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Right  RtTBBKND  and  Dbab  Sib, 

If  it  were  in  my  power  to  consult  my  brethren  of  the 
clergy,  I  am  sure  that  all  would  name  you  as  the  individual 
to  whom  a  work,  concerning  any  part  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  in  this  country  should  most  properly  be 
inscribed.  To  this  consideration  of  propriety,  allow  me 
to  add,  that  /,  at  least,  find  another  in  the  ready  kindness 
and  advice  with  which  you  have  furthered  my  purposes, 
and  encouraged  my  efforts  in  the  prosecution  of  this  work. 

I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  offer  it  as  the  humble  tribute 
of  affectionate  respect  justly  due  to  one  who  for  more  than 
half  a  century  has  watched  the  progress  of  the  church  in 
America ;  and  who  to  the  piety  which  becomes  a  prelate 
adds  the  learning  of  a  scholar,  and  the  courtesy  of  a  gen- 
tleman. 

With  affectionate  veneration, 

1  am,  sir,  your  grateful  friend  and  servant. 

The  Author. 


PREFACE. 


It  is  now  more  than  five  years  since  the  author  of  this 
work  undertook,  with  the  aid  of  a  valued  friend,*  the  task 
of  collecting  such  fragments  of  the  history  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  church  in  the  United  States  as,  having 
escaped  the  ravages  of  time,  were  to  be  found  among  the 
manuscripts  of  the  earlier  clergy,  or  rested  in  the  less  se- 
cure repository  of  the  memory  of  the  aged. 

Encouraged  in  the  undertaking  by  many  of  the  bishops 
and  clergy  of  the  church,  the  plan  originally  proposed  was, 
to  preserve  in  the  form  of  annals  the  facts  thus  saved  from 
oblivion,  for  the  benefit  of  some  future  historian  who  might 
attempt  a  connected  narrative  of  events,  believed  to  pos« 
sess  some  interest,  at  least  for  Episcopalians.  After  some 
progress  had  been  made  in  the  work,  and  materials,  both 
more  numerous  and  more  valuable  than  had  been  antici- 
pated, had  accumulated  on  the  hands  of  those  who  had 
undertaken  the  task — death  removed  the  colleague  of  the 
author,  and  he  was  left  to  pursue  alone  a  work  which,  in 
addition  to  the  interest  it  had  for  him,  afforded  also  a 
melancholy  pleasure  by  often  recalling  the  memory  of  a 
buried  friend. 

It  was  not  until  some  time  afterward,  that  it  occurred 

*  The  Rev.  Edward  Ratledge  of  South  Oarolina. 
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to  the  writer,  that  his  labour  might  prove  more  acceptable 
to  the  members  of  the  communion  to  which  he  belonged, 
should  he  attempt  himself  the  narrative  which  he  had 
hoped  might  at  a  future  period  proceed  from  some  pen 
more  fitted  for  the  task  than  his  own.  He,  accordingly, 
(not,  however,  without  some  distrust  of  himself,)  selected 
Virginia  as  being  the  oldest  state  in  the  Union,  and  the 
"  result  is  in  the  reader's  bands.  Had  he  supposed  that  he 
was  adding  nothing  to  what  already  existed  touching  the 
history  of  his  country,  it  would  have  been  his  duty  to  be 
silent ;  for  he  who  publishes  a  book  can  justify  it  to  a 
becoming  sense  of  modesty  only  by  the  hope  that  he  is 
communicating  something  which  is  new,  or  happily  en* 
forcing  something  which  is  old.  The  author,  therefore» 
ventures  to  hope  that  in  this  contribution  to  the  Ecclesias- 
tical  History  of  the  United  States,  (as  yet  an  almost  un- 
trodden field,)  he  has  performed  a  work  not  entirely  use- 
less. That  it  has  faults,  no  one  knows  better  than  he  who 
wrote  it ;  that  it  contains  errors,  is  not  improbable ;  for 
in  the  labour  of  research,  which  it  will  here  be  seen  has  not 
been  small,  it  is  scarcely  possible  always  to  avoid  mis- 
take :  for  the  faults,  the  author  begs  indulgence ;  and  of 
the  errors,  if  such  there  be,  he  can  only  say  tliey  were 
undesigned. 

It  was  impossible  to  write  upon  the  subject  treated  of 
in  the  following  pages,  without  sometimes  adverting  to 
religious  denominations  diflerent  from  that  to  which  the 
author  belongs.  There  were  events  aflfecting  the  Episco- 
pal church  in  Virginia,  in  which  they  were  actors,  and  a 
regard  for  truth  required  the  notice  of  them. 
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A  Protestant  Episcopalian,  not  merely  from  the  preju- 
dices of  early  education,  but  from  the  deliberate  examina- 
tion and  conviction  of  his  riper  years,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  the  author's  affection  for  the  faith  of  his  fathers  may 
sometimes  be  seen.  Of  the  peculiarities  of  his  creed,  he 
will  here  only  say,  that  he  has  not  sought  unnecessarily  to  ^ 
obtrude  them ;  and  as  little  has  he  endeavoured  to  keep 
them  out  of  sight  It  may  be  (for  he  claims  no  exemption 
from  the  infirmities  of  human  nature)  that,  however  anx- 
ious to  eradicate  prejudice,  he  has  not  always  succeeded  in 
the  effort  to  do  so;  he  has,  however,  endeavoured  to  speak 
of  that  church,  which  he  does  not  hesitate  to  say  he  loves 
best,  with  an  impartiality  too  proud  to  cover  up  its  faults, 
and  an  honesty  too  stem  to  hide  its  delinquencies*  That 
church  has  sometimes  erred,  and  the  author  has  said  so.  If 
he  knows  his  own  heart,  he  never  had  in  view,  in  his  work, 
an  object  so  contemptible  as  that  of  writing  eulogy  under 
the  guise  of  history.  His  wish  has  been  to  tell  the  truth 
as  far  as  he  coujkl  discover  it ;  and  if  in  doing  this,  a  blow 
fell,  it  mattered  but  little  to  him  where  it  alighted.  But 
he  owes  it  to  himself  to  add,  that  he  has  uniformly  spoken 
of  other  religious  denominations  with  respect ;  for  he  freely 
owns  that  the  love  of  his  own  religious  system  does  not, 
to  his  mind,  impose  upon  him  the  necessity  of  hating 
either  the  persons  or  the  creeds  of  others.  He  may  la- 
ment  what  he  deems  their  mistakes,  and  yet  hopes  to  be 
pardoned,  should  he  doubt  whether  insuU  be  their  best 
corrective.  He  would  rather  burn  his  book  than  wilfully 
inflict  a  wanton  injury  upon  the  personal  feelings  of  any 
sincere  Christian :  and  if  he  has  incautiously  so  done  in 
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these  pages,  he  here  humbly  begs  forgiveness  of  God  and 
of  the  injured. 

A  word  more  as  to  his  plan.  The  present  volume  is 
an  experiment.  Should  it  succeed,  and  the  life  of  the 
writer  be  prolonged,  it  will  be  followed  by  others ;  for 
there  are  materials  on  hand  to  furnish  a  volume  for  each 
of  the  older  diocesses.  Indeed,  with  respect  to  some  of 
them,  the  story  is  partly  written ;  whether  it  will  ever  be 
published,  depends  less  upon  the  author  than  upon  others. 
Another  motive  for  sending  forth  this  volume  now,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  fact,  that  it  has  recently  been  made  the  duty 
of  the  author,  by  the  church  to  which  he  belongs,  to  collect 
and  preserve  all  that  he  can,  tending  to  illustrate  any  por- 
tion of  its  history.  He  has,  therefore,  hoped  that  by  briug- 
ing  before  his  brethren  a  specimen,  exhibiting  the  nature 
of  the  task  in  which  he  is  engaged,  some  among  them  may 
be  induced  to  furnish  information,  and  thus  contribute  ma- 
terials for  future  volumes. 

He  need  not  add,  that  for  all  such  aid  (le  will  feel  most 

grateful.  Should  he  thereby  procure  nothing  more  than 
copies  of  the  early  journals  of  the  several  diocesses,  a 
work  of  some  importance  will  be  accomplished.  Very 
few,  if  any,  complete  sets  of  diocesan  convention  journals 
are  now  in  existence ;  the  author,  therefore,  considers  the 
appendix,  containing  the  records  of  the  Virginia  church, 
(which  he  has  here  reprinted,  at  the  request  of  many  of 
his  brethren,)  as  not  the  least  useful  part  of  this  book. 
The  Episcopalian  of  Virginia,  has  in  the  volume  all  that 
industrious  research  was  able  to  collect  concerning  the 
history  of  his  own  church.    Should  another  edition  ever 


be  called  for»  the  kindneM  of  im  YirgiDia  bxethren  may 
enable  the  author  to  make  a  book  more  worthy  of  their 
acceptance. 

In  conclusion,  the  author  would  remark  that  hit  hboura 
in  preparing  this  book,  have  shown  him  that  the  materials 
are  more  ample  than  they  are  -generally  supposed  to  be, 
for  the  history  of  all  the  leading  religious  denominations  in 
the  United  States.  Something  has,  indeed,  been  done  for 
American  ecclesiastical  history,  but  more  remains  to  be  ac- 
complished ;  and,  therefore,  he  would  respectfully  suggest 
to  his  fellowChristiansof  other  denominations, the  propriety 
of  preserving  their  several  histories,  without  which  the 
book  of  our  national  story  must  always  be  incomplete.* 

*  The  principal  works  upon  the  subject  are  as  follows :  Among  the 

Baptists. — Benedict's  History  of  the  Baptists ;  Semple*s  History  of  the 
Virginia  Baptists;  Backus's  Church  History  of  New-England;  and  th« 
late  Memoir  of  Roger  Williams,  by  Professor  Knowles. 

Methodists. — The  Journals  of  Mr.  Asbury  and  Dr.  Coke ;  the  several 
Lives  of  Messrs.  Wesley  and  Coke,  with  the  minutes  of  conferences. 

Presbytbrians  and  Conoreoationalists. — Fragments  of  the  history  of 
these  denominations  are  to  be  found  in  several  books.  The  minutes  of  many 
of  the  presbyteries  are  believed  to  be  perfect,  and  probably  those  of  the  synods 
are.  The  late  Ebenezer  Hazard,  Esq.,  who  was  well  qualified  for  the  task, 
commenced,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  the  collection  of 
materials  for  a  history  of  that  denomination,  but  it  was  not  completed,  nor 
is  there  any  regular  history  of  the  Presbyterians  in  the  United  States.  The 
materials  however  are  abundant.  The  ecclesiastical  history  of  Massachu- 
setts is  to  be  found  among  the  valuable  papers  published  by  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society ;  an  institution,  whose  example  is  worthy  of  imitation. 

Reformed  Dutch. — The  author  knows  of  but  little  in  print  touching  this 
denomination,  except  in  the  periodical  publications  which  belong  to  it. 

Protestant  Episcopal. — There  is  nothing  in  print,  with  the  exception 
of  Bishop  White's  Memoirs,  (a  new  edition  of  which  is  now  in  press,)  and 
the  Jomnale  of  the  CUneral  and  Diocesan  Conventions. 
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If  the  effort  now  respectfully  submitted  to  the  public, 
and  especially  to  the  Episcopal  community,  should  serve 
in  the  humble  office  of  a  guide,  to  direct  the  researches  of 
some  future  historian ;  if  it  should  contribute  to  strengthen 
the  attachment  of  but  one  man  who  already  loves  the 
church,  or  to  soflen  the  hostility  of  one  who  does  not, 
the  author  will  feel  that  he  has  not  laboured  in  vain :  for 
his  book  is  the  offering  of  filial  affection  to  that  church,  in 
the  communion  of  which  he  has,  through  life,  found  his  best 
comfort,  and  in  the  bosom  of  which  he  trusts  to  enjoy,  in 
death,  a  Christian's  consolation. 

N9w-Tork,  December,  1836. 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  Hunt,  one  of  the .  firat  ColonisU — ^Hie  Prudence,  Piety,  and 
Christian  Temper — First  Administration  of  the  Sacrament  in  Virginia — 
First  Charch  at  James  Town;  Destruction  by  Fire^First  recorded 
Marriage  in  the  Colony — Church  placed  under  Martial  Law — Second 
Church  at  Henrico — Rev.  Mr.  Whitaker  ;  his  Character ;  '*  The  Apostle 
of  Virginia" — Baptism  and  Marriage  of  Pocahontas — Character  of  the 
first  Clergymen — Instance  of  the  Influence  of  the  Clergy. 

Among  the  early  records  which  communicate  the  history 
of  the  permanent  settlement  of  Virginia,  is  to  be  found  the 
name  of  a  clergyman,  whose  modest  worth  and  Christian 
character  form  an  appropriate  introduction  to  a  narrative 
which  records  the  progress  of  that  church  to  which  he  be- 
longed. This  clergyman  was  the  Rev.  Robert  Hunt,  one 
of  the  petitioners  for  the  charter  granted  by  James  I.  to  the 
London  Company,  on  the  10th  of  April,  1606.  How  far 
the  determination  to  become  one  of  the  first  emigrants 

may  ha  ve  influenced  Mr.  Hunt,  in  soliciting  the  charter,  can- 

c 


18  PROTSSTANT   EPISCOPAL  CUUACH  [itflKK 

DOt  how  be  known  with  certainty :  it  is  probable,  however, 
that  it  was  not  without  its  weight ;  as  we  find  him,  on  the 
19th  of  December,  1606,  embarking  for  Virginia  with  the 
leaders  of  the  infant  colony  about  to  be  planted  under  the 
auspices  of  the  newly  formed  Company.  And  fortunate  was 
it  for  the  enterprise  that  such  was  the  case.  An  unhap))y 
jealousy  arising  between  the  individuals  who  were  to  com- 
pose the  council  of  the  colony  threatened  ruin  to  the  whole 
undertaking,  until  the  prudent  conduct  and  pious  exhorta- 
tions of  Mr.  Hunt  succeeded  in  allaying  their  mutual  ani* 
mosity.  It  is  but  justice  to  the  memory  of  this  worthy 
man  to  state,  that  scanty  as  are  the  materials  from  which 
to  form  an  estimate  of  his  character,  enough  is  still  recorded 
to  show  that  it  was  one  of  which  no  clergyman  need  to  be 
ashamed.  His  heart  was  in  the  business,  and  he  wanted 
not  resolution  to  accomplish  the  object  ^On*the  19th  of 
December,  1606,''  (says  one  who  bore  a  part  in  the  enter- 
prise,) '*wee  set  saile,  but  by  vnprosperous  winds  were 
kept  six  weekes  in  the  sight  of  England  ;  all  which  time, 
Mr.  Hunt,  our  preacher,  was  so  weake  and  sicke  that  few 
expected  his  recourie ;  yet,  although  we  were  but  ten  or 
twelve  miles  from  his  habitation,  (the  time  wee  were  in 
the  Downes,)  and  notwithstanding  the  stormy  weather, 
nor  the  scandalous  imputation  (of  some  few  little  better 
than  atheists,  of  the  greatest  rank  amongst  us)  suggested 
against  him,  all  this  could  never  force  from  him  so  much  as 
a  seeming  desire  to  leaue  the  businesse,  but  preferred  the 
aeruice  of  Grod,  in  so  good  a  voyage,  before  any  afiection 
to  contest  with  his  godlesse  foes,  whose  disastrous  designs 
(could  they  have  prevailed)  had  euen  then  ouerthrowne  the 
businesset  so  many  discontents  did  then  arise,  had  he  not 
with  the  water  of  patience  and  his  godly  exhortations 
(but  chiefly  by  his  true  denoted  examples)  quenched  those 
flames  of  enuy  and  dissension."* 

•  4  Puvluii*!  Pilfrinkf,  p.  1705. 
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Not  an  incident  is  related  of  him  which  does  not  illus- 
trate the  possession  of  a  Christian  spirit  The  whole* 
some  influence  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  control  the 
angry  passions  of  his  companions,  was  probably  founded  in 
their  respect  for  his  consistent  piety :  and  as  we  hear  of 
no  efforts  made  to  enrich  himself  in  the  colony,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  believe  that  his  emigration  resulted  from  an 
honest  desire  to  supply  the  ministrations  of  the  gospel  to 
the  destitute  and  benighted.  This,  it  should  be  recollected, 
was  one  of  the  avowed  objects  expressed  in  the  king's  in- 
structions to  the  Company,  '^  That  the  said  presidents, coun- 
cils, and  the  ministers  should  provide  that  the  true  word 
and  service  of  God  be  preached,  planted,  and  used,  not 
only  in  the  said  colonies,  but  also  as  much  as  might  be 
among  the  savages  bordering  upon  them,  according  to  the 
rites  and  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  England."  Indeed,  by 
those  who  made  the  first  efforts  to  colonize  Virginia,  the 
diffusion  of  Christianity  was  always  held  forth  as  one  of 
the  objects  of  the  enterprise.  As  far  back  as  1588,  when 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  made  an  assignment  of  his  patent  to 
Thomas  Smith  and  others,  he  accompanied  it  with  a  dona- 
tion of  one  hundred  pounds,  ^  for  the  propagation  of  the 
Christian  religion  in  Virginia."*  It  was  also  enjoined  in 
the  royal  instructions,  issued  in  1606,  "that  all  persons 
should  kindly  treat  the  savage  and  heathen  people  in  those 
parts,  and  use  all  proper  means  to  draw  them  to  the  true 
service  and  knowledge  of  God."t  And  the  first  charter 
assigns  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  grant,  that  the  contem- 
plated undertaking  was  **  a  work  which  may,  by  the  provi- 
dence of  Almighty  God,  hereafter  tend  to  the  glory  of  his 
divine  majesty,  in  propagating  of  Christian  religion  to  such 
pPeople  as  yet  live  in  darkness  and  miserable  ignorance  of 
the  true  knowledge  and  worship  of  God.":!: 

♦  Burk'i  Hlit.  of  Virginia,  vol.  i.        t  1  Charter— 1  Haiard'f  SUU  Pi^ 
p.  66.  pew,  61. 

t  Ihid.  p.  91. 
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On  the  26th  of  April,  1607,  the  little  fleet  of  three  skips 
r  entered  the  Chesapeake ;  and  on  the  ISth  of  May  the 
colonists  landed.  Upon  a  peninsula  which  projects  from 
the  northern  shore  of  James  River  may  still  be  seen  the 
ruins  of  a  tower  which  once  formed  part  of  a  Christian 
church ;  and  this,  with  its  surrounding  graveyard,  is  now 
almost  the  only  memorial  left  to  mark  the  site  of  what 
once  was  James  Town.  Here  it  was  that  the  emigrants 
debarked,  and  on  this  ground  was  erected  the  first  church 
in  Virginia.  Scarcely,  however,  had  the  colonists  landed, 
before  the  pious  interposition  of  Mr.  Hunt  again  became 
necessary  to  appease  the  animosity  of  the  president  of  the 
council  and  the  celebrated  Captain  Smith.  His  efibrt 
proved  successful.  Smith  was  received  into  the  council ; 
and  on  the  14th  of  May  partook,  with  his  rival,  of  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  was  then  adminis* 
tered  for  the  first  time  in  Virginia.  James  Town  was  the 
first  permanent  habitation  of  the  English  in  America ;  and 
Virginia  commenced  its  career  of  civilization  with  one  of 
the  most  impressive  solemnities  of  the  Christian  church. 

To  trace  the  gradual  progress  of  this  little  band  of  pio- 
neers, in  the  establishment  of  a  colony  which  "  grew  up  in 
misery,''  might  afford  matter  of  painful  interest ;  but  it 
comports  not  with  the  purpose  of  this  narrative  to  allude 
to  any  transactions  in  the  infant  settlement,  other  than  those 
which  are  connected  with  the  condition  and  progress  of 
the  church.  The  piety  of  the  emigrants,  stimulated  by  the 
exhortations  of  their  teacher,  led  to  the  almost  immediate 
erection  of  an  edifice,  humble,  indeed,  as  were  the  rude 
habitations  by  which  it  was  surrounded,  but  hallowed  as 
the  place  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the  Almighty.  A 
few  months  only  had  elapsed  before  a  fire  accidentally 
commencing  in  the  storehouse,  speedily  communicated  to 
the  other  buildings  of  the  village,  (for  the  whole  town  was 
thatched  with  reeds,)  and  the  church  shared  in  the  common 
calamity.     The  incident  served  to  bring  out  into  bolder 
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relief  the  Christian  virtues  of  the  worthy  clergyman.  Mr. 
Hunt  had  taken  with  him  his  library,  which,  though  nol  t 
large,  was,  under  the  circumstances,  doubly  valuable ;  and 
this,  tc^ether  with  every  thing  he  had,  was  consumed. 
With  the  church  destroyed  and  the  town  in  ashes,  with- 
out a  shelter  for  his  head  or  clothing  for  his  nakedness, 
deprived  of  a  source  of  enjoyment  which  the  man  of  books 
knows  how  to  appreciate,  and  with  the  sorrows  and  suffer- 
ings of  his  felloW'Creatures  to  excite  his  warmest  sympa- 
thies, it  would  not  have  been  wonderful  had  the  weakness 
of  human  nature  been  heard  in  the  murmurs  of  despon- 
dency; but  no  groan  escaped  him.  Disease  also  was 
added  to  the  list  of  afflictions ;  for  between  the  months  of 
May  and  September  no  less  than  one-half  of  the  colonists 
died ;  and  yet  it  is  recorded  of  this  excellent  man  that  he 
never  was  heard  to  repine,*  but,  meeting  with  a  submissive 
and  cheerful  spirit  these  successive  visitations  of  Provi- 
dence, he  encouraged  his  drooping  companions ;  and  8U{>- 
ported  by  the  persevering  energy  of  Captain  Smith,  the 
true  father  of  Virginia,  he  exhorted  the  wavering  and  com- 
forted the  despairing;  so  that  in  the  spring  of  1608  he 
found  the  reward  of  his  labours  in  the  town  rebuilt  and  the 
church  restored.! 

Of  such  a  man,  it  is  natural  to  lament  that  more  is 
not  known.  How  long  he  lived  in  the  colony,  is  a 
point  on  which  there  exists  no  certain  information.  But 
little  trace  has  been  found  of  Mr.  Hunt  after  this  period ; 
it  is  known,  however,  that  he  never  left  Virginia :  he 
literally  gave  his  life  to  the  cause  in  which  he  had 
embarked.;]:  Had  nothing,  more  been  related  of  him 
than  that  he  was  twice  able  to  reconcile  the  discords  of 
angry  rulers,  without  being  claimed  as  a  partisan  by  either, 

♦  Stith's  Virginia,  69.  iem  of  New-England,  or  anywbera," 

1  Ibid.  76.  &c.    Mass.  Hiitorical  Collections, 

i  Captain  John  Smith's  '<  Adver-  toI.  iii.  series  3. 
tisemeots  for  the  inexperienced  Plan- 
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be  would  have  left  behind  him  a  reputation  becoming  the 
minister  of  Him  who  said,  ^  Blessed  are  the  peace-makers.'' 
But  though  more  camot  with  certainty  be  affirmed  of  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Hunt,  the  conjecture  is  not  improbable  that 
he  lived  for  some  time  in  the  colony,  and  that  the  first 
recorded  marriage  in  Virginia  was  solemnized  by  him.* 
It  was  in  the  year  1608  that  a  white  woman  was  first 
seen  in  the  colony ;  and  the  historians  of  that  day  relate 
the  fact  of  her  marriage  soon  after  her  arrivaLf 

The  next  record  with  which  we  meet  of  the  presence  of 
a  clergyman  in  the  colony  is  found  in  the  history  of  the 
providential  arrival  of  Lord  De  la  War  at  the  moment  when 
the  inhabitants  had  embarked  for  England,  with  a  determi- 
nation  to  forsake  the  country  for  ever.  The  circumstances 
which  prompted  the  colonists  to  this  abandonment  form  a 
sorrowful  page  in  the  early  history  of  Virginia.  When  the 
four  small  vessels  in  which  they  had  embarked  fell  down 
James  River  with  the  tide,  it  is  recorded  that  ''  none 
dropped  a  tear,  because  none  had  enjoyed  one  day  of 
happiness.''  Famine  had  done  its  fearful  work  so  efiectu- 
ally,  that  in  the  short  space  of  six  months  five  hundred 
had  been  reduced  to  sixty ;  and  the  horrors  of  this  eventful 
period  of  suflTering  were  for  years  remembered  and  per- 
petuated in  the  expressive  phrase,  **  The  starving  time.**  It 
was  on  the  10th  of  June,  1610,  that  Lord  De  la  War  ar- 
rived ;  he  had  brought  with  him  a  chaplain ;  and  the  inci- 
dents which  immediately  followed  his  landing  are  best  re- 
lated in  the  language  of  an  eyewitness,  whose  narrative 
has  been  preserved  by  Purchas :  '*  We  cast  anchor  before 
James  Towne,  where  we  landed  ;  and  our  much  grieved 
governour  first  visiting  the  church,  caused  the  bell  to  be 
rung,  at  which  all  such  as  were  able  to  come  forth  of  their 
houses  repayred  to  church,  where  <{ur  minister,  Master 
Bucke,  made  a  zealous  and  sorrowfull. prayer ;  finding  all 

*  See  Holmes*!  AnnaU,  vol.  i.  p.        t  Bererlj's  Hiit.  of  Virginia,  19 ; 
18S,  note  1.  1  Holmes's  Annals,  182. 
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SO  contrary  to  our  expectatioii8,  so  full  of  misery, 
and  misgovenunent*"*  ^ 

Up  to  the  time  of  Lord  De  la  War's  arrival,  the  colony 
had  been  governed  by  a  president  and  council.  In  1009 
the  Company  in  England  had  obtained  from  the  king  an- 
other charter,  by  which  the  form  of  government  was  in 
some  measure  altered*  and  the  affairs  of  the  colony  placed 
under  the  direction  of  certain  officers,  to  be  elected  and 
sent  out  by  the  Company.  And  it  is  worthy  of  note  that 
such  was  the  .dread  of  popery,  that  it  was  declared  in  the 
new  charter  that  no  person  should  pass  into  Virginia  but 
such  as  should  first  have  taken  the  oath  of  supremacy.f 
Under  the  new  charter,  Lord  De  la  War  was  chosen  to  be 
the  first  governor  of  Virginia,  an  officer  before  unknown 
in  the  cokmy;  and  under  his  judicious  direction  affairs 
were  soon  re-established. 

This  change  in  the  government,  from  an  aristocracy  to 
the  dominion  of  one,  is  mentioned,  because,  prior  to  this 
time,  there  does  not  seem  to  have  been  any  interference  by 
the  Company  in  England  with  the  religious  affairs  of  the 
colony.  The  adventurers  were  left  to  their  own  sense  of 
piety  and  the  instructions  of  their  spiritual  teachers,  as 
being  sufficient  to  prompt  them  to  a  proper  care  of  the  insti- 
tutions of  religion ;  and  nothing  more  definite  had  been 
said  than  that  the  exercise  of  Christianity  in  the  New 
World  should  conform  to  the  rites,  ceremonies,  and  doc- 
trines of  the  Church  of  England.  But  after  this  period 
we  find  more  specific  instructions  sent  from  the  mother 
country;  and  religion  began  to  form  one  of  the  subjects 
of  the  very  imperfect  legislation  of  the  Company  for  their 
distant  colony.  The  ill  health  of  Lord  De  la  War  was  such 
that  in  a  few  months  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  govern- 
ment in  the  hands  of  a  substitute,  until  the  10th  of  May, 
1611,  when  Sir  Thomas  Dale,  the  new  governor,  arrived. 

*  4  PaiehM,  bood  is.  chap.  n.  f  Sd  Charter,  1    Hisard'f  Bute 

Papers,  73. 
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The  arrival  of  this  individual  marks  the  period  at  which 
#  penal  laws  were  first  introduced  to  aid  the  colonists  in 
keeping  a  good  conscience.  The  readers  of  the  present 
day  will  be  tempted  to  smile  on  learning  that  the  church 
was  laid  under  martial  law :  yet  such  was  literally  the 
fact* 

The  difficulties  which  had  embarrassed  the  progress  of 
the  colony  were  supposed  by  the  Company,  and  truly  sup- 
posed, to  consist  principally  in  a  spirit  of  insubordination 
and  indolence ;  and  by  way  of  remedy  for  these  evils,  more 
rigour  both  in  the  enactments  and  execution  of  the  laws 
was  deemed  necessary.  At  that  time  Sir  Thomas  Smith 
had  a  controlling  influence  in  the  affairs  of  the  Company; 
and,  as  it  would  seem,  ventured,  upon  his  own  responsi- 
bility, to  furnish  the  new  governor  with  a  body  of  **  Lawes, 
diuine,  moral),  and  martiall,^  for  Virginia.*  They  were 
chiefly  translated  from  the  martial  laws  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, and  were  entirely  at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  Eng- 
lish liberty.  The  church  was  provided  for  in  this  singular 
code  of  bloody  enactments ;  but  it  is  due  both  to  the  govern- 
ors and  governed  to  state,  that  on  the  one  hand  there  was 
as  little  disposition  to  enforce,  as  on  the  other  there  was  to 
submit  to  the  penalties  of  the  code.  It  was,  in  truth,  though 
formally  promulgated,  a  dead  letter ;  and  to  the  honour  of 
the  London  Company  and  their  colonists,  it  should  be  men- 
tioned that,  during  their  government,  not  a  solitary  instance 
is  recorded  of  a  persecution  for  mere  difference  of  opinion. 
The  penalties  incurred  for  the  non-observance  of  reh'gious 
duties  were  never  rigidly  enforced ;  and  the  power  to  re- 
mit them  entirely,  which  belonged  to  the  governor  and 
council,  was  not  unfrequently  exercised.f  These  laws,  so 
far  as  the  church  is  concerned,  are  subjoined ;  and  if,  in 
their  perusal,  the  reader  should  find  cause  for  thankfulness 
that  he  lives  in  an  age  when  the  true  principles  of  Christian 

•  Stith's  Virginia,  123;  1  Burk*8        f  1  Burk,  Appendix,  304. 
Virginia,  165. 
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liberty,  and  the  rights  of  conscience  arc  better  understood 
than  they  were  in  the  days  of  our  forefathers,  their  publica- 
tion will  not  be  useless^ 

I.  ^  I  do  strictly  commaund  and  charge  all  captaines  and 
officers,  of  what  qualitie  or  nature  soever,  whether  com- 
manders in  the  field,  or  in  towne,  or  townes,  forts,  or  for- 
tresses, to  have  a  care  that  the  Almightie  God  bee  duly 
and  daily  served ;  and  that  they  call  vpon  their  people  to 
heare  sermons ;  as  that  also  they  diligently  frequent  morn- 
ing and  evening  praier  themselves,  by  their  own  exemplar 
and  daily  life  and  duty  herein  encouraging  others  there- 
unto; and  that  such  who  shall  often  and  wilfully  absent 
themselves,  be  duly  punished  according  to  the  martiall  law 
in  that  case  provided. 

II.  *^  That  no  man  speake  impiously  or  maliciously  against 
the  holy  and  blessed  trinitie,  or  any  of  the  three  persons ; 
(hat  is  to  say,  against  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and 
God  the  Holy  Ghost ;  or  against  the  known  articles  of  the 
Christian  faith,  upon  pain  of  death. 

III.  **  That  no  man  blaspheme  God's  holy  name,  upon 
paine  of  death  •;  or  vsc  vnlawful  oathes — taking  the  name 
of  God  in  vaine,  curse  or  banne — vpon  paine  of  severe 
punishment  for  the  first  offence  so  committed,  and  for  the 
second  to  have  a  bodkin  thrust  through  his  tongue  ;  and  if 
be  continue  the  blaspheming  of  God's  name,  for  the  third 
time  so  oiTending  he  shall  be  brought  to  a  martiall  court, 
and  there  receive  censure  of  death  for  his  offence." 

V.  "No  man  shall  speake  any  word,  or  do  any  act, 
which  may  tend  io  the  derision  or  despight  of  God's  holy 
word,  upon  paine  of  death.  Nor  shall  any  man  vn worthily 
demeane  himselfe  vnto  any  preacher  or  minister  of  the 
same,  but  generally  hold  them  in  all  reverent  regard  and 
dutifull  intreatie ;  otherwise  he,  the  offender,  shall  openly 
be  whipt  three  times,  and  aske  public  forgiveness  in  the 
assembly  of  the  congregation  three  severall  Saboth  daies. 

VI.  "  Eueric  man  and  woman  duly  twice  a  day,  upon 
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the  first  towling  of  the  bell,  shall  vpon  tlie  working  daies 
repaire  vnto  the  church  to  heare  diuine  service,  vpon  paine 
of  losing  his  or  her  daye's  allowance  for  the  first  omission ; 
for  the  second  to  be  whipt ;  and  for  the  third  to  be  con- 
demned to  the  gallies  for  six  months.  Likewise,  no  man 
or  woman  shall  dare  to  violate  or  breake  the  Sabboth  by 
any  gaming,  publique  or  private,  abroad  or  at  home,  but 
duly  sanctifie  and  obserue  the  same,  both  himselfe  and  his 
familie,  by  preparing  themsclues  at  home  by  priuate 
praier,  that  they  may  bee  the  better  fitted  for  the  publique, 
according  to  the  commandments  of  God  and  the  orders  of 
our  church ;  as  also  euerie  man  and  woman  shall  repaire 
in  the  morning  to  the  diuine  service,  and  sermons  preached 
vpon  the  Saboth  daie,  and  in  the  afternoon  to  diuine  service 
and  catechising ;  vpon  paine  for  the  first  fault  to  lose  their 
prouision  and  allowance  for  the  whole  weeke  following ; 
for  the  second  to  lose  the  said  allowance,  and  also  to  be 
whipt ;  and  for  the  third  to  suffer  death. 

VII.  "  All  preachers  or  ministers  within  this  our  colonic 
or  colonies,  shall  in  the  forts  where  they  are  resident,  after 
diuine  seruice,  duly  preach  euerie  Sabboth  daie  in  the  fore- 
noone,  and  catechise  in  the  aflernoone,  and  weekly  say  the 
diuine  seruice  twice  euerie  day,  and  preach  euerie  Wednes- 
day; likewise  euerie  minister,  where  he  is  resident,  within 
the  same  fort  or  fortresses,  towne  or  townes,  shall  chuse 
vnto  him  foure  of  the  most  religious  and  better  disposed, 
as  well  to  informe  of  the  abuses  and  neglects  of  the  people 
in  their  duties  and  seruice  to  God,  as  also  to  the  due  rep- 
aration and  keeping  the  church  handsome,  and  fitted  with 
all  reuerent  obscruances  thereunto  belonging;  likewise 
euerie  minister  shall  keep  a  faithfull  and  true  record  or 
church  booke  of  all  christenings,  marriages,  and  deaths  of 
such  our  people  as  shall  happen  within  their  fort  or  for- 
tressc,  towne  or  townes  at  any  time,  vpon  the  burthen  of  a 
neglectfull  conscience,  and  viion  paine  of  losing  their  enter- 
tainment.*' 
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XXXIII.  **  There  is  not  one  man  nor  woman  in  this 
colooie  now  present,  or  hereafter  to  arriue,  but  shall  giue 
up  an  account  of  his  and  their  faith  and  religion,  and  re- 
paire  vnto  the  minister,  that  by  his  conference  with  them 
he  may  vnderstand  and  gather  whether  heretofore  they 
have  beene  sufficiently  instrvcted  and  catechised  in  the 
principles  and  grounds  of  religion :  whose  weakness  and 
ignorance  herein,  the  minister  finding  and  aduising  them 
in  all  love  and  charitie  to  repaire  often  vnto  him  to  receive 
therein  a  greater  measure  of  knowledge ;  if  they  shall  re- 
fuse so  to  repaire  vnto  him,  and  he  the  minister  giue  notice 
thereof  vnto  the  governour,  or  that  chiefe  officer  of  that 
towne  or  fort  wherein  he  or  she,  the  parties  so  offending, 
shall  remaine,  the  governour  shall  cause  the  offender  for 
the  first  time  of  refusal  to  be  whipt ;  for  the  second  time 
to  be  whipt  twice,  and  to  acknowledge  his  fault  vpon  the 
Sabboth  daie  in  the  assembly  of  the  congregation ;  and  for 
the  third  time  to  be  whipt  euerie  day  vntil  he  hath  made 
the  same  acknowledgment,  and  asked  forgiuenesse  of  the 
same ;  and  shall  repaire  vnto  the  minister  to  be  further  in- 
structed as  aforesaid :  and  vpon  the  Sabboth,  when  the  min- 
ister shall  catechise  and  of  him  demande  any  question  con* 
cernmg  his  faith  and  knowledge,  he  shall  not  refvse  to  make 
answer  vpon  the  same  perilL*** 

There  never  will  be  wanting  men  who  will  advocate 
the  doings  of  those  in  authority,  and  there  is  therefore  no- 
thing to  excite  surprise  in  the  compliant  sycophancy  of  a 
writer  of  that  day  who  could  approve  of  the  merciless 
severity  of  a  code  so  cruel  that  it  was  never  enforced. 
**  Good,"  says  he,  **  are  these  beginnings  wherein  God  is 
thus  before ;  good  are  these  laws,  and  long  may  they  stand 
in  their  due  execution«''t 

•   •  "  For  the    colony   in  Virginea  t  **  The  new  Life  of  Virginia,  de- 

Brittannia ;  Lawes  Dioine,  Morall,  daring  the  former  services  and  pres- 

and  Martiall,'*  Ac.     London,  1613.  ent  estate  of  that  plantation,*'  Sec. 

Collected  and  published  by  William  London,  1612. 
Strachej. 
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Under  tlie  administration  of  Sir  Thomas  Dale,  the  colony 
began  to  extend  itself  upon  James  River;  and  the  moment 
the  arrival  of  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  the  new  governor,  left 
I  him  at  liberty,  Dale  carried  into  effect  his  favourite  project, 
and  built  the  town  of  Henrico,  the  ruins  of  which  it  is  be- 
lieved are  still  visible.*  In  this  town  a  handsome  church 
was  erected  in  1611,  and  the  foundation  of  another  was 
laid,  to  be  built  of  brick.  The  care  of  the  congregation 
was  confided  to  the  Rev.  Alexander  Whitaker,  who  en- 
closed a  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  built  a  parsonage.f 
This,  it  is  supposed,  was  the  second  parish  established  in 
Virginia :  and  it  may,  perhaps,  be  deemed  not  unworthy 
of  remembrance  that  the  deservedly  celebrated  princess 
Pocahontas  received  Christian  baptism  at  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Whitaker,  and  was  also  united  by  him  in  marriage  to  Mr. 
Rolfe. 

It  would  be  unjust  not  to  subjoin  to  the  name  of  this 
clergyman  his  character  as  sketched  by  a  contemporarj\ 
"  I  hereby  let  all  men  know  that  a  scholler,  a  graduate,  a 
preacher,  well  borne  and  friended  in  England ;  not  in  debt 
nor  disgrace,  but  competently  provided  for,  and  liked  and 
beloved  where  he  lived ;  not  in  want,  but  (for  a  scholler, 
and  as  these  days  be)  rich  in  possession,  and  more  in  possi- 
bilitic  ;  of  himself,  without  any  persuasion  (but  God's  and 
his  own  heart,)  did  voluntarily  leave  his  warme  nest ;  and, 
to  the  wonder  of  his  kindred  and  amazement  of  them  that 
knew  him,  undertooke  this  hard,  but,  in  my  judgement, 
lieroicall  resolution  to  go  to  Virginia,  and  helpe  to  heare 
the  name  of  God  unto  the  gentiles.^X 

What  would  have  been  the  emotions  of  this  devoted 
missionary,  when  he  admitted  Pocahontas  to  baptism,  could 
he  have  foreseen  that,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  two 

*  Soe  1  Burke,  lf)6. '  entitled   «*Good   Newes   from   Vir 

t  Stith,  124.     Smith,  Hist.  ofVir-  ginia,  sent  to  the  Counsell  and  Com- 

ipnia.     Richmond  cd.  vol.  ii.  p.  12.  pany  of  Virginia,  resident  in  Eng- 

X  "Epislle  Dedicatorie,"  hy  W  land.      From  Alexander  Whitaker, 

Crashawe,  to  a  book  written  in  1613,  the  minister  of  Henrico  in  Virginia.** 
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hundred  years,  the  blood  of  this  noble-hearted  Indian 
maiden  would  be  flowing  in  the  veins  of  some  of  the  most 
distinguished  members  of  that  church,  the  foundations  of 
which  he  was  then  laying  ? 

If  Virginia  was  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  such  a 
clergyman  as  Mr.  Hunt,  she  was  not  less  favoured  in 
having  the  ministrations  of  Mr.  Whitaker.     The  eulo- 
gium  just  quoted  is  not  to  be  classed  with  the  effusions 
of  a  too  partial  friendship ;  the  subject  of  that  eulogium 
acquired  for  himself  the  honourable  title  of  **  The  Apostle 
of  Virginia."*     He  was  the  son  of  the  celebrated  Dr. 
William  Whitaker,  Master  of  St.  John's,  Cambridge  ;t 
and  there  is  exhibited  in  such  of  the  letters  of  this  young 
missionary  as  have  come  down  to  our  day,  a  noble  spirit 
of  devotedness  to  his  work.     In  one  of  his  epistles,  advert- 
ing to  the  want  of  clergymen  in  the  colony,  he  thus  ex- 
presses his  feelings :  ''  I  maruaile  much  that  any  men  of 
honest  life  should  feare  the  sword  of  the  magistrate,  which 
is  unsheathed  only  in  their  defence.     But  I  much  more 
muse  that  so  few  of  our  English  ministers,  that  were  so  hot 
against  the  surplice  and  subscription,  come  hither,  where 
neither  are  spoken  of.    Doe  they  not  either  wilfully  hide 
their  tallents,  or  keepe  themselves  at  home  for  feare  of 
losing  a  few  pleasures  ?     Be  there  not  any  amongst  them 
of  Moses  his  mindc,  and  of  the  apostles  that  forsooke  all  to 
follow  Christ  1    But  I  refer  them  to  the  Judge  of  all  hearts, 
and  to  the  King  that  shall  reward  every  one  according  to 
the  gaine  of  his  talJent.     But  you,  hold  fast  that  which  you 
have ;  and  I,  though  my  promise  of  three  yeeres'  seruice  to 
my  countrey  be  expired,  will  abide  in  my  vocation  here 
untill  I  be  lawfully  called  from  hence.    And  so  betaking 
us  all  unto  the  mercies  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  I  rest  for 
ever."J     In  another  of  his  letters  he  again  expresses  his 
surprise  that  so  few  were  found  ready  to  afford  ministeria 

*  Life  of  Nicholas  Ferrer,  p.  40.  t  Parchaf,  book  ix.  ch.  1 1. 

t  4  Parcha«'«  Pilgrimi,  1770 
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aid :  ''  I  wonder  that  so  few  English  priests,  who  were  first 
so  warm  in  having  the  books  of  Moses  and  the  apostles, 
do  not  assist  us  more,  that  all  may  follow  the  gospel  of 
Christ.'** 

The  cry  for  help  which  came  from  this  devoted  mis- 
sionary was  but  the  echo  of  that  which  had  issued  from  the 
friends  and  originators  of  the  Virginia  colony.  There  is 
reason  to  fear  that  injustice  has  long  been  done  to  Virginia 
in  the  prevalence  of  an  opinion  that  religion  was  but  little, 
if  at  all,  regarded  by  those  who  planted  the  colony:  it  is 
time  that  such  an  opinion  should  be  corrected.  There  is 
extant  an  eloquent  and  spirit-stirring  appeal,  put  forth  by 
the  council  of  Virginia,  which  will  yield  to  no  similar  pro- 
duction of  later  times ;  it  is  full  of  the  genuine  spirit  of 
Christian  missions. 

"  O,  all  ye  worthies,  follow  the  ever-sounding  trumpet 
of  a  blessed  honour;  let  religion  be  the  first  aim  of 
your  hopes,  et  ccetera  adjicientur^  and  other  things  shall 
be  cast  unto  you:  your  names  shall  be  registered  to 
posterity  with  a  glorious  title.  These  are  the  men  whom 
God  raised  to  augment  the  state  of  their  country,  and 
to  propagate  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Neither  ought 
any  man  to  live  under  Augustus  as  if  he  lived  under 
Domitian^  quihus  inertia  est  pro  sapientia:  to  whom  slug- 
gishness and  privacy  is  imputed  for  wisdom  and  policy. 
The  same  God  that  hath  ioyned  three  kingdoms  under 
one  Caesar,  will  not  be  wanting  to  add  a  fourth,  if  wee 
would  dissolve  that  frosty  icinesse  which  chillcth  our  zeal, 
and  maketh  vs  so  cold  in  the  action.  But  it  is  a  meere 
idea,  speculation,  and  fancy  to  sowe  spareingly,  and  yet 
expect  for  to  reape  plentifully;  when  a  penurious  supply 
is  like  the  casting  on  of  a  little  water  upon  a  great  fire,  that 
quencheth  not  the  heat,  but  augments  it :  when  procrasti- 

*  Correct  Description  and  Sitaa-    the  council  under  T^ord  De  In  W^ar. 
tion  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  by    4  Purchai,  1754. 
Ralph  Hamer.    Hamer  was  clerk  of 
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nating  delays  and  lingering  counsels  doe  lose  the  opor- 
tunity  of  flying  time;  whereby  we  rather  bewray  our 
colonic  than  relieve  it.  Let  no  man  adore  his  gold  as  his 
Grod,  nor  his  mammon  as  his  Maker.  If  God  have  scat- 
tered his  blessings  upon  you  as  snow,  will  you  return  no 
tributary  acknowledgments  of  his  goodnesse  ?  If  you  will, 
can  you  select  a  more  excellent  subject  than  to  cast  down 
the  altars  of  diuels,  that  you  may  raise  up  the  altar  of 
Christ ;  to  forbid  the  sacrifice  of  men,  that  Uiey  may  ofller 
up  the  sacrifice  of  contrite  spirites ;  to  reduce  barbarisme 
and  infidelity  to  ciuill  gouernment  and  Christianity  ?  Si 
frigido  loquar,  nihil  loquor;  if  I  speake  to  men  void  of 
piety,  I  speake  but  the  words  of  wind  and  vanity  I  other- 
wise, how  doth  that  man  groan  under  the  world's  corrup- 
tion, that  doth  not  actually  or  vocally  hasten  the  world's 
conversion.  Doubt  ye  not  but  God  hath  determined  and 
demonstrated  that  he  will  raise  our  state,  and  build  his 
church  in  that  excellent  climate,  if  the  action  be  seconded 
with  resolution  and  religion."* 

These  words,  uttered  more  than  two  hundred  years 
ago,  have  found  a  blessed  fulfilment;  verily,  God  has  built 
**  his  church  in  that  excellent  climate :"  let  not  the  agents 
who  commenced  the  work  be  pronounced  destitute  of 
religion. 

Among  other  changes  introduced  by  Sir  Thomas  Dale, 
during  his  short  administration,  was  one,  the  beneficial 
effects  of  which  were  soon  apparent.  Up  to  the  year 
1613,  there  had  been  no  such  thing  in  the  colony  as  dis- 
tinct and  exclusive  property.  Each  individual  put  the 
fruits  of  his  labours  into  a  common  stock,  which  ministered 
to  the  necessities  of  all.f  But  now  a  certain  quantity  of 
land,  fit  for  cultivation,  was  allowed  to  each  man ;  and  a 
portion  of  its  fruits  was  received  as  rent.     New  settle- 

"" ''  A  True  Declaration  of  the  Ef-    Ooancii  of  Virginia.*'  London,  1610. 
tale  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia.    Pub-         j  Stith,  131. 
lished  by  advice  and  direction  of  the 


t 


i  82  PROTESTAIiiT   JBPiSCOPAL   CHURCH  [1618. 
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i  ments  were  multiplied  as  fresh  emigrants  came  over,  and 

I  the  coloDists  themselves  began  to  make  efforts  to  procure 

J  clergymen. 

;  Sir  Thomas  Gates  returning  to  Europe  in  1613,  the 

government  again  devolved  upon  his  predecessor,  Sir 
Thomas  Dale,  who,  after  an  administration  of  three  years, 

-  also  went  home,  leaving  his  power  in  the  hands  of  George 

Yeardly.  During  the  last  administration  of  Dale,  the  in- 
creased security  given  to  property,  and  the  more  certain 

'  discovery  of  the  real  advantages  of  the  country,  imparted 

a  fresh  impulse  to  emigration,  and  the  new-comers  were 
numerous.  As  they  arrived,  they  formed  distinct  settle- 
ments, and  laid  the  foundation  of  new  parishes;  and 
though  it  is  now  impossible  to  trace  with  accuracy  the 
order  of  their  respective  establishments,  we  know  tliat 
at  Henrico  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wickham  was  the  clergyman, 
Mr.  Whitaker  was  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  and  Mr.  Bucke 
at  James  Town  ;*  and  tlie  fact  is  suflicicntly  attested,  that 
the  number  both  of  churches  and  clergymen  had  increased 
with  the  growth  of  the  country.  It  will  presently  be  seen 
that  the  latter  were  not  without  influence  in  the  affairs  of 
government.  In  May,  1617,  Captain  Argall  arrived  from 
England,  clothed  with  the  authority  of  deputy  governor. 
He  had  lived  in  the  colony  before,  and  therefore  was  not 
ignorant  of  tliat  singular  code,  '*  divine,  morall,  and  mar- 
tiall,"  from  which  an  extract  has  already  been  presented. 
He  is  charged  by  the  historians  of  that  period  with  a 
determination  to  gratify  his  rapacity  and  injustice  at  the 
expense  of  the  colony ;  and  therefore  he  eagerly  converted 
these  laws  into  an  instrument  for  obtaining  his  ends.  In 
revising  his  code,  he  did  not  neglect  the  work  of  legislation 
for  the  church;  and,  accordingly,  in  1618,  we  find  him 
promulgating  "that  every  person  should  go  to  church, 
Sundays  and  holydays,  or  lye  neck  and  heels  that  night, 
and  be  a  slave  to  the  colony  the  following  week ;  for  the 
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second  offence,  he  should  be  a  slave  for  a  month ;  and  for 
the  third,  a  year  and  a  day."* 

In  the  same  year  occurred  an  incident  which  illustrates 
that  influence  of  the  clergy  to  which  allusion  has  been 
made.  Captain  Argall  had  taken  the  servants  of  Lord  De  la 
War  from  his  estate,  and  employed  them  on  his  own  lands, 
without  the  slightest  authority  for  so  doing.  Captain 
Brewster,  who  was  the  agent  of  Lord  De  la  War,  ordered 
one  of  the  servants  to  return ;  and  on  receiving  a  flat  re- 
fusal, threatened  the  delinquent  with  the  consequences  of 
his  insubordination.  Argall  was  informed  of  the  threat, 
and  Brewster  was  arrested,  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and 
condemned  to  death  on  a  charge  of  uttering  against  his 
commander  seditious  words,  tending  to  a  mutiny.  This 
act  of  tyranny  seems  to  have  roused  the  colonists  to  re- 
monstrance. The  martial  laws  were  odious,  and  the 
present  was  a  favourable  opportunity  for  protesting  against 
their  severity.  The  court,  by' which  Brewster  was  tried, 
waited  in  a  body  on  the  deputy  governor  to  intercede  for 
the  life  of  the  prisoner ;  and  they  summoned  to  their  aid  all 
those  of  the  clergy  who  could  be  readily  convened ;  these 
promptly  answered  the  summons,  and  presented  themselves 
also  before  the  tyrant,  to  supplicate  mercy  for  the  unhappy 
Brewster.  Argall,  however  much  disposed  to  gratify  his 
malignity,  was  alarmed,  it  is  supposed,  by  the  weight  of 
character  of  those  who  thus  protested  against  his  iniquity, 
and  yielded  at  length  to  their  intercession.  And  this 
transaction,  furnishing  to  Brewster,  on  his  return  to  Eng- 
land, a  theme  for  indignant  expostulation  with  the  Com- 
pany, probably  led  to  the  entire  disuse  of  the  bloody  code, 
secured  to  the  colonists  the  privileges  of  Englishmen  living 
under  English  law,  and  released  at  once  both  church  and 
state  from  the  tyranny  of  martial  rules. 
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CHAPTER  II. 
1610-1G24. 

First  Legislature  of  Virginia — Establishment  of  the  Church — Whole  Nuni' 
her  of  the  Clergy — Encouragement  to  Emigration  of  Ministers — Effbrtv 
in  behalf  of  Education— Henrico  College— East  India  School— Plans  de- 
feated by  Indian  Massacre — Chanco,  a  converted  Native ;  his  Christian 
conduct — General  Character  of  the  Clergy — Legislature  of  1624 — Laws 
made  for  the  Advancement  and  Permanency  of  the  Church. 

The  year  1619  is  memorable  in  the  annals  of  Virginia, 
as  being  the  period  at  which  a  legislative  body,  taken  from 
among  the  inhabitants,  convened  for  the  first  time  in  the 
colony.*  The  tyranny  of  Argall  was  not  permitted  to 
continue  long.  Advised  by  private  letters  that  his  official 
conduct  was  about  to  be  made  the  subject  of  rigid  scrutiny 
by  a  new  governor,  clothed  with  authority  for  that  pur« 
pose,  he  precipitately  left  the  colony,  and  in  this  year  was 
succeeded  by  Sir  (Jeorge  Yeardly.  The  colony,  it  will 
be  remembered,  was  still  under  the  control  of  the  Com- 
pany in  England ;  and  as  upon  the  representations  of 
Brewster,  they  had  decided,  with  but  one  dissenting 
voice,  against  the  enforcement  of  martial  law  in  a  time 
of  peace,  it  became  necessary  to  make  provision  for  the 
government  of  Virginia  under  some  milder  code.  The 
new  governor,  therefore,  brought  with  him  a  new  charter ; 
by  which,  among  other  matters,  it  was  provided  that  the 
clergy  should  have  in  each  borough  a  glebe,  to  consist  of 
one  hundred  acres,  and  should  receive  from  the  profits  of 
each  parish  a  standing  revenue,  to  be  worth  at  least  two 
hundred  pounds. 

The  population  was  increased  by  the  introduction  of 
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one  thousand  new  settlers ;  and  there  had  been  no  previous 
period,  in  the  history  of  the  colony,  when  its  affairs  were 
in  a  more  prosperous  condition.  Under  these  auspicious 
circumstances,  the  governor  called  an  assembly,  which 
met  at  James  Town.  It  consisted  of  **ivro  burgesses 
chosen  for  every  town,  hundred,  and  plantation;"  and 
from  the  number  of  representatives,  the  fact  is  gathered 
that  the  colony  then  consisted  of  eleven  corporations. 

Among  the  first  enactments  of  the  legislature  were  those 
which  concerned  the  church.  The  general  provisions  of 
the  charter,  which  have  already  been  mentioned,  were  im- 
bodied  in  a  statutory  form ;  and  it  seems  probable  that  the 
mode  of  obtaining  the  competent  support  which  was  thus 
granted,  was  also  the  subject  of  enactment.  Tobacco  was 
the  chief  article  of  produce ;  and  the  dues  of  the  minister 
were  paid  for  the  most  part  in  that  commodity.  In  the 
legislature  of  1621-2,  it  was  enacted  that  each  clergyman 
should  receive  from  his  parishioners  fifteen  hundred  pounds 
of  tobacco  and  sixteen  barrels  of  corn.  Ten  pounds  of 
tobacco  and  one  bushel  of  corn  were  the  utmost  that  any 
individual  could  be  compelled  to  pay:  and  to  this  assess- 
ment every  male  inhabitant,  who  had  reached  the  age  of 
sixteen,  was  liable.  And  if  this  levy  should  prove  unequal 
in  value  to  two  hundred  pounds,  the  law  proceeded  to 
declare  that  "  the  minister  was  to  be  content  with  less."* 

Up  to  this  period  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  had 
always  been  attached  to  the  Church  of  England.  There 
is  reason,  however,  to  believe  that  about  this  time  a  small 
number  of  puritans  sought  refuge  in  the  colony  ;t  but  it 
was  too  inconsiderable  to  introduce  any  change  in  the 
religious  opinions  of  the  people,  and  public  worship  con- 
tinued to  be  conducted,  as  it  always  had  been,  in  con- 
formity with  the  ritual  of  the  Church  of  England.  That 
church,  however,  could  not  claim  for  itself  the  privileges 
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of  an  establishment^  in  Virginia,  prior  to  the  legislation  of 
IGIO;  for  the  general  declaration  contained  in  the  charter 
of  James,  that  the  mode  of  worship  in  the  intended  colony 
should  conform  to  that  of  the  English  church,  simply  im* 
posed  a  duty,  but  conferred  no  temporal  benefit.  It  is  from 
this  period,  therefore,  that  we  are  to  date  the  establishment 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia ;  and  at  this  time  the 
whole  colony  contained  but  five  clergymen  ;*  who  are  be* 
lieved  to  have  been  Messrs.  Whitaker»  Stockham,  Mease, 
Bargave,  and  Wickham.  This  scarcity  of  clergymen  in- 
duced the  Company  to  encourage  the  emigration  of  minis- 
ters by  directing  six  tenants  to  be  placed  on  every  glebe, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  an  immediate  source  of  reve- 
nue :  and  the  then  Bishop  of  London  undertook  to  exert 
himself  to  procure  suitable  clergymen  to  settle  in  the 
colony.f  Whether  this  circumstance  gave  rise  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  prelate  of  that  see  over  the  American 
church  prior  to  the  revolution,  is  not  known ;  but  this,  it  ii 
believed,  is  the  first  instance  in  which  his  connection  with 
the  church  on  this  continent  is  mentioned  in  history. 

The  importance  of  education,  as  intimately  connected 
with  the  preservation  and  dissemination  of  Christianity, 
also  seems  to  have  been  impressed  at  an  early  period  on 
the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  Company.  The  king 
(probably  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Company)  had,  prior  to 
this  time,  issued  his  letters  to  the  several  bishops  of  the 
kingdom  for  collecting  money  to  erect  a  college  in  Vir- 
ginia. The  object  of  this  measure,  when  first  adopted, 
was  stated  to  be  "  the  training  up  and  educating  infidel 
children  in  the  true  knowledge  of  God." J  Nearly  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  had  been  obtained  for  carrying  into  etteci 
this  benevolent  design ;  and  Henrico  had  been  selected  as 
the  site  of  the  proposed  seminary.    The  Company,  at  the 
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suggestion  of  its  treasurer,  now  granted  ten  thousand  acres 
of  land  to  be  laid  off  for  the  new  *•  University  of  Henrico ;" 
mild  the  original  design  was  enlarged  by  a  resolution  to 
make  the  seminary  a  school  for  the  English  as  well  as  for 
the  natives.*  Of  the  eleven  corporations,  already  men* 
tioned  as  being  represented  in  the  first  assembly,  four  had 
been  recently  created,  and  among  them  was  the  univer*> 
sity;  and  for  the  management  of  its  lands,  which  had  been 
thus  granted  by  the  Company,  two  agents  were  sent  over 
by  that  body. 

Under  the  care  of  these  agents,  added  to  that  of  Mr. 
George  Thorpe,  a  very  respectable  and  pious  man,  whose 
benevolent  exertions  for  the  intellectual  and  spiritual  im* 
provement  of  the  natives  entitle  him  to  honourable  remem* 
brance,  the  college  lands  were  brought  into  cultivation ; 
and  the  flattering  appearance  of  affairs  held  forth  to  the 
inhabitants  the  prospect  of  education  for  their  children,  and 
of  clergymen  firom  the  college  who,  though  ordained  in 
England,  would  still  be  sons  of  the  colony,  acquainted  with 
its  habits,  and  familiar  with  its  wants. 

So  far  as  the  church  alone  was  concerned,  had  there 
been  nothing  more  in  view,  the  establishment  of  Henrico 
University  was  a  measure  full  of  wisdom.  Experience 
would  seem  to  intimate  to  the  church  in  America  that, 
though  united  throughout  the  confederacy  by  a  common 
bond,  yet  the  different  portions  of  that  church  must,  for 
the  most  part,  respectively  depend,  for  a  permanent  supply 
in  the  ministry,  upon  those,  who  having  been  born  within 
certain  territorial  limits,  are  therefore  bound  by  strong  local 
attachments,  constitutionally  adapted  to  the  peculiarities  of 
climate,  and  familiar  with  national  habits  and  feelings. 

The  interest  felt  in  the  mother  country,  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  college,  was  attested  by  many  donations,  among 
which  is  recorded  one  of  a  thousand  pounds,  by  the  Bishop 
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of  London.  An  unknown  friend,  also,  sent  many  excellent 
religious  works,  and  a  very  valuable  map  of  the  American 
coast;  from  another  was  received  '*a  communion  cup. 
with  a  cover  and  case,  a  trencher  plate  for  the  bread,  a 
carpet  of  crimson  velvet,  and  a  damask  tablecloth  for  the 
college.^'  The  solicitude  felt  for  the  salvation  of  the  na- 
tives was  exhibited  in  a  gift  of  five  hundred  pounds  from 
some  person  unknown,  to  maintain  and  educate  in  Chris- 
tianity young  Indians ;  and  three  hundred  pounds  were 
left  to  the  college  by  the  will  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Ferrar,  for 
the  same  pious  object.*  At  home,  also,  the  college  found 
liberal  friends.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bargave,  who  was  then  the 
minister  at  Henrico,  gave  his  library,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  place  made  a  contribution  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds 
to  build  a  hostelry  for  the  entertainment  of  strangers  and 

visiters.t 

The  efforts  in  the  cause  of  education  were  not  limited, 
however,  to  the  establishment  of  the  university.  Such  an 
institution  of  learning  would  be  of  little  value  without  the 
aid  of  a  preparatory  school ;  and  for  the  introduction  of 
this,  the  colony  was  indebted  to  the  exertions  of  a  clergy- 
man. 

In  1621,  an  East  India  ship  having  returned  to  England 
from  India,  the  crew  were  prevailed  upon,  by  the  represen- 
tations of  their  chaplain,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Copeland,  to  con- 
tribute seventy  pounds  towards  building  a  church  or  free- 
school  in  the  colony  of  Virginia :  to  this,  one  unknown 
benefactor  added  thirty  pounds,  and  another  twenty-five 
pounds.  It  was  determined  by  the  Company  to  apply 
these  gifts  to  the  erection  of  a  free-school.  Charles  City 
was  selected  as  its  site,  being  the  spot  most  convenient 
to  all  parts  of  the  colony;  and  in  commemoration  of  the 
circumstances  in  which  it  originated,  it  was  called  the 
E€Lst  India  School    Nor  was  the  Company  less  attentive 
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to  its  interests  than  to  those  of  the  college ;  they  allotted 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  master  and  usher  one  thousand 
acres  of  land,  with  five  servants  and  an  overseer.  The 
school  was  to  have  dependance  on  the  college,  into  whichf 
as  soon  as  it  should  be  sufficiently  endowed  and  fit  for  the 
reception  of  students,  pupils  were  to  be  admitted  from  the 
school*  and  advanced  according  to  their  proficiency  in 
learning.* 

It  cannot,  therefore,  with  propriety  be  charged  upon 
either  the  (Company  or  the  colonists  that  they  were  un- 
mindful of  the  importance  of  education  to  the  advance- 
ment of  Christianity  and  the  prosperity  of  the  little  com- 
munity.  And  it  is  but  justice  to  the  good  men  of  a  former 
age  to  record  this  instance  of  their  pious  zeal,  in  the  effort 
which  they  made  to  cause  God's  **  way  to  be  known  upon 
earth,"  his  **  saving  health  among  all  nations.'^ 

Sir  George  Yeardly  having  expressed  a  wish  to  retire 
from  the  office  of  governor,  in  1621  Sir  Francis  Wyatt  was 
appointed  to  succeed  him ;  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
enactments  of  the  legislature  of  1610  had  not  been  carried 
into  full  effect ;  for  in  the  instructions  of  the  Company  to 
the  new  governor,  he  was  directed  "  to  take  into  especial 
regard  the  service  of  Almighty  God  and  the  observance 
of  his  divine  laws,  and  that  the  people  should  be  trained  up 
in  true  religion  and  virtue.  And  since  their  endeavours 
for  the  establishment  of  the  honour  and  rights  of  the  church 
and  ministry  had  not  yet  taken  due  effect,"  the  Company 
required  of  the  governor  and  assembly  *'  to  employ  their 
utmost  care  to  advance  all  things  appertaining  to  the  order 
and  administration  of  divine  service,  according  to  the  form 
of  the  Church  of  England ;  carefully  to  avoid  all  factious 
and  needless  novelties,  which  only  tended  to  the  distur- 
bance of  peace  and  unity ;  and  to  cause  that  the  ministers 
should  be  duly  respected  and  maintained,  and  the  churches 
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or  places  appointed  for  divine  service  decently  accommo- 
dated, according  to  former  order  in  that  behalf."* 

The  spiritual  good  of  the  natives  seems  also  to  have 
been  an  object  of  deep  solicitude ;  for  in  the  same  body  of 
instructions,  the  Company  pressed  upon  the  governor  and 
assembly,  in  a  particular  manner,  **  the  using  all  probable 
means  of  bringing  over  the  natives  to  a  love  of  civilization, 
and  to  the  love  of  God,  and  his  true  religion."  To  this 
purpose  a  pious  example  among  the  English  in  their  own 
persons  and  families  was  strongly  recommended  ;  and  the 
employment  of  the  natives  as  labourers  for  hire  was  di« 
rected,  to  familiarize  them  to  the  customs  of  civilized  life, 
and  thus  gradually  to  bring  them  to  a  knowledge  of  Chris- 
tianity, that  they  might  be  employed  as  instruments  **  in 
the  general  conversion  of  their  countrymen,  so  much  de- 
sired." It  was  also  recommended  ^that  each  town, 
borough,  and  hundred,  should  procure,  by  just  means,  a 
certain  number  of  Indian  children,  to  be  brought  up  in  the 
first  elements  of  literature ;  that  the  most  towardly  of  these 
should  be  fitted  for  the  college,  in  building  of  which  they 
purposed  to  proceed  as  soon  as  any  profit  arose  from  the 
estate  appropriated  to  that  use;  and  they  earnestly  re- 
quired their  earnest  help  and  furtherance  in  that  pious  and 
important  work;  not  doubting  the  particular  blessing  of 
God  upon  the  colony,  and  being  assured  of  the  love  of  all 
good  men  upon  that  account."t 

But  these  prosperous  beginnings  and  commendable 
eflforts  were  destined  soon  to  be  entirely  defeated  by 
causes  from  which  no  danger  was  apprehended.  The 
whites  (ever  since  the  marriage  of  Pocahontas)  had  lived 
on  terms  of  amity  with  the  natives,  nor  had  anything  of 
recent  date  occurred  to  interrupt  the  harmony.  The 
peace  existing  between  the  parties  was  the  result  of  solemn 
treaty,  and  repeated  assurances  to  the  English  of  entire 
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friendship  on  the  part  of  their  savage  neighbours  com- 
pletely disarmed  suspicion.  ^  Sooner  shall  the  sky  fall /' 
said  the  wily  Indian  chief,  '*  than  the  peace  shall  be  vio- 
lated on  my  part**  But  in  the  midst  of  all  these  profes- 
nons,  a  conspiracy,  consisting  of  no  less  than  thirty  Indian 
nations,  was  for  nearly  four  years  maturing  its  plans  for 
the  utter  extirpation  of  the  English  at  a  single  blow ;  and 
its  proceedings  were  marked  by  that  characteristic  cunning, 
and  consummate  duplicity  so  well  understood  by  him  who 
has  studied  the  savage  of  North  America.  Not  a  word 
was  said,  nor  a  sign  given,  which  could  betray  the  secrets 
of  the  confederacy ;  and  of  all  the  thirty  nations,  not  a 
single  Indian  was  found  for  four  years  to  violate  his  en« 
gagements.  They  kept  their  counsel  but  too  well  for  the 
unfortunate  colony;  for,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1622,  hordes 
of  savages  burst  upon  the  unsuspecting  and  defenceless 
whites,  and,  involving  in  indiscriminate  slaughter  all  whom 
they  met,  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  in  the  short 
space  of  one  hour,  murdered  no  less  than  three  hundred 
and  forty-seven  men,  women,  and  children.  The  attack 
was  made  simultaneously  at  thirty-one  different  settle- 
ments, and  of  the  labourers  on  the  lands  of  the  college, 
seventeen  were  slain.  The  inhabitants  who  escaped 
sought  of  course  the  protection  of  James  Town,  where 
the  governor  concentrated  the  remains  of  the  colony ;  the 
plantations  were  abandoned,  and  to  the  horrors  of  massacre 
were  soon  superadded  the  miseries  of  famine.  Of  eighty 
plantations  which  were  advancing  to  completion,  eight 
only  remained ;  and  of  twenty-nine  hundred  and  sixty  in- 
habitants, eighteen  hundred  were  all  that  were  left.*  These 
survivors  turned  their  thoughts  on  vengeance  towards 
their  foes,  and  the  affairs  of  the  college  were  forgotten. 

*  *•  A  declaration  of  the  i tate  of    infideli  upon  the  English,  the  22d  of 
tbe  colony  and  afiain  in  Virginia,     March  laat,'*  p  13.     Parchae,  book 
with  a  relation  of  the  barbaroui  mas-    ix.  ch.  xt.  ;  1  Burk,  240  ;  1  Hohnes'i 
■acre  in  the  time  of  peace  and  league,    Annals,  1 78. 
treacheioosly  executed  by  the  native 
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The  massacre  of  Opecancanough  thus  gave  a  death-blow 
to  the  first  efforts  made  in  America  for  the  establishment 
of  a  college,  and  years  elapsed  before  the  attempt  was 
renewed. 

As  connected  with  the  slaughter  of  the  whites,  an  inci- 
dent occurred  which  should  find  a  place  in  this  narrative, 
because  it  affords  proof  of  the  success  with  which  the 
clergy  of  the  colony  had  laboured  for  the  conversion  of 
some,  at  least,  of  the  heathen  around  them.  The  preserva- 
tion of  that  portion  of  the  colony  which  escaped,  was 
owing  solely  to  the  affection  and  fidelity  of  a  Christianized 
native.  This  Indian,  by  name  Chanco^  lived  with  Richard 
Pace,  and  was  beloved  by  his  master  with  an  affection  at 
once  Christian  and  parental. 

On  the  night  preceding  the  massacre,  the  brother  of 
Chanco  slept  with  him,  and  enjoining  secrecy,  communi- 
cated to  him  the  intended  massacre,  with  a  command  from 
his  chief  Opecancanough,  that  he  should  murder  his  master. 
The  grateful  Indian,  immediately  on  his  brother's  depar- 
ture, hastened  to  Pace,  and  disclosed  what  had  been  com- 
municated to  him.  His  master  knew  him  too  well  to 
doubt  his  information  for  a  moment,  and  instantly,  before 
day,  repaired  to  the  governor  at  James  Town,  which,  with 
the  adjoining  settlements,  was  put  in  a  posture  of  defence, 
and  so  escaped  the  threatened  ruin.  *'  And  thus,"  says  a 
contemporary,  who  furnishes  this  account,  *'  the  rest  of  the 
colony,  that  had  warning  given  them,  by  this  means  was 
saved.  Such  was  (God  be  thanked  for  it)  the  good  fruit 
of  an  infidel  converted  to  Christianity ;  for  though  three 
hundred  and  more  of  ours  died  by  many  of  these  pagan 
infidels,  yet  thousands  of  ours  were  saved  by  the  means  of 
one  of  them  alone  which  was  made  a  Christian."* 

It  has  been  remarked,  by  a  European  annalist,t  that  ^^the 
emigrants,  notwithstanding  the  humane  instructions  of  their 

*  4  PiurchM,  p.  1790;    1   Burk.  t  Chalmers,  b.  1.  S8. 
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BOvereigD,  and  the  prudent  orders  of  the  Company,  had 
never  been  solicitous  to  cultivate  the  good-will  of  the 
aborigines.''  However  true  this  assertion  may  be  in 
many  instances,  it  is  gratifying  to  find,  in  the  history  of 
Chanco,  that  it  is  not  true  in  all.  A  reflection  here 
presents  itself,  not  unworthy  of  a  passing  notice.  We 
have  now  twice  seen  the  colony  saved  through  the  agency, 
direct  or  indirect,  of  the  clergy.  In  the  commencement 
of  the  enterprise,  the  piety  of  Mr.  Hunt  was  exerted  to  ap- 
pease the  quarrels  of  the  rival  leaders  of  the  colony;  and 
it  was  the  Christianity  taught  by  the  clergy  which  induced 
the  native  convert  to  become  an  inmate,  an  aflectionate 
servant,  and  a  Christian  friend  in  the  habitation  of  an  Eng- 
lish settler.  That  Christian  friendship  saved  the  colony 
from  destruction.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  deemed  rash 
to  conclude  that  the  clei^  were  not  the  most  useless  mem- 
bers of  the  infant  settlement ;  and  that  they  did  not  de- 
serve to  be  so  considered  is  attested  by  a  modem  historian, 
who,  while  he  sneers  at  Christianity,  yet  describes  the 
clergy  of  this  day  as  **  pious  missionaries,  with  a  temper 
and  demeanour  truly  Christian."*  To  the  ingenuity  of  the 
same  historian  must  be  left  the  task  of  reconciling  the 
declaration  just  quoted,  with  a  statement  elsewhere  made 
by  him,  that  "  the  clergy  had  very  early  been  regarded 
with  a  jealousy  which  checked  their  aspiring  pretensions.''t 
Aspiring  pretensions  belong  not  to  pious  men,  with  a  tem- 
per and  demeanour  truly  Christian ;  nor  is  it  creditable  to 
the  characters  of  the  founders  of  Virginia  to  represent  them 
as  having  been  roused  to  jealousy  by  the  exhibition  of  hum- 
ble piety.  The  fact  is,  that  the  clergy  and  the  colony  are 
both  misrepresented,  if  the  "  early"  period  here  spoken  of  is 
meant  to  embrace  the  time  prior  to  1622,  for  there  is  no 
evidence  to  establish  the  fact  of  jealousy  on  the  one  hand« 
or  ambition  on  the  other. 

*  1  Buri[,  26a  t  2  Burk,  appendix,  xxzL 
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The  next  record  of  the  early  existence  of  the  church  in 
Virginia  is  to  be  found  in  the  legislation  of  1624.  The 
colony  had  at  this  time,  by  an  accession  of  strength  from 
the  mother  country,  recovered  in  a  great  degree,  from  the 
disastrous  effects  of  the  massacre  in  1622 ;  and  a  colonial 
assembly  was  convened  by  Sir  Francis  Wyatt,  the  laws  of 
which  consisted  of  thirty-five  articles.  The  first  seven 
related  to  the  church  and  ministry,  and  enacted,-^ 

I.  That  in  every  plantation,  where  the  people  were  wont 
to  meet  for  the  worship  of  God,  there  should  be  a  house  or 
room  set  apart  for  that  purpose,  and  not  converted  to  any 
temporal  use  whatsoever;  and  that  a  place  should  be 
empaled  and  sequestered,  only  for  the  burial  of  the  dead. 

II.  That  whosoever  should  absent  himself  from  divine 
service  any  Sunday,  without  an  allowable  excuse,  should 
forfeit  a  pound  of  tobacco ;  and  that  he  who  absented  him* 
self  a  month,  should  forfeit  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco. 

III.  That  there  should  be  a  uniformity  in  the  church, 
as  near  as  might  be,  both  in  substance  and  circumstance, 
to  the  canons  of  the  Church  of  England  ;  and  that  all  per- 
sons should  yield  a  ready  obedience  to  them,  upon  pain  of 
censure. 

IV.  That  the  twenty-second  of  March  (the  day  of  the 
massacre)  should  be  solemnized  and  kept  holy;  and  that 
all  other  holydays  should  be  observed,  except  when  two 
fell  together  in  the  summer  season,  (the  time  of  their  field 
labours,)  when  the  first  only  was  to  be  observed,  by  reason 
of  their  necessities  and  employments* 

V.  That  no  minister  should  be  absent  from  his  cure 
above  two  months  in  the  whole  year,  upon  penalty  of  for- 
feiting half  his  salary;  and  whosover  was  absent  above 
four  months,  should  forfeit  his  whole  salary  and  cure. 

VI.  That  whosoever  should  disparage  a  minister,  with- 
out sufiKcient  proof  to  justify  his  reports,  whereby  the  minds 
of  his  parishioners  might  be  alienated  from  him,  and  his 
ministry  prove  the  less  effectual,  should  not  only  pay  five 
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hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  but  should  also  ask  the  minis- 
ter's foi^veness  publicly  in  the  congregation. 

VII.  That  no  man  should  dispose  of  any  of  his  tobacco 
before  the  minister  was  satisfied,  upon  forfeiture  of  double 
his  part  towards  the  salary ;  and  that  one  man  of  every 
plantation  should  be  appointed  to  collect  the  minister's 
salary,  out  of  the  first  and  best  tobacco  and  corn.* 

The  adoption  of  these  laws  was  the  last  act  of  legislation 
which  ajSected  the  church,  under  the  government  of  the 
Company.  It  was  in  1624  that,  under  the  forms  of  a 
judicial  proceeding,  the  charter  of  the  Company  was 
arbitrarily  resumed  by  the  king,  and  the  proprietary 
government  ceased  in  Virginia. 

•  I  Hening*!  VirgiDia  Sututei,  at  Urge,  122 ;  SUih,  319. 
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CHAPTER   III. 
1628-1651. 

Vif  it  of  Lord  Baltimore— Refuset  to  take  the  Oath  of  Sapremacy— Witeh- 
craA — Tyranny  of  the  OoTemor — Stephen  Reek'i  Oaae — Miasionaiiee 
from  the  Independents  of  New-England — Driven  away  by  Act  of  Coo- 
formity — Right  of  Presentation  and  Induction — Loyalty  of  Yirginia^ 
Attachment  to  the  Church — Banishment  of  Mr.  Hartiaony  a  Con* 
gregational  Minister — Subjugation  of  Virginia  to  the  Commonwealth.* 

The  change  in  government  does  not  seem  to  have  inter- 
rupted the  administration  of  existing  laws.  The  pedantic 
monarch,  who  had  now  become  sole  proprietor,  was  am- 
bitious  of  digesting  a  plan  of  permanent  government,  and 
required  time  and  study  for  the  full  development  of  his 
talent  for  legislation.  Meanwhile,  and  until  the  period  of 
royal  leisure  should  arrive,  he  appointed  a  provisional 
government  to  supply  the  present  exigency,  and  the  colony 
proceeded  quietly  under  the  laws  already  in  being.  It  is 
not  improbable,  therefore,  that  the  church  slowly  gathered 
strength,  and  assumed  more  of  a  permanent  character, 
under  the  protection  of  the  enactments  already  recited. 
The  only  laws  concerning  religion  which  are  to  be  found 
on  the  records,  provide  that  "  all  those  that  worke  in  the 
ground,  of  what  qualitie  or  condition  soever,  shall  pay  tithes 
to  the  ministers ;"  and  that  *'  there  bee  an  especiall  care 
taken  by  all  commanders  and  others  that  the  people  doe 
repaire  to  their  churches  on  the  Saboth  day;  and  to  see 
that  the  penalty  of  one  pound  of  tobacco  for  every  time  of 
absence,  and  fifty  pounds  for  everie  month's  absence,  sett 
downe  in  the  act  of  the  (renerall  Assembly,  1623,  be  levyed, 
and  the  delinquents  to  pay  the  same ;  as  alsoe  to  see  that 
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the  SaboCh  day  be  not  ordinarily  profaned  by  workeing  in 
any  imployments,  or  by  iournyeing  from  place  to  place.'** 
There  is,  however,  in  this  portion  of  our  narrative  little 
more  than  conjecture  to  guide  us ;  nor  is  there  any  incident, 
prior  to  the  year  1628,  which  throws  any  light  on  the  re- 
ligious condition  of  the  country.  It  was  in  that  year  that 
Lord  Baltimore  visited  Virginia ;  and  called  forth,  by  his 
arrival,  evidence  of  the  strong  attachment  of  the  colony  to 
the  principles  of  the  Protestant  faith,  as  held  by  the  Church 
of  England.  His  lordship  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
Rome ;  and  the  assembly,  which  was  in  session  at  the  time 
of  his  arrival,  by  an  exercise  of  authority,  the  lawfulness  of 
which  has  been  questioned,t  required  of  him  and  his  fol- 
lowers to  take  the  oaths  of  supremacy  and  allegiance. 
This  was  declined  by  his  lordship ;  and  the  assembly  con- 
tented itself  with  referring  the  whole  matter  to  the  king 
and  council.  The  occurrence  is  recorded  as  illustrative  of 
the  general  attachment  of  the  colony  to  the  reformed  re* 
ligion;  and  as  indicating  the  prevalent  opinion  that  the 
church  in  Virginia  was  a  branch  of  the  establishment  at 
home,  and  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  same  laws.;|; 

In  the  year  1629,  Sir  John  Hervey  entered  on  his  ad- 
ministration as  governor,  under  the  authority  of  a  royal 
commission ;  and  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  March,  in  the 
succeeding  year,  he  convened  an  assembly.  The  tyranny 
of  his  sway  is  attested  by  all  the  historians  of  the  period, 
and  a  mildness  in  the  administration  of  the  laws,  touching 
the  discipline  of  the  church,  was  one  of  the  first  subjects  of 
official  notice.  The  decisions  of  the  court  of  high  commis- 
sion in  England,  were  acknowledged,  in  words,  to  be  'au- 
thority in  the  ecclesiastical  concerns  of  the  colony,  so  &r 
as  they  could  have  any  application ;  but,  in  point  of  fact, 
their  influence  was  very  rarely  felt.    Indeed,  it  may  well 

*  I  Hfning'f  Tirginia  Stmtutei,        t  Bozman'i  Maryland,  236,  237. 
at  large,  144.  t  2  Burk,  25. 


46  PROTESTAIfT  SFI8COFAL  CHURCH  [i629. 

be  questioned  whether  that  influence  was  felt  at  all ;  as, 
during  the  first  twenty-six  years  of  the  colony's  existence, 
DO  record  is  to  be  found  of  any  severity  inflicted  for 
the  non-observance  of  the  ordinances  of  the  church,  nor 
any  instance  of  the  application  of  ecclesiastical  dis-^ 
cipline  for  crimes  of  a  spiritual  nature.  It  has,  indeed, 
been  said  that  among  the  early  records  is  to  be  found 
the  history  of  the  trial,  condemnation,  and  execution  of 
a  woman,  by  fire,  for  witchcraft ;  and  this  has  led  a  late 
historian  to  insinuate  the  existence  of  a  persecuting  and 
intolerant  spirit  in  religion.*  If  the  supposed  execution 
ever  took  place,  it  is  not  perceived  that  it  sanctions  the 
inferences  which  have  been  made.  There  is  no  evidence 
that  the  judgment  was  rendered  by  an  ecclesiastical  court ; 
and  it  is  well  known  that  the  belief  in  witchcraft  was  uni- 
versal in  Europe  until  the  sixteenth  century,  and  even 
maintained  its  ground  with  tolerable  firmness  until  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth.  It  was  an  ofience  cognizable 
by  the  civil  courts,  having  been  made  a  felony,  without 
benefit  of  clergy,  by  statute  1  James  I,  c.  12,  (enacted 
in  1608,)  so  that,  if  the  fact  of  the  execution  mentioned 
above  rested  on  certain  testimony,  it  would  still  be  a  gra- 
tuitous imputation  to  charge  it  upon  the  church.  The  only 
record  of  a  trial  for  witchcraft  in  Virginia,  is  believed  to  be 
that  of  Grace  Sherwood  of  Princess  Ann  county;  and  if 
it  be  this  to  which  the  historian  has  alluded,  it  does  not 
sustain  his  insinuation ;  for  it  was  a  trial  before  the  civil 
authority ;  it  did  not  take  place  until  1705,  6;  nor  does  it 
appear  from  the  record  that  the  accused  was  executed.f 
Virginia,  therefore,  is  entitled  to  the  honourable  distinction 
of  having,  in  the  infancy  of  her  political  existence,  sustained 
religion  without  severity,  when  her  course  found  but  little 
countenance  in  the  world's  example.    And  if  she  should 

*  2  Burk,  appendix,  2zxi.  t  CollecUoni  of  the  Virginia  Hit- 

torical  Society,  vol.  i.  p.  73. 
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be  deemed  justly  chargeable  with  inconsistency  in  enacting 
aeverely*  and  executing  mildly,  the  inconsistency  was  at 
least  amiable;  and  she  need  not  blush  to  own  that  the 
feelings  of  humanity  triumphed  over  the  sternness  of  a 
mistaken  theory. 

Such  mildness,  however,  was  far  from  agreeable  to 
Sir  John  Hervey;  and,  in  the  assembly  of  1620,  an  act 
was  passed,  at  his  instigation,  enjoining,  under  severe 
penalties,  a  strict  conformity  to  the  canons  of  the  church  :* 
and  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  after  this  time  infrac- 
tions of  church  law  were  visited  with  punishment  The 
enactments  of  this,  and  the  period  immediately  subse- 
quent  to  it,  are  often  characterized  by  harshness ;  and  if,  as 
has  been  said,  they  were  ^judicious,"!  their  necessity  indi- 
cates the  sad  fact  that  the  practical  fruits  of  Christianity 
did  not  accompany  the  possession  of  a  sound  creed :  in 
other  words,  that  the  religion  of  the  day  was  more  nominal 
than  real.  It  is,  however,  a  point  worthy  of  examination, 
whether  this  supposed  necessity  was  not  itself  created  by 
the  severity  of  the  enactments  and  proclamations  under  the 
royal  governor.  To  coerce  men  into  the  outward  exercise 
of  religious  acts  by  penal  laws,  is  indeed  possible ;  but  to 
make  them  love  either  the  religion  which  is  thus  enforced, 
or  those  who  enforce  it,  is  beyond  the  reach  of  human 
power.  There  is  an  inherent  principle  of  resistance  to 
oppression,  seated  in  the  very  constitution  of  most  men, 
which  disposes  them  to  rebel  against  the  arbitrary  exercise 
of  violence  seeking  to  give  direction  to  opinions ;  and  it  is 
not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  one  sanguinary  law 
compel  men  to  live  piously,  should  beget  the  necessity  for 
more.  In  addition  to  this  consideration,  it  is  to  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  the  utmost  severity  in  enforcing  ecclesiastical 
law  was  the  fashion  of  those  who  were  in  power  at  home ; 
and  a  similar  course  in  the  colony  would  therefore  be 
deemed  an  acceptable  offering  to  the  authorities  of  the 

*  1  Hwiing't  Yirgiiiia  Sututef,  at  large,  14S.        t  2  Boik,  ai. 
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mother  country.  Without  intending  then  to  assert  that 
the  religious  condition  of  the  colony  was  all  that  could 
be  desired,  it  may  be  said  that  the  existence  of  these 
severe  enactments  furnishes  no  conclusive  evidence  that 
Christianity  was  at  a  low  ebb,  and  wickedness  triumphant. 
But,  however  this  may  be,  nothing  is  more  certain  than 
that  punishments  were  inflicted  on  the  colonists,  not  for 
professing  a  faith  different  from  that  which  was  established, 
but  for  not  complying  with  laws  made  to  enforce  that 
which  they  had  professed.  Upon  the  ancient  records  is 
to  be  found  the  entry  of  the  excommunication  of  a  colonist 
^  for  forty  days,  for  using  scornful  speeches,  and  putting  on 
bis  hat  in  church,  when,  according  to  an  order  of  court,  he 
was  to  acknowledge  and  ask  forgiveness  for  an  oflfence."* 
But  the  most  memorable  instance  is  furnished  in  the  case 
of  Stephen  Reek,  which  occurred  in  1642,  under  the  first 
administration  of  Sir  William  Berkeley.  It  has  already 
been  mentioned,  that  the  decrees  of  the  court  of  high  com- 
mission were  acknowledged  as  authority  in  the  ecclesias- 
tical concerns  of  the  colony.  They  had  now  come  to  be 
the  established  rules  of  conduct;  and  the  authority  of 
Archbishop  Laud  was  not  less  conclusive  in  Virginia  than 
it  was  in  England.  His  opinions  concerning  the  puritans 
were  implicitly  received  and  acted  upon,  so  that  the  colony 
afforded  no  countenance,  nor  even  a  home  to  one  of  that 
class ;  for  during  the  short  administration  of  Sir  Francis 
Wyatt,  who  succeeded  Hervey,  (from  1689  to  1641,)  several 
laws  were  enacted  against  the  puritans,  though  there  were 
then  none  in  the  colony,  ^  to  prevent,'*  as  was  said,  **  the  infec- 
tion from  reaching  this  country .''f  The  greatest  reverence 
and  respect  for  the  character  and  doctrines  of  the  arch- 
bishop were  enjoined  under  heavy  penalties ;  and  no  re- 
flection, however  slight,  was  allowed  against  royal  or  epis- 

•  1  HeniBg'f  VirginU  Statute*,        f  B«veriy,  57 ;  3  Burk,  76. 
at  Urge,  3S8. 
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copal  aathority .  Under  this  state  of  things,  Reek,  either  in 
a  moment  of  exasperation  at  the  oppression  of  tyranny,  or 
in  the  indiscreet  indulgence  of  a  jocose  spirit,  was  unfor- 
tunately heard  to  say  that  ^  his  majesty  was  at  confession 
with  my  Lord  of  Canterbury.**  Whether  the  expression 
was  considered  as  amounting  to  a  charge  of  popery  against 
the  king,  or  as  importing  a  belief  that  his  majesty  was 
under  the  prelate's  guidance,  is  not  recorded ;  but  the  un- 
fortunate delinquent  was  pilloried  for  two  hours,  with  a 
label  on  his  back,  setting  forth  his  offence,  fined  fifty 
pounds,  and  imprisoned  during  pleasure.* 

The  usual  effects  of  punishment,  in  cases  of  this  kind, 
were  soon  apparent.  Such  punishment  never  yet  failed 
to  give  resolution  to  the  spirit  of  resistance ;  and  men  are 
often  led,  by  severity,  to  the  adoption  of  measures,  of  which, 
if  unmolested,  they  would  probably  have  never  thought 
On  the  records  of  the  first  church  in  Boston,  there  may  be 
found,  in  the  very  year  in  which  Reek  was  punished,  the 
history  of  an  application  sent  from  Virginia,  addressed 
to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  and  gentlemen  of 
influence  in  the  community,  beseeching  them  "to  send 
ministers  of  the  gospel  into  that  region,  that  its  inhabitants 
might  be  privileged  with  the  preaching  and  ordinances  of 
Jesus  Christ ''t  And  (as  we  have  seen  that  the  case  of 
Reek  did  not  stand  alone)  it  can  scarcely  admit  of  doubt, 
that  the  application  was  prompted  by  opposition  to  the 
indiscreet  and  oppressive  measures  pursued  in  Virginia. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  said  by  a  modem  historian,:|:  (whose 
inaccuracies  may  find  some  extenuation  in  the  fact  that  he 
is  a  foreigner,  and  wrote  under  many  disadvantages  in  his 
materials,  and  at  a  distance  from  the  scene  of  action,)  that 
this  application  to  Massachusetts  was  made  by  the  little 

*  1  Hening**  ViTginia  Statotof,  1  MathoT'i  Magnalia,  Haitfoid  cd., 
at  large,  652;  2  Burk,  67.  588;  though  Mather  placet  it  in  1641. 

t  Emenon*!  Hbtorical  Sketch  of  t  1  Graham*!  Hiit.  of  the  United 
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remnant  of  puritans,  who  are  supposed  to  have  entered  the 
colony  in  1610.  No  authority  is  given  by  him  for  the 
statement,  nor  is  it  known  on  what  ground  it  rests.  It  is  be- 
lieved to  be  erroneous ;  the  most  diligent  research  has  not 
been  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  any  such  fact ;  and  as 
twenty-three  years  had  now  elapsed  since  the  arrival  of 
puritans  in  1619,  during  all  which  time  the  Church  of 
England  was  the  establishment,  it  will  not  be  deemed  im- 
probable that  the  distinct  existence  of  these  dissenters  had 
been  gradually  lost,  under  the  combined  influence  of  an  aot^ 
of  conformity,  the  vigilance  of  the  governor  and  council, 
and  the  known  want  of  a  pastor.  The  application,  there- 
fore, has  been  considered  as  that  of  members  of  the  estab- 
lishment driven  into  opposition  by  the  severity  of  rulers ; 
and  is  viewed  in  this  light ;  though  it  is  possible,  and  in- 
deed probable,  that  the  application  was  suggested  by  some 
of  those  who,  as  we  are  informed  by  Winthrop,  had  emi- 
grated from  New-England  two  years  before,  and  sought  a 
home  in  the  southern  colonies.* 

The  lesson  presented  is  plain  and  impressive.  Up  to 
the  period  of  Hervey's  arrival,  in  1629,  there  was  no 
complaint;  the  colonists  were  content  to  remain  in  the 
bosom  of  that  church  in  which  they  had  been  reared; 
and  there  is  ample  evidence  of  a  conscientious  and 
general  attachment  to  the  faith  which  was  established. 
The  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  was  planted  by  men 
who,  for  the  most  part,  were  decided  in  their  opposition  to 
the  Church  of  England.  That  church  received  as  little 
countenance  among  them,  as  puritanism  found  in  Virginia : 
and  yet,  notwithstanding  this  marked  difference  of  opinioOf 
a  portion  of  the  church  in  Virginia  is  found,  goaded  into 
madness  by  the  folly  of  rulers,  and  willing  to  manifest  its 
resentment  by  an  alliance  with  those  who  could  furnish  no 
aid,  but  at  the  expense  of  that  church  which  once  had  their 
best  aflfections, 

•  %  SsTagei*  Winikrop,  SI. 
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The  application  to  Boston  was  laid  before  a  meeting 
of  the  ministers  of  that  place,  when  three  were  desig- 
nated to  answer  the  call :  of  these  three,  one  only,  Mr. 
Tomson,  could  be  prevailed  on  to  obey  the  summons;* 
he  was,  however,  joined  afterward,  by  Mr.  Knolles  of  Wa- 
tertown  and  Mr.  James  of  New-Haven ;  and  these  three 
gentlemen  went  as  Congregational  missionaries  to  the 
Church  of  England  in  yirginia.t  Their  stay,  however, 
was  but  short,  for  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  year, 
enacted  **  that  for  the  preservation  of  purity  and  unity  of 
doctrine  and  discipline  in  the  church,  and  the  right  ad- 
ministraUon  of  the  sacraments,  no  minister  be  admitted  to 
officiate  in  this  country,  but  such  as  shall  produce  to  the 
governor  a  testimonial  that  he  hath  received  his  ordination 
from  some  bishop  in  England,  and  shall  then  subscribe, 
to  be  conformable  to  the  orders  and  constitutions  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  the  laws  there  established ;  upon 
which  the  governor  is  hereby  requested  to  induct  the  said 
minister  into  any  parish  that  shall  make  presentation  of 
him :  and  if  any  other  person,  pretending  himself  a  min- 
ister, shall,  contrary  to  this  act,  presume  to  teach  or 
preach  publicly  or  privately,  the  governor  and  council  are 
hereby  desired  and  empowered  to  suspend  and  silence  the 
person  so  offending;  and  upon  his  obstinate  persistance, 
to  compel  him  to  depart  the  country  with  the  first  conve- 
nience.^lt  ^f  ^®  unwelcome  visit  of  these  ministers  was 
not  the  cause  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  it  was  unquestion- 
ably this  law  which  compelled  their  speedy  return.^  Of 
the  effect  of  their  visit,  this  account  is  obtained  from  the 
statements  of  such  as  were  of  their  own  persuasion. 
**  They  had,"  says  Mather,||  "  little  encouragement  from 
the  rulers  of  the  place,  but  they  had  a  kind  entertainment 
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with  the  people.**  And  Winthrop*  remarks,  that  **  though 
the  state  did  silence  the  ministers,  because  they  would  not 
conform  to  the  order  of  England,  yet  the  people  resorted 
to  them  in  private  houses  to  hear  them.^  That  their  suc- 
cess was  but  limited,  will  appear  at  a  future  period  in  this 
narrative. 

There  is  one  clause  in  the  act  of  conformity  just  recited 
which  is  worthy  of  notice,  inasmuch  as  the  subject  which 
it  embraced  led  afterward  to  much  discussion  and,  indeed, 
litigation  ^  and  was  finally  adjusted  by  legislative  interpo- 
sition. It  related  to  the  rights  of  presentation  and  induc- 
tion ;  the  former  of  which  was,  by  implication  at  least, 
given  to  the  parish,  and  the  latter  to  the  governor.  But 
before  the  [Mtssage  of  this  act,  it  was  a  matter  of  dispute 
whether  the  parishes,  as  builders  and  endowers  of  all  the 
churches,  bad  not,  by  the  law  of  England,  the  right  of  pres- 
entation ;  and  after  its  enactment,  many  parishes  still  con- 
tended for  the  exercise  of  the  right,  under  the  law  of  Engw 
land,  independent  of  the  statutcf  But  on  whatever  ground 
the  right  rested,  it  was  certainly  exercised  by  the  parishes ; 
and  it  is  believed  that  it  continued  to  be  exercised  up  to 
the  period  of  the  American  Revolution.  As  a  specimen  of 
the  letters  of  induction  commonly  used,  a  copy  of  one,  with 
the  omission  of  names  only,  made  from  the  original,  is  sub- 
joined ;  in  which  it. will  be  remarked  that  the  right  of  the 
parish  to  make  the  presentation  seems  to  be  recognised. 

"A. B.,  his  majesty's  lieutenant,  and  governor-general 
of  the  colony  and  dominion  of  Virginia, 

«'  To  the  vestry  of  Hungar's  parish  in  Northampton 
county. 

^  In  virtue  of  the  presentation  which  you  have  made  to 

m 

*  See  2  Savage**  Wintbrop,  96 ;  ginia,  by  Ricbard  Bland,  Eaq.,  one 

Habbard^f  Hiatoiy  of  New-Engbind,  of  the  KepreientatiTea  in  Aaaimblj 

411.  for  tbe  county  of  Prince  George.    A 
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me  of  the  Rev.  C.  D^  to  be  your  minbter,  I  do  induct  him 
into  the  real,  actual,  and  corporal  possession  of  the  parish 
of  Hungars,  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  with  all  the 
rights,  profits,  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging.** 

Particuliarity  of  statement  on  this  point  will  not,  per* 
haps,  be  deemed  useless,  when  it  is  understood  that  the 
legislation  of  a  future  period,  which  most  deeply  affected 
the  church  in  its  temporal  interests,  involved  a  question 
as  to  the  actual  ownership  of  the  church  property ;  the 
right  of  presentation  aided  in  settling  that  question :  and 
at  a  future  period  of  this  history,  it  will  be  found  important 
to  remember  that,  from  the  beginning,  thejusproprieiaiis 
was  supposed  to  be  in  the  body  of  people,  or  parish,  by 
which  the  church  edifice  was  erected,  and  its  lands  ob- 


At  this  time  another  circumstance  occurred  which  in* 
▼ites  remark,  inasmuch  as  history  has  connected  it  with 
the  religious  opinions  of  the  colony.  It  seems  that  Mr. 
Greorge  Sandys,  one  of  the  agents  of  the  colony  in  Eng* 
land,  petitioned  parliament,  in  the  name  of  his  constituents, 
for  the  restoration  of  the  old  company.  The  colony,  how- 
ever, formally  disavowed  the  act,  and  entreated  permission 
to  remain  under  the  royal  government;*  this  measure 
is  supposed  to  have  been  induced  by  attachment  to  the 
Church  of  England.  The  petition  of  Mr.  Sandys  was  pre- 
ferred to  the  long  parliament;  and  the  mother  country 
was  then  passing  through  the  troubles  which  resulted  in 
the  temporary  overthrow  of  monarchy.  The  attachment 
of  Virginia,  as  has  already  been  stated,  was  to  the  Church 
of  Ei^land ;  nor  is  there  'any  reason  to  doubt  that,  not* 
withstanding  the  disafiection  of  some,  among  the  great 
mass  of  the  inhabitants  it  was  a  conscientious  attachment. 
The  proeeedings  of  the  long  parliament,  and  the  spirit  of 

*  I  Hening't  Virgiiua  SututM,  at  large,  330. 
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those  who  ruled  the  disorganizen,  were  objects  of  saspicion 
in  Virginia.  The  colonists  saw  plainly  that  the  measures 
in  progress  tended  to  the  subversion  of  the  church ;  and 
they  viewed  the  puritans  (whom  they  cordially  disliked) 
as  engaged  in  an  efibrt,  not  merely  to  subvert  the  throne, 
but  to  destroy  the  Church  of  England  also.  And  this,  it  is 
said,  induced  the  colony  to  favour  the  royal  cause.* 

There  is  probably  some  truth  in  this  conjecture  of  the  his* 
torian,  but  it  is  not  the  whole  truth.  The  circumstance  does, 
indeed,  furnish  evidence  that  Virginia  preferred  the  Church 
of  England,  and  entertained  but  little  partiality  for  the 
puritans;  and,  according  to  the  view  just  presented,  she 
deserves,  at  least,  to  be  complimented  for  political  sagacity, 
in  having  foreseen  results  which  were  afterward  verified 
by  the  facts.  But  there  was  more  than  this  in  the  occur- 
rence. Virginia  was  loyal.  She  was  the  last  colony  to 
submit  to  the  parliament  Hundreds  of  the  cavaJiers 
sought  and  found  refuge  within  her  borders.  There  is 
ample  evidence  in  her  history  of  a  devoted  attachment  to 
the  crown.  And  who,  at  this  day,  will  reproach  her  on  that 
account  7  It  is  but  a  disingenuous  effort,  in  our  love  for  the 
political  institutions  of  our  own  country,  to  offer  a  lame  and 
insufficient  apology  for  loyalty  to  a  throne,  when  exhibited 
by  men,  who  had  been  taught  by  situation,  habits,  and  edu- 
cation to  deem  loyalty  a  virtue.  The  descendants  of  the 
cavaliers,  and  there  are  some  such  in  Virginia,  have  surely 
no  cause  to  blush  for  the  feeling  of  honour  which  kept  their 
fathers  faithful  to  what  they  thought  to  be  duty.  If,  how- 
ever, it  was  a  fault  in  the  colony  to  offer  resistance  to  the 
republican  principles  and  practices  of  the  commonwealth, 
let  the  fault  be  put  down  to  the  true  account — ^Virginia's 
loyalty ;  but  let  not  the  church  in  this  country  be  injured 
at  this  day  by  an  artful  insinuation,  that  adherence  to  her 
principles  involved  attachment  to  monarchy ;  let  her  not 

*  %  Burk,  76. 
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be  sacrificed  to  prejadicef  which  are  easily  ezcltedt  but 
allayed  with  difficulty. 

The  assembly  of  dissenters*  collected  by  the  missionaries 
from  Massachusetts*  whose  efforts  have  been  recorded  on 
a  previous  page,  amounted  in  1648,  to  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  members.  It  had  experienced  from  its  com« 
mencement  the  opposition  of  government ;  Mr.  Durand  its 
elder  bad  been  already  banished  by  the  governor ;  and  in 
this  year,  Mr.  Harrison,  its  pastor,  having  been  ordered  to 
depart  from  the  country,  sought  congeniality  of  sentiment 
among  the  Coogregationalists  or  Independents  of  New-Eng- 
land.*  One  who  was  contemporary  with  the  transactions 
here  related,  has  left  us  the  following  statement,  which 
presents  a  picture  of  persecution,  for  which  no  apology 
should  be  o&red :  ^  And  there  was  in  Virginia  a  certaine 
people  congregated  into  a  church,  calling  themselves  Inde- 
pendents,  which  daily  encreasing,  severall  consultations 
were  had  by  the  state  of  that  Coloney,  how  to  suppress  and 
extinguish  them,  which  was  daily  put  in  execution;  as 
first,  their  pastor  was  banished ;  next,  their  other  teachers; 
then  many  by  informations  clapt  up  in  prison,  then  gener- 
ally disarmed  (which  was  very  harsh  in  such  a  country 
where  the  heathen  live  round  about  them)  by  one  Colonel 
Samuel  Matthews,  then  a  counsellor  in  Virginia,  so  that 
they  knew  not  in  those  straights  how  to  dispose  of  thcm- 
selves.'^t  ^f*  Harrison,  on  his  return,  represented  that 
many  of  the  council  were  favourably  disposed  towards  the 
introduction  ot  puritanism,  and  **  one  thousand  of  the  peo* 
pie,  by  conjecture^**  were  of  a  similar  mind4  There  ia  but 
little  doubt  that  the  banishment  of  Mr.  Harrison  was  con- 
nected with  other  considerations  than  those  of  religion. 
The  time  at  which  it  occurred  was  but  a  few  months  prior 

*  1    HolinM*t   Annak,    SSS ;    8  Maryland.     A  pamphlet,  pabliahad 
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to  the  execution  of  the  unfortunate  Charles ;  and  the  re- 
ligious opinions  of  Mr.  Harrison  were  taken  as  an  index 
to  his  political  sentiments ;  be  was  banished^  probably,  as 
much  for  the  latter  as  the  former;  and  the  transaction 
afibrds  another  proof  of  the  deep  sympathy  which  Virginia 
felt  for  the  fallen  king. 

After  the  beheading  of  Charles,  the  parliament  directed  its 
attention  to  the  subjugation  of  the  colonies.  Virginia  made 
resistance ;  she  now  contained  a  population  of  twenty 
thousand,*  and  was  under  the  government  of  a  man,  who 
yielded  to  none,  in  attachment  to  the  family  of  the  late 
monarch.  Sir  William  Berkeley  resolved  not  to  sur« 
render  without  a  struggle ;  and  in  this  determination  be 
was  strengthened  by  the  cavaliers,  who,  as  has  been  before 
mentioned,  had  in  large  numbers  sought  a  refuge  in  Vir- 
ginia. Certain  Dutch  trading  ships  were  also  at  the  time 
lying  off  James  Town,  engaged  in  a  traffic  which  had  been 
interdicted  by  the  parliament ;  and  fearful  of  the  loss  of 
property,  and  perhaps  of  life,  under  the  decision  of  the 
parliament's  courts  in  England,  the  commanders  of  these 
ships  determined  to  make  common  cause  with  Virginia. 
The  vessels  were  accordingly  filled  with  men,  and  moored 
in  the  most  convenient  position  for  pouring  a  broadside 
into  an  approaching  enemy ;  while  troops,  commanded  by 
the  governor  in  person,  covered  the  eminences  that  over- 
looked the  waters  which  formed  the  peninsula.  When 
the  squadron  approached  James  Town,  the  leaders  of  the 
parliamentary  forces  were  startled  by  a  preparation  for 
resistance  alike  formidable  and  unexpected ;  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  commonwealth,  not  daring  to  hazard  an  attack* 
resorted  to  negotiation.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
council  happened  to  be  the  owners  of  a  large  quantity  of 
goods  which  had  been  shipped  for  them  in  England,  on 
board  some  of  the  vessels  of  the  invading  fleet,  and  their 

•  1  HotaMt*!  Annals,  916. 
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influence  was  sought  in  effecting  an  accommodation. 
They  yielded  to  considerations  of  interest,  produced  a 
division  of  sentiment  in  the  council,  and  at  length,  sorely 
against  the  wishes  of  the  governor,  it  was  resolved  to 
capitulate.  The  measure  having  been  determined  on,  all 
that  Sir  William  Berkeley  could  do,  was  to  unite  all  parties 
in  the  resolution  to  insist  on  the  most  honourable  terms. 
In  this  he  met  with  no  difficulty ;  and  the  conditions  of 
surrender  having  been  discussed  and  agreed  on  in  a  grand 
assembly  of  governor,  councillors,  and  burgesses,  they 
were  sent  to  the  commander  of  the  parliamentary  forces, 
with  a  solemn  assurance,  that  if  they  were  not  accepted 
without  the  slightest  alteration  or  qualification  the  colony 
was  prepared  to  endure  the  worst  rather  than  submit. 
The  parliamentary  leader  was  most  willing  to  accept  of 
the  surrender  on  their  own  terms  ;  and  truly  has  it  been 
sud  of  them,  that  they  were  **  the  most  liberal  and  ample 
that  were  ever  procured  under  similar  circumstances;'' 
and  form  **  an  honourable  and  lasting  record  of  the  spirit 
and  intelligence  of  Virginia.''* 

In  these  articles  of  capitulation,  the  governor  and  council 
were  excused  from  taking  the  oath  to  the  commonwealth 
for  one  year ;  and  were  not  to  be  censured  for  praying  for 
the  king,  or  speaking  well  of  him,  in  their  private  houses 
and  neighbourly  conference.  It  was  also  stipulated  '*  that 
the  use  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  shall  be  permitted 
for  one  yeare  ensueing,  with  reference  to  the  consent  of 
the  major  part  of  the  parishes,  provided  that  those  which 
relate  to  kingship,  or  that  government  be  not  used  pub- 
liquely,  and  the  continuance  of  ministers  in  their  placesi 
they  not  misdemeaning  themselves,  and  the  payment  of 
their  accustomed  dues  and  agreements  made  with  them 
respectively,  shall  be  left  as  they  now  stand,  dureing  this 
ensueing  yearc^t 

*  2  Bulk,  80,  6t  wq.    Bcreriy.  t  S  Bark,  90 ;    1  Hening't  Vir- 
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CHAPTER   IV. 
1651-1693. 

Introdoction  of  PariUnfl— Htlred  of  Paritanism — Reprored  bj  Cromwell 
— l^rginia  throws  off  obedience  to  the  Commonwealth — State  of  the 
Chorch  in  1661 — ^Bad  Charaeter  of  many  of  the  Clergj — Legiaiatiao  ef 
1663 — Intoleranoe  towards  Quakers — Conspiracy  of  Paritans — Dread  of 
Popery — The  ReTorend  Dr.  Blair,  first  Commissary — His  Character  and 
Ldbonrs — Establishment  of  William  and  Mary  College. 

DuRiHO  the  time  which  intervened  between  the  surrender 
of  Yii^nia  to  the  commonwealth  and  the  restoration  of 
Charles  the  Second,  little  is  to  be  found  which  illustrates 
the  condition  of  the  church.  It  is  certain  that  the  succeaa 
of  the  parliamentary  party  led  to  the  introduction  into  the 
colony  of  new  residents  who  entertained  but  little  affection 
for  the  Church  of  England ;  and  it  may  be  that  among 
these  individuals,  congregations  were  organized  on  the  model 
which  had  been  set  up  in  the  mother  country ;  but  it  is  also 
certain,  that  if  such  were  the  fact,  the  influence  of  this  ex* 
ample  was  but  slightly  felt,  and  the  great  body  of  the  people 
still  retained  their  attachment  for  the  church  of  their  fathers. 
The  legislation  of  the  period  under  review  affords  us  but 
little  light  In  1653,  we  find  a  clergyman  declared  inca- 
pable of  being  a  member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  as  it 
might  ''produce  bad  consequences.^  In  1655,  ''many 
places  were  destitute  of  ministers,  and  like  still  to  continue 
so,  the  people  not  paying  their  accustomed  dues,''  and 
manifesting  great  negligence  in  procuring  religious  instruc* 
tion  ;t  and  in  1657,  an  act  for  settling  chorch  government 

•  1  Hemng**  Statatet,  at  large,  87S.  i  Ibid.  89S. 
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provided  that  to  the  people  of  the  respective  parishes  should 
be  referred  all  matters  touching  the  churchwardens  and 
vestry*  agreements  widi  their  ministers,  and,  in  genenJi 
such  things  as  concerned  the  parish  or  parishioners.*  The 
interference  of  the  legislature,  however,  does  not  seem  to 
have  caused  any  change  in  the  feelings  or  habits  of  the 
colonists,  so  far  at  least  as  the  church  was  concerned.  A 
contemporary  describes  them  as  ^  a  people  which  generally 
bear  a  great  love  to  the  stated  coi^jtitutions  of  the  Church 
(rf*  England,  in  her  government  and  public  worship;  which 
gave  us  (who  went  thither  under  the  late  persecutions  of 
it)  the  advantage  of  liberty  to  use  it  constantly  among 
them,  after  the  naval  force  had  reduced  the  colony  under 
the  power  (but  never  to  the  obedience)  of  the  usur- 
pers."! 

Indeed,  during  the  whole  continuance  of  the  protectorate, 
Yiiginia  seems  to  have  been  an  object  of  suspicion  to  Crom- 
well Her  attachment  to  the  royal  cause  was  known;  and 
her  silent  endurance  of  the  religious  system  which  was 
then  triumphant  at  home,  was  justly  supposed  to  be  an 
extorted  acquiescence  in  what  she  could  not  remedy,  rather 
than  the  voluntary  submission  of  a  cordial  affection.  There 
was  a  circumstance  which  occurred  about  this  time,  well 
calculated  to  increase  Cromwell's  distrust.  A  set  of  com- 
missioners, at  the  head  of  whom  was  one  Claiborne,  a  felon 
convict  who  had  escaped  from  justice  in  Maryland  during 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  was  employed,  under  the 
auspices  of  Cromwell,  'Mo  the  holy  work  of  rooting  out 
the  abominations  of  popery  and  prelacy  in  Maryland.''^ 
This  chief  commissioner  was  well  known  in  Virginia,  for 
he  had  lived  there,  and  from  the  concurrent  testimony  of 
the  historians  of  the  times,  his  ch&racter  seems  to  have 


*  1  Heiiiiig*t  Sutntet,  ttt  Ings,  %  SBink,  118.   Leth ukl  RmImII; 

433.  or  the  two  fruitftill  Sitters  of  Yir- 

t  VirginU'e  Ciir8«  tn  adviiiva  nU'  ginim  umI  MaiylMid.    A  puapUet  of 

r«tiT«  cflSioraiiDf  Viigini*,  p.  SS.  1666. 
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been  well  understood.  **  It  was  not  religion,"  says  a  writer 
of  that  day,  **  it  was  not  punctilios  these  commissioners 
stood  upon ;  it  was  that  sweete,  that  rich,  that  large  country 
they  aimed  at"*  Virginia  dared  to  sympathize  with  the 
victims  of  Claiborne's  oppression,  and  to  afford  relief  to 
such  of  them  as  sought  an  asylum  within  her  borders; 
^and,**  says  the  historian  quoted  above,  ^this  supposed 
attempt  in  Virginia  to  interrupt  the  work  of  righteousness, 
was  looked  on  as  the  instigation  of  Satan,  to  retard  the 
establishment  of  Grod's  religion  and  the  dominion  of  the 
saints."t  It  called  forth  from  the  Protector  a  severe  reproof 
to  the  governor  and  council,  in  which  he  descanted  on  ^  the 
presumption  and  impiety  of  this  interference,"  and  admon- 
ished Virginia  in  future  to  attend  solely  to  her  own  con- 
cems.:t 

The  circumstances  above  related  furnish,  it  will  be  ob- 
served, testimony  to  something  more  than  the  fact  of  Crom- 
well's suspicion  of  Virginia.  There  could  have  been,  in 
the  mass  of  the  people,  little  or  no  disposition  cordially  to 
co-operate  in  the  diffusion  and  establishment  of  puritanical 
opinions  and  practices  in  Virginia,  when  they  were  so 
ready  to  afford  a  refuge  to  those  who  fled  from  them  in 
Maryland. 

Sir  William  Berkeley,  who,  by  the  articles  of  capitulation 
in  1651,  had  secured  to  himself  the  right  of  transporting 
himself  and  his  effects  to  Europe  within  one  year,  still  lin- 
gered in  the  colony  under  various  pretexts ;  and  thus  is  the 
suspicion  strengthened  that  he  secretly  indulged  the  hope 
of  a  restoration  of  royalty,  and  remained  on  the  spot  to 
avail  himself  of  any  circumstances  which  might  seem 
favourable  to  the  production  of  such  an  event.  A  very 
large  number  of  cavaliers  had  been  driven  abroad  by 
Cromwell,  and  crowds  of  them  resorted  to  Virginia  ;§  and 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  there  was  a  secret  and  unsus- 

•  LmIi  and  Ra^tU.  t  Dnd. 

t  S  Bulk,  118.  §  1  HoIiDM*!  Amwli^  816. 
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pected  correspondence  carried  on  between  theie  refugeet 
and  the  ex-govemon* 

One  of  thote  refugees,  a  devoted  loyalist  and  a  relative 
of  Sir  William  Berkeley,  has  left  a  narrative  of  the  voyage 
which  he»  together  with  others  of  the  king's  adherenti» 
made  to  Yiiginia.  From  him  we  learn  that  the  colony  was 
looked  upon  by  the  cavaliers  as  an  asylum  for  them,  in 
which  they  were  certain  of  finding  those  who  sympathised 
with  them  in  their  sufferings,  and  shared  with  them  in  their 
political  attachments ;  and  the  house  and  the  purse  of  Sir 
William  Berkeley  ^  were  open  to  all  of  the  royal  party  who 
made  Virginia  their  refuge."! 

Upon  the  death  of  the  governor  Matthews,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  1650,  the  Virginians,  according  to  the  statements 
of  the  earlier  historians,  resolved  to  throw  off  the  govern- 
ment of  the  protectorate ;  and  repairing  in  crowds  to  the 
residence  of  Sir  William  Berkeley,  who  was  then  living  in 
retirement,  requested  of  him  to  resume  the  government  of 
the  colony.  He,  it  is  said,  declined,  unless  they  would 
solemnly  promise  to  adventure  their  lives  and  fortunes 
with  him  for  the  king.  The  pledge  was  given;  and  in 
January,  1659,  Charles  the  Second  was  proclaimed  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  Berkeley  resumed  the  government,  sixteen  months 
before  the  king  was  restored  to  the  throne.^ 

Later  writers  have,  however,  doubted  the  correctness  of 
this  statement,  and  have  laboured  hard  to  prove  that  Vir- 
ginia was  essentially  republican  at  this  period,  and  cared 
but  little  for  the  restoration  of  royal ty.$  There  may  be  a 
deficiency  of  proof  to  establish  the  fact  of  a  tumultuous 
assemblage  having  requested  Berkeley  to  resume  the  reins 
of  government;  but  a  fair  exposition  of  the  records  of  that 

•  %  Bulk,  114.  Cbalmen,  b.  i.  135 ;  1  Holmes*t  Aa- 

t  Journal  of  a  Voyage  to  Virginia,    nala,  311. 
bj  ColoMi  Norwood  ;   Chnichill'a        ^  I  Hening^a  8ut.,  at  large,  618 
CMl6etiooofVoyage8,voLTi.p.  170.    note,  526  note;    Bancroft'a  United 

I  Bereriy,  p.  65;  2  Buik,  118;    Sutea,  240  to  363.    Bancroft  Uin- 
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day,  together  with  the  testimony  of  contemporaneous 
tory,  will  place  beyond  a  doubt  the  loyalty  of  Virginia.* 

Charles  had  scarcely  ascended  the  throne  before  be  trans- 
mitted to  Grovemor  Berkeley  a  new  commission,  and  gave 
him  permission  to  visit  England.  Upon  this  visit,  which 
was  made  immediately,  he  received  a  body  of  instructions 
which  formed  the  basis  of  the  colonial  legislation  for  the 
church,  in  1663.  The  condition  of  Virginia  in  ecclesiastical 
matters  at  the  period  of  the  restoration,  is  gathered  from  a 
pamphlet  which  was  delivered  to  the  Bishop  of  London  in 
1661,  during  the  visit  of  Sir  William  Berkeley,  and  probably 
at  his  instigation. 

There  were  in  the  colony  at  that  time  about  fifty 
parishes,  situated,  for  the  most  part,  on  the  banks  of  the 
rivers,  and  extending  themselves  for  some  length,  form- 
ing  narrow  belts  of  land  along  the  shore.  Many  of 
these  parishes  had  nothing  more  than  a  legislative  exist- 
ence in  the  acts  of  assembly  which  defined  their  bounda- 
ries, and  in  many  there  was  neither  church,  parsonage,  nor 
glebe.  Most  of  them  were  destitute  of  clergymen,  as  the 
whole  number  of  ministers  in  the  colony  was  about  <Mie- 
fifth  of  the  number  of  parishes-f  From  the  same  source 
of  information  we  learn  that  the  scarcity  of  ministers  was 
an  evil  which  had  long  been  felt,  and  that  applications  had 
been  from  time  to  time  made  to  the  Bishop  of  London  ^for 
help  to  preserve  the  Christian  religion  by  supplying  them 
with  ministers."  Such,  indeed,  was  the  want  of  clergy* 
men,  that  a  bounty  of  twenty  pounds  sterling  was  granted 
by  the  legislature  of  1656,  to  any  person  who  should  at  his 
**  proper  cost  and  charge  transport  a  suflicient  minister^ 
into  the  colony.:]:  These  applications,  if  not  entirely  fruit* 
less,  were  of  but  little  benefit  to  the  colony ;  the  country 
was  not  in  the  best  repute,  and  but  few  clergymen  of  merit 
were  found  willing  to  make  it  their  permanent  habitation* 

*  Vide  AppeDdiz,  note  A.  lUurratiTe  concerning  Virginia. 

t  yiiglm^i  Can,  or  an  adviirra        %  1  Heniog't  Stmt,  at  large,  418. 
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Cierg3nnen  emigrated,  iodeedt  bat  so  for  as  the  colony  was 
conoenied,  better  had  it  been  had  they  remained  at  home. 
^  Many  came,  such  as  wore  black  coats,  and  could  babble 
in  a  pulpit,  roare  in  a  tavern,  exact  from  their  parishioners, 
and  rather  by  their  dissolutenesse,  destroy  than  feed  their 
flocks.  Loath  was  the  country  to  be  wholy  without  teach- 
ers, and' therefore  rather  retain  them  than  be  destitute: 
yet  still,  endeavours  for  better  in  their  places,  which  were 
obtained,  and  these  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing  by  their 
assemblies  questioned,  silenced,  and  some  forced  to  depart 
the  country/'* 

The  narrative  which  was  presented  to  the  Bishop  of 
London  in  1661,  suggested  as  remedies  for  the  evils  under 
wliich  the  Virginia  church  laboured,  the  building  of  towns, 
and  proposing  to  the  king  a  collection  throughout  the  king- 
dom ;  and  to  ensure  a  supply  of  qualified  clergymen,  it 
recommended  the  establishment,  at  the  two  universities,  of 
'*  Virginia  fellowships,*'  imposing  upon  the  fellows  at  their 
ordination,  at  the  expiration  of  seven  years,  the  duty  of 
going  to  Virginia  and  officiating  as  parish  priests,  for  seven 
years  more. 

How  far  the  measures  here  proposed  found  favour  with 
those  in  authority  is  unknown ;  but  in  the  body  of  instruc- 
tions given  to  Sir  Willliam  Berkeley,  the  first  article  re- 
commended **  the  duties  of  religion,  the  use  of  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer,  the  decent  repairs  of  churches,  and  a 
competent  provision  for  conforming  ministers.  For  this 
purpose,  a  convenient  house,  with  a  glebe  of  a  hundred 
acres,  for  the  exercise  of  their  industry,  were  directed  to 
be  assigned  to  them,  together  with  a  liberal  maintenance  to 
be  furnished  out  of  the  fruits  and  productions  of  the  earth 
and  the  labours  of  the  planters."!  Sir  William  Berkeley 
transmitted  to  his  deputy  a  copy  of  the  instructions  which 
be  had  received ;  and  as  the  legislature  was  then  in  ses- 

•  HuBBOBd't  LMh  Hid  RmImU,  p.  6.  t  S  Bazk,  lU 
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sion»  preparing  a  revised  code,  this  intimation  of  the  royal 
pleasure  was  naturally  enough  made  the  guide  in  legislftp 
tion. 

The  enactments  of  the  legislature,  so  far  as  they  concern 
religion,  may,  it  is  thought,  be  most  conveniently  presented 
under  four  heads. 

.  I.  As  it  respected  church  edifices,  the  law  decHhed  that 
a  church  should  be  "  built  in  each  parish  of  the  country, 
unless  any  parish,  as  now  settled,  by  reason  of  the  fewness 
or  poverty  of  the  inhabitants,  be  incapable  of  sustaining 
so  great  a  charge ;  in  which  case,  such  parishes  shall  be 
joined  to  the  great  parish  of  the  same  county ;  and  that  a 
chapel  of  ease  be  built  in  such  places,  at  the  particular 
charge  of  that  place."  It  was  also  made  the  duty  of  the 
churchwardens  to  ^  keep  the  church  in  repair,  and  provide 
books  and  decent  ornaments;  viz.,  a  great  Bible,  two  Com- 
mon Prayer  books,  a  communion  cloth  and  napkins,  a 
pulpit,  and  cushion." 

II.  As  it  respected  the  duties  and  compensation  of  the 
clergy,  and  the  regular  performance  of  divine  service,  it 
was  enacted,  "  that  the  canons  set  down  in  the  liturgy  of 
the  Church  of  England,  for  celebrating  divine  service  and 
administration  of  the  sacraments,  be  duly  observed  and 
kept ;  and  that  the  whole  liturgy,  according  to  the  said  in- 
junctions, be,  by  the  minister  or  reader  at  church  or  chapel, 
every  Sunday  throughly  used."  It  was  also  made  the 
duty  of  the  minister  of  each  parish  *'  to  preach  constantly 
every  Sunday;  viz.,  one  Sunday  in  a  month  at  each  chapel 
of  case  in  his  parish,  if  there  be  any,  and  the  others  in  bis 
parish  church ;  and  that  twice  a  year,  at  least,  he  admin- 
ister the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  there."  To  se- 
cure to  the  people  divine  service  in  the  absence  of  the 
minister,  it  was  enacted  that  *'  every  parish,  not  having  a 
minister  to  officiate  every  Sunday,  might  make  choice  of  a 
grave  and  sober  person,  of  good  life  and  conversation,  to 
read  divine  service,  every  intervening  Sunday,  at  the  parish 
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church,  when  the  minister  preacheth  in  any  other  place." 
And  it  was  also  declared,  that  neither  minister  nor  reader 
should  teach  any  other  catechism  than  **  that  inserted  in 
the  Book  of  Common  P/ayer ;  and  that  the  minister  ex- 
pound no  other  than  that:  that  our  fundamentals,  at 
least,  may  be  well  laid;  and  that  no  reader,  upon  pre- 
sumption of  his  own  abilities,  do  attempt  the  expounding 
that  or  any  other  catechism,  or  the  scriptures."  The 
minister  or  reader  was  also  required  to  keep  a  record  of 
his  official-acts.  As  to  the  dues  of  the  minister,  (as  they 
were  termed,)  it  was  provided  that  an  annual  salary  of 
eighty  pounds  should  be  settled  on  every  minister,  "to  be 
paid  in  the  valuable  commodities  of  the  country ;  if  in  to- 
bacco, at  twelve  shillings  per  hundred  weight ;  if  in  corn, 
at  ten  shillings  per  barrel."*  It  was  also  made  the  duty 
of  the  churchwardens  **  to  collect  these  dues,  cause  them 
to  be  brought  to  convenient  places,  and  honestly  pay 
them." 

III.  As  to  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  laity,  it  was 
enacted  that  "  the  major  part  of  each  parish"  should 
choose  '^  twelve  of  the  most  able  men  of  each  parish"  to 
be  a  vestry ;  out  of  which  number  the  minister  and  vestry 
were  annually  to  select  two  churchwardens ;  and  to  them 
also  was  given  the  power  of  supplying  all  vacancies  in 
their  body;  and  none  were  to  be  permitted  to  act  as  ves- 
trymen, until  they  should  take  '*  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
supremacy  to  his  majesty,  and  subscribe  to  be  comform- 
able  to  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land." The  due  observance  of  the  Lord's  day,  by  attend- 
ance upon  public  worship,  and  refraining  from  travel,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  emergent  necessity,  were  required  under 
the  penalty  of  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco.  As  illus- 
trative of  the  spirit  of  the  age,  it  should  be  added  that  a 
special  proviso  in   this  statute  excluded  '*  Quakers,  or 

*  A  Letter  to  the  Clergy  of  Virginia,  hy  Richaid  Blend,  Ef^oire, 
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other  recusants,  who,  out  of  non-conformity  to  the  church,'' 
totally  absented  themselves  from  worship,  from  the  benefit 
of  its  comparatively  mild  penalty;  and  declared  them  still 
to  be  liable  to  the  penalties  of  statute  28  Elizabeth,  which 
were  for  each  month's  absence  twenty  pounds  sterling;  and 
for  the  continued  absence  of  a  twelvemonth,  to  give,  in 
addition  to  the  fine,  security  for  their  good  behaviour.  It 
was  also  enacted  by  the  law  of  Virginia,  that  each  Quaker 
attending  an  **  unlawful  assembly  or  conventicle,'*  if  taken 
there,  should  pay  a  fine  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco 
for  each  offence.  And  "  whereas/'  to  use  the  language  of 
the  preamble,  *'many  schismatical  persons,  cither  out  of 
averscness  to  the  orthodox  established  religion,  or  out  of  the 
new-fangled  conceits  of  their  own  heretical  inventions,  did 
refuse  to  have  their  children  baptized ;"  it  was  enacted  that 
whoever,  ^  in  contempt  of  the  divine  sacrament  of  bap- 
tism," should  thus  refuse,  when  he  might  carry  his  child  to 
a  lawful  minister  within  the  county  to  be  baptized,  should 
be  amerced  two  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  half  to  the 
parish,  and  half  to  the  informer. 

lY.  For  the  advancement  of  education,  and  conse- 
quent increase  of  religious  instructers,  the  following  ju- 
dicious  law  was  enacted :  **  Whereas,  the  want  of  able 
and  faithful  ministers  in  this  country  deprives  us  of  those 
great  blessings  and  mercies  that  always  attend  upon  the 
service  of  God  ;  which  want,  by  reason  of  our  great  dis- 
tance from  our  native  country,  cannot,  in  probability,  be 
always  supplied  from  thence :  be  it  enacted,  that  for  the 
advance  of  learning,  education  of  youth,  supply  of  the 
ministry,  and  promotion  of  piety,  there  be  land  taken  up^ 
or  purchased,  for  a  college  and  free-school;  and  that 
there  be,  with  as  much  speed  as  may  be  convenient, 
housing  erected  thereon  for  entertainment  of  students  and 
scholars."* 

*  For  these  several  laws,  see  Trott*s  Laws  of  the  British  Plantations  in 
America;  artiele  Viigiiiia,  Noa.  1,  8,  7,  8,  S,  10  11«  18.  Sfiw  S8.  89:  S 
Hening's  Virginia  Statutes,  at  large,  p.  44. 
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These  are  the  principal  enactments,  touching  the  church, 
vrhich  were  made  in  1663.  In  the  succeeding  year,  a  spirit 
of  intolerance,  for  which  no  better  apology  has  been 
rendered  than  that  it  was  the  spirit  of  the  age,  seems 
to  have  been  manifested  towards  the  unfortunate  Quar 
kers.  Those  who  are  disposed  to  find  an  excuse  for  this 
severity,  might  urge,  in  extenuation  of  the  passage  of  the 
law  inflicting  additional  penalties  on  the  Quakers,  that 
the  effort  for  their  suppression  was  made  on  political 
rather  than  on  religious  considerations ;  for  the  preamble 
in  reference  to  the  assemblies  of  Quakers  states,  that 
**  under  that  and  other  names  of  separation,  persons  have 
taken  up  and  maintained  sundry  dangerous  opinions  and 
tenets;  and,  under  pretence  of  religious  worship,  often 
assemble  themselves  in  great  numbers,  in  several  parts  of 
this  colony,  to  the  great  endangering  of  its  public  peace 
and  safety:*^  but,  unfortunately  for  the  charity  which 
would  adopt  this  excuse,  it  must  be  remembered,  that 
though  ordinarily  there  is  wisdom  in  an  adherence  to 
the  rule  of  law  which  makes  the  preamble  a  key  to  the 
interpretation  of  the  statute ;  yet  in  the  case  of  a  penal 
enactment,  the  maker  of  the  law  and  of  its  preamble  is 
the  same  individual ;  and  he  will  scarcely  fail  to  justify  to 
the  world  the  severity  of  the  enactment,  by  the  insertion 
in  the  preamble  of  what,  to  him  at  least,  appears  to  be  a 
sufficient  apology.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  penal 
statute  with  a  preamble,  in  which  the  preamble  does  not 
sanction  the  severity  of  the  law ;  for  men  are  not  usually 
willing  to  exhibit  gratuitous  cruelty.  Were  it  always  cer- 
tain that  the  preamble  told  nothing  but  the  truth,  the  rule 
of  interpretation  above  alluded  to  might  safely  be  made 
of  universal  application ;  but  when  it  is  known,  in  some  of 
its  statements,  to  be  untrue,  it  obviously  furnishes  no  safe 

•  8  Heidns't  Stitatoi,  at  Isrge,  180 ;  Beverly,  57. 
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guide.  Such  in  the  case  under  consideration  happens  to 
be  the  fact.  It  is  stated  that  Quakers  assembled  **  in  great 
numbers,'^  when  at  this  period  their  number  in  the  colony 
was  comparatively  small ;  so  smalU  indeed,  that  they  are 
known  to  have  had  but  one  congregation  at  most,  if,  in- 
deed, they  had  any.  Another  unfortunate  discrepancy 
between  the  preamble  and  the  law  is,  that  while  the  one 
professes  the  existence  of  an  evil  which  called  for  a  remedy* 
in  the  assemblage  of  those  under  '*  other  names  of  separar 
tion'^  as  well  as  of  Quakers,  the  other  applies  the  pro* 
posed  remedy  to  Quakers  only.  The  statement  in  the 
preamble,  therefore,  it  is  believed,  is  entitled  to  little  credit ; 
and,  under  all  the  circumstances,  it  is  difficult  at  this  day 
to  find  the  true  cause  of  this  hostility  to  a  class  of  men  pro- 
verbially peaceable,  unless  we  refer  it  to  a  complaisant 
spirit  of  acquiescence,  ready  to  return  a  faithful  echo  to 
the  known  opinions  of  the  reigning  monarch  respecting 
those  whose  principles,  he  said,  he  had  discovered  to  be 
**  inconsistent  with  any  kind  of  government."* 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
passage  of  the  law,  in  its  enforcement  there  were  not  want- 
ing instances  of  disfranchisement  and  petty  annoyance  ;t 
though  Virginia  did  not  proceed  as  far  as  her  sister  colony 
of  Massachusetts  in  inflicting  the  punishment  of  death. 
No  Quakers  were  hanged  in  Virginia.  It  has  been  said 
that  this  forbearance  ^  was  not  owing  to  the  moderation 
of  the  church,  or  spirit  of  the  legislature.":]:  As  to  the 
church,  it  is  not  perceived  that  she  had  any  agency  in  the 
enactment  of  the  law ;  and  as  to  the  legislature,  it  certainly 
was  as  competent  to  punish  Quakers  with  death,  as  it  was 
to  inflict  a  lighter  penalty.    Nor  can  it  be  for  a  moment 

•  See  King  Charlet't   Letter  to  f  3  Bark,  131. 

the   Colony   of  MasnchoictU;    3  %  Jeffereon'e  Noter  on  Virguii% 

Hazard,  606-7 ;  8  CoU.  Masa.  Hiat  gueiy  ZTii. 
Soc.  Till.  GS.  65. ' 
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doubted  that  the  severest  panishment  would  have  received 
the  royal  sanction ;  for  in  the  letter  of  Charles  to  the  colony 
of  Massachusetts,  to  which  allusion  has  already  been  made, 
the  language  of  the  king  is  remarkable : — **  We  cannot  be 
understood  hereby  to  direct  or  wish  that  any  indulgence 
should  be  granted  to  those  persons  cx)mmonly  called  Qua- 
kers." Iff  therefore,  there  was  any  moderation  exhibited  at 
all,  it  must  have  been  by  the  legislature ;  and  as  it  is  the 
only  redeeming  feature  which  this  body  presents  in  the 
transaction,  it  seems  hard  to  rob  it  of  this  trifling  modicum 
of  merit.  That  it  was  not  disposed  to  signalize  itself  by  its 
want  of  moderation,  is  evident  from  a  circumstance  which 
occurred  in  the  very  same  body  by  which  the  law  was 
enacted.  The  sheriff  of  Norfolk  reported  to  the  House  of 
Burgesses,  that  one  of  their  members,  the  representative 
from  his  county,  was  '*  loving  to  the  Quakers  and  attended 
their  meetings.''  The  accused  member  did  not  hesitate  to 
avow  his  attachment  to  the  persecuted  sect,  but  denied 
that  there  was  evidence  to  prove  his  attendance  upon  their 
meetings.  This  was  admitted  by  the  House ;  but  upon  his 
refusal  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy, 
which  were  required  of  all  the  members,  he  was  expelled  ; 
and  with  that  step  the  legislature  was  content,  without  in- 
stituting an  inquiry  or  directing  a  prosecution  against  the 
suspected  Quaker.* 

There  was  another  class  of  non-conformists  in  the  colony, 
more  numerous  and  more  dangerous  than  the  Quakers, 
against  whom  the  law  of  I649t  was  put  in  force.  These 
were  veteran  soldiers,  who,  having  imbibed  the  spirit 
of  insurrection  under  Cromwell,  had  been  transported 
to  Virginia  after  the  restoration,  on  account  of  their 
turbulent  and  mutinous  dispositions.  Their  assemblages, 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  were  perverted  from  reli- 
gious to  treasonable  purposes ;  and  under  the  influence 
of  these  men,  a  plot  was  concocted  among  the  secta- 

*  8  Hening't  Sutates,  st  lsrg«,  196.  t  Vide  ante,  p.  69. 
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lies  of  their  creed,  for  the  subveraion  of  the  govern* 
ment,  presenting  a  singular  compound  of  fanaticism  and 
villany.  It  was  betrayed  by  one  of  their  own  number  on 
the  evening  previous  to  its  intended  execution,  and  the  just 
indignation  of  the  colony  was  satisfied  with  the  death  of 
four  only  of  the  conspirators.  As  there  were  political 
dangers  resulting  from  the  meetings  of  these  misguided 
men,  which  were  suspected  by  the  government,  it  will  per- 
haps be  deemed  no  undue  exercise  of  severity  that  the 
law  which  prohibited  their  meetings  was  enforced,  as  the 
readiest  as  well  as  mildest  mode  of  correcting  the  evil. 

Scarcely  had  the  fears  excited  by  the  discovery  of  this 
plot  been  permitted  to  subside,  before  a  fresh  cause  of  ap* 
prehension  was  found.  This  was  the  dread  of  popery 
under  the  reign  of  the  second  James.  The  attachment  aS 
the  king  to  the  Church  of  Rome  was  strongly  suspected  in 
the  colony,  insomuch  that  a  distinguished  citizen  bad  not 
hesitated  to  say  to  the  governor,  "*  that  his  majesty.  King 
James,  would  wear  out  the  Church  of  England :  for  that, 
when  there  were  any  vacant  offices,  he  supplied  them  with 
men  of  a  different  persuasion."  And  that  he  was  not  alone 
in  this  opinion  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  when,  at 
the  instigation  of  the  governor,  he  was  prosecuted  for  his 
words,  the  council,  to  save  appearances,  after  It  short  ex- 
amination, discharged  him  unpunished.  The  clei^y,  too, 
were  not  backward  in  sounding  the  alarm.  In  the  county 
of  Stafford,  the  reverend  Mr.  Waugh  preached  openly 
against  popery ;  and  as  mysterious  hints  were  circulating 
of  a  supposed  plot  between  the  Indians  and  the  few  papists 
in  the  colony,  (who  had  probably  fled  from  Maryland,)  to 
destroy  the  protestants,  it  was  not  difficult  to  rouse  the 
people  to  angry  excitement,  and  commotions  arose  which 
foreboded  no  peaceful  termination.*  The  accession  of 
William  and  Mary  served  to  allay  apprehension,  and  that 

*  8  Bttik,806. 
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event  was  accordingly  hailed  with  joy  by  the  great  body  of 
the  people. 

Prior  to  the  year  1680,  the  reverend  Mr.  Temple  seems 
to  have  exercised  within  the  cotony  functions  somewhat 
similar  to  those  confided  to  a  bishop's  commissary.  How 
long  he  had  so  exercised  them  is  matter  of  uncertainty,  nor 
is  it  known  that  he  acted  under  any  other  than  verbal  au- 
thority. In  this  year  Sir  Francis  Nicholson  entered  on  his 
duties  as  lieutenant-governor ;  and  associated  with  this  fact 
there  occurs  the  name  of  a  clergyman,  whose  memory  is 
intimately  connected  with  the  progress  of  religion  and 
learning  for  many  years  in  Virginia.  This  clergyman  was 
the  reverend  Dr.  Blair,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  the 
first  commissary  duly  commissioned  by  the  Bishop  of  Lion- 
don  for  any  of  the  colonies.  His  commission  was  read 
before  the  council  on  the  day  after  the  installation  of  Sir 
Francis  Nicholson,  and  his  authority  was  duly  acknow* 
ledged- 

The  duty  of  a  commissary  under  the  English  law  is,  **  to 
supply  the  office  and  jurisdiction  of  the  bishop  in  the  outp 
places  of  the  diocess  ;"*  and  it  will  be  remembered  that  all 
the  colonies  were  considered  as  forming  a  part  of  the  dio- 
cess of  the  Bishop  of  LfOndon.  To  the  Episcopalian,  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  the  rites  of  ordination  and 
confirmation  were  not  within  the  powers  of  the  commis- 
sary. For  certain  purposes  only,  was  he  the  bishop's  repre- 
sentative :  it  was  his  duty  to  make  visitations  through  the 
diocess^  inspect  the  state  of  the  churches,  deliver  charges, 
and,  in  some  instances,  to  administer  discipline.  Deposi- 
tion from  the  ministry,  however,  was  understood  to  be  be- 
yond his  authority ;  and  therefore  the  evils  which  resulted 
from  the  continuance  in  the  church  of  an  unworthy  clergy- 
man, were  not  remedied  by  the  appointment  of  a  com* 
missary. 

As  Dr.  Blair  contributed  m  his  day  as  much  to  the  cause 

*  Teimt  de  la  Ley. 
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of  learning  and  the  difTuaion  of  Chriitianity  as  any  indi- 
vidual in  the  southern  colonies  of  this  continent,  a  passing 
tribute  is  due  to  his  memory.  He  was  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, in  which  country  he  received  his  education,  and  waa 
beneficed  in  the  Episcopal  church  there.  Having  a  prosped 
of  discharging  his  ministerial  functions  more  usefully  else- 
where, he  quitted  his  preferments,  and  went  into  England 
towards  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  The  then 
Bishop  of  London  (Dr.  Compton)  prevailed  upon  him  to 
go  as  a  misnonary  into  Virginia,  and  his  first  visit  to  thia 
country  was  made  about  the  year  1685.  A  careful  and 
diligent  observer  of  the  true  state  of  things  within  the 
colony,  he  was  enabled  correctly  to  apprehend  its  wants ; 
and  by  his  exemplary  deportment  and  unremitting  laboiun 
in  the  discharge  of  his  ministerial  duties,  he  did  good  ser- 
vice to  the  cause  of  religion,  and  obtained  the  confidence 
and  afiection  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  Recom« 
mended  by  the  intrinsic  worth  of  his  character  to  the 
Bishop  of  London,  he  was  appointed  commissary,  as  we 
have  seen,  in  J  680;  and  so  far  from  relaxing  in  the  dis- 
charge of  pastoral  duty,  after  his  appointment,  he  deemed 
himself  thereby  bound  to  furnish  a  brighter  example  of 
ministerial  fidelity  and  diligence  to  all  the  clergy  of  the 
colony.  Dr.  Blair  was  eminently  a  practical  man ;  and 
blessed  as  he  was  with  sincere  piety,  a  clear  mind,  and  in- 
defatigable perseverance,  his  services  were  invaluable  to  the 
church  in  Virginia.  Perceiving  that  the  only  safe  reliance 
of  the  country  for  duly  qualified  clergymen  must  be  upon 
her  own  sons,  and  that  the  effort  to  obtain  them  was  hope- 
less in  the  absence  of  schools  and  higher  seminaries  of 
learning,  he  directed  his  energies  to  the  encouragement  of 
education.  His  labours  in  the  cause  were  unwearied.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  in  the  legislation  of  1(M52,  one  of 
the  enactments  provided  for  the  erection  of  a  college :  this 
wise  provision  had  been  permitted  to  slumber  on  the  sta- 
tute booL    Dr.  Blair  revived  the  project ;  and  at  no  little 
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penooal  eipense  and  laboar,  succeeded  at  last,  as  will  be 
seen  hereafter,  in  the  accom[rfishment  of  his  wishes. 

Of  the  activity  and  practical  usefulness  of  this  excellent 
man,  sufficient  evidence  will  be  furnished  in  the  statementt 
that  when,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight,  he  died,  he 
bad  been  during  sixty-four  years  a  minister  of  the  gospel ; 
fifty-three  years  commissary  for  Virginia ;  president  of  a 
college  for  forty-nine  years ;  and  a  member  of  the  king^s 
couMul  for  fifty. 

As  a  monument  of  his  piety,  he  has  left  behind  him  four 
volumes  of  discourses  upon  the  sermon  on  the  mount,  of 
which  an  opinion  may  be  formed  from  the  fact  that  they 
received  the  warm  irpprobation  of  Dr.  Doddridge.*  To 
his  active  usefulness  and  piety  he  added  learning,  and  pos- 
sessed in  an  eminent  degree  the  virtues  of  hospitality  and 
generosity;  while  his  manner  in  the  discharge  of  his  vari- 
ous important  duties  was  such  as  conciliated  the  esteem 
and  aflfection  of  men  of  all  parties  and  of  all  opinions. 
With  the  single  exception  of  Dr.  Bray,  the  commissary  of 
Maryland,  there  was  no  clergyman  of  the  establishment 
ever  sent  to  this  country,  during  its  colonial  existence,  to 
whom  the  church  in  the  southern  part  of  the  continent  was 
more  deeply  indebted :  and  the  American  of  this  day,  as 
he  looks  upon  the  walls  of  William  and  Mary,  the  second 
college  built  upon  the  continent,  may  recall,  with  a  feeling 
of  thankfulness,  the  memory  of  Dr.  James  Blair.t 

Under  the  auspices  of  Sir  Francis  Nicholson,  the  first 
act  of  the  commissary  was  an  efibrt  to  procure  the  neces- 
sary funds  for  the  erection  of  the  contemplated  college. 
The  aid  of  the  legislature  was  deemed  necessary,  and  to 
obtain  it,  it  was  proposed  that  the  lieutenant-governor 
should  convene  an    assembly:    peculiar   circumstances, 

•  FftmiW  Expo«itor.  phrey't  Htitory  of   the   Venerable 
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however,  rendered  thif  measure  impossible  at  that  time, 
and  all  hope  of  immediate  assistance  from  the  legislature 
was  abandoned.  But  Dr.  Blair  was  not  easily  to  be  dis- 
couraged. A  private  subscription-list  was  opened  by  him« 
and  in  a  short  time  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  were 
contributed  towards  the  object ;  and  this  sum  was  funibbed 
in  part  by  the  liberality  of  a  few  merchants  in  London.  It 
was  not  until  the  year  1601  that  legislative  patronage  was 
obtained  for  the  proposed  seminary.  In  that  year  the 
project  received  the  sanction  of  the  assembly,  and  was  by 
that  body  warmly  recommended  to  the  patronage  of  their 
majesties.  The  commissary  was  at  the  same  time  de- 
puted as  the  agent  of  the  legislature  to  visit  England,  and 
present,  the  petition  for  the  college.  The  support  afforded 
by  the  lieutenant-governor  to  die  plan  deserves  honourable 
notice.  The  legislature,  as  a  testimony  of  affection  and 
respect,  having  presented  to  Sir  Francis  Nicholson  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  he  immediately  bestowed 
one-half  of  it  upon  the  college.  Those  who  are  interested 
in  the  literature  of  the  country,  will  gratefully  concur  in  the 
propriety  of  recording  the  names  of  men  who  were  among 
the  'fiends  of  education  in  North  America,  at  that  early 
period  when  friends  were  necessarily  few. 

The  agency  of  Dr.  Blair  proved  entirely  successful. 
The  charter  was  drawn  in  exact  conformity  to  his  wishes, 
and  the  whole  measure  met  with  the  royal  favour.  The 
sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  was  then  due  from  Virginia 
to  the  crown  on  account  of  certain  quit- rents,  and  this  sum 
was  bestowed  by  the  king  upon  the  college.  In  addition 
to  this  donation,  a  grant  was  made  to  the  institution,  of 
twenty  thousand  acres  of  choice  land,  together  with  the 
revenue  arising  from  a  tax  of  one  penny  per  pound  on  all 
tobacco  exported  from  Virginia  or  Maryland  to  any  of  the 
other  colonies  ;*  and  the  office  of  surveyor-general  of  Vir- 
ginia was  granted  by  the  charter  to  the  corporation,  to  be 

*  2  Bark,  311,  313,314. 
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executed  by  deputies  appointed  hy  the  president  and  mas- 
tersy  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  governor  and  coun- 
ciL  The  college  was  also  empowered  to  send  one  repre- 
sentative to  the  House  of  Burgesses ;  and  Dr.  Blair  was 
named  in  the  charter  as  the  first  president  of  the  new  insti- 
tution,  which  received  the  name  of  William  and  Mary.* 

In  the  year  1693,  the  legislature  determined  that  the 
college  should  be  erected  at  Williamsburg,  which  was 
then  called  Middle  Plantation ;  and  not  long  afterward,  an 
export  duty  for  its  benefit  was  imposed  upon  all  skins  and 
furs  sent  out  of  the  colony.f  But  the  indefatigable  commis- 
sary was  doomed  to  encounter  difficulties  still.  The  money 
which  had  been  subscribed  was  collected,  and  the  college 
edifice  commenced ;  but  in  the  year  1705,  when  it  was 
half  completed,  it  was  burned  to  the  ground.  It  was  now 
sixteen  years  since  Dr.  Blair  had  first  exerted  himself  in 
this  important  work ;  and  at  the  end  of  that  long  period, 
be  found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  commencing  his 
toilsome  task  anew.  Such  discouragements  might  well 
have  damped  his  ardour ;  and  had  he  been  an  ordinary 
man,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  disappointments  of  th6 
past  would  have  checked  all  future  efibrt.  But  true  to' his 
character,  he  persevered,  and  at  length  had  the  happiness 
of  seeing  the  college  completed. 

The  want  of  clergymen,  however,  was  one  not  to  be 
immediately  supplied,  even  after  the  college  went  into 
operation ;  and  as  it  was  a  want  very  deeply  felt,  the  legis- 
lature, deeming  the  provision  made  for  the  clergy  inade- 
quate, in  1096  enacted,  that  each  minister  should  have  six- 
teen thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  as  a  salary:  and  that 
where  glebes  had  not  been  already  purchased,  they  should 
be  forthwith  obtained ;  and  that  dwellings  should  be  erected 
upon  them  for  the  comfortable  residence  of  the  clergy.}; 

*  TroU*i    Laws   of  the  British        t  Trott'i  Laws,  <•  yirgmii^**  No. 
PIftstations,  afticle  "  Yirffinia.**  84. 

t  3  H«ntng*t  Stat.,  at  Utrs^  ISS. 
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CHAPTER    V. 
1700-1731. 

Kindneu  to  the  French  RefiigM»— Thdr  good  Character^Thair  Choidk— 
Punishment  of  Vice  and  Blasphemy— Kindness  to  German  Settlers— 
Their  Church — Progress  of  William  and  Mary  College — Instructioii  of 
the  Indians — List  of  Parishes — State  of  the  Church — Numbers  and 
Character  of  tha  Clergy — Causes  of  the  depressed  state  of  Religion 
examined. 

Thb  opening  of  the  century  upon  which  we  are  now 
entering  was  marked  by  an  act  of  humanity,  which  stands 
out  in  strong  contrast  to  that  spirit  of  intolerance,  already 
recorded,  which  found  its  victims  among  the  unfortunate 
Quakers.  It  is  well  known  that  upon  the  revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes,  in  1685,  an  immense  number  of  French 
Protestants  found  their  way  into  foreign  countries ;  of  these, 
about  forty  thousand  sought  refuge  in  England,  and  parlia- 
ment, with  a  noble  generosity,  voted  fifteen  thousand  pounds 
sterling  to  be  distributed  among  persons  of  quality,  and  all 
such  as  were  incapable,  from  age  or  infirmity,  of  labouring 
for  a  subsistence.  Of  these  unfortunate  refugees,  King 
William,  in  the  year  1600,  sent  a  large  portion  to  Virginia, 
and  lands  were  allotted  to  them  on  James  River.  These 
were  naturalized  by  a  special  law  passed  for  the  purpose, 
and  in  1699  another  body  of  six  hundred,  conducted  by 
their  clergyman,  Phillipe  de  Richebourg,*  came  over,  and 
were  placed  on  the  south  side  of  James  River,  about 
twenty  miles  above  the  falls,  on  lands  formerly  occupied  by 
a  powerful  tribe  of  Indians  called  the  Monacans. 

In  the  year  1700  the  assembly  of  Virginia  passed  an  act, 

*  1  Martin's  History  of  North  CaioUna,  S8S. 
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making  the  French  refugees  who  inhabited  the  Monacan 
towns  a  distinct  parish  by  themselves,  and  exempted  them 
firom  the  payment  of  all  taxes.*  Strangers,  for  the  most 
part,  to  the  language  of  the  country,  their  worship  could  not 
have  conformed  to  the  ritual  of  the  Church  of  England,  even 
bad  such  been  their  inclination,  nor  could  an  English  clergy* 
man  have  officiated  usefully  among  them.  They  had,  there* 
fore,  their  own  minister,  and  worshipped  after  their  own 
mode,  and  the  law  already  mentioned  left  them  at  liberty  to 
agree  with,  and  pay  their  clergyman  as  their  circumstances 
would  admit  And  never,  probably,  did  any  people  better 
repay  the  hospitable  kindness  of  the  land  which  afforded 
them  a  refuge.  Many  of  their  descendants  are  still  left  in 
New*  York,  Virginia,  the  Carolinas,  and  other  parts  of  our 
country ;  and  among  the  brightest  ornaments  of  the  state, 
in  the  halls  of  legislation  and  of  justice,  as  well  as  in  the  sa* 
cred  office,  may  be  found  the  names  of  some  of  the  French 
refugees.  No  man  in  America  need  ever  blush  to  own  him* 
self  one  of  their  descendants ;  for  the  observation  has  more 
than  once  been  made,  and  it  is  believed  to  be  true,  that 
among  their  descendants  the  instances  have  been  rare  in* 
deed  of  individuals  who  have  been  arraigned  for  crime 
before  the  courts  of  the  country. 

The  law  which  gave  to  these  emigrants  the  exemptions 
already  mentioned,  was,  by  the  terms  of  its  enactment,  to 
continue  in  force  for  a  term  of  time  sufficient  to  afford  them 
an  opportunity  of  becoming  familiarized  to  the  country, 
and  of  qualifying  themselves  to  contribute  without  diffi* 
culty  their  quota  to  the  support  of  the  government ;  and 
for  these  purposes  seven  years  was  deemed  sufficient 
That  it  did  not  prove  so,  however,  is  probable  from  the  fact, 
that  in  1705  the  legislature  again  re-enacted  the  former  law, 
and  extended  the  term  of  its  continuance,  giving  at  the 

•  1  HofanM't  Annali,  483,  47S,  492 ;  TroU't  Liwt, «« VirginU'*  No.  S7  j 
3  HeiiiDg'i  SutntM,  at  laige,  SOI. 


80  PmOTBtTAKT  BPiaOOPAL  OHUftCH  [1705u 

same  time  to  their  parish  the  name  of  **  King  William 
parish,  in  the  county  of  Henrico.''* 

The  statute  book  of  this  year  presents  also  an  act  for  the 
suppression  of  vice,  and  the  restraint  and  punishment  of 
blasphemousi  wicked,  and  dissolute  persons*  the  provinon« 
of  which  invite  notice,  simply  as  being  illustrative  of  the 
temper  of  the  times.    It  was  enacted,  that  if  any  person 
brought  up  in  the  Christian  religion  should,  by  teaching, 
writing,  printing,  or  advised  speaking,  deny,  first,  the  being 
of  God  or  the  Trinity ;  secondly,  should  say  there  were 
more  gods  than  one ;  thirdly,  should  deny  the  truth  of  the 
Christian  religion ;  or,  fourthly,  should  deny  the  Divine  au- 
thority of  the  Scriptures, — such  ofiender,  upon  conviction 
before  the  general  court,  for  the  first  offence,  should  be 
rendered  incapable  of  holding  any  oflice,  ecclesiastical, 
civil,  or  military,  within  the  colony ;  and  for  the  second 
offence,  should  be  disabled  from  bringing  any  suit  at*  law  or 
in  equity,  or  from  being  a  guardian,  executor,  or  adminis- 
trator, or  grantee  in  a  deed  of  gift,  or  legatee  or  devisee  in 
a  will,  or  from  bearing  any  office  in  the  colony  for  ever ; 
and  should  also  suffer  three  years  imprisonment  from  the 
time  of  conviction.    To  guard,  however,  against  the  per- 
version of  the  law  to  purposes  of  oppression,  it  was 
required  that  information  of  the  words  spoken  should  be 
given  within  one  month  after  they  were  uttered,  and  that 
the  prosecution  should  be  commenced  within  a  year  after 
the  information.     And  if  public  recantation  in  open  court 
were  made  within  six  months  after  the  first  conviction,  the 
offender  was  to  be  released  from  the  penalties.    For  the 
suppression  of  cursing,  swearing,  and  drunkenness,  a  fine 
was  imposed,  recoverable  before  any  magistrate,  either 
upon  his  own  personal  observation  and  knowledge  of  the 
offence,  or  upon  the  oath  of  a  single  witness ;  and  in  case 
of  inability  to  pay  the  fine,  the  lash  was  substituted  as  a 

•  Trott'i  Uwi, «  Viririnia,**  No.  38  ;  1  HoIbms*!  Amuli,  p.  49S. 
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punishment  For  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  day,  every 
person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upward,  who 
should  wilfully  be  absent  from  the  parish  church  for  one 
month,  or,  being  there,  should  not  in  a  decent  and  orderly 
manner  remain  until  the  service  was  ended ;  or  any  persons 
who  should  on  that  day  be  present  at  any  disorderly  meet- 
higy  ganning  or  tippling,  or  should  make  any  journey,  or 
travel  on  the  road  except  to  and  from  church,  (cases  of 
necessity  and  mercy  excepted,)  or  who  should  be  found 
working  at  their  ordinary  labour,  further  than  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  sustenance  of  man  and  beast, 
should,  on  conviction,  be  fined,  and,  on  failure  to  pay  the 
fine,  should  be  whipped.  From  the  operation  of  the  clause 
requiring  attendance  at  the  parish  church,  it  should  however 
be  remembered  that,  by  express  words,  dissenters  ihyn  the 
establishment  were  exempted. 

This  act  was  required  to  be  publicly  read  twice  a  year 
by  each  clergyman  in  the  colony,  and  the  fines  arising 
under  it  were  to  be  applied  by  the  churchwardens  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor.* 

The  year  1713  was  rendered  memorable  by  an  act  of 
kindness  shown  to  certain  German  emigrants,  similar  to 
that  which  had  been  manifested  towards  the  French  refu- 
gees. It  seems  that  a  small  body  of  Germans  had  settled 
above  the  falls  of  the  Rappahannock,  on  the  southern 
branch  of  the  river,  in  the  county  of  Essex.  This  was  at 
that  period  the  frontier  of  civilization,  and  therefore  it  was 
alike  the  suggestion  of  interest  and  humanity  to  afford  to 
these  foreigners  protection  and  encouragement  Accord- 
ingly they  were  exempted,  as  the  French  had  been,  from 
all  ordinary  taxes  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  and  were 
formed  into  the  "  parish  of  St.  George,'*  with  power  to  em- 
ploy their  own  minister  and  upon  their  own  terms ;  and 
thus  were  two  religious  communities,  difiering  in  many 

•  Trotl'i  Liwi,  •«  Virginii,"  No  46 ;  3  Hening'i  Slatotei,  at  Urge,  868. 
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particulars  from  the  establishment,  not  tolerated  merelf, 
but  favoured  with  valuable  privileges  by  the  legisla- 
ture.* 

The  college  also  seems  to  have  possessed  the  fiivonrable 
regard  of  the  assembly,  as  in  1718  a  law  was  passed  by 
that  body,  appropriating  from  the  public  funds  one  thou- 
sand pounds,  to  be  applied  by  the  visiters  and  governors 
of  the  institution,  to  the  maintenance  and  education  of  poor 
children  who  were  natives  of  the  colony.f  How  far  this 
intended  benefit  was  carried  into  effect  is  unknown;  it  is, 
however,  to  be  hoped  that  these  funds' were  rendered  more 
profitable  to  the  college  than  were  the  donations  conferred 
upon  it  by  the  king  and  others  at  its  commencement ;  for 
of  these,  according  to  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Blair,  the  insti- 
tution never  received  the  benefit  of  one-half.;];  Indeed, 
notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of  the  president  and  other 
friends  of  the  college,  its  progress  was  by  slow  and  labori- 
ous steps.  The  practice  was  common  among  the  higher 
classes  of  society,  of  sending  their  sons  to  be  educated  at 
one  of  the  English  universities ;  nor  could  it  be  entirely 
overcome  after  they  had  a  college  among  themselves. 
For  more  than  seventy  years  after  its  establishment,  it  is 
said,  it  had  rarely  more  than  twenty  students  at  any  one 
time.^  There  are  circumstances,  however,  which  justify 
the  suspicion  of  mistake  in  this  statement 

As  connected  with  the  history  of  this  institution,  it  deserves 
here  to  be  recorded  that  the  rulers  in  the  colony  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  college  manifested  a  praiseworthy  zeal  in  the  en- 
deavour to  make  it  a  blessing  to  the  children  of  the  natives. 
The  honourable  Robert  Boyle  had  made  a  donation  of 
money  to  the  institution,  to  be  applied  to  the  education  of 

*  Trott'i  Laws,  "  Viiginia,"  No.  in  1727.   Of  these,  Mr.  HarCweU  wts 

39 ;  4  Hening*8  Stat.,  at  large,  306.  one  of  the  council ;  and  Mr.  Chil- 

t  4  Henin^s  Stat.,  at  large,  74.  ton  was  attomej^general,  Dr.  Blair's 

t  "  The  present  State  of  Virginia  situation  has  already  been   stated. 

and  the  Colleffe,"  by  Mr.  Hartwell,  ^  3  Miller's  Retrospect,  380. 

Dr.  Blair,  and  Mr.  Chilton,  published 
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Indian  children  therein.  To  carry  into  effect  this  benevo- 
lent intention,  the  plan  at  first  adopted  was  to  procure  cap- 
tive Indian  children,  who  had  been  made  slaves  by  some 
conquering  tribe,  and  place  them  in  the  college  for  instruc- 
tion; but  during  the  administration  of  Sir  Alexander  Spots- 
wood,  who  came  to  the  government  in  1710,  this  plan  was 
laid  aside,  and  one  was  substituted  for  it  which  was  far 
more  eflectual  in  accomplishing  the  ends  of  the  benevolent 
donor.  The  governor  went  in  person  among  the  tributary 
and  other  neighbouring  tribes  of  Indians,  and  prevailed 
upon  them  to  send  their  children  to  be  educated.  He 
exerted  bimselfi  also,  so  successfully  among  remote  and 
almost  unknown  tribes,  that  he  obtained  native  pupils  from 
a  distance  of  more  than  four  hundred  miles  in  the  interior ; 
some  of  these  he  had  taken  as  hostages,  purposely  to  afford 
them  the  advantages  of  education ;  and,  at  his  own  expense* 
he  established  and  supported  a  preparatory  school  on  the 
frontiers,  in  which  Indian  lads  might  be  fitted  for  admission 
into  the  college,  without  being  far  removed  from  their 
parents.* 

Of  the  number  and  situation  of  the  parishes  in  the 
colony,  about  this  time,  and  of  the  general  condition  of  the 
church,  more  is  known  with  certainty  than  at  any  previous 
period  in  this  narrative.  Casting  the  eye  upon  the  map  of 
Virginia,  the  most  striking  features  of  its  eastern  portion 
are  the  majestic  rivers  which  find  their  way  into  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay.  These  rivers  naturally  enough  formed  conve- 
nient boundaries  for  the  larger  portions  of  the  country; 
and  the  name  of  neck  was  applied  to  the  region  of  territory 
lying  between  two  of  these  noble  streams;  a  term,  the 
use  of  which  is  still  common.  The  division  is  one  of 
great  convenience,  and  in  former  times  was  important,  as 
fixing  the  boundaries  of  the  several  escheators.  Of  these 
necks  there  are  four;  the  northern  neck  is  situated  be- 

*  Beverly*!  Virginia. 
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tween  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  rivers ;  the  second 
between  the  Rappahannock  and  York ;  the  third,  be- 
tween York  and  James;  and  the  fourth  on  the  south 
side  of  the  James,  between  it  and  the  southern  frontier  of 
the  colony.  Besides  these,  there  was  one  other  grand  di« 
vision  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  form- 
ing what  then  was,  and  still  is,  called  the  ^  eastern  shore.^ 
There  were  at  that  day  six  counties  within  the  northern 
neck,  which  still  retain  their  names;  viz.,  1.  Lancaster^ 
having  within  it  the  two  parishes  of  Christ  Church  and 
St  Mary  White  Chapel ;  2.  Northumberland^  having  two, 
Fairfield  and  Boutracy,  and  Wicomico ;  3.  Westmoreland^ 
containing  Copely  and  Washington;  4.  Richmond^  con« 
taining  North  Farnham  and  a  part  of  Sittenburn ;  5.  King 
OeorgCf  containing  Hanover  and  the  residue  of  Sitten- 
bum^  6.  Stafford^  containing  St.  Pauls  and  Overworton. 

In  the  neck  between  Rappahannock  and  York  rivers 
there  were  also  six  counties,  the  names  of  which  are  still 
there,  though  portions  of  their  territory  have  since  been 
appropriated  to  the  formation  of  additional  counties. 
These  six  were,  1.  Glocester,  in  which  were  situated  the 
four  parishes  of  Pesso,  Abingdon,  Ware,  and  Kingston ; 
2.  Middlesex,  containing  the  single  parish  of  Christ  Church ; 
8.  King  and  Queen,  having  the  parishes  of  Stratton  Major 
and  St.  Stephens ;  4.  King  William,  containing  St.  Johns 
and  St.  Margarets ;  5.  Essex,  in  which  were  South  Farn- 
ham, St  Anne,  and  St  Marys ;  6.  Spotsylvania,  which 
contained  the  parish  of  St  Gk^orge. 

In  the  neck  between  York  and  James  rivers  there  were 
seven  entire  counties,  and  part  of  an  eighth.  These  seven 
were,  1.  Elizabeth  City,  which  contained  a  parish  of  the 
same  name ;  2.  Warwick,  containing  the  parishes  of  Denby 
and  Mulberry  Island ;  3.  York,  in  which  were  the  two 
parishes  of  Charles  and  York-Hampton,  and  part  of  a 
third  called  Bruton ;  4.  James  City,  in  which  were  James 
City,  Merchants  Hundred,  and  a  third,  the  name  of  which 
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is  unknowDy  together  with  the  residue  of  Bruton,  and  a  part 
of  Wilmington;  5.  New-Kent^  which  contained  Blisland 
and  St  Peters ;  6.  Charles  City,  having  within  it  Western 
and  part  of  Wilmington;  7.  Hcmover^  in  which  was  St 
Pauls.  The  eighth  county,  of  which  a  part  only  was 
within  this  neck,  was  Henrico,  which  was  divided  by  the 
James  River,  and  contained  the  parishes  of  Henrico  and 
St  James,  separated  from  each  other  by  the  river ;  and  a 
part  also  of  the  parish  of  Bristol. 

On  the  south  side  of  James  River  were  seven  entire 
counties,  together  with  the  remaining  part  of  Henrico. 
These  were,  1.  Princess  Ann,  in  which  was  the  parish  of 
Lynhaven ;  2.  Norfolk,  with  one  parish  called  Elizabeth 
River;  3.  Nansemond,  in  which  were  included  Lower 
Parish,  Upper  Parish,  and  Chickabuc ;  4.  Isle  of  Wight^ 
containing  Warwick,  Squeake  Bay,  and  Newport;  5. 
Surry,  having  Lyon's  Creek  and  Southwark;  6.  Prince 
George^  in  which  was  Martin  Brandon  and  the  rest  of 
Bristol ;  7.  Brunswick,  the  whole  of  which  formed  the  parish 
of  St  Andrews. 

On  the  eastern  shore  were  the  two  counties  of  Northamp" 
tan  hnd  Accomac ;  the  first  contained  the  parish  of  Hun- 
gers ;  the  second  that  of  Accomac.  Thus  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  whole  number  of  counties  was  twenty-nine ; 
and  of  parishes  there  were  fifty-four.*  There  was,  how- 
ever, great  inequality  in  the  size  of  these  parishes.  Some 
were  sixty  miles  long;  while  others  were  very  small. 
This  was  accidental,  and  resulted  from  the  settlements 
having  been  first  formed  on  bodies  of  good  land  near  to 
the  rivers.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  size  of  a 
parish  was  estimated,  not  entirely  by  the  extent  of  its  terri- 
tory, but  by  the  number  of  its  tithables-f 

In  each  of  these  parishes  there  was  a  convenient  church 

*  Bererly*!  Virtniiia.  t  Preiant  State  of  Virginia,  p.  6ft. 
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edifice,  built  of  stone,  brick,  or  wood,  and  furnished 
all  things  necessary  for  the  decent  performance 
service.  In  many  of  the  larger  parishes  there  were  also 
one  or  more  chapels  of  ease ;  so  that  probably  the  whole 
number  of  places  of  worship  was  not  less  than  seventy. 
In  every  parish  there  was  also  a  dwelling-house  for  the 
minister ;  in  most,  if  not  in  all  of  them,  a  glebe  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  in  some,  a  small  stock  of 
cattle.* 

The  inhabitants  were  almost  entirely  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  at  the  period  now  under  review,  there  is  said 
to  have  been  -but  one  dissenting  place  of  worship  in  the 
colony ;  this  was  a  meeting-house  for  a  small  congregation 
of  Quakers  in  Nansemond  county.f  But  it  is  believed,  on 
the  authority  of  Dn  Blair,];  that  this  statement  is  incorrect ; 
as  he  informs  us  that  there  were  three  meeting-houses  for 
the  Quakers,  and  one  for  the  Presbyterians. 

More  than  half  of  the  churches  of  the  establishment 
were  probably  supplied  with  clergymen ;  and  in  such  as 
were  destitute  of  regular  ministrations,  it  seems  to  have 
been  the  custom  to  substitute  the  services  of  a  lay  reader, 
except  on  occasions  when  the  zeal  of  a  neighbouring  minis- 
ter prompted  him  to  carry  his  pastoral  labours  beyond  the 
limits  of  his  own  parish,  and  to  preach  or  administer  sacra- 
ments in  the  vacant  churches  near  to  him. 

One  hundred  and  fifteen  years  had  now  elapsed  since  the 
first  clergyman  landed  in  Virginia,  and  yet  candour  calls 
for  the  acknowledgment  that  the  state  of  religion  was  much 
lower  than  in  some  of  the  other  colonies.  It  was  not  that 
the  government  had  been  entirely  indififerent  to  their  under- 

•  The  Preient  State  of  Virginia,  iih,  at  WUliamsbarg,  the  aeat  of  the 

p.  71.    Thii  volumr  was  written  by  colonial  government, 

the  reverend  Hugh  Jonee,  who  lived  i  Beverly'f  Virginia, 

for  many  years  in  the  colony,  and  wai  t  Present  State  of  Virginia  and 

at  one  time  a  lecturer  in  Bmton  par-  the  College,  p.  64. 
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taking  to  make  provision  for  its  support :  to  outward  ap. 
pearance  the  condition  of  the  church  seemed  prosperous 
enough.  The  traveller,  in  his  journey ings  through  the 
colony,  might  see  on  every  hand  the  neat  spire  of  a  sub- 
stantial church  lifting  its  head  amid  the  foliage  of  the  forest 
in  which  it  was  placed ;  his  eye  rested  on  the  cultivated 
grounds  which  surrounded  the  comfortable  habitations  of 
the  clergy;  and  he  might  from  these  tokens  have  hastily 
concluded  that  he  was  in  the  bosom  of  a  deeply  pious  popu- 
lation :  yet  was  there,  in  very  many,  a  lamentable  want  of 
the  practical  fruits  of  godliness.  There  was  a  deficiency 
of  spirituality  in  the  religion  of  that  day.  The  *«  form  of 
sound  words'*  which  imbodied  devotion,  most  useful  as  an 
auxiliary  in  the  united  worship  of  a  congregation,  and  beau- 
tifully chaste  and  simple  in  the  ritual  of  the  church  to  which 
the  colonists  belonged,  was  scrupulously  observed ;  but  in 
the  use  of  that  form  alone,  too  many,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
rested :  such  use  was  substituted  for  the  power  of  godliness 
in  renewing  a  sinful  nature ;  for  the  operation  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  upon  an  unsanctified  heart.  *It  would  be  unjust  to 
include  all  in  this  sentence.  There  is  evidence  that  some^ 
both  of  clergy  and  laity,  were  deeply  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  genuine  piety ;  they  were  worthy  and  consistent 
Christians ;  but  they  certainly  did  not  form  the  most  numer- 
ous class  of  the  population. 

In  the  contemplation  of  this  state  of  things,  points  arise 
well  worthy  of  attentive  consideration:  they  imbody  the 
lessons  of  experience,  and  it  is  therefore  hoped  that  a  brief 
examination  of  facts  connected  with  this  unhappy  condition 
of  affairs  will  prove  neither  uninteresting  nor  useless. 

And  first,  as  to  the  clergy  of  the  colony.  The  usual 
mode  of  obtaining  a  living  was  this :  the  clergyman  in  Eng- 
land, who  was  desirous  of  emigrating  to  Virginia,  informed 
the  Bishop  of  London  of  his  willingness  to  become  a  mis- 
sionary to  the  colony.  Upon  producing  his  letters  of  order* 
and  testimonials  as  to  character,  he  obtained  from  the 
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bishop  a  license  and  certificate,  together  with  an  order  on 
the  treasurer  for  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  voyage.  On  his  arrival  in  the  colony,  he 
applied  to  the  governor,  (who  was  in  effect  the  chief  ruler 
in  the  church,)  or  to  the  parishioners  of  some  vacant  living, 
and  sometimes  to  both :  and  if  his  ministrations  were  agree- 
able to  the  congregation,  he  was  **  receivecT*  (such  was  the 
term  in  use)  as  their  minister.*  It  must  not,  however,  be 
supposed  that  by  being  thus  received^  the  clergyman  ac- 
quired a  permanent  settlement.  By  the  act  of  1642,t  the 
induction  of  a  clergyman  '*  into  any  parish  that  shall  make 
presentation  of  him,"  was  directed  to  be  performed  by  the 
governor ;  but  it  was  entirely  at  the  option  of  the  parish  to 
make  or  withhold  such  presentation.  Without  induction, 
the  clergyman  was  held  to  possess  no  freehold  in  his  living, 
but  was  at  any  time  liable  to  removal,  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  vestry,  without  trial  or  even  crime  alleged  against  him. 
Under  these  circumstances,  there  were  but  few  of  the  clergy 
who  could  consider  their  situations  as  permanent,  for  there 
were  but  few  who  could  prevail  upon  their  vestries  to  pre- 
sent them  for  induction.];  The  general  custom,  therefore, 
was  to  hire  the  minister  from  year  to  year.§ 

With  every  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don to  send  none  but  deserving  clergymen  into  the  colony, 
(and  of  the  anxiety  of  several  of  the  prelates  of  that  see 
in  this  particular  there  is  abundant  proof,)  still  it  was 
scarcely  possible  to  avoid  making  at  times  injudicious  ap- 
pointments :  for  clergymen  of  reputation,  fixed  in  comfort- 
able livings  at  home,  were  not  often  among  the  applicants  to 
go  abroad ;  and  the  class  of  clergymen  needed  in  Virginia 
seems  to  have  been  but  imperfectly  understood  at  home. 
Men  of  piety,  experience,  and  prudence,  men  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  world,  were  the  only  men  whose  services 

•  Jonet'g  «  Sute  of  yirginia,"  p.        t  Bererly'i  Yirginia. 
108.  f  Prefant  State  of  Virginia,   by 

t  Ante,  p.  68.  Haitwell,  Blair,  and  Chilton,  p.  66. 
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in  Vii^ioia  promised  extensive  usefulness ;  but  such  men 
found  ample  and  profitable  employment  in  England. 
The  class  which  usually  came  (the  assertion  is  made 
on  the  authority  of  a  contemporary*)  was  one  unfitted, 
from  entire  ignorance  of  human  nature,  as  well  as  from 
the  absence  of  discretion  and  prudence,  to  appreciate  the 
true  condition  of  the  country.  They  were  utterly  unable 
to  accommodate  themselves  to  the  perpetually  recurring 
exigencies  of  a  new  country,  and  a  state  of  society,  of 
which,  as  the  past  aflforded  no  precedent,  so  neither  could 
it  furnish  any  guides  to  conduct.  The  egregious  mistake 
was  made  by  many  who  recommended  clergymen  to  the 
Bishop  of  London,  of  supposing  that  very  inferior  powers 
of  mind,  and  but  a  limited  stock  of  attainments,  would  suf- 
fice for  a  missionary  to  Virginia ;  whereas  if  any  station 
on  earth  calls  for  the  loftiest  spirit  of  devotion,  a  nobleness 
of  soul  which  can  forget  self,  and  intellectual  endowments 
of  the  highest  order,  it  is  that  of  the  Christian  missionary. 
Men  of  inferior  capacities  may  be  useful  in  the  ministry  of 
the  church,  for  God,  in  his  wise  providence,  often  makes 
them  the  honoured  instruments  of  good  to  their  fellow-men ; 
but  such  men  are  not  often  designed  to  be  pioneers  in  the 
great  work  of  planting  the  church  of  God  in  regions  where 
it  is  utterly  unknown. 

Many  of  the  clergy,  therefore,  were,  os  might  have  been 
anticipated,  unfitted  for  their  stations.  The  precariousncss 
of  the  tenure  by  which  they  held  their  livings,  contributed 
also  not  a  little  to  beget  in  them  a  spirit  of  indifierence  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties ;  and  to  complete  the  list  of 
unpropilious  circumstances,  the  irregularities  and  crimes  of 
an  unworthy  clergyman  could  not  be  visited  effectually 
with  the  severities  of  ecclesiastical  censure.  Far  removed 
from  his  diocesan,  and  standing  in  but  little  awe  of  the 
powers  of  his  commissary,  he  sometimes  offended  religion 

*  Jones'a  Sute  of  YirginU,  appendix,  95. 
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and  morals  with  impuDity,  and  still  remained  in  the  church 
a  reproach  to  her  ministry.  The  commissary  could  not 
degrade  him  by  a  removal  from  the  priesthood ;  it  was 
beyond  his  authority ;  and  even  in  the  exercise  of  his  ordi- 
nary powers  and  duties,  he  was  obliged  to  encounter  the 
prejudices  of  the  people  themselves.  He  summoned  the 
clergy,  indeed,  to  conventions,  in  which  he  presided  ;  but 
these  conventions  possessed  but  the  shadow  of  power.* 
He  attempted  visitations,  but  with  little  success ;  for  un- 
fortunately, they  were  strangely  associated  in  the  minds  of 
the  people  with  ecclesiastical  courts,  and  of  these,  from 
the  times  of  Archbishop  Laud,  even  the  very  name  was 
offensive  in  yirginia.t 

If  we  turn  from  the  clergy  to  the  laity,  facts  present 
themselves,  such  as  might  naturally  be  supposed  to  exist 
under  the  ministrations  of  such  a  body  of  clergy.  Indeed, 
it  scarce  admits  of  doubt,  that  between  the  two  classes 
there  was  a  mutual  action  and  reaction  for  evil ;  each 
probably  contributed  to  make  the  other  worse.  Disputes 
were  perpetually  arising  between  pastors  and  people; 
and,  almost  without  exception,  they  might  be  traced  to  the 
uncertainty  of  a  living  which  harrassed  the  clergj^man-J 
There  are  instances  recorded  which  show  the  fact  of  ex- 
clusion of  the  minister  on  grounds  purely  mercenary.  It 
has,  indeed,  been  said  by  an  historian,  whose  general  ac- 
curacy is  acknowledged,  that  the  clergy  were  very  rarely 
removed  by  the  parish  vnthout  some  great  provocation ; 
and  then,  if  their  conduct  had  not  been  grossly  scan- 
dalous, it  is  said,  they  were  immediately  received  into 
other  parishes.^  There  is  error  in  this  statement  Upon 
the  testimony  of  the  commissary  himself,  confirmed  by  that 
of  one  of  the  governor's  council,  and  of  the  attorney-gen- 

*  Jonei*!  State  of  Virginia,  83,  et  t  Jonei,  72. 

••Q'  ^  Bererlr. 

t  Jonef'i  State  of  the  Church,  S6, 
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cral,  it  is  denied.    If  a  clergyman  vraa  faithful  to  his  duty, 
and  preached  against  the  sins  and  vices  of  his  people,  be 
was  removed :  and  the  instances  are  numerous  of  clergy- 
men having  been  displaced  by  vestries  without  a  charge 
made,  or  even  a  reason  assigned  for  it.*     The  same  fact 
is  also  confirmed  by  a  contemporary  to  whom  reference 
has  already  been  made.t    He  states  that  the  clergy  had 
the  church  doors  often  shut  against  them,  and  their  sala- 
ries were  stopped  by  the  vestry  ;  who,  as  he  expresses  it, 
^thought  themselves  the  parson's  master;"  and  he  cites 
instances  in  proof  of  his  assertion.    Some  of  these  instances 
may,  perhaps,  not  be  unacceptable,  as  affording  an  illustra- 
tion of  a  lawless  condition  of  affairs,  quite  sufficient  to  de- 
stroy the  spiritual  welfare  of  any  church.    A  deacon  had 
visited  England  to  obtain  priest's  orders ;  during  his  ab- 
sence his  parishioners  had  seen  fit  to  choose  another  clergy- 
man ;  and  on  his  return,  when  sent  by  the  governor  to  his 
parish,  the  people  peremptorily  refused  to  receive  him,  and 
he  was  left  without  redress.    It  is  difficult  here  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  people  or  the  intruding  clergyman  was 
most  in  fault ;  but  that  a  clergyman  could  thus  effectually 
supplant  an  absent  brother,  certainly  affords  proof  of  a 
lamentable  want  of  discipline  and  church  order.    Another 
instance  is  afforded  in  the  case  of  a  Mr.  Latane,  a  French 
gentleman  of  learning  and  piety,  who,  because  of  some 
trifling  dispute  with  a  portion  of  his  vestry,  was  shut  out 
of  his  church.    The  reason  assigned  for  this  act  of  exclu- 
sion was  (according  to  our  authority)  "  that  he  had  a  small 
tang  of  French  in  his  speech,  and  they  could  not  under- 
stand him,"  though,  as  he  adds,  they  were  long  in  making 
the  discovery,  for  they  had  been  hearing  him  for  seven 
years  without  complaint.     It  was  also  not  unusual,  in  case 
of  a  vacancy  by  death  or  otherwise,  for  the  people  actually 

•  PreMDt  State  of  Vbginia,  by  t  Joner  104, 106 

Haitwelt,  Blair,  and  ChiltoD,  p.  6S. 
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to  refuse  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  successor,  that  they 
might  escape  the  payment  of  a  salary  which  did  not  exceed 
eighty  pounds.* 

The  effect  of  such  a  system,  as  was  stated  by  the  com- 
missary, was  to  make  the  clergy,  who  were  not  inducted, 
subservient  and  dependant :  and  good  clergymen  refused 
to  come  over,  because  they  had  been  taught  by  the  experi- 
ence of  those  who  preceded  them,  and  who  had  retreated 
as  soon  as  they  could,  that  if  they  came,  insult  and  oppres- 
sion awaited  them.f  Another  evil,  more  properly  to  be 
attributed  to  the  general  state  of  feeling  among  the  peoplct 
than  to  any  necessary  connection  with  the  system  of  lay 
reading  which  had  been  introduced,  was  found  to  follow 
upon  that  system.  The  readers  employed  were  com- 
monly the  parish  clerks,  who  imitated  the  practices  of  the 
clergy  in  the  performance  of  their  public  duties  in  almost 
everything  except  the  use  of  the  clerical  vestments  and  the 
administration  of  the  sacraments ;  these  men  were  some- 
times made  use  of  as  instruments  by  a  discontented  ves- 
try ;  and  in  the  absence  of  the  clergy,  not  unfrequently 
succeeded  in  procuring  the  favourable  opinions  of  the 
parishioners,  and  in  sowing  disaffection  towards  a  minister 
among  the  people  of  his  charge4 

These  facts  leave  but  little  room  for  wonder  at  the  dis- 
covery that  Christianity,  in  the  blessed  and  salutary  influ- 
ences of  its  power  over  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men,  was  ex- 
hibited by  but  few.  These  facts  may  also  serve  to  remove 
an  opinion  entertained  by  some,  that  the  depressed  state  of 
religion  in  Virginia  was  the  natural  and  unavoidable  result  of 
an  establishment.  Whatever  may  be  the  evils  which  are  sup- 
posed necessarily  to  flow  from  extending  to  any  one  religi- 

*  Present  Sute  of  Virginia,  by  onifbrm  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  it 

Blair,  4dc.,  66.  may  not   improperly  be  mentioned, 

t  Ibid.  66.  that  according  to  Jones  the  surplice 

t  Jones,  68.      As    clerical   Test^  was  never  dispensed  with  in  Virginia 

ments  have  here  been  spoken  o^  and  in  his  day,  except  from  absolute  n*> 

the  use  of  the  surplice  has  not  be«B  ccsaity.    Jones,  p.  69. 
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ous  system  the  exclusive  patronage  of  the  state,  candour 
requires  the  admission  here,  that  the  calamitous  condition 
of  the  church  in  things  spiritual  must  be  traced  to  some 
other  cause.  Establishments,  it  must  be  remembered,  were 
not  confined  to  Virginia  :  in  the  colonies  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  and  Connecticut,  the  system  of  the  Independents  was 
as  much  established  as  the  Church  of  England  was  in  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  yet  the  two  first  named  colonies  are,  even  at 
this  day,  adduced,  and  with  great  propriety,  as  examples 
of  communities  in  which  was  found  a  degree  of  devoted 
piety  and  practical  religion  unsurpassed  in  the  history  of 
any  communities  of  the  same  extent.  It  could  not  therefore 
have  been  that  the  establishment  simply  of  the  Church  of 
England  in  Virginia  was  the  cause  of  the  evils  which  have 
been  described. 

There  is  also  another  consideration  which  would 
seem  to  refute  this  opinion.  The  Church  of  England, 
it  is  true,  was  nominally  placed  under  the  protection 
of  the  state ;  but  it  certainly  derived,  in  many  important 
particulars,  no  protection  from  it.  In  effect,  it  was  not 
an  establishment  It  experienced  the  evils  of  an  alli- 
ance without  reaping  its  advantages.  Its  clergy  were  not 
secured  in  the  permanent  enjoyment  of  its  livings,  but  were 
left  entirely  dependent  upon  the  will  of  their  parishioners; 
while  the  parishioners  were,  perhaps,  not  unfrequently 
tempted  to  annoy  their  clergyman,  as  an  easy  mode  of 
manifesting  displeasure  towards  their  rulers.  The  plan 
was  essentially  a  popular  one,  and  the  mere  name  of  es- 
tablishment cannot  change  its  character.  It  may  safely, 
therefore,  be  said  that,  to  most  practical  purposes,  it  was 
no  establishment  at  all ;  and  there  certainly  was  wanting 
that  feature  which  is  commonly  supposed  to  be  most  fatal 
to  ardent  piety  in  establishments,  namely,  comfortable 
livings  permanently  secured  to  indolent  or  unfaithful  in- 
cumbents. 

And  if  it  should  be  supposed  that  the  Cb^rch  of  England 
in  Virginia,  while  it  neglected  to  secure  its  own  clergy  in 
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• 
the  eDJoyment  of  a  competent  maiDtenancey  yet,  by  virtue 

of  its  established  character,  excluded  pious  ministers  of 
other  denominations,  and  therefore  contributed  to  the  de- 
pressed state  of  religion  among  the  people ;  it  should  be 
remembered  that  at  this  period  they  y^ere  not  excluded* 
It  is  stated,  upon  the  evidence  of  the  commissary,  that  a 
Presbyterian  congregation  existed  at  this  very  time  in  the 
colony ;  and  there  is  positive  testimony  to  show  the  period 
at  which  it  was  introduced,  as  the  following  extracts  from 
the  records  of  the  Presbyterian  church  will  evince.  Under 
the  year  1722,  it  is  said,  ''A  representation  being  made  by 
some  of  our  members  of  the  earnest  desires  of  some  Pro- 
testant dissenting  families  in  Virginia,  together  with  a  com^ 
fortable  prospect  of  the  increase  of  our  interest  there,  the 
synod  have  appointed  that  Mr.  Hugh  Conn,  Mr.  John 
Orme,  and  Mr.  William  Stewart,  do  each  of  them  severally 
visit  said  people,  and  preach  four  Sabbaths  to  them,  between 
this  and  tlie  next  synod  ;**  and  under  the  succeeding  year 
it  is  stated,  that  "  Messrs.  Conn,  Orme,  and  Stewart,  ful- 
filled their  appointment  with  respect  to  Virginia."*  Upon 
the  report  of  these  gentlemen,  measures  were  taken  to  con- 
tinue ministerial  services  to  the  members  of  the  infant  con- 
gregation. And  it  will  be  seen,  in  the  future  pages  of  this 
narrative,  that  their  number  speedily  increased,  so  that  long 
before  the  period  of  the  American  Revolution,  there  were 
ministers  and  congregations  of  various  Christian  denomi- 
nations in  the  colony.  The  existence  of  the  establish- 
ment, therefore,  did  not  operate  to  their  exclusion;  and 
when  once  introduced,  their  situation  was  similar  to  that 
of  ministers  of  the  establishment,  for  both  were  dependent 
on  the  will  of  the  people. 

The  evil,  then,  must  be  traced  to  another  cause,  and  that 
will  be  found  in  the  characters  of  a  majority  of  the  clergy, 
and  in  the  temper  and  conduct  of  the  people ;  and,  as  has 
been  already  intimated,  each  contributed  to  produce  the 

•  From  First  Book  of  Minutes  of  the  Ptetbytery  of  Philadelphia. 
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other.    Some  improvemeDt  in  the  condition  of  things  would 
probably  have  been  seen,  had  Virginia,  like  Massachusetts, 
been  furnished,  for  the  most  part,  with  native  clergymen ; 
but  the  most  effectual  remedy  would  have  been  found  in 
the  presence  of  some  controlling  power,  able  to  correct  and 
punish  the  irregularities  and  crimes  of  unworthy  ministers, 
to  introduce  and  encourage  good  ones,  and  to  exercise  a 
wholesome  influence  in  securing  to  deserving  men  a  com- 
petent maintenance.     The  reformation  of  the  laity  would 
have  followed  as  a  consequence  of  these  things.    Afaiihful 
bishop  would  have  been  a  blessing  to  the  colony,  and  this 
was  plainly  perceived  by  the  worthy  part  of  the  clergy  in 
Virginia  ;*  nor  did  they  hesitate  to  ask  that  one  might  be 
sent,  with  powers  so  limited  in  certain  particulars  as  to 
allay  the  suspicious  fears  of  the  people,  who  dreaded  no- 
thing more  than  ecclesiastical  tyranny.     The  necessity  of 
such  an  officer  was  felt,  too,  by  the  wisest  and  best  men  in 
the  church  at  home;  and  before  this  period  eiibrts  had  been 
made  by  the  venerable  society  for  propagating  the  Grospel 
in  foreign  parts,  which  were  perseveringly  continued  for 
many  years,  to  have  a  bishop  consecrated  and  sent  to  these 
colonies.t     These  efforts  failed  more  than  once,  when  the 
plan  seemed  to  be  on  the  eve  of  accomplishment,  and  the 
wisdom  of  that  Providence  which  defeated  its  success, 
though  inscrutable  at  the  time,  seems  now  to  be  sufficiently 
.  obvious* 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  claim  of  episcopacy 
to  be  considered  as  the  only  apostolic  system  of  eccle- 
siastical order,  one  point,  it  is  presumed,  will  be  acceded 
to  by  all.  It  is  this ;  that  among  those  who  hold  to  its  pro- 
priety and  necessity,  there  should  be  no  unnecessary  delay 
in  furnishing  to  a  distant  church  an  officer  so  important  as 
a  bishop.  A  community  of  Episcopal  churches  without  a 
bishop  to  preside  over  them,  must  be  viewed,  upon  the  sys- 

*  Jones,  p.  99.  a  dif  tinct  put  in  a  future  Tolume  of 

t  Th«  hUtory  of  iheae  efiorta  fonni    thU  work. 
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tern  of  EpiscopaliaDs,  as  a  body  without  a  head.  The 
mother  country,  which  then  withheld  this  essenUal  eccIeaU 
astical  officer  from  these  colonies,  has  in  later  days  pursued 
a  different,  and,  it  is  thought,  far  wiser  course.  Her  colo- 
nies are  now^supplied ;  and  the  increase  in  that  supply 
keeps  pace,  as  it  should  do,  with  the  necessities  of  her 
growing  settlements.* 

Whether  the  obstacles  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the 
church,  which  have  just  been  detailed,  were  duly  appre* 
dated  by  those  in  authority,  may  well  be  doubted ;  though 
an  insufficiency  in  the  salaries  of  the  clergy  seems  not  to 
have  escaped  attention.    It  will  be  remembered  that  under 

*  In  the  bourse  of  bis  researcbei,  in  preparing  these  pages,  the  author  has       y/ 
met  with  an  attestation  so  anexpected  to  the  exptdimey  of  a  gOTornment    /^ 
essentially  episcopal,  that  he  here  presents  it    It  comes  from  the  Baptist^^ 
and  is  to  be  found  in  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  that  sect  in  Vi^ 
ginia.    In  an  association  of  the  churches,  held  in  1774,  it  was  determined 
that  apostUs  were  officers  which  still  belonged  to  the  church  of  Christ ;  this 
was  founded  on  Eph.  iv.  11,  12,  13. 

The  association,  having  thus  determined,  proceeded  "  to  the  choice  of  an 
apostle,'*  and  the  individual  was  set  apart  by  having  the  hands  of  every 
ordained  minister  laid  (m  him.  *'  Hu  work  was  to  pervade  the  churches,  to 
do,  or  at  least  to  see  to  the  work  of  ordination,  and  to  set  in  order  things 
that  were  wanting,  and  to  make  report  to  the  next  association." 

The  subject  underwent  much  discussion,  and  it  is  said  by  the  Baptist 
historian,  that  the  warmth  of  the  debate  excited  against  some  a  strong 
suspicion  of  vanity  and  ambition.  Soon  after,  two  others  were  appointed 
apostles.  The  plan  was  at  length  abandoned :  the  unholy  passions  which 
have  been  hinted  at,  it  is  probable-  were  exercised  in  the  effort  to  make  it 
nugatory ;  but,  be  this  as  it  may,  the  apostles  made  but  a  discouraging 
report  of  their  success  to  the  association,  and  none  others  were  ever  ap- 
pointed. They  were  viewed  as  officers  of  human  appointment  merely,  and  this 
may  explain  the  facts  of  opposition  to  them,  and  of  their  final  suppression. 
**  This,"  says  our  authority,  <*  is  only  the  old  plan  of  bishops,  dec,  under  a 
new  name ;"  and  *'  either  the  spirit  of  free  government  ran  too  high  among 
the  churches  to  submit,"  or  the  thing  **  not  being  from  God,  soon  fell." 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  cause  of  its  discontinuance,  the  fact  of  its 
introduction  would  seem  to  intimate  that  the  necessity  was  felt  of  some- 
thing like  episcopal  supervision. — Semple's  History  of  the  Rise  and  Prog- 
of  the  Baptists  in  Virginia,  pp.  68, 59. 


the  kw  of  1662,  the  clergy  were  to  receive  an  annoal 
fltipend  in  the  commodities  of  the  country,  equivalent  in 
value  to  eighty  pounds:  but  a  depreciation  in  the  value 
of  the  chief  staple  of  the  country,  tobacco,  having  dimin- 
ished the  worth  of  the  clergyman^s  salaries  about  one-sixth| 
to  remedy  the  evil,  the  legislature  of  1727  enacted  that 
**  every  minister,  received  into  any  parish  by  the  vestry/* 
should  have  an  annual  salary  of  sixteen  thousand  pounds  of 
tobacco,  together  with  the  cask  in  which  it  was  packed. 
Not  less  than  two  hundred  acres  of  land  was  also  directed 
to  be  purchased  and  appropriated  for  a  glebe  in  each  parish, 
and  comfortable  buildings,  where  they  did  not  already 
exist,  were  to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  minister  at  the 
expense  of  the  parish.  The  minister  on  his  part  was  bound 
to  keep  all  the  buildings  in  repair  during  his  incumbency ; 
and  on  fiiilure  so  to  do,  he  was  made  liable  to  an  action  at 
the  suit  of  th^  churchwardens. 

It  is  evident  that  this  law,  however  just  it  may  have  been 
in  providing  a  competent  maiutenauce  for  the  clergy,  was 
still  deficient  The  true  cause  of  the  evil  was  left  un- 
touched, for  the  clergy  were  not  secured  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  salaries.  It  was  still  optional  with  the  vestries  to 
receive  them,  and  they  might  still  refuse  to  present  them  for 
induction,  without  which  they  acquired  no  permanent  in- 
terest. The  usual  practice  under  this  enactment  was  this : 
when  a  parish  became  vacant,  the  governor  and  commis- 
sary wrote  commendatory  letters  to  the  vestry,  upon 
which  the  clergyman  recommended  was  generally  re- 
ceived into  the  parish,  and  took  benefit  of  its  temporals 
and  charge  of  its  spirituals,  so  long  as  it  might  please  the 
people  to  permit  him.* 

Before  dismissing  the  subject  of  clerical  salaries,  it  is  due 
to  the  assemblies  of  Virginia  to  state,  that  in  general  a  de- 
sire was  manifested  to  make  a  provision  for  the  mainte- 


*  Letter  to  th«  Clagj  of  ^ginSa,  hj  Richard  Bland,  Ea^ra. 

If 
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nance  of  their  ministers  as  ample  as  the  condition  of  the 
country  would  allow.  The  character  of  Virginia  has  ever 
been  marked  by  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  generosity,  nor 
did  she  detract  from  that  character  in  her  treatment  of 
the  clergy,  so  far  as  the  amount  of  salary  is  concerned ; 
thus,  when  in  1731  a  law  was  passed  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  tobacco,  which  in  its  operation  excluded  from  the 
market  such  as  was  of  inferior  quality,  the  value  of  the 
minister's  salaries  increased  to  one  hundred,  and  in  some 
instances  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds;  and  the 
legislature  interfered  not,  but  allowed  them  the  full  benefit 
of  the  increase  in  value.  It  should  not,  however,  be  co»* 
cealed,  that  while  thus  liberal  in  providing  for  temporal 
wants,  there  was  a  suspicious  apprehension  of  ecclesiaa* 
tical  domination,  founded  upon  some  of  the  past  incidents 
of  English  ecclesiastical  history,  which  probably  led  to  the 
mistake  of  not  securing  the  clergyman  against  the  caprice 
ofhisflocL 
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CHAPTER   VI. 
1731-1746. 

Introdoetioii  of  ProtliyterUn*— Visit  of  Mr.  Whitfield— Low  state  of  Reli* 
fioD— Efioite  of  Morris  to  reviTe  it — His  Character  and  Cooduet— Amoo* 
ing  eiample  of  his  Simplieitj  and  Ignorauce  Charge  of  the  Govenioc 
to  the  Grand  Jury  against  Presbyterians^Mr.  Roan*s  Case  Help  from 
Synod  in  New- York — Reverend  Samael  Davies,  his  Character  and  La- 
bours— Act  of  Toleration  extended  to  Virginia — Dread  of  Popery  ani 
New  Lights — CommeBoeraeot  of  straggle  with  Dissenteis-— Morgas 
Mofgan. 

Thus  far  we  have  endeavoured  to  trace  the  course  of  the 
church  in  Virginia,  while  she  continued  to  be  almost  the 
only  religious  denomination.  In  her  future  progress  we 
shall  have  occasion  to  view  her  in  company  with  other  reli- 
gious societies,  which  began  to  spring  up  around  her.  It 
has  already  been  seen  that  a  few  meetings  of  Quakers,  and 
one  society  of  Presbyterians,  had  obtained  something  like 
a  permanent  existence  within  the  limits  of  the  colony. 
There  is,  however,  evidence  that  the  number  of  Presbyte- 
rian societies  was  greater  than  is  here  named.  There  was 
but  one  society,  it  is  probable,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
colony,  as  stated  by  Commissary  Blair ;  but  in  the  more 
remote  western  parts,  which  had  been  opened  to  the  enter- 
prise of  the  colonists  by  the  exploring  expeditions  under 
Governor  Spottswood,  it  is  believed  that  there  were  several 
Presbyterian  societies.  On  the  western  side  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  a  large  proportion  of  the  early  settlers,  who  in  the 
first  instance  came  from  Ireland,  and  last  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, were  dissenters.  They  were  so  far  removed  from  the 
seat  of  the  colonial  government,  that  they  encountered  but 
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little  opposition  from  the  ruling  powers,  and  their  congre- 
gations were  regularly  organized  and  placed  under  the  care 
of  pastors  whose  names  have  come  down  to  us.*  In  the 
year  1740,  that  extraordinary  man,  the  reverend  Mr.  Whit- 
field, visited  Virginia,  and  experienced  a  kind  reception  at 
the  hands  of  the  commissary,  Dr.  Blair.  At  his  request, 
Mr.  Whitfield  preached  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  in 
other  places ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  his  ministrations 
tended  to  create  an  increased  interest  on  religious  subjects 
among  some  of  the  members  of  the  establishment.  At  any 
rate,  he  obtained  a  ready  and  unprejudiced  hearing,  be- 
cause he  was  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
a  deeper  sense  of  piety  was  exhibited  among  some  of  the 
establiiihment  soon  after  his  visitf 

It  is  not  calumny  to  say,  that  at  the  period  in  which  de- 
partures from  the  church  first  took  place,  religion  was  in  a 
deplorably  low  state.  The  causes  of  this  have  already 
been  placed  before  the  reader,  and  they  certainly  are  sufli- 
cient  to  account  for  the  fact.  But  we  must  not  too  hastily 
conclude  that  there  was  no  real  piety  lefl  in  the  colony,  nor 
that  the  irreligious  were  all  members  of  the  establishment. 
On  both  these  points  we  have  the  direct  testimony  of  one 
who  was  an  eyewitness,  and  who  in  fact  organized  presby- 
terianism  in  Eastern  Virginia.  "  I  have  reason  to  hope," 
says  he,  "  there  are  and  have  been  a  few  names  in  various 
parts  of  the  colony,  who  are  sincerely  seeking  the  Lord, 
and  groping  afler  religion  in  the  communion  of  the  Church 
of  England.**;]:  Some  such  he  knew ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  informs  us,  that  ''there  are  and  have  been  in  this 
colony  a  great  number  of  Scotch  merchants,  who  were 
educated  Presbyterians ;  but  (I  speak  but  what  their  con- 
duct more  loudly  proclaims)  they  generally,  upon  their 
arrival  here,  prove  scandals  to  their  religion  and  country, 

*  Appendix  to  Campbell*!  History        t  Davies*  State  of  Religion  among 
of  Virginia,  p.  304.  Diteenten  in  Virginia,  p.  10. 

t  Ibid.  p.  6. 
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by  their  loose  principles  and  immoral  practices;  and  either 
fall  into  an  indifferency  about  religion  in  general,  or  affect 
to  be  polite  by  turning  deists,  or  fashionable  by  conforming 
to  the  church.''*  The  testimony  of  this  witness  will  per- 
haps be  deemed  unexceptionable,  when  it  is  stated  that  he 
manifests  no  bigoted  prejudice  against  the  church.  **  Had 
the  doctrines  of  the  Grospel,"  says  he,  '^  been  solemnly  and 
faithfully  preached  in  the  established  church,  I  am  per- 
suaded there  would  have  been  but  few  dissenters  in  these 
parts  of  Virginia ;  for  their  first  objections  were  not  against 
the  peculiar  rites  and  ceremonies  of  that  church,  much  less 
against  her  excellent  articles,  but  against  the  general  strain 
of  the  doctrines  delivered  from  the  pulpit,  in  which  these 
articles  were  opposed,  or  (which  was  the  more  common 
case)  not  mentioned  at  all ;  so  that  at  first  they  were  not 
properly  dissenters  from  the  original  constitution  of  the 
Church  of  England,  but  the  most  strict  adherents  to  it,  and 
only  dissented  from  those  who  had  forsaken  it."t 

The  task,  however,  of  dwelling  upon  such  a  picture  is 
fiir  from  grateful,  and  therefore  we  gladly  pass  on  to  a 
statement  of  some  of  the  steps  towards  reformation.  An 
individual  whose  piety  it  would  be  wrong  to  question, 
though  it  was  not  always  tempered  with  discretion,];  seems 
to  have  been  made  the  means  of  good  to  many ;  and  he 
certainly  was  the  instrument  of  introducing  several  Pres- 
byterian clergymen  into  the  eastern  part  of  the  colony. 
This  man,  whose  name  was  Morris,  having,  about  this 
time,  become  deeply  interested  in  the  salvation  of  his  soul, 
and  having  found  comfort  in  the  doctrine  of  **  Christ  cruci- 
fied," felt  himself  called  on  to  speak  with  his  neighbours 
and  friends,  and  exhort  them  in  conversation  to  devote 
themselves  to  the  service  of  God.  His  attainments,  if  we 
may  judge  from  his  letters,  seem  to  have  been  limited,  and 


•  DaTiet*  State   of  Religion,  p.  t  Ibid.  p.  6. 

to,  note.  ^.  t  Ibid.  p.  9. 
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be  never  undertook  to  preach ;  but  he  read  to  such  of  his 
neighbours  as  would  become  his  auditors  the  few  books 
which  had  been  profitable  to  him.  Among  these,  Luther  on 
Galatians,  and  some  of  John  Bunyan's  works,  held  a  con- 
spicuous place.  His  reading  was  not  without  effect,  as  some 
of  his  hearers  entered  into  his  feelings,  and  manifested  an 
interest  in  things  spiritual,  to  which  they  were  before 
strangers.  It  was  not  long  before  he  added  to  his  little 
library  a  volume  of  sermons  which  Mr.  Whitfield  had 
preached  in  Glasgow,  and  he  forthwith  invited  his  neigh- 
bours to  come  and  hear  them.  Their  perusal  was  so  far 
blessed,  that  several  were  brought  to  serious  reflection, 
which  resulted  in  repentance  towards  God  and  faith  in  the 
Redeemer.  On  every  Lord's  day,  and  sometimes  on  other 
days  of  the  week,  Morris  read  these  sermons  at  his  dwell- 
ing, and  his  neighbours  flocked  to  hear  them.  At  length  it 
was  determined  to  build  a  meeting-honse  for  the  purpose  of 
reading  only.  No  prayers  were  used,  for  none  of  the  little 
flock  felt  competent  to  undertake  the  task  of  praying  ex- 
tempore, and  the  services  of  the  church  were  probably 
associated  in  their  minds  with  the  want  of  piety  so  deplo- 
rably manifested  by  many  of  its  members.  The  fame  of 
Morris  as  a  reader  soon  spread,  and  he  obeyed  invitations 
from  other  parts  of  the  country  at  some  distance  from  his 
dwelling.  But  now  an  obstacle  arose  to  further  proceed- 
ings, which  seems  not  to  have  been  anticipated.  Morris 
and  his  hearers  had  absented  themselves  from  the  worship 
of  the  parish  church,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  as 
they  were  informed ;  and  some  of  them  were  summoned 
to  court  to  answer  for  the  offence.  They  appear,  however, 
on  this  occasion  not  to  have  been  seriously  molested ;  and 
there  is  an  amusing  simplicity  manifested  in  the  ignorance 
of  Morris  and  his  adherents  as  to  the  distinctive  names  of 
the  different  religious  sects  in  Christendom.  They  were 
asked  to  declare  the  denomination  to  which  they  belonged  • 
they  knew  nothing  of  any  dissenters  but  the  Quakers,  and 
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they  were  not  disposed  to  ctass  themselves  with  them ;  at 
length,  (as  Morris  himself  states,)  they  were  fortunately 
relieved  from  their  embarrassment  by  his  recollecting  that 
LfUther  was  a  noted  reformer,  and  that  his  book  had  been 
useful  to  them ;  and  they  declared  themselves  LutheranSi 
without  having  the  slightest  intention  to  encroach  upon  the 
rights  of  another  denomination  by  an  appropriation  of  its 
name. 

This  name  they  retained  ontil  they  were  better  in* 
structed  in  1743  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson,  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  who  had  been  sent  by  the  presbytery  of  New- 
castle to  visit  Pennsylvania,  Virgmia,  and  North  Carolina. 
Under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Robinson,  they  were  taught  to 
conduct  the  public  worship  of  Grod  according  to  the  forms 
used  among  Presbyterians,  and  to  the  reading  of  sermons, 
extempore  prayer  and  singing  were  now  added.  Mn 
Robinson  was  speedily  followed  by  other  clergymen  of  his 
denomination,  and  now  the  attention  of  government  seems 
to  have  been  excited. 

Early  in  1745,  the  governor  in  an  address  to  the  grand 
jury  of  the  general  court,  confined  his  remarks  almost  ex- 
clusively  to  the  introduction  into  the  colony  of  a  system  of 
religious  worship  different  from  that  of  the  establishment ; 
extracts  from  this  address  will  best  exhibit  the  view  taken 
by  the  government 

**I  mutt  on  this  occasion  turn  to  your  thoughts,  and 
recommend  to  your  present  service  another  subject  of  im- 
portance, which,  I  thank  God,  has  been  unusual,  but  I  hope 
will  be  most  efiectual ;  I  mean  the  information  I  have  re- 
ceived of  certain  false  teachers  that  are  lately  crept  into 
this  government;  who,  without  order  or  license,  or  pro- 
ducing any  testimonial  of  their  education  or  sect,  professing 
themselves  ministers,  under  the  pretended  influence  of  new 
light,  extraordinary  impulse,  and  such  like  satirical  and 
enthusiastical  knowledge,  lead  the  innocent  and  ignorant 
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people  into  all  kinds  of  delusion :  and  in  this  frantic  and 
prophane  disguise,  such  is  their  heterodoxy,  that  they  treat 
all  other  modes  of  worship  with  the  utmost  scorn  and  con- 
tempt; and  as  if  they  had  bound  themselves  on  oath  to  do 
many  things  against  the  religion  of  the  blessed  Jesus,  that 
pillar  and  stay  of  the  truth  and  reformed  church,  to  the 
great  dishonour  of  Almighty  God,  and  the  discomfort  of 
serious  Christians,  they  endeavour  to  make  their  followers 
believe  that  salvation  is  not  to  be  obtained  in  their  own 
communion. 

**  As  this  denunciation,  if  I  am  rightly  advised,  in  words 
not  decent  to  repeat,  has  been  by  one  of  them  publicly 
affirmed,  and  shows  what  manner  of  spirit  they  all  of  them 
are  of,  in  a  country  hitherto  remarkable  for  uniformity  in 
worship,  and  where  the  saving  truths  of  the  gospel  are 
constantly  inculcated ;  I  did  promise  myself,  either  that 
their  preaching  would  be  in  vain,  or  that  an  insolence  so 
criminal  would  not  long  be  connived  at 

'*  And,  therefore,  since  the  workers  of  a  deceitful  work, 
blaspheming  our  sacraments,  and  reviling  our  excellent 
liturgy,  are  said  to  draw  disciples  after  them,  and  we 
know  not  whereunto  this  separation  may  grow,  but  may 
easily  foretel  into  what  a  distracted  condition,  by  long  for- 
bearance, this  colony  will  be  reduced,  we  are  called  upon 
by  the  rights  of  society,  (and  what,  I  am  persuaded,  will 
be  with  you  as  prevailing  an  inducement,)  by  the  princi- 
ples of  Christianity,  to  put  an  immediate  stop  to  the  de- 
vices and  intrigues  of  these  associated  schismatics,  who 
having,  no  doubt,  assumed  to  themselves  the  apostacy  of 
our  weak  brethren,  we  may  be  assured  that  there  is  not 
anything  so  absurd  but  what  they  will  assert,  nor  any 
doctrines  or  precepts  so  sacred  but  what  they  will  per- 
vert, and  accommodate  to  their  favourite  theme  railing 
against  our  religious  establishment;  for  which,  in  any 
country,  the  British  dominions  only  excepted,  they  would 
be  very  severely  handled. 
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^  However,  not  meaDing  to  inflame  your  rescDtment,  we 
may  without  breach  of  charity  pronounce,  that  'tis  not 
liberty  of  conscience,  but  freedom  of  speech  they  so  earn- 
estly prosecute ;  and  we  are  rery  sure  that  they  have  no 
manner  of  pretence  to  any  shelter  under  the  acts  of  tolera- 
tion, because,  admitting  they  have  had  regular  ordination, 
they  are  by  those  acts  obliged,  (nor  can  they  be  ignorant 
of  it,)  not  only  to  take  the  oaths,  but,  with  ihe  test,  to  sub- 
scribe, after  a  deliberate  reading  of  them,  some  of  the  arti- 
cles of  our  religion,  before  they  presume  to  officiate.  But 
in  this  indulgent  grant,  though  not  expressed,  a  covenant  is 
intended,  whereby  they  engage  to  preserve  the  character 
of  conscientious  men,  and  not  to  use  their  liberty  for  a  cloak 
of  maliciousness.  So  that  I  say,  allowing  their  ordination, 
yet  as  they  have  not  by  submitting  to  those  essential  points 
qualified  themselves  to  gather  a  congregation;  or  if  they 
had,  in  speaking  all  manner  of  evil  against  us,  have  for- 
feited the  privilege  due  to  such  compliance ;  insomuch  that 
they  are  entirely  without  excuse,  and  their  religious  pro- 
fessions are  very  justly  suspected  to  be  the  result  of  Jesuit- 
ical policy,  which  also  is  an  iniquity  to  be  punished  by  the 
judges.  I  must,  therefore,  as  in  duty  bound  to  God  and 
man,  charge  you  jn  tne  most  solemn  manner,  to  make 
strict  inquiry  after  those  seducers ;  and  if  they,  or  any  of 
them  are  still  in  this  government,  by  presentment  or  in- 
dictment to  report  them  to  the  court,  that  we  who  are  ia 
authority  under  the  defender  of  our  faith,  and  the  appointed 
guardians  to  our  constitution  and  state,  exercising  our 
power,  in  this  respect,  for  the  protection  of  the  people  com- 
mitted to  our  care,  may  show  our  zeal  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  true  religion ;  not  as  the  manner  of  some  is,  by  vio- 
lent oppression,  but  in  putting  to  silence  by  such  method 
as  our  law  directs,  the  calumnies  and  invectives  of  these 
bold  accusers,  and  in  dispelling,  as  we  are  devoutly  dis- 
posed, so  dreadful  and  dangerous  a  combination. 

*i  In  short,  we  should  deviate  from  the  pious  path  we  pro- 
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fess  to  tread  in,  and  should  be  unjust  to  God,  to  our  kingi 
to  our  country,  to  ourselves,  and  to  our  posterity,  not  to 
take  cognizance  of  so  great  a  wickedness,  whereby  the 
grac^  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  turned  into  lascivious- 
ness."* 

It  would  be  injustice  to  the  character  of  Governor  Grooch, 
by  whom  the  foregoing  charge  was  delivered,  to  consider 
it  as  a  mere  exhibition  of  the  spirit  of  bigotry.  Rumours 
had  reached  him  of  intemperate  and  disrespectful  expres- 
sions used  by  the  dissenters,  which,  though  probably  exag- 
gerated, were  yet  not  without  some  foundation  in  truth ; 
for  it  would  have  been  strange,  indeed,  if,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, nothing  had  been  said  against  the  establish- 
ment by  the  discontented.  And  fortunately,  justice  has 
been  done  to  the  memory  of  the  governor  in  this  transac- 
tion, by  one  whose  testimony  will  not  be  suspected.  The 
Rev.  Samuel  Davies,  a  Presbyterian  divine  of  high  and  de- 
served reputation  both  for  talent  and  piety,  was,  as  has  been 
already  stated,  the  most  efficient  agent  in  the  introduction  of 
the  Presbyterian  system  into  Eastern  Virginia.  In  the  sketch 
which  he  has  left  of  the  rise  of  the  Presbyterians  in  that  col- 
ony, and  to  which  we  have  already  referred,  he  thus  speaks 
of  the  governor,  and  by  his  candour,  does  honour  both  to  the 
subject  of  his  remarks  and  to  himself.  **  The  honourable 
Sir  William  Gooch,  our  late  governor,  always  discovered 
a  ready  disposition  to  allow  us  all  claimable  privileges,  and 
the  greatest  aversion  to  persecuting  measures;  but  con- 
sidering the  shocking  reports  spread  abroad  concerning  us 
by  officious  raalignants,  it  was  no  great  wonder  that  the 
council  discovered  considerable  reluctance  to  tolerate  us. 
Had  it  not  been  for  this,  I  persuade  myself  they  would 
have  shown  themselves  the  guardians  of  our  legal  privi- 
leges, as  well  as  generous  patriots  to  their  country,  which 

•  8  Burk,119. 
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18  the  general  character  given  of  them."*    The  charge  of 
his  excellency  seems  to  have  been  not  without  effect. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Roan,  who  had  been  sent  by  the  presby* 
tery  of  Newcastle,  had  indulged  himself  in  speaking  freely 
about  the  degeneracy  of  the  clergy  of  the  establishment ; 
and  one  of  his  hearers,  whom  Morris  terms  **  a  perfidious 
wretch,"  deposed  that  he  heard  Mr.  Roan  utter  blasphe- 
mous expressions  in  his  sermons.  An  indictment  was  found 
against  him,  but  he  retired  from  the  colony.  Some  of  those 
who  had  invited  him  to  preach  at  their  houses  were  fined. 
Mr.  Roan,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  was  not  guilty 
of  blasphemy.  The  very  witnesses  who  had  been  sum- 
moned to  sustain  the  indictment  were  prepared,  on  the 
trial,  to  testify  in  his  favour ;  and  the  creature  at  whose 
instigation,  and  on  whose  testimony,  probably,  the  bill  had 
been  found,  fled  the  country,  and  never  returned. 

The  Presbyterians  of  the  colony  determined,  in  their  dif- 
ficultiesy  to  seek  aid  from  abroad :  accordingly,  in  1745  a 
deputation  from  Virginia  attended  a  synod  in  New- York ; 
and  an  address  was  sent  from  that  body  to  Sir  William 
Gooch.  The  bearers  of  it,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Tennent  and 
Finley  were  received  with  respect  by  the  governor,  and 
he  gave  them  liberty  to  preach.  After  a  short  time  they 
left  the  colony,  and  fines  were  again  inflicted  upon  Presby- 
terians for  not  attending  on  the  services  of  the  establish- 
ment. After  having  been  again  visited  by  Mr.  Whitfield, 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Davies  already  mentioned  was  sent  by  the 
presbytery  in  1747. 

As  this  gentleman  was  more  instrumental  than  any  other 
Presbyterian  divine  in  placing  on  a  secure  foundation  the 
religious  denomination  to  which  he  belonged,  it  becomes 
necessary  to  bestow  upon  him  a  more  enlarged  notice.  At 
the  time  of  Mr.  Davies*  arrival  in  Virginia  and  settlement 
in  the  county  of  Hanover,  according  to  his  own  testimony 

*  J)fttiw'  8Ut«  cf  lUUgion,  dw.,  p.  SI. 
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there  were  not  ten  avowed  dissenters  within  one  hundred 
miles  of  him.*  On  his  arrival,  his  first  care  was  to  secure 
himself  and  his  followers  from  molestation,  by  a  compliance 
with  the  laws  of  the  colony.  The  terms  on  which  dissen- 
ters were  tolerated,  were,  obtaining  a  license  from  some 
judicial  body  for  each  meeting-house,  causing  such  license 
to  be  put  upon  record,  taking  the  usual  oaths  of  fidelity  to 
the  government,  and  subscribing  the  thirty-nine  articles  of 
the  Church  of  England,  whh  certain  enumerated  excep- 
tions. These  exceptions  embraced  the  thirty-fourth,  con- 
cerning *^  traditions  of  the  church,"  the  thirty-fifth,  **  of  the 
homilies,"  the  thirty-sixth,  **  of  the  consecration  of  Ushopff 
and  ministers,"  and  so  much  of  the  twentieth  as  declares 
^  the  church  hath  power  to  decree  rites  and  ceremonies,  and 
authority  in  controversies  of  faith." 

With  these  terms  Mr.  Davies  complied,  and  obtained 
licenses  for  no  less  than  four  meeting-houses,  to  which, 
in  a  short  time,  three  more  were  added ;  and  among  the 
seven,  some  of  which  were  forty  miles  distant  from  each 
other,  he  divided  his  labours.  Of  these  meeting-houses, 
three  were  in  Hanover  county,  one  in  Henrico,  one  in 
Caroline,  one  in  Louisa,  and  one  in  Goochland.  This 
region  of  country,  therefore,  may  justly  be  considered 
as  the  birthplace  of  Presbyterianism  in  Eastern  Yirginia-f 
The  health  of  Mr.  Davies  was  precarious,  but  his  labours 
were  unremitting.  Possessing  talents  of  a  high  order, 
and  gifted  with  no  ordinary  share  of  eloquence,  he 
readily  succeeded  in  obtaining  hearers;  and  many  who 
were  at  first  allured  by  curiosity  or  respect  for  genius, 
returned  to  hear  him  under  the  influence  of  holier  motives. 
In  three  years  his  meeting-houses  presented  the  spectacle 
of  large  and  attentive  congregations,  and  among  them  he 
numbered  three  hundred  communicants.  In  truth,  so  far 
as  natural  qualifications  were  concerned,  he  seems  to  h«vm 

*  3  DoagUM*!  Snomiaiy,  SSO;        f   3  DoaglaM*f  Sammanr,  879> 
D«TiM,p.sl.  SSO ;  DaTiM^ SI, 9S. 
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been  admirably  adapted  to  the  work  on  which  he  entered, 
while  his  piety  was  beyond  all  question ;  and  in  the  retro- 
spect of  so  much  accomplished  in  a  short  time,  under  God, 
by  the  labours  of  a  single  man,  we  are  forcibly  impressed 
with  the  thought  that  too  much  care  cannot  be  manifested 
in  the  selection  of  the  instruments  by  whom  either  the  great 
truths  of  the  Grospel  or  the  peculiarities  of  a  sect  are  to  be 
planted  and  extended.  One  able  and  devoted  missionary 
will  accomplish  more  than  ten  men  of  a  different  stamp. 

Mr.  Davies,  however,  did  not  carry  on  his  work  without 
encountering  opposition.  The  officers  of  the  government, 
who  of  course  adhered  to  the  establishment,  strenuously 
contended  that  his  proceedings  were  illegal,  inasmuch  as 
the  English  ''act  of  toleration**  did  not  extend  to  Vir- 
ginia. This  position  was  denied  by  the  dissenters,  who 
claimed  equal  rights  with  their  brethren  at  home,  and  the 
matter  was  brought  before  the  courts  of  the  colony.  Pey- 
ton Randolph,  afterward  the  first  president  of  congress, 
was  then  attorney-general  of  Virginia,  and  the  point  was 
argued,  on  one  occasion,  by  Mr.  Randolph  on  the  one  side, 
and  by  Mr.  Davies  on  the  other :  it  is  certainly  no  small 
compliment  to  the  latter  gentleman  to  say,  that  he  was  able 
to  ai^ue  such  a  point  at  all  against  such  an  antagonist ;  it 
is  therefore  a  higher  tribute  to  his  abilities  to  add,  that  he 
was  frankly  acknowledged  to  have  sustained  his  cause  with 
great  learning  and  eloquence. 

Upon  the  disputed  point  Mr.  Davies  was  in  the  right ; 
and  when  afterward,  by  appointment  of  Princeton  College, 
he  visited  England  to  solicit  benefactions,  he  obtained  from 
the  attorney-general,  Sir  Dudley  Rider,  a  declaration  that 
the  English  act  of  toleration  was  the  law  of  Virginia.  Forti- 
fied by  this  opinion,  on  his  return,  he  resumed  his  labours  in 
the  colony,  and  continued  them  until  1760,  when  he  was 
appointed  president  of  Princeton  College,  in  which  situation 
he  died  •    Before  leaving  the  character  of  Mr.  Davies,  it 

•  An«i*f  Biogrmphical  Didioiiuy,  p.  830. 
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is  due  to  him  to  remark,  that  though  firm,  he  was  yet  in 
manner  conciliatory:  he  experienced  much  kindness  from 
the  reverend  Dr.  Dawson,  the  commissary,  notwithstanding 
the  marked  difference  of  opinion  between  them ;  and  this 
kindness  was  repaid  by  sincere  respect  and  affection.* 

The  successful  establishment  of  the  Presbyterians,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  sole  cause  of  annoyance  to  the  members 
of  the  church ;  for  about  this  time  was  exhibited  a  fresh 
instance  of  that  aversion  to  popery  which,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, characterized  Virginia  during  her  colonial  existence. 
The  circumstance  which  called  it  forth,  was  the  news  of 
the  landing  in  Scotland  of  the  Pretender,  under  the  ausfnces 
of  France.  This  event  produced  a  strong  sensation  among 
all  classes ;  and  the  expressions  of  loyalty  to  the  reigning 
family,  and  of  attachment  to  the  Church  of  England,  were 
numerous  and  unequivocal.  The  reverend  Dr.  Dawson, 
who  had  succeeded  Dr.  Blair  both  as  president  of  the  col- 
lege and  commissary,  convened  the  clergy,  and  an  address 
from  that  body,  transmitted  to  the  king  through  the  medium 
of  the  Bishop  of  London,  breathed  a  most  loyal  and  anti- 
papistical  spirit ;  while  the  governor  issued  his  proclama- 
tion against  Komish  priests,  who,  it  was  said,  came  as  emis- 
saries from  Maryland,  to  seduce  the  people  from  their 
allegiance. 

And  to  the  successful  enterprise  of  the  Presbyterians, 
and  the  anticipated  inroads  of  the  Papists,  it  would  seem 
that  there  was  added  the  fear  of  other  enemies  of  the 
church ;  for  in  1746  we  find  the  governor  issuing  his  pro- 
clamation and  forbidding,  under  the  severest  penalties,  the 
meeting  of  "  Moravians,  New  Lights,  and  Methodists.^f 
How  numerous  these  obnoxious  dissentients  may  have 
been,  or  how  far  his  excellency  succeeded  in  suppressing 
them,  we  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining ;  the  proba- 

*  For  a  fketch  of  tht  riae  of  Fret-  differ  in  tome  slight  particulBn  irom 

byterianinn  in  Yir^nia,  the  reader  the  sketch  here  presented ;   I  ha?« 

may  consalt  The  Literaiy  and  Evan-  followed  DaTies. 
ffelical  Magazine,  roL  8,  and  Miller's        f  8  Bork,  1S4^  6,  6. 
Life  of  I>r.  Rogers,  ch.  S.    These 
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bility  18,  however,  that  after  an  entrance  was  once  efiected, 
and  a  lodgment  secured  within  the  colony  by  the  opponents 
of  the  church,  they  increased  in  strength  notwithstanding 
the  resistance  of  those  in  authority :  certain  it  is,  that  from 
this  period  onward  through  a  succession  of  many  ycarSy 
the  course  of  the  church  was  not  free  from  lets  and  hin- 
derances ;  and  we  may  here  most  properly,  it  is  thought, 
fix  the  commencement  of  a  struggle  which  was  terminated 
by  her  almost  entire  overthrow. 

It  is  a  coincidence  singular  enough  to  attract  attention, 
that  the  part  of  our  narrative  which  records  the  efforts 
of  a  layman  to  introduce  the  Presbyterian  system  into  the 
eastern  part  of  the  colony,  should  also  bring  into  view  that 
period  of  time  which  witnessed  the  zealous  labours  of  an- 
other layman  to  establish  Episcopal  services  in  the  western 
part  of  Virginia.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  east 
dissenters  were  rare  ;  while  in  the  west,  as  we  have  seen, 
but  few  of  the  inhabitants  belonged  to  the  establishment : 
they  were,  for  the  most  part,  Presbyterian  emigrants  from 
Ireland  originally, and  last  from  Pennsylvania.  The  name 
of  one  layman  is  identified  with  theriseofPresbyterianism 
on  one  side  of  the  mountains ;  the  simultaneous  commence- 
ment of  the  Episcopal  church  on  the  other  side,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  biography  of  another. 

Morgan  Morgan  was  a  native  of  Wales,  whence  he  emi- 
grated in  early  life  to  the  province  of  Pennsylvania.  In 
the  year  1726  he  removed  to  what  is  now  the  county  of 
Berkeley  in  Virginia,  and  built  the  first  cabin  which  was 
reared  on  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac,  between  the  Blue 
Ridge  and  the  North  Mountain.  He  was  a  man  of  ex- 
emplary piety,  devoted  to  the  church;  and,  in  the  year 
1740,  associated  with  Dr.  John  Briscoe  and  Mr.  Hite,  he 
erected  the  first  Episcopal  church  in  the  valley  of  Virginia. 
This  memorial  of  his  zeal,  it  is  believed,  is  still  standing,  and 
now  forms  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Winchester  which  is 
known  as  ^  Mill  Creek  Church."     But  he  has  left  behind 


112  PROTESTAJfT  BPIBCOPAL  CHURCH  [1746. 

him  other  and  more  valuable  records  of  his  quiet  and  use- 
ful life.  **  He  went  about  doing  good,**  and  was  most  fre- 
quently to  be  found  by  the  bedsides  of  the  sick  and  the 
dying.  With  no  mad  zeal,  assuming  to  itself  infallibility 
and  superior  holiness,  but  wilh  the  soberness  of  a  sound 
mind  and  the  earnestness  of  a  pious  heart,  he  sought  to  im- 
press upon  others  the  value  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ ;  in  this 
good  work  he  forgot  not  his  own  household,  but  laboured 
to  train  up  his  children  **  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord/'  The  fruit  of  his  labour  was  abundantly  visible 
in  the  piety  of  a  son  who  bore  his  own  name ;  and  who,  in 
the  destitution  of  Episcopal  clergymen  in  western  Virginia, 
officiated  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  as  a  lay  reader  in  the 
church  which  his  father  had  erected.  The  father  lived  on, 
a  pattern  of  piety,  enjoying  at  times,  under  the  ministra- 
tions of  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  the  solemn  services  and 
comfortable  sacraments  of  that  church  which  had  his  heart's 
best  affections,  until,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight, 
he  died  under  the  roof  of  that  son,  whose  piety  and  filial  ten- 
derness smoothed  his  passage  to  the  grave. 

But  clergymen  were  not  always  to  be  had,  and  Morgan 
Morgan  had  been  taught  by  his  father  that  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God  was  not  to  be  neglected  on  that  account.  He 
officiated  himself,  but  never  was  known  to  assume  the  dig- 
nity nor  exercise  the  duties  which  belong  peculiarly  to  the 
ministry :  he  confined  himself  strictly  to  that  which  a  lay- 
man might  lawfully  do.  In  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  the 
wants  of  the  church  were  greatly  increased  from  the  dis- 
tracted state  of  the  country ;  and  he,  like  Morris,  was 
often  called  from  home  to  perform  in  vacant  churches 
those  religious  duties  which  were  proper  for  a  layman. 
Like  Morris,  too,  he  obeyed  the  call ;  and  as  his  circum- 
stances were  easy,  he  determined,  in  the  urgency  of  the 
case,  to  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the  work  of  keeping 
alive  and  quickening  piety  in  the  church  of  his  fathers ; 
and  thus  did  he  exhibit  *'  the  singular  spectacle  of  a  lay- 
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man,  in  his  appropriate  station,  and  with  due  regard  to  all 
the  peculiarities  and  regulations  of  the  church,  seeking  to 
keep  up  her  institutions  under  circumstances  of  peculiar 
discouragement"  The  history  of  his  success  is  thus  re- 
lated by  the  writer  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  our 
sketch  ;  and  it  certainly  afTords  abundant  encouragement 
to  the  zeal  and  efforts  of  the  pious  layman  who  may  be 
engaged  in  building  up  the  church.  **  While  the  church  to 
which  he  belonged  shall  have  existence  in  the  valley  of 
Virginia,  his  pious  labours  must,  and  will  be  remembered 
with  gratitude.  In  a  dark  day,  when  desolation  and  death 
seemed  brooding  over  her  interests,  he  commenced  a  career 
of  active  exertion,  which  was  hoping  almost  against  hope; 
and  by  efforts  of  the  most  disinterested  nature,  revived  the 
attachment  of  her  friends,  and  kept  her  from  descending  to 
the  dust.  Though  encumbered  with  the  weight  of  years, 
and  though  but  a  layman,  thus  precluded  from  some  of  the 
most  interesting  exercises,  yet  his  labours  were  abundantly 
blessed  by  God,  and  the  spirit  of  piety  was  kept  alive. 
Through  the  counties  of  Jefferson,  Berkeley,  and  part  of 
Frederick,  Hampshire,  and  a  small  portion  of  Maryland, 
he  exercised  the  duties  of  a  lay  reader.  He  was  a  wel- 
come visitant  everywhere,  and  was  beloved  by  rich  and 
poor ;  and,  what  does  not  always  happen  when  the  ser- 
vices of  the  church  are  kept  up  by  a  layman,  he  had  large 
and  attentive  audiences.  The  character  of  the  man  was 
his  passport  to  respect  and  attention,  and  his  love  for  the 
church  of  his  fathers  stimulated  the  love  of  others.  It  is 
firmly  believed  that  the  fruits  of  his  labours  will  be  long 
traced  in  the  valley  of  Virginia."* 

His  bones  are  now  resting  in  the  churchyard  of  ^  Mill 
Creek  Church ;"  and  though  his  name  on  earth  was  but 
little  known  out  of  the  immediate  sphere  of  his  usefulness, 
yet,  doubtless,  '*  he  shall  be  better  known  at  the  resurrec* 
tion  of  the  just." 

*  See  Episcopal  Recorder,  toI.  L  No.  6. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 
1748-1771. 

Lawsuit,  Legislation  fixing  Clergyman's  right  to  Glebes— State  of  tlie 
Clergy — Substitution  of  Money  for  Tobacco  in  paying  Clergy — Difficul- 
ties thence  arising — Injustice  to  Clergy — Appearance  of  Baptists — ^Their 
bitter  Enmity — Great  Question  of  the  legality  of  paying  the  Clergy  in 
Money — Suit  to  settle  it — Mr.  Henry,  his  first  Appearance — Question 
settled  against  the  Clergy — Efibrts  in  Virginia  to  obtain  the  Episcopate 
— Opposed  by  some  of  the  Clergy — Their  Conduct  approved  by  the 
Legislattue. 

Allusion  has  already  oeeii  made  oq  a  previous  page  of 
this  narrative,  to  the  uncertain  tenure  by  which  the  clergy 
held  their  livings ;  and  the  year  on  which  we  are  now  en- 
tering afforded  a  striking  practical  illustration  of  the  evils 
resulting  from  the  existing  system.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  under  the  act  of  1727,  ^*  every  minister^  received  into 
any  parish  by  Vie  ve^^ry/' was  entitled  to  demand  the  salary 
fixed  by  law  of  sixteen  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco.  After 
the  passage  of  this  law,  the  usual  mode  of  proceeding  to 
supply  a  vacant  parish  was,  as  has  been  stated,  to  receive 
some  clergyman  recommended  by  the  governor  and  commis- 
sary, and  under  such  reception  the  clergyman  claimed  the 
profits  of  the  parish. 

It  seems  that  by  direction  of  the  vestry  of  Lunenburg 
parish  in  Richmond  county,  an  individual  entered  upon  the 
glebe  lands  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  incumbent,  the 
reverend  Mr.  Kay.  Mr.  Kay  brought  an  action  of  tres- 
pass against  the  intruder,  and  m  1748  the  suit  came  before 
the  general  court  for  judgment,  upon  the  single  point  whe- 
ther the  bare  reception  of  a  minister  by  the  vestry,  under 
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the  act  of  1727,  there  having  been  no  formal  induction  in 
the  case,  would  enable  the  minister  to  maintain  an  action 
of  trespass  against  one  who  entered  on  the  glebe  lands  by 
order  of  the  vestry.  Judgment  was  finally  rendered  for 
Mr.  Kay  on  this  point,  but  it  was  by  a  divided  court ;  and 
as  the  matter  created  much  unpleasant  excitement  through- 
out the  colony,  the  assembly,  then  in  session,  to  prevent  a 
prejudice  against  religion  by  the  recurrence  of  a  similar 
difficulty,  enacted,  that  "every  minister  received  into  a  par- 
ish is  entitled  to  all  the  spiritual  and  temporal  benefits  of 
it,  and  may  maintain  an  action  of  trespass  against  any  per- 
son or  persons  who  shall  disturb  him  in  the  possession  and 
enjoyment  thereof."* 

This,  it  is  believed,  is  the  first  act  of  legislation  which 
secured  the  clergyman  against  the  exercise  of  that  caprice 
in  a  vestry  which  might,  by  petty  annoyance,  lead  to  a 
removal  from  his  charge ;  but  it  certainly  was  not  intended 
to  prevent  the  removal  of  an  unworthy  incumbent,  against 
whom  a  direct  accusation  of  improper  conduct  could  be 
preferred  ;  nor  should  it  have  had  in  its  operation  the  eflfect 
of  giving  impunity  to  the  wicked  and  the  worthless.  It 
was  therefore  a  wholesome  enactment,  and  it  is  only  to  be 
lamented  that  it  was  not  of  earlier  date ;  had  it  been,  the 
church  in  Virginia  would  probably  have  enrolled  in  its 
ministry  more  men  worthy  of  the  sacred  office ;  but  as  it 
was,  it  came  too  late  to  remedy  an  evil  which  for  years 
had  been  operating  to  prevent  the  best  men  from  seeking 
clerical  employment  in  the  colony.  If  the  authority  of  a 
contemporary  who  laboured  long  and  faithfully  in  Virginia 
may  be  relied  on,  much  the  larger  part  of  the  clergy  were 
at  this  time  deficient  in  the  great  duty  of  placing  distinctly 
before  the  people  the  fundamental  truths  of  the  Gospel. 
Most  of  them  might,  indeed,  have  led  lives  externally 
decent,  at  any  rate  they  are  not  charged  with  any  flagrant 

*  Bland*!  liCtter  to  the  Clergy  of  Virginia. 
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violations  of  propriety  in  their  outward  deportment ;  but 
nothing  was  more  common,  as  we  gather  from  the  writer 
to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  *these  facts,  than  to  be  con- 
fronted, when  he  enjoined  a  duty  or  condemned  a  sin,  with 
the  inquiry,  ^  Why  did  not  other  ministers  tell  us  so?  were 
they  not  as  wise  as  you  ?"  Nay,  from  some  of  the  clergy 
themselves  he  was  compelled  to  endure  opposition  and  re- 
proach; and  opprobrious  epithets,  calculated  to  alarm  pre- 
judice or  provoke  ridicule,  were  freely  resorted  to,  to  de- 
stroy or  diminish  the  effects  of  his  ministry.* 

With  such  priests,  it  is  easy  to  believe  what  is  recorded 
of  the  people.  **  The  Sabbath  day  was  usually  spent  by 
them  in  sporting,^^  and  no  question  seems  to  have  been 
made  whether  the  practice  was  right  or  wrong.  And  with 
such  a  people,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  errors  and  vices 
of  their  teachers  formed  the  subject  of  very  serious  com- 
plaints, or  that  direct  efforts  were  made  often  to  displace 
an  unworthy  clergyman.  The  act,  therefore,  which  has 
just  been  recited,  it  may  well  be  supposed,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, served  as  much  to  impart  confidence  to  wick- 
edness, as  to  afford  security  to  virtue.  No  wonder  is  it 
that  the  church  languished,  while  dissenters  acquired 
strength  at  her  expense.  She  was  not  true  to  herself. 
The  devout  use  of  her  formularies,  the  faithful  preaching 
of  her  doctrines,  the  consistent  piety  of  her  clergy,  would 
have  presented  more  effectual  checks  to  the  growth  of  dis- 
sent than  any  exertion  of  civil  authority ;  these,  under  God, 
are  at  all  times  her  best  bulwarks,  for  these  remove  all 
grounds  of  reasonable  complaint;  and  the  absence  of  these 
can  never  be  supplied  by  the  mere  support  of  the  arm  of 
civil  power. 

In  the  year  1755,  a  petition  was  preferred  to  the  legisla- 
ture by  the  clergy  themselves,  which  furnishes  evidence 


*  The  Life  of  the  Rev.  Devereuz  t  Ibid,  28. 

Jarrat,  28, 85. 
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that  the  picture  here  presented  of  that  body  is  not  exag- 
gerated. The  petitioasets  forth  **  that  the  salary  appointed 
by  law  for  the  clergy  is  so  scanty,  that  it  is  with  difficulty 
they  support  themselves  and  families,  and  can  by  no  means 
make  any  provision  for  their  widows  and  children,  who 
are  generally  left  to  the  charity  of  their  friends ;  that  the 
small  encouragement  given  to  clergymen  is  a  reason  why 
so  few  come  into  this  colony  from  the  two  universities ; 
and  that  so  many  who  are  a  disgrace  to  the  ministry  find 
opportunities  to  fill  the  parishes ;  and  that  the  raising  of  the 
salary  would  prove  of  great  service  to  the  colony,"  and 
the  petitioners  prayed  accordingly  that  their  salaries  might 
be  increased.  The  petition  was  not  granted  by  the  House 
of  Burgesses ;  but  it  is  due  to  that  body  to  state,  that  the 
country  was  then  engaged  in  an  expensive  war  with  the 
French,  which  called  for  an  unusual  taxation  of  the  peo- 
ple.* The  representations  here  made  of  the  character  of 
many  of  the  clergy  arc  sustained  by  other  statements  con- 
cerning them  which  have  come  down  to  us.  In  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Rundle,  bishop  of  Derry,  written  in  1740,  he 
speaks  of  three  ministers  whom  he  had  discarded  from  his 
diocess,  and  to  whom  he  had  refused  certificates,  and  yet, 
he  adds,  they  '*  have  obtained  good  livings  in  America." 

The  year  1757  was  one  of  unparalleled  distress  in  the 
colony :  the  war  just  alluded  to  had  not  terminated ;  and  to 
increase  the  privations  consequent  upon  a  state  of  hostility, 
there  was  a  failure  in  the  great  staple  of  the  country. 
There  was  not  a  sufficiency  of  tobacco  made  in  the  whole 
colony  to  have  afforded  to  every  man  who  was  tithable 
two  hundred  pounds,  out  of  which  to  pay  his  taxes.  So 
great  was  the  scarcity,  that  the  assembly  was  obliged  to 
issue  money  from  the  public  funds  to  save  the  population 
from  starving.  In  this  emergency,  the  legislature  enacted, 
that  inasmuch  as  payment  in  tobacco  was  impossible,  the 

*  Bland*8  Letter  to  Virginia  Clergy. 
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clergy  should  receive  '*  a  price  for  their  salaries,  equal  to 
crop  tobacco  at  eighteen  shillings  per  hundred  weight,** 
which  gave  to  them  for  that  year  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  pounds,  a  salary  larger  than  they  had  ever  received 
before.*  There,  probably,  was  tobacco  enough  to  have 
paid  the  clergy  alone,  and  the  scarcity  in  the  commodity 
had  of  course  so  much  enhanced  its  value  at  the  time,  that 
had  payment  been  made  in  the  article  itself,  its  sale  would 
have  yielded  to  its  owners  very  large  returns.  Whether 
this  consideration  operated  on  the  minds  of  the  clergy  to 
produce  discontent  is  unknown  ;  certain  it  is,  however,  that 
the  law  occasioned  much  murmuring,  and  the  clergy  con- 
tended that  it  was  a  violation  of  their  rights  to  compel 
them  to  yield  to  this  plan  of  substitution.  A  portion  of 
them  was  not  content  patiently  to  submit;  accordingly 
they  met  in  convention  at  the  college,  and  instructed  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Camm  (who  was  then  the  commissary)  to  make  a 
representation  on  the  subject  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  or 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade.  It  is  probable  that  their  complaint 
was  made  to  their  diocesan,  as  there  is  extant  a  letter  from 
that  prelate  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  which  he  inveighs 
against  this  law  as  being  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the 

clergy.f 

On  the  contested  point,  it  will  probably,  at  this  day,  be 
conceded  that  the  clergy  were  in  the  right ;  and  as  the 
matter  in  its  consequences  was  one  of  much  moment  to  the 
church,  it  demands  attention.  The  act  of  1757  was  not 
the  first  law  which  had  compelled  the  clergy  to  receive 
money  in  lieu  of  tobacco.  In  J  755,  the  crop  having  failed, 
the  legislature  passed  "  an  act  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  to  discharge  their  tobacco  debts  in  money  for 
the  present  year :"  by  this  act,  payments  to  be  made  in 
tobacco  might  be  satisfied  in  money,  at  the  rate  of  sixteen 
shillings  and  eight  pence  per  hundred  weight,  at  the  option 

"  Bland's  LeUer  to  Virginia  Clergy.  f  Ibid. 
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of  the  debtor.  The  act  was  to  continue  in  force  ten  months, 
and  no  longer,  and  did  not  contain  tlie  usual  clause  of  sus- 
pension, until  it  should  receive  the  royal  assent  The  clear 
necessity  for  the  act,  and  its  being  made  to  extend  to  all 
other  tobacco  creditors  as  well  as  ministers,  probably  satis- 
fied the  clergy;  at  any  rate  they  made  no  objection,  and 
bore  the  loss  without  a  murmur.  The  rich  planters,  who 
had  tobacco  to  sell,  received  for  it  fifty  or  sixty  shillings 
per  hundred  weight,  while  they  paid  oflf  their  debts  due  in 
the  commodity  at  sixteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  so  that 
the  law  proved  to  them  a  source  of  great  profit.  Remem- 
bering the  efiect  of  this  law  upon  their  interests,  in  the 
year  1757,*  upon  a  surmise  that  the  crop  would  be  de- 
ficient, the  act  of  1755  was  re-enacted.  The  crop  did  fail, 
and  tobacco  was  again  worth  fifty  shillings.  The  clergy 
felt  the  hardship  thus  repeated,  and  were  disposed  to  re- 
sist. The  act  was  attacked  by  a  publication  on  the  part 
of  Commissary  Camm,  and  this  led  to  a  war  of  pamphlets 
between  the  commissary  on  the  one  side,  and  Colonels 
Bland  and  Carter  on  the  other.  The  people,  who  at  first 
merely  laughed,  soon  became  excited  by  a  sense  of  in- 
terest, and  so  strongly  did  the  popular  current  set  against 
the  clergy,  that  the  printers  of  the  colony  shut  their  presses 
against  them,  and  Mr.  Camm  at  last  resorted  to  Mary- 
land for  publication.f 

This  was  an  unfortunate  contest  for  the  church  and  the 
clergy.  In  every  conflict  of  the  kind,  the  merits  of  the 
question,  originally  involved  in  the  dispute,  are  apt  to  be 
lost  sight  of;  and  in  the  ardour  of  controversy,  it  is  not 
unusual  for  men  to  transfer  their  <k)ndemnation  from 
opinions,  to  those  who  avow  them ;  and  such  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe  was  the  course  pursued  in  this  instance. 
While  among  the  clergy  there  were  some  who  were  above 
just  suspicion  or  reproach,  it  must  be  owned  that  as  a  body 

♦  Mr.  Wirt  fixei  it  in  1768.    Life        t  Wirt'i  Life  of  Patrick  Henry, 
of  Patriek  Henry,  80.  .89,  40. 
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they  were  anything  but  invulnerable ;  and  the  opportunity 
for  censure  aiTorded  by  their  conduct  was  too  inviting  to 
be  overlooked  by  their  antagonists.  The  leading  laymen 
looked  around,  and  saw  almost  every  parish  supplied  with 
an  incumbent  of  some  sort,  while  the  state  of  religion  was, 
in  their  view,  far  from  flourishing ;  they  did  not  hesitate  to 
impute  this  condition  of  things  to  the  clergy  themselves, 
and  the  people  at  large  were  ready  enough  to  lend  a  will- 
ing ear  to  the  charge.*'  It  was  not  that  there  was  any 
partiality  for  the  dissenters,  for  the  general  sentiment 
was  against  them  ;t  but  there  was  growing  up  in  men's 
minds  a  gradual  alienation  from  the  church,  because  it  was 
identified  with  those  who  were  suspected  of  being  more 
anxious  to  enrich  themselves  than  to  benefit  the  souls  of 
others,  and  men  began  to  admit  the  suspicion  that  the  es- 
tablishment was  proving  a  burden  instead  of  a  blessing. 

Doubtless,  injustice  was  done,  in  this  process,  to  many  a 
worthy  man,  who  was  made  to  suffer  by  the  indiscriminate 
censure  which  visited  his  order,  while  he  probably  would 
have  been  as  prompt  as  any  one  In  removing  those  who  had 
subjected  both  the  church  and  himself  to  undeserved  re- 
proach. This  unfortunate  dispute  is  recorded  because  it 
was  one  of  the  links  in  a  chain  of  causes  which  was  oper- 
ating silently  but  surely  for  the  prostration  of  the  church : 
everything  which  provoked  hostility  and  awakened  preju- 
dice, of  course  prepared  men's  minds  for  the  final  blow 
struck  in  the  stormy  times  of  that  revolution,  to  which  the 
country  was  even  then  approaching  with  unsuspected  but 
certain  step. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  this  growing  spirit  of  disafiection 
towards  the  church  that  a  new  and,  as  events  proved,  a 
most  inveterate  enemy  appeared.  About  the  year  1765, 
and  while  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robinson  was  commissary,  the 
Baptists  first  made  their  appearance  in  Amelia  and  some 

•  life  of  Jamt,  79, 88,  86,  102.  t  Jarrat't  Life,  59. 
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of  the  adjacent  counties,  and  by  insisting  on  the  peculiar 
tenets  of  their  sect,  they  began  to  shake  the  faith  of  many 
who  belonged  to  the  church.*  It  must  not,  however,  be 
supposed  that,  previous  to  this  time,  none  of  this  sect  had 
been  seen  in  Virginia.  The  first  who  came  were  emi- 
grants from  England  as  early  as  the  year  1714 ;  others 
also  came  from  Maryland  in  the  year  1748  :t  but  their  in- 
crease was  but  small  for  a  long  time  after  their  introduc- 
tion. There  was  a  bitterness  in  the  hatred  of  this  denomi- 
nation towards  the  establishment,  which  far  surpassed  that 
of  all  other  religious  communities  in  the  colony;  and  it 
was  always  prompt  (as  the  future  pages  of  our  work 
will  show)  to  avail  itself  of  every  prejudice  which  religious 
or  political  zeal  could  excite  against  the  church.  Their 
first  preachers  came  from  the  North,  and  some  few  arose 
in  the  South:  all  met  with  opposition  from  those  in 
power.  **  The  ministers  (says  Leiand)  were  imprisoned, 
and  the  disciples  bufTeted."  This  is  but  too  true.  No 
dissenters  in  Virginia  experienced  for  a  time  harsher  treat- 
ment than  did  the  Baptists.  They  were  beaten  and  im- 
prisoned ;  and  cruelty  taxed  its  ingenuity  to  devise  new 
modes  of  punishment  and  annoyance.  The  usual  conse- 
quences followed ;  persecution  made  friends  for  its  vic- 
tims ;  and  the  men  who  were  not  permitted  to  speak  in 
public,  found  willing  auditors  in  the  sympathizing  crowds 
who  gathered  around  the  prisons  to  hear  them  preach  from 
the  grated  windows.^  It  is  not  improbable  that  this  very 
opposition  imparted  strength  in  another  mode,  inasmuch 
as  it  at  least  furnished  the  Baptists  with  a  common  ground 
on  which  to  make  resistance ;  and  such  common  ground 
was  in  a  great  degree  wanting  in  their  creed ;  for  not  to 
speak  of  their  great  division  into  Regulars  and  Separates,§ 

♦  The  Virginia  Baptiit  Chronicle,        f  Semple'e    Hittory  of  Virginia 
by  John  Inland.     (This  work  I  law    Baptitls,  pp.  1,  344. 
inMS.,  among  the  papers  of  the  late        t  Semple's   History   of  Virginia 
E.  Haxxard,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia.)       Baptists,  pages  16,  1 7,  22,  207, 427. 

$  Seaiple*s  History,  potmi. 


1S3  PROTBSTART  BFUOOPAL  CHUSCH  [1T6S. 

some  **held  to  predestination,  others  to  universal  provimon; 
some  adhered  to  a  confession  of  faith,  others  would  have 
none  but  the  Bible ;  some  practised  laying  on  of  hands^ 
others  did  not  ;"*  and,  in  fact,  the  only  particular  in  which 
there  seems  to  have  been  unanimity,  was  in  the  favourite 
exclusive  opinion  of  the  sect,  that  none  but  adult  believers 
are  fit  subjects  of  baptism,  and  that  immersion  is  the  only 
efiectual  or  authorized  mode  of  administering  that  sacra* 
ment 

It  is  obvious  that  no  time  could  have  been  more  inau- 
spicious than  this,  for  calling  public  attention  to  the  contro- 
versy with  the  laity  on  the  subject  of  substituted  payments 
in  money,  in  lieu  of  tobacco.  And  yet  it  was  not  possible 
for  the  clergy,  without  an  entire  surrender  of  their  rights, 
to  let  the  matter  rest  It  has  been  seen  that  through  their 
commissary  the  subject  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Bishop  of  London  and  the  Lords  of  Trade,  and  finally  it 
came  before  the  king  and  council.  The  act  of  1757  was 
denounced  by  his  majesty  as  a  usurpation,  and  he  declared 
it  utterly  null  and  void.  Sustained  by  tliis  declaration,  the 
clergy  resolved  not  to  yield,  but  to  bring  the  question  up 
for  a  judicial  decision.  Accordingly,  suits  were  com* 
meuced,  in  several  of  the  counties,  by  the  clergy  to  recover 
their  stipends  in  tobacco.  As  the  decision  in  one  cause 
would  settle  the  principle  in  all,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
bring  all  to  trial ;  and  to  test  the  success  of  the  experiment, 
it  was  resolved  to  try  the  action  brought  by  the  reverend 
Mr.  Maury  in  the  county  of  Hanover. 

The  case,  as  presented  to  the  court,  was  briefly  this : 
the  plaintiffs  declaration  was  founded  on  the  law  of  1748, 
which  gave  specifically  sixteen  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco. 
To  this,  the  defendant  pleaded  specially  the  act  of  1757, 
which  allowed  payment  to  be  made  in  money,  at  the  rate 
of  sixteen  shillings  and  eight  pence  per  hundred  weight. 

•  LelMid. 
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To  this  plea  the  plaintiflf  demurred  on  two  grounds :  first, 
that  the  act  of  1758  had  never  received  the  royal  assent 
and  was  therefore  not  law;  and  secondly,  that  the  king, 
in  council,  had  declared  that  act  to  be  null  and  void.  In 
1763  the  case  came  on  for  argument  upon  the  demurrer. 
The  court  sustained  the  demurrer;  thereby  deciding  that 
the  plea  of  the  defendant  was  no  good  defence,  and,  of 
course,  that  the  act  of  1748,  under  which  the  clergy  claimed 
the  specific  tobacco,  was  unrepealed.  This  was,  in  eflect, 
a  decision  of  the  cause  for  the  clergy ;  but,  before  a  final 
judgment,  certain  other  steps  were  necessary.  It  having 
been  settled  that  the  defence  made  was  not  a  good  one,  if 
the  defendant  had  none  better  to  ofier,  it  only  remained  to 
inquire  by  a  jury  the  amount  of  damages  which  the  plaintiff 
had  sustained,  and  to  render  a  final  judgment  on  their  find- 
ing. The  defendants  had  not  pleaded  over  after  the  judg- 
ment on  the  demurrer,  and  the  case  stood  upon  a  writ  of 
inquiry  of  damages;  and  nothing  was  more  reasonable 
than  the  expectation  of  the  clergy  that  the  jury  would  at 
once  render  a  verdict  for  their  claim  under  the  act  of  1748. 
In  fact,  the  counsel  originally  employed  by  the  defendant 
looked  upon  this  result  as  inevitable,  candidly  said  so  to  his 
client,  and  retired  from  the  cause.  And  such,  probably, 
would  have  been  the  result,  but  for  the  celebrated  Patrick 
Henry.  He  had  been  employed  upon  the  withdrawal  of 
the  former  counsel ;  and  as  the  very  loose  practice  of  the 
county  courU  of  that  day  permitted  great  latitude  of  remark 
in  advocates,  when  he  came  before  the  jury,  instead  of  en- 
tering upon  a  calm  investigation  of  the  amount  of  damages 
actually  sustained,  he  skilfully  played  upon  the  passions  of 
his  hearers,  aroused  their  prejudices,  and  poured  forth  tor- 
rents of  eloquence  upon  the  decision  of  the  king  in  council, 
as  indicating  a  wanton  disregard  of  the  true  interests  of  a 
suffering  people,  and  a  heartless  contempt  of  their  necessi- 
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ties.*  It  is  very  certain  that  all  this  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question  before  the  jury ;  but  they  readily  imbibed  sen- 
timents so  much  in  accordance  with  their  interests*  and  so 
agreeable  to  their  prejudices  against  the  clergy ;  and^carried 
away  by  an  eloquence  as  extraordinary  as  it  was  unex- 
pected, (for  it  was  Mr.  Henry's  first  cause  in  any  court,)  they 
yielded  to  their  feelings,  and  returned  a  verdict  of  one 
penny  damages.  The  court,  influenced  as  much  as  the 
jury  by  the  fascinating  powers  of  the  advocate,  unani- 
mously refused  to  grant  a  new  trial ;  and  this  refusal  was 
received  with  a  shout  of  acclamation  by  the  crowd  both 
within  and  without  the  house.  The  people,  in  fact,  looked 
upon  it  as  their  cause ;  the  triumph  of  Mr.  Henry  was  their 
triumph :  and  a  striking  picture  of  the  spirit  of  the  populace 
in  this  matter  is  afibrded  in  the  fact,  that  as  soon  as  the  de- 
cision was  made,  the  people,  in  spite  of  all  efibrts  made  by 
the  oflicers  to  preserve  order  in  the  court,  seized  Mr.  Henry 
at  the  bar,  bore  him  out  of  the  courthouse,  and  raising  him 
on  their  shoulders,  carried  him,  in  a  sort  of  triumphal  pro- 
cession, about  the  courtyard.     It  was,  indeed,  a  sponta- 

*  A  picture  of  the  scene  here  described,  together  with  a  sketch  of  thb 
remarkable  speech,  has  been  preserved  by  one  who  witnessed  its  effect  with 
the  deepest  interest,  even  by  Mr.  Maury  himself.  The  report  of  Mr. 
Maury  does  not  fully  sustain  the  glowing  description  given  by  the  biogra- 
pher of  Mr.  Henry ;  but,  with  a  degree  of  candour  most  honourable  to 
Mr.  Maury,  it  does  show  that  the  advocate  possessed  extraordinary  powers 
of  eloquence.  It  was  in  the  course  of  this  speech,  says  Mr.  Manry, 
that,  when  Mr.  Henry  declared  that  a  king  who  annulled  and  dis- 
allowed laws  of  a  salutary  nature,  instead  of  being  the  father,  degenerated 
into  the  tyrant  of  his  people,  that  the  opposing  advocate  cried  oat,  **  He  has 
spoken  treason."  The  bench,  however,  did  not  think  so,  and  Mr.  Henry 
proceeded  without  interruption  in  the  delivery  of  as  bold  a  philippic  as  ever 
subject  uttered  against  his  sovereign.  Calling  to  mind  the  relation  in 
which  Virginia  then  stood  to  the  crown  of  England,  it  must  be  confessed 
that  the  speech  contained  much  more  treason  than  logic :  it  was  an  appeal 
to  men*s  passions,  not  to  their  understandings,  and  was  managed  with  con- 
sommate  address. — MS.  letter  from  Mr.  Mauxy  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Camm, 
fomishsd  to  t^  aathor  by  Jamas  Maury,  Esq. 
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Deous  though  undignified  tribute  to  the  extraordinary  pow- 
ers of  a  very  extraordinary  man ;  but  it  was  also  the 
triumph  of  wrong  over  right 

The  news  of  the  defeat  of  the  clergy,  connected  as  it 
was  with  the  unlooked-for  display  of  Mr.  Henry's  elo- 
quence, spread  with  rapidity  through  the  colony ;  and  so 
decided  was  public  sentiment,  that  the  clergy,  hopeless  of 
success,  never  brought  any  of  the  other  cases  to  trial ;  they 
were  all  dismissed  by  the  plaintiffs.  In  Mr.  Maury's  case 
no  appeal  was  taken ;  and  Mr.  Camm  assigns  as  the  reason 
for  this,  that  the  legislature  voted  money  to  support  the 
defendants  in  the  appeal,  and  the  clergy  were  too  poor  to 
contend  against  the  wealth  of  the  public  treasury.  It  is 
not  known  with  certainty  that  the  assembly  made  provision 
to  sustain  the  defendants  in  this  particular  case ;  though 
the  journals  show,  in  1767,  an  engagement  to  defend  all 
suits  brought  by  the  clergy  for  their  salaries,  payable  on 
or  before  the  last  day  of  May,  1759.* 

With  all  the  prejudices  which  resulted  from  the  transac- 
tions just  related,  operating  against  the  church,  no  time 
could  have  been  more  inauspicious  for  agitating  another 
question,  to  the  history  of  which  the  course  of  events  has 
DOW  brought  us.  For  many  years,  applications  had  been 
repeatedly  made  by  members  of  the  church  in  this  country 
for  a  resident  bishop.  In  the  first  instance,  these  applica- 
tions issued  alike  from  laity  and  clergy  ;  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumstances, fully  recorded  in  a  future  volume  of  this  work, 
bad  conspired  to  defeat  the  success  of  the  applications,  and 
sometimes  when  they  seemed  to  be  on  the  eve  of  accom- 
plishment 

Notwithstanding  all  disheartening  events,  they  were, 
however,  still  continued,  and  principally  by  the  clergy  of 
some  of  the  northern  colonies.  New- York  and  New- Jer- 
sey, with  the  occasional  aid  of  Connecticut,  were  conspicu- 


*  8m  Wixt't  LUe  of  Plitrick  Hovy,  leetioii  1. 
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ous  in  these  solicitations.  They  spared  no  efforts  to  bring 
into  their  views  their  brethren  of  the  other  colonies,  in  the 
reasonable  expectation  that  a  unanimous  appeal  to  the 
church  of  the  mother  country  would  not  be  disregarded. 
The  clergy  of  New- York  and  New-Jersey  entered  into  a 
voluntary  union,  known  as  *' The  United  Convention  of  New- 
York  and  New-Jersey  ;^  and  from  the  manuscript  records 
of  that  body  kept  by  the  late  Bishop  Seabury,  who  then 
resided  in  New- York,  and  was  its  secretary,  the  fact  is 
ascertained  that  the  reverend  Dr.  Cooper,  then  president 
of  King's  (now  Columbia)  College  in  New- York,  and  the 
reverend  Mr.  M'Kean,  missionary  at  Amboy  in  New- 
Jersey,  were  specially  deputed  to  visit  the  southern  part  of 
the  continent,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  co-operation 
of  their  brethren  in  that  region  in  procuring  an  American 
episcopate.* 

It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed  that  the  unanimity 
which  had  marked  the  earlier  applications  on  this  subject 
still  continued.  The  laitt/  were  now  nearly  ripe  for  the 
revolution  which  soon  commenced  ;  and  bishops  were  an 
object  of  suspicion  to  many  who  truly  loved  the  church, 
because,  in  their  minds,  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  constitu- 
tions of  the  mother  country  were  identified ;  the  political 
aspect  of  affairs,  therefore,  presented  to  the  laity  a  new 
and  serious  obstacle  to  the  measure  ;t  and  in  their  opin- 
ions there  were  not  wanting  many  of  the  clergy  who 
concurred. 

It  was  while  affairs  were  in  this  posture,  that,  in  April, 
1771,  Mr.  Camm,  the  commissary,  by  public  advertisement, 
requested  a  general  attendance  of  the  clergy  of  the  colony 
at  the  college,  on  the  fourth  of  May.  There  were  at  that 
time  more  than  one  hundred  churches  in  Virginia,  and  most 
of  them  were  furnished  with  ministers.    On  the  appointed 

*  Journals  of  the  United  Conven-        f  Biihop  White'f  Memoin,  p.  51. 
tion  of  1767,  pp.  32, 33, 34,  35;  Sea- 
buf7  MSS. 
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day  a  number  of  the  clergy  met,  and  a  proposition  was 
made  to  address  the  king  in  behalf  of  an  American  episco- 
pate. The  whole  number  of  clergymen  in  attendance  was, 
however,  so  small,  that  most  of  them  desired  the  commis- 
sary to  convene  another  meeting,  and  to  inform  those  sum- 
moned of  the  proposition  which  would  be  considered  at 
the  meeting.  This  was  accordingly  done;  and  on  the 
fourth  of  June,  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting,  twelve 
clergymen  only  appeared.  This  number  was  less  than 
that  which  had  attended  the  previous  meeting,  and.  a  ques- 
tion very  naturally  arose,  whether  so  small  a  portion  of  the 
clergy  could  with  propriety  be  deemed  a  convention  of  the 
Virginia  clergy.  This  having  been  settled  in  the  affirma- 
tive, though  not  without  opposition,  it  was  then  proposed 
to  address  his  majesty  on  the  subject  of  the  episcopate,  and 
the  proposition  was  rejected.  A  third  question  was  then 
presented  for  consideration,  on  the  propriety  of  addressing 
the  Bishop  of  LfOndon  for  his  opinion  and  advice,  and  all 
concurred  in  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure. 

The  business  of  the  meeting,  it  would  seem,  should  here 
have  terminated ;  but  before  adjournment,  a  successful 
effort  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  upon  the  subject  of 
an  address  to  the  king,  and  such  an  address  was  finally 
resolved  on.  This  proposition  to  reconsider  was  very 
warmly  opposed  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Henly  and  Gwatkin, 
two  of  the  professors  in  the  college ;  but  it  is  due  to  both 
these  gentlemen  to  add,  that  their  opposition  was  entirely 
on  grounds  unconnected  with  the  question  of  church  gov- 
ernment or  ministerial  imparity:  they  distinctly  avowed 
their  cordial  and  conscientious  approval  of  the  episcopal 
system,  and  resisted  the  present  effort  on  considerations 
of  expediency  alone.  The  arguments  by  which  they  sus- 
tained their  opposition  were  founded  upon,  1.  respect  for 
the  Bishop  of  London ;  2.  the  disturbances  occasioned  by 
the  stamp  act ;  8.  a  recent  rebellion  in  North  Carolina,  but 
just  suppressed ;  and  4.  the  general  clamour  at  that  time 
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against  the  introduction  of  bishops.  The  vote  to  addresa 
the  king  was  adopted,  notwithstanding  the  opposition ;  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  apply  to  such  of  the  clergy  as 
were  not  present  for  their  signatures  to  the  purposed  ap- 
plication, and  Mr.  Henly  and  Mr.  Gwatkin  solemnly  pro- 
tested against  the  whole  proceeding  in  the  following 
terms: — 

**  First*  because,  as  the  number  of  the  clergy  in  this  colony 
is  at  least  a  hundred,  we  cannot  conceive  that  twelve  cler* 
gymen  are  a  sufficient  representation  of  so  large  a  body. 

'^Secondly,  because  the  said  resolution  contradicts  a 
former  resolution  of  the  same  convention,  which  puts  a 
negative  upon  the  question, '  whether  the  king  should  be  ad' 
dressed  upon  an  American  episcopate.*  And  that  an  as- 
sembly met  upon  so  an  important  an  occasion,  should  re- 
scind a  resolution  agreed  to  and  entered  down  but  a  few 
minutes  before,  is  in  our  apprehension  contrary  to  all  order 
and  decorum. 

^*  Thirdly,  because  the  expression  American  episcopate 
includes  a  jurisdiction  over  the  other  colonies;  and  the 
clergy  of  Virginia  cannot,  with  any  propriety,  petition  for 
a  measure  which,  for  aught  that  appears  to  the  contrary, 
will  materially  aflfect  the  natural  rights  and  fundamental 
laws  of  the  said  colonies,  without  their  consent  and  appro- 
bation. 

**  Fourthly,  because  the  establishment  of  an  American 
episcopate,  at  this  time,  would  tend  greatly  to  weaken  the 
connection  between  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies,  to 
continue  their  present  unhappy  disputes,  to  infuse  jealousies 
and  fears  into  the  minds  of  Protestant  dissenters,  and  to 
give  ill-disposed  persons  occasion  to  raise  such  distur- 
bances as  may  endanger  the  very  existence  of  the  British 
empire  in  America. 

**  Fifthly,  because  we  cannot  help  considering  it  as  ex- 
tremely indecent  for  the  clergy  to  make  such  an  applica- 
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tion  without  the  concarrence  of  the  president*  council,  and 
representatives  of  this  province;  a  usurpation  directly 
repugnant  to  the  rights  of  mankind. 

^  Sixthly,  because  the  Bishops  of  London  have  always 
hitherto  exercised  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  over  this  col« 
ony ;  and  we  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  mild,  just,  and 
equitable  government  of  our  excellent  diocesan,  the  present 
Lord  Bishop  of  London ;  and  do  think  a  petition  to  the 
crown  to  strip  his  lordship  of  any  part  of  his  jurisdiction, 
but  an  ill  return  for  his  past  labours,  and  contrary  to  our 
oath  of  canonical  obedience.  We  do  further  conceive,  as 
it  had  been  unanimously  determined  by  this  very  convene 
tion  that  his  lordship  should  be  addressed  for  his  opinion 
relative  to  this  measure,  the  clergy  ought  to  have  waited 
for  his  lordship's  paternal  advice,  before  they  had  pro- 
ceeded any  further  in  an  affair  of  such  vast  importance. 

**  Seventhly,  because  we  have  particular  objections  to 
that  part  of  the  resolution  by  which  the  committee  are 
directed  to  apply ^  as  it  is  termed,  ^r  the  hands  of  the  ma' 
jority  of  the  clergy  of  this  colony :  a  method  of  proceeding, 
in  our  opinion,  contrary  to  the  universal  practice  of  the 
Christian  church,  it  having  been  customary  for  the  clergy 
to  sign  all  acts  of  an  ecclesiastical  nature  in  public  conven- 
tion ;  whereas,  the  manner  of  procuring  their  concurrence 
now  proposed,  is  unworthy  the  decorum  and  dignity  by 
which  so  venerable  a  body  ought  ever  to  be  guided." 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  insufficiency  of  some 
of  these  grounds  of  protest,  it  will  probably  be  conceded  of 
the  rest  that  they  were  not  without  weight ;  at  least  such 
seems  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  others  of  the  clergy 
besides  Messrs.  Henly  and  Gwatkin ;  for  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Hewitt  and  Bland  subsequently  joined  in  the  foregoing 
protest ;  while  the  opinion  of  the  laity  on  the  subject,  wa» 
very  strongly  indicated  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  legisla- 
ture, in  the  following  words : — **  Resolved,  nemine  contra^ 
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dicente,  that  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Henly,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gwatkin,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hewitt, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bland,  for  the  wise  and  well-timed  oppo- 
sition they  have  made  to  the  pernicious  project  of  a  few 
mistaken  clergymen,  for  introducing  an  American  bishop ; 
a  measure,  by  which  much  disturbance,  great  anxiety,  and 
apprehension  would  certainly  take  place  among  his  ma- 
jesty's faithful  American  subjects ;  and  that  Mr.  Richard 
Henry  Lee  and  Mr.  Bland  do  acquaint  them  therewith."* 

When  it  is  remembered  that  tlie  majority  of  the  legisla- 
ture belonged  to  the  establishment,  the  conclusion  will, 
probably,  not  be  deemed  erroneous,  that  the  opposition 
rested  almost  entirely  upon  political  considerations ;  and 
such  a  conclusion  derives  confirmation  from  the  fact,  that 
fifteen  years  afterward,  Mr.  Lee,  who  was  appointed  to 
convey  the  thanks  of  the  House  to  the  protesting  clergy, 
as  president  of  congress  lent  his  aid  to  the  efforts  made  to 
procure  consecration  for  Bishops  White  and  Prevost,  and 
certified  that  they  sought  nothing  in  their  application  in- 
consistent with  the  civil  institutions  of  the  United  States.f 

The  circumstances  here  related  led  to  an  unfortunate 
alienation  between  the  clergy  of  the  northern  provinces, 
who  desired  a  bishop,  and  such  of  the  Virginia  clergy  as 
had  opposed  the  recent  measures  in  that  colony.  The 
history  of  this  alienation  is  preserved  in  the  pamphlets  of 
the  day,  to  which  these  Virginia  proceedings  gave  birth. 
On  the  part  of  the  northern  ministers  was  published  **  An 
Address  from  the  Clergy  of  New-York  and  New-Jersey 
to  the  Episcopalians  in  Virginia,**  which  was  replied  to  in 
a  spirited  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Gwatkin.  These  publications, 
however,  satisfactorily  show  that,  save  on  one  point,  both 
parties  entertained  the  same  opinion ;  that  point  was  the  ex- 
pediency^  at  that  time^  of  making  the  proposed  effort.  In 
fact,  Mr.  Gwatkin  declared  explicitly  that  the  authors  of  the 

*  3  Boik,  864, 5.  X  Bidiop  Whiu*i  Memoin,  63 
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protest  had  **  not  any  aversion  to  episcopacy  in  general, 
to  that  mode  of  it  established  in  England,  or  even  to  an 
American  episcopate  introduced  at  a  proper  time,  by  proper 
authority  f  ajidin  a  proper  manner:^  the  opposition  to  an 
**  immediate  establishment,''  he  stated  to  be  "  a  prudential 
regard  to  the  practicablcj  a  desire  to  preserve  peace,  heal 
divisions,  and  calm  the  angry  passions  of  an  inflamed  peo- 
ple." And  at  this  distance  of  time,  it  will  probably  be 
acknowledged  that  on  the  question  of  expediency,  the  Vir- 
ginia clergy  judged  wisely.  In  the  temper  of  the  times, 
the  application  could  not  but  have  proved  unsuccessful ; 
to  make  it,  therefore,  could  only  serve  to  exasperate  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  colonists,  without  the  prospect  of  ob- 
taining the  end  desired. 
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CHAPTER   VIIL 
1773-1778. 

Appeannee  of  the  Methodiita — Their  adherence  to  the  Chnreh — Conduct 
of  the  Episcopal  Clergy  in  the  Revolution — Many  of  them  Whiga — Some 
become  Officera  in  the  Continental  Army — Conduct  of  the  Baptiata  at 
breaking  out  of  the  ReYolulion — Petitiona  of  Preabyteriana,  Baptiata, 
and  othera  againat  the  Church — Counter  Petitiona — Act  of  1776  daatroj- 
ing  Establishment — Distreaa  of  the  Clergy — Their  Treatment — ^Legia- 
lative  Proceedinga  of  1777  and  1778 — Ordinationa  by  the  Methodiata, 
condemned  by  Mr.  Aabury. 

Our  attention  must  now  be  directed  tb  another  religious 
denomination,  which,  upon  its  first  appearance,  claiming 
alliance  with  the  church,  received  countenance  from  some 
of  its  clergy  ;  but  which  ultimately  proceeded  to  the  length 
of  an  entire  separation.  It  was  about  the  period  of  time 
which  we  have  now  reached  that  the  Methodists  began  to 
increase  in  Virginia.  There  were  doubtless  individuals, 
and,  it  may  be,  preachers  of  that  society,  to  be  found  in  the 
colony  before  1772  ;*  but  they  seem  thus  far  not  to  have 
made  any  very  strong  impression,  and  certainly  one  not 
hostile  to  the  church.  In  truth,  they  professed  to  belong  to 
the  church ;  and  as  a  portion  of  their  subsequent  success 
is  attributable  to  this  circumstance,  a  brief  review  of  facta 
connected  with  that  society  becomes  necessary. 

It  is  well  known,  that  until  the  latter  years  of  his  life, 
the  founder  of"  Methodism,"  (Mr.  John  Wesley,)  who  was 
a  presbyter  of  the  Church  of  England,  professed  a  strong 
attachment  to  that  church,  and  gave,  to  his  followers  in  the 

*  Vide  ante,  p.  110^  Got.  Gooch'a  Proclamation  againat  the  Methodiita. 
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mother  country,  a  list  of  '*  reasons  for  not  separating  from 
the  churchy"  the  good  sense  of  which  was  unfortunately 
forgotten  by  him  at  a  subsequent  period.     In  his  "  farther 
appeal  to  men  of  reason  and  religion,''*  he  thus  addresses 
the  members  of  the  Church  of  England : — ''  We  do  not 
dispute  concerning  any  of  the  externals  or  circumstantials 
of  religion.    There  is  no  room ;  for  we  agree  with  you 
therein.     We  approve  of,  we  adhere  to  them  all ;  all  that 
we  learned  together  when  we  were  children,  in  our  cate- 
chism and  common  prayer  book.    We  were  born  and  bred 
in  your  own  church,  and  desire  to  die  therein."    **  We  hold, 
and  ever  have  done,  the  same  opinions  which  you  and  we 
received  from  our  forefathers."    "  We  approve  both  the 
doctrines  and  discipline  of  our  church,  and  inveigh  only 
against  ungodliness  and  unrighteousness."    In  accordance 
with  these  sentiments  the  first  Methodists  in  America  acted. 
Their  preachers  were  all  laymen ;  they  never  administered 
the  sacraments,  but  received  the  Lord's  Supper  themselves 
at  the  hands  of  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England ;  and 
they  claimed  to  be  nothing  more  than  members  of  a  reli- 
gious society  formed  within  the  bosom  of  the  established 
church  at  home,  and  extended  to  America.f    The  language 
of  the  Methodist  preachers  was,  that  '*  all  who  left  the 
church  left  the  Methodists.''^    Nay,  such  was  the  avowed 
attachment  of  the  society,  that  in  public  opinion  it  was  so 
far  identified  with  the  church,  as  to  share  with  it  the  odium 
which  from  poliUcal  causes  then  rested  upon  the  establish- 
ment in  Yiiginia.    The  Methodists  were  suspected  of  being 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  America.^     This  suspicion,  in 
the  minds  of  many,  originated  in  nothing  but  the  known 
adherence  of  the  society  to  an  ecclesiastical  system  which 
had  the  support  of  the  civil  power.     It  derived  strength 
afterward  from  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Wesley,  who,  in  the  com- 

•Page  134.  t  11)^.  HO. 

t  Juntt't  Lift,  lOe.  '    ^^bid.110,118. 


134  PROTESTAIIT    BPUCOPAL   CUURCH  [1772. 

meDcemeDt  of  the  dispute  between  EDgland  and  the  colo* 
nies  had  defended  the  latter,  suddenly  changed  his  opinions, 
and  wrote  and  preached  against  the  American  cause  with 
so  much  warmth  as  to  provoke  this  memorable  rebuke  from 
the  celebrated  Junius: — "You  have  forgotten  the  precept 
of  your  Master,  that  God  and  mammon  cannot  be  served 
together.  You  have  one  eye  upon  a  pension,  and  the  other 
upon  heaven ;  one  hand  stretched  out  to  the  king,  the  other 
raised  up  to  God.  I  pray  that  the  first  may  reward  you, 
and  the  last  forgive  you."  The  term  rebels^  was,  from  the 
influence  of  Mr.  Wesley's  opinions  on  his  English  follow- 
ers, one  of  frequent  application  to  the  American  Method* 
ists  by  their  English  brethren ;  and  thus  were  they  sub- 
jected to  the  misfortune  of  a  double  suspicion,  which  on 
one  side  or  the  other  must  have  been  misplaced* 

Their  profession  of  regard,  however,  obtained  for  them, 
as  has  already  been  hinted,  favour  from  some  of  the  cleigy 
of  Virginia,  and  in  one  instance  at  least,  if  not  in  more,  the 
pulpit  of  the  parish  church  was  surrendered  for  the  use  of 
the  lay  preacher.*  The  evil  effects  of  this  kindness  were 
felt  by  the  church,  after  the  final  separation  of  the  Method- 
ists  from  the  establishment;  for  there  were  those  who, 
having  once  been  taught  to  regard  them  as  brethren,  and 
ignorant  of  the  extent  to  which  the  separation  bad  been 
carried,  could  not  be  made  to  understand  that  on  the  im* 
portant  subject  of  the  Christian  ministry  difibrences  of 
opinion  existed  which  were  irreconcilable.t 

As  the  political  aspect  of  affairs  became  more  gloomy, 

•  JamU*i  lafe,  p.  108. 

t  The  late  Biihop  RaYenicroft  of  North  Caroliiim  hM  boon  heard  to  taj, 
that  in  the  discharge  of  hia  duties  as  a  pariah  prieat  in  Virginia,  ha  aomo- 
times  encountered  aged  churchmen,  who  coald  not  anderatand  that  there 
were  anj  aubjeeU  of  diMgreement  between  the  church  and  the  Methodists. 
Their  language  was,  "  Father  Jarratt  gave  us  aU  to  the  Methoditts."  It 
should  be  added  that  Father  Jarratt  lived  long  enough  to  aee  the  error  of  his 
course  in  this  partieuhur.    See  Jarratt*s  Life,  p.  ISO^  et  aeq. 
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it  may  well  be  supposed  that  the  absorbing  topic  was  the 
approaching  struggle  which  the  wisest  patriots  of  America 
now  be^^fan  to  perceive  was  inevitable.  The  whole  conti- 
nent was  ripe  for  resistance,  and  awaited  but  the  first  blow 
to  fly  to  arms.  In  this  mood  of  mind,  it  was,  of  course,  to  be 
expected  that  the  hostility  towards  the  church  in  Virginia, 
would  become  more  confirmed  in  the  breasts  of  all  who 
took  part  with  the  colonies.  The  clergy  were  generally 
firiends  to  the  mother  country : — attached  to  it  by  the  cir* 
cumstance  of  birth,  and  bound  as  they  were  individually 
by  the  oath  of  allegiance,  it  would  be  unjust  hastily  to  con- 
demn them  for  their  preference.  With  many  of  them 
scruples  of  conscience  really  existed,  as  to  the  propriety  or 
lawfulness  of  a  resort  to  arms  under  all  the  circumstances. 
Admit  the  fact  that  the  view  which  they  entertained  was 
erroneous,  (as  it  certainly  was,)  still  it  might  have  been, 
and  in  many  cases  was,  a  very  honest  error.  The  ques- 
tion, as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  was  one  on 
which  honest  and  intelligent  men  might  easily  difler,  with* 
out  justifying  an  imputation,  on  the  one  hand,  of  a  want  of 
understanding  and  disregard  of  liberty ;  or,  on  the  other,  of 
a  spirit  of  rebellion  and  the  guilt  of  treason. 

The  subject  is  one  of  so  much  delicacy,  that  even 
now  it  is  dangerous  to  discuss  it,  from  fear  of  misappre- 
hension. The  period  has  hardly  yet  arrived  for  the  exer- 
cise of  a  dispassionate  judgment  upon  the  events  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  the  American  revolution.  There 
is  an  association  formed,  from  the  cradle,  between  names 
and  things,  which  the  men  of  this  generation  have  not 
yet  outgrown:  the  watchwords  of  party  in  the  stormy 
times  of  the  revolution,  have,  in  modem  days,  a,  pojver  to 
awaken  emotions  akin  to  those  which  glowed  in  the  bosoms 
of  our  ancestors.  Before,  therefore,  we  condemn  all  who, 
in  the  perilous  struggle,  took  part  with  the  mother  country, 
we  should  place  ourselves,  in  imagination,  in  their  situation, 
and  it  may  serve  to  temper  the  harshness  of  our  judgment* 
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About  to  embark,  and  with  seeming  hopelessness,  in  a 
struggle  with  a  power  which  from  inrancy  had  been  an  ob- 
ject of  veneration,  and  fidelity  to  which  had  been  inculcated 
as  a  virtue  from  the  very  cradle ; — with  that  fidelity  further 
guarantied  by  a  solemn  oath,  from  which,  it  was  sup- 
posed, nothing  could  absolve  the  conscience  of  an  honest 
man ;  and  with  a  feeling  of  patriotism,  which  it  is  hard  to 
e];^dicate  from  the  bosom  of  an  upright  man,  (for  it  must 
be  remembered  that  England  was  the  birthplace  of  many 
of  the  loyalists,  and  arose  upon  their  memories  surrounded 
with  all  the  cherished  endearments  of  home ;) — under  such 
circumstances,  it  must  be  confessed  that  there  were  many 
inducements  which  might  lead  the  judgment  to  pause  ere 
that  decisive  step  was  taken  which,  in  the  event  of  success, 
severed  a  man  for  ever  from  the  spot  of  his  birth ;  and,  in 
the  event  of  defeat,  classed  him  among  those  who  were 
traitors  to  its  interests. 

It  is  not  intended,  by  these  remarks,  to  express  appraba* 
tion  of  the  opinions  of  such  of  the  clergy  as  adhered  to  the 
cause  of  England ;  for  the  contest,  on  the  part  of  these 
colonies,  was  a  righteous  resistance,  into  which  they  were 
forced ;  and  it  is  therefore  thought  that  the  clergy  erred  ; 
but  it  is  also  thought  that  there  is  some  extenuation  of  that 
error,  a  notice  of  which  is  demanded  by  a  sense  of  justice. 
But  the  error  was  not  confined  to  the  clergy,  a  portion  of 
the  laity  adopted  their  opinions;  it  was,  however,  very 
small,  for  the  great  mass  of  the  population  in  Virginia  was 
opposed  to  England,  and  this  rendered  the  situation  of  the 
clergy  only  the  more  disagreeable.  Nor  were  all  the 
clergy  loyalists ;  they  numbered  in  their  ranks  some  sturdy 
republicans,  though  these  formed  a  minority,  including  not 
quite  one-third  of  the  whole  body.*    Upon  the  loyal  clei^, 

*  The  enemies  of  the  Episcopal  church  have  but  too  often  been  ready  to 
•rouse  prejudice  by  representing  churchmen,  generally,  as  opposed  to  the 
eanse  of  the  colonies  in  the  struggle  for  independence.  There  certainly 
was  no  state  more  forwaxd  than  Tirgtnia  in  the  War  of  the  Rerolatton,  and 
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more  tiiaii  upon  any  other  class  in  the  commnnity,  it  may 
be  said,  there  rested  the  weight  of  popular  odium ;  and  the 
burden,  when  shared  with  others,  was  shared  with  the 
Methodists. 

In  1775,  the  storm  which  had  so  long  been  gathering, 
burst  upon  America,  and  the  first  blood  was  spilled  at 
Lexington.  Every  colony  was  speedily  on  the  alert,  and 
a  vo/untary  convention  of  the  delegates  to  the  Virginia 
legislature,  meeting  after  its  adjournment,  succeeded  the 
last  royal  assembly  which  was  ever  held  in  ^the  ancient 
dominion.''  The  Baptists  were  not  slow  in  discovering  the 
advantageous  position  in  which  the  political  troubles  of  the 
country  had  placed  them.  Their  numerical  strength  was 
such  as  to  make  it  important  to  both  sides  to  secure  their 
influence;  they  ki^w  this,  and  therefore  determined  to 
turn  the  circumstance  to  their  profit  as  a  sect  Persecu- 
tion had  taught  them  not  to  love  the  establishment,  and 
they  now  saw  before  them  a  reasonable  prospect  of  over- 
turning it  entirely.  In  their  association,  they  had  calmly 
discussed  the  matter,  and  resolved  on  their  course :  in  this 
course  they  were  consistent  to  the  end ;  and  the  war 
which  they  waged  against  the  church,  was  a  war  of  exter- 

j«i  a  largtt  aajoritj  of  its  tnhabitanti  were  Epieeopaliane.    Of  the  clergj  J 
WMj  be  named  Buhop  Madison,  MeMrt.  Bracken,  Belmaine,  Buchanan, 
Jarratt,  GnlBth,  Bafis,  and  others  who  were  avowed  and  decided  partisans  , 
of  tlM  eokMuea.    Nay,  in  one  instance,  a  clergyman  of  Virj^nia,  the  Rev.  ; 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  fefinqnishing  his  charge,  accepted  the  commission  of  ool» 
ooalin  the  AoMrieao  araiy,  raised  his  regiment  among  his  own  parishioners, 
and  serred  throogh  the  whole  of  the  war,  from  which  he  retired,  at  iu  close, 
with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general.    (Thatcher's  Miliury  Journal,  153.) 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Thmston,  of  Frederick  county,  also  bore  arms  as  a  colonel  in 
the  eootioental  serrice.    Of  the  laity,  wers  General  Washington,  Patrick 
Henry,  Riehaid  Henry  Lee,  the  mqver  of  the  Declaration  of  Independenoe, 
his  brother,  Francis  Ltghtfoot  Lee,  one  of  the  signers,  George  Mason,  Ed-  ^ 
mnnd  Pendleton,  Peter  Lyons,  Paul  Carrington,  William  Fleming,  WUUam  ^ 
Grayson,  with  the  iamilies  of  the  Nelsons,  and  Meades,  and  Mercers,  and    . 
n»rrimnnm^  f^twi  Haiidffilphtt  ^^  h»»dMds  of  othsT  naoiM.  destnredlY  dear  to  \ 

YiifBiia. 
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mination.  They  seem  to  have  known  no  relentings,  and 
their  hostiHty  never  ceased  for  seven-and-twenty  years.* 
They  revenged  themselves  for  their  sufferings,  by  the  al- 
most total  ruin  of  the  church :  and  now  commenced  the 
assault,  for,  inspired  by  the  ardours  of  a  patriotism  which 
accorded  with  their  interests,  or  willing  to  avail  themselves 
of  a  favourable  opportunity  to  present,  in  their  case,  an  ad- 
Tantageous  contrast  to  a  part  of  the  church,  they  addressed 
the  convention,  and  infohned  that  body  that  their  religious 
tenets  presented  no  obstacle  to  their  taking  up  arms  and 
fighting  for  the  country ;  and  they  tendered  the  services  of 
their  pastors  in  promoting  the  enl^ment  of  the  youth  of 
their  religious  persuasion.  They  pii^scnte^,  also,  to  the 
convention  a  petition,  in  which  fhey  made,*  the  certainly 
reasonable  request,  "  that  they  might  be  alloWe^.to  wor- 
ship God  in  their  own  way,  without  interruption ;  that^they 
might  be  permitted  to  maintain  their  own  ministers,  sep- 
arate from  others ;  that  they  might  be  married,  buried,  and 
the  like,  without  paying  the  clergy  of  other  denomina- 
tions/'t  ^  complimentary  answer  was  returned  to  their 
address ;  and  an  order  was  made  that  the  sectarian  clergy 
should  have  the  privilege  of  performing  divine  service  to 
their  respective  adherents  in  the  army,  equally  with  the 
regular  chaplains  of  the  established  church4  This,  it  is 
believed,  was  the  first  step  made  towards  placing  the 
clergy,  of  all  denominations,  upon  an  equal  footing  in 
Virginia. 

This  was,  ere  long,  succeeded  by  another  measure, 
which  gave  a  decisive  blow  to  the  establishment  The 
**  declaration  of  rights,"  which  had  been  made  in  the  early 
part  of  1776,  had  proclaimed  to  all  men  the  free  exercise 
of  religion;  but  the  statutory  provisions  and  common  law 
doctrines  concerning  the  church  had  not  been  formally  re- 

*  Joaraals  of  Contention  of  An-        f  Semple'g   History  of  Virginia 
gasi  16,   1775,  p.  17.      Richmond    Baptists,  pp.  25,  26,  27^  62. 
^ition  of  1816.  t  4  Burl^  59. 
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pealed  or  altered.  The  legislature,  which  was  convened 
in  October  of  1776,  was  therefore  addressed  by  numerous 
petitions,  from  various  parts  of  the  state,  entreating  for  all 
religious  sects  ^  protection  in  the  full  exercise  of  their  sev- 
eral modes  of  worship,  and  exemption  from  the  payment 
of  all  taxes  for  the  support  of  any  church  whatever,  further 
than  what  might  be  agreeable  to  their  own  private  choice 
or  voluntary  obligation.''*  Of  these  petitioners,  some 
preyed  that  all  ^  church  establishmeTiur  might  be  put  down; 
~all  taxes  on  conscience"  removed  ;  that  the  right  of  **  pri« 
vate  judgment"  might  be  unrestrained,  and  each  individual 
left  **  to  rest  upon  bis  own  merit"  Others  simply  asked  to 
be  freed  from  the  payment  of  parochial  charges,  except  for 
the  support  of  their  own  clergy  and  poor.  The  presbytery 
of  Hanover  sought  the  entire  demolition  of  all  laws  which 
made,  or  gave  precedence  to,  an  establishment;  prayed 
that  all  religious  sects  might  be  protected  in  their  modes  of 
worship;  and  that  the  support  of  religion  might  be  left 
entirely  to  voluntary  contribution ;  they  stated  that  there 
was  ^  no  argument  in  favour  of  establishing  the  Christian 
religion,  but  what  may  be  pleaded  in  favour  of  the  tenets 
of  Mohammed,  by  those  who  believe  the  Alcoran."t 

In  these  petitions,  all  classes  in  the  community,  with  the 
exception  of  Churchmen  and  Methodists,  joined ;  these  sent 
in  their  respective  petitions  for  the  continuance  of  the  es- 
tablishment;t  and  if  the  testimony  of  the  Baptist  chronicler 
may  be  relied  on,  the  alliance  between  their  opponents  will 
scarce  be  thought  to  deserve  the  epithet,  holy;  for  we  are 
informed  by  him,  that  '*  the  Presbyterians,  Baptists,  Qua- 
kers, deists,  and  the  covetous,  all  prayed  for  this  ;"§  thus 
presenting  a  strange  and  unnatural  union  of  discordant 
materials,  to  be  employed  in  the  prostration  of  one  form  of 

*  Joornal  of  the  VtrginU  House        t  Joaraali  of  Contention,  p.  S6. 
of  Delegmtes  for  1776,  pp.  7,  16,  31,    Richmond  edition,  1838. 
t4,M, 26,48.  t  Ibid,  p. 47. 

^  Leland'i  Chronicle. 
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religion,  and  the  setting  up  of  others.  The  Baptists,  though 
not  to  be  outdone  in  zeal,  were  surpassed  in  ability  by  the 
Presbyterians ;  and  among  many  well  written  memorials 
from  that  denomination,  the  ablest  will  probably  be  thought 
to  have  come  from  the  presbytery  of  Hanover,  the  scene 
of  Mr.  Da  vies*  former  labours,  and  the  birthplace  of  Presby- 
terianism  in  Eastern  Virgmia. 

It  has  been  said  that,  at  this  time»  the  dissenters  from 
the  establishment  constituted  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
people;*  and  the  fact  may  be  so;  though  there  are  cir^ 
cumstances  which  would  seem  to  render  it  doubtful* 
Only  fourteen  years  prior  to  this  time,  according  to  the 
evidence  of  an  eyewitness,  whose  pursuits  were  likely 
to  make  him  familiar  with  the  various  shades  of  religi- 
ous opinion  in  Virginiai  the  general  sentiment  of  the 
eastern  part  of  the  state  was  opposed  to  the  dissenterkf 
There  must,  therefore,  within  a  comparatively  short  space 
of  time,  have  been  a  most  extraordinary  change  of  reli« 
gious  opinion,  if  the  firiends  of  the  church  had  in  fourteen 
years  been  reduced  to  a  third,  or  less  than  a  third,  of  the 
whole  population.  In  addition  to  this,  as  will  be  seen  pres- 
ently, the  friends  of  the  church,  in  resisting  these  petitions, 
besought  the  legislature  to  submit  the  question  of  the  over- 
throw of  the  establishment  to  the  great  body  of  ihe  people  ;% 
thus  indicating  at  least  the  belief  that  their  numerical 
strength  exceeded  that  of  their  opponents.  The  point  is 
one,  however,  of  little  moment ;  for  if  the  measure  sought 
by  the  petitioners  was  one  legally  and  morally  righif  it 
should  have  been  adopted,  even  had  no  one  solicited  it ; 
and  if  wrongs  no  numbers  applying  for  it  could  make  its 
adoption  proper.  It  is  thought  that  if  the  course  adopted 
by  Virginia  requires  any  apology  at  all,  it  has  better  ground 

*  i  Bark,  180.    Thii  Tolame  ii  f  Jamtt'i  life,  60. 

a eoDtinuatioii of  Bazk, byJonef  and  X  4  Baik,  18S. 

Ginxdin.   1  Jaffanon'k  Wcn^  81. 
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to  stand  on  than  is  funiished  by  the  religious  opinions  of  a 
majority  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  grounds  on  which  tiie  petitioners  in  general  rested 
their  claim  were,  that  they  laboured  under  burdens  and 
restrictions  inc(»isistent  with  equal  rights,  in  the  compul- 
sory payment  of  taxes  for  the  su  pport  •  m' a  church  to  which 
they  neither  •  d»  nor  could  conscientiously  belong.  This 
hardship,  it  was  urged,  was  more  particularly  felt  in  the 
frontier  counties,  which  possessed  an  abundant  population, 
composed  mostly  of  dissenters,  upon  whom  had  fcJlen  the 
heavy  burden  of  purchasing  glebes  and  supporting  the 
established  clergy,  where  but  few  Episcopalians  could  be 
found  to  share  the  expense  or  reap  the  advantage.  The 
temporal  interests  of  the  whole  community,  it  was  urged, 
would  be  promoted  by  allowing  to  every  man  the  liberty 
of  enjoying  without  restraint  the  rights  of  conscience :  the 
nature  of  Christianity,  it  was  said,  was  such  that  it  might 
safely  be  intrusted  to  its  own  purity  for  its  preservation, 
without  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  civil  power ;  that  no  being 
but  the  Creator  himself  could  authoritatively  prescribe  the 
mode  of  rendering  to  him  that  homage  which  he  demanded 
as  his  due :  and  the  severity  of  some  of  the  earlier  laws, 
imposing  penalties  on  the  unfortunate  Quakers,  was  com- 
plained  of  as  unworthy  of  an  enlightened  people.  The 
practical  evils  resulting  from  the  last  cause  mentioned, 
were  nothing ;  for,  from  the  testimony  of  an  historian  far 
from  friendly,  we  learn  that  the  general  liberality  of  opinion 
diffused  throughout  Virginia  had  greatly  mitigated,  and, 
it  may  be  said,  annulled  in  practice,  most  of  these  penal 
regulations.  A  mild  and  tolerating  spirit,  he  says,  ani- 
mated even  the  Episcopal  clergy ;  and  dissenters  of  every 
denomination  were  regarded  with  Christian  charity  and 
benevolence.* 

•  4  Bark,  180 
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The  counter  memorialB,  on  the  part  of  the  church  and 
Methodists,  solicited  the  continuance  of  the  establishmedt 
upon  principles  of  justice,  of  wisdom,  and  of  policy.  Firsts 
of  justice :  it  was  said  that  when  the  clergy  of  the  estab- 
lished church  undertook  the  care  of  parishes  in  Virginia, 
they  depended  upon  the  public  faith  for  receiving,  during 
life,  or  good  behaviour,  a  fair  compensation  for  their  ser- 
Tices ;  this  was  promised  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  bad 
become  a  vested  right,  held  by  a  tenure  not  less  sacred 
than  that  by  which  each  citizen  held  his  private  property. 
As  to  such  of  the  clergy  as  had  no  cures,  it  was  argued, 
that  having  entered  into  holy  orders,  after  spending  their 
early  years  in  making  preparation,  with  expectations  rea« 
aonably  built  upon  existing  laws,  such  expectations  could 
not  now  be  frustrated  without  imposing  upon  them  an  act 
of  injustice.  On  the  ground  of  wisdom,  it  was  urged  that 
all  experience  had  shown  that  a  religious  establishment  in 
a  state  was  conducive  to  peace  and  happiness ;  the  practice 
of  men  being  regulated  by  their  opinions,  it  was  wise  in 
a  state  to  afford  security  for  the  permanent  maintenance  of 
opinions,  which,  derived  from  the  doctrines  of  Christianity, 
would  give  stability  to  virtue,  and  confidence  to  truth.  And 
on  considerations  of  policy,  the  continuance  of  the  estab- 
lishment was  urged,  because,  should  all  denominations  be 
placed  by  law  on  a  level,  such  equality  could  not  long  con- 
tinue :  attempts  would  be  made  by  the  most  powerful  to 
extort  an  acknowledgment  of  superiority,  or,  at  any  rate 
to  exercise  the  power  which  such  superiority  conferred ; 
and  the  contests,  thus  engendered,  could  not  but  give  birth 
to  confusion,  and  perhaps  civil  commotion.  And,  finally, 
the  memorialists  prayed  that,  before  a  decision  was  made, 
the  question  might  be  submitted  to  the  people  at  large,  as 
they  had  the  best  reasons  for  believing  that  a  majority  of 
the  citizens  desired  the  continuance  of  the  church  establish- 
ment* 

*  Joamftb  of  1776,  p.  47 ;  4  Bark,  180,  et  teq. ;  1  Jeffenon^t  Woiki,  8S. 
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The  subject  involyed  in  these  memorials  underwent  a 
long  and  solemn  debate.  The  great  advocates  for  the 
church  were  Mr.  Pendleton  and  Robert  Carter  Nicholas ; 
and  its  great  opponent,  Mr.  Jefferson,  represents  the  strug* 
gle  as  having  been  the  severest  in  which  he  was  ever  en- 
gaged.* **  The  petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  country :  and,  after 
desperate  contests  in  that  committee,  almost  daily,  from 
the  eleventh  of  October  to  the  fifth  of  December,**  the  dis- 
cussion was  terminated  by  the  passage  of  an  act  which 
repealed  all  laws  of  parliament  rendering  criminal  the 
maintaining  any  opinion  in  matters  of  religion,  forbearing 
to  repair  to  church,  or  exercising  any  mode  of  worship 
whatever,  or  which  prescribed  punishments  for  the  same. 
The  dissenters  were  by  the  law  exempted  from  all  contri« 
butions  for  the  support  of  the  Episcopal  church.  Arrears 
of  salaries  due  to  the  clergy  were,  however,  secured,  and 
they  were  permitted  to  receive  them  until  the  first  day  of 
the  ensuing  year.  Glebes  already  purchased  were  reserved 
for  the  use  of  the  Episcopal  clergy ;  and  the  churches  and 
chapels  already  built,  with  the  books  and  church  plate, 
were  preserved  for  the  use  of  the  Episcopalians.  And  this 
was  the  second  law  enacted  by  the  first  republican  legisla- 
ture m  Yirginia.t  The  question  was  also  agitated,  but  its 
determination  was  expressly  reserved  until  a  future  periodt 
whether  there  should  be  a  general  assessment  on  the 
inhabitants  for  the  support  of  religion,  or  whether  such 
support  should  be  left  dependent  solely  on  voluntary  con-' 
tributions. 

In  recording  these  transactions,  the  remark,  it  is  hoped, 
will  not  be  deemed  out  of  place,  that  however  natural  may 
have  been  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  to  perpetuate 
the  establishment,  as  affording  to  them  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence, yet,  on  account  of  the  existence  of  the  church 

•  1  J«i&noii*t  Woilu,  8S.       t  9  HMiiDs'a  StatotM,  at  laf|«,  p.  164. 
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itself,  anxiety  was  needless.  Among  the  reasons  which  an 
intelligent  Episcopalian  renders  for  his  attachment  to  the 
church,  he  will  not  forget  to  mention  the  fact»  that  there 
seems  to  be  in  the  system  of  episcopacy  what  has  been 
well  termed  ^  a  conservative  principle,''  which  secures  the 
existence  of  the  church  under  circumstances  the  most 
calamitous  ;  so  that  of  all  religious  denominations,  there  is, 
perhaps,  not  one  which  requires  the  aid  of  a  legal  estab- 
lishment less  than  does  a  church  episcopally  constituted. 
No  American  Christian,  it  is  presumed,  desires  here  a 
union  of  church  and  state ;  and,  of  all  American  Chris* 
tians,  the  Episcopalian  probably  has  least  need  'dedre  it 
The  lessons  of  the  past  on  this  subject  are  strikingly  iro» 
pressive.  The  histories  of  the  suffering  churches  of  the 
Christians  of  St  Thomas  in  India^  of  the  WaldenseSyOf  the 
Scotch  Episcopalians,  together  with  that  of  the  Protestast 
Episcopal  church  in  America,  all  seem  to  attest  the  fitct 
that  for  the  preservation  of  purity  of  doctrine  and  primi- 
tive discipline,  in  Episcopal  churches,  no  union  with  the 
civil  power  is  necessary.  The  first  three  were  tried  in  the 
fiery  furnace  of  persecution,  and,  unsustained  by  any  human 
aid,  after  years  of  suffering,  came  forth  the  same  in  doc- 
trine and  in  discipline  that  they  were  when  first  called  to 
exercise  the  virtue  of  patient  endurance ;  while  the  last, 
though  for  a  time  prostrated  in  the  dust,  and  clinging  to 
existence  by  almost  a  single  tie,  has  risen  from  her  depres- 
sion without  the  aid  of  a  legal  establishment ;  and  holding 
on  the  even  tenour  of  her  way,  is  now  exhibiting  in  her 
youthful  strength,  the  same  faith,  imbodied  in  the  same 
form  of  sound  words,  and  united  to  the  same  system  of 
polity  which  formed  her  distinguishing  features  in  the  day 
of  prosperity,  before  she  was  shrouded  in  the  darkness  of 
that  cloud  which  for  a  time  almost  hid  her  from  view. 
Surely,  in  the  retrospect  of  facts  like  these,  an  Episcopalian 
may  be  pardoned,  should  he  deem  it  something  more  than 
a  fond  fancy,  that  the  church  of  his  affections  does  possess 
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within  heneir  a  principle  of  preservation,  and  that  **  the 
foundations  of  episcopacy  stand  sure  in  the  storm,  not  less 
than  in  the  sunshine.'^* 

The  effect,  upon  the  clergy,  of  the  law  which  destroyed 
the  establishment,  was  such  as  might  have  been  anticipated 
by  all,  and  was  foreseen  by  some :  for  the  feelings  of  at- 
tachment entertained  by  a  portion  of  the  people  for  the 
church,  did  not  probably  extend  very  far  towards  the 
clergy,  individually;  many  of  them  were  personally  ob- 
noxious, on  account  of  the  opinions  which  they  enter- 
tained  in  the  contest  with  England  ;  and  among  their  most 
decided  opponents,  on  political  questions,  were  to  be  num- 
bered many  Episcopalians,  who  distinguished  between  the 
church  and  her  ministers.    Deprived  of  their  livings,  some 
among  the  clergy  must  have  found  it  difficult  to  procure  a 
iubsistence  by  continuing  in  the  exercise  of  pastoral  duty, 
among  a  people  who  disliked  them,  personally,  for  their 
politics;  whose  contributions,  if  made  at  all,  were  precari- 
ous, because  entirely  voluntary ;  and  who,  besides,  were 
harassed  in  their   occupations,  and  straitened  in  their 
means,  by  a  war  which  demanded  from  every  one  a  por- 
tion of  his  time  and  of  bis  money.    The  business  of  in- 
struction was  resorted  to  by  some,  but  with  limited  suc- 
cess; for  the  war  of  the  revolution  left  the  youth  of  the 
day  but  little  opportunity  for  education.    Many  a  stout 
lad  shouldered  his  musket,  and  entering  the  army,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  never  relinquished  his 
weapon,  except  in  death  upon  the  battle-field,  until  the 
struggle  had  terminated  in  the  acknowledgment  of  his 
country's  independence. 

Some  of  the  clergy,  to  whose  churches  glebes  were 
attached,  still  continued,  under  the  law,  to  occupy  and 
enjoy  them,  and  officiated  in  their  pulpits.     As,  how- 

♦  BrUUh  Cridc  for  Janaaiy,  1831,    reference  to  the  Scotch    EpUcopiU 
article  tU.  ;  where  this  eabject  is    church 
loreiblj  lUuetnited,  particalarly  with 

T 


146  FBOTKSTAirr  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  [177^ 

ever,  they  stiH  adhered  to  the  English  ritual,  and,  of 
course,  prayed  for  his  majesty  of  England,  they  could 
not  fail  to  give  offence.  Threats  and  admonitions  bad 
the  efiect  of  frightening  some,  who  discontinued  the 
practice,  and  closed  their  churches;  while  there  were 
others,  made  of  sterner  stuff,  who  persisted  in  the  per- 
formance of  what  they  believed  to  be  their  duty;  and,  un- 
certain how  far  the  excitement  of  the  times  might  lead  to  the 
execution  of  some  of  the  threats,  in  one  instance,  at  least, 
the  clergyman  is  known,  after  a  farewell  to  bis  family, 
whom  he  would  not  permit  to  accompany  him,  to  have 
ascended  the  pulpit  with  his  pistoh  concealed  t»  Ait  te- 
9owh  to  be  used,  if  necessary,  for  the  protection  and  pres- 
ervation of  his  life.*  Such  firmness  was  not  without 
its  effect;  the  resolute  minister  was  never  interrupted; 
his  house  became  the  asylum  of  many  of  his  persecuted 
brethren,  as  one  of  the  surest  places  of  safety;  and  con- 
tinuing in  Virginia  through  the  whole  of  the  revolutionary 
storm,  he  lived  to  become  a  good  citizen  of  the  infant  re- 
public, and  to  see  the  church  of  his  afiections  rising  from 
the  dust  Tradition  has  preserved  anecdotes  and  incidents 
of  the  day,  which  clearly  prove  the  suffering  condition  to 
which  some  of  the  clergy  were  reduced.  They  encoun- 
tered poverty,  suspicion,  insult,  and  violence :  and  an  in- 
stance of  the  latter  is  related,  which,  as  it  furnishes  the  best 
illustration  of  the  spirit  of  the  times,  is  here  recorded. 

A  clergyman  of  the  establishment,  who  had  made  him- 
self offensive  by  his  attachment  to  England,  was  called 
from  his  bed  at  night,  under  the  pretext  of  being  required 
by  a  sick  parishioner ;  and  having,  by  this  artifice,  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  he  was  taken  to  a  retired 
spot  in  the  woods,  out  of  the  reach  of  assistance,  stripped 
naked,  tied  to  a  tree,  severely  whipped,  and  then  left  in 


*  M8.  latter  in  the  author's  poMenion,  coneeming  toaie  of  tlM  eld 
VirginU  elefgj. 
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that  aituatktDt  until  he  was  discovered  on  the  next  morn* 
ing  and  relieved.* 

During  the  years  1777  and  1778»  the  subject  of  religion 
continued  to  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  legislature, 
by  petitions  and  counter  petitions.    Some  of  these,  admit- 
ting the  question  of  establishments  to  be  a  debatable  point, 
still  prayed  that  the  efforts  made  to  injure  what  was  left  of 
the  establishment  might  be  checked.    The  presbytery  of 
Hanover,  as  before,  protested  against  any  assessment  for 
the  support  of  religion;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
county  of  Caroline,  approving  of  the  act  which  released 
dissenters  from  taxation  for  the  benefit  of  the  establish- 
ment, prayed  that  there  might  be  an  assessment  for  the 
support  of  the  Grospel ;  that  it  might  not  be  left  to  charity 
for  its  subsistence,  as  otherwise  the  parsimonious  and  in- 
diSerenU  who  derived  benefit  from  its  existence,  would 
yield  nothing  for  its  support    Others  complained  of  irreg» 
larities  in  the  worhsip  oP*  sectaries,'*  who  held  night  meet- 
ings, to  the  injury  of  religion ;  and  asked  that  none  but 
'*  licensed  preachers'*  should  be  allowed  to  ofiSciate  in  the 
public  worship  of  God  ;  and  they  charged  their  opponents 
with  artfully  procuring,  at  such  meetings,  **  the  votes  of 
iniants,'*  to  the  injury  of  religion  in  general,  and  of  the 
establishment  particularly.!     Before  the  adjournment  of 
the  legislature  of  May,  1770,  *'  a  bill  for  establishing  re- 
ligious freedom,''  putting  upon  an  equality  all  denomina- 
tions, and  providing  for  a  general  assessment  for  the  sup- 
port of  religion,  was  prepared ;  and  after  passing  two  read- 
ings in  the  House  of  Delegates,  seems  to  have  been  sent 
abroad  among  the  people,  that  the  general  opinion  of  the 
community  might  be  obtained  thereon,  prior  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  legislature.;]: 

♦  MS.  leUer  in  the  aathor's  poa-  tare  of  17T7,  17T8,  pp.  17,  ST,  87, 

MMion,  concerning  tome  of  the  old  64,  May ;  14,  67,  75,  96,  October. 
VirginU  clergy.  t  Journal,  May,  1779,  pp.  S4,  46  ; 

t  See  Uie  JoumiOe  of  the  Legisla-  Jounial  of  October,  1779,  p.  37. 
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It  will  hardly  be  imputed  to  the  clergy  as  a  crime,  that, 
in  the  situation  to  which  they  found  themselves  reduced, 
many  should  be  willing  to  abandon  the  country  entirely. 
Many  did  abandon  it ;  and  parishes  from  time  to  time  be- 
came vacant,  so  that,  ere  long,  a  large  majority  of  the 
cures  were  left  unsupplied.  The  sacraments  were  no 
longer  administered  in  many  of  the  parishes ;  and  this  con- 
dition of  affairs  led  to  an  effort,  on  the  part  of  the  Method- 
ists, to  remedy  the  evil  by  an  irregular  ordination  of  min- 
isters among  themselves.*  Some  of  the  clergy  of  the 
church  advised  them  against  the  measure,  but  in  vain ;  and 
in  1778,  a  considerable  number  of  the  lay  preachers  earn- 
estly importuned  Mr.  Asbury,a  prominent  preacher  among 
the  Methodists,  *'  to  take  proper  measures  that  the  people 
might  enjoy  the  privileges  of  all  other  churches,  and  no 
longer  be  deprived  of  the  Christian  sacraments.'^f  Mr. 
Asbury,  who  seems,  at  that  time,  to  have  been  suspiciously 
watched,  and  indeed  confined  in  the  state  of  Delaware, 
as  one  disaffected  to  the  American  cause,  professed  the 
strongest  attachment  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  vio- 
lently opposed  the  proposed  plan ;  nay,  he  went  so  far  as 
to  write  to  some  of  the  clergy  of  the  establishment,  re- 
proving them  for  not  having  checked,  in  its  incipient  stage, 
this  approach  to  disorder.J  Upon  the  refusal  of  Mr.  As- 
bury to  co-operate  with  them  in  their  plan  of  ordination,  a 
majority  of  the  preachers  withdrew  from  all  connection 
with  him  and  Mr.  Wesley ;  and  choosing  from  their  num- 
ber three  senior  members,  these  last  proceeded  to  what 
they  called  an  ordination  of  the  rest,  by  the  imposition  of 
their  hands ;  and  the  preachers  thus  set  apart  proceeded  to 
baptize  and  administer  the  Lord's  Supper,  wherever  they 
went,  to  those  whom  they  deemed  suitable  recipients. 
Afterward,  Mr.  Asbury,  having  obtained  his  liberty,  visited 
Virginia,  and  by  all  the  address  in  his  power,  with  inde- 

♦  Jarratt'B  Life,  111.  ley,  360, 1 ;  Jarratt's  Life,  111,  MX 

t  Coke  and  More'e  Life  of  Wei-        t  Jarntt'e  Life,  113. 
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fatigable  labour  and  attention,  sacceeded,  at  length,  ia 
bringing  back  the  seceders  one  after  another,  and  by  a 
TOte  of  one  of  the  conferences,  the  ordination  was  declared 
invalid,  and  union  was  restored  ;*  while  to  prevent,  as  far 
as  possible,  a  renewal  of  the  complaint  of  the  want  of  the 
sacraments,  some,  at  least,  of  the  Episcopal  clergy  travelled 
over  large  circuits  for  the  purpose  of  baptizing  the  children 
of  Methodists,  and  administering  the  Eucharist ;  and  con- 
tinued to  do  so  until  the  final  separation  of  the  Methodists 
from  the  church,  without  desiring  or  receiving,  for  the  ser- 
vice, the  smallest  compensation-f 

•  Coke  and  Mon*!  Lift  of  Woo-  f  Jamtt'iLifo,  114 
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CHAPTER  IX. 
1779-1784. 

GeiMTtl  AsMtiment  lor  rappofC  of  the  Clergy  negatived— DtMitaoiM  oActfl 
of  the  Revolution  upon  the  Church — Eaemiet  of  the  Chinch  petition 
for  a  general  Aiaeaement— Legiilative  aanction  to  the  principle  that 
Christianity  ahoold  be  supported  by  the  State,  but  not  any  paiticnlar 
Denomination — Mr.  Henry'a  efforts — His  Christian  Charaele^— Ineai^ 
poratton  of  the  Church — History  of  the  Secession  of  the  Methodists — 
Mr.  Wesley's  Conduct — Consecration  of  Dr.  Coke  considered. 

In  reply  to  the  application  which  we  suppose  to  have  been 
made  to  the  people  for  their  sentiments,  various  answers 
were  sent  in :  some  expressed  the  opinion,  *^  that  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  free  from  the  errors  of  popery,  and  a  general 
contribution  for  the  support  thereof,  ought  to  be  established 
from  a  principle  of  public  utility;  and  prayed  that  the 
reformed  Protestant  religion,  including  the  different  denom- 
inations thereof,  with  a  general  assessment  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  same,  might  be  established."  Others  asked  for 
the  passage  of  the  bill  precisely  as  set  forth ;  while  another 
class  asked  for  its  rejection,  and  suggested  such  a  religious 
establishment  as  they  supposed  would  be  beneficial.* 
Amid  these  conflicting  opinions  it  was  difficult  to  determine 
what  was  the  popular  will ;  and  this  legislative  expedient, 
which  could  only  serve,  if  successful,  injudiciously  to  shift 
to  the  shoulders  of  some  of  the  people  a  responsibility 
which  should  fearlessly  have  been  met  by  their  representa- 
tives, terminated  in  making  more  uncertain  that  which 
before  was  dubious  enough. 

See  Journals. 
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Some  of  the  EpisoopaliaDs  ventured  also  (as  the  circum- 
stances presented  a  favourable  opportunity)  once  more 
to  solicit  security  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  church  property. 
Their  application  extended  no  further ;  for  with  the  expe- 
rience of  the  past  still  dwelling  freshly  in  their  rcmem- 
brance,  and  with  the  opposition  of  their  enemies  increased 
rather  than  abated,  they  could  scarcely  have  hoped  for  an 
entire  restoration  to  all  the  privileges  which  they  had  lost 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  extent  of  their  application, 
nothing  aeems  to  have  been  gained  by  it ;  and  indeed  the 
only  legislation  of  this  year  which  affected  the  church»  ap- 
pears to  have  afiected  it  injuriously. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  first  assembly  of  1776, 
the  question  whether  support  should  be  given  to  the  clergy 
by  general  assessment,  or  by  leaving  them  to  voluntary 
contribution,  was  purposely  left  open  and  its  decision  de- 
ferred to  some  future  occasion.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  the  distinguished  individual  who  was  the  leader  in 
securing  the  adoption  of  the  measures  already  detailed, 
entertained  the  belief  that  it  would  be  no  difficult  task  to 
completCi  at  a  future  session,  the  work  whicb  he  had  begun; 
and  to  negative  the  plan  of  a  general  assessment  for  the 
support  of  Christianity :  nor  would  his  expectations  in  this 
particular  have  been  disappointed,  but  for  a  circumstance, 
recorded  by  himself  as  having  interposed  obstacles.  In 
liis  chief  object,  that  of  giving  a  death  blow  to  the  legalized 
superiority  of  the  establishment  over  all  other  denomina- 
tions of  Christians,  he  was  very  cordially  supported  by  a 
large  body  of  allies  who  belonged  to  the  dissenting  inters 
est ;  but  when  that  great  end  was  once  attained,  and  every 
religious  society  stood  upon  the  same  level,  the  question  in 
dispute  assumed  to  these  allies  a  very  different  aspect,  and 
they  deserted  the  standard  under  which  they  had  before 
acUeved  their  victory.  They  had  prostrated  the  church, 
they  had  proved  themselves  to  be  not  at  all  reluctant  to 
strip  her  clergy  of  that  competent  maintenance  which  was 
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secured  to  them  by  the  possession  of  property ;  bat  they 
now  manifested  an  aversion,  more  natural  than  consistent, 
to  being  left  to  find  a  precarious  support  for  themselves  in 
the  tender  mercies  of  a  set  of  voluntary  contributors : 
they  were,  therefore,  the  advocates  of  a  general  assess- 
ment ;*  and  the  manner,  almost  approaching  to  querulous- 
ness,  in  which  this  desertion  is  recorded,  accompanied  as  it 
IS  by  an  insinuation  as  to  the  motives  of  the  deserters,  jus- 
tifies the  suspicion  that  the  defection  was  felt  to  be  ungen- 
erou8.t  The  impartial  reader  of  a  future  day  will  prob- 
ably conclude  that  it  was  a  game,  not  unskilfully  played 
on  either  side,  in  which  the  troops  outwitted  the  general. 

At  any  rate,  it  is  our  province  to  record  the  fact,  that  in 
each  successive  meeting  of  the  legislature  from  1776  to 
1779,  this  questio  vexaia  was  brought  up  for  discussion,  and 
the  friends  of  voluntary  contribution,  apprehensive  prob- 
ably of  a  final  vote  against  them,  laboured,  and  not  without 
success,  to  suspend  the  decision  from  time  to  time,  and  leave 
the  matter  to  be  debated  anew  in  the  succeeding  year.  In 
1779,  all  things  being  now  ready  for  a  final  vote,  the  ques- 
tion was  settled  against  the  system  of  a  general  assessment, 
and  the  establishment  was  finally  put  down4 

The  Baptists  were  the  principal  promoters  of  this  work, 
and  in  truth  aided  more  than  any  other  denomination  in  its 
accomplishmenL  Their  historian  boasts  that  they  alone 
were  uniform  in  their  efforts  to  destroy  the  system  of  an 
assessment  and  introduce  the  plan  of  voluntary  contribu- 
tion ;  that  in  the  other  denominations  there  was  much  divis- 
ion of  sentiment  between  ministers  and  people,  and  that 
remonstrance  came  at  last  from  none  but  Baptists.§  Whe- 
ther this  be  so  or  not,  it  is  very  certain  that  in  the  associations 
of  that  sect  held  from  year  to  year,  a  prominent  subject  of 
discussion  always  was,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  carrying  on 


*  See  the  Journal!.  t  lUd.;  4  Bark,  877. 
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the  war  against  the  former  establishment*  After  their 
final  success  in  this  matter  of  voluntary  contribution,  their 
next  efibrts  were  to  procure  a  sale  of  the  church  lands : 
thisy  however,  it. seems,  was  not  undertaken  without  some 
misgivings  of  its  propriety ;  for  when  the  question  was  pat 
in  their  **  general  committee,''  whether  the  glebes  were 
public  property,  it  was  settled  in  the  affirmative  by  a  ma- 
jority of  but  one  vote.  That  one  vote  sealed  the  fate  of 
the  church  lands ;  for  the  efforts  of  the  Baptists  never 
ceased,  until,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  the  glebes  were 
sold.t 

The  history  of  the  church  for  the  next  few  years,  pre- 
sents a  picture  of  but  little  variety ;  when  we  catch  a  new 
feature  in  it,  it  is  but  to  remark,  that  it  is  in  melancholy 
keeping  with  the  rest,  and  differs  only  by  the  introduction 
of  a  deeper  shade.  With  roofless  and  deserted  churches, 
with  broken  altars,  and  a  clergy,  some  of  whom  were  re* 
duced  to  the  hard  alternative  of  flight  or  starvation,  it  may 
readily  be  conceived  what  was  its  suffering  condition.  It 
existed,  but  more  than  that  can  hardly  be  said  of  it  with 
truth.  On  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1783,  precisely  eight 
years  after  the  first  effusion  of  blood  at  Lexington,  peace 
was  proclaimed  to  the  American  army  by  order  of  the 
commander-in-chief.  Time  was  now  afforded  to  men  to 
direct  their  attention  to  the  permanent  establishment  of 
such  institutions,  civil  and  religious,  as  might  comport  with 
their  desires,  or  views  of  duty.  Much  was  to  be  done: 
and  rejoicing  with  thankfulness  as  now  we  may,  in  the  pres- 
ent prosperity  of  the  church  in  Virginia,  it  is  well  to  look 
back  on  its  condition  as  it  emerged  from  the  revolution, 
and  by  a  contemplation  of  the  difficulties  which  stood  in 
the  way  of  its  resuscitation,  be  moved  to  the  exercise  of 
gratitude.  When  the  colonists  first  resorted  to  arms,  Vir- 
ginia, in  her  sixty-one  counties,  contained  ninety-five  par- 

•  Bioipl*,  64,  e6^  70,  71,  7S.  t  IU&  79,  74. 
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ishes,  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  churches  and  chapels,  and 
ninety-one  clergymen.*  When  the  contest  was  over,  she 
came  out  of  the  war,  with  a  large  number  of  her  churchea 
destroyed  or  injured  irreparably,  with  tweoty«three  of  ber 
ninety-five  parishes  extinct  or  forsaken,  and  of  the  remain- 
ing seventy-two,  thirty-four  were  destitute  of  ministerial 
services;  while  of  her  ninety-one  clergymen,  twenty-eight 
only  remained,  who  had  lived  through  the  storm,  and  these, 
with  eight  others  who  came  into  the  state  soon  after  the 
struggle  terminated,  supplied  thirty-six  of  the  parishes.  Of 
these  twenty-eight*  fifteen  only  had  been  enabled  to  con- 
tinue in  the  churches  which  they  supplied  prior  to  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities;  and  thirteen  had  been  driven 
from  their  cures  by  violence  or  want,  to  seek  safoty  or 
comfort  in  some  one  of  the  many  vacant  parishes,  where 
they  might  hope  to  find,  for  a  time  at  least,  exemption  from 
the  extremity  of  suflfering.f 

For  the  destruction  of  the  sacred  edifices,  most  of  which 
were  substantial  buildings  of  brick,  every  fair  allowance 
should  be  made  because  of  the  confusion  and  lawless  state 
of  afifairs  inseparable  from  war.  The  buildings  were  in 
some  instances  required  by  the  necessities  of  the  public, 
and  appropriated  to  objects  foreign  from  the  purpose  of 
their  erection ;  it  was  not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at, 
that,  if  used  at  all,  they  should  sustain  injury  at  the  hands 
of  a  soldiery  which,  like  all  others,  was  not  remarkable  for 
a  reverence  of  things  sacred.  But  there  was  often  a  wan- 
tonness  in  the  injury  done,  a  deliberate  desecration,  which 
admits  of  no  apology,  and  offers  no  better  excuse  than  that 
it  was  the  work  of  passionate  ignorance,  which  identified 
the  very  ^  stones  of  the  temple"  with  support  to  the  crown 
of  England.    The  evidences  of  this  work  of  needless  ruin 

*  MS.  lilt  of  parifhes  and  tncam-        f  This  itatement  i«  deriTad  firaai 
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are  still  Titible  bat  too  often  in  Eastern  Virginia.  It  if 
acaroelj  possible  for  the  Chnrchman,  even  now,  to  look 
without  tears  upon  the  venerable  remains  of  mouldering 
churches  which  nfieet  his  eye  in  the  **  ancient  dominion.*  As 
he  gases  upoo  the  roofless  walls,  or  leans  upon  the  little 
remnant  of  railing  which  once  surrounded  a  now  deserted 
chancel,  as  he  looks  out  through  the  openings  of  a  broken 
wall  upon  the  hillocks  under  which  the  dead  of  former 
years  are  sleeping,  with  no  sound  to  disturb  his  melancholy 
musings  save  the  whispers  of  the  wind  through  the  leaves 
of  the  forest  around  him,  he  may  be  pardoned  should  he 
drop  a  tear  over  the  desolated  house  of  God ;  and  if  he  be 
a  pious  Churchman,  the  wreck  around  him  may  awaken 
thoughts  of  submission  and  humiliation,  which  will  send 
him  from  the  spot  a  sadder  and  a  better  man. 

In  the  midst  of  such  ruin  as  has  been  described,  the  little 
remnant  of  the  clergy  looked  around  them  in  vain  for  those 
who  were  to  repair  the  waste  places  over  which  they  could 
do  nothing  but  weep.  Funds  were  required  to  reboikl 
ruined  edifices,  but  they  knew  not  whence  these  funds  were 
to  be  derived.  Sorely  smitten  by  poverty,  they  had  not 
even  the  ordinary  alleviations  of  hope  to  cheer  them,  for 
there  was  a  prejudice  against  them  and  the  church*  harder 
to  encounter  than  poverty.  They  were  not  certain  that 
they  possessed  even  the  right  to  repair,  for  it  was  not  set- 
tled that  the  ownership  of  the  property  should  continue  in 
the  church.  They  had,  it  is  true,  some  friends,  warm  and 
able  friend^  who^  occupying  stations  which  they  honoured 
by  talent,  were  not  backward  to  assert  their  claims  in  the 
halls  of  legislation :  but  they  had  also  enemies  possessed  of 
talent  and  influence ;  and  these  last,  if  they  did  not  lead, 
were  sustained  by  popular  opinion,  though  there  is  reason 
to  think  that  that  which  sustained  them  was  in  part  at  least 
created  by  them. 

These,  then,  were  the  difficulties  which  the  Churchmen 
of  Virginia  had  to  encounter,  and,  for  the  present,  they 
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■eem  to  have  thought  that  they  could  do  but  little  more 
than  patieotly  wait  until,  in  the  progress  of  events^  ProTi- 
dence  should  make  their  way  plain  before  them.  It  was 
Dot  long  before  they  were  enabled  to  make  their  first  step 
forward.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  party  opposed  to 
a  general  assessment  for  the  support  of  the  clergy,  bad 
finally  succeeded,  in  1770,  in  the  establishment  of  the  oppi^ 
site  system  of  voluntary  contribution.  Whether  the  ex* 
periment  had  resulted  unfavourably  to  the  growth  of  re- 
ligion among  the  people,  or  had  materially  impaired  the 
means  of  their  teachers,  is  not  known ;  but  from  some 
cause,  the  discovery  seems  to  have  been  made,  that  if  the 
clergy  were  retained  at  all,  it  was  best  to  make  such  pro- 
vision for  their  necessities  as  would  be  permanent  and  cer* 
tain.  Accordingly,  in  the  assemblies  of  1784,  (for  there 
were  two,)  a  number  of  petitions,  from  difierent  counties 
of  the  state,  in  which  Churchmen  and  some  of  the  members 
of  other  religious  societies  united,  was  presented  to  the 
legislature,  praying  that  **  as  all  persons  enjoyed  the  benefit 
of  religion,  all  might  be  required  to  contribute  to  the  ex- 
pense of  supporting  some  form  of  worship  or  other.*** 

The  substance  of  these  petitions  forms  a  part  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  times :  that  from  the  Protestant  E(Hscopal 
church  set  forth  that  '*  their  church  laboured  under  many 
inconveniences  and  restraints,  by  the  operation  of  sundry 
laws  in  force,  which  direct  modes  of  worship,  and  enjoin 
the  observance  of  certain  days,  and  otherwise  produce 
embarrassment  and  difficulty;  and  praying  that  all  acts 
which  direct  modes  of  faith  and  worship,  and  enjoin  the 
observance  of  certain  days,  may  be  repealed ;  that  the 
present  vestry  laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended ;  that  the 
churches,  glebe  lands,  donations,  and  all  other  property 
heretofore  belonging  to  the  established  church,  may  be  for 
ever  secured  to  them  by  law ;  that  an  act  may  pass  to  io* 

•  Will's  Lift  olHfiurf,  sei ;  JouniJf  of  ITBi- 
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corporate  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia,  to 
enable  them  to  regulate  all  the  spiritual  concerns  of  that 
church,  alter  its  form  of  worship,  and  constitute  such 
canons*  by-laws,  and  rules  for  tlie  government  and  good 
order  thereof,  as  are  suited  to  their  religious  principles ; 
and  in  general,  that  the  legislature  will  aid  and  patronise 
the  Christian  religion.** 

From  another  portion  of  the  inhabitants  came  a  state- 
ment to  this  eflect :  **  that  they  are  of  opinion,  a  reasonable 
and  moderate  contribution  of  the  people  for  the  support  of 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  Christian  religion  in  the 
public  worship  of  God,  is  essential  to  the  good  order  and 
prosperity  of  the  commonwealth,  and  praying  that  an  act 
may  pass  to  that  efiect** 

The  memorial  of  **  the  united  clergy  of  the  Presbyterian 
church"  is  worthy  of  notice.  It  protests  against  incorpo- 
rating religious  societies ;  and  while  tliey  disapprove  of 
l^islative  interference,  in  **  the  spiritual  concerns  of  re- 
ligion," yet,  abandoning  their  former  ground,  they  add,  **  a 
general  assessment  for  its  support  ought  to  be  extended  to 
those  who  profess  the  public  worship  of  the  Deity,  and  are 
comprised  within  the  Bill  of  Rights." 

From  the  inhabitants  of  Mecklenburg,  Lunenburg,  and 
Amelia  counties,  the  petition  stated,  **  that  they  conceive  the 
stability  of  our  government,  and  the  preservation  of  peace 
and  happiness  among  the  individuals  of  it,  depend,  in  a 
great  measure,  on  tlie  influence  of  religion,  without  which, 
no  government,  however  wisely  formed,  can  long  exist ; 
that  they  consider  its  rapid  declension,  within  a  few  years, 
as  prooeeding  from  the  inattention  of  the  legislature,  which 
has  an  undoubted  right  to  compel  every  individual  who 
partakes  of  those  blessings,  which  are  originally  derived 
from  it,  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  it,  and  praying  that 
an  act  may  pass  for  a  general  assessment  for  that  purpose, 
and  for  securing  to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  the 
property  vested  in  it* 
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There  were  petitions  of  an  oppotite  character,  which 
prayed  ^  that  no  step  might  be  taken  in  aid  of  religion,  bat 
that  it  might  be  left  to  its  own  superior  and  succetsful 
influence.'** 

The  committee,  to  whom  these  petitions  were  referred, 
reported  a  bill,  the  preamble  to  which,  it  will  be  seen,  re- 
cognises as  true  two  important  principles  connected  with 
a  subject  of  peculiar  delicacy  in  the  United  States.  These 
two  principles  are  these :  first,  that  the  state  ought  to  give 
the  sanction  of  its  support  to  the  general  diSusion  of  Chris- 
tian knowledge ;  and,  secondly,  that  it  ought  not  to  give 
its  countenance  to  any  distinctions  of  pre-eminence  among 
different  societies  professing  to  be  Christian.  There  may 
be  those  who  will  deem  these  two  propositions  incompati- 
ble ;  such,  however,  was  not  the  judgment  of  some  of  the 
wisest  and  the  best  of  Virginia's  early  statesmen.  The 
bill  is  entitled,  *'  A  bill,  establishing  a  provision  for  teachers 
of  the  Christian  religion,"  and  the  preamble  is  as  follows : — 
**  Wliereas,  the  general  diffusion  of  Christian  knowledge 
hath  a  natural  tendency  to  correct  the  morals  of  men,  re- 
strain their  vices,  and  preserve  the  peace  of  society;  which 
cannot  be  effected  without  a  competent  provision  for  learned 
teachers,  who  may  be  thereby  enabled  to  devote  their  time 
and  attention  to  the  duty  of  instructing  such  citizens,  as 
from  their  circumstances  and  want  of  education  cannot 
otherwise  attain  such  knowledge ;  and  it  is  judged  such 
provision  may  be  made  by  the  legislature,  without  counter- 
acting the  liberal  principle  heretofore  adopted,  and  intended 
to  be  preserved,  by  abolishing  all  distinctions  of  pre-emi- 
nence among  the  different  societies  or  communities  of 
Christians,  be  it  enacted,"  d&c.  The  bill  required  of  all 
persons,  subject  to  taxes,  to  declare,  at  the  time  of  giving 
in  a  list  of  their  tithables,  to  what  religious  society  their  as- 
iments  should  be  appropriated ;  and  in  the  event  of  their 

•  Joumab  of  1714. 
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fiuling  to  do  tOt  the  sums  assessed  were  to  be  paid  to  the 
treasurer,  and  applied  by  the  legislature  to  the  support  of 
seminaries  of  leamiDg  in  the  counties  from  which  the  as- 
sessments  might  be  paid.  This  bill  received  the  warm 
support  of  Patrick  Henry,  whose  powers  had  been  exer- 
cised so  unfortunately  for  the  church  on  a  previous  occa^ 
sion.  And  according  to  the  journal  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates, it  appears  to  have  passed  to  a  second  reading  in  that 
body,  after  which,  it  was  engrossed  and  sent  abroad  through 
the  state,  to  collect  the  opinions  of  the  people  upon  the  pro* 
priety  of  its  passage  at  the  succeeding  session  of  the  legis- 
lature  ;*  at  that  session  it  was  rejected ;  and  its  failure  may 
be  in  part  owing  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Henry  had  ceased  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Houscf  The  church  shared  in  com- 
mon with  all  other  religious  denothinations,  whatever  evils 
may  have  resulted  from  the  rejection  of  this  bill ;  but  there 
was  another  measure  adopted  at  this  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture, from  which  she  derived  a  benefit,  destined,  however, 
to  be  of  but  short  continuance. 

A  resolution  was  reported  by  the  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  common- 
wealth, that  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  **  acts  ought 
to  pass  for  the  incorporation  of  all  societies  of  the  Christian 
religion,  which  may  apply  for  the  same ;"  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  nearly  one-third  of  the 
House.  Here  again  Mr.  Henry  gave  to  the  measure  hit 
powerful  support;  and  we  learn,  from  his  accomplished 
biographer,  that  his  votes  on  these  two  measures  formed 
the  foundation  of  a  charge  against  Mr.  Henry  of  advocating 
the  re-establishment  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church. 

Against  this  accusation,  be  has  already  been  defended 
with  a  success  which  is  complete ;  and  if  there  be  any- 
thing to  regret  in  the  language  which  has  been  used  by  hia 
amiable  and  gifted  biographer,  in  setting  forth  that  defence^ 

•  JoaiMb  of  17B4.  1  Wiit*f  Life  of  Heniy,  SSS. 
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it  18  to  be  found  in  the  statement  which  represents  ICr* 
Henry  as  a  believer  in  Christianity,  without  having  a  prefer- 
ence for  any  of  the  forps  in  which  it  is  presented.*    Chris* 
tianity,  to  be  worth  anything,  must  assume  some  distinct 
form  of  profession :  it  is  a  practical  principle^  and  worship 
constitutes  one  of  its  essential  features.    He  therefore  who 
acts  upon  its  principles,  cannot  be  indiflbrent  to  the  pecih 
liarities  which  mark  his  system  of  doctrine,  or  express  hit 
feelings  of  devotion.     To  each  individual,  his  religion  must 
be  something,  not  general  but  particular,  and  all  experience 
has  shown  that  the  avowal  merely  of  Christianity  in  gen- 
eral, as  to  all  practical  effects,  is  ordinarily  equivfdent  to 
an  avowal  of  no  Christianity  at  all.     The  biographer  of 
Mr.  Henry  has  recently  gone  down  to  the  grave*  amid  the 
regrets  of  his  countrymen,  honoured  for  his  talents,  and 
what  is  better  still,  respected  for  his  piety.    The  latter 
years  of  his  life  afibrd  a  striking  illustration  of  that  change 
in  his  sentiments,  upon  the  point  in  discussion,  which  was 
produced  by  Christianity.    He  died  in  the  Presbyterian 
communion,  for  which  he  had,  by  becoming  a  member*  ex- 
pressed his  honest  preference.     He  had  learned  more  of 
Christianity  than  he  knew  when  he  wrote  the  life  of  his 
distinguished  countryman.    Inten(.ionally,he  was  incapable 
of  misrepresentation,  his  hand  would  not  have  deliberately 
penned  what  he  did  not  believe;  and  yet  his  statement  as 
to  Mr.  Henry  is  inaccurate,  for  he  was  very  far  from  having 
no  preferences  in  his  religion.    He  was,  from  his  heart,  an 
Episcopalian ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  of 
the  man,  whose  splendid  talents  alone  placed  him  among 
the  first  of  his  countrymen,  that  there  was  a  consistency  and 
humility  in  his  Christian  character  which  formed  his  highest 
honour.     It  has  been  said  that  he  was  an  unbeliever  at  one 
period  of  his  life.    On  the  authority  of  his  own  family,  the 
assertion  is  denied.f    "  He  ever  had  a  great  abhorrence  of 

*  Wirt^s  Lift  of  Patrick  Henry,    femion,  containinff  iDfoimation  of 
36S.  Mr.  Henry,  deriTM  from  hii  widow 
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infidelity,  and  a'^tiirlly  wrote  an  answer  to  Painc's  *Age  of 
Reason/  but  destroyed  it  before  his  death ;  he  received 
the  communion  as  often  as  an  opportunity  was  oflered ;  and 
on  such  occasions,  alwavs  fasted  until  after  he  had  received 
the  sacrament, and  spent  ihe  day  in  the  greatest  retirenient. 
This  he  did,  both  while  he  was  governor  and  afterward.'' 

A  touching  anecdote,  illustrative  of  his  humility,  is  re- 
corded by  his  biographer,  for  the  introduction  of  which 
here  no  apology  can  be  necessary.  In  the  spring  of  1790, 
when  Mr.  Henry  was  verging  towards  his  threescore  and 
ten  years,  the  political  aspect  of  affairs  induced  him  to 
forego  the  comforts  of  his  retirement,  and  to  be  presented 
as  a  candidate  for  the  House  of  Delegates.  *'  On  the  day 
of  the  election,  as  so<in  as  he  appeared  on  the  ground,  he 
was  surrounded  by  the  admiring  and  adoring  crowd,  and 
whithersoever  he  moved  the  concourse  followed  him.  A 
preacher  of  the  Baptist  church,  whose  piety  was  wounded 
by  this  homage  paid  to  a  mortal,  asked  the  people  aloud, 
'  Why  they  thus  followed  Mr.  Henry  t  Mr.  Henry,'  said 
be, '  is  not  a  god  T  '  No,'  said  Mr.  Henry,  deeply  affected 
both  by  the  scene  and  the  remark,  *  no,  indeed,  my  friend, 
I  am  but  a  poor  worm  of  the  dust ;  as  fleeting  and  unsub- 
stantial as  the  shadow  of  the  cloud  that  flics  over  your 
fields,  and  is  remembered  no  more.'  The  tone  with  which 
this  was  uttered,  and  the  look  which  accompanied  it, 
affected  every  heart  and  silenced  every  voice.  Envy  and 
opposition  were  disarmed  by  his  humility ;  the  recollection 
of  his  past  services  rushed  upon  every  memory,  and  he 
*  read  his  history'  in  their  swimming  eyes."* 

We  know  not  how,  more  appropriately,  to  terminate  this 
passing  notice  of  a  great  and  a  good  man,  than  by  present^ 
ing  his  dying  testimony  in  favour  of  that  Christianity  which 
he  so  consistently  professed.  '*  I  have  now,"  says  he,  in 
bis  last  will, "  disposed  of  all  my  property  to  my  family. 

•  Wirt's  Life  of  H«ni7,406. 
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There  is  one  thing  nnore  I  wish  I  could  give  them,  and  that 
is  the  Christian  religion.  If  they  have  that,  and  I  had  not 
given  them  ne  shilling,  they  would  be  rich ;  and  if  they 
have  not  that«  and  I  had  given  them  all  this  world,  they 
would  be  poor.** 

The  church  may  be  grateful  that  she  could  number  such 
a  man  as  Mr.  Henry  among  her  members.  The  state 
which  gave  birth  both  to  him  and  his  biographer,  should 
rejoice  in  the  thought,  that  the  lustre  of  splendid  talents 
in  two  of  her  most  gifted  sons,  was  brightened  by  the 
lustre  of  humble  piety ;  and  this  digression  will  not  be 
useless,  should  the  examples  it  presents  impress  upon  the 
reader  the  thought,  that  Christianity  crowns,  with  new 
honours,  exalted  station  on  earth,  and  qualifies  for  the  en- 
joyment of  a  more  exalted  station  still  in  heaven* 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  touching  the  incorpo- 
ration of  such  religious  societies  as  might  apply  for  it,  an  op- 
portunity was  afforded  to  the  church  of  acquiring  and  hold- 
ing property  by  applying  for  an  act  of  incorporation;  and  on 
the  same  day  which  witnessed  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
leave  was  given  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  incorporation  of 
the  clergy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Henry 
was  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
the  enactments  of  which  were  substantially  as  follows  :— 

The  minister  and  vestry  of  each  parish  already  in  being, 
or  thereafter  to  be  established,  were  made  a  body  corpo- 
rate, and  as  such,  each  parish  was  authorized  to  have,  hold, 
use,  and  enjoy  all  glebe  lands  already  purchased,  all 
churches  and  chapels  already  built,  with  the  burying- 
grounds  belonging  to  them,  and  all  such  as  were  contracted 
for  and  begun  before  the  first  of  January,  1777 ;  to  be  held 
for  the  use  of  the  respective  parishes,  together  with  all 
books,  plate,  and  ornaments,  and  every  other  thing,  the 
property  of  the  late  established  church.  And  it  was  also 
enacted,  that  in  all  proceedings  of  ministers  and  vestries  a 
majority  of  votes  should  decide,  nor  should  the  minister  in 
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mny  case  be  permitted  to  interpose  his  veto  on  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  corporation. 

The  ministers  and  vestries  thus  incorporated  were 
allowed  to  acquire,  use,  and  enjoy  property,  provided  the 
income  thence  arising  did  not  exceed  eight  hundred  pounds 
per  annum. 

The  minister,  or,  in  case  of  his  absence,  the  churchwar- 
dens, were  to  call  meetings  of  the  corporators  when  neces- 
sary, and  seven  were  competent  to  transact  any  business, 
except  to  demise,  alien,  or  lease  the  church  property ;  in 
which  cases  a  majority  of  the  whole  was  necessary.  They 
bad  power  to  make  their  own  regulations  for  the  manage- 
ment of  their  temporal  concerns,  and  to  the  vestry  solely 
belonged  the  disposition  and  ordering  of  all  payments  of 
the  moneys  of  the  church,  by  officers  of  their  own  appoint- 
ment. 

In  cases  where  parishes  were  vacant,  and  there  were  no 
oninisters  or  vestrymen,  power  was  given  to  any  two  rep- 
utable inhabitants,  members  of  the  Episcopal  church,  to 
call  together  all  Episcopalians  resident  within  that  parish, 
and  they  were  authorized,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  to  elect 
twelve  able  and  discreet  men,  members  of  the  church,  who 
should,  when  elected,  be  a  vestry  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses. 

Elections  of  vestrymen  were  to  be  held  on  the  Monday 
of  Easter  week  in  every  third  year  thereafter,  for  ever: 
they  were  to  be  held  at  the  parish  church,  or  some  other 
convenient  place  in  the  parish ;  their  number  was  to  be 
twelve,  and  no  person  in  the  parish  was  entitled  to  a  vote, 
who  did  not  profess  himself  to  be  a  member  of  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  church,  and  contribute  to  its  support.  The 
vestrymen  elected,  before  entering  upon  their  duties,  were 
required  to  subscribe  a  declaration  to  be  conformable  to  the 
doctrine,  discipline,  and  worship  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal church.  They  were  then  to  appoint,  from  their  own 
body,  two  churchwardens,  and  had  power  to  fill  any 
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vacancies  among  themselves  until  the  sueceeding  triennid 
election. 

Each  vestry  was  required,  once  in  three  years,  to  exhibit 
upon  oath  to  the  court  of  the  county  in  which  the  pari^ 
was  situated,  an  account  and  inventory  of  all  the  properly 
of  their  church,  real  and  personal,  together  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  annual  revenue  thence  arising;  and  in  case  of 
failure  to  perform  this  duty  within  twelve  months  after  the 
appointed  time,  the  vestry  were  to  pay  one  hundred  pounds 
ibr  the  use  of  the  state,  and  on  a  second  failure,  to  forfeit 
their  privileges  as  a  corporation.  Wherever  the  annual 
income  was  reported  to  exceed  eight  hundred  pounds,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  court  to  report  the  same  to  the  gover- 
nor, to  be  laid  by  him  before  the  next  General  Assembly. 

All  former  laws  made  for  the  government  of  the  church 
or  clergy,  during  the  colonial  existence  of  the  state,  were 
repealed,  and  the  church  was  thenceforth  autliorixed,  in 
conventions  held  as  oflen  as  she  might  deem  necessary,  to 
regulate  all  her  religious  concerns,  settle  all  matters  touch- 
ing doctrine,  discipline,  and  worship,  and  make  such  rules 
as  she  saw  fit  for  orderly  and  good  government.  The  con- 
vention was  to  be  composed  of  all  ministers  of  the  church, 
ex  officio,  and  of  two  laymen  from  each  parish,  to  be 
chosen  by  their  respective  vestries.  Forty  persons  were 
necessary  to  constitute  a  convention,  and  it  was  expressly 
provided  that  no  law  should  be  made  whereby  a  clergyman 
might  be  received  into,  or  removed  from,  a  cure  contrary 
to  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  vestry.  The  ministers 
and  laymen,  assembled  in  general  convention,  had  the  power, 
however,  upon  good  cause  shown,  to  remove  from  any 
parish  a  minister  who  was  accused  of  unworthy  behaviour, 
or  neglected  the  duties  of  his  office.* 

It  cannot  escape  observation,  that  this  law  manifests,  on 
the  part  of  the  laity,  a  suspicious  jealousy  of  the  clergy ;  it 

*  11  Hmnn^»  StatotM,  at  lu|tt,  SSS. 
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had  been  engendered  by  a  sad  experience  of  the  past,  and 
therefore  the  laity  kept  the  purse-strings  in  their  own  hands* 
But,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  trifling  exceptions,  the  law  is 
equitable ;  it  was  designed  to  provide  permanently  for  the 
support  of  faithful  ministers,  but  it  meant  also  to  preserve 
a  salutary  check  upon  laziness  and  wickedness.  A  pastor, 
conscientiously  disposed  to  discharge  his  duty,  might  live 
happily  and  comfortably  under  such  a  law;  and  we  hear  of 
no  complaints  made  by  the  clergy  of  that  day  against  its 
provisions.  Its  passage  was  hailed  with  thankfulness,  and 
a  day  of  brightness  seemed  about  to  dawn  upon  the  tem- 
poral interests  of  the  church. 

But  contemporaneously  with  the  circumstances  just 
related,  an  incident  occurred  which  was  afterward  to  aid 
in  dissipating  the  short-lived  joy  which  the  incorporation  of 
the  church  had  occasioned.  Up  to  this  time,  the  Methodists 
had  continued  in  alliance  with  the  church,  and  professed  to 
consider  themselves  as  a  part  of  it ;  but  the  time  had  now 
come  for  their  final  separation  from  it  The  incipient 
steps  in  this  business  are  thus  related  by  two  of  the  histo- 
rians of  Methodism.*  "  When  peace  was  established  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  States,  the  intercourse  was 
opened  between  the  societies  in  both  countries.  Mr.  Wes- 
ley then  received  from  Mr.  Asbury  a  full  account  of  the 
progress  of  the  work  during  the  war ;  and  especially  of 
the  division  which  had  taken  place,  and  the  difficulties  he 
met  with  before  it  was  healed.f  He  also  informed  Mr. 
Wesley  of  the  extreme  uneasiness  of  the  people's  minds 
for  want  of  the  sacraments :  that  thousands  of  their  chil- 
dren were  unbaptized  ;  and  the  members  of  the  society  in 
general  had  not  partaken  of  the  Lord's  Supper  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Wesley  then  considered  the  subject,  and  in- 
formed Dr.  Coke  of  his  design  of  drawing  up  a  plan  of 
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charch  government,  and  of  establishing  an  ordhiatioii  for 
his  Annerican  societies.  But,  cautious  of  entering  on  so 
new  a  plan,  he  afterward  suspended  the  execution  of  his 
purposes,  and  weighed  the  whole  for  upward  of  m  year. 
At  the  conference  held  in  Leeds,  1784,  he  declared  his 
intention  of  sending  Dr.  Coke  and  some  other  preachers  to 
America.  Mr.  Richard  Whatcoat  and  Mr.  Thomas  Vasey 
offered  themselves  as  missionaries  for  that  purpose,  and 
were  accepted.  Before  they  sailed  Mr.  Wesley  abridged 
the  common  prayer  book,  and  wrote  to  Dr.  Coke,  then  in 
Liondon,  desiring  him  to  meet  him  in  Bristol  to  receive 
fuller  powers,  and  to  bring  the  reverend  Mr.  Creighton 
with  him.  The  doctor  and  Mr.  Creighton  accordingly  met 
him  in  Bristol,  when,  with  their  assistance,  he  ordained 
Mr.  Richard  Whatcoat  and  Mr.  Thomas  Yasey  preAytetM 
for  America,  and  did  afterward  ordain  Dr.  Coke  nq^erm^ 
iendent^  giving  him  letters  of  ordination  under  bis  hand 
and  seal,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  letter  to  be  printed  and 
circulated  in  America.''  To  this  statement  it  should  here 
be  added,  that  Dr.  Coke  also  wrote  to  Mr.  Wesley  urging 
him  to  ordain  him  bishop.*  On  the  third  of  November, 
1784,  Dr.  Coke  arrived  in  New- York,  and  on  the  fourteenth, 
met  Mr.  Asbury  for  the  first  time,  who,  upon  bearing  of 
the  new  plan,  expressed  strong  doubts  about  it,t  which  by 
some  means  or  other  were  soon  removed,  as  subsequent 
events  proved.  On  Christmas  eve  a  general  conference 
of  the  Methodists  assembled  by  appointment  at  Baltimore, 
by  which  a  circular  letter  from  Mr.  Wesley,  of  which  Dr. 
Coke  was  the  bearer,  dated  September  10th,  1784,  was 
published,  from  which  the  following  extracts  are  presented. 
The  letter  is  addressed  to  Dr.  Coke,  Mr.  Asbury,  and  our 
brethren  in  America. 

"  By  a  very  uncommon  train  of  providences,  many  of 

•  Sea  Vinuteh«ad*s  Life  of  Wee-  f  Coke'e  Journal, 
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the  provioeet  of  North  America  are  totally  disjoined  from 
their  mother  coantry,  and  erected  into  independent  states. 
The  English  government  has  no  authority  over  them,  either 
civil  or  ecclesiastical,  any  more  than  over  the  states  of 
Holland.  A  civil  authority  is  exercised  over  them,  partly 
by  the  congress,  partly  by  the  provincial  assemblies.  But 
no  one  either  exercises  or  claims  any  ecclesiastical  au- 
thority at  alL  In  this  peculiar  situation,  some  thousands 
of  the  inhabitants  of  these  states  desire  my  advice,  and 
in  compliance  with  their  desire  I  have  drawn  up  a  little 
sketch. 

^  For  many  years  I  have  been  importuned,  from  time  to 
time,  to  mcercise  the  right  of  ordaining  part  of  our  travel- 
ling preachers.  But  I  have  still  refused :  not  only  for  peace' 
sake,  but  because  I  was  determined,  as  little  as  possible,  to 
violate  the  established  order  of  the  national  church  to  which 
I  belonged. 

^  But  the  case  is  widely  different  between  England  and 
North  America.  Here  there  are  bishops  who  have  a  legal 
jurisdiction.  In  America  there  are  none,  neither  any  parish 
ministers ;  so  that  for  some  hundred  miles  together,  there 
is  none  either  to  baptize,  or  to  administer  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per. Here,  therefore,  my  scruples  are  at  an  end;  and  I 
conceive  myself  at  full  liberty,  as  I  violate  no  order,  and 
invade  no  man's  right,  by  appointing,  and  sending  labourers 
into  the  harvest 

**  I  have  accordingly  appointed  Dr.  Coke  and  Mr.  Francis 
Asbury  to  be  joint  superintendents  over  our  brethren  in 
North  America ;  as  also  Richard  Whatcoat  and  Thomas 
Tasey  to  act  as  elders  among  them,  by  baptizing  and  ad- 
ministering the  Lord's  Supper.  And  I  also  advise  the  elders 
to  administer  the  Supper  of  the  Lord  on  every  Lord's 

day. 

**  If  any  one  will  point  out  a  more  rational  and  scriptural 
way  of  feeding  and  guiding  those  poor  sheep  in  the  wilder- 
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DOM,  I  will  gladly  embrace  it    At  preaent  I  cannot  aee 
any  better  method  than  that  I  have  taken."* 

The  appointment  merely  of  Mr.  Asbory  doea  not  aeem 
to  have  been  deemed  lufficient  to  confer  upon  him  any  new 
powers,  and  accordingly  we  find  him  receiving  soch  ordi- 
nation to  the  offices  of  deacon  and  priest  as  Dr.  Coke  could 
bestow,  and  afterward  obtaining  from  the  same  hands  what 
was  deemed  a  consecration  to  the  episcopate.  Tlie  use  of 
the  phrase,  superintendent,  was  ere  long  discontinued*  and 
that  of  bishop  (which  has  ever  since  been  retained)  was 
substituted  for  it.  The  separation  between  the  church  and 
Methodists  was  made  entire  by  the  circumstances  just  re- 
lated, and  it  is  not  here  necessary  to  pursue  further  the  his- 
tory of  the  latter ;  there  are,  however,  certain  facts  ooq- 
nected  with  the  transaction  which  form  a  part  of  its  true 
history,  and  which,  therefore,  it  would  be  wrong  to  with- 
hold. 

The  plan  of  ordination  and  church  government  which 
Mr.  Wesley  so  appropriately  termed  new,  does  not  appear, 
from  the  account  of  Dr.  Coke,  to  have  been  communicated 
by  Mr.  Wesley  to  the  conference  prior  to  its  execution ; 
he  declared  his  intention  simply  of  sending  Dr.  Coke  and 
other  ministers  to  America.  In  &ct,  we  are  elsewhere 
tdd  that  information  of  its  actual  execution  was  never 
given  to  the  conference  until  1786,f  before  which  time, 
probably,  intelligence  of  the  act  had  reached  them  from 
America.    It  was  therefore  the  act  of  Mr.  Wesley  alone. 

It  was  an  act,  upon  the  pn  priety  of  which  he  took  no 
counsel  with  his  most  intimate  friends.  His  brother,  Mr. 
Charles  Wesley,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Chandler,  written  in 
1785,  thus  expresses  himself: — 

**  I  can  scarcely  yet  believe,  that  in  his  eighty-second 

*  Coke  anil  Mort's  Lift  of  Wee-        t  Myle^s  Chronological  Hiatoiy  of 
ley,  S5S.  the  Methodicta,  168. 
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year,  my  brother,  my  old  intimate  friend  and  companion, 
sboold  have  asaumed  the  episcopal  character,  ordained 
elders,  conaecrated  a  bishop,  and  sent  him  to  ordain  the 
by  preachers  in  America*  I  was  then  in  Bristol,  at  his 
elbow ;  yet  he  never  gave  me  the  least  hint  of  his  inten- 
tion. How  was  he  surprised  into  so  rash  an  action  7  He 
certainly  persuaded  himself  that  it  was  right." 

The  reasons  assigned  for  the  act,  by  Mr.  Wesley,  were 
not  at  all  times  the  same.  In  his  letter,  as  published  by  the 
conference,  be  stated  that  his  scruples  were  at  an  end,  and 
he  considered  himself  at  full  liberty,  because  America  was 
destitute  of  bishops,  and  belonged  not  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
any  Eingiish  prelate.  On  another  occasion,  when,  at  the 
request  of  Jones  of  Nayland,  inquiry  was  made  of  him 
whether  it  was  true  that  he  had  invested  persons  witli  the 
episcopal  character, and  sent  tliem  to  America;  after  some 
hesitation,  he  admitted  the  fact,  and  assigned  as  a  reason 
for  his  conduct,  that  after  the  revolution  each  denomination 
was  making  efforts  to  swell  its  numbers,  and  the  Baptists 
particularly  were  greatly  increasing,  to  the  injury  of  the 
church.*  He  had,  therefore,  taken  the  step  with  the  hope 
of  preventing  further  disorders. 

If  the  object  of  Mr.  Wesley  was  to  secure  to  America 
the  episcopate,  the  course  pursued  was  rendered  unneces- 
sary by  existing  circumstances.  Dr.  Seabury  of  Connecti- 
cut had  been  nearly  two  years  in  England  soliciting  epis* 
copal  consecration,  and  in  consequence  of  difficulties,  arising 
endrely  from  the  English  law,  was  on  the  point  of  going  to 
Scotland  to  be  consecrated  there,  at  the  very  moment  when 
Mr.  Wesley  laid  his  hands  on  Dr.  Coke :  and  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  Mr.  Wesley  was  ignorant  of  these  facts,  par- 
ticularly as  we  find  them  to  have  been  well  known  to  his 
brother  Charles. 

The  latter  gentleman,  in  the  letter  to  Dr.  Chandler, 

Y 
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already  referred  to,  speaking  of  the  American  Methodists^ 
uses  this  language : — ••  How  have  they  been  betrayed  into 
a  separation  from  the  Church  of  Efigland,  which  their 
preachers  and  they  no  more  intended  than  the  Methodist* 
here  T  Had  they  had  patience  a  little  longer,  they  would 
have  seen  a  real  primitive  bishop  in  America,  duly  conse- 
crated by  three  Scotch  bishops,  who  had  their  consecra- 
tion from  the  English  bishops,  and  are  acknowledged  by 
them  as  the  same  with  themselves*  There  is,  therefore. 
Dot  the  least  diflference  between  the  members  of  Bishop 
Seabury's  church  and  the  members  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. I  bad  the  happiness  to  converse  with  that  truly 
apostolic  man,  who  it  esteemed  by  aH  that  know  him,  as 
much  as  by  you  and  me.  He  told  me  that  he  lo<iked  upon 
the  Methodists  in  America  as  sound  members  of  the  church, 
and  was  ready  to  ordain  any  of  their  preachers  whom  he 
should  find  duly  qualified."  In  point  of  fact,  Bishop  Sea- 
bury  had  received  consecration  on  the  fourteenth  of  No- 
vember, when  the  conference  assembled  at  Baltimore,  on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  the  succeeding  month. 

Without  intending,  by  these  remarks,  to  disparage  John 
Wesley,  (a  man  whose  zeal,  whose  talents,  and  whose 
efforts  exerted  perseveringly  in  the  cause  of  religion,  should 
cover  many  faults,)  we  feel  ourselves  constrained  to  adopt 
an  opinion  which  seems  to  have  assumed,  at  least,  the 
shape  of  a  suspicion  in  the  mind  of  his  brother.  With  an  in- 
tellect enfeebled  by  the  weight  of  four  score  and  two  years, 
he  was  seduced,  by  those  who  would  use  his  vast  influence 
for  purposes  of  their  own,  into  the  adoption  of  a  plan  which 
the  better  judgment  of  his  more  vigorous  understanding 
had  more  than  once  rejected*  It  is  believed  to  have  been 
the  contrivance  of  a  few  individuals,  who  took  advantage  of 
the  infirmities  of  age,  to  procure  from  the  dying  ruler  a 
decree  which  should  transmit  the  sceptre  to  themselves. 
There  are  others  more  deserving  of  censure,  in  this  trans- 
action, than  John  Wesley ;  and  such  seems  to  have  been  the 


opinion  of  his  brother,  and  two  at  least  of  his  biographers.* 
Ambition  was  gratified  at  the  price  of  a  separation  be- 
tween those  who  should  never  have  been  severed,  and  of 
whom,  it  is  at  least  pleasant  to  indulge  the  hope  that  the 
<lay  may  yet  come,  when  they  shall  again  be  one. 

*  See  Dr.  Whitehea<re  and  Mr.  H«mp«<m*f  Lives  of  Weeley.  The 
former  fentlemeo,  speaking  of  the  consecration  of  Dr.  Coke,  remarks,  **  thai 
the  person  who  advised  the  measure,  wotild  be  proved  to  have  been  a  felon 
to  Methodism,  and  to  have  stack  an  assassin's  knife  into  the  vitals  of  it« 
hodj. 


ft 


172  PROTBSTAIIT    BFIBCOPAL   CHUBCH  [^^^^ 


CHAPTER  X. 
1784-1789. 

Enmitj  of  Pretbjterians  and  Baptifts  to  the  Church — ^Act  for  etCabliahing 
religioui  Freedom — Mr.  Jeflenon — Mr.  Mndiaon's  Memorial  First  Con- 
Tention  of  the  Church  in  1 785^ AddreMi  of  the  Con?cntioD  to  Charch- 
men — Meant  proposed  for  support  of  the  Clergy — Canons  of  the  Charch— 
Dimsipline — Church  in  Virginia  declines  receiving  Holy  Onlera  from  Den- 
mark— First  General  Convention  ;  Virginia  represented  there— Conduct 
of  Virginia  Church  on  the  proposed  Articles  of  Union — Inatmction  to 
Virginia  Delegates  to  General  Convention  of  1785— Bapiista  and  Pret- 
byterians  ask  for  the  Property  of  the  Church — **  The  proposed  Book** — 
Articles  of  Religion — Decision  of  Virginia  on  **  The  proposed  Book"  and 
Articles — Dr.  Griffith  elected  first  Bishop  of  the  Church  in  Virginia — 
Mistake  concerning  his  Election  rectified — Instructions  of  Virginia  Con- 
▼ention  to  Delegates  to  General  Convention  of  1789— Kj^peal  of  the  Act 
of  Incorporation — General  Conventions  of  1786 — Proceedings  of  Vir- 
ginia thereon — Remedies  adopted  to  supply  the  want  of  Act  of  Incorpo- 
ration— Address  of  the  Convention  of  1787  to  the  Church — Dr.  Griffith 
not  consecrated — Causes  thereof — Early  eflforts  of  Virginia  in  behalf  of 
Clerical  Education — Case  of  Discipline. 

Scarcely  had  the  church  begun  to  reap  the  bcDefits 
resulting  from  its  incorporation  By  the  legislature,  before  it 
was  again  assailed.  The  pre&bytery  of  Hanover,  in  the 
same  year  in  which  the  act  of  incorporation  was  passed, 
presented  a  memorial  to  the  legislature  complaining  of  the 
peculiar  privileges  which  the  church  was  said  thereby  to 
obtain.  It  was  stated  that  she  could  *'  receive  and  possess 
property  without  trouble  or  risk  in  securing  it ;  while  other 
Christian  communities  were  obliged  to  trust  to  the  preca- 
rious fidelity  of  trustees  chosen  for  the  purpose/'  It  was 
in  vain  to  answer  that  there  was  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
incorporation  for  the  Presbyterian  church ;  that  the  legis- 
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lature  was  ready  and  willing  to  coDfer  on  it  every  privilege 
which  it  had  conferred  on  any  other  religioui  society.  And 
when,  at  the  next  socoeeding  session  of  the  legislature,  a 
bill  was  introduced  for  the  incorporation  of  other  denomi- 
nations of  Christians,  the  presbytery  of  Hanover  petitioned 
that  it  might  not  pass,  oigected  to  it  as  contrary  to  their 
views  of  propriety,  and  actually  declined  taking  any  benefit 
of  incorporation  under  it,  should  it  become  a  law.*  It  will 
scarcely  be  thought  strange  that  this  manifestation  of  a 
willingness  to  forego  what  they  themselves  owned  to  be  a 
benefit,  because  obliged  to  share  it  with  Episcopalians^ 
should  have  been  construed,  as  it  was,  into  a  settled  deter« 
mination,  if  possible,  to  destroy  the  Episcopal  church 
entirely* 

How  far  the  decided  opposition  of  the  Presbyterians  and 
Baptists  to  any  act  which  might  benefit  the  Episcopal 
church,  may  have  influenced  the  legislature,  it  is  impossible 
to  say.    There  was,  however,  in  that  body,  an  individual 
of  great  influence,  of  whom  (if  his  own  writings  may  be 
conndered  sufficient  testimony)  it  is  not  injustice  to  say, 
that  he  would  have  thought  it  no  honour  to  be  suspected  of 
a  belief  in  Christianity ;  and  in  eradicating  what  he  thought 
a  pestilent  error,  he  probably  was  not  unwilling  to  avail 
himself  of  all  the  aid  which  these  petitions  against  the 
church  could  possibly  afibrd.    There  is  reason  in  his  case, 
therefore,  to  believe  that  under  cover  of  an  attack  upon  a 
religious  establishment,  a  blow  was  aimed  at  Christianity 
itsel£    Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  an  act  was 
passed  by  the  legislature  of  1785,  which  was  viewed  by 
many  as  utteriy  subversive,  in  its  declarations,  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  and  called  forth  at  the  time  the  severe  ani- 
madversions of  some  who  still  reverenced  the  faith  of  the 
apostfe8.t    '^^  ^u  ^  ""  ^^^  ^^^  establishing  Religious 

*  8m  Uia  JoonuOs  of  1784.  act  for  the  establishmtnt  of  religioas 

t  Connderationa  on  an  act  of  the    freedom.    By  a  citiien  of  Philadcl- 
lagialMn  of  Viigiiiim  antitM  An    pbia.    17B6. 
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Freedom,**  drawn  by  Mr.  Jefierson,*  and  preceded  by  a 
memorial  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Madison,  which  is  supposed 
to  have  led  to  the  passage  of  the  law.  It  is,  however,  due 
to  the  last  named  gentleman  to  state  that  his  production  is 
not  an  attack  upon  Christianity ;  but  very  forcibly  presents 
objections  to  religions  establishments  in  general ;  in  the  op- 
position to  wl  ich  it  is  believed  that  a  large  majority  of  his 
countrymen,  if  not  all  of  them,  would  be  found  to  concur. 
It  is  no  part  of  our  province,  however,  to  enter  upon  a  full 
discussion  of  the  principles  avowed  in  either  of  these  docu- 
ments ;  our  duty  now  is  simply  to  present  such  ftcts  as 
will  enable  the  reader  to  form  his  own  opinion. 

The  memorial  was  presented  to  the  legislature  of  1786, 
as  has  been  stated,  and  offered  substantially  the  following 
views : — that  religion  must  be  left  to  the  conviction  and  con- 
science of  every  man,  and  that  his  right  to  determine  the 
question  of  his  religion  is  inalienable ;  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  man  to  render  to  his  Creator  such  homage  as  he 
thinks  will  be  acceptable  to  him  ;  that  every  man  on  enter- 
ing society  reserves  his  allegiance  to  the  Universal  Sove- 
reign; and,  consequently,  that  in  matters  of  religion  no 
man's  rights  can  be  abridged  by  the  institutions  of  civil 
society :  hence  it  is  argued  that  if  religion  be  exempt  from 
the  interference  or  authority  of  society  at  large,  a  fortiori 
it  must  be  from  that  of  the  legislative  body.  The  memo- 
rial further  stated,  that  it  was  proper  vigilantly  to  guard 
against  the  first  experiment  upon  our  liberties ;  and  that  if 
Christianity  might  be  established,  the  power  by  which  it 
was  done  was  competent  also  to  establish  one  sect  in  pre- 
ference to  another ;  and  that  such  preference  violates  that 
equality  which  ought  to  be  the  basis  of  every  law,  for  all 
men  enter  society  upon  equal  conditions.  It  was  urged 
also  that  the  civil  magistrate  is  not  a  competent  judge  of 
religious  truth,  nor  has  he  a  right  to  employ  religion  as  an 

*  1  JefftnKm'f  Works,  p.  SO; 
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engine  of  civil  policy.  It  is  an  unhallowed  penrenion  of 
the  means  of  salvation.  Again,  Christianity  does  not  re- 
quire an  establishment  to  support  it  It  has  no  dependance 
upon  the  power  of  this  world  ;  and  the  effect  of  establish* 
ments  is  to  corrupt  religion.  Neither  does  civil  govern- 
ment require  the  aid  of  an  establishment.  A  law  making 
an  establishment  is  but  the  signal  for  persecution ;  its  ten- 
dency is  to  banish  a  portion  of  the  citizens,  and  destroy 
moderation  and  harmony;  it  is  therefore  adverse  to  the 
diffusion  of  Christianity ;  and  unless  such  a  law  is  clearly 
demanded  by  a  majority  of  the  citizens,  its  tendency  is  to 
enervate  the  laws  and  thus  weaken  the  bands  of  society. 

The  act  for  the  establishment  of  religious  freedom  was 
passed  the  twenty-sixth  of  December,  1785,  and  is  in  these 
words : — 

**  Whereas  Almighty  God  hath  created  the  mind  free : 
that  all  attempts  to  influence  it  by  temporal  punishments  or 
burdens,  or  by  civil  incapacitations,  tend  only  to  beget 
habits  of  hjrpocrisy  and  meanness,  and  are  a  departure 
from  the  plan  of  the  holy  Author  of  our  religion;  who 
being  Lord  both  of  body  and  mind,  yet  chose  not  to  propa- 
gate it  by  coercions  on  either,  as  was  in  his  almighty  power 
to  do :  that  the  impious  presumption  of  legislators  and 
rulers,  civil  as  well  as  ecclesiastical,  who  being  themselves 
but  &llible  and  uninspired  men,  have  assumed  dominion 
over  the  faith  of  others,  setting  up  their  own  opinions  and 
modes  of  thinking  as  the  only  true  and  infallible,  and  as  such 
endeavouring  to  impose  them  on  others,  hath  established 
or  maintained  fiJse  religions  over  the  greatest  part  of  the 
world,  and  through  all  time :  that  to  compel  a  man  to  fur- 
nish contributions  of  money  for  the  propagation  of  opinions 
which  he  disbelieves,  is  sinful  and  tyrannical :  that  even  the 
forcing  him  to  support  this  or  that  preacher  of  his  own 
religious  persuasion,  is  depriving  him  of  the  comfortable 
liberty  of  giving  his  contributions  to  the  particular  pastor 
whose  morals  he  would  make  his  pattern,  and  whose  pow- 
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0ri  be  feels  most  pefioasive  to  righteoosoesi^  and  is  whb- 
drmwing  from  the  ministry  those  temporal  rewards*  whieh» 
iwroceeding  from  an  approbation  of  their  personal  oonduet» 
are  an  additional  indtement  to  earnest  and  unremitting 
labours  for  the  instraction  of  mankind :  that  onr  civB  rights 
have  no  dopendance  on  our  religious  opinions,  any  mom 
tban  our  opinions  in  physic  and  geometry :  that  therefore 
Ibe  proscribing  any  citizen  as  unworthy  of  the  publie  eon- 
lUence,  by  laying  upon  him  an  incapacity  of  being  called 
to  offices  of  trust  and  emolumenty  unless  he  profess  or  re- 
nounce this  or  that  religious  opinion,  is  depriving  him  injo* 
riously  of  those  privileges  and  advantages  to  which,  in 
common  with  his  fellow-citiienst  he  has  a  natoral  right: 
that  it  tends  only  to  corrupt  the  principles  of  that  religion 
it  is  meant  to  encourage,  by  bribing  with  a  monopoly  of 
worldly  honours  and  emoluments  those  who  will  eztertelly 
profess  or  conform  to  it:  that  though  indeed  those  an 
criminal  who  do  not  withstand  such  temptation,  yet  neither 
are  those  innocent  who  lay  t  e  bait  in  their  way  ;  that  to 
sttfier  the  civil  magistrate  to  intrude  his  powers  into  the 
field  of  opinion,  and  to  restrain  the  profession  or  propaga- 
tion of  principles  on  suspicion  of  their  ill  tendency  is  a 
dangerous  fiillacy,  which  at  once  destroys  all  religious 
liberty ;  because,  he  being,  of  course,  judge  of  that  ten- 
dency, will  make  his  opinions  the  rule  of  judgment,  and 
approve  or  condemn  the  sentiments  of  others  only  as  they 
shall  square  with  or  diflbr  from  his  own :  that  it  is  time 
enough  for  the  rightful  purposes  of  civil  government  for  ite 
officers  to  interfere,  when  principles  break  out  into  overt 
acts  against  peace  and  good  order ;  and,  finally,  that  truth 
is  great  and  will  prevail  if  left  to  herself,  that  she  is  the 
proper  and  sufficient  antagonist  to  error,  and  has  nothii^ 
to  fear  from  the  conflict,  unless  by  human  interposition  die* 
armed  of  her  natural  weapons,  free  argument  and  debatOt 
errors  ceasing  to  be  dangerous  when  it  is  permitted  freely 
to  contradict  them : 
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**  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  that 
no  man  shall  be  compelled  to  frequent  or  support  any  reli* 
gious  worship,  place,  or  ministry  whatsoever*  nor  shall  be 
enforced,  restrained,  molested,  or  burdened  in  his  body  or 
goods,  nor  shall  otherwise  suffer  on  account  of  his  religious 
opinions  or  belief;  but  that  all  men  shall  be  free  to  profess, 
and  by  argument  to  maintain  their  opinions  in  matters  of 
religion,  and  that  the  same  shall  in  nowise  diminish,  en* 
large,  or  aflfect  their  civil  capacities. 

'^And  though  we  well  know  that  this  assembly,  elected 
by  the  people  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  legislation  only, 
have  no  power  to  restrain  the  acts  of  succeeding  assemblieS| 
constituted  with  powers  equal  to  our  own,  and  that  there* 
fore  to  declare  this  act  irrevocable  would  be  of  no  effect  in 
law,  yet  we  are  free  to  declare  and  do  declare  that  the 
rights  hereby  asserted  are  of  the  natural  right  of  mankind, 
and  that  if  any  act  shall  be  hereafter  passed  to  repeal  the 
present,  or  narrow  its  operation,  such  act  will  be  an  in- 
fringement of  natural  right.''* 

The  inconsistency  of  this  latter  clause,  witli  some  of  the 
principles  avowed  in  the  very  argumentative  preamble  to 
this  law,  will  not  escape  the  attention  of  the  observant 
reader*  A  solemn  protest  against  any  change  in  a  law 
which,  certainly  in  effect^  establishes  a  certain  set  of 
opinions  as  the  only  orthodox  standard  of  religious  senti- 
ment, comes  with  peculiar  ill  grace  from  those  who  des» 
cant  upon  *Mhe  impious  presumption  of  legislators  and 
rulers,  who,  being  themselves  but  fallible  and  uninspired 
men,  have  assumed  dominion  over  the  faith  of  others,  setp 
ting  up  their  own  opinions  and  modes  of  thinking  as  the 
only  true  and  infallible,  and  as  such  endeavouring  to  im« 
pose  them  upon  others  through  all  time." 

There  is  an  air  of  self-satisfaction  with  which  the  author 
of  this  law  records  the  fact  of  his  having  prepared  it,  which 

*  RtriMd  Cods  of  VirgliiU,  vol  L  p.  41. 
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leaves  no  doubt  that  in  the  review  of  his  political  career, 
bis  mind  dwelt  with  peculiar  complacency  upon  this  inci* 
dent  of  his  lire:  he  informs  us  that  the  law  was  *"  drawn  in 
all  the  latitude  of  reason  and  right ;"  that  it  met  with  some 
opposition,  but  finally  passed  ;  and  in  the  spirit  of  exulta- 
tion, which  he  cannot  conceal,  at  the  success  of  his  effort  to 
degrade  Christianity  to  a  level  with  the  creed  of  Mecca, 
he  proceeds  to  relate  with  approbation  a  circumstance 
clearly  indicative  of  his  design  to  heap  dishonour  upon  the 
fiiith  of  Christians.      We  are  informed  by  him  that  an 
amendment  was  proposed  to  the  preamble  by  the  insertion 
of  the  name  of  our  Saviour  before  the  words  **  The  holy 
Author  of  our  religion  ;"  this  could  at  most  have  had  no 
other  effect  upon  the  enacting  clause,  but  that  of  granting 
the  utmost  freedom  to  all  denominations  professing  to  awn 
and  worship  Christ,  without  affording  undue  preference  to 
any ;  and  against  this,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  object : 
certain  it  is,  that  more  than  this  had  never  been  asked  by 
any  religious  denomination  in  Virginia,  in  any  petition  pre- 
sented against  the  church :  the  public,  therefore,  would 
have  been  satisfied  with  such  an  amendment ;  the  proposed 
alteration,  however,  was  rejected,  and  it  is  made  the  sub- 
ject of  triumph  that  the  law  was  left,  in  the  words  of  its 
author,  **  to  comprehend  within  the  mantle  of  its  protection, 
the  Jew  and  the  gentile,  the  Christian  and  Mohammedan, 
the  Hindoo,  and  infidel  of  every  denomination."*     That 
these  various  classes  should  have  been  protected,  both  in 
person  and  property,  is  obviously  the  dictate  of  justice,  of 
humanity,  and  of  enlightened  policy,  but  it  surely  was  not 
necessary  in  securing  to  them  such  protection,  to  degrade, 
not  the  establishment,  but  Christianity  itself  to  a  level  with 
the  voluptuousness  of  Mohammed,  or  the  worship  of  Jug- 
gernaut :  and  if  it  be  true  that  there  is  danger  in  an  estab- 
lished alliance  between  Christianity  and  the  civil  power, 

•  JtflhVKMi's  Woifcs,  Tol.  I  pp.  S6,  87. 


r 


2  765.]  IN  VIRGINIA*  179 

let  it  be  remembered  that  there  is  another  alliance  not  less 
fatal  to  the  happiness,  and  subversive  of  the  intellectual 
freedom  of  man — it  is  an  alliance  between  the  civil  author^ 
ity  and  infidelity :  which,  whether  formally  recognised  or 
not,  if  permitted  to  exert  its  influence,  direct  or  indirect, 
will  be  found  to  be  equally  ruinous  in  its  results.  On  this 
subject,  revolutionary  France  has  once  read  to  the  world 
an  impressive  lesson,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  not 
speedily  be  forgotten. 

The  course  of  our  narrative  has  now  brought  us  to  the 
first  convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  ia 
Virginia,  which  was  held  after  the  war  of  the  revolution* 
It  assembled  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  on  the  18th  of  May, 
1785,  and  was  attended  by  thirty-six  clergymen  and  sev- 
enty-one laymen :  the  body  was  organized  by  the  unani- 
mous appointment  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Madison,  president  of 
William  and  Mary  College,  as  the  presiding  officer,  and 
the  Rev.  Robert  Andrews  as  secretary;  and  several  topics 
of  interest  awaited  the  consideration  of  the  convention. 
Among  these  the  depressed  state  of  the  church  occupied  a 
(MTominent  place,  and  it  was  felt  that  immediate  measures 
were  demanded  to  arouse  the  zeal  and  stimulate  the  efforts 
of  every  Churchman  in  Virginia.  Accordingly,  the  first 
resolution  adopted  by  the  house,  after  resolving  itself  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  upon  the  state  of  the  church,  was, 
^  that  an  address  be  prepared  to  the  members  of  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  church  in  Virginia,  representing  the  con- 
dition of  the  church,  and  exhorting  them  to  unite  in  its  sup- 
port** 

In  this  document,  after  an  allusion  to  the  eternal  interests 
involved  io  the  belief  of  Christianity,  the  convention  pro- 
ceeded to  dwell  upon  the  benefits  which  the  Christian  faith 
conferred  upon  society,  and  appealing  to  the  feelings  of 
those  who  professed  *'  to  be  conscious  of  the  scriptural  au- 
thority of  the  church,''  thus  urged  her  claims :  •*  Of  what  is 
the  church  now  possessed  7    Nothing  but  the  glebes  and 
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your  afiections.  Since  the  year  1776,  she  hath  been  even 
without  regular  government ;  and  her  ministers  have  re- 
ceived but  little  compensation  for  their  services.  Their 
numbers  are  diminished  by  death  and  other  causes,  and  we 
have  as  yet  no  resource  within  ourselves  for  a  succession 
of  ministers.  Churches  stand  in  need  of  repair,  and  there 
is  no  fund  equal  to  the  smallest  want."  Afier  informing 
them  of  the  organization  of  the  church,  it  is  asked,  ^  But 
whither  must  our  labours  tend  without  your  assistance? 
To  contempt,  they  cannot;  for  we  have  the  consciousness 
of  aiming  at  our  common  welfare  alone.  To  almost  every- 
thing under  the  sun  belongs  a  crisis,  which,  if  embraced^ 
stamps  our  endeavours  with  success ;  if  lost,  with  ruin.  In 
this  situation  does  our  church  now  stand.**  **  We  there* 
fore  entreat  you  in  the  mc^st  solemn  manner,  we  conjure 
you  by  all  the  ties  of  religion,  to  co-operate  fervently  in  the 
cause  of  our  church.  Should  these  our  earnest  efforts  be 
abortive,  we  shall  always  with  truth  call  the  Searcher  of 
hearts  to  witness  that  the  downfall  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal church  is  not  to  be  named  among  our  offences,  and 
to  this  admonition  shall  we  ever  appeal."* 

To  remedy  the  evils  which  resulted  from  the  want  of  an 
income  for  the  support  of  the  clergy,  it  was  next  recom- 
mended that  the  several  vestries  throughout  the  state 
should  take  immediate  measures  to  procure,  by  voluntary 
subscriptions,  a  competent  support  for  the  incumbents  of 
their  respective  parishes :  but  the  evil  to  which  the  conven- 
tion seemed  to  be  most  sensibly  alive,  was  the  want  of 
some  one  clothed  with  authority  over  the  clerg}%  and  com- 
petent to  administer  discipline  when  necessary.  Accord- 
ingly* in  this  their  first  convention,  after  appointing  a  stand- 
ing committee,  composed  of  clergy  and  laity,  they  instructed 
them  to  consider  of  the  proper  steps  to  obtain  consecra- 
tion for  a  bishop,  and  of  providing  means  for  his  support, 

*  JoumalfoftlMCiiiiyaitMiiof  1786. 
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and  to  make  report  on  these  subjects  at  the  next  conven- 
tion. And  in  the  interval,  care  was  taken  by  certain  rules 
adopted  for  the  order,  government,  and  discipline  of  the 
church,  to  provide  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their 
duty,  on  the  part  of  the  clergy,  and  to  punish  its  non-per- 
formance. Thus,  it  was  directed  tiint  the  country  should 
be  divided  into  districts ;  that  one  of  the  clergy  of  each  dis- 
trict should  be  appointed  by  the  convention  with  the  title 
ofvisUer^  who  should  preside  in  the  meetings  which  the 
clergy  of  each  district  were  required  to  hold  annually;  and 
that  the  visiter  should  annually  visit  each  parish  in  his  dis- 
trict, should  attend  to  and  inspect  the  morals  and  conduct 
of  the  clergy,  should  see  that  the  rules  of  the  church  were 
observed,  admonish  and  reprove,  privately,  those  clergy- 
men who  were  negligent,  or  acted  improperly,  and  should 
make  to  each  convention  a  report  of  all  offenders  among 
the  clergy,  and  of  the  state  of  each  parish  in  his  district 

No  person  thereafter  was  to  be  permitted  to  enter  upon 
the  pastoral  care  of  any  parish,  who  could  not  produce 
satisfactory  evidence  of  his  moral  and  religious  character 
to  a  committee  appointed  by  the  convention  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Provision  was  also  made  for  the  speedy  trial  of  an  offend- 
ing clergyman,  and  even  the  bishop  (should  they  succeed 
in  obtaining  one)  was  made  amenable  to  the  convention, 
which  was  constituted  a  court  for  his  trial ;  and  from  the 
decision  made  by  that  tribunal,  no  appeal  was  to  be  al- 
lowed. Pluralities  and  non- residence  were  strictly  pro- 
hibited ;  the  use  of  the  surplice  and  gown,  preaching  once, 
at  least,  on  every  Lord's  day,  catechising  the  children,  ad- 
ministering the  Eucharist  at  stated  periods,  and  visiting 
the  sick,  were  positively  enjoined. 

And  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  divine  service  de- 
cently, it  was  also  resolved  that,  for  the  present,  the  liturgy 
of  the  Church  of  England  should  be  used,  with  such  altera- 
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tions  only  as  had  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  American 
revolution. 

The  attention  of  the  convention  was  called  also  to  an- 
other subject.    It  seems  that  soon  after  the  recognition  of 
American  independence,  application  was  made,  by  some 
young  American  gentlemen,  to  the  Bishop  of  London  for 
orders.    Difficulties  arose  from  the  operation  of  certain 
English  statutes,  requiring  of  those  ordained  such  engage- 
ments as  Americans  could  not  take  consistently  with  the 
allegiance  which  they  owed  to  their  own  country.    Mr. 
Adams,  who  was  then  the  American  minister  at  the  court 
of  St.  James,  mentioned  the  case  of  these  young  Americans 
to  the  Danish  minister,  and  he  stated  the  matter  to  his  own 
court    The  subject  was  referred  to  the  theological  faculty 
of  Denmark,  and  the  result  was  the  expression  of  a  willing- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  church,  in  that  country,  to  confer 
orders  on  candidates  from  this.     This  was  communicated 
to  Mr.  Adams  from  the  Count  de  Rosencronc,  privy  coun- 
sellor and  secretary  of  state  to  the  King  of  Denmark ;  and 
was  by  him  communicated  to  the  president  of  the  American 
congress.*    A  copy  of  the  Count  de  Rosencrone^s  letter 
was  sent,  by  order  of  congress,  to  the  executive  authority 
in  each  of  the  states ;  and  at  this  convention,  it  was  laid 
before  the  house,  in  a  communication  sent  to  it  from  the 
Governor  of  Virginia.    The  convention,  however,  while  it 
entertained  and  expressed  a  proper  sense  of  gratitude  to 
the  court  and  church  of  Denmark,  was  not  inclined  to  take 
any  steps,  founded  on  the  communication  received  from 
that  quarter.    To  the  adoption  of  this  course,  they  were 
probably  led  by  the  wish,  in  a  matter  of  much  moment  to 
the  future  harmony  of  the  several  independent  Episcopal 
churches  which  had  been  or  might  be  organized  in  the  dif- 
ferent states  of  the  confederacy,  to  act  with  prudent  cau- 
tion, and  after  consultation  with  Episcopalians  in  other 

«  Biahop  White*!  Mmoirf,  9,  10. 
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parts  of  the  union :  and  it  is  believed  also  that  Virginia 
partook  of  the  feeling  which  was  general  among  Episco- 
paiians  throughout  this  country,  that  the  consecration  of 
American  bishops,  and  obtaining  of  holy  orders,  were  not 
to  be  sought  out  of  England,  until  all  prospect  of  obtaining 
them  there  should  seem  hopeless.* 

The  incipient  steps  had  already  been  taken  for  a  general 
organization  of  the  church ;  and  this  fact  was  known  to  the 
convention  of  Virginia,  for  it  formed  the  basis  of  a  part  of 
her  proceedings  in  this  convention,  which  we  are  now  to 
relate. 

On  the  13lh  of  May,  1784,  a  few  clergymen  from  the 
states  of  New- York,  New-Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania  as- 
sembled, by  appointment,  in  Brunswick,  New-Jersey,  to 
consult  upon  measures  for  the  renewal  of  a  society,  (exist- 
ing before  the  revolution,  under  charters  of  incorporation 
from  the  governors  of  the  states  above  named,)  the  object 
of  which  was  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  support  of  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  deceased  clergymen.  This  was  the  princi- 
pal object  of  the  meeting,  at  which  were  present  nine  clergy- 
men. These  gentlemen  invited  certain  laymen  of  influ- 
ence, who  were  attached  to  the  church,  and  who  happened 
to  be  in  the  town,  to  attend  their  meetings,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  an  ecclesiastical  union  among  the  churches  of  the 
different  states  were  discussed ;  nothing,  however,  was 
done  towards  the  accomplishment  of  such  a  union  beyond 
an  agreement  entered  into  among  the  gentlemen  present, 
to  procure  as  general  an  attendance  as  th^y  could  of  clergy 
and  laity  from  the  different  states,  at  a  meeting  to  be  held 
on  the  sixth  of  the  succeeding  October.  In  that  month,  the 
contemplated  meeting  was  held  in  New- York,  when  gentle- 
men appeared  from  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New- York, 
New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Vir- 

*  Address  of  the  General  ConTention  of  1786,  to  the  English  prelttt*. 
— Journal  of  Oeutnl  ConTention,  1786. 
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ginia.  From  the  last-named  state  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  at^ 
tended.  This  assemblage  was  purely  voluntary ;  and  those 
who  were  present  did  not  profess  to  have  authority  from 
the  churches  in  their  respective  states ;  indeed,  most  of  tho  ' 
clergy  present  received  their  appointments  from  their  re- 
spective congregations,  and  the  utmost  extent  of  power 
possessed  by  any  member  of  the  body  was  to  deliberate 
and  propose.* 

The  result  of  the  deliberations  of  this  body  was  the  pro- 
posal of  certain  principles  of  ecclesiastical  union,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  churches  in  the  several  states,  as  fol« 
lows : — 

1.  That  there  shall  be  a  general  convention  of  the  Epia- 
copal  church  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

2.  That  the  Episcopal  church  in  each  state  send  depu- 
ties  to  the  convention,  consisting  of  clergy  and  laity 

8.  That  associated  congregations,  in  two  or  more  states, 
may  send  deputies  jointly. 

4.  That  the  said  church  shall  maintain  the  doctrines  of 
the  Gospel,  as  now  held  by  the  Church  of  England ;  and 
shall  adhere  to  the  liturgy  of  the  said  church,  as  far  as  shall 
be  consistent  with  the  American  revolution,  and  the  con- 
stitutions of  the  respective  states. 

5.  That  in  every  state,  where  there  shall  be  a  bishop  duly 
consecrated  and  settled,  he  shall  be  considered  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  convention,  ex-officio. 

6.  That  the  clergy  and  laity,  assembled  in  convention, 
shall  deliberate  in  one  body,  but  shall  vote  separately:  and 
the  concurrence  of  both  shall  be  necessary  to  give  validity 
to  every  measure. 

7.  That  the  first  meeting  of  the  convention  shall  be  at 
Philadelphia,  the  Tuesday  before  the  feast  of  St.  Michael 
next.t 

On  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  convention  of  Vir- 

•  Buhop  WhiU'f  Mvmoin,  SS.  f  lb.,  65,  06. 
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ginia,  these  proposals  were  submitted,  and  after  under* 
going  niuch  discussion,  in  a  conimittee  of  the  whole  house^ 
it  was  determined  that  deputies  should  be  sent  from  the 
Virginia  church  to  the  proposed  convention  in  Philadel- 
phia ;  and  that  they  should  be  furnished  with  such  instruc- 
tions for  their  conduct  as  would  leave  the  convention  of 
Virginia  at  liberty  to  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  general  convention.* 

As  to  the  proposed  principles  of  union,  the  conventioDi 
after  the  expression  of  a  willingness  to  unite  in  a  general 
ecclesiastical  constitution  with  the  members  of  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  church  in  the  other  states  of  America,  ac- 
ceded to  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fifth  of  the  articles  pro- 
posed as  the  basis  of  union.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  the 
convention  declined  binding  themselves  upon  the  subject 
embraced  in  it,  until  it  should  have  been  revised  in  the  ap- 
proaching general  convention,  and  reported  to  the  next 
Virginia  convention ;  and  as  to  the  sixth  article,  the  con- 
vention refused  to  accede  to  it,  but  assented  to  the  use  of 
the  mode  of  voting  therein  prescribed  at  the  proposed  gen- 
eral convention,  reserving,  however,  a  right  to  approve  or 
disapprove  of  the  prceedings  of  that  body.  Thus  jealous 
was  the  church  in  Virginia  under  her  new  organization  to 
preserve  the  rights  which  belonged  to  her  as  a  distinct  and 
independent  portion-of  the  church  of  Christ-f 

The  letter  of  instructions  furnished  to  the  reverend  Dr. 
GriflSth,  the  reverend  Mr.  M'Croskey,  John  Page  and  Wil- 
liam Lee,  esquires,  who  were  elected  deputies  to  the  gen- 
eral convention,  was  as  follows : — 

^  During  your  representation  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal church  in  the  general  convention,  we  recommend  to 
your  observance  the  following  sentiments  concerning  doc- 

*  Joomal  of  the  ConTention  of  Virginia,  t  Ibid. 
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trine  and  worship.  We  refer  you«  at  the  same  time,  for 
these  and  other  objects  of  your  mission,  to  our  resolutions 
OD  the  proceedings  of  the  late  convention  at  New- York. 

**  Uniformity  in  doctrine  and  worship  will  unquestionably 
contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
church ;  but  we  earnestly  wish  that  this  may  be  pursued 
with  liberality  and  moderation.  The  obstacles  which  stand 
in  the  way  of  union  among  Christian  societies,  are  too 
often  founded  on  matters  of  mere  form.  They  are  sur- 
mountable, therefore,  by  those  who,  breathing  the  spirit  of 
Christianity,  earnestly  labour  in  this  pious  work. 

*'  From  the  Holy  Scriptures  themselves,  rather  than  the 
comments  of  men,  must  we  learn  the  terms  of  salvation. 
Creeds,  therefore,  ought  to  be  simple ;  and  we  are  not  anx- 
ious to  retain  any  other  than  that  which  is  commonly  called 
the  Apostles'  Creed. 

**  Should  a  change  in  the  liturgy  be  proposed,  let  it  be 
made  with  caution ;  and  in  that  case,  let  the  alterations  be 
few,  and  the  style  of  prayer  continue  as  agreeable  as  may 
be  to  the  essential  characteristics  of  our  persuasion. 

**  We  will  not  now  decide  what  ceremonies  ought  to  be 
retained.  We  wish,  however,  that  those  which  exist  may 
be  estimated  according  to  their  utility ;  and  that  such  as 
may  appear  fit  to  be  laid  aside,  may  no  longer  be  appen* 
dages  of  our  church. 

^  We  need  only  add,  that  we  shall  expect  a  report  of 
your  proceedings  to  be  made  to  those  whom  we  shall  vest 
with  authority  to  call  a  convention."* 

The  deputies  were  also  instructed  to  communicate  to  the 
general  convention  the  contents  of  the  Count  de  Rosen- 
crone's  letter,  and  a  standing  committee  was  appointed,  to 
which,  among  other  powers,  was  confided  that  of  calliqg  a 
convention. 

*  Jodnils  of  ths  Convtntisn  of  11B5. 
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Having  thus  endeavoured  to  give  an  impalse  to  the 
church  under  its  new  organization,  the  convention  ad- 
journed. The  hopes  entertained  of  its  future  prosperous 
pro<!re8s  were,  however,  but  of  short  continuance,  for  its 
enemies  were  not  disposed  to  permit  it  to  pursue  its  course 
in  peace.  The  Presbyterians  and  Baptists  began  to  pre- 
pare and  circulate  for  signatures  memorials  to  the  legisla- 
ture, which  prayed,  not  merely  for  a  repeal  of  the  law  in- 
corporating the  church,  but,  going  beyond  any  former 
petition,  asked  also  that  the  property  of  the  church  might  be 
disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  public** 

While  these  measures  were  in  progress,  the  month  of 
September  arrived,  and  the  proposed  general  convention 
assembled  at  Christ  Church  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia : 
Virginia  was  represented  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  and  John 
Page,  esquire. 

The  most  important  subjects  which  came  before  this 
body  were  the  preparation  of  a  general  ecclesiastical  con- 
stitution, and  the  adaptation  of  the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of 
England  to  the  changes  in  the  American  church,  occasioned 
by  the  revolution.  The  constitution  adopted  by  the  con- 
vention, and  submitted  by  it  to  the  church  in  the  several 
states  for  ratification,  consisted  of  eleven  articles,  and 
formed  the  basis  of  the  present  constitution  of  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  church  in  the  United  States.  By  the  very 
terms  of  the  instrument,  however,  it  was  not  to  become 
obligatory  as  the  fundamental  charter  of  the  church  at 
)arge,  until  it  had  received  the  approbation  of  the  church 
in  the  several  states.! 

The  labours  of  the  convention  in  the  work  of  altering  the 
liturgy,  gave  birth  to  the  publication  of  what  has  ever  since 
been  known,  in  the  American  Episcopal  church,  by  the 
name  of «"  The  Proposed  Book."*  It  was  the  English  Book  of 
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Common  Prayer,  altered,  in  the  first  place,  to  suit  the  change 
in  our  civil  relations ;  but  the  alterations  were  not  confined 
to  this  particular.  The  convention  availed  itself  of  the 
favourable  opportunity  presented  to  revise  the  whole  Book 
of  Common  Prayer  as  used  in  the  Church  of  England,  and 
in  the  review,  saw  fit  to  retain  the  Apostles'  Creed  only,  and 
reduced  the  number  of  articles  to  twenty.  The  proposed 
book,  however,  was  not  set  forth  authoritatively  by  the 
body  which  prepared  it,  but  was  submitted  to  the  church 
in  the  several  states  for  approval.  The  particular  history 
of  this  book  belongs  properly  to  a  future  volume  of  our 
work,  and  it  is  only  necessary  here,  for  the  illustration  of 
the  progress  of  the  Virginia  church,  to  allude  to  the  twenty 
articles  of  religion  as  proposed  to  her  for  adoption. 

The  first  of  these  asserted  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Trin* 
ity,  imbodying  into  one  article  the  substance  of  the  first 
five  in  the  articles  of  the  Church  of  England. 

The  second  was,  '*  of  the  suflSciency  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures  for  salvation,^  and  was  a  transcript  of  the  sixth  arti- 
cle of  the  English  church. 

The  third,  concerning  **  the  Old  and  New  Testament,** 
was  substantially  the  same  as  the  seventh  of  the  English 
church. 

The  fourth  article  asserted  the  truth  of  the  Apostles' 
Creed. 

The  fifth  was  concerning  original  sin,  and  expressed  in 
other  words  the  doctrine  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  Anglican 
church. 

The  sixth, "  of  free  will,"  agreed  with  the  English  article 
on  the  same  subject. 

The  seventh,  on  the  important  doctrine  of  justification, 
was  a  copy  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  parent  church. 

The  eighth,  '*  of  good  works/'  agreed  with  the  English 
article. 

The  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  of  the  Church  of  England 
were  omitted ;  and  the  ninth,  **  of  Christ  alone  without  sin  * 
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did  not  difier  materially  from  the  article  of  the  Church  of 
England  bearing  the  same  title. 

The  tenth,  ''of  sin  after  baptism,^  set  forth  the  doctrine 
on  this  subject  held  by  the  parent  church. 

The  eleventh,  **  on  predestination,'*  though  not  agreeing 
verbatim  with  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, yet  cannot  be  construed  to  teach  any  other  doctrine 
than  that  therein  set  forth. 

The  twelfth  set  forth  the  words  of  the  eighteenth  article 
of  the  English  church,  *'  of  obtaining  eternal  salvation  only 
by  the  name  of  Christ.** 

The  nineteenth,  twentieth,  and  twenty-first  articles  o£ 
the  Church  of  England,  concerning  the  church  and  its  au- 
thority, together  with  the  authority  of  general  councils, 
were  imbodied  in  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  proposed 
book. 

Ontitting  entirely  the  article  concerning  purgatory,  the 
fourteenth  was,  ^  of  ministering  in  the  congregation,**  and 
differed  not  from  the  English  article. 

The  fifteenth,  concerning  *'  the  sacraments,"  was  a  copy 
of  the  first  two  clauses  of  the  English  article  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

The  sixteenth,  "of  baptism,"  and  the  seventeenth,  •* of 
the  Lord's  Supper,"  agreed  with  the  English  articles  on 
those  points. 

The  eighteenth  was  a  reprint  of  the  first  sentence  only 
of  the  thirty-first  article  of  the  English  church,  on  "  the 
one  oblation  of  Christ  finished  upon  the  cross.** 

The  nineteenth,  ''of  consecration  and  ordination,**  adopted 
the  English  ordinal,  with  the  exception  of  such  oaths  as 
were  inconsistent  with  the  change  wrought  by  the  Ameri- 
can revolution. 

The  twentieth  and  last  article  repealed  in  substance  the 
doctrine  of  the  parent  church  on  the  subject  "  of  a  Christian 
man's  oath.*** 

•  Piopoiad  Book. 
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It  was  also  recommeDded  by  the.convention  to  the  sev* 
eral  state  conventions  to  elect  suitable  persons  to  be  recom- 
mended to  the  prelates  of  England  for  consecration  to  the 
episcopate ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  address  the 
archbishops  and  bishops  of  England,  requesting  them  to 
confer  the  episcopal  character  on  such  persons  as  might 
be  elected.* 

The  next  convention  of  the  church  in  Virginia  was  held 
in  Richmond,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1786,  when  the  report 
of  their  representatives  in  the  general  convention,  with  a 
journal  of  the  proceedings  of  that  body,  was  laid  before  it. 
The  first  subject  of  consideration  was  the  proposed  consti- 
tution, which  met,  for  the  most  part,  with  a  ready  adoption. 
The  only  articles  on  which  doubts  were  entertained  were 
those  which  related  to  the  proposed  book,  and  made  its 
use  obligatory  upon  the  church  in  those  states  which  should 
adopt  the  constitution;  these,  however,  after  the  Ihnrgy 
and  articles  were  received,  were  finally  adopted  ;  and  thus 
the  Virginia  church,  which  up  to  this  time  acknowledged 
no  authority  but  that  of  her  own  convention,  by  her  volun- 
tary act,  as  an  organized  independent  church,  expressed 
her  willingness  to  surrender  a  portion  of  her  rights,  and 
come  into  union  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in 
the  United  States. 

The  subject  of  the  proposed  book  led  to  more  discussion 
than  did  the  constitution  ;  and  it  was  found,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  that  there  was  more  conflict  of  opinion  to 
be  reconciled.  The  articles  were  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  while  the  other  fmrts  of  the  book  were  subjected 
to  revision  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house.  After  dis- 
cussions, which  lasted  for  six  days,  the  house  came  to  a 
determination  upon  the  articles,  as  follows : — 

The  first,  "  of  faith  in  the  Holy  Trinity,**  was  adopted. 

The  second,  "  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 

*  Joainal  of  General  Con?estioD,  1785. 
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for  salvation,''  was  amended,  verbally,  without  material 
alteration  of  the  sense,  by  saying  of  the  books  of  Scrip- 
ture, ''of  whose  authority  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  church,'' 
instead  of  "  was  never  any  doubt,"  &c  And  so  much  of 
the  article  as  related  to  the  apocryphal  books  was  stricken 
out 

The  third,  ""of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,"  was 
adopted. 

The  fourth,  "of  the  creed,"  was  altered  by  an  addition. 
It  had  been  proposed  by  the  general  convention,  as  fol- 
lows : — ^"  The  creed,  commonly  called  the  Apostles' Creed," 
&c.:  the  additional  words  inserted  were  ader  the  word 
creed — "  the  creed,  as  contained  in  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  recommended  by  the  late  general  convention^  The 
cause  of  this  insertion  will  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the 
creed,  as  set  forth  by  the  convention,  differed  from  that  in 
the  English  liturgy  in  the  omission  of  the  words,  "  he  de« 
Bcended  into  hell." 

The  fifth  and  sixth  articles, "  of  original  sin"  and  ^of 
free  will,"  were  adopted. 

The  seventh,  '^  of  justification  by  faith,"  was  slightly  al- 
tered :  instead  of  the  expression,  *'  we  are  justified  by  faith 
only,"  it  was  changed  to,  ^we  are  thus  justified  by  faith." 

The  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth,  "of  good  works,"  "of 
Christ  alone  without  sin,"  and  **  of  sin  after  baptism,"  were 
adopted. 

The  eleventh  article, "  of  predestination,"  was  stricken 

out. 

The  twelfth,  ^  of  obtaining  eternal  salvation  only  by  the 

name  of  Christ," 
The  thirteenth,  "  of  the  church  and  its  authority,"  and 
The  fourteenth,  ''of  ministering  in  the  congregation," 

were  adopted. 

The  fifteenth,  "of  the  sacraments,"  was  altered  by  the 

entire  omission  of  the  first  clause,  descriptive  of  the  naturo 

of  a  sacrament 
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The  sixteenth,  "of  baptism,''  declared  that  it  was  "a 
sign  of  regeneration,  or  new  birth,  whereby,  as  by  an  in- 
strument, they  who  receive,"  &c.2  the  words,  "as  by  an 
instrument,**  were  stricken  out. 

In  the  seventeenth,  "  of  the  Lord's  Supper,**  the  second 
clause,  relative  to  transubstantiation,  was  stricken  out. 

The  remaining  articles,  "  of  the  one  oblation  of  Christ 
upon  the  cross,"  "  of  consecration  and  ordination,**  and  "of 
a  Christian  man's  oath,"  were  adopted. 

As  to  the  residue  of  the  book,  the  convention  resolved 
that  it  should  be  approved,  ratified,  and  used,  with  the  single 
exception  of  the  rubric  before  the  communion  service, 
which  excluded  from  the  sacrament  evil  livers.  The  vote 
on  the  adoption  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  when  thirty- 
two  were  found  to  be  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  book, 
and  twenty  against  it ;  among  the  latter  were  four  of  the 
clergy.* 

Pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  the  general  conven- 
tion, it  was  also  determined  to  elect  a  suitable  person  to  be 
recommended  to  the  English  prelates  for  consecration  to 
the  episcopate  in  the  church  of  Virginia  ;  and  the  choice  of 
the  convention  fell  on  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith,  by  a  vote  of 
thirty-two  out  of  forty-nine.f 

This  particularity  of  statement  is  called  for  by  a  sense  of 
justice  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Griffith.  Ata  subsequent  period, 
this  early  instance  of  an  election  to  the  episcopate  was  re- 
ferred to  by  a  portion  of  the  church  in  another  diocess,J  as 
furnishing  an  important  precedent.  Dr.  Griffith  was  never 
consecrated,  from  causes  which  will  hereafter  be  stated,  but 
of  which,  it  is  now  only  necessary  to  say  that  they  touched 
not  the  purity  of  his  Christian  character,  or  the  regularity 
of  his  election.  In  the  diocess  just  referred  to,  however,  a 
mistaken  opinion  was  entertained  by  some  that  he  never 

*  Joonial  of  Virginia  ConventioD,        t  Maryland,  on  occaiion  of  th« 
1 786.  election  of  Dr.  Kemp, 

f  Ibid. 


1780.]  IV  vntanfLu  198 

obtained  consecration,  because  he  had  been  elected  ''in 
haste,  and  without  due  notice."*  The  records  of  the  con* 
yention  conclusively  prove  that  these  opinions  were  entirely 
without  foundation  in  fact ;  and  those  who  knew  Dr.  Grif- 
fith, would  have  found  an  answer  to  the  charge,  had  all 
other  evidence  been  wanting,  in  the  probity  of  a  character 
too  high-minded  and  honest  to  have  sought  or  accepted 
an  elevation  obtained  by  disingenuous  or  dishonourable 
mean8.t 

At  the  same  convention,  two  deputies  were  appointed  to 
the  next  general  convention,  of  whom  Dr.  Griffith  was  onep 
and  they  were  furnished  with  the  following  letter  of  iii> 
structions: — 

**  You  are  instructed  to  move  for  such  alterations  in  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  and  articles  of  religion,  as  shall 
be  agreed  to  by  this  convention,  as  fit  to  be  proposed  to  the 
general  convention. 

^  We  consider  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in 
America  as  an  incorporate  society,  and  therefore  unity 
in  doctrine  and  worship,  its  characteristic;  conformably  to 
this,  you  will  not  carp  at  expression,  nor  carry  your  objec* 
tionsto  unessential  points;  guarding  against  schisms  by 
all  possible  means,  and  giving  our  church  every  benefit  and 
strength  it  can  acquire  from  union. 

**  It  is  superfluous  to  observe  to  you,  that  the  sooner  our 
church  can  have  the  benefit  of  episcopal  superintendence, 
the  nearer  it  will  approach  to  perfection,  and  to  recommend 
to  your  attention  the  aid  of  this  necessary  character.'' 

The  state  was  divided  into  twenty-four  districts,  and  a 
visiter  was  appointed  for  each,  and  the  powers  of  the 
standing  committee  were  specifically  defined ;  they  were 
to  correspond  with  the  bishops  in  Europe,  and  with  any 

•  Bnhop  WhiU'i  Memoin,  171, 307.    t  Es  rtUtiane^  Biibop  WliiU. 
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society  of  the  church  in  the  United  States ;  to  call  meel^ 
ings  of  the  convention  when  necessary;  to  receive  com- 
plaints against  the  clergy,  and  appoint  courts  of  inquiry ; 
to  grant  testimonials  to  all  clergymen,  not  citizens  of  the 
state,  who  might  apply  for  parishes,  and,  during  the  recess 
of  conventions,  to  take  care  generally  of  the  interests  of  the 
church. 

The  efforts  of  the  Presbyterians  and  Baptists  to  pro- 
cure memorials  to  be  presented  to  the  legislature  for  a 
repeal  of  the  act  incorporating  the  church,  and  for  a 
distribution  of  its  property  for  the  public  benefit,  have 
already  I  een  recorded.  The  eonveation  was  not  in- 
sensible to  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  deep- 
seated  hostility  of  these  two  denominations,  and  therefore 
prepared  a  petition  to  the  legislature  to  counteract  the 
efiect  of  their  memorials,  and  recommended  to  the  several 
parishes  to  prepare  and  present  petitions  of  a  similar  char- 
acter. But  it  was  all  in  vain ;  in  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  which  succeeded  the  con- 
vention, these  memorials  and  petitions  were  brought  up  for 
consideration;  and  on  the  fifth  of  December,  1786,  the 
House  of  Delegates,  among  other  resolutions,  adopted  the 
following : — 

"  That  an  act  ought  to  be  passed  to  empower  all  soci- 
eties formed  for  religious  purposes  to  hold  such  property 
as  they  are  now  possessed  of,  to  acquire  property  of  any 
kind,  or  to  dispose  thereof  in  any  manner  that  may  be 
agreeable  to  said  society. 

"  That  the  act  for  incorporating  the  Episcopal  church 
ought  to  be  repealed."* 

On  the  ninth  of  January,  1787,  the  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  these  resolutions  was  passed  by  the  Senate,  and  thus 
became  the  law  of  Virginia.f 

♦  Joani«l  of  HooM  of  Delegate!,        f  Joarnal  of  Senate,  p.  91. 

p»a7. 


t786J]  TK  VIROUOA.  MS 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  object  of  the  enemies  of 
the  church  had  not  been  attained  by  this  law;  they  had 
not  succeeded  in  procuring  a  distribution  of  its  property ; 
they  had  but  lefl  it  to  commence  its  work  anew  in  a  con* 
dition  similar  to  that  in  which  it  stood  at  the  close  of  the 
revolution,  with  this  ditference  in  its  favour,  that  it  had 
assumed  an  organized  form  and  better  knew  its  friends  and 
Us  enemies. 

Before,  however,  we  proceed  to  record  the  steps  taken 
by  the  /church  of  Virginia  to  remedy  the  evils  resulting 
firom  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  it  becomes 
necessary  Jo  the  correct  understanding  of  our  future  nar- 
rative, to  withdraw,  for  a  time,  our  attention  from  Virginia, 
and  fii  it  upon  the  meetings  of  the  general  convention 
which  were  held  in  the  year  1786. 

By  the  constitution  prepared  and  submitted  by  the  gen- 
eral convention  of  the  {u*evious  year,  it  was  provided  that 
the  first  assemblage  of  that  body  under  it  should  take 
place  in  Philadelphia  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  June,  1786, 
and  afterward  triennially,  at  such  place  as  might  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  convention.  Accordingly,  on  the  twentieth 
of  June,  1786,  delegates  appeared  in  Philadelphia  from  the 
ehurches  in  several  of  Xhe  states.  Virginia  was  repre- 
sented by  Dr.  Griffith  and  the  honourable  Cyrus  Griffin, 
the  first  named  of  whom  was  made  president  of  the  con- 
tention. 

It  was  recommended  by  this  body  '^to  the  church  in 
such  of  the  states  as  were  represented,  not  to  receive  to 
the  pastoral  charge  within  their  respective  limits,  clergy- 
men professing  canonical  subjection  to  any  bishop,  other 
than  those  bishops  who  may  be  duly  settled  in  the  states 
represented  in  the  convention  ;"  and  inasmuch  as  a  corres- 
pondence had  been  commenced  with  the  English  prelates 
on  the  subject  of  obtaining  at  their  hands  consecration  of 
bishops  for  America,  it  was  deemed  respectful  to  the  Eng- 
lish beocb,  also  to  recommend  to  the  cbun^b  io  tbe  teyenl 
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States  not  to  admit  any  minister  to  a  cure  who  might  re- 
ceive ordination  from  a  bishop  residing  in  America,  during 
the  pendency  of  the  application  then  before  the  bishops  of 
England. 

The  constitution  which  had  previously  been  submitted 
to  the  church  in  the  several  states  again  came  under  re- 
Tiew,  and  it  was  found,  as  might  reasonably  have  been  anti- 
cipated, that  very  difierent  instructions  had  been  given  by 
the  several  state  conventions  to  their  respective  delegates, 
both  with  respect  to  the  constitution  and  ^the  proposed 
book."  The  wisdom  of  the  excellent  man  who  has  so  long 
and  so  worthily  presided  over  the  councils  of  the  American 
Episcopal  church,  suggested  the  expedient  of  referring  all 
the  memorials  and  communications  from  the  conventions 
of  the  several  states  to  the  first  general  convention  which 
should  assemble  with  sufficient  powers  to  determine  on  the 
same ;  and  by  a  subsequent  resolution  it  was  recommended 
to  the  several  state  conventions  to  empower  their  deputies 
to  the  first  general  convention  which  might  be  held,  after 
a  bishop  or  bishops  had  been  consecrated,  to  confirm  and 
ratify  a  general  constitution  respecting  both  the  doctrine 
and  discipline  of  the  church  in  the  United  States. 

Still,  however,  the  proposed  constitution  was  revised 
and  amended.  This  seems  to  have  been  in  some  degree 
rendered  necessary  by  intimations  in  the  letters  which  had 
been  received  from  the  English  bishops,  objecting,  though 
with  great  kindness,  to  some  of  its  provisions;  and  it  was 
of  course  desirable,  as  far  as  it  could  be  done  with  propri- 
ety, to  remove  every  obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
great  object  of  obtaining  the  episcopate. 

The  convention  adjourned  after  a  session  of  six  days,  to 
meet  at  Wilmington  in  the  state  of  Delaware  when  it 
should  be  necessary.  Letters  having  been  received  from 
the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury  and  York,  enclosing  an  act 
of  parliament  authorizing  the  consecration  of  bishops  for 
the  EjHsoopal  church  in  the  United  States,  the  general  con- 
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▼ention  was  called  together,  and  assembled  at  Wilmington 
OD  the  tenth  of  October,  1780.  At  this  convention  Vir* 
ginia  was  not  represented.  The  communications  from 
England  formed  of  course  the  subject  of  consideration,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  therein  expressed,  an  act 
was  adopted  by  the  convention,  by  which,  among  other 
things,  it  was  determined  to  restore  to  the  Apostlei^  Creed 
tlie  words,  **  i  e  descended  int  hell,**  a  d  to  insert  in  the 
liturgy  the  Nicene  Creed  ;  and  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
was  directed  to  be  transmitted  to  Vii^inia,  accompanied 
with  the  expression  of  a  hope  that  the  church  in  that  state 
would  approve  and  adopt  the  same.  The  convention  then 
proceeded  to  sign  the  testimonials  of  those  who  had  been 
elected  for  consecration;  and  though  Virginia  was  unrepre- 
sented, yet  as  there  was  evidence  of  Dr.  Griffith's  electioUp 
his  testimonials  were  prepared  and  signed  also. 

We  are  now  ready  to  resume  our  narrative  of  the 
progress  of  the  church  in  Virginia.  In  the  month  of  May, 
1787,  the  third  convention  of  that  church  assembled,  but 
not  as  before,  under  an  act  of  incorporation.  According  to 
the  view  then  entertained  of  the  effect  of  the  repeal  of  the 
act,  the  powers  of  government  and  discipline  in  the  church 
had  returned  to  the  members  at  large ;  and  for  the  legiti* 
mate  and  proper  exercise  of  those  powers,  the  members  of 
the  church  in  the  several  parishes  had  been  invited  to  elect 
two  deputies  from  each  parish,  with  full  powers  to  form 
and  establish  such  regulations  for  government,  discipline, 
and  worship,  as  they  might  deem  best,  and  to  provide 
means  for  the  care  and  proper  use  of  such  property  as 
yet  remained  to  the  church.  The  deputies  thus  elected 
formed  the  convention  of  1787 ;  and  the  diminished  number 
of  those  who  thus  came  together  will  justify  the  conjecture, 
that,  disheartened  by  the  persevering  hostility  and  success 
of  their  opponents  of  other  religious  denominations,  a  large 
portion  of  the  church  had  yielded  to  despondency,  and 
looked  upon  further  contest  as  hopeless.    To  sup|dy  the 
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want  of  an  act  of  incorporation,  the  convention  passed  in 
ordinance,  as  they  termed  it,  by  which  they  constituted  the 
vestrymen,  who  had  been  elected  under  the  law  of  incorpo- 
ration, trustees  to  hold  the  glebes  and  other  property,  and 
made  provision  for  the  triennial  election  of  vestrymen 
thereafter;  they  secured  to  such  of  the  clergy  as  had 
glebes,  the  right  of  unmolested  possession  and  enjoyment 
against  the  vestry,  and  gave  to  the  convention  full  powers 
in  all  matters  of  doctrine,  discipline,  and  worship.  They 
re-enacted  also,  in  substance,  the  body  of  canons  which  had 
been  adopted  in  1785;  and  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a 
uniform  mode  of  supporting  the  clergy,  it  was  recom- 
mended to  the  churchwardens  or  trustees  in  the  several 
parishes  to  convene  the  members  of  the  church,  and  call 
upon  them  to  determine  the  amount  of  compensation  which 
they  were  willing  to  aObrd  their  clergyman,  to  make  such 
amount  permanent,  and  by  their  voluntary  consent  to  em- 
power the  vestry  to  receive  annually  the  sum  agreed  upon 
from  the  several  members  of  the  church,  in  proportion  to 
the  tithables  which  each  one  might  possess. 

Having  thus  performed  its  duty,  the  convention  next  ap* 
pealed  to  the  members  of  the  church,  and  asked  for  the  per- 
formance of  theirs  in  the  following  affectionate  terms : — 

^  The  address  of  the  convention  to  the  members  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  Virginia. 

"  We,  your  pastors  and  lay  deputies  in  convention  as- 
sembled, have,  by  the  favour  of  Divine  Providence,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  privilege  secured  by  the  laws  of  our  country, 
to  every  society  of  Christians  of  manai^ing  its  own  tem- 
poral concerns,  and  of  regulating  its  discipline  and  wor- 
ship, instituted  certain  fundanrientai  cnnons,  made  neces- 
sary by  the  repeal  of  the  incorporating  act,  and  have  framed 
rules  for  the  order,  discipline,  and  worship  of  our  church. 
We  think,  however,  that  to  discharge  fully  the  duly  we 
owe  on  this  occasion  to  God  and  to  you,  it  is  incumbent  on 
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us  briefly  to  put  you  in  mind  of  some  things  which  remain 
for  you  to  do,  and  to  which»  IF  you  do  not  attend,  all  our 
lai>our8  here  must  be  inefiectual.  To  render  our  church 
truly  respectable,  and  our  institutions  of  service  to  the 
cause  of  Christianity,  a  general  and  regular  attendance  on 
public  worship,  and  the  constant  practice  of  piety  and  mo* 
rality,  in  all  times  and  in  all  places,  are  indispensable. 
This  is  so  obvious,  that  we  trust  we  need  only  mention  it 
to  you.  A  moderate  but  adequate  provision  for  your 
pastor,  is  another  thing  which  must  claim  your  attention 
and  exertions.  Both  Scripture  and  common  sense  point  out 
this  to  be  your  duty ;  and  the  omission  of  it  involves  con- 
sequences which  no  real  Christian  can  think  of  without 
horror.  The  want  of  proper  teachers  must  be  the  efiect 
of  this  omission ;  and  ignorance  and  error,  with  all  their 
train  of  evils,  will  follow.  The  very  idea  of  being  the 
authors  of  so  great  an  injury  to  the  temporal  and  eternal 
concerns  of  mankind  must  rouse  and  alarm  you ;  and  we 
trust  will  excite  your  most  seriou  endeavours  to  provide 
for  the  preservation  of  the  pure  doctrines  of  religion.  The 
general  aflairs  of  the  church  also  require  from  you  a  small 
contribution.  We  have  been  careful  to  frame  our  institu- 
tions of  a  nature  as  simple  and  unexpensive  as  possible,  but 
we  could  not  constitute  a  church  which  would  call  for  no 
support  from  its  members.  Recommending  these  things 
to  your  attention,  and  you  to  the  Almighty  guidance  and 
protection,  we  are  your  affectionate  brethren  in  Christ'* 

It  will  doubtless  be  remembered  that  in  the  convention 
of  the  preceding  year.  Dr.  Griffith  had  been  selected  as  the 
individual  to  be  consecrated  to  the  episcopate  for  Virginia. 
It  had  been  originally  contemplated  that  he  should  cross 
the  Atlantic  with  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  selected  by 
the  churches  of  New- York  and  Pennsylvania.  These  gen- 
tlemen had  visited  England,  accomplished  the  object  of 
their  mission,  and  returned  to  this  country  invested  with 
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episeopal  authority;  but  Dr.  Griffith  did  not  accompany 
them;  poverty  presented  an  obstacle  which  he  was  not 
able  to  surmount ;  he  was  not  supplied  with  money  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  deranged  state  of  his  private  concerns 
prevented  him  from  undertaking  the  voyage.*  The  confi* 
dence  of  the  church  in  Virginia  was  however  still  continued 
to  him ;  and  the  convention,  at  its  session  in  1787,  directed 
the  standing  committee  to  solicit  his  consecration  at  the 
hands  of  Bishops  Provost  and  White,t  by  whom  the  re* 
quest  would  have  been  granted,  but  for  the  obligation  to 
the  English  bishops,  to  which  they  conceived  themselves 
in  honour  pledged,  not  to  admit  any  one  to  consecration 
until  three  bishops  had  been  obtained  from  England.^ 

Another  measure,  adopted  by  the  convention  of  1787p 

serves  to  indicate  the  deep  sense  entertained  by  the  church 

of  the  necessity  of  making  some  provision  for  a  supply  of 

clergymen  from  among  the  native  sons  of  the  country. 

The  former  source  of  supply  was  now  closed,  they  could 

henceforth  look  for  but  few  clergymen  from  England,  and 

an  experience  of  which  they  were  now  reaping  a  portion 

of  the  bitter  fruits,  had  probably  induced  them  to  think  that 

Virginians  would  make  the  best  ministers  for  Virginia. 

Poor  therefore  as  they  were,  they  notwithstanding  resolved 

to  recommend  it  to  the  parishes  to  provide  funds  for  the 

education  of  two  youths,  from  their  early  years,  that  they 

might  be  trained  for  the  Christian  ministry:  the  clergy 

were  requested  to  preach  annually  a  charity  sermon  in  aid 

of  the  object ;  and  the  selected  youths  were  to  be  under  the 

direction  of  the  bishop  and  standing  committee.     The  fact 

is  recorded  to  the  honour  of  the  Virginia  church,  for  it  is 

believed,  that  after  the  revolution,  this  was  the  first  step 

made  by  any  portion  of  the  church  in  this  country  in  the 

important  work  of  education  for  the  ministry.    The  spirit 

*  B|i.WhiUp'fMemoin,  171,  note.        X  Bichop  White*!  Memoirs,  ITS, 
f  Journal   of  Virsinie   ConTen-    note. 
tioo»1787. 
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which  prompted  it  is  not  dead  in  THrginia,  and  the  future 
pages  of  ournarrative  will  furnish  an  agreeable  manifesta- 
tion of  it  in  the  history  of  the  flourishing  school  of  theology 
at  Alexandria. 

The  convention  having  thus  provided  for  the  aflfairs  of 
the  church  at  home,  it  only  remains  to  relate  their  proceed- 
ings with  reference  to  the  church  at  large,  as  founded  upon 
the  transactions  of  the  two  general  conventions  of  1786, 
which  have  already  been  brought  to  our  notice.  The  Vir- 
ginia church  acquiesced  in  the  propriety  of  the  measure 
recommended  by  the  general  convention,  that  the  church 
in  the  several  states  should  not  receive  to  a  pastoral  charge 
within  their  respective  limits  clergymen  who  professed 
canonical  subjection  to  any  bishop  in  any  state  or  country, 
other  than  those  bishops  who  might  be  duly  settled  in  the 
states  represented  in  the  general  convention ;  but  they  de- 
clined a  compliance  with  the  recommendation  not  to  admit 
a  clergyman  who  might  receive  ordination  from  any  bishop 
residing  in  America,  during  the  pendency  of  the  application 
for  the  episcopate  to  the  English  bishops.  Bishop  Seabury 
had  now  been  consecrated,  and  some  young  gentlemen 
from  the  South  had  received  ordination  at  his  hands,  others 
might  also  apply  to  him  for  orders,  and  among  them  might 
be  Virginians ;  and  as  the  church  of  Virginia  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  ever  entertained  a  doubt  of  the  validity  of 
Bishop  Seabury's  consecration,  she  was  probably  unwil- 
ling, in  the  dearth  of  clergymen,  to  preclude  herself  from 
the  possibility  of  a  partial  supply  from  this  source.  This, 
however,  is  hazarded  as  a  conjecture  in  the  absence  of  cer- 
tainty. 

The  opposition,  which  before  had  been  manifested,  to  the 

introduction  of  the  phrase,  *'  he  descended  into  hell,"  in  the 

Apostle's  Creed,  still  continued  ;  and  the  deputies  appointed 

to  the  next  general  convention  were  instructed  to  move 

that  the  phrase  should  be  expunged,  and  also  to  oppose  the 

restoration  to  the  liturgy  of  the  Nicene  Creed. 

c  c 
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As  to  the  amended  constitution  of  the  church  at  large, 
Virginia  assented  to  it  substantially,  declaring  only  that 
certain  articles  were  for  present  emergencies,  and  there* 
fore  should  be  considered  by  her  as  of  a  temporary  char* 
acter  merely ;  and  she  fully  acquiesced  in  the  propriety  of 
conferring  on  the  deputies  to  the  first  general  convention 
which  should  meet,  after  a  bishop  or  bishops  had  been  con- 
secrated, full  power  and  authority  to  confirm  and  ratify  a 
general  constitution  for  the  church  in  the  United  States. 

Discipline  had  been  long  and  shamefully  neglected  in 
Virginia,  and  the  want  of  it  had  contributed  more  than  any 
other  cause  to  prostrate  the  church  :  it  is  gratifying  there- 
fore to  meet  with  evidence  which  shows  that  under  her 
new  organizationyand  when  permitted,  and  in  fact  obliged, 
to  act  for  herself,  the  church  was  not  disposed  to  tolerate 
ofiending  clergymen.  Such  evidence  is  furnished  in  the 
feet  that  the  records  of  this  convention  show  the  return  of 
proceedings  of  an  examining  court,  constituted  under  the 
canon,  to  examine  into  the  alleged  delinquencies  of  an 
ofiending  presbyter.  We  are  thus  furnished  with  one 
more  attestation  to  a  fact  written  in  letters  of  light  upon 
the  page  of  ecclesiastical  history — that  in  the  church,  per- 
secution from  without  is  the  parent  of  purification  within ; 
and  wrong  as  it  undeniably  is,  yet,  (in  the  exercise  of  that 
high  prerogative,  by  which  God  brings  good  out  of  evil,} 
even  persecution  is  made  in  his  providence  to  minister  to 
holy  and  blessed  uses. 
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CHAPTER  XL 
1789-1794. 

Lion  of  Dr.  Griffith — Porertj  of  iIm  Chvfeh—Damth  and  Character 
of  Dr.  Griffith — Election  of  Dr.  Madison  to  the  Epiaeopate — Stmgglea 
concerning  the  Church  Property — Condition  of  the  Church  at  the  time 
4>f  Dr.  Madiion'a  Consecration — ^Bishop  Madison^s  first  Address — Cleri- 
cal Edneation — Canon  compelling  the  Bishop  to  hold  a  Parish— Prara- 
lenca  of  In6deUtj  and  Fanaticism — Disastrons  conset^uences  to  ReligioQ 
after  the  War — Bishop  Madison's  Proposal  of  a  Union  among  different 
Christian  Denominations — His  Plan  of  distributing  Tracts — Rerision  of 
<he  Canons — ^Virginia  refuses  to  give  the  House  of  Bishops  aa  abeolato 
Veto. 

UifDXR  its  new  organization,  the  church  proceeded,  with 
but  little  to  interrupt  the  uniformity  of  its  toilsome  prog- 
ress; and  the  first  incident,  worthy  of  record,  with  which 
we  meet,  is  the  resignation  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  to  the 
convention  of  1789.  Three  years  had  now  elapsed  since 
his  election :  the  convention  had  from  year  to  year  recom- 
mended to  the  several  parishes,  contributions  by  which  a 
fund  might  be  raised  to  defray  the  expenses  consequent  on 
obtaining  the  episcopate ;  but  whether  it  is  to  be  attributed 
to  indifierence  or  poverty,  or  to  both,  so  it  was  that  funds 
had  hitherto  been  wanting ;  and  this  circumstance,  in  con- 
nection with  the  private  afiairs  of  the  bishop  elect,  led  him 
to  communicate  to  the  convention  of  1789  his  relinquish- 
ment of  the  appointment  The  convention  was  not  pre* 
pared  to  appoint  another  in  his  place,  and  directed  their 
deputies  to  the  general  convention  to  inform  that  body  of 
the  relinquishment  of  Dr.  Griffith. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  necessity  which  forced 
Dr.  Griffith  to  the  measure  which  he  adopted,  produced  in 
its  results  a  strong  effect  upon  the  convention.  It  was 
plainly  seen  that  unless  some  remedy  was  applied  to  exist- 
ing evils,  the  church  in  Virginia  was  likely  to  languish  for 
a  long  period  of  time  under  the  want  of  episcopal  super- 
vision. The  following  appeal  therefore,  more  urgent  than 
any  which  had  preceded  it,  was  sent  abroad  by  the  stand- 
ing committee,  under  the  direction  of  the  convention,  the 
language  of  which  exhibits  no  common  degree  of  anxiety. 

**  BRBTnUBN, 

**  Convinced  that  the  God  whom  we  worship  has  fur- 
nished us,  if  we  be  not  wanting  to  ourselves,  with  ample 
means  for  the  preservation  of  that  church  of  which  we  pro- 
fess to  be  members ;  satisfied  also  that  it  claims  a  founda- 
tion the  most  truly  apostolic,  and  that  the  proper  support 
of  it  involves  our  dearest  interests,  both  temporal  and 
eternal ;  it  is  with  the  sincerest  regret  that  we  contem- 
plate the  situation  to  which  it  is  now  reduced.  We  trust 
thai,  you  have  also  viewed,  with  sorrow,  a  situation  so 
humiliating  to  a  Christian  society ;  and  we  ardently  hope, 
that  not  unmindful  of  the  blessings  which  the  bountiful  hand 
of  Providence  hath  so  liberally  bestowed  on  us  in  common 
with  other  Christian  societies,  you  now  feel  yourselves 
conscientiously  bound  to  improve,  with  gratitude  and  in- 
dustry, those  means  which  may  tend  to  promote  the  pros- 
perity of  our  church,  and  thus  render  the  most  pure  and 
rational  mode  of  worship  and  instruction  as  extensively 
beneficial  as  possible.  Under  these  impressions,  brethren, 
we  once  more  call  your  attention  to  the  duty  of  completing 
the  oi^nization  of  our  church.  The  superintendence  and 
government  of  the  episcopal  office  are  indispensably  neces- 
sary. Without  them,  our  religious  concerns,  important  as 
they  are  in  the  eyes  of  every  serious  member,  we  may  add, 
of  every  worthy  citizen,  must  rapidly  decline.    But  the  at- 
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tainment  of  those  benefits  which  result  from  the  episcopal 
office,  requires  exertions,  of  a  pecuniary  nature,  beyond  the 
abilities  of  a  few  individuals.  It  is  not  just,  or  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  our  religion,  that  the  generous  alone 
should  feel  those  burdens  which  belong  to  the  whole  of 
the  society,  and  which,  if  properly  distributed,  may  be 
borne  with  ease.  We  therefore  earnestly  recommend  to 
all  the  friends  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  that  they 
do  cheerfully  assist  in  raising  the  sum  necessary  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  attendant  on  the  consecration  of  a  bishop. 
Arguments  the  most  pressing  might  be  urged,  were  they 
deemed  necessary,  to  induce  a  ready  compliance  with  this 
recommendation.  But  we  hope,  that  as  you  regard  the 
interests  of  religion,  and  of  that  church  in  particular  of 
which  you  are  members  ;  as  you  estimate  the  advantages 
which  civil  society  must  receive  from  a  mode  of  worship 
conducted  on  principles  the  most  rational ;  as  you  vene- 
rate those  instructions  which  so  nearly  concern  your  tem- 
poral and  eternal  happiness ;  and  as  you  would,  with  a 
parental  tenderness,  cherish  the  best  means  of  improving 
the  morals  of  the  rising  generation,  no  one  will  on  this  occa- 
sion refrain  from  casting  his  mite  into  the  common  treasury. 
Let  it,  we  exhort  you,  brethren,  be  no  longer  said,  that  we, 
of  all  Christian  societies,  are  alone  inattentive  to  our  re- 
ligious concerns.  It  is  time  to  awake  from  an  inattention, 
which,  if  continued,  must  prove  fatal  to  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal church.  That  the  divine  wisdom  may  influence  and 
direct  your  exertions,  at  this  important  crisis  of  our  church, 
is  the  fervent  prayer  of  your  affectionate  brethen  in  Christ." 

That  this  appeal  was  not  uncalled  for  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  the  whole  sum  which  the  treasurer  had  received  for 
the  specific  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  consequent 
upon  the  consecration  of  a  bishop,  was  but  little  more  than 
twenty-eight  pounds.*    That  the  appeal  was  not  made  cn- 

*  JonriiAl  of  1789. 


S06  PROTBSTAIIT    XPISCOPiX   CHURCn  [1789. 

tirely  in  vain,  appears  from  the  circumstance  that  the  treas- 
urer's repurt,  at  a  subsequent  periodi  exhibited  contributions 
to  an  amount  nearly  though  not  quite  equal  to  the  expenses 
of  Bishop  Madison's  consecration ;  and  here  let  it  be  recorded 
with  gratitude,  (for  it  was  a  dark  day  for  the  church,)  that 
God  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  some,  who  were  strangers 
and  foreigners,  to  aid  in  establishing  the  episcopate  in  Vir- 
ginia.* 

But,  to  resume  our  narrative.  It  was  but  a  short  time 
after  the  relinquishment  of  his  appointment,  that  Dr.  Griifith 
found  in  the  grav^e  a  release  from  the  sorrows  and  the 
cares  of  life.  He  had  been  appointed  by  the  Virginia  con- 
vention of  this  year  a  representative  to  the  general  con- 
vention which  met  in  Philadelphia,  in  July,  1789,  and 
reached  that  city,  but  was  never  able  to  take  his  seat  in 
the  convention.  He  died  at  the  house  of  the  bishop  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  third  of  August,  1789,  and  the  jour- 
nals of  the  general  convention  attest  the  respect  which 
was  entertained  for  his  character.  The  senior  clergyman 
of  the  deputation  from  each  state  attended  his  funeral  as 
a  pall-bearer,  the  residue  of  the  convention  attended  as 
mourners,  while  his  friend  Bishop  White,  and  Mr.  An- 
drews, the  lay  deputy  from  Virginia,  were  chief  mourners. 
Few  are  now  living  who  knew  Dr  Griffith,  but  of  those 
few  there  is  one  whose  attestation  to  his  worth  will,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  church  in  America,  supply  the  want  of 
many  witnesses.  In  the  opinion  of  the  venerable  presiding 
bishop,  the  confidence  which  was  reposed  by  the  church 
of  Virginia  in  Dr.  Griffith  was  not  misplaced :  she  had  not, 
in  his  day,  any  clergyman  within  her  limits  who  was  more 
respected,  and  certainly,  there  was  none  who  had  mani- 
fested more  enlightened  or  persevering  zeal  in  the  im- 
portant work  of  reviving  and  organizing  the  prostrate 

^  Mr.  Graham  Franks,  a  London  merchant,  gave  five  guineaa  **«■  a 
mark  of  hia  leal  for  the  Protestant  Epucopal  church  in  Yirgiiiia.*'— Journal 
of  1791. 
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choTch.  In  his  feelings  and  conduct  he  was  thoroughly 
American ;  he  thought  the  colonies  wronged  by  the  mother 
country,  and  throughout  the  struggle  for  independence,  he 
advocated  their  cause.  He  had  deliberately  cast  in  his  lot 
with  the  great  majority  of  his  countrymen ;  and  in  the 
alternations  of  storm  and  of  sunshine,  through  which  they 
passed  io  the  achievement  of  their  liberties,  he  was  ever 
found  true  to  his  principles.  It  doubtless  cost  him,  as  it 
did  many  other  good  men,  the  forfeiture  of  old  friendships 
and  the  severance  of  strong  ties,  but  he  felt  that  he  was 
right,  and  had  the  firmness  to  persevere.  There  may  have 
been  many  men  more  brilliant  than  Dr.  Griffith,  but  he  was 
practical  and  active,  and  when  he  died,  the  church  lost  a 
use/Ill  and  a  worthy  man. 

Many  subjects  of  importance  came  before  the  next  con- 
Tention,  which  assembled  at  Richmond  in  1700.  Of  these, 
the  first  was  the  election  of  an  individual  to  fill  the  episco- 
pate :  the  choice  of  the  convention  fell  upon  the  Rev.  James 
Madison,  the  president  of  William  and  Mary  College. 
This  gentleman  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  having  been 
bom  in  Rockingham  county  in  the  year  1749.  He  was 
educated  at  tlie  seminary,  over  which  he  afterward  pre- 
sided, and  was  distinguished  for  his  attainments  as  a  classi- 
cal scholar,  and  his  eloquence  as  a  preacher.  He  was  also 
well  read  in  the  science  of  law,  having  made  it  his  study 
under  one  of  Virginia's  most  able  jurists;  and,  in  fact,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  but  never  became  a  practitioner. 
At  all  periods  of  his  Hfe,  he  was  much  devoted  to  scientific 
studies,  and  fiimished  several  valuable  papers  to  literary 
and  philosophical  publications.  The  habits  of  Bishop 
Madbon  were  those  of  a  student ;  mild  and  benevolent  in 
diapoiition,  with  simple  yet  courteous  manners,  he  was 
■Hicli  esteemed  by  the  circle  of  his  immediate  friends.* 
HiiiBOiistttution  was  delicate ;  and  this  circumstance  prob- 

^  AlkB^  Blogmpliieil  INeUonaiy. 
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ably  made  him  less  able  to  discharge  the  active  duties  of 
his  station :  this  was  the  more  unfortuDate,  as  the  times 
called  for  uncommon  activity  in  the  episcopal  office.  A 
glance  at  the  map  will  show,  that  from  the  present  extent 
of  our  diocesses,  the  situation  of  a  bishop  in  the  American 
Episcopal  church  is  not  a  sinecure ;  to  perform  his  duties, 
he  must  traverse  yearly  hundreds,  and,  in  some  cases, 
thousands  of  miles. 

Obli^d  by  canon  to  visit  each  church  in  his  diocess  at 
least  once  in  three  years,  there  is  not  one  of  the  American 
bishops,  not  enfeebled  by  age  or  disease,  who  does  not  aim 
to  do  more  than  this.  Many  of  them  pay  an  annual  visit 
to  each  parish ;  and  this  course  is  felt  by  them  to  be  essen- 
tial to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  church.  If  in  these 
times  such  diligence  be  necessary,  it  is  obvious  that  less 
would  not  suffice  when  the  church  was  seeking  to  recover 
from  a  blow  which  had  wellnigh  destroyed  her. 

The  situation  of  the  property  which  had  belonged  to  the 
church  before  the  revolution,  still  continued  to  excite  atten- 
tion. The  efforts  of  other  denominations  to  divest  the  church 
of  the  glebes,  had  never  been  discontinued ;  each  succes- 
sive legislature  had  been  beset  with  petitions,  in  which  the 
ground  taken  was,  that,  as  the  property  had  originally  been 
purchased  with  funds  which  were  furnished  by  the  people, 
therefore  it  now  belonged  to  the  people,  and  should  be  ap- 
plied in  some  mode  for  the  public  benefit  From  the  year 
1777  up  to  1799,  the  Baptists  never  failed  annually  to  me- 
morialize the  legislature;  and  long  after  mutual  jealousies 
among  themselves  had  prevented  cordial  and  united  action 
on  any  other  subject,  they  still  continued  unanimously  to 
ask  for  a  sale  of  the  glebes :  in  fact,  that  was  the  only 
matter  which  the  Baptist  "general  committee*'  ever  car- 
ried on  to  a  completion,  after  the  year  1792.*  The  mem- 
bers of  the  church  were  not  idle  spectators  of  these  cease- 

*  fitempto^f  HifUny,  p.  S0. 
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less  efforts.  Dr.  Madison  particularly  directed  bis  atten* 
tioD  to  the  subject,  and  read  to  the  convention  an  essay» 
(for  which  he  received  the  thanks  of  that  body,)  asserting, 
on  principles  of  law,  the  right  of  the  church  to  the  propertsr 
in  question**  It  was  probably  this  production  of  the  bishop 
elect  which  led  to  the  adoption,  by  the  convention,  of  the 
following  resolutions : — 

^Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  that 

the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  is  the  exclusive  owner  of 
the  glebes,  churches,  and  other  property  held  by  the  Church 
of  England  in  Virginia,  at  the  commencement  of  the  revo* 
lution. 

'*  Resolved,  that  the  principles  upon  which  the  said  prop* 
erty  is  held,  are  those  only  by  which  the  rights  of  property 
are  regulated. 

**  Resolved,  that  the  interference  of  the  legislature  in  the 
sale  of  that  property,  or  in  the  disposal  of  it  to  any  other 
purpose  than  that  for  which  it  is  now  held,  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution."t 

The  standing  committee  were  also  directed  to  take  such 
measures  as  might  be  deemed  expedient  to  sustain  the 
rights  asserted  in  these  resolutions;  and  that  accurate  in- 
formation of  the  condition  of  the  property  of  the  church 
might  be  obtained,  the  several  vestries  or  parish  trustees 
were  desired  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  real  and  per- 
sonal property  of  their  respective  churches,  and  transmit 

the  same  to  the  next  conventional^ 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the  fact  that  the  earliest 
legislation  of  the  church,  after  the  separation  from  Eng- 
land, had  reference  to  the  long  neglected  subject  of  disci- 
pline. The  same  anxiety  which  prompted  this  early  action 
still  continued.  The  plan  of  dividing  the  country  into  dis- 
tricts, and  of  appointing  some  respectable  presbyter  as 
visiter  in  each  of  these  districts,  had  probably  been  found  to 

*  Joonslf  of  OoBfsntioii,  1700.  t  Ibid.  t  Ibid. 
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aovwer  the  purposes  contemplated  in  its  adoption ;  for  these 
officers  were  still  retained^  and  the  canons  which  regulated 
the  trial  of  ofieuding  clergynien  were  amended  and  made 
more  explicit  in  the  convention  of  1790. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  convention,  Dr.  Madi- 
son proceeded  to  England }  and  on  the  nineteenth  of  Sep* 
tember,  1790,  he  was  consecrated  in  the  chapel  of  the 
archiepiscopal  palace  at  Lambeth,  by  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  and  the  Bishops  of  London  and  Rochester; 
and  thus  was  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  this  coun^ 
try  furnished  with  three  bishops  of  English  consecration ; 
and  upon  the  return  of  Dr.  Madison,  the  Episcopal  church 
of  Virginia,  after  an  existence  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  years,  saw,  for  the  first  time,  a  bishop  within  her 
borders. 

But,  favoured  as  it  was  in  this  particular,  the  prospects 
before  it  were  still  disheartening  enough.  As  to  the  clergy, 
greatly  reduced  in  numbers,  most  of  them  were  bowed 
down  with  want,  and  felt  all  the  misery  of  a  poverty  which 
was  wellnrgh  hopeless.  Dependant  upon  the  voluntary 
aid  which  the  people  might  see  fit  to  afilbrd,  they  were  in 
truth  pensioners  upon  their  bounty  ;  that  bounty,  too,  was 
in  many  cases  necessarily  limited  ;  for  in  many  of  the  par- 
ishes the  people  were  poor  themselves,  and  had  but  little  to 
bestow.  Some,  too,  who  might  have  been  willing  enough 
in  former  times  to  adhere  to  the  establishment,  were  ready 
now  to  shrink  from  an  avowal  of  attachment,  when  they 
found  that  the  church  was  an  object  of  dislike  to  a  large 
and  increasing  body  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  that  its 
support  would  subject  its  acknowled^^ed  members  to  some 
expense.  Those  of  the  clergy  who  were  best  paid  were 
but  poorly  paid ;  and  the  condition  of  all  of  them  was 
humiliating  enough.  Again,  when  they  looked  around  for 
those  who  were  to  supply  their  places,  after  death  had 
removed  them  from  the  scene,  they  looked  in  vain.  The 
inducements  were  small,  indeedi  which  invited  even  the 
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most  pioas  young  men  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  min- 
istry; for  they  could  not  aSbrd  to  starve,  and  no  law»  divine 
or  human,  required  the  sacrifice  at  their  hands  :  but  even 
had  the  number  been  large  of  those  who  were  disposed  to 
enter  upon  the  sacred  office,  the  means  of  affording  them 
a  competent  clerical  education  were  not  to  be  had;  and 
we  are  proud  to  say,  that  in  the  American  Episcopal  church, 
even  in  the  darkest  period  of  her  history,  an  unlearned 
ministry  could  find  few  or  no  advocates. 

The  clergy,  too,  were  constrained  from  another  cause  to 
look  forward  to  the  event  of  their  own  removal  with  most 
melancholy  anticipations.  Many  of  them  had  families; 
and  they  knew  not  whence  their  widows  and  their  orphans 
ivere  to  derive  even  the  necessaries  of  life :  for  even  sup- 
posing them  to  be  in  possession  of  a  glebe,  (which  was  the 
best  condition  of  the  most  favoured,)  it  could  do  no  more 
than  yield  a  supply  to  present  necessities,  and  afibrded 
no  surplus  which  might  be  reserved  for  the  wants  of  here* 
after. 

AH  these  considerations  and  many  more  seem  to  have 
been  present  to  the  mind  of  Bishop  Madison,  when  he  met 
bis  clergy  in  convention  for  the  first  time  after  his  conse- 
craiion.  In  the  charge  which  he  addressed  to  them,  enters 
ing  upon  an  examination  of  the  causes  which  had  con- 
tributed to  the  depression  of  the  church,  he  does  not  hesi- 
tate, with  great  boldness,  to  ascribe  its  unhappy  condition 
to  the  clergy  themselves.  "  I  do  not  think,'*  says  he,  **  that 
I  should  discharge  my  duty  in  the  manner  which  my  con- 
science and  ray  inclination  dictate,  were  I  not  to  speak 
upon  this  oecasion  with  all  that  plainness  and  freedom 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands.  I  know 
that  our  church  is  blessed  with  many  truly  pious  and  zeal- 
ous pastors, — pastors  from  whose  example  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage may  be  derived  by  all  of  us ;  but  at  the  same  time 
I  fear  there  b  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  great 
dereliction  sustained  by  ou(  church  hath  arisen,  in  no  -small 
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degree,  from  the  want  of  thBifervent^  Christian  teal,  which 
such  examplefl  ought  more  generally  to  have  inspired. 
Hath  the  sacred  fire  committed  to  our  trust  been  every- 
where and  at  all  times  cherished  by  us,  with  that  watchful 
and  zealous  attention  which  so  holy  a  deposit  required  f 
Had  it  been  thus  cherished,  might  not  that  ancient  flame 
which  once  animated  and  enlightened  the  members  of  our 
church,  still  have  difiused  its  warmth  ?  instead  of  indifler- 
ence  to  our  church,  might  wc  not  now  have  beheld  many 
of  those  members  who  have  forsaken  her,  still  ardent  and 
leaious  in  her  support  ?    JLiCt  us  then  be  renewed,  I  entreat 
you,  in  the  spirit  of  our  vocation,  in  that  holy,  fervent  zeal, 
which  should  be  the  distinguishing  characteristic  of  every 
minister  of  the  Gospel.    But  how  is  that  zeal  to  be  dis- 
played T     I  answer,  by  our  conversation  and  our  example* 
Be  thou  an  example  of  the  believers^  in  word^  in  conversation^ 
in  charity^  in  spirit^  in  faiths  in  purity.     We  are  to  watch 
for  the  souls  of  others^  as  they  that  are  to  give  an  account 
If  such  be  the  nature,  such  the  functions  of  our  sacred  em- 
bassy, what  minister,  what  priest,  what  bishop  is  there  who 
will  not  with  pious  awe  reflect  most  seriously  upon  the 
momentous  charge  committed  to  him ;  and  while  he  pro- 
foundly meditates  upon  the  extent  of  his  duties,  ardently 
supplicate  at  the  throne  of  grace  the  renewal  of  that  fer* 
vent  zeal,  without  which  the  great  ends  of  his  ministry  can 
never  be  accomplished  7"* 

This  is  but  a  small  part  of  the  earnest  exhortation  ad- 
dressed by  the  bishop  to  his  clergy.  To  the  laity  also  he 
appealed,  and  asked  their  co-operation  in  reviving  the 
church.  After  placing  before  them  the  value,  and,  indeed, 
indispensable  necessity  of  a  well-informed,  pious,  standing 
ministry  to  the  promotion  of  the  peace  of  society,  to  the 
religious  instruction  of  the  rising  generation,  to  the  admin- 
istration of  the  means  of  grace  in  the  sacraments  of  tlie 

*  JoqidaI  of  GonTMition,  ITQtl. 
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church,  and  to  the  continuance  of  the  divinely  instituted 
medigm  of  good  in  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel ;  he  recom* 
mended  thai  each  member  of  the  church  should  consider  it 
his  duty  ^  to  contribute  in  the  proportion  which  the  law  for* 
merly  prescribed."* 

The  convention  was  not  unmindful  of  the  suggestions  of 
the  bishop.  A  resolution  was  adopted,  by  which  it  was 
declared  to  be  ^  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the  Protec- 
tant Episcopal  church  to  contribute  towards  a  decent  and 
comfortable  support  of  their  bishop  and  other  pastors,  and 
to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  their  church.** 

In  the  absence  of  a  bishop,  it  was  impossible  to  correct 
the  want  of  discipline  which  had  been  so  long  and  sorely 
felt ;  but  now  that  difficulty  no  longer  remained  ;  accord- 
ingly, the  subject  was  brought  before  the  convention  in  the 
episcopal  charge.  The  bishop,  approving  most  cordially  of 
the  visitatorial  system,  which  had  now  been  for  some  years 
in  operation,  enjoined  it  as  an  indispensable  duty  upon  the 
aeveral  visiters  faithfully  to  fulfil  the  purposes  of  their  ap- 
pointment ;  as,  without  godly  discipline  and  the  excision 
of  unworthy  members,  it  would  be  impossible  to  resuscitate 
the  church. 

A  portion  of  the  clei^,  assembled  at  a  visitatorial  meet- 
ing in  one  of  the  districts,  had  been  so  much  impressed  with 
the  unfavourable  prospect  of  a  future  supply  of  clergymen, 
that  the  subject  had  formed  among  them  a  topic  of  anxious 
discussion.  At  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  they  pre- 
sented the  result  of  their  deliberations  to  that  body ;  and 
this  gave  rise  to  certain  resolutions,  and  a  canon,  whereby 
it  was  provided,  that  as  there  were  no  divinity  schools  at 
present  in  the  church,  the  instruction  of  candidates  might 
very  properly  be  made  part  of  the  business  of  each  pres- 
bytery within  its  own  bounds ;  and  the  members  of  the 
several  presbyteries  were  required,  instead  of  meeting 

*  JouhmI  of  Cottrvnticm,  1791. 
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annually  on  a  certain  day,  to  assemble  as  often  as  any  stu- 
dent of  divinity  should  make  application,  to  examine  the 
applicant,  and,  if  his  literary  qualifications  satisfied  the 
requisitions  of  the  canon,  to  assign  him  a  theme  or  text  on 
which  to  prepare  a  discourse  to  be  delivered  before  them 
on  some  future  day. 

To  remove  the  solicitude,  to  which  we  have  alluded,  on 
the  subject  of  a  support  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
deceased  clergymen,  it  was  resolved  by  the  convention 
that  a  society,  having  for  its  object  their  relief,  was  highly 
expedient. 

There  is  to  be  found  among  the  canons  of  the  conven- 
tion of  1791,  one  which  very  strongly  indicates  that  a  sus« 
picious  apprehension  of  bishops  still  lingered  in  the  minds 
of  many  Episcopalians :  it  was  doubtless  a  remnant  of  old 
political  prejudic^es,  and  so  far  as  it  begat  a  watchful  jeal- 
ousy against  the  abuse  of  power  in  the  prelacy,  it  was 
wholesome  in  its  eflects.  The  convention  declared  the 
peculiar  powers  which  belonged  to  a  bishop,  according  to 
apostolic  institution,  to  consist  simply  in  the  powers  of 
ordination  and  confirmation,  supervision  of  the  conduct  of 
the  clergy,  and  precedence  in  ecclesiastical  assemblies; 
and  they  accordingly  enacted  that  the  episcopal  office 
should  be  understood  to  imply  no  other  rights  than  those 
just  expressed ;  and  that  every  bishop,  after  his  consecra- 
tion, should  hold  a  parish,  and  perform  the  duties  of  a 
parish  minister,  when  not  occupied  in  the  discharge  of 
episcopal  duties.*  This  last  provision,  it  may  be  remarked, 
was  needless;  for  that  strong  master,  n^essity,  has  always 
obliged,  and  must  long  continue  to  oblige,  most  of  the 
American  bishops  to  be  laborious  parish  priests;  the 
church  needs  clergymen  too  much  to  dispense  with  the 
services  of  any  who  are  able  to  perform  the  duties  which 
belong  to  a  parish  minister.    Congregations  are  multiplied 
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faster  than  clergymen  are ;  these  must  be  supplied  with  the 
ministrations  of  the  Gospel ;  and  there  has  never  yet  been 
a  bishop  among  as  who  felt  at  liberty  to  withhold  himself 
from  the  duties  of  a  parish,  because  of  his  official  station 
and  cares.  It  is  true  that,  in  our  extensive  diocesses,  there 
is  enough,  and  sometimes  more  than  enough,  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  individual  who  has  ^  the  care  of  all  the 
churches ;"  and  as  a  measure  of  policy,  it  would  be  well 
were  all  our  bishops  free  from  parish  duties;  but  the  time 
must  be  far  distant  in  which  such  an  event  is  possible;  for  in 
many  of  our  diocesses,  the  bishop's  sole  income  is  his  salary 
as  rector  of  a  parish.  Virginia  has  long  since  felt  the  evil 
of  that  very  connection  with  a  congregation  which  is  en- 
joined in  this  canon  as  obligatory  on  her  bishop ;  but  Vir- 
ginia has  never  been  able  to  remedy  it ;  both  her  bishops 
are  now,  and  always  have  been,  in  charge  of  parishes. 

The  year  1792  presents  but  little  change  in  the  cir* 
cumstances  of  the  church,  and  is  remarkable  for  little 
more  than  the  fact,  that  it  witnessed  the  first  episcopal 
Tisitation  ever  made  in  Virginia.  Upon  his  visit,  the  bishop 
found  the  aspect  of  aflfairs  better  than  he  seems  to  have 
anticipated.  The  clergy,  though  still  wanting  a  decent 
maintenance,  were,  for  the  most  part,  exemplary  and 
diligent  in  the  discharge  of  their  sacred  functions.  The 
ecclesiastical  legislation  of  this  year,  however,  justifies  the 
inference  that  cause  of  complaint  existed  against  some  of 
the  cleigy.  The  canon,  making  provision  for  the  trial  of 
an  oflending  minister,  underwent  revision,  and  a  necessity 
for  its  use  probably  led  to  that  revision.  The  zeal  and 
piety  of  the  laity  had  not  become  entirely  extinct.  The 
bisiiop  found  on  his  visitation  that  the  congregations  were 
in  general  numerous,  and  attentive  to  the  forms  of  worship 
prescribed  by  the  church. 

It  is  also  probable  that  about  this  time  some  difficulties 
kad  arisen  from  the  interference  of  one  clergyman  with  the 
proper  pastoral  duties  of  another.    In  the  unsettled  cod- 
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ditioD  of  the  church,  and  with  the  pressure  of  absolute 
want  to  prompt  some  of  the  clergy,  they  were  at  times  in- 
duced to  intrude  into  some  church  within  the  parish  of  a 
brother  clergyman.  This  was  of  course  a  fruitful  source 
of  contention*  and  it  was  remedied  by  a  canon  which  pro- 
hibited the  clergy  from  officiating  within  a  parish  having  a 
rector,  without  his  permission.  The  right  of  presentation, 
it  will  be  remembered,  had  always  heretofore  belonged  to 
the  vestries ;  certainly  by  statute,  and,  as  they  contended, 
by  the  common  law  also.*  In  1792,  this  right  was  ex- 
pressly recognised,  and  continued  to  the  vestries  by  the 
eanon  just  alluded  to ;  which  also  gave  to  the  vestry  the 
exclusive  right  of  electing  the  minister.f  . 

We  have  already  stated  that  the  bishop  in  his  late  visita- 
tion had  found  the  condition  of  the  church  better  than  he 
anticipated ;  he  had  also  seen  distinctly  the  great  difficul- 
ties which  impeded  its  progress;  and  it  is  necessary  to 
dwell  upon  these  with  some  particularity.  The  two  great 
obstacles  which  retarded  the  growth  of  the  church  now, 
were  infidelity  and  fanaticism ;  and  those  acquainted  with 
human  nature  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  remark,  that  the 
last  was  very  often  the  parent  of  the  first. 

As  to  infidelity,  there  never  was,  perhaps,  a  period  in  the 
history  of  Virginia  when  it  was  more  prevalent  than  at 
this  time.  How  far  it  had  been  made  fashionable,  as  an 
evidence  of  manly  spirit  and  intellectual  independence,  by 
the  example  of  some  who  filled  the  highest  offices  in  the 
state,  it  is  impossible  to  say ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
many  of  those  who  value  names  more  than  things,  and  fol- 
low men  rather  than  principles,  very  quietly  dispensed  with 
the  labour  of  thought,  and  submitted  to  take  their  infidel 
opinions  upon  trust,  at  the  dictation  of  those  who  were  ele- 
vated in  society.    It  is  an  entire  mistake  to  suppose  that 

*  Yid*  tnU,  pw  M.  f  Joomali  of  the  ConvantioD,  1792. 
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the  overthrow  of  the  former  state  of  things  had  led  to  the 
immediate  introdaction  of  more  serious  and  heartfelt  re* 
ligion  among  the  people.  On  this  subject  there  is  evidence 
derived  from  more  than  a  single  source.  One  who  lived 
both  under  the  old  and  new  condition  of  religious  affairs  in 
Virginia,  has  left  behind  him  a  striking  attestation  on  this 
subject  **  It  must  be  apparent  to  every  man,''  says  he, 
**  that  religion  was  more  respected  and  revered,  and  had  a 
greater  influence  on  the  manners  of  men  in  general,  while 
the  church  had  the  countenance  of  the  state,  than  it  has 
now."*  And  with  no  partial  attempt  to  conceal  the  want 
of  religious  feeling  in  the  members  of  the  communion  to 
i^hicb  be  belonged ;  but  depicting  in  mournful  terms  the 
sad  depression  of  the  Episcopal  church,  he  thus  proceeds  :-^ 
**  Nor  do  I  find  the  aspect  of  religious  affairs  much  more 
encouraging  in  other  societies  or  denominations.  There 
is  an  awful  falling  off  on  every  hand :  true,  they  have 
larger  congregations  on  Sunday  than  our  ministers  have} 
and  in  their  public  assemblies,  they  may  frequently  return 
thanks  to  Heaven  for  their  religious  liberty,  equality,  and 
privileges,  &c.  But  I  fear  they  are  so  far  from  making 
good  use  of  these  blessings,  and  duly  availing  themselves 
of  their  privileges,  that  many  will  have  an  accumulated 
account  to  render  for  misimprovements.  By  a  letter  from 
a  pious  Presbyterian  minister,  I  learn  that  religion  is  at  a 
low  ebb  among  them.  The  Baptists,  I  suppose,  are  equally 
declining.  I  seldom  hear  anything  about  them.  The  Meth- 
odists are  splitting  and  falling  to  pieces."t 

Lest,  however,  this  should  be  suspected  as  the  testimony 
of  a  prejudiced  witness,  let  it  find  confirmation  in  the 
honest  confession  of  others.  The  historian  of  the  Baptists 
informs  us  that  •*  the  war,  though  very  propitious  to  the 
liberty  of  the  Baptists,  had  an  opposite  effect  upon  the  lift 
of  religion  among  them.    From  whatever  cause,  certain  it 

of  Rer.  Dererraz  Janatt,  166.  t  Ibid.  180. 
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18  that  they  suffered  a  very  wintry  season.  With  some 
few  excepiiiiiis,  ihc  declension  was  general  throughout  the 
state.  The  love  of  many  waxed  cold.  Some  of  the  watch- 
men fell ;  others  stumbled ;  and  many  slumbered  at  their 
posts.    Iniquity  greatly  abounded.*** 

It  is  true  that  all  denominations  afterward  improved ; 
but  during  the  continuance  of  such  a  state  of  things  as  these 
extracts  describe,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  deism  reaped  an 
abundant  harvest.  It  is  not  our  purpose  to  assign  causes 
for  the  general  declension  of  religion ;  it  may,  however,  be 
remarked  that  fanaticism  was  not  the  least  eflicient.  Igno- 
rance undertook  the  work  of  instruction :  enthusiasts  of 
warm  imaginations,  strong  passions,  and  no  judgment 
stcKMl  up  to  teach:  they  would  dream  dreams  and  see 
visions ;  but,  unfortunately,  when  they  had  a  dream,  they 
did  not  *'  tell  it  as  a  dream  ;**  their  fancied  visions  were  in- 
spiration :t  the  silly  were  deceived ;  the  more  thoughtful 
disgusted ;  and  Christianity  suffered. 

Ignorance,  which  supposes  itself  to  be  inspired,  must  be 
conceited  and  dogmatical,  and  is  always  ready  to  **  com- 
pass sea  and  land  to  make  one  proselyte  :**  the  industrious 
zeal,  therefore,  which  was  employed  in  disseminating  er- 
rors, rendered  the  extirpation  of  those  errors  the  more  dif- 
ficult In  a  survey  of  the  circumstances  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  it  seems  to  have  been  impressed  upon  the  mind  of 
Bishop  Madison,  that  no  very  effectual  check  could  be 
offered  to  the  combined  evils  of  infidelity  and  fanaticism, 
without  more  of  unity  among  those  who,  while  they  dif- 
fered on  some  points,  were  yet  of  the  same  opinion  on  most 
of  the  great  truths  of  the  Christian  faith.  He  had  very 
much  at  heart  a  plan  which  has  since  occupied  the  thoughts, 
and  called  forth  the  prayers  of  many  good  men ;  and  which 
they  are  reluctant  to  believe  is  too  visionary  for  accom- 
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plishment  Bishop  Madison  desired  to  make  an  effi)rt  to 
unite  all  sincere  Clirisiians  iiito  one  church.  Hk  was  per- 
fectly aware  that  it  required  an  enlarged  Chrisiiun  sspiiit  tu 
eflect  such  an  object.  "  There  is  no  one,''  says  he,  '*  but 
must  cordially  wish  for  such  a  union,  provided  it  did  not 
require  a  sacrifice  of  those  points  which  are  deemed  essen- 
tials by  our  church ;  from  them  we  have  not  the  power  to 
retreat;  but  in  such  matters  ns  are  subject  to  human  altera- 
tion»  if  by  a  candid  discussion  they  could  be  found  capable 
of  being  so  modified,  as  to  remove  the  objections  of  any 
sectof  Christians, who  maybe  actuated  by  the  same  catho- 
lic spirit,  and  thereby  effect  a  union ;  in  that  case  we  should 
surely  have  reason  to  rejoice,  not  only  in  the  event,  but 
also  in  being  the  first  to  set  an  example  to  Christians,  which 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  follow;  and  in  convincing  them  that 
there  is  infinitely  more  religion  in  not  contending,  than  in 
those  things  about  which  they  contend."* 

Christians  in  his  day  were  not  prepared  to  make  an 
effort  to  bring  about  such  a  union,  and,  yielding  to  the 
judgments  of  those  whom  he  respected,  the  bishop  sub- 
mitted no  proposition  on  the  subject  to  the  convention.  It 
is  probable,  that  on  the  first  statement  of  such  a  proposi- 
tion, a  majority  of  Christians  at  this  day  would  pronounce 
such  a  union  to  be  impossible.  Perhaps,  liowcver,  we  call 
impossible  that,  which,  upon  trial,  would  prove  to  be  very 
difficult  merely.  Great  and  almost  incredible  results  have 
followed  Christian  eflTort,  carried  out  in  other  directions ; 
and  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  consequences  of  such 
effort  have  far  surpassed  the  most  sanguine  anticipations. 
No  man  can  certainly  say  that  the  effort  for  union  is  abso- 
lutely hopeless,  because  it  has  never  yet  been  fairly  tried  ; 
but  it  may  with  certainty  be  said  that  if  it  ever  is  tried. 
Christian  men  must  come  to  the  work  with  perfect  single- 
ness of  heart,  and  it  must  be  prosecuted  in  the  faith  and 
fear  of  God  alone. 

*  BUhop  Madison*f  Addrcu  to  Convention  of  1793. 
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The  Bubjects  which  invited  the  attention  of  tl  e  conven- 
tion of  1798*  were  deemed  of  so  much  Importance  by  the 
bishop,  that  he  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the  several 
visiters*  urging,  through  them,  a  general  attendance  of  the 
clergy.  The  most  important  business  of  the  session  was 
an  entire  revision  of  the  canons ;  but,  before  proceeding  to 
consider  them,  it  is  due  to  Bishop  Madison  here  to  record 
his  recommendation  of  the  distribution  of  religious  tracts 
as  a  means  of  doing  good,  at  a  time  when,  it  is  believed, 
there  was  no  tract  society  known  in  this  country. 

The  bishop,  in  his  address,  proposed  that  the  clergy  then 
assembled,  should  specify  such  pamphlets  as  appeared 
most  U8<pful  for  doctrinal  information,  that  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  copies  should  be  obtained  for  the  congregations  gen-, 
erally,  iind  that  through  the  clergy  the  people  should  be 
supplied.  But  he  wished  also  that  something  more  should 
be  done  than  to  furnish  tracts  explanatory  of  the  institu- 
tions of  the  church  merely.  ''  Devotional  tracts,**  says  he, 
''such  as  would  inspire  and  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  a  warm 
but  rational  piety,  are  greatly  wanted.  Let,  then,  such  of 
this  nature  also  be  dispersed,  as  the  ministry  may  approve 
and  recommend  to  their  congregations.  They  would  not 
only  be  thus  called  to  active  piety,  but  secured  against  the 
impressions  which  the  appearance  of  greater  devotion  and 
zeal  in  other  sects  must  always  make  upon  the  minds  of  the 
religious.  Many,  educated  in  the  bosom  of  our  church, 
desert  it,  not  solely  from  a  conviction  of  errors  in  doctrine, 
but  because  the  great  bulk  of  its  members  seem  indifferent 
to  religious  exercises.  Another  society  is  sought  for,  in 
which  the  pious  are  countenanced  and  stimulated  by  re- 
ciprocal example.  Why  can  we  not  introduce  an  equal 
attention  to  religious  duties  among  the  members  of  our 
own  church?  a  conduct  equally  guarded  and  pious T  It 
must  be  done,  or  we  shall  have  only  the  semblance  of  reli- 
gion among  us.  We  have  approached  too  nearly  to  that 
verge  already." 
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He  urged  it  also  upon  the  clergy  as  an  indispensable 
duty  to  be  diligent  in  visiting  the  families  in  their  respective 
cures,  to  labour  for  the  general  introduction  of  the  custom 
of  family  prayers,  and  to  catechise  the  children. 

The  most  important  provisions  of  the  canons  were  aa 
follows : — 

The  minister,  churchwardens,  and  vestrymen  of  each 
parish,  were  made  trustees  to  hold  the  church  property 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  ;  and  the 
right  of  appointing  a  minister  and  of  presentation  was 
continued  in  the  vestries. 

The  convention  had  conferred  upon  it  the  sole  power  of 
regulating  **  all  the  religious  concerns"  of  the  church,  **  its 
doctrines,  discipline,  and  worship ;"  but  not  so  as  to  afifect 
''any  powers  exclusively  vested  in  the  general  conven- 
tion." 

The  clergy  were  divided  into  presbyteries  of  not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  ten  members,  with  a  visiter  at 
their  head ;  these  presbyteries  were  required  to  meet  an- 
nually in  April,  and  at  any  other  time  when  it  might  be 
necessary.  The  convention  appointed  the  visiters,  who 
were  required  once  a  year  to  visit  each  parish  in  their 
respective  districts,  and  particularly  to  inspect  the  morals 
and  conduct  of  the  clergy,  privately  to  admonish  or  re* 
prove  offenders  among  them,  observe  violations  of  the 
canons,  and  to  report  annually  to  the  bishop.  The  presby« 
teries  were  required  also  to  take  the  oversight  of  all  candi- 
dates for  orders  in  their  districts,  to  direct  their  studies, 
and  to  examine  them. 

The  canon  compelling  the  bishop  to  take  the  care  of  a 
parish  was  repealed,  and  it  was  now  declared  merely  that 
he  might  do  to  if  he  wished.  All  accusations  of  the 
bishop  were  to  be  made  by  three  respectable  persons  on 
oath. 

Catechising,  and  the  use  of  the  surplice,  were  enjoined ; 
and  ministers  were  permitted  to  **  encourage  people  to  as- 
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lemble  together  in  small  societies  at  convenient  times,  for 
their  edification ;"  and  might  **  visit,  superintend,  and  in- 
struct such  societies  at  their  meetings,"  provided  it  was  not 
done  to  the  encouragement  of  idleness,  or  the  mjury  of 
private  families. 

No  person  could  be  a  minister  who  had  not  episcopal 
ordination,  and  did  not  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  promise  conformity  to  the 
doctrines,  discipline,  and  worship  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal church  in  the  United  States,  a  obedience  to  the 
orders  and  canons  of  the  church  in  Virginia*  He  was 
bound  also  to  declare  in  writing,  that  he  held  his  appoint- 
ment subject  to  removal  according  to  the  canons  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Pluralities  were  forbidden ;  and  no  minister  could  leave 
his  charge  to  be  absent  more  than  a  month,  without  permis- 
sion of  the  vestry.  When  necessary,  the  vestry  'might 
allow  of  non-residence  in  the  minister. 

District  courts,  composed  of  the  clergy  of  the  district, 
with  one  vestryman  from  each  parish  appointed  by  their 
respective  vestries,  were  established  for  examining  into 
and  deciding  upon  complaints  exhibited  against  ministers ; 
and,  if  necessary,  making  arrangements  for  a  trial  accord- 
ing to  certain  prescribed  rules. 

There  was  but  one  other  subject  acted  upon  by  this  con- 
vention which  calls  for  notice  at  our  hands.  The  general 
convention,  at  its  meeting  in  September,  1792,  directed 
that  the  several  diocesan  conventions  should  be  informed 
that,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  general  convention,  the 
propriety  of  giving  to  the  House  of  Bishops  a  full  negative 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Clerical  and  Lay 
Delegates,  would  be  considered  and  determined.*  The 
convention  of  Virginia,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  directed 
their  representatives  to  express  on  their  parts  the  '*  highest 

*  Journals  of  Oenenl  Convention  of   179S. 
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disapprobation''  of  investing  the  House  of  Bishops  with  any 
such  Degative.     They  also  instructed  them  to  obtain,  if 
possible,  a  repeal  of  a  canon  just  passed  by  the  general 
convention,  by  which  no  clergyman  was  permitted  to  offi- 
ciate in  the  parochial  cure  of  anotlier  clergyman,  without 
express  permission  for  that  purpose  obtained  from  the 
incumbent,  or,  in  his  absence,  from  the  churchwardens  and 
vestiymen.*     The  provisions  of  this  law  so  closely  resem- 
ble  those  of  a  canon  of  Virginia,  passed  on  this  subject 
only  the  year  before,!  but  not  incorporated  in  the  revision 
made  at  this  session,  of  which  we  have  already  spoken, 
that  the  only  reasonable  mode  of  accounting  for  this  oppo- 
sition to  what  certainly  was  a  wholesome  and  necessary 
provision,  seems  to  be,  that  the  law  had  been  found  in  Vir- 
ginia (where  a  parish  sometimes  contained  several  church 
edifices,  all  of  which  could  not,  from  a  want  of  clergymen, 
be  supplied,)  to  operate  injuriously ;  and  hence  its  omission 
in  the  revised  canons,  and  the  opposition  of  Virginia  to  its 
incorporation  in  the  general  canons. 

«  JooiDftlt  of  "VlriinU  CoiiTentioD,  1798.  t  Yidt  ants,  f.  SIS.   ; 
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'  against  the  Clergy's  taking  Offices  in  the  Militia — Appeal  to  Law — 
Chmcfamen  drben  to  despairs-Law  of  1802  for  sale  of  Glebes — Effect  of 
Mie  of  Glebea  in  benefiting  the  Pablio— Desecration  of  the  Sacred  Vee- 
aeb  by  Debauchees — ^The  Manchester  Case--Conseqaence  to  the  Churdi 
of  the  Death  of  the  President  of  Conrt  of  Appeals— Constitationali^  of 
Law  lor  the  sale  of  Glebes  yet  undetermined. 

Ths  history  of  the  church,  for  several  years  to  corner 
presents  a  picture  but  h'ttle  different  from  that  which  the 
reader  has  seen  exhibited  in  the  previous .  pages.  The 
bishop,  upon  his  slender  pittance  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
still  continued  to  visit  the  parishes  and  make  his  annual  re- 
ports, which  became  more  and  more  disheartening;  the 
number  of  clergy  was  gradually  diminishing  by  death ;  few 
or  none  came  in  to  supply  their  places ;  the  church  lan- 
guished ;  while  her  opponents,  increasing  in  numbers  and 
influence,  never  ceased  to  carry  on  the  warfare  against 
her,  and  to  exert  themselves  to  deprive  her  of  her  property 
in  the  glebes.  The  Baptists,  as  heretofore,  were  most 
active  in  this  business ;  and  here  we  may  properly  pause 
in  our  narrative,  to  contemplate  the  injurious  effects  of  their 
opposition  upon  the  cause  of  Christianity,  and  to  review 
the  grounds  on  which  they  urged,  and  Episcopalians  re- 
sisted,  the  sale  of  the  glebes. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  condition  of  religion  was 
greatly  depressed  in  Virginia;  truth  compels  us  to  say 
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that  the  depression  must  in  some  degree  be  attributed  to 
Christians  themselves;  it  was  in  part  owing  to  the  con* 
troversies  respecting  the  property  of  the  church.  There 
is  always  to  be  found  in  society  a  class  ready  to  avail  itself 
of  any  excuse  for  its  want  of  personal  holiness.  In  the 
temper  and  feelings  which  were  exhibited  in  the  contest  ia 
Virginia,  between  churchmen  and  their  opponents,  the  ene* 
mies  of  religion  readily  found  the  excuse  which  they  de« 
sired.  It  is  not  meant  to  insinuate,  that  the  disputants  ia 
Virginia  were  more  violent,  or  worse  than  others  would 
have  been  elsewhere,  under  similar  circumstances.  Bat 
good  men  (and  it  is  hoped  there  were  such  on  both  sides  in 
this  dispute)  may,  and  do  often  betray  those  infirmities  of 
human  nature  which  they  are,  afterward,  themselves  the 
first  most  deeply  to  lament  Their  subsequent  repentance 
meets  perhaps  no  eye  but  that  of  God ;  while  the  evils  which 
flow  from  their  exhibition  of  angry  passions  and  unchristian 
feel'uigs  remain  to  furnish  multitudes  with  an  argument  whero- 
with  to  appease  a  reproving  conscience,  and  fortify  them* 
fielves  in  their  wickedness.  It  would  be  uncandid  to  conceal 
the  fact,  that  the  dispute  concerning  the  church  property  in 
Virginia  was  one  which  called  forth,  on  both  sides,  much  bit- 
terness of  feeling  and  intemperance  of  language.  It  is  best 
that  such  language  should  be  forgotten ;  it  is  more  pleasant 
to  quote  the  words  of  an  aged  minister  of  the  church  who 
sought  to  allay  strife.  "  This  dispute  is  too  nearly  con- 
nected  with  reli;|fion,  not  to  partake  of  much  of  that  ani- 
mosity and  raneour  which  are  the  unhappy  effects  of  re* 
ligious  controversy.  How  different  is  this  from  the  mild 
spirit  of  that  religion  which  breathes  unanimity,  forgive* 
ness,  meekness,  and  peace  I  When  we  ourselves  make  it 
appear  by  our  conduct,  that  Christianity  has  so  little  power 
over  our  hearts,  can  it  be  supposed  that  ever  we  will  recom- 
mend it  to  the  esteem  of  others  ?  The  infidel  will  never 
believe  us ;  and  the  libertine  will  get  confirmed  in  his  yi- 

FF 
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dous  practices.  Alas  I  we  pull  down  with  our  own  hands 
that  church  of  Christ  which  we  ought  to  build  up  and  de- 
fend. We  fill  the  minds  of  the  community,  moreover,  with 
'wrath,  hatred,  emulations,  envyings,  and  strife.'  How 
long  shall  it  be  before  the  doctrines  of  the  Son  of  God  have 
full  influence  on  the  minds  of  men  1  How  long  shall  this 
land  be  filled  with  contention  1  When  shall  we  fully  prize 
the  blessings  which  we  enjoy  1  We  might  now  sit,  every 
man  at  peace  '  under  his  own  vine,'  and  under  that  fair 
tree  of  liberty  which  we  planted.  But,  alas  I  the  canker 
worm  of  jealousy  feeds  on  its  foliage ;  the  whirlwinds  of 
discord  threaten  to  root  it  out  for  ever."* 

The  increase  of  irreligion  was  thus  one  of  the  great  evils 
which  resulted  from  this  contest 

Another  evil  was  of  a  political  nature.  The  question,  as 
to  the  sale  of  the  glebes,  was  one  of  right  simply ;  circum- 
stances unavoidably  made  it  in  some  degree  a  question  of 
party.  It  was  desirable  that  the  individuals  who  were  to 
pass  upon  the  question,  the  members  of  the  legislature,  should 
know  no  man  or  body  of  men  in  the  transaction :  the  con- 
stitution and  the  law  were  the  proper  arbiters :  the  integ- 
rity of  that  constitution  and  law  was  endangered  by  every 
temptation  to  gratify  any  body  of  men  in  their  interpreta- 
tion: now,  when  the  members  of  the  legislature  found 
themselves  beset  annually  by  petitions,  asking  that  the 
church  might  be  deprived  of  the  property  which  she  held  ; 
when  these  petitions  were  numerously  signed ;  and  when 
those  who  signed  them  were  the  electors  by  whom  the 
legislators  were  placed  in  the  seat  of  judgment,  it  must  be 
'|!onfessed  that  there  was  some  temptation  to  yield  to  the 
wishes  of  the  petitioners.  But,  unless  the  petitioners  were 
unquestionably  right  on  the  points  of  law  involved,  to  yield 
was  wrong,  no  matter  by  what  numbers  the  application 

*  Manaicript  argument  on  the  eale  of  the  glebes,  by  one  of  the  old  Vir* 
ginia  clergy,  in  the  poMeseion  of  the  author. 
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was  made ;  there  was  no  pretence  that  the  multitude  who 
petitioned  were  the  best  judges  of  a  disputed  matter  in  the 
science  of  jurisprudence ;  and  as  they  might  be  mistaken, 
the  justice  of  the  case  was  in  danger  of  being  sacrificed  to 
the  demands  of  the  multitude.  It  was  not  an  instance  of 
the  expression  of  popular  opinion  on  a  point  of  expediency, 
(to  which  the  legislature  might  perhaps  have  listened  with 
propriety,)  but  it  was  on  a  subject  of  right  which  rested  on 
fixed  and  unalterable  rules.  It  must  therefore  be  obviousi 
that  after  having  once  expressed  a  wish  to  have  the  ques* 
tion  fairly  examined^  a  perpetual  succession  of  petitionsp 
dictating  in  effect  the  decision  to  be  made,  could  only  serve 
to  increase  the  risk  of  having  that  decision  finally  wrong* 

As  to  the  arguments  by  which  a  sale  of  the  glebes  was 
uiged  upon  the  legislature,  the  principal  were  as  follows  :^- 

1.  That  most  of  the  glebe  lands  were  originally  pur- 
chased with  money  levied  upon  the  people  at  large,  and 
that,  consequently,  whenever  a  majority  of  the  people  de- 
sired a  sale  of  the  lands,  they  should  be  sold,  and  the 
money  applied  to  such  other  use  as  might  seem  best  to 
them. 

8.  That  if  the  church  was  permitted  to  retain  the  prop« 
erty,  a  certain  pre-eminence  and  superiority  was  thereby 
conferred,  which  was  odious  in  a  republic,  and  inconsistent 
with  its  institutions. 

3.  That  the  fourth  article  of  the  declaration  of  rights  of 
Virginia  asserted,  **  that  no  man  or  set  of  men  are  en- 
titled to  exclusive  or  separate  emoluments  or  privileges 
from  the  community,  but  in  consideration  of  public  ser- 
vices ;**  but  the  enjoyment  of  the  glebes  did  confer  upop 
the  church  **  exclusive  emoluments  from  the  community, 
and  was  consequently  unconstitutional. 

To  the  first  of  these  arguments,  it  was  answered  that 
some  of  the  glebes  were  a  private  donation ;  that  those 
which  were  purchasedf  were  bought  many  years  before^^ 
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some  of  tbem  more  than  a  century ;  and  that  the  **  people**^ 
with  whose  nnoney  the  purchase  was  made,  were  not  dis- 
senters, for  there  were  few  or  none  in  the  colony  at  that 
day;  but  were  members  of  theestablishmentyand  perfectly 
content  that  their  money  should  be  thus  applied;  that 
having  been  thus  applied,  the  '^people''  had  voluntarily 
divested  themselves  of  it,  and  their  descendants  could  not 
BOW  take  k  back,  any  more  than  they  could  other  moneys 
ef  which  their  ancestors  had  seen  fit  willingly  to  deprive 
themselves :  it  was  also  answered,  that  upon  this  principle, 
of  a  restoration  to  the  *'  people"  of  money  which  the  ^  peo- 
ple**  once  gave,  there  should  obvioosYy  be  relumed  no 
more  than  such  a  part  as  would  be  proportionate  to  the 
original  number  of  dissenters  among  the  people  who  pur- 
chased ;  for  if  those  who  now  asked  for  a  sale  of  the 
glebes  had,  from  conscientious  motives,  dissented  from  ihm 
faith  of  their  fathers,  they  should  thence  learn  that  their 
fathers  also  had  consciences ;  and  with  no  justice  or  pro* 
priety  could  they  seek  to  undo  what  their  ancestors  had 
done  with  a  good  conscience.  But  as  to  dissenters  among 
the  original  purchasers,  there  were  either  none  at  all,  or  at 
best  the  number  was  very  limited,  and  it  was  certain  that 
there  were  no  Baptists  among  them. 

It  was  also  asserted  to  be  very  questionable,  whether, 
considering  the  great  emigrations  to  the  western  country 
and  to  other  states,  there  was  one-third  of  the  inhabitants 
remaining,  whose  ancestors  had  contributed  to  purchase  a 
glebe ;  that  if  they  were  sold  for  the  benefit  of  that  third, 
h  would  be  impossible  to  ascertain  to  whom  the  proceeds 
should  be  paid.  If  it  should  be  urged  that  ••  the  country" 
first  purchased,  and  that  now  they  should  be  given  back  to 
•*  the  country,"  then  it  was  to  be  remembered  that  that 
country  by  a  solemn  act  had  declared  that  *"  in  all  time 
coming^  they  should  not  be  taken  from  the  church ;  and 
that  if  it  would  be  tinrighteous  in  an  individual  to  take  back 
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by  mere  force  that  which  he  had  once  bestowed  upon  an- 
other, it  required  no  small  skill  in  casuistry  to  prove  that 
similar  conduct  was  righteous  in  a  state. 

As  to  the  second  argument,  it  was  said  in  reply,  that  the 
question  of  permitting  the  church  to  retain  the  property 
was  one  of  right,  founded  on  law,  which  republics  were 
emphatically  bound  to  respect.  That  by  the  very  law 
which  released  dissenters  from  all  taxes  to  support  the 
Episcopal  church,  the  assembly  of  Virginia  had  pledged 
its  legislative  faith,  the  most  solemn  pledge  and  firmest 
sanction  which  a  free  state  could  give,  that  the  property  in 
dispute  should  *'  in  all  time  coming*'  be  saved  and  reserved 
to  the  use  of  the  Episcopal  church.*  That  to  order  a  sale 
of  property  thus  solemnly  reserved,  would  tend  to  sap  the 
foundation  of  those  rights  by  which  property  in  general  is 
held,  introduce  into  the  acts  of  the  legislature  instability 
and  uncertainty, exhibit  a  fluctuation  in  law  unprecedented 
in  Virginia,  and  overturn  that  confidence  and  security 
which  the  citizens  of  a  republic  should  always  feel  in  the 
stability  of  purpose  avowed  by  their  selected  representa- 
tives. It  was  also  said,  that  if  pre-eminence  and  supe- 
riority in  the  church  were  evils  justly  dreaded,  a  declared 
preference  for  any  other  religious  denomination  was  no 
less  to  be  deprecated ;  and  that  if  the  glebes  were  sold  to 
gratify  any  sect  or  party,  a  distinction  would  be  so  far 
manifested  in  its  favour ;  and  would  tend  to  furnish  it,  in 
this  patronage  of  the  state,  with  the  means  of  establishing 
its  own  creed  upon  the  ruins  of  every  other. 

To  the  argument  of  unconstitutionality,  as  deduced  from 
the  declaration  of  rights,  the  answer  was,  that  ^  the  com- 
munity" under  the  government  established  afler  the  revo- 
lution, certainly  had  granted  to  the  church  no  "exclusive 
emoluments,**  for  it  had  granted  nothing ;  it  had  only  con- 

*  Sm  Law*  of  Oetob«T,  ITTS,  eh.  ii. ;  9  Hening,  164. 
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finned  to  the  church  that  which  she  had,  and  owned,  and 
eqoyed  for  more  than  a  century  before.  But,  in  truth,  the 
fourth  article  of  the  declaration  of  rights  had  no  bearing 
upon  the  question,  as  was  evident  when  the  whole  of  it  was 
viewed  together.  The  article  declared  **  that  no  man,  or 
let  of  men,  are  entitled  to  exclusive  or  separate  emoluments 
or  privileges  from  the  community,  but  in  consideration  of 
public  services ;  which,  not  being  descendible,  neither  ought 
the  offices  of  magistrate,  legislator,  or  judge,  to  be  he- 
reditary;" thus  showing  simply  an  intention  to  prevent 
hereditary  honours,  offices,  or  emoluments,  in  the  civil 
government* 

These  are  the  principal  arguments  and  answers  which 
firom  time  to  time  were  presented  to  the  legislature  upon 
the  question  of  a  sale  of  the  glebes  generally ;  there  are  to 
be  found  also  among  the  memorials  and  remonstrances, 
some  which  concern  the  sale  of  a  glebe  in  some  particular 
parish  only,  and  these  afford  additional  considerations  for 
and  against  the  measure,  founded  upon  the  peculiar  cir* 
cumstances  of  each  case,  and  possessing  no  general  in- 
terest. 

In  the  midst  of  this  warm  contest  concerning  the  glebes, 
the  convention  of  1794  assembled,  and  repeating  the  former 
instructions  to  the  Virginia  delegates  to  oppose  in  the  gen- 
eral convention  the  absolute  negative  which  it  was  contem- 
plated to  give  to  the  House  of  Bishops,  and  to  seek  the 
repeal  of  the  canon  which  forbade  a  clergyman  to  officiate 
without  permission  in  the  cure  of  another,  it  separated, 
without  any  other  action  on  the  subject  of  the  glebes  than 
to  direct  the  standing  committee  to  address  the  members 
of  the  church  on  the  subject  of  its  critical  situation. 

The  state  of  depression  to  which  the  church  was  now 
reduced,  is  attested  by  the  fact  that,  in  17ii5,  no  convention 

*  Theie  argument!   and  anawen  are  compiled  from  MSS.,  copiea  of 
aMnMniab,  d^,  in  the  poMeagion  of  tha  author. 
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mras  held ;  and  it  in  probable  that  such  would  have  con« 
tinued  for  many  years  to  be  the  case,  but  for  the  necessity 
imposed  by  a  sense  of  duty  upon  the  little  remnant  of  the 
clergy,  to  spare  no  effort  on  their  parts  to  save  to  the 
church  the  property  which  it  had  in  the  glebes.  In  this 
course  they  persisted,  notwithstanding  the  obloquy  which 
attached  to  them  ;  and  accordingly,  in  1706,  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved  by  the  convention,  '^  that  by  various  acts 
of  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  the  property  of  the  church, 
formerly  established  by  law,  has  been  confirmed  to  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  this  state ;  and  that  there- 
fore any  legislative  interference,  without  the  consent  of 
the  said  church,  by  which  its  right  to  the  said  property 
would  be  affected,  would  be  a  violation  of  the  rights  of 
private  property,  and  of  one  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  the  present  civil  government.'*  A  memorial  to  the  legis- 
lature in  the  name  of  the  convention  was  also  prepared ; 
but  so  hopeless  did  the  prospect  begin  to  be,  that  it  was 
left  to  the  bishop  to  present  it  or  not,  according  to  his  views 
of  expediency. 

It  has  already  been  intimated  that  all  this  strife  concern- 
ing property  helped  no  man's  growth  In  grace;  and  so 
completely  secular  in  their  practices  had  some  of  the  clergy 
now  become,  that  it  actually  became  necessary  to  pass  a 
canon  prohibiting  them  from  holding  military  commissions. 
It  would,  however,  be  most  unjust  to  extend  the  censure 
implied  in  this  canon  to  the  clergy  generally.  The  number 
of  those  for  whom  such  a  law  could  have  been  necessary 
was  very  small. 

Bishop  Madison,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  con* 
fided  to  him  by  the  convention  of  1796,  submitted  to  the 
legislature  of  that  year  the  memorial  touching  the  sale  of 
the  property  of  the  church.  It  was  not  acted  upon  by  the 
Assembly ;  but  the  subject,  according  to  some  fonner  pre- 
cedents in  matters  concerning  the  church,  already  recorded. 
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was  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  people.  Episco- 
palians began  now  to  think  that  their  only  mode  of  saving 
the  glebes  was,  if  possible,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
legislature,  to  draw  the  determination  of  the  question  from 
before  that  tribunal,  and  submit  its  decision  to  the  courts 
of  law.  With  the  concurrence  of  the  standing  committee, 
the  bishop,  therefore,  resolved  to  obtain  professional  advice ; 
and  an  opinion  was  sought  at  the  hands  of  some  of  the  ablest 
jurists  of  Virginia.  Bushrod  Washington,  Edmund  Ran- 
dolph, and  John  Wickham  were  consulted,  and,  as  the  result 
of  their  deliberations,  stated : — 

1.  That  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  was  the  exclu- 
sive owner  of  the  glebes, 

2.  That  so  far  was  the  title  of  the  church  from  being 
unpaired  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  that  on  no  sound  construc- 
tion did  they  clash,  but  that  the  title  of  the  church  stood 
upon  precisely  the  same  grounds  with  tlie  rights  of  private 
property,  which  had  been  recognised  and  secured  by  the 
principles  of  the  revolution  and  by  the  constitution. 

8.  That  any  question  concerning  the  right  of  property  in 
the  glebes  could  constitutionally  be  decided  by  the  judiciary 
alone. 

Having  obtained  this  opinion,  the  bishop  called  together 
the  convention  in  December,  1797,  and  in  his  address,  di- 
recting their  attention  to  the  church  property,  laid  before 
them  the  opinion  just  recited. 

The  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  attend  the  dis- 
cussion of  their  memorial  before  the  legislature,  and  in- 
structed them  to  propose  to  that  body  that  the  controversy 
should  be  submitted  to  the  decision  of  a  proper  tribunal  of 
justice. 

The  task  becomes  truly  painful,  of  following  through  tlie 
ecclesiastical  records  of  this  period  the  gradual  but  sure 
descent  of  the  church  from  level  to  level,each  a  little  lower 
than  the  former ;  and  of  witnessing  effort  after  effort  made 
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in  vain  by  her  few  remaining  friends  to  stay  her  down- 
-ward  coarse.  The  picture  presented  by  the  bishop  in  one 
of  his  addresses  about  this  timet  offers  to  our  contemplation 
a  suffering  clergy,  temples  in  every  stage  of  dilapidation 
and  decay,  and  an  increasing  indifference  to  the  interests 
of  the  church,  which  told  too  plainly  that  the  protracted 
struggle  was  fast  driving  Churchmen  into  the  hopelessness 
of  despair.* 

The  last  conventional  effort  of  which  we  have  any  record 
was  made  in  1799.  By  a  resolution  of  that  year,  the  bishop 
vras  directed  to  employ  counsel  to  defend  the  rights  of  the 
church  before  the  judiciary,  whenever  it  should  be  deemed 
most  proper  to  bring  the  question  before  it ;  and  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  church  now  sat  down  in  patience  to 
await  the  blow,  which  probably  was  seen  by  all  to  be 
inevitable.  The  crisis  came  at  last ;  and  on  the  twelfth  of 
January,  1802,  the  legislature  passed  the  law,  by  virtue  of 
which  the  glebes  of  Virginia  were  ordered  to  be  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public  The  warfare  begun  by  the  Bap- 
tists seven-and-twenty  years  before,  was  now  finished ;  the 
church  was  in  ruins,  and  the  triumph  of  her  enemies  was 
complete. 

Whether  the  argument  of  the  friends  of  the  church, 
founded  upon  the  constitution,  the  bill  of  rights,  and 
former  enactments  of  the  legislature,  was  deemed  so 
plausible  as  to  require  the  interference  of  the  Assembly 
to  deprive  it  of  its  force,  it  is  not  possible  to  say;  but 
so  it  was,  that  in  January,  1799,  an  act  was  passed  '*to 
declare  the  construction  of  the  bill  of  rights  and  constitu- 
tion, concerning  religion,"  whereby  every  act  which  had 
been  passed  since  the  revolution,  touching  the  church 
or  its  property,  was  repealed,  as  being  '*  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  of  the  constitution  and  of  religious  freedom,** 
and  as  tending  *'  manifestly  to  the  re-establishment  of  a 

•  liihop  ICadMon't  AddisM,  Miy,  17M. 
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national  church  ^  and  it  was  farther  declared  that  Mr. 
Jefferson's  celebrated  law  **  for  establishing  religious  free- 
dom,'' was  a  true  exposition  of  the  principles  of  the  bill 
of  rights  and  constitution.* 

The  preamble  to  the  law  directing  the  sale  of  the  glebes, 
recited,  that  **  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  January,  1700,  by  their  act  of  that  date  repealed 
all  the  laws  relative  to  the  late  Protestant  Episcopal  church, 
and  declared  a  true  exposition  of  the  principles  of  the  bill 
of  rights  and  constitution  respecting  the  same  to  be  con- 
tained in  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  for  establishing  religious 
freedom  ;'  thereby  recognising  the  principle  that  all  prop- 
erty formerly  belonging  to  the  said  church,  of  every  de- 
scription, devolved  on  the  good  people  of  this  common- 
wealth on  the  dissolution  of  the  British  government  here, 
in  the  same  degree  in  which  the  right  and  interest  of  the 
said  church  was  therein  derived  from  them;**  and  that 
although  the  General  Assembly  possessed  the  right  of  au- 
thorizing a  sale  of  all  such  property  indiscriminately,  yet 
being  desirous  to  reconcile  all  the  good  people  of  this  com- 
monwealth, it  was  deemed  inexpedient  at  that  time  to  dis- 
turb the  possession  of  the  present  incumbents.  It  then 
proceeded  to  enact,  that  in  any  county  where  any  glebe 
was  or  should  become  vacant,  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
should  have  full  power  to  sell  the  same.  The  proceeds  of 
the  sale  were  directed  to  be  appropriated  to  the  poor  of  the 
parish,  or  to  any  other  object  which  a  majority  of  free- 
holders and  housekeepers  in  the  parish  might  by  writing 
direct,  provided  that  nothing  should  authorize  an  appropri- 
ation of  it  "  to  any  religious  purpose  whatever."  The 
church  edifices,  with  the  property  contained  in  them,  and 
churchyards,  were  not  to  be  sold  under  the  law,  neither 
were  any  private  donations  made  before  the  year  1777,  if 
there  was  any  person  in  being  entitled  to  hold  property 


•  Ltwi  of  Viiyinu,  editiim  of  1808,  p.  888 
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under  the  original  donor.    Gifti  and  subscriptions  made 
after  the  year  1777  were  left  untouched. 

If  there  should  be  those  who  are  disposed  to  view  this 
law  as  an  illegal  encroachment  upon  the  Tested  rights  of 
the  church,  it  is  proper  to  remind  them  of  the  reasons 
which  satisfied  those  who  enacted  it  that  they  were  doing 
right  They  supposed  that  from  the  beginning  the  frof- 
trty  of  the  glebes  was  in  the  people^^  not  in  the  clergy^  and 
that,  as  the  number  of  Episcopalians  in  the  parishes  which 
remained  was  not  a  majority  of  the  people,  therefore  no 
injustice  was  done  by  the  act  in  question.  Many  who 
voted  for  the  law  felt  compelled  to  do  so  by  the  force  of 
popular  opinion. 

The  very  natural  inquiry  will  here  be  proposed, "  What 
was  the  efiect  of  this  law,  and  how  far  were  the  people 
benefited  by  the  sale  of  the  glebes  7*^  We  answer  this 
inquiry  in  the  words  of  one  of  our  contemporaries,  who 
has  always  lived  in  Virginia : — ^**  Under  this  act  not  only 
glebes,  but  churches,  and  even  the  communion  plate,  have 
been  sold."t  "  The  purchasers  of  the  glebes  have,  in  every 
instance  where  a  sale  has  been  made,  paid,  as  it  were, 
almost  nothing  for  them.**;];  ^  After  all  that  has  been  done, 
how  has  the  public  been  benefited,  either  in  a  moral  or  pe- 
cuniary way  t  If  it  has  been  benefited,  let  those  who  can, 
show  it.  It  is  denied  that  the  public  has  in  any  way  derived 
the  least  benefit  from  the  sale  of  any  of  the  glebes  which 
have  been  scdd.  It  is  well  known  that  in  some  counties  the 
money  has  got  into  the  hands  of  some  of  the  overseers  of 
the  poor,  and  there  it  has  remained.''§ 

Nay,  at  this  moment,  should  we  ask  where  are  the  ves* 
sels  which  were  once  consecrated  to  the  service  of  Almighty 
God,  to  be  used  in  that  holy  sacrament  which  the  Redeemer 

Vid«  anU,  p.  S6.  et  «L  V9,  the  oveneen  of  Uie  poor 

t  LM*f  Rairiefr  of  ttie  Chuieel-  of  Loudoan  county  «t  aL  p.  16. 
lot's  optiuoii  in  tlie  c«m  of  SeUeii        t  Ibid.  p.  S6. 
^  Dad.  p.  16. 
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iostituted  ''for  a  perpetual  memory  of  his  death  and  sacri- 
fice, until  his  coming  again,"  what  must  be  the  answer? 
The  sacred  vessels  of  the  temple  have  been  scattered,  they 
have  passed  in  some  instances  into  impious  hands.  Within 
our  own  times  has  the  fact  occurred  that  a  reckless  sensu- 
alist has  administered  the  morning  dram  to  his  guests  from 
the  silver  cup  which  has  often  contained  the  consecrated 
symbol  of  his  Saviour's  blood  I*  In  another  instance,  the 
entire  sel  of  communion  plate  of  one  of  the  old  churches 
is  in  the  hands  of  one  who  belongs  to  the  society  of  Bap- 
tists.t  It  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  Bishop  of  Virginia,  ia 
the  course  of  his  visitations,  to  witness  the  conversion  of  a 
marble  baptismal  font  into  a  watering-trough  for  horses. 
These  facts  last  recorded  did  not  take  place  by  virtue  of  the 
law  of  1802 ;  for  that  authorized  no  sale  of  the  Jumiture 
of  the  church :  but  still  they  are  a  consequence  of  that  law; 
they  prove  that  when  once  the  decree  has  gone  forth  which 
touches  what  a  church  claims  as  its  lawful  rights — ^whea 
once  the  public  are  taught  that  their  legislators  feel  obliged, 
on  such  a  subject,  to  yield  to  their  demands — the  barrier  is 
broken  down ;  might  makes  right ;  and  no  man  can  foretell 
how  far  the  zeal  of  the  people  will  outstrip  the  intentions  of 
their  legislators.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice  that  the 
records  of  history  present  few  or  no  instances  in  which  the 
spoliation  of  property  devoted  to  literary  or  ecclesiastical 
purposes,  has  not  failed,  first,  to  accomplish  the  benefit 
which  was  avowed  as  the  cause  of  the  interference  with 
it ;  and,  secondly,  to  be  stayed  within  the  limits  contem- 
plated by  those  who  advised  it* 

In  view  of  the  facts  just  related,  we  are  constrained  to 
say,  that  if  in  her  former  prosperous  condition  the  church 
in  Virginia  had  sinned  more  deeply  than  she  is  accused  of 
having  done,  even  by  her  enemies,  verily,  in  the  ruin  which 

*  M8,  latter  in  tlie  anthor'f  pontwion,  from  one  of  Um  Yirgima 

delBT* 
f  Ibid. 
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-we  have  now  seen  overtake  her,  she  has  made  an  ample, 
and,  to  her,  costly  atonement 

It  was  not  long  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1803, 
before  the  church  found  it  necessary  to  bring  the  constitu- 
tionality of  that  law  before  the  proper  tribunal  for  consid- 
eration. This  was  done  in  the  year  1804,  in  the  celebrated 
case  of  Turpin  et  al.  vs.  Locket  et  al.,  commonly  known  as 
the  Manchester  case.  The  defendants,  as  overseers  of  the 
poor,  had  undertaken  to  sell  the  glebe  lands  of  the  parish 
of  Manchester,  under  the  act  of  1802;  and  the  plain tifli, 
iwho  were  the  churchwardens  and  vestrymen,  filed  a  bill  in 
chancery,  to  prevent  the  sale  by  an  injunction** 

The  cause  finally,  by  an  appeal  from  the  decree  of  Chan- 
cellor Wythe,  came  before  the  court  of  appeals,  the  highest 
tribunal  in  Virginia ;  which,  at  that  time,  was  composed  of 
Judge  Pendleton,  the  president,  with  Judges  Carrington, 
Lyons,  Roane,  and  Fleming.  The  last  named  gentleman, 
however,  did  not  sit  in  the  cause,  because  he  considered 
himself  interested  in  the  decision.f 

As  the  principles  involved  in  the  case  were  of  great  im- 
portance, and  the  property  of  the  glebes  was  of  much 
value,  it  may  readily  be  supposed  that  the  cause  excited  a 
deep  interest ;  and,  after  an  elaborate  argument,  the  court 
declined  then  giving  an  opinion,  and  held  it  under  advise- 
ment. In  the  vacation  which  succeeded.  Judge  Pendleton 
prepared  his  opinion  in  writing ;  it  was,  that  the  act  of 
1802  was  onoonstitutional,  and  that  the  glebes  belonged  to 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  church.  But,  on  the  night  before 
the  opinion  was  to  have  been  pronounced,  Judge  PendleUm 
iied;X  and  as  Judges  Carrington  and  Lyons  were  both 
known  to  be  of  a  similar  opinion,  the  judgment  of  the  court, 
but  for  the  death  of  its  president,  would  have  been  rendered 
on  the  next  day  for  the  church. 

•  6  Cftfl**  R«port%  118.  offtfMen  of  the  poor  of  LondooB, 

t  Lea's  Renew  of  Uie  ChaiMSl-    p.  17. 
tei^  offakA  ki  BMm  el  eL  «».       t  6  GeU'e  Repoile,  187. 
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After  the  death  of  Judge  Pendleton,  Judge  Tucker  was 
appointed  to  succeed  him,  and  the  cause  was  again  argued. 
The  grounds  taken  were  briefly  these :  on  the  part  of  the 
defendants  it  was  argued,  1.  That  if  the  church  had  power 
to  bold  the  glebes  before  the  American  revolution,  that 
event  destroyed  such  power ;  and  upon  a  dissolution  of  the 
former  political  system,  the  glebes  devolved  upon  the  com- 
monwealth. 

To  this  it  was  answered,  that  by  various  legislative  acts 
adopted  after  the  chapge  in  government,  the  very  framers 
of  the  constitution,  who  adopted  these  acts,  conclusively 
showed  that  they  did  not  suppose  the  revolution  had  de* 
stroyed  the  church :  thus,  on  the  very  day  after  the  decla- 
ration  of  independence,  the  convention  of  Virginia  altered 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  to  accommodate  it  to  the 
change  in  afiairs ;  and  it  should  here  be  added,  that  Judges 
Carrington  and  Lyons,  both  of  whom  were  members  of  the 
convention  of  Virginia,  declared,  in  their  opinion,  that  the 
destruction  of  the  church  was  not  supposed,  at  the  time,  to 
have  resulted  from  the  change  of  government.  It  was  also 
answered,  that  revolutions  are  intended  to  preserve  rights, 
not  to  take  them  away ;  and  that  alteratiops  in  the  form 
of  a  government  do  not  affect  the  rights  of  private  prop- 
erty. 

3.  It  was  urged  that  a  distinction  obtains  between  a  na- 
tural person  and  an  artificial  body,  such  as  a  corporation: 
that  even  admitting  the  rights  of  the  first  to  be  unmolested 
by  a  revolution,  yet  the  rights  of  the  latter  are  thereby 
lost. 

In  reply,  it  was  said,  that  as  all  property  was  matter  of 
civil  institution,  and  the  right  to  it  was  not  natural,  but  in 
all  cases  created  by  law,  the  ground  on  which  private  prop- 
erty was  held  sacred  applied  as  forcibly  to  a  society  as  it 
did  to  an  individual. 

3.  It  was  argued  that  the  church,  as  a  society,  lost  its 
corporate  existence  by  the  revolution:  first,  because  the 
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Ung,  one  of  its  integral  parts,  was  gone ;  secondly,  because 
incorporated  religious  societies  were  contrary  to  the  six- 
teenth article  of  the  bill  of  rights ;  and,  thirdly,  because 
the  profits  of  the  glebes  were  emobanenUt  which  were  for- 
bidden by  the  fourth  article. 

It  was  answered,  that  neither  of  these  positions  was 
true. 

First,  the  king  never  was  an  integral  part  of  the  estab- 
lished church,  even  in  England ;  but,  if  he  were,  then  a 
society  is  not  destroyed  by  the  removal  of  one  of  its  parts, 
provided  enough  be  left  to  carry  on  its  operations. 

Secondly,  the  sixteenth  article  of  the  bill  of  rights  relates 
simply  to  the  rights  of  conscience*  and  the  mutual  charities 
due  from  man  to  man.* 

Thirdly,  the  fourth  article  does  not  relate  to  property  at 
all,  but  to  emoluments  and  privileges  subsequently  to  be 
created  in  favour  of  the  great  officers  of  government;  and 
refers  to  magistrates,  legislators,  and  judges  only. 

Upon  the  second  argument.  Judges  Carrington  and  Lyons 
still  retained  their  former  opinion.  Judge  Tucker  concurred 
in  opinion  with  Judge  Roane  that  the  act  of  1802  was  con- 
stitutional, and  that  the  glebes  might  be  sold ;  while  Judge 
Fleming,  who  was  known  to  agree  with  Judges  Carrington 
and  Lyons,  still  declined,  for  the  reason  before  given,  to  sit 
in  the  case.  Thus  the  court  was  equally  divided  ;  and,  of 
course,  the  decree  below,  from  which  an  appeal  had  been 
taken,  was  affirmed ;  though  it  has  never  yet  been  deter- 
mined by  a  majority  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  Virginiay 
that  the  law  of  1802  is  constitutional. 

*  The  article  ie  in  these  woide : — **  That  ieKgi<iD,  or  the  duty  which  we 
owe  to  our  Creator,  and  the  manner  of  diMharging  it,  can  be  directed  onlj  bj 
leaaon  and  conTiction,  not  bj  force  or  violence,  and  therefore  all  men  are 
equally  entitled  to  the  firee  exerciae  of  religion,  according  to  the  dictates  of 
oontcience  ;  and  that  it  is  the  mutual  duty  of  all  to  pn^tiae  Chriatian  for- 
bearanee,  lore,  and  charity  towards  each  other." 
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CHAPTER  IIIL 
1805-1816. 

C wJlwi  of  1806— An  iMirtant  BiAop  pnpoMd— ItiMnCiif  Ckrgf 

wcoimiMindjd  Butpmnon  of  CooTentioii*— Ditth  of  Bliliop  Modtsoa 
— Electioo  of  Dr.  Bradwn  to  tho  Epbeopoto— Ho  dw&iM— Uttor  Pkm»> 
tntioD  of  •  port  of  Um  Chafdi — Fint  dawn  of  ImpfOfoiMiit  inbor  Pioo> 
pwli  KkclioB  of  Bkhop  Moon  to  tht  Eptooopote  CitBtgf  Boi  man 
muMMw  tbui  thoj  woio  aboat  Two  Hnndrad  Yaaia  befaw  Rothat  of 
tha  Ghnidi— Zoal  and  LdMNin  of  tho  Bishop  and  Cletgy— Boqiiaat  tof . 
tha  Chordi — Ditdplina  of  tha  Laity — ^A  nmnber  of  new  Chmchoa  fauH 
— Old  ooaa  lapahod — ^Dlllletiklas  aiiafaig  flrom  tho  Bfahop*a  beinf  a 
Paikh  M  lidMr— Thaotogieal  EAicatioiL 

Thb  coDTeotion  of  1805  opened  with  aQ-attendaiice  of 
fifteen  clergymen  and  sixteen  laymen ;  and  when  it  it  re- 
membered that  the  posture  of  affairs  was  now  such  as  put 
in  peril  everything  to  which  the  church  had  a  claim,  and 
therefore  made  a  loud  call  upon  Episcopalians  to  come  to 
her  aid  with  their  counsels,  we  are  constrained  to  con- 
sider the  limited  number  of  attendants  upon  the  convention 
as  evidence,  that  in  the  minds  of  Churchmen  generally  the 
further  prosecution  of  their  cause  was  deemed  useless. 

Such,  however,  was  not  the  sentiment  of  the  few  who  did 
assemble*  Though  feeble  in  numbers,  they  were  yet  reso- 
lute in  purpose ;  and  considering  the  great  question  of  the 
title  to  the  glebes  as  yet  undecided,  they  did  not  fail  to  put 
upon  their  records  a  solemn  protest  against  the  law  of  1802 
as  being  unconstitutional,  and  unanimously  resolved  that  the 
bishop  and  standing  committee  should  be  authorized  and 
requested  **  to  pursue  to  the  end"  the  defence  of  the  rights 
and  property  of  the  church*  They  called  also  upon  eveiy 
to  send  its  contribution  towards  a  fund  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  defraying  any  and  all  expenses  which  might  be  in- 
curred in  carrying  into  effect  their  resolution  ;  and  that  the 
precise  condition  of  every  portion  of  the  property  in  dis- 
pute might  be  well  understood,  they  required  of  the  visiters 
to  report  without  delay  to  the  bishop  and  standing  com- 
mittee the  name  of  every  parish,  and  of  every  incumbent 
of  a  parish  within  their  respective  districts,  what  glebes  had 
been  sold  under  the  law  of  1802,  and  what  were  then  in 
litigation. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  most  important  matter  be- 
fore them,  they  next  directed  their  attention  to  the  more 
effectual  government  of  the  church ;  both  clergy  and  laity 
were  laid  under  more  restraints  than  were  common  in 
practice,  and  to  a  disciplined  layman  was  allowed  the  right 
of  appeal  to  the  convention  from  the  sentence  of  his  minister 
and  vestrymen. 

Bishop  Madison  began  now  to  feel  the  weight  of  years 
and  incessant  occupation.  He  was  verging  towards  three- 
score, and  in  addition  to  the  anxieties  created  by  the  con- 
dition of  the  church,  as  exhibited  in  our  previous  pages,  he 
was  also  burdened  with  the  cares  of  William  and  Mary 
College,  of  which  he  still  continued  to  be  the  head.  Urging 
therefore  upon  the  convention  the  feebleness  of  a  failing 
body,  he  asked  that  an  assistant  bishop  might  be  appointed 
to  aid  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  The  convention 
resolved  that  it  was  expedient  to  appoint  such  an  officer, 
but  postponed  the  nomination  of  him  until  the  next  conven- 
tion. This,  it  is  believed,  is  the  first  instance  in  the  history 
of  the  American  Episcopal  church  in  which  mention  is 
made  of  assistant  bishops. 

There  was  one  other  measure  brought  before  the  con- 
vention of  1805,  which,  according  to  the  disposition  of  dif- 
ferent minds,  may  be  deemed  an  exhibition  of  commend- 
able zeal»  or  a  stroke  of  calculating  policy.  Many  of  the 
parishes  were  without  pastors;  it  was  therefore  deter- 
mined that  they  should  be  supplied  by  itinerating  mioii- 
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terst  to  be  selected  by  the  bishop  and  standing  committee, 
and  to  be  paid  out  of  a  fund  to  be  raised  by  general  sub- 
scription in  tlie  churches.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  in  a 
newly  settled  country,  where  the  population  is  scattered, 
and  society  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  organized,  the  sys- 
tem of  itinerancy  may  be  advantageously  resorted  to  for  a 
time  at  least ;  and  even  in  older  countries,  when  the  desti- 
tution of  clergymen  has  become  great,  it  may  be  highly 
expedient  to  introduce  the  same  system  ;  it  is  in  fact  but  a 
primitive  species  of  missionary  labour,  and  we  know  it  to 
have  been  often  blessed  in  its  results.  There  was  doubt- 
less in  Virginia  a  necessity  for  more  ministerial  labours 
than  could  be  had,  and  the  measure  adopted  by  the  con- 
vention may  therefore  have  been  prompted  by  zeal  alone ; 
but  inasmuch  as  many  of  the  parishes  possessed  glebes, 
which,  under  the  law  of  1802,  were  liable  to  be  sold  in  all 
cases  where  there  was  no  incumbent,  the  expedient  of  itin- 
erating ministers,  who  periodically  should  visit  destitute 
parishes,  may  by  some  be  uncharitably  supposed  to  have 
been  a  scheme  intended  merely  to  furnish  the  parishes  with 
ministers,  ^o  far  at  least  as  might  be  necessary  to  prevent 
the  sale  o.  .heir  property.  A  more  probable  and  kind  con- 
jecture is,  that  there  were  exhibited  such  beneficial  results 
in  the  adoption  of  an  itinerating  ministry  by  the  Method- 
ists, that  Churchmen  were  taught  wisdom  by  their  example. 
The  subject  of  an  assistant  bishop  did  not  again  come 
under  consideration ;  indeed,  the  depressed  condition  of  the 
church  was  such,  that  there  was  no  conventional  meeting 
before  which  it  could  be  brought ;  for  it  is  believed  that 
from  the  period  now  under  consideration  up  to  the  year 
1812,  no  convention  assembled  in  Virginia.  It  was  the 
dark  day  of  the  churcl)^  .^jshop  Madison  was  gradually 
sinking  under  the  comL  .  %.  .ght  of  college  cares  and 
■ 'joopal  anxieties,  and  A'  ^::jS  to  have  yielded,  in  some 
degree  at  least,  to  that  d  ^ir  which  had  already  settled 
on  the  minds  of  so  mar     Churchmen.    The  rest  of  the 
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clergy,  greatly  diminished  however  in  numbers,  still  con- 
tinued to  officiate,  and  occasionally  some  one  among  them, 
in  whose  case  some  peculiarity  of  circumstance  was  sup- 
posed to  exist,  which  exempted  it  from  the  ordinary  appli- 
cation of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  the  glebes,  ventured  to  as- 
sert his  right  by  an  appeal  to  the  tribunals  of  the  country; 
and  sometimes  such  an  appeal  was  not  without  success. 
With  the  exception  of  such  occasional  claims  on  the  part 
of  the  clergy,  the  evidence  is  nearly  uniform,  that  all  hope 
of  raising  the  church  from  the  dust  had  been  well  nigh 
abandoned  by  Episcopalians. 

The  death  of  Bishop  Madison,  which  occurred  on  the 
sixth  of  March,  1812,  was  the  first  circumstance  which  in- 
terrupted this  state  of  stagnation,  and  compelled  the  church 
once  more  to  assemble  in  convention.  Thirteen  clergymen 
and  twelve  laymen  accordingly  met  in  Richmond,  about 
two  months  after  the  death  of  the  bishop;  and  among  the 
names  of  the  clergy  is  to  be  found  that  of  one,  who,  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  best  families  of  Virginia,  and  then 
a  very  young  man,  but  just  ordained,  had  presented  the 
example,  rare  enough  at  that  day,  of  relinq'^^'thing  the 
prospects  which  wealth  and  family  influence  uJight  have 
opened  before  him,  and  of  devoting  himself  to  the  ministry 
in  the  church  of  his  fathers.  That  gentleman  is  now  the 
assistant  bishop  of  Virginia,  and  is  thus  mentioned  because 
he  was  one  of  those  who  were  most  active  in  the  resuscita- 
tion of  the  church  in  his  native  state. 

One  of  the  most  important  measures  of  this  convention 
was  the  election  of  a  successor  to  Bishop  Madison.  The 
choice  of  the  convention  fell  upon  the  Rev.  Doctor  Bracken, 
by  an  almost  unanimous  vote.  If  additional  evidence  were 
needed  of  the  almost  entire  nv  f  the  church,  it  might  be 
gathered  from  another  act  6  »j  '-iinvention.  The  number 
of  members  required  by  cj  to  form  a  quorum  wa&     » 

teen ;  and  the  number  nee  i  iry  to  adopt  any  canon  was 
twenty-five.    Under  this  1  ji;  of  the  church,  it  may  well  be 
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questioned  whether  the  body  which  assembled  ic&s  legally 
a  convention ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  compliance 
with  the  canon,  as  to  the  number  of  clergy,  was  at  that 
time  very  difficult,  if  not  actually  impossible.  The  con- 
vention, therefore,  from  necessity  altered  the  canon,  and 
made  nine  members  competent  to  transact  business,  and 
fifteen  necessary  to  pass  a  canon  in  the  conventions  of  a 
state,  which  could  once  number  its  hundred  ministers. 

The  effort  to  provide  a  successor  in  the  episcopate  proved 
abortive,  for  in  May,  1813,  Dr.  Bracken  declined  the  ap- 
pointment, and  the  convention  of  that  year,  which  barely 
bad  a  quorum,  did  not  proceed  to  another  election.  Such 
bad  now  become  the  poverty  of  some  of  the  churches  which 
once  supported  their  clergymen  without  difficulty,  that  the 
convention  felt  the  necessity  of  making  some  effort  to  save 
them  from  entire  destruction.  This  feeling  gave  birth  to 
the  following  resolutions: — 

**  Whereas,  from  the  destitute  state  of  the  churches  in 
this  state,  many  piously  disposed  persons  who  are  attached 
to  the  doctrine,  worship,  and  discipline  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  are  deprived  of  the  means  of  worshipping 
Grod  according  to  her  venerable  forms,  to  the  great  un- 
happiness  of  themselves,  as  well  as  to  the  great  detriment 
of  the  church  at  large ; 

*'  Resolved,  therefore,  tliat  it  is  expedient  to  raise  a  fund 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  support  of  such  clergymen 
of  piety  and  talents  as  may  be  obtained  to  perform  divine 
service  in  such  districts  in  the  state  as  may  be  assigned  to 
them  by  the  convention. 

••  Resolved,  that  the  clergy  and  vestry,  or  any  influential 
members  of  the  church  in  the  several  parishes  in  the  state 
be,  and  are  hereby  requested  to  use  their  best  endeavours, 
either  by  subscriptions  or  otherwise,  to  promote  this  ob- 
ject. 

*^  Resolved,  that  the  members  of  this  church  generally, 
are  hereby  most  earnestly  entreated  to  consider  the  neces- 
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sity  of  adopting  zealous  measures  for  the  restoration  of  re* 
ligion  among  us;  that  they  endeavour  to  manifest  their 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  and  their  sense  of  the  awful 
importance  of  his  blessed  revelation ;  that  they  consider 
the  unspeakable  rewards  they  will  receive  from  that  gra- 
cious master  to  whom  they  belong,  whose  goodness  de« 
mands  the  warmest  returns  of  love,  duty,  and  obedience ; 
and  that  they  will  contribute  to  the  utmost  in  their  power 
to  render  this  most  acceptable  service  to  his  cause." 

The  standing  committee  was  directed  to  prepare  and 
distribute  an  address  upon  the  condition  of  the  church ; 
and  an  idea  of  its  character  may  be  gathered  from  the 
tenor  of  the  resolutions  just  recorded.  Disheartening 
however  as  is  their  language,  it  is  proper  to  mention  that 
the  journals  of  this  year  do  exhibit  some  symptoms,  faint 
indeed,  but  still  cheering,  of  reviving  zeal  for  the  church  of 
Christ.  The  period  through  which,  for  some  years,  our 
narrative  has  been  taking  us,  is  one  for  the  most  part  of 
such  gloomy  darkness,  that  the  smallest  ray  of  light  is  felt 
to  be  a  blessing.  The  record  is  therefore  made  with  grati- 
tude, that,  at  this  convention,  contributions  in  aid  of  the 
church  were  sent  in  from  twelve  parishes :  let  us  not  de- 
spise them  because  they  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  but 
fifty-five  pounds.  We  must  not  forget  that  there  was  a 
time  when  nothing  was  contributed. 

Thankful  should  we  be  also  that  we  are  about  to  emerge 
from  the  darkness  which  has  so  long  shrouded  the  church. 
The  fact  recorded  in  the  last  paragraph  was  the  dawning 
light  of  a  brighter  day;  the  church  in  Virginia  was  now 
about  entering  upon  a  course  which  has  steadily  continued 
to  the  present  day  to  be  upward.  The  event  which  most 
prominently  marked  its  commencement  was  the  election 
to  the  episcopate  of  its  present  venerated  diocesan,  the 
Right  Rev.  Richard  Channing  Moore.  This  event  took 
place  in  May,  18:4,  and  the  journals  of  the  convention,  by 
which  the  election  was  made»  show  the  presence  of  but 
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mven  clergymen  and  seventeen  laymen.  We  look  back 
upon  the  past,  and  are  struck  with  the  contrast.  Seren 
clei^ymen  were  all  that  could  be  convened  to  transact  the 
most  important  measure  which  our  conventions  are  ever 
called  on  to  perform ;  and  this  in  a  territory  where,  once* 
more  than  ten  times  seven  regularly  served  at  the  altar. 
We  look  back  farther  still,  and  find  the  church,  after  the 
lapse  of  two  hundred  years,  numbering  about  as  many 
ministers  as  she  possessed  at  the  close  of  the  first  eight 
years  of  her  existence. 

The  choice  made  by  this  little  handful  of  clergy  and  laity 
was  well  and  wisely  made.  If  the  Bishop  of  Virginia  were 
gathered  to  the  rest  of  that  blessed  inheritance  which  awaits 
him,  it  would  be  alike  an  act  of  duty  and  of  pleasure  to 
permit  ourselves  freely  to  render  that  afiectionate  and 
well-earned  tribute  of  respect  which,  in  doing  justice  to 
him,  would  therein  also  do  honour  to  ourselves ;  but  we 
must  not  forget  what  is  due  to  the  sensitive  modesty  of 
living  worth. 

The  individual  who  truly  deserves  the  esteem  of  his 
fellows,  is  apt  to  possess  a  delicacy  of  feeling  which  pre- 
fers that  men  should  love  him  rather  than  praise  bim.  In 
our  notice  of  the  diocesan  of  Virginia,  we  would  not  shock 
that  delicacy. 

The  Right  Reverend  Richard  Channing  Moore,  bishop 
of  the  diocess  of  Virginia,  was  born  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  August,  1762.  His  father 
was  Thomas  Moore,  son  of  the  Honourable  John  Moore, 
Esq.,  one  of  his  majesty's  council,  for  what,  at  that  time, 
was  the  province  of  New- York. 

At  the  age  of  eight  years,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
placed  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Alexander  Leslie,  professor 
of  languages  in  King's  (now  Columbia)  College ;  and,  under 
his  instruction,  he  continued  until  the  commencement  of 
the  war  of  the  revolution,  at  which  period  he  had  com- 
pleted his  classical  studies. 
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At  the  early  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  upon  the  study  of 
medicine,  under  the  direction  of  Doctor  Richard  Bayley,a 
celebrated  physician  and  surgeon  of  that  day;  and  after 
completing  his  professional  studies,  he  entered  on  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  in  which  he  continued  until  the  year 
1787. 

The  religious  impressions  of  Doctor  Moore  commenced 
at  a  very  early  period,  as  he  remembers  their  existence 
even  in  his  boyhood :  during  his  practice  of  medicine,  how- 
ever, they  returned  upon  him  with  increased  force ;  and 
the  result  was  a  determination  to  devote  himself  to  the 
Christian  ministry.  The  profession  of  an  Episcopal  clergy- 
man was  one  which  then  held  out  no  worldly  temptation 
to  him  who  sought  it ;  for  it  offered  in  most  parts  of  the 
country  no  recompense  at  all  for  his  labours,  because  in 
most  parts  the  church  had  been  prostrated  by  the  war ; 
and  its  remuneration  was  but  scanty,  even  in  those  places 
where  the  church  had  survived  the  storm.  But  Doctor 
Moore  had  no  worldly  ends  to  answer,  and  therefore  did 
not  hesitate  to  devote  himself  to  a  cause,  not  the  less  dear 
or  honoured  in  his  eyes  for  being  humble  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world.  His  purpose  being  fixed,  he  immediately  en- 
tered on  a  course  of  preparatory  study,  and  under  the 
superintendence  of  his  old  preceptor,  Mr.  Leslie,  he  revised 
his  classical  reading. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1787,  he  was  admitted  to  deacon's 
orders  by  the  Right  Reverend  Samuel  Provoost,  the  first 
bishop  of  the  diocess  of  New- York.  There  were  several 
circumstances  connected  with  his  ordination  which  im- 
parted to  it  more  than  usual  interest  in  his  eyes.  He  was 
the  first  individual  who  received  orders  at  the  hands  of  the 
new  bishop,  and  probably  the  first  who  ever  received 
episcopal  ordination  in  his  native  city:  at  the  time  of  his 
admission  into  the  ministry,  he  constituted  the  sixth  or 
seventh  clergyman  in  the  large  diocess  of  New- York, 
which  now  contains  more  than  two  hundred  Episcopal 
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dei^gyman ;  ud  the  ordination  took  place  in  St  George^s 
Chapelt  where  he  had  been  baptiied,  and  confirmed,  and 
at  the  altar  of  which  he  bad  first  received  the  Eucharist* 
In  the  following  September,  he  received  priest's  orders  in 
the  same  chapel,  and  from  the  same  bishop,  and  immedi- 
ately  took  charge  of  the  parish  of  Grac^  Church,  in  the 
township  of  Rye,  Westchester  county. 

The  edifice  in  which  the  coi^regation  at  Rye  now  wor- 
ships, is  a  monument  of  his  zeal,  and  a  part  of  the  first 
firuits  of  his  labours  in  promoting  the  temporal  as  well  as 
spiritual  welfare  of  the  church,  which  he  has  so  long  and 
so  truly  loved :  it  was  by  his  exertions  that  the  money 
was  raised  with  which  this  church  was  built. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1788  he  was  invited  to  accept  of  the 
rectorship  of  St  Andrew's  Church,  on  Staten  Island ;  to 
which  place  he  removed  in  the  month  of  October  of  that 
year.  This  field  of  his  labours  he  continued  to  occupy  for 
twenty-one  years,  and  he  here  reared  for  himself  a  me- 
morial such  as  a  Christian  minister  may  contemplate  with 
gratitude.  The  flock  committed  to  bis  charge  increased 
so  greatly,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  erect  a  chapel 
on  the  north  side  of  the  island,  which  was  soon  filled  with 
attentive  hearers. 

As  a  preacher,  Bishop  Moore  has  been  eminently  success- 
ful :  indeed,  it  may  well  be  questioned  whether  the  labours 
of  any  one  clergyman  in  the  Episcopal  church  in  the  United 
States  have  been  more  abundantly  blessed  than  have  those 
of  this  prelate.  With  a  manner  the  most  persuasive  and  af- 
fectionate, mingled  with  great  earnestness  of  feeling,  and  un- 
doubted piety,  his  preaching  has,  by  the  Spirit's  blessing, 
found  its  way  to  the  heart  of  many  a  hearer.  An  incident  oc- 
curred in  the  course  of  his  ministry  on  Staten  Island  so  re- 
markable, that  it  deserves  to  be  recorded.  The  bishop  was 
never  at  any  time  disposed  to  countenance  the  unnatural  and 
feverbh  excitement  in  congregations,  which,  often  the  result 
of  animal  etnotion  powerfully  wrought  upon^  perhaps^  by 
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artificial  machinery  of  man's  inventions,  sometimes  passes 
current  for  a  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, perceive  why  the  same  Spirit,  which  by  its  blessed 
influences  operates  on  the  heart  and  conscience  of  one 
sinner,  bringing  him  to  repentance  towards  God,  and  a 
living  faith  in  the  Redeemer,  might  not  also  operate  simul- 
taneously on  many  sinners  with  the  same  happy  result ; 
though,  for  the  production  of  such  an  end,  he  knew  of  no 
means,  except  such  as  were  sanctioned  in  the  orderly  ser- 
vices of  the  church  to  which  he  belonged.  Prayer,  public 
and  private,  the  stated  worship  of  the  church,  her  comfort- 
able sacraments,  and  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  Gospel, 
were  all  the  machinery  of  which  he  knew  either  the  law- 
fulness or  the  use.  He  had  been  perscveringly  engaged  in 
the  use  of  these  for  a  length  of  time,  until,  at  an  hour,  when 
nothing  unusual  had  seemingly  occurred  to  produce  any 
solemn  effect,  the  minds  of  his  people  seemed  to  be  simul- 
taneously awakened  to  the  infinite  value  of  divine  things. 

It  was  at  one  of  his  stated  lectures  in  the  church,  that 
after  the  usual  services  had  concluded,  and  the  benediction 
been  pronounced,  he  sat  down  in  his  pulpit,  waiting  for  the 
people  to  retire.  To  his  great  surprise,  he  soon  observed 
that  not  an  individual  present  seemed  disposed  to  leave 
the  church ;  and,  after  the  interval  of  a  few  minutes,  during 
which  a  perfect  silence  was  maintained,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  arose,  and  respectfully  requested 
him  to  address  those  present  a  second  time.  After  sing- 
ing a  hymn,  the  bishop  delivered  to  them  a  second  dis- 
course, and  once  more  dismissed  the  people  with  the 
blessing.  But  the  same  state  of  feeling,  which  had  be- 
fore kept  them  in  their  seats,  still  existed,  and  once  more 
did  they  solicit  the  preacher  to  address  them ;  accord- 
ingly he  delivered  to  them  a  third  sermon;  and,  at  its 
close,  exhausted  by  the  labour  in  which  he  had  been  en- 
gaged, he  informed  them  of  ihe  impossibility  of  continuing 

II 
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the  senricei  on  hit  part,  once  more  blessed  tbem,  and 
aflectioDately  entreated  them  to  retire  to  their  homes. 

It  was  within  the  space  of  six  weeks,  after  the  scene 
above  described,  that  more  than  sixty  members  of  the  con- 
gr^ation  became  communicants;  and,  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  more  than  one  hundred  knelt  around  the  chancel 
of  8t  Andrew's,  who  had  noTer  knelt  there  before  as  par- 
takers of  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  in  the  retrospect  of  the  facts  we 
have  here  related,  the  bishop  should  entertain  an  opinion, 
best  expressed  in  his  own  words,  that,  **  although  we  have 
the  promise  of  heaven  to  be  always  present  vrith  the 
church,  still,  there  are  particular  seasons  in  which  the 
Almighty  displays  his  power  in  a  manner  so  overwhelm- 
ing, as  to  command  the  attention  of  his  rational  creatures ; 
to  dispel  that  coldness  which  makes  them  indiiierent  to  the 
calls  of  duty  $  to  excite  their  gratitude  to  God  for  his  mer- 
cies; to  melt  obdurate  offenders  into  contrition,  and  to 
oblige  them  to  sue  for  forgiveness  at  the  throne  of  grace." 
Nor  is  it  matter  of  surprise  that  the  good  bishop  should  be 
led  by  this  incident  in  his  own  ministerial  experience,  often 
to  impress,  as  he  does,  especially  upon  his  younger  clergy, 
the  duty,  at  seasons  in  which  the  Almighty  manifests  his 
presence  in  a  more  than  ordinary  way,  gladly  to  avail 
themselves  of  such  propitious  times  to  put  forth  redoubled 
efforts  in  their  Master's  cause. 

In  the  spring  of  1809,  the  bishop  was  invited  to  become 
the  rector  of  St.  Stephen's  Church,  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  and  removed  thither  in  June  of  the  same  year,  leav- 
ing his  son,  the  Rev.  David  Moore,  at  the  desire  of  the 
congregation,  in  charge  of  St  Andrew's  parish,  on  Staten 
Island. 

The  new  situation  in  which  he  found  himself  was  one 
beset  with  many  difficulties.  The  parish  was  young,  and, 
at  that  time,  the  church,  which  time  has  since  placed  in  the 
centre  of  a  crowded  population,  was  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
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city,  -with  but  little  more  than  thirty  families  attending  it ; 
among  which  miglit  be  found  about  twenty  communicants. 
The  bishop  continued  here  ministering  to  an  affectionate 
and  constantly  increasing  congregation  for  five  years ;  at 
the  expiration  of  which  time,  he  was  elected  to  the  episco- 
pate of  Virginia,  and  left  in  St.  Stephen's  about  four  hun- 
dred communicants. 

The  first  invitations  which  the  bishop  received  from  Vir- 
g'inia  were  from  several  of  the  clergy  of  that  diocess ;  these 
were,  in  fact,  but  proposals  to  permit  them  to  elect  him 
for  their  bishop ;  but  New- York  was  his  native  city,  he 
felt  that  to  him  no  other  place  would  for  a  long  time  be 
home;  and,  as  he  says  himself,  his  heart  dwelt  upon  the 
tomb  of  his  forefathers,  with  whom  he  desired,  at  last,  to 
rest  in  death,  in  the  cemetery  of  Trinity  Church ;  he  there- 
fore declined  their  proposals.  In  a  few  weeks,  however, 
he  received  further  proposals  from  some  distinguished 
gentlemen  of  the  laity  in  Virginia,  and  then  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  consideration  of  Bishop 
Hobart  and  the  clergy  of  the  city;  and,  after  mature  re- 
flection, they  were  of  opinion  that  he  ought  to  accept  the 
charge;  he  then  gave  his  assent,  was  elected  bishop  of 
Virginia,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  was  consecrated  in  May, 
1814. 

The  previous  pages  of  our  book  will  show  the  amount 
of  difficulties  which  he  was  called  to  meet  in  his  new  char- 
acter ;  the  success  with  which  he  met  them  will,  also,  be 
gathered  from  our  narrative.  The  clergy  were  not  nu- 
merous, as  we  have  seen ;  and  many  of  them  were  aged, 
and,  though  faithful  to  the  last,  were  not  able  to  do  much. 
There  were,  however,  four  gentlemen  of  the  clergy,  whose 
names  deserve  a  place  in  the  records  of  the  Virginia  church, 
and  who  should  be  held  by  future  Episcopalians  in  honour- 
able remembrance,  as  instruments  in  the  hands  of  God  in 
aiding  Bishop  Moore  to  revive  the  prostrate  church. 
Three  of  them  are  now  with  God ;  and  the  fourth  still 
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fives  and  labwn  with  all  the  zeal  of  his  earlier  years, 
'niese  gentlemen  were,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilmer,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Norris  of  Alexandria,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dunn  of  Loudon 
eountf,  and  the  present  assistant  bishop  of  Virginia. 
'*  It  only  remains  to  be  addedt  that  the  bishop  is  now  in 
the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age,  the  forty-ninth  of  his 
mimstry,  and  the  twenty-second  of  his  consecration ;  and 
at  a  period  of  life  when,  as  it  would  seem,  he  might  fairly 
ask  for  a  little  repose,  he  is  contemplating  the  resignation 
of  his  office  as  rector  of  the  Monumental  Church  in  Rich- 
mond, not  that  he  may  sit  down  in  idleness,  but  to  devote 
iiis  labours  exclusively  to^tfie  duties  of  his  higher  office. 

The  convention,  which  immediately  followed  the  elec- 
tion of  Bishop  Moore,  affi>rded  most  gratifying  evidence 
of  the  benefits  which  resulted  from  the  fresh  impulse 
created  by  his  presence,  and  almost  by  that  alone,  for  he 
had  been  able,  from  the  shortness  of  the  time,  to  do  but 
little.  Men's  hearts,  however,  were  not  now,  as  in  times 
past,  **  failing  them  for  fear^  that  all  was  lost  Accord- 
iDgly*  the  assemblage  of  the  clergy  at  the  convention  of 
1815  was  just  double  what  it  had  been  twelve  months  be- 
fore, while  the  presence  of  twenty-eight  lay  representatives 
attested  the  renewed  interest  which  the  laity  began  to  feel 
in  the  revival  of  the  church  of  their  fathers.  The  bishop 
in  his  address  informed  the  convention  that  he  had  found 
in  every  parish  which  he  had  visited  the  most  animated 
wish  in  the  people  to  repair  the  waste  places,  and  restore 
the  church  of  their  ancestors  to  its  primitive  purity  and 
excellence.  He  had  seen  congregations,  upon  the  bare 
mention  by  him  of  that  glory  which  once  irradiated  with 
its  beams  the  church  of  Virginia,  burst  into  tears,  and  by 
their  emotions  show  that  they  would  no  longer  be  idle 
spectators  of  its  present  prostration.  In  two  instances,  at 
least,  parishes  which  had  been  for  years  destitute  of  min- 
isterial services,  and  which  to  all  human  appearance  had 
sunk  into  the  sleep  of  death,  suddenly  aroused  themselves 
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in  all  the  vigour  of  perfect  health.  Nor  were  these  out- 
ward marks  of  prosperity  all  which  the  bishop  was  per- 
mitted to  witness:  he  found  the  minds  of  the  people  alive 
to  the  truths  of  religion,  and  manifesting  a  sensibility  to 
divine  things,  which,  he  said,  bordered  on  the  spirit  of 
gospel  times. 

In  the  production  of  this  pleasant  change  in  the  aspect 
of  affairs,  much  must  be  ascribed  to  the  zeal  and  piety  of 
the  younger  clergy.  It  is  not  intended  hereby  to  dis- 
parage their  elder  brethren.  Some  were  yet  alive  who 
had  known  the  church  before  the  revolution,  and  passed 
with  her  through  all  her  subsequent  struggles;  they  still 
laboured  for  her  with  a  love  which  no  adversities  had 
been  able  to  kill ;  and  in  their  limited  spheres,  limited  only 
because  the  infirmities  of  age  forbade  their  enlargement, 
they  were  found  faithfully  contributing  their  best  efforts  to 
advance  the  cause  to  which  their  lives  had  been  conse- 
crated. But  the  younger  clergy,  fired  with  zeal,  gave  to 
the  work  every  faculty  they  possessed ;  they  laboured  as 
missionaries  wherever  and  whenever  they  could.  In  the 
language  of  the  bishop,  '*  they  carried  the  standard  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  through  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
church:  they  went  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges, 
preaching  the  truths  of  their  Divine  Master  ;  and  by  their 
holy  conversation  with  the  people,  adorned  the  gospel  of 
Christ.'* 

Nor  would  it  be  just  to  the  laity  of  Virginia  not  to  men- 
tion the  cheerful  discharge,  on  their  part,  of  the  duty  of 
making  provision  for  the  support  of  their  clergymen,  who 
were  generally  left  dependant  on  the  liberality  of  their 
congregations.  An  instance  of  this  increasing  interest  of 
the  laity  in  the  prosperity  of  the  church  was  furnished, 
about  this  time,  by  a  devise  made  to  the  president,  pro- 
fessors, or  masters  of  William  and  Mary  College,  of  a 
tract  of  land  with  certain  slaves,  in  trust  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  clergymen  within  one  of  the  older  parishes, 
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and  for  the  payment  of  a  small  sum  annually  as  a  fund, 
to  be  applied  towards  defraying  the  general  expenses  of 
the  church. 

An  increase  in  the  number  of  the  clergy  was  also  one 
of  the  happy  fruits  of  the  first  year  of  Bishop  Moore's 
episcopate.  He  admitted  three  to  the  ministryy  and  en- 
rolled four  as  candidates  for  orders. 

The  subject  of  theological  education  which  had  hereto- 
fore, as  we  have  seen,  excited  attention  in  the  minds  of 
some,  began  again  to  awaken  interest  The  circumstance 
which  was  the  immediate  cause  of  now  bringing  it  into 
notice,  was  a  communication  from  the  president  of  William 
and  Mary  College,  addressed  to  the  convention,  upon  the 
expediency  of  providing  a  fund  for  the  support  of  the  theo- 
logical chair  in  that  institution,  which  had  long  been  va- 
cant The  matter  was  referred  to  the  bishop  and  standing 
committee,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  incident  contributed 
in  the  hands  of  Providence  to  produce,  a  few  years  after- 
ward, the  theological  school  at  Alexandria. 

There  was  a  topic  of  great  delicacy  which  also  came 
up  at  this  time  for  consideration.  It  is  a  fact,  familiar  to 
the  student  of  ecclesiastical  history,  that  modern  times 
exhibit  an  almost  total  relaxation  of  the  ancient  ecclesias- 
tical discipline :  an  entire  restoration  of  it  would  probably 
be  neither  expedient  nor  practicable,  and  yet  nothing  is 
more  certain  than  that  it  is  ruinous  to  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  the  church  to  permit  crime  in  its  members  to  escape 
with  impunity.  If  the  church  be  really  a  society,  it  is 
evident  that  there  must  be  government  in  it;  government 
implies  law ;  and  law  implies  penalties ;  the  infliction  of 
penalties  is  discipline.  The  only  point  of  danger  is.  Jest 
discipline  should  degenerate  into  tyranny:  let  this  be 
guarded  against,  and  no  reasonable  objection  can  be  made 
against  the  punishment  of  an  oflfender,  whether  clerical 
or  lay. 

The  church  in  her  rubrics,  relative  to  communicants, 
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has  made  provision  for  certain  cases  where  the  facts  are 
known  to  the  clergyman,  and  the  congregation  has  been 
offended  by  the  wickedness  of  the  communicant,  and  these 
rubrics  were  in  existence  at  the  period  now  under  review ; 
but  offences  for  which  a  layman  might  be  tried,  and  the 
mode  of  trial,  were  not  defined,  either  by  rubric  or  canon. 
Ample  provision  had  been  made  for  bringing  to  deserved 
punishment  a  clergyman  who  offended  ;  and  now  the 
church  in  Virginia  legislated  for  the  discipline  of  the  laity 
also.  Two  canons  were  adopted  (not,  howeveri  to  take 
effect  until  after  the  lapse  of  a  twelvemonth.)  By  the  first 
of  these  it  was  declared  that  "  drunkenness,  incontinence, 
profane  swearing,  general  neglect  of  public  worship,  Sab- 
bath breaking,  irreverent  behaviour  during  divine  service, 
gaming,  extortion,  and  any  other  viciousness  of  life,  are 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  for  which  lay  members,  who 
are  communicants  of  this  church,  may  be  reproved,  pub- 
licly censured,  or  repelled  from  the  holy  communion,  ac- 
cording to  the  degrees  of  the  offence,  and  the  age  and  other 
circumstances  of  the  offender."  The  other  canon  pointed 
out  the  mode  of  proceeding:  the  clergyman,  to  whose 
parish  the  offender  might  belong,  upon  information  and 
satisfactory  evidence  of  his  guilt,  was  required  privately 
to  admonish  him :  if  this  failed  to  produce  reformation,  the 
"wardens  and  vestrymen  were  constituted  a  court  for  his 
trial ;  and  upon  his  conviction  by  them,  the  minister  was 
to  pronounce  sentence ;  which  sentence  could  only  be,  re- 
proof before  the  wardens  and  vestrymen,  public  censure  in 
tfae  church,  or  repelling  from  the  holy  communion. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  necessity  for  this  act  of 
legislation,  it  affords,  at  least,  evidence  of  the  purity  of  heart 
and  high  sense  of  the  value  of  Christian  consistency,  which 
belonged  to  the  laity  of  the  convention  which  passed  iu 
rrbey  were  not  unwilling  to  bring  themselves  under  its 
operation,  because  they  wished  no  blot  to  rest  upon  the 
honour  and  purity  of  the  church.    At  this  day,  for  con-^ 
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ristent  piety,  the  communicants  of  Virginia  will  compare 
with  those  of  any  diocess  in  the  confederacy. 

Further  reflection,  probably,  conduced  the  Churchmen 
of  Virginia  that  such  legislation  as  had  taken  place  was 
not  the  most  judicious ;  but  they  never  lost  sight  of  the 
importance  to  the  church  of  consistency  in  its  members. 
The  canons  just  mentioned  never  went  into  execution :  in 
1816  they  were  repealed,  and  a  substitute  was  provided 
for  them  in  the  following  terms :  '*  Whereas,  the  present 
state  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  Virginia  has 
experienced  many  and  great  inconveniences  from  the  want 
of  such  regulations  and  provisions  as  the  good  and  whole- 
some government  of  the  said  church  required,  and  from 
the  non-performance  of  existing  canons:  now,  in  order  that 
such  inconveniences  may  be  removed,  so  far  as  lieth  in  this 
convention,  and  that  the  rules  and  canons  of  the  said  church, 
and  also  those  of  the  general  convention  may  be  strictly 
observed  and  enforced  in  all  time  to  come :  that  all  the 
members  of  the  said  church,  whether  clergymen  or  laymen^ 
may  be  excited  to  the  most  zealous  and  commendable  exer- 
tions to  further,  by  all  justifiable  means,  the  future  pros- 
perity of  the  church :  be  it  ordained,  that  any  lay  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  being  a  communicant  thereof,  conduct- 
ing himself  in  a  manner  unworthy  of  a  Christian,  may,  and 
ought  to  be,  admonished  by  the  minister  and  vestry  of  the 
parish  or  congregation ;  and  if  such  member  persevere  in 
such  conduct,  he  shall  be  suspended,  or  expelled  by  the 
minister  and  vestry ;  in  which  case  he  may  appeal  to  the 
ordinary,  who  shall  have  power  to  confirm  or  reject  the 
sentence.'* 

This  law  gave  rise  to  an  opinion  that  the  convention 
intended  thereby  to  withdraw  from  the  clergy  those 
powers  which  the  rubrics  had  given  them  of  repelling 
unworthy  communicants.  Such,  however,  was  not  the 
fact ;  but  the  discovery  was  ere  long  made  that  the  uniting 
of  the  wardens  and  Testrjrmen  with  the  cleigyy  in  trying 
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the  case  of  an  unworthy  communicant,  and  administering 
discipline,  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  rubrics ;  and 
therefore  it  was  enacted  that  the  minister  alone  should 
admonish  or  suspend  an  offending  brother,  "  according  to 
the  rubric."  Thus  ended  the  legislation  of  the  Virginia 
church,  on  the  delicate  subject  of  lay  discipline ;  and  it 
"will  be  seen  that  it  gradually  found  its  way  back  pre^ 
cisely  to  the  point  from  which  it  set  out ;  furnishing  thereby 
another  attestation  to  the  prudence,  wisdom,  and  modera- 
tion of  the  excellent  men,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  to 
^hom  the  church  is  indebted  for  the  ^  Book  of  Common 
Prayer." 

The  impulse  given  to  the  church  was  exhibited  during 
this  year,  in  the  fact  that  no  less  than  ten  new  churches 
were  reported  as  being  in  the  progress  of  erection,  or 
about  to  be  built ;  while  eight  of  the  old  ones  were  under* 
going  repairs.  A  society  was  also  formed  for  the  distri* 
bution  of  the  prayer  book  and  tracts ;  and  a  fund  was 
<somoienced  for  the  support  of  the  episcopate.  This  last 
measure  was  one  of  m  uch  im  portance.  It  will  be  recollected 
that,  at  a  former  period,  the  bishop  was  required  by  canon 
to  be  a  parish  minister ;  but  long  before  this  time  it  had 
been  seen  that  the  requisition  was  unwise.  The  vast  ex- 
tent of  territory  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  bishop  of 
Virginia  covered  about  seventy  thousand  square  miles, 
and  to  do  justice  to  this  immense  region,  required  all  the 
time  of  one  man.  It,  therefore,  was  obviously  desirable 
to  release  him  from  all  duties  but  those  which  belonged 
to  hn  episcopal  office.  The  value  of  an  arrangement, 
whereby  be  should  be  released  from  parochial  duty,  was, 
at  this  time,  more  sensibly  felt,  from  an  observation  of  the 
happy  effects  which  followed  upon  his  visitations :  wher- 
ever he  went,  he  diffused  a  portion  of  that  zeal  which  in- 
spired his  own  labours,  and  in  these  labours  no  one  could 
hafe  been  more  abundant ;  be  uaversed  his  diocess  from 
north  to  south ;  and,  crossing  the  mountains  more  than 

XX 
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0006,  hw  prepeoce  was  both  seen  and  felt  east  and  west  of 
the  Blue  Ridge.  He  was  compelled  to  be  a  niissionaryi 
or  see  bis  diooess  go  backward.  Churches  began  to  in- 
deassi  and  the  laity  were  forward  in  the  good  work  of 
Tsstoring  old  edifices  and  building  new  ones^  while  the 
ery  came  to  the  ears  of  the  bishop  with  a  distressing  fire- 
queneyi  (for  it  could  not  be  answered,)  ^'give  us  min- 
isters." 

Much,  indeed,  was  done,  but  it  was  seen  that  more  re- 
juained  to  be  done.  The  prostration  of  the  church  was 
not  the  work  of  a  day ;  nor  was  its  revival  to  be  accom- 
plished in  any  short  time.  The  want  which  was  moat 
scFerely  felt,  was  that  just  alluded  to,  a  want  of  clergy- 
aien :  the  whole  number  now  amounted  to  about  thirty, 
while  the  parishes  were  much  more  numerous ;  and,  as 
was  natural  under  such  circumstances,  the  sulgect  of 
theological  education  became  daily  one  of  increasing  in- 
terest. Indeed,  this  topic,  together  with  that  of  a  fund  for 
the  support  of  the  episcopate,  were  from  this  time  onward 
more  prominent  than  any  other  subjects  brought  before 
the  church.* 

The  history  has  already  been  given  of  the  attempt  made 
to  introduce  discipline,  and  of  the  final  opinion  that  it 
was  most  judicious  to  leave  the  subject  where  it  had  been 
placed  by  the  rubric  concerning  communicants ;  but  in 
the  convention  of  1818,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  put  upon 
record,  in  the  form  of  a  recommendation  rather  than  of  an 
injunction,  the  solemn  testimony  of  the  convention  against 
certain  fashionable  amusements,  indulgence  in  which  was 
viewed  as  inconsistent  with  the  purity  of  the  Christian 

*  Tba  fund  for  the  cuppoit  of  the  epiecopate  increaaed  hot  alowly  in  Vii- 
ginia.  Indeed,  in  all  oar  dioceaeea  auch  haa  been  the  facL  Aa  an  in- 
atanoe,  however,  of  the  intereat  felt  by  aome  in  thia  matter,  the  fact  ia  here 
recorded  of  a  donation  of  one  hundred  doUara  to  the  fund,  made  bj  the  afed 
widow  of  the  excellent  Mr.  Jarratt,  who  wae  for  ao  manj  yeara  a  foithfU 
labomer  in  the  Tineyasd. 
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character.  The  introduction  of  this  proposition  into  the 
convention  gave  rise  to  much  discussion,  and  several  sug« 
gestions  and  amendments  to  the  proposed  measure  were 
offered :  it  is,  however,  to  be  remarked,  that  all  the  amend- 
ments proposed  recognised  the  principle  that  conformity 
to  the  world  does  not  become  the  followers  of  Christ ;  the 
difference  was  therefore  simply  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  church  should  express  this  principle  to  her  members 
The  resolution  was  finally  adopted,  by  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  clergy,  and  by  seventeen  out  of  twenty-six  of 
the  lay  members,  in  the  following  terms:  "Whereas,  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  prevail  as  to  certain  fashionable  amuse- 
ments ;  and  it  appears  desirable  to  many  that  the  sense  of 
the  convention  should  be  expressed  concerning  them ;  the 
convention  does  hereby  declare  its  opinion,  that  gaming» 
attending  on  theatres,  public  balls,  and  horse  racing,  should 
be  relinquished  by  all  communicants  of  this  church,  as 
having  the  bad  effects  of  staining  the  purity  of  the  Christian 
character,  of  giving  offence  to  their  pious  brethren,  and  of 
endangering  their  own  salvation  by  their  rushing  volun- 
tarily into  those  temptations,  against  which  they  implore 
the  protection  of  their  heavenly  Father ;  and  this  conven- 
tion cherishes  the  hope  that  this  expression  of  its  opinion 
will  be  sufficient  to  produce  conformity  of  conduct,  and 
unanimity  of  opinion,  among  all  the  members  of  our  com- 
munion." 

In  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  the  church  in  Virginia 
did  no  more  than  give  back  a  faithful  echo  to  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  House  of  Bishops,  in  the  general  conven- 
tion of  the  previous  year,  that  the  amusements  above  enu- 
merated, "  from  their  licentious  tendency,  as  well  as  from 
the  strong  temptations  to  vice  which  they  afford,  ought 
not  to  be  frequented**  by  the  members  of  the  church. 

But  the  incident  for  which  this  year  is  most  remarkable, 
was  the  formation  of  an  institution,  from  which  the  church, 
not  of  Virginia  only,  but  in  various  parts  of  our  country, 
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has  leaped  benefits  worthy  of  lemembranoe.  This  wu 
tba  ^  Education  Society."  It  bq^an  in  what  many  will 
conaider  a  fixrtnnate  accident ;  the  Chiistiani  however,  will 
jNTobaUy  be  diapoeed  to  think  that  the  accident  was  God'a 
deaign.  In  the  year  1818^  a  number  of  clergymen,  with 
acTeral  lay  genUemen  of  character  and  influence,  had  aa- 
aemUed  at  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
witness  the  services  connected  with  the  laying  of  the  comer 
stone  of  an  Episcopal  church,  then  about  to  be  erected. 
Among  the  gentlemen  of  the  laity  then  present,  there  was 
one  who  bad  taken  under  his  jHrotection  an  indigent  youth 
of  piety,  with  the  view  of  educating  him  fiur  the  Christiaa 
ministry,  which  he  earnestly  desired  to  enter.  The  topic 
of  preparatory  and  theological  education,  as  we  have  seen« 
was  familiar  to  the  minds  of  all  the  Churchmen  of  Yir* 
ginia ;  and  the  case  of  this  young  man  having  led  to  an 
interchange  of  oirinion,  they  found  that  all  were  ready  for 
aeium.  Accordingly,  those  present  agreed  to  support  the 
youth,  whose  case  was  before  them,  by  their  voluntary 
contributions ;  and  scarcely  was  this  determined  on,  be- 
fore their  minds  were  led  to  the  reflection  that  there  were 
probably  many  other  young  men  whose  situation  was  simi- 
lar to  that  of  their  newly  adopted  beneficiary :  this  thought 
gave  rise  to  a  suggestion,  that  a  society  might  be  advan- 
tageously formed  for  the  purpose  of  educating  any  number 
of  pious  young  men  desirous  of  entering  into  the  ministry 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church.  The  suggestion  was 
so  favourably  received,  that  the  individuals  present  re- 
solved to  meet  shortly  thereafter  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
and  form  the  society.  They  did  meet,  and  the  society  was 
duly  organized ;  but  little,  indeed,  did  those  concerned  sup- 
pose that  they  were  accomplishing  a  work  so  important 
as  theirs  has  proved  itself  to  be.  They  did  not  dare  to  an- 
ticipate the  extensive  results  which  have  flowed  from  their 
effort.  As  soon  as  the  existence  of  the  society  was  knowUi 
young  men  from  various  parts  of  the  union  sought  and 
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leceived  its  bounty.    The  plan  adopted  in  the  commence- 
ment of  its  operations  was  one,  suited  to  what  it  was  sup- 
posed would  be  the  society's  limited  sphere  of  action.    If 
an  applicant  required  preparatory  education,  he  was  placed 
in  some  college  most  convenient  to  himself;  and  if  ready 
to  pursue  his  theological  studies,  he  was  commonly  put 
under  the  supervision  of  the  clergyman  to  whose  congre- 
^ration  he  belonged.    The  expenses  in  either  case  were 
defrayed  by  the  society.     This  was  not  the  most  economi- 
oaJ  mode  of  accomplishing  the  ends  in  view,  and  it  was 
also  liable  to  the  objection  that  the  beneficiaries  were  not 
1>rought  under  the  superintendence  and  care  of  the  execu- 
^ve  committee  of  the  society.    These  considerations  led 
Mo  measures,  (more  fully  detailed  on  a  future  page,)  which 
^contributed  in  part  to  a  result  not  dreamed  of  in  the 
fondest  expectations  of  the  society ;  this  was  the  establish- 
'snent  of  the  theological  school  at  Alexandria. 

As  our  allusion  to  the  society,  hereafter,  will  be  little 
more  than  incidental  in  pointing  out  what  it  has  done  for 
the  theological  seminary,  it  may  be  well  here  to  dispose  of 
its  history.  It  has  then  steadily  pursued  its  course  of  use- 
fulnessi  and  commended  itself  to  the  affectionate  interest, 
and  cordial  support,  of  its  friends,  both  in  Virginia  and 
elsewhere.  In  proof  of  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  relate 
what  it  has  done.  Nearly  one-tenth  of  the  clergy,  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  the  United  States,  have,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  been  assisted  by  this  society.  One-sixth 
of  the  present  clergy  of  Ohio ;  one-eighth  of  those  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  one-fifth  of  those  of  Maryland,  and  a  large  pro- 
portion of  those  in  Virginia,  have  derived  aid  from  its 
funds ;  while  it  is  now  affording  assistance  to  about  one- 
seventh  of  all  the  students  in  the  several  theological 
schools  of  the  church  in  the  United  States.* 
But  to  return  from  this  digression.     In  the  course 

*  For  tliMe  fltatemenU,  tbe  author  !•  indebted  to  the  leeretary  of  the 
tPifaiy.    ate  thwnatoo  ia  the  «  Soolhem  Cbimchman,**  ¥oLLpp.  S8, 4fl. 
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of  tba  raoceediDg  year,  a  subject  of  much  general  in- 
terest was  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  Virginia 
church,  which  has  subsequently  been  revived.     It  re- 
lated to  the  division  of  large  diocesses.    In  the  general 
convention  of  1 617,  on  the  motion  of  one  of  the  lay  delega- 
tion from  Yirgtnia,  an  alteration  was  proposed  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  church  at  large,  whereby  every  state  or 
territory  of  the  United  States  might  be  made  to  constitute 
of  itself,  or  in  union  with  the  whole,  or  certain  portions  of 
any  other  state  or  territory,  one  diocess ;  or  might  be  di- 
vided into  two  or  more  diocesses  by  the  general  conven- 
tion, with  the  consent  of  the  local  ecclesiastical  authority, 
to  be  affected  by  such  union  or  division.    The  subject  of 
a  division  of  Virginia  had  before  this  time  been  agitated, 
though  it  was  never  brought  before  the  convention ;  and 
this  probably  led  to  the  alteration  in  the  constitution  which 
was  now  proposed.    The  voice  of  the  church  in  Virginia, 
however,  was  af^ainst  any  division :  the  fear  was,  inas- 
much as  it  was  also  proposed  to  fix  the  representation  of 
the  diocesses  in  the  general  convention,  in  the  proportion 
of  one  clerical  deputy  for  every  five  clergymen,  and  one 
lay  representative  for  every  ten  congregations  in  the  dio- 
cess represented,  that  jealousies  would  be  engendered  be- 
tween the  larger  and  smaller  diocesses ;  and,  therefore, 
Virginia  refused  her  sanction  to  the  proposed  alteration  in 
the  constitution. 

In  the  year  1820,  the  convention  gladly  availed  itself  of 
circumstances  which  seemed  to  present  a  favourable  open- 
ing to  commence  advantageously  the  work  of  clerical  edu- 
cation. It  has  already  been  stated,  that  the  attention  of 
the  church  had  been  called  by  a  communication  from  the 
president  of  William  and  Mary  College,  to  the  expediency 
of  providing  a  fund  for  the  support  of  the  chair  of  theology 
in  that  institution.  It  seems  that  about  this  time  there 
was  a  strong  probability  that  a  clerical  professor  would  be 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  any  theological  students  who 
might  desire  his  aid ;  and  as  a  valuable  library  of  divinity 
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(for  which  the  college  was  much  indebted  to  Doctors  Blair 
and  Bray)  belonged  to  the  institution  the  convention 
duly  appreciating  these  favourable  circumstances,  recom- 
mended them  to  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the 
church ;  and  it  is  believed,  that  under  the  supervision  of 
Doctor  Keith,  then  a  professor  in  the  college,  some  few 
young  gentlemen  availed  themselves  of  the  advantages 
there  afforded. 

This  was,  however,  but  the  commencement  of  the  work 
in  the  cause  of  theological  education.  In  the  succeeding 
year,  the  subject  was  brought  forward  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  church.  The  importance 
of  retaining  within  her  own  borders  for  education  such  of 
her  sons  as  desired  to  devote  themselves  to  the  Christian 
ministry,  was  sensibly  felt  in  Virginia.  Indeed,  a  similar 
feeling  is  found  now  to  prevail,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
throughout  the  different  parts  of  the  confederacy.  The 
best  clergymen  for  the  respective  portions  of  our  country 
are  generally  found  to  be  natives  of  those  portions ;  and 
in  some  regions,  climate  presents  a  serious  obstacle  to  the 
labours  of  any  but  natives.  But  when  sent  from  home  for 
education,  in  addition  to  the  risk  incurred  of  diminished 
local  attachments  by  the  formation  of  new  ties  and  new 
associations,  on  the  part  of  those  thus  sent  abroad,  there 
is  another  evil  which  is  at  present  unavoidable :  the  de- 
mand for  clergymen  exceeds  the  supply,  and  consequently 
the  student  finds  fields  of  labour  which  invite  his  entrance 
in  various  portions  of  an  extensive  country.  If  no  peculiar 
circumstances  call  him  back  to  his  native  state,  he  does 
not  pause  long  to  make  his  selection,  but  is  apt  to  enter 
that  which  first  solicits  his  labours,  and  it  is  often  far  dis- 
tant from  the  place  of  his  birth.  Hence  the  evil  has  been 
more  than  once  complained  of;  and  several  of  the  dio- 
cesses  have  exerted  themselves,  and  with  success,  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  theological  instruction  within  themselves. 
This  measure,  however,  has  not  been  adopted  in  a  spirit 
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of  hostility  towards  the  general  seminary  of  the  ebnrch  at 
large;  nor  has  it  operated  at  all  to  impair  its  usefulness; 
on  the  contrary,  that  institution  has  steadily  advanced  ever 
since  the  diocesan  seminaries  have  existed,  and  is  now 
more  prosperous  than  at  any  previous  point  of  itshislory; 
nor  is  there  any  portion  of  the  church  which  would  inter- 
rupt that  prosperity.  But  at  the  time  of  winch  we  now 
write,  fears  were  entertained  of  a  diflferent  result  The 
right  of  any  diocess  to  establish  a  seminary  within  its 
limits  was  never  doubted ;  but  many  questioned  the  expe« 
diency  of  a  measure  which  they  admitted  to  be  lawful. 
Yiiginia  was  anxious  not  to  be  misunderstood  in  her  coarse 
on  this  subject;  and,  therefore,  while  she  recommended 
the  establishment  of  a  theological  school  at  Williamsburg, 
the  seat  of  William  and  BCary,  and  appointed  trustees  to 
carry  the  recommendation  into  eflbct,  by  solidtiiiig  fiinds  and 
appointing  professors,  she  made  also  a  formal  deciaratioot 
that  so  far  from  meditating  herein  opposition  to  the  general 
seminary,  she  cordially  desired  to  witness  the  prosperity 
of  an  institution  so  vitally  connected  with  the  reputation 
and  interest  of  the  church.  Experience,  it  is  believed,  has 
long  since  removed  all  apprehensions  of  conflicting  inter* 
ests  between  the  seminaries,  and  the  prospdHty  of  both 
now  calls  for  thankfulness. 

The  measures  adopted  by  the  convention  of  1821  met 
with  a  favourable  reception  from  the  members  of  the 
church.  The  appeal  made  to  them  by  the  trustees  was  so 
successful,  that  within  a  twelvemonth,  more  than  ten  thou* 
sand  dollars  were  subscribed  within  the  diocess:  a  consti* 
tution  was  adopted,  by  which,  among  other  things,  the 
seminary  was  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  the  course  of  study  was  made  conformable  to  the 
directions  of  the  House  of  Bishops.  In  1833,  the  funds  of 
the  institution  had  been  still  more  increased ;  and  an  ex- 
amination of  the  Kst  of  contributors  will  show,  that  in  pro* 
portion  to  the  extnU  both  of  mmibers  and  meansi  so  dais 
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was  more  liberal  than  the  clergy;  donations  of  valuable 
theological  works  had  been  made  by  individuals ;  and  the 
Ant  professorship  had  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Keith.  But  the  most  important  measure  in 
the  history  of  the  institution,  was  its  removal  to  Alexan- 
dria, which  took  place  about  this  time.  By  this  removal, 
the  aid  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilmer  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Norris 
was  secured  in  the  work  of  instruction,  and  but  a  short 
time  elapsed  before  eleven  young  men  were  enrolled  as 
students  of  the  infant  seminary.  And  here  it  is  proper  to 
record  the  well-timed  and  acceptable  help  which  the  Edu- 
catioo  Society  afforded,  by  a  vote  of  several  hundred  dol- 
lars towards  the  payment  of  the  professor's  salary:  indeed, 
it  is  not  improbable  that  this  vote  of  the  society,  'togeUier 
"With  its  fNK)mfBed  aid  for  the  future,  encouraged  the  church, 
more  than  any  other  circumstance,  in  fixing  the  seminary 
at  Alexandria. 

The  pledge  thus  given  by  the  society  had  the  happy 
effect  of  bringing  the  two  institutions  thus  united  con- 
spicuously before  the  members  of  the  church,  and  hence 
they  afibrded  to  each  other  mutual  aid.  Pursuing  its  course 
of  gradual  prosperity,  the  Alexandria  school  increased  in 
the  number  5f  its  pupils,  so  that  it  was  soon  found  neces- 
sary permanently  to  establish  another  professorship.  The 
Rev.  Edward  Lippitt  was  appointed  in  1825  to  the  chair 
of  systematic  theology,  and  it  is  believed  that  his  salary 
has  been  entirely  furnished  from  the  funds  of  the  Educa- 
tion Society  ever  since  his  appointment.  But  the  import- 
ance of  the  society  to  the  seminary  was  to  be  more  fully  ex- 
hibited still.  In  the  purchase  of  the  farm,  near  Alexandria, 
on  which  the  buildings  of  the  institution  are  placed,  and  in 
the  erection  of  those  buildings,  several  thousand  dollars 
came  from  the  treasury  of  the  Education  Society ;  while 
it  has  never  failed  to  redeem  also  its  undertaking,  publicly 
made,  to  afford  assistance  to  every  properly  qualified  ap* 

L  h 
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plicant,  seeking  an  education  for  the  ministry  of  the  Pro- 
testant Episcopal  church. 

Of  the  present  state  of  the  seminary,  it  is  gratifying  to 
record  ibe  fact,  that  it  never  before  was  in  so  prosperous 
a  condition.  Within  the  past  year,  no  less  a  sum  than 
twelve  thousand  dollars  has  been  given  to  it,  by  private 
contributions,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  third  professor- 
ship ;  additional  buililings  have  been  erected,  and  instruc- 
tioa  has  been  afforded  to  thirty-two  candidates  for  holy- 
orders.  But  much  still  remains  to  be  done,  and  it  would 
be  wrong  to  distrust  Providence  by  the  fear  that  this  insti- 
tution will  not  be  so  provided  for  as  greatly  to  enlarge  its 
Bfbere  of  usefulness.  It  now  stands,  even  in  its  present 
omdition,  an  honourable  monument  to  the  piety  and  zeal 
of  the  Churchmen  of  Virginia,  for  it  has  derived  but  little 
aid  out  of  the  diocess  in  which  it  is  placed. 
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CHAPTER   XIV. 
1825-1835. 

Difficnltiea  arii ing  from  Bishop's  Parochial  Charge — Comparison  of  tbt 
Church  in  Northern  Neck  with  its  Condition«a  Century  before — ^Chnrches 
deroted  to  secular  purposes — Care  of  St.  Paul's  Parish,  in  King  Georg* 
conntj — Bishop  Moore  offers  to  pay  half  the  Salary  of  an  assistant  Min- 
ister in  the  Monumental  Church — Irregularity  of  Virginia  Clergy  in  the 
Use  of  the  Liturgy — Bishop  Moore's  Warning — Refusal  of  Virginia  to 
agree  to  changes  or  alterations  in  the  Use  of  the  Common  Prayer — 
Death  of  Dr.  Wilmer — Bishop  Moore  proposes  to  the  Contention  to  elect 
an  assistant  Bishop — Dr.  Meade  elected — Restriction  on  the  Right  of 
Succession — Proceedings  of  General  Conyention  thereon — ^Dr.  Meade's 
Consecration — Sketch  of  his  Life — Virginia  removes  the  Restriction  on 
his  succession — Conclusion. 

Thb  exemption  of  the  bishop  from  parochial  cares  wai, 
as  we  have  seen,  an  object  of  much  solicitude,  which  the 
increasing  state  of  the  church  was  not  calculated  to  di- 
minish. A  comparison  of  the  condition  of  some  parts  of 
the  diocess  with  their  former  state,  will  illustrate  most 
strikingly  the  importance  of  leaving  the  bishop  to  look 
after  his  diocess  alone ;  and  at  the  same  time  show  the 
extent  of  the  injury  which  the  church  had  been  called  to 
sustain. 

In  the  year  1722,  within  the  six  counties  of  the  northern 
neck,  there  were  twelve  parishes,  and  more  than  twelve 
churches  and  chapels,*  all  supplied  with  the  ministrations 
of  the  Gospel. 

After  the  lapse  of  nearly  one  hundred  years,  what  was 
the  spectacle  which  the  Northern  Neck  presented  ?  Over 
an  extent  of  country,  about  one  hundred  miles  long,  and 
fifteen  miles  broad,  every  church  and  chapel  had  ceased 

•  Vide  ante,  p.  84. 
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to  be  used  for  sacred  purposes.  In  pursuing  the  roed 
through  this  district  of  Virginia  to  the  Chesapeake,  here  and 
there  might  be  seen  some  sacred  edifice,  which  still  bore 
the  appearance  of  a  decent  Christian  temple.  So  compactly 
had  it  been  built,  that  it  was  able  to  withstand  the  storms 
of  half  a  century ;  and  the  cause  of  its  preservaticm  is  prob- 
ably to  be  found  in  the  laborious  toil  which  was  necessary 
for  its  destruction.  But  in  other  and  more  numerous 
instances,  unsightly  heaps  of  ruins,  which  once  were 
churches,  met  the  eye,  and  everythisig  ia  the  vicinity 
wore  an  aspect  of  desolation.  Such  is  not  now,  exactly, 
the  picture  presented,  but  churches  in  rums  are  still  com- 
mon enough  in  Virginia. 

Sometimes  it  happened  that  the  buildings  were  by 
special  acts  of  the  Iq^lature  appropriated  to  other  pur- 
poses. Thus,  in  the  region  of  country  alluded  to  above, 
the  church  of  St.  Paul's  parish,  in  King  Geoige  county, 
was  converted  into  a  schoidbouse,  while  the  produce  of  the 
glebe  was  made  a  school  fund  for  its  support ;  and  this 
was  done  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish. 
After  the  church  had  been  for  some  time  used  for  purposes 
of  education,  the  school  fund,  as  usual,  was  mismanaged, 
and  ceased  to  answer  the  end  to  which  it  was  directed  to  be 
applied,  the  school  was  broken  up,  and  the  building  began 
to  exhibit  symptoms  of  decay.  The  Episcopalians  pe- 
titioned the  legislature  for  the  repeal  of  the  act  which  had 
deprived  them  of  the  church ;  and  to  the  honour  of  those 
who  were  not  Episcopalians,  it  should  be  mentioned  that 
many  of  them  joined  with  the  members  of  the  church  in 
their  application  to  the  legislature.  The  petition  was 
granted,  the  edifice  was  repaired ;  and  having  been  conse- 
crated  to  the  service  of  God  by  the  present  bishop  of  Vir- 
ginia, it  is  now  regularly  frequented  by  a  congregation  of 
devout  and  attentive  worshippers.* 

*  MS.  letter  in  the  aaUioPs  poeeenioii,  from  one  of  Uie  Virginia  dergr- 
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In  eotUDderation  of  the  circamstances  which  have  been 
related  on  our  previous  pages,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  fiifhop  Moore,  in  the  convention  of  1825,  should  have 
signified  to  that  body  his  intention  to  employ  an  assistant 
to  aid  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  rector  of  the 
Monumental  Church  in  Richmond,  and  expressed  his  readi- 
ness to  pay  one  half  of  his  salary  out  of  his  own  purse. 
The  convention,  fully  sensible  that  such  a  measure  was 
absolutely  necessary,  from  the  great  increase  of  episcopal 
duty,  resolved,  that  when  the  bishop  had  obtained  an  as- 
Buitant,  he  should  communicate  the  fact  to  the  several  min- 
isters and  vestries  of  the  diocess,  and  inform  them  of  what 
would  be  required  on  their  parts  for  his  support 

From  some  cause,  which  it  would,  perhaps,  be  difficult 
now  to  discover,  an  evil  had  gradually  found  its  way 
into  the  practice  of  the  clergy,  which  calls  for  our  no- 
tice. The  general  tone  of  piety  in  the  church  of  Virginia, 
both  among  the  clergy  and  laity,  was  of  a  character  so 
consistent  with  their  professions  of  Christianity,  that  they 
had  no  need  to  shrink  from  a  comparison,  in  this  particu- 
lar, with  any  diocess  in  the  Union ;  but  there  was, notwith- 
standing, in  the  public  ministrations  of  some  of  the  clergy 
an  irregularity  which,  at  first  view,  may  seem  to  be  trivial , 
but  which  involves  consequences  of  a  very  serious  nature, 
so  long  as  uniformity  affords  evidence  of  unity.  The  ir- 
regularity was  to  be  found  in  the  use  of  the  liturgy;  the 
rubrics,  on  thb  head,  were  not  always  regarded.  There 
is,  probably,  no  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  church  who 
does  not  feel  contempt  for  the  vulgar  calumny,  sometimes 
propagated,  by  those  who  ought  to  know  better,  that  on  no 
occasion  can  he  pray  without  the  use  of  the  ^  Book  of 
Common  Prayer."  In  this  particular,  the  clergy  all  under- 
stand the  liberty  which  they  possess ;  and  there  is  prob- 
ably not  one  who  does  not,  on  certain  occasions,  pray  with- 
out the  use  of  that  book ;  but  there  are  other  occasions  on 
which  he  does  not  desire  that  liberty.    These  are  occa- 
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tnoDS  of  ptMic  worship.  It  must  not  be  understood  that 
the  liturgy  was  entirely  laid  aside  by  any  of  the  Virginia 
clergy:  all  used  some  portions  of  it,  but  all  did  not  use  it 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  rubrics ;  and  the  ccmse- 
quent  inconvenience,  to  use  the  mildest  term,  induced  the 
bishop  to  call  attention  to  the  subject  Reminding  the 
clergy  of  the  solemn  promise  of  conformity  to  the  rubrics, 
made  by  them  before  ordination,  he  forcibly  depicted  the 
effect  upon  devout  worshippers,  who,  instead  of  following^ 
the  fixed  rules  of  the  church,  with  which  they  were  fa- 
miliar, found  themselves  embarrassed  in  their  feelings,  and 
disturbed  in  their  devotions  by  the  capricious  practices  of 
the  clergyman  in  reading  the  services  of  the  church. 

It  would  seem  that  this  conduct  of  some  few  of  the 
clergy  (for  they  were  few)  had  arisen,  in  the  language  of 
the  bishop,  ^  more  from  inconsideration  than  design  f  for 
the  convention  heartily  responded  to  the  sentiment  ex- 
pressed by  their  diocesan,  and  recommended  ^  to  the  min- 
isters a  punctual  observance  of  the  rubrics,  warning  them 
of  the  danger  of  yielding  to  prejudices  supposed  to  exist 
against  the  liturgy." 

There  was  the  soundest  wisdom  in  this  warning:  where 
prejudices  exist  against  the  liturgy,  or  against  anything 
else  belonging  to  the  church,  (and,  unfortunately,  there  are 
parts  of  the  land  where  they  are  common  enough,)  the 
best  mode  of  eradicating  the  prejudice  will  never  be  found 
to  consist  in  yielding  to  its  demands.  The  demands  of 
prejudice  arc  always  insatiable;  no  concessions  ever  yet 
satisfied  it ;  for  concessions  only  foster  its  conceit  of  in- 
fallibility. 

Nothing  of  unusual  interest  is  to  be  found  in  the  records 
of  the  Virginia  church  for  the  year  1826 ;  in  that  which  im- 
mediately succeeded,  however,  we  find  evidence  of  a  de- 
cided attachment  to  the  liturgy.  In  the  general  convention 
of  1826,  a  proposition  was  made  and  agreed  to  in  the  House 
of  Bishops,  to  introduce  certain  changes  in  the  use  of  the 
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liturgy,  as  follows: — The  minister  was  to  be  permitted,  in- 
stead of  the  portion  of  the  Psalter,  appointed  for  the  day,  to 
read  any  psalm  or  psalms  which  he  chose  to  select,  except 
on  those  days  for  which  "  proper  psalms"  were  appointed : 
a  wide  discretion  was  also  allowed  the  minister  in  the 
reading  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Scripture  in  the  daily 
service ;  thus,  instead  of  the  entire  lessons,  he  might  read 
suitable  portions  thereof,  not  less  than  fifteen  verses ;  and 
the  use  of  what  is  ordinarily  termed  the  aTife-communion, 
was  enjoined  on  all  Sundays  and  other  holy  days.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the  zeal  which  led  the  bishops 
so  earnestly  to  labour  for  uniformity  in  the  use  of  the  ante- 
communion,  they  should  not  have  perceived  that  they  were 
paying  for  it  by  the  destruction  of  that  very  uniformity 
which  they  were  so  sedulously  guarding.  It  was  of  very 
little  moment  whether  different  practices  prevailed  in  dif- 
ferent churches,  with  reference  to  the  use  of  the  ante-com- 
monion,  or  to  the  use  of  the  psalms  and  lessons :  of  the  two 
evils,  the  entire  omission  of  the  ante-communion  service  is 
probably  less  than  would  be  the  capricious  selection  o[ 
psalms  or  lessons  by  the  officiating  clergyman.  This 
proposition,  however,  which  certainly  threatened  the  most 
dangerous  innovation  on  the  liturgy  that  the  church  has 
yet  seen,  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Dele- 
gates, and  by  joint  action  of  the  two  houses,  was  submitted 
to  the  several  diocesan  conventions  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution.* 

Bishop  Moore  was  prevented  by  sickness  from  attend- 
ing the  general  convention  of  1826,  and  of  course  took  no 
part  in  the  measures  touching  the  liturgy,  which  have  just 
been  presented.  In  his  address,  however,  to  his  own  con- 
vention, in  1827,  he  betrays  the  anxiety  of  his  mind  on  the 
truly  momentous  question  of  a  change  in  the  liturgy.  **  The 
church,''  says  he,  **  has  hitherto  prospered  in  the  use  of  the 

*  JouiimU  of  OviMrmI  ConTeiitioD,  18S6. 
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lituigyy  aa  it  has  been  banded  down  to  us  by  our  iatbenk 
That  uniformity  of  worship  which  has  distinguished  us  as 
a  society,  should  the  proposed  alterations  be  carried  into 
effect,  ¥rill  be  destroyed :  the  public  worship  of  God  will 
be  as  various  as  the  constitutions  of  our  minds.  To  touch 
a  matter  of  so  much  consequence  without  the  deepest  re- 
flection— ^to  alter  a  service  of  such  acknowledged  worth, 
without  years  of  consideration,  should  not  be  ventured  on. 
Tiie  church  in  Virginia  will  never  be  induced,  I  trust  and 
pray,  to  depart  from  her  prescribed  forms  ;  but  will  defend 
the  liturgy  in  all  its  integrity,  and  prove  to  the  Christian 
world  that  we  reverence  the  opinions  of  our  fathers,  and 
are  satisfied  with  that  system  of  doctrine  which  they  vene- 
rated, and  which  they  so  highly  valued."* 

These  sentiments  met  with  the  cordial  approbation  of 
the  laity  and  clergy  of  Virginia ;  and  long  may  they  con- 
tinue to  do  so ;  for,  whenever  that  period  comes,  in  which 
there  shall  be  found  in  the  church  a  spirit  of  innovation, 
ready  to  tamper  rashly  with  the  liturgy,  or  a  spirit  of  in- 
difference, ready  to  countenance  such  rashness,  the  time 
will  also  have  arrived  in  which  men  may  see  the  first 
movements  of  her  departing  glory. 

This  year  witnessed,  also,  the  interest  felt  in  Virginia 
towards  a  general  institution  of  the  church,  then  but  re- 
cently established,  now  greatly  enlarged,  and  still  grow- 
ing into  an  increasing  importance.  This  was  the  Pro- 
testant Episcopal  Sunday  School  Union,  which  had  been 
founded  by  the  general  convention  of  1826.  The  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Virginia  church  in  1827,  brought 
it  to  the  notice  of  the  convention ;  and  it  was  by  that  body 
recommended  to  the  churches  throughout  the  diocess. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  clergy  and  laity  in  1828  was 
marked  by  the  absence  of  one  who  for  many  years  had 
been  seen  in  the  counsels  of  the  church  in  the  diocess,  as 

*  Journal  of  Vngiius  GosEvention  of  1687. 
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well  as  in  those  of  the  general  church.    He  was  one  who 
had  so  much  aided  in  the  revival  of  the  church  in  Virginia, 
that  he  well  deserved  honourable  remembrance.    Doctor 
^WilmeTy  who  for  many  years  had  been  a  delegate  from 
"Virginia  to  the  general  convention,  and  who  had  long  sat  as 
president  of  the  House  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Delegates,  had 
l>een  called  to  rest  from  his  earthly  labours.     There  was, 
3)robabIy,  no  gentleman  of  the  clergy  in  the  diocess  whose 
loss  would  have  been  more  deeply  lamented.    **  He  was,'' 
says  Bishop  Moore,  **  a  man  of  business  and  of  piety.    He 
loved  his  God,  and  the  interest  of  the  church  was  near  his 
lieart.    As  a  preacher,  he  was  faithful,  energetic,  eloquent. 
Xfike  the  Apostle  Paul,  he  not  only  taught  his  people  pub* 
licly,  but  went  from  house  to  house  exhorting  them  to  pre- 
pare to  meet  their  God." 

The  respect  of  the  convention  for  the  memory  of  this 
Jaithful  and  excellent  clergyman,  was  attested  by  the  mem- 
l)ers  wearing  mourning  during  the  session  which  next  suc- 
ceeded his  death,  and  for  some  time  thereafter. 

The  circumstance,  however,  which  gave  most  import- 
ance to  the  convention  of  1828  was  this:  Bishop  Moore, 
then  in  the  sixty*seventh  year  of  his  age,  felt  admonished 
ly  the  fact,  that,  though  as  yet  the  infirmities  of  age  had 
not  disabled  him  from  labour,  or  compelled  him  to  diminish 
aught  of  his  allotted  annual  task,  yet  that  it  would  be 
wise  to  make  provision  for  the  consecration  of  some  gen* 
tleman  of  the  clergy  as  his  suffragan,  or  assistant  bishop. 
The  bishop,  therefore,  brought  forward  the  subject  in  his 
annual  address,  and  expressed  his  earnest  desire,  should  it 
meet  with  the  views  of  the  convention,  that  an  assistant 
bishop  should  be  appointed  while  their  diocesan  yet  re« 
mained ;  that  in  the  hour  of  his  departure,  he  might  have, 
at  least,  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  the  individual  who  was 
to  carry  on  the  work  which  God  had  so  far  prospered  in 
his  bands. 
Thef 6  was,  however,  an  obstacle  in  the  way,  to 
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the  biflbop  alladed.  The  constitution  of  the  church  in  Vir- 
ginia expressly  declared,  in  one  of  its  articles,  that  there 
should  ''be  but  one  bishop**  to  superintend  its  concerns. 
Before,  therefore,  a  sufiragan  or  assistant  could  be  elected, 
it  became  necessary  to  alter  the  constitution,  and  for  this, 
the  interval  of  a  year  was  necessary.  The  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred  reported  that  the  contem- 
plated officer  was  needed,  and  recommended  the  neces- 
sary measures  for  effecting  the  desired  change  in  the  con- 
stitution, and  thus  the  matter  remained  until  1829. 

In  this  year,  the  convention  assembled  at  Charlotteville^ 
and  as  it  was  supposed  that  business  of  more  than  ordinary 
importance  would  come  before  the  body,  the  attendance 
was  numerous,  both  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  and  laity : 
the  bishop,  however,  was  prevented  by  illness  from  being 
present  It  has  already  been  stated,  that  the  opinions  of 
the  diocesan,  on  the  subject  of  a  change  in  the  liturgy,  met 
with  the  hearty  approbation  of  the  convention ;  and  at  this 
meeting,  (as  a  general  convention  was  to  come  together  be- 
fore another  annual  assemblage  of  tlie  clergy  and  laity  of 
Yijqginta,)  the  delegates  to  the  general  convention  were  in- 
structed to  use  their  exertions  to  prevent  any  of  the  pro- 
posed changes  in  the  use  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 
After  the  formation  of  a  diocesan  missionary  society,  the 
convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  proposed 
alteration  in  the  constitution,  without  which,  as  we  have 
seen,  no  suffragan  or  assistant  bishop  could  be  elected.  A 
large  majority  of  the  convention  was  found  to  be  favour- 
able to  the  change,  when  the  following  resolution  was  pre- 
sented, and  finally  adopted  by  a  vote  of  fifty  against  thir- 
teen :  **  Resolved,  that  this  convention  deem  it  expedient, 
considering  the  age  and  bodily  infirmity  of  our  most  ven- 
erated bishop,  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  an  assistant 
bishop,  who  is  not  to  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the  succes^ 
sion^  but  that  it  shall  be  the  right  and  duty  of  the  conven- 
tion of  the  diocess  of  Virginia,  on  the  demise  of  our  ven- 
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rated  bishop,  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  principal 

ishop,  as  a  successor  to  the  said  deceased  bishop.'' 
The  precise  ground  on  which  the  convention  proceeded 
5n  withholding  the  right  of  succession  from  the  assistant, 
~5t  would,  perhaps,  be  difficult  distinctly  to  specify:  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  do  so ;  and  the  right  of  the  Vii^nia 
church  to  pursue  this  course,  seems  to  have  been  unques- 
tioned by  a  very  large  majority.     Under  the  resolution 
the  Rev.  William  Meade,  D.D.,  was  nominated  by  an 
oilmost  unanimous  vote  of  the  clergy,  (two  only  out  of 
nwenty-seven  having  deposited  blanks,)  and  the  nomina 
tion  was  approved  by  the  laity  without  a  dissentient  voice : 
he  was  therefore  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

The  case  of  a  diocess,  having  a  bishop  and  an  assistant, 
was  not  without  precedent  in  the  Episcopal  church  in  the 
United  States.  Such  examples  had  occurred,  but  they 
were  few,  and  hence  resulted  the  difficulty  of  clearly  de- 
fining the  respective  duties  of  the  diocesan  and  his  assist- 
ant; or  of  guarding  against  a  conflict  in  the  exercise  of 
episcopal  power.  The  delegation  ^firom  Virginia  was, 
therefore,  instructed  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  general 
convention,  that  the  number  of  bishops  which  a  diocess 
might  have  should  be  settled  ;  and  that  the  circumstances 
might  be  prescribed  under  which  a  suffiragan  or  an  assist- 
ant might  be  chosen.  The  convention  then  proceeded  to 
sign  the  testimonial  of  the  newly  elected  bishop. 

We  must  now  direct  our  attention  to  the  general  con- 
vention of  1829.  The  election  of  Dr.  Meade  having  been 
made  within  one  year  before  the  meeting  of  that  body,  the 
consideration  of  the  case  came  before  it,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution,  and  there  underwent  a  discus- 
sion of  some  days  continuance.  Before  we  enter  upon 
the  views  which  were  entertained,  it  is  due  to  Dr. 
Meade  to  remark  that  no  speaker  expressed  himself  in  any 
terms  but  those  of  the  utmost  respect  towards  the  bishop 
elect     His  worth  and  fitness  were  not  questioned ;  but  a 


T76  FROraflTATIT  BriBCOFAL  CHURCH  [1829. 

matter  of  principle  was  supposed  to  be  involved  in  the 
restriction  put  upon  the  right  of  succession. 

The  argument  against  the  consecration  turned  chiefly 
upon  constitutional  objections.  It  was,  in  substance,  that 
the  constitution  did  not  contemplate  the  possibility  of  a 
bishop  without  a  diocess ;  and  that,  according  to  the  spirit  of 
that  instrument,  it  was  at  variance  with  the  system  of  epis- 
copacy, (as  received  by  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in 
the  United  States,  associated  under  that  constitution,)  not  to 
guard  against  the  possibility  of  such  an  event  in  the  church, 
as  that  of  a  bishop  at  large.  It  was  said  that  Virginia  had 
not  the  right  to  impose  any  such  restriction ;  and  on  this 
head  an  argument  was  deduced  from  the  state  of  the  church 
qnder  the  several  colonial  governments;  when,  notwith- 
standing the  distinct  rule  exercised  over  the  several  colo- 
nies, the  church  was  one,  and  but  one,  united  under  its 
only  diocesan,  the  Bishop  of  London.  That,  consequently, 
after  the  revolution,  it  continued  to  be  one,  and  was  not 
made  up  of  many  independent  churches  then  coming  into 
union  for  the  first  time,  and  reserving  certain  rights  while 
they  surrendered  others.  How  far  this  opjnion  is  correct, 
may  be  learned  from  some  of  our  previous  pages.*  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  the  church  in  Virginia  (whatever  may  be 
the  proper  theory  on  the  subject)  always- was  in  her 
practice  independent,  and  deemed  herself  at  liberty  to  act 
accordingly,  up  to  the  period  when  she  gave  her  assent  to 
the  great  charter  of  union.  In  fact,  (as  was  correctly  re- 
marked in  the  course  of  the  discussion,)  our  ecclesiastical 
legislature  was  here  perplexed  with  the  same  delicate  and 
intricate  question  which  has  been  so  much  agitated  in  the 
halls  of  civil  legislation :  state  sovereignty  and  the  powers 
of  the  general  government  came  into  collision. 

It  was  also  contended,  that  to  impose  the  restrictions 
under  discussioui  was  a  deviation  from  the  general  course 

•  Vide  ante,  pp.  179, 184,  185,  190. 


pursued  relative  to  coadjutors  or  assistant  bishops.  In- 
Mances  might  indeed  be  adduced  to  the  contrary,  and 
Some  too  in  very  early  times ;  but  these  are  to  be  deemed 
exceptions  to  the  rule. 

On  grounds  of  policy,  also,  it  was  agreed  that  a  restric- 
tion upon  the  succession  was  to  be  deprecated.  Factious 
and  ambitious  presbyters  would  be  tempted  to  raise  parties 
for  themselves,  in  opposition  to  those  possessed  of  an  epis- 
copate, the  exercise  of  which  was  to  cease  upon  the  death 
of  the  diocesan :  and  laymen  of  influence,  it  was  said,  (if 
such  restriction  was  countenanced,)  might  be  led  to  im- 
pose it  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  temporary  bishop  in 
subjection  to  their  control,  and  thereby  destroying  his  in- 
dependence. 

The  result  of  the  deliberations  and  discussions  in  the 
House  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Delegates  was,  that  the  testimo- 
nials of  Dr.  Meade  were  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  sent  up  to  the  House  of  Bishops.  Before,  how- 
ever, that  body  proceeded  to  the  consecration,  it  sent  down 
to  the  lower  house  a  declaration,  as  follows :  **  The  bishops 
cannot  proceed  to  this  important  measure  without  declaring 
their  disapprobation  of  the  provision  in  the  election  of  Dr. 
Meade,  which  prevents  immediate  succession  to  the  epis- 
copacy, on  the  decease  of  the  present  bishop  of  the  diocess. 
Nevertheless,  this  being  a  new  case,  in  questions  of  conse- 
cration in  the  church,  in  this  country,  the  bishops,  enter- 
taining no  doubt  of  Dr.  Meade's  succeeding  to  the  dio- 
cesan episcopacy,  in  the  event  of  his  surviving  of  the  pres- 
ent bishopt  have  not  permitted  the  preceding  consideration 
to  be  a  bar  to  his  consecration.  But  they  cannot  proceed 
to  it  without  declaring  unanimously  their  determination, 
nor  without  recommending  to  the  future  members  of  this 
house,  now  that  the  peculiarities  of  this  case  will  have 
ceased,  not  to  give  such  further  countenance  to  the  innova- 
tion, as  might  be  construed  to  bind  it  on  the  church  to  her 
injury.**     And  with  this  pratestando^  the  bishops 
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proceeded  to  the  consecration,  which  took  place  in  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  nineteenth  of  August,  1829. 

William  Meade,  D.D.,  assistant  bishop  of  Virginia,  was 
bom  in  Frederick  county,  Virginia,  on  the  eleventh  of  No- 
vember, 1780.  His  father  was  Major  R.  K.  Meade,  one 
of  the  aids  of  General  Washington  during  the  war  of  the 
revolution.  His  mother  was  a  woman  of  eminent  piety ; 
and  to  her  early  instruction,  under  Gk>d,  does  the  bishop 
ascribe  his  own  religious  character,  and  subsequent  devo- 
tion to  the  ministry.  Until  the  age  of  ten  years,  when,  for 
the  first  time,  he  went  to  school,  he  was  educated  entirely 
by  his  mother :  at  this  school  he  remained  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  seventeen,  when  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  Col* 
lege.  Here  he  continued  until  1809,  when  he  completed 
his  course  of  study.  During  his  residence  at  college,  the 
fruit  of  an  early  religious  education  exhibited  itself  in  an 
increase  of  all  his  previous  impressions,  and  a  resolution  to 
devote  himself  to  the  ministry  of  the  Episcopal  church,  in 
which  he  had  been  baptized  and  trained,  and  to  which  his 
parents  belonged.  Afler  leaving  college,  he  spent  some 
time  in  reading,  with  a  view  to  the  ministry,  with  a  pious 
and  excellent  clergyman.the  Rev.  Walter  Addison  of  Mary- 
land. In  the  fall  of  1809  he  returned  to  Princeton,  with 
the  view  of  enjoying  more  advantages  in  the  prosecution 
of  his  studies  than  he  could  procure  in  Maryland.  In  this 
purpose,  however,  he  was  disappointed,  for  in  a  few  days 
after  his  arrival  he  became  sick,  and  continued  so  for  some 
weeks.  As  soon  as  he  became  convalescent,  and  was  able 
to  travel,  he  returned  to  Virginia,  so  that  he  never  pursued 
his  theological  studies  at  Princeton.  He,  however,  prose- 
cuted them  in  private  until  March,  1811,  when  he  was  or- 
dained deacon  by  Bishop  Madison  in  Williamsburg.  He 
immediately  commenced  his  ministry  among  his  relations, 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  where  he  had  been  officiating 
as  a  lay  reader  for  more  than  half  a  year  preceding.  In 
the  autumn  of  that  year,  he  accepted  an  invitation  to  Christ 
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Church,  Alexandria,  where  he  remained  eighteen  months, 
and  then  retarned  to  his  congregation  in  Frederick  county, 
of  which  he  has  ever  since  been  rector.  The  bishop  has 
of  necessity  been  much  of  an  itinerant  in  his  ministry,  and 
without  having  been  so,  his  services  had  been  less  valuable 
^«in  they  were  in  resuscitating  the  church.  He  is  still  in 
the  vigour  of  his  days,  and  of  his  usefulness,  and  pos- 
^^sses  a  persevering  industry,  which  promises  much  for  the 
^^use  of  religion. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  convention  of  Virginia 

^^  ^'d  directed  its  delegates  to  bring  before  the  general  con- 

^mion  the  subject  of  assistant  bishops,  with  the  view  of 

^  ^^ttling  the  point  as  to  the  number  of  bishops  which  any 

^^  ocess  might  have.     Without  any  direct  agency  on  the 

of  the  representatives  of  Virginia  to  produce  this 

^  ^nd,  the  circumstances  of  Dr.  Meade's  case  presented 

»rcibly  to  the  general  convention  the  fact  that  some  legis- 

ition  was  necessary.     Accordingly  a  canon  was  passed, 

giving  in  all  cases  the  right  of  succession  to  an  assistant 

bishop,  who  should  survive  the  diocesan ;  and  permitting 

le  election  of  one  assistant  whenever  the  bishop  of  a  dio- 

became  **  unable,  by  reason  of  old  age,  or  other  per- 

'^^^anent  cause  of  infirmity,  to  discharge  his  episcopal 

^auties." 

When  the  convention  of  1830  assembled,  the  subject 
K^me  again  under  discussion ;  and  the  course  pursued  by 
that  body,  representing,  as  it  did,  one  of  the  most  important 
diocesses  in  the  Union,  was  one  which  did  honour  to  Vir- 
ginia ;  while  at  the  same  time  it  illustrated  the  happy 
effects  which  flow  from  prudent  counsels.  Had  matters 
been  pushed  to  an  extreme  in  the  general  convention  of 
1829,  and  consecration  being  refused  to  Dr.  Meade,  on  the 
ground  merely  that  he  was  excluded  from  the  succession, 
while  it  was  admitted  that  his  piety  and  talents  entitled 
him  to  the  place  which  he  had  been  selected  to  fill,  and 
while  his  elevation  was  desired  aknost  unanimously  by  th« 
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Cburchmen  of  Virginia,  tbe  coDteqoeiices  moit  haTe  been 
of  a  most  serious  character,  and  fatal  to  tbe  barmony  and 
union  of  the  church.  Virginia,  probably,  never  would  have 
submitted  to  the  decision:  but  the  course  pursued  was  one 
which,  wisely  guarding  against  the  introduction  of  a  dan« 
gerous  precedent,  compromised  no  principle,  and  still  grati- 
fied Virginia  in  all  that  she  asked :  it  inflicted  no  wound  on 
the  feelings  of  the  excellent  gentleman  who  had  been  elected 
assistant  bishop,  and  left  tbe  diocess  untouched,  in  tbe  atti- 
tude of  independence  which  she  had  assumed.  It  was  a  ju- 
dicious course ;  and,  as  usual,  the  church  is  indebted  for  it 
to  the  wisdom,  the  prudence,  and  calm  thought  of  the  ven- 
erated  man  whom  God  has  so  long  preserved  to  watch  over 
the  infancy  of  the  American  Episcopal  church,  and  to  assist 
in  laying  securely  its  foundations :  the  prelate  who  thinks 
wisely,  because  he  thinks  dispassionately.  Bishop  White 
drew  up  the  protestation  which  has  already  been  spread 
upon  our  pages. 

By  adopting  this  course,  the  surest  method  was  hit  upon 
of  accomplishing  all  that  the  general  convention  desired  in 
tbe  establishment  of  an  important  principle ;  and  of  inducing 
Virginia,  by  her  own  voluntary  act,  to  bring  herself  within 
the  operation  of  that  principle,  though  she  had  previously 
rejected  it  It  was  an  appeal  made  to  the  generous  feel- 
ings of  the  members  of  the  Virginia  convention ;  and  it 
was  not  made  in  vain ;  for  in  the  convention  of  1829,  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  in  the  following  terms :  *^  Whereas, 
the  general  convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church 
in  the  United  States  have,  by  the  fifth  canon  of  1820,  pro- 
vided that  every  assistant  bishop,  who  may  hereafter  be 
elected  in  the  said  church,  shall  be  in  all  cases  entitled  to 
succeed  the  bishop  of  the  diocess  in  which  he  may  be 
elected ;  and,  whereas,  the  convention  is  desirous  of  pre- 
serving, as  far  as  possible,  the  harmony  and  uniformity  of 
the  church,  and  of  testifying  its  confidence  in  the  assistant 
bishop  of  this  diocess :  therefore,  resolved,  that  the  restrict 
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tioD  annexed  to  the  election  of  the  assistant  bishop  of  Vir- 
ginia, be  hereby  removed." 

If  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  and  unwearied  per- 
severance be  desirable  qualities  in  a  bishop,  and  may  be 
deemed  sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  exercise  the  episcopal 
office  while  he  lives,  then  the  removal  of  the  restrictions 
on  Bishop  Meade's  right  to  succession  may  be  placed  on 
the  ground  of  simple  equity.  His  reports,  made  annually 
to  the  convention,  show  that  he  is  **  in  journcyings  often ;" 
and  he  is  very  far  from  belonging  to  the  class  of  "  un- 
preaching  prelates." 

In  1832,  the  assistant  bishop,  besides  discharging  a  full 
share  of  duties  in  his  own  diocess,  visited,  by  request,  both 
the  infant  diocesses  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  This 
labour  occupied  three  months,  and  contributed  in  no  small 
measure  to  forward  the  complete  organization  of  those  dio- 
cesses ;  both  of  which  are  now  supplied  with  episcopal 
services  by  their  respective  bishops. 

But  little  remains  to  be  added  to  our  narrative.  The 
present  condition  of  the  church  in  Virginia  is  one  of  grati- 
fying prosperity.  With  more  than  one  hundred  churches, 
some  of  them  the  fruit  of  reviving  zeal  in  parishes  which 
once  flourished,  but  have  long  been  almost  dead,  the  dio- 
cess  now  numbers  more  than  seventy  clergymen;  and 
with  a  missionary  fund,  unemployed  in  part,  because  mis- 
sionaries are  not  to  be  had,  the  diocess  is  labouring  to  sup- 
ply in  some  measure  its  necessities,  by  means  of  its  semi- 
nary at  Alexandria.  Of  this  institution,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  remark,  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  said,  that 
it  has  afibrded  instruction  during  the  last  three  years  to 
sixty  candidates  for  orders,  and  has  given  thirty-six  clergy- 
men to  the  church. 

Not  to  bear  testimony,  in  conclusion,  to  the  zeal  and 
piety  of  our  Virginia  brethren,  both  of  the  clergy  and  laity, 
would  be  to  prove  a  traitor  to  the  cause  of  worth  and  good- 
ness; which  surely  deserve  honourable  notice,  none  the 
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ktf  became  tbey  do  not  stoop  to  leek  it  The  author  of 
these  sheets,  in  taking  leave  of  a  subject  which  baa,  at  iih 
tenralsy  for  a  long  time  engaged  his  thoughts  and  occupied 
his  pen,  hopes  to  be  pardoned,  should  he  indulge  the  ex- 
pression of  personal  and  national  feeling:  he  cannot  leave  a 
topic  which,  if  it  has  brought  some  labour,  has  also  brought 
more  pleasure,  without  tendering  to  southern  brethren  the 
afiection  of  a  southern  man's  heart ;  who,  while  he  loves  all, 
yet  holds  it  no  sin  to  prefer  some.  His  afiection  may  at 
times  have  blinded  his  judgment ;  but  that  afiection  will 
not  diminish  the  fervour  of  the  prayer  which  he  ofiers»  that 
while  prospered  of  Heaven,  the  Churchmen  of  Virginia 
may  not  forget  that  prosperity  brings  danger  with  it;  and 
that  in  their  own  past  history,  the  lesson  is  ifirritten,  that 
abused  prosperity  is  apt  to  find  its  corrective,  sooner  or 
later,  in  the  purifying  touch  of  persecution. 


THE   END. 


[Note  A,  page  64.] 

THE  LOYALTY  OF  VIRGINIA. 

It  wai  not  until  recently  that  the  loyalty  of  Virginia,  immediately  be* 
lore  and  during  the  protectorate,  was  questioned.  In  the  reference  to  thie 
note,  the  author,  it  will  be  seen,  classes  the  last  vnriter  on  American  history 
with  those  who  have  intimated  doubts  on  this  subject.  It  would  be  doing 
great  injustice  to  Mr.  Bancroft,  not  to  acknowledge  the  merit  of  his  work* 
It  is  especially  valuable  for  its  references  to  early  authorities.  The  labour 
of  research,  in  the  preparation  of  the  published  volume  of  the  **  History  of  the 
United  States,"  must  have  been  great ;  and  the  author  of  this  note  thinke 
that  he  can  appreciate  it,  because  he  has  had  to  encounter  a  similar  task. 
Almost  every  rare  and  early  tract  or  volume  referred  to  by  Mr.  Bancroft 
had  been  examined  by  the  author  of  this  book;  and,  therefore,  in  the 
pemsal  of  Mr.  Bancroft's  volume,  he  found  himself  on  familiar  ground.  To 
the  general  accuracy  of  that  volume,  and  the  propriety  of  its  references,  the 
present  writer  bears  cheerful  testimony.  Feeling  some  American  pride  in 
Mr.  Bancroft's  book,  as  being  decidedly  superior  to  anything  yet  written  on 
the  subject  of  this  country,  the  author  regretted  to  find  that  he  seemed  to 
doubt  what  appeared  (to  him  at  least)  capable  of  proof  as  an  historical  fact^ 
most  honourable  to  Virginia,  and  affording  the  only  key  to  a  solution  of 
some  of  the  peculiarities  both  of  individual  and  national  character.  In  an 
interview  vrith  Mr.  Bancroft,  (had  since  the  page  referring  to  this  note  was 
printed,)  it  was  with  no  little  gratification  the  writer  heard  him  disclaim  the 
intention  of  representing  Virginia  as  wanting  in  loyalty  ;  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, he  of  course  retracts  his  observations  on  Mr.  Bancroft's  sup- 
posed mistake.  Having  said  thus  much,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  author 
of  the  History  of  the  United  States,  the  evidence  which,  to  the  mind  of  the 
writer,  established  the  fact  of  the  loyalty  of  Virginia,  and  which  it  was 
originally  intended  should  alone  constitute  this  note,  is  subjoined. 

1.  The  uniform  testimony  of  all  the  first  hbtorians  of  Virginia.  The 
question,  it  most  be  remembered,  was  one  of  fact,  and  evidence  upon  that 
feet  must  have  been  afforded  the  one  way  or  the  other,  in  the  everyday 
intercourse  of  life.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  strange  that  a  mistake  on  th« 
sobject  should  be  made,  and  perpetuated  without  discovery,  until  modem 
times.  Those  who  lived  nearest  to  the  time,  and  wrote  upon  the  subject, 
could  not,  without  eontradiction,  have  aMeited  the  ilMt  to  be  omwagr,  wIum 
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all  umind  Uiem  knew  it  to  be  otherwiw.    The  preiumption,  therefore,  ie 
io  fafour  of  the  correctnees  of  the  early  historians. 

S.  The  known  state  of  the  colony  at  that  time,  with  reference  to  the  char^ 
acter  of  its  population.  Beyond  all  dispute,  Berkley,  the  governor,  was  a 
devoted  adherent  to  the  royal  family.  The  cavaliers  at  home  looked  upon 
the  colony  of  Virginia  as  their  place  of  refuge,  and  the  land  in  which  they 
might  indulge  all  their  feelings  of  loyalty  without  stint  or  apprehension. 
One  of  them  gives  this  account  of  the  matter.  After  relating  the  death  of 
the  king,  he  proceeds — 

**  The  sad  prospect  of  affairs  in  this  juncture,  gave  such  a  damp  to  all  the 
royal  party  who  had  resolved  to  persevere  in  the  principle  which  engaged 
them  in  the  war,  that  a  veiy  considerable  number  of  nobility,  clergy,  and 
gently  so  circumstanced,  did  fly  from  their  native  country."  "  Of  the  num- 
ber who  chose  to  steer  their  course  for  America,  such  of  them  as  inclined 
to  try  their  fortunes  at  Surinam,  Barbadoes,  Antigua,  and  the  Leeward 
Islands,  were  to  be  men  of  the  first  rate,  who  wanted  not  money  or  credit,** 
Ac.,  Ac.  The  writer  himself  being,  as  he  states,  **  nearly  related  to  Sir 
William  Barkeley  the  governor,*'  on  that  account  came  with  his  com- 
panions to  Virginia.  The  same  writer  informs  us  that  Berkley  **  showed 
great  respect  to  all  the  royal  party  who  made  that  colony  their  refuge.  His 
house  and  purse  were  open  to  all  that  wore  so  qualified  :*'  and  the  fact  is 
put  beyond  dispute,  that  the  stanch  old  loyalist  kept  up  a  correspondence 
with  the  king ;  for  the  very  writer,  from  whom  we  quote,  was  himself  sent 
over  at  Berkley*s  expense,  to  find  out  the  king  in  Holland,  and  have  an 
interview  with  him. — See  JVVtfOocf*  Journal  of  a  foj/a^c  to  yirginia; 
6  Churchiirs  Collection  of  Vmfagt$^  145.  It  is  evident,  then,  that  the 
cavaliers  were  strong  in  Virginia.  At  the  commencement  of  the  c\\\\  wars 
m  England,  the  population  of  Virginia  was  about  twenty  thousand. — See 
1  HobntM^s  Annals,  315.  It  will  not  be  disputed  that  of  these,  a  proportion, 
at  least,  was  attached  to  the  reigning  family.  Let  it  be  supposed  to  be  one 
half;  it  probably  was  more.  At  the  restoration,  the  population  of  Virginia, 
fh>m  the  influx  of  cavaliers,  (few  others  had  any  reason  to  come,)  amounted 
to  thirty  thousand. — See  1  Holmes,  315.  Here,  then,  is  an  increase  of 
ten  thousand ;  add  it  to  the  one  half  of  the  former  population,  and  the  nu- 
merical strength  will  be  on  the  side  of  the  loyalists  :  add  but  the  half  of  this 
increase,  and  parties  are  equally  balanced ;  so  that  Virginia  can  not  be  pro- 
nounced to  be  either  republican  or  loyal.  Are  not  the probabiliiies  all  on  the 
side  of  there  being  in  the  colony  a  majority  of  cavaliers  ?  If  such  was  the 
ftct,  Virginia  must  have  been  loyal. 

3.  Berkley  remauied  in  the  colony,  keeping  op  a  correspondence  with  the 
king,  as  we  have  seen,  and  the  records  of  that  day  show  the  names  of  many, 
high  in  oflices  of  trust  and  profit,  who  are  known  to  have  been  etutUiers, 
There  must  have  been  a  lamentable  scarcity  of  men  of  a  different  stamp, 
which  would  hardly  have  been  the  case,  had  a  majority  been  commonwealth 
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;  dr,  if  Iha  majoritj  were  commoowcahh  iimd,  w«  nrait  admit  that  tlwy 
cnicruincd  a  angnUr  preference  for  olficen  to  whoM  political  opiiuoDs  they 
were  Mtterij  opposed.  Be  this  however  ■■  it  may,  it  cannot  reasonably  be 
supposed  that  there  was  not  a  perfect  understanding  between  Berkley  and 
the  leading  cavalien ;  and  if  so,  then  ail  were  in  correspondence  with  the 
king.  Couple  this  with  two  well-known  facts,  yii.  that  Berkley  never  left 
the  colony,  (though  the  right  to  do  so  within  a  year  was  saved  to  him  bj  the 
treaty  of  surrender,)  and  that,  the  protector  haviitg  died  in  September,  IftSS* 
and  the  governor  of  Virginia  soon  after,  Berkley  was  immediately  appointed 
governor  in  Janoary,  1659.  It  matters  not  whether  this  appointment  wan 
made  npon  the  demand  of  a  tamaltaous  assemblage,  as  the  early  historians  say, 
or  DOC  :  one  thing  is  certain,  that  it  could  not  have  been  made,  had  a  tumul- 
tooQs  assemblage  opposed  it.  We  must  consequently  admit,  that  the  poople 
andcntood  the  matter  and  were  content ;  or  we  must  suppose  that  in  their 
ignoranoe  they  followed  their  lexMlers — these  leaden  must  have  been  loyal- 
ists ;  and  in  either  case,  the  political  character  of  the  colony  must  have  been 
loyal.  As  to  this  matter  of  the  tumultuous  assemblage,  a  word  of  remark 
may  not  be  misplaced.  It  seems  to  be  the  particular  most  questioned,  be- 
cause it  apparently  contradicts  existing  records.  Mr.  Hening,  in  the  Statutes 
at  Large,  (the  best  History  of  Virginia,  by-thc-way,  which  has  yet  been 
vrrittcii,)  doubts  it,  because  he  finds  Berkley  elected  precisely  as  the  other 
goneiuofs  had  been  in  Virginia,  during  the  protectorate.  It  is  admitted ;  but 
is  by  DO  means  inconsistent  with  the  fact  of  a  multitude  having  demanded 
of  him  to  take  upon  him  his  old  office  of  governor.  There  may  have  been 
a  popular  call  to  office,  but  not  a  popular  election.  That  in  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  times  was  left  to  go  on  in  the  old  mode,  and  probably  because  it 
was  well  known,  that  those  who  were  to  make  it  were  cavaliers,  and  conse- 
quently ready  enough  to  elect  him  whom  the  multitude  preferred.  Berkley 
himself  looked  upon  his  election  as  one  made  in  the  exigency  of  circum- 
slancee,  and  did  not  consider  himself  as  in,  of  his  old  official  appointment* 
The  tmth  seems  to  be,  that  there  was  a  temporizing  policy  ponued  in  this 
matter,  which  was  founded  on  existing  circumstances.  Oliver  Cromwell  was 
dead— Richard  had  succeeded  him.  During  Oliver's  life,  there  was  no  prospect 
of  the  restoration  of  the  king,  and  Virginia  submitted,  however  reluctantly  i 
hut  was  Richard  to  prove  an  Oliver !  This  was  a  question  which  time  only 
could  determine.  If  he  did,  then  Mrginia  had  nothing  to  do  but  continue 
ber  former  submission :  if  he  did  not,  then  Virginia  was  very  willing  to 
place  herself  in  a  position  in  which  she  might  advantageously  nise  the 
standasd  of  royalty.  She  elected  Berkley  in  the  old  mode ;  that  suited  the 
eoamwnwealth,  if  the  commonwealth  continued.  Berkley  had  also  the  royal 
OMDmission,  and  no  other  man  in  the  colony  had  ;  this  gave  the  cavalien  a 
vantage  ground  on  which  to  stand,  should  the  commonwealth  cease,  and  an 
•Qspicious  time  arrive  for  unforiing  the  standard  of  the  king.  May  not  con* 
•identions  like  these  have  operated  in  that  day !    On  this  theory,  the 
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mg  eoBtndietion  of  the  reeoids  of  that  day  may  all  be  harmonisad.  Accoid* 
ing  to  the  ▼lew  of  Berkley  hiaweli;  though  elected  by  the  aasembly,  (and, 
theraibre,  in  one  aenie  their  aervmnt,)  neither  he  nor  they  had  any  power  be- 
yond  that  which  the  necessity  of  the  times  forced  some  one  to  exercise. 
Writing  to  Governor  Stnyvesant,  he  says,  **  I  am  but  a  serrant  of  the  As- 
sembly ;  neither  do  they  arrogate  any  power  to  themseWes,  further  than  the 
miserable  distractions  of  England  force  them  to.  For  when  God  shall  be 
pleased  in  his  mercy  to  take  away  and  dissipate  the  unnatural  divisions  of 
their  native  country,  they  will  immediately  zetum  to  their  own  professed 
obedience."^!  Smith's  J^euhYorkj  11. 

4.  Cromwell  always  viewed  Virginia  with  suspicion :  and  the  text  fur* 
nishes  an  instance  of  it,  in  the  reproof  with  which  he  visited  them  for  their 
kindness  to  Maryland. 

5.  Contemporaries,  actors  in  the  scenes,  residents  in  Virginia,  have  left 
behind  them  their  testimony,  and  it  has  come  down  to  us  to  prove  the  loyalty 
of  Virginia.     We  have  already  mentioned  in  the  text  that,  after  the  restora- 
tion, when  Sir  William  Berkley  was  called  home  on  a  visit,  by  the  king,  a 
pamphlet  was  presented  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  which  it  is  supposed 
was  prepared  by  direction  of  Berkley :  it  is  entitled  *'  Virginia's  Cure,  an 
advisivB  Narrative  concerning  Virginia,"  dec,  dec.,  and  was  printed   in 
1061.     In  a  passage,  quoted  in  the  text,  the  author  (who  was  himself  in  Vir- 
ginia) states,  that  the  naval  force  of  the  parliament  *'  had  reduced  the  colony 
under  the  power  {tui  never  to  t/u  obedience)  of  the  usurpers."    And  as  a 
proof  of  it,  in  pert,  he  states  that  "  the  people  generally  bear  a  great  love  to 
the  stated  constitutions  of  the  Church  of  England  in  her  government  and 
public  worship ;"  and  the  especial  claim  of  Virginia  to  the  kind  and  prompt 
attention  of  his  lordship,  is  urged  upon  the  ground  that,  '*  in  the  late  times  of 
our  church's  persecution,  her  people  alone  cheerfully  and  joyfully  embraced, 
encouraged,  and  maintained  the  orthodox  ministers  that  went  over  to  them 
in  their  public  conformity  to  the  Church  of  England  in  her  doctrine  and 
stated  manner  of  public  worship."     A  part  of  that  public  worship  included 
a  prayer  for  the  king,  the  use  of  which  was,  indeed,  prohibited  by  one  of  the 
articles  of  the  surrender,  but  which  the  language  of  our  authority  would 
justify  us  in  supposing  was,  notwithstanding,  used,  particularly  as  we  know 
that  other  articles  of  the  surrender  were  disregarded.     Another  contempo- 
rary publication,  to  which  we  have  referred  in  the  text,  is  explicit  on  the 
subject.     The  book  is  entitled  **  Leah  and  Rachell ;  or,  the  two  fruitful! 
Sisters  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,"  printed  in  1666.     It  was  written  by 
John  Hammond,  who  lived  in  both  colonies,  and  in  fact  gives  the  first  con- 
temporary history  which  was  written  of  the  subjugation  of  Virginia  by  the 
parliamentary  commissioners.     Speaking  of  Virginia,  during  the  protecto- 
rate, his  words  ant,  **  Virginia  being  whole  for  monarchy." 

Upon  the  testimony  herein  presented,  the  author  has  considered  the  fad 
of  Virginia's  loyalty  as  one  which  is  sustained  by  sufficient  evidence. 
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^'hbbkab  the  Clergy  of  the  Protestant  Epit- 
il  Church,  by  their  petition  presented,  have 
lested  that  their  church  may  be  incorporated, 
it  enacted  by  the   General  Asiemblyt  That 
ry  minister   of    the    Protestant    Episcopal 
irch,  now  holding  a  parish  within  this  com- 
awealth,  either  by  appointment  from  a  vestry 
ndaction  from  a  governor,  and  all  the  ves- 
nm  in  the  different  parishes  now  instituted, 
ivhich  hereafter  may  be  instituted,  within  this 
monwealth,  that  is  to  say,  the  minister  and 
tiymen  of  each  parish  respectively,  or,  in  case 
a  vacancy,  the  vestry  of  each  parish,  and 
ir  successors  for   ever,  are  hereby  made  a 
ly  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name  of  the 
uster  and  vestry  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
nch  in  the  parish  whore  they  respectively 
ids ;  and  by  the  name,  style,  and  title  afore- 
1,  they  and  their  successors  shall  for   ever 
fiilly  have,  hold,  use,  and  enjoy  all  and  eveiv 
:t  or  tracts  of  glebe-land  already  purchased, 
churches  and  chapels  already  built,  with  the 
jing-grounds  belonging  to  them,  and  such  as 
n  l^gun  and  contracted  for  before  the  first 
of  January,  in  the  year  1777,  for  the  use  of 
parishes,  with  their  hereditaments  and  apper- 
loces,  and  all  books,  plate,  and  ornaments 
Ri|Kiated  to  the  use  of,  and  every  other  thing 
property  of  the  late  esublished  church,  to 
lole  and  only  proper  use  and  benefit  of  the 
tastant  Episcopal  Churcc  m  the  parish  where 
nq>ective  ministers  and  vestries  reside  (ez- 
t  the  glebe  in  the  county  of  Augusta ;  the 
!i  or  profits  arising  from  which  that  are  now 
I  or  that  shall  become  due,  until  a  sufficient 
iber  of  the  professors  of  the  church  now  in- 
mated  by  this  act  shall  be  formed  into  a 
My  in  the  said  county,  shall  be,  by  the  ovcr- 
s  of  the  poor,  applied  to  the  repairing  the 
tb  and   churchyard,  and  for  the  support 
he  poor  of  the   said  county),  and  where 
loperty  is  situate  and  being,  agreeable  to 
ne  intent  for  which  it  was  purchased  or 
i;  and  hy  the  name,  style,  and  title  aforo- 
they  shall  be  capable  in  law  to  hold,  main- 
ndncowm  all  their  eatatw,  ri^Ua,  and 
A 


privileges,  and  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  b* 
empleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto,  do* 
fend  and  be  defended,  in  all  suits,  controversiea, 
causes,  actions,  matters,  and  things,  in  any  court 
or  courts  of  law  or  equity  whatsoever,  and  shall 
have  one  common  seal  and  perpetual  succeasion. 
Protided  always  and  be  it  further  enacted^  That 
in  all  proceedings  of  the  aforesaid  ministers  and 
vestries,  all  matters  shall  be  decided  by  a  majoi^ 
ity  of  votes,  and  the  minister  shall  in  no  caao 
have  a  negative  on  the  proceedings  of  the  said 
corporation,  ezcept  where  his  vote  shall  be  with 
or  make  a  majority  of  the  votes  present  at  any 
meeting  of  the  said  corporation. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  respective 
incorporated  ministers  and  vestries  of  the  Prot* 
estant  Episcopal  Church  shall  have  full  power, 
good  right,  anid  lawful  authority,  to  have,  take, 
receive,  acquire,  purchase,  use,  and  enjoy  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and  ail  goods  and 
chattels,  and  to  demise,  alien,  improve,  and  lease 
(glebe-lands  intended  for  the  minister*s  reai- 
dence  excepted,  and  those  to  lease  and  improve 
during  a  vacancy)  the  said  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  and  to  use  and  improve  such 
goods  and  chattels  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
said  church  within  their  respective  pariahec, 
not  to  exceed  eight  hundred  pounds  yearly  rent 
or  income,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding  :  And  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  ministers  and  vestries  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  to  apply  any  gooda 
or  chattels  belonging  to  the  said  church,  to  the 
purpose  of  erecting  or  repairing  churches,  or 
building  or  repairing  dwelling  or  other  hooacv 
for  the  use  of  their  ministers,  or  school-houses^ 
as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  think  necessaiy 
within  their  respective  parishes. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  minister,  or, 
in  case  of  absence  or  vacancy,  the  church-waiw 
dens,  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  incorporated 
body  as  often  as  it  shall  be  deemed  needful,  and 
seven  of  the  said  body  shall  be  a  sufficient  num- 
ber to  constitute  a  meeting  for  the  despatch  of 
business,  and  shall  have  power;  except  m  casee 
of  demising,  alienation,  or  leasinff,  in  which 
cases  a  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  whole 
shall  be  necessary  to  make  such  rules  and  Ofi- 
dera  for  managing  all  the  temporal  affiun  and 


ACT  OF  INCORPORATION'. 


coDcwM  of  ttM  dnireh  as  ihej.  or  the  m^or 

pan  of  thrtn  so  met,  thtll  agree  upon,  and  shall 
think  nK>»t  conducive  lo  the  interest  and  pros- 
pernv  of  thai  church,  and  shall  have  the  sole  dis- 
poftitjon  and  ordering  oi  all  payments  of  the 
monevs  belorurinir  ic  the  said  church,  and  also 
the  appo:nung  a  cicrk.  a  treasurer,  and  collect- 
or, i^henevej  thcv  jud^  :t  neceasaiy.  and  the 
said  elf  rk.  treasurer,  and  collector  at  their  pleas- 
me  '.0  removr.  t:id  to  apix^int  others  in  their 
stead.  All  whirr,  orders  and  rules  they  shall 
cause  to  he  uirly  cvAcrtd  ard  preserTed  in 
books  to  be  providrd  :or  thai  purpose. 

.4»i  f-f  i;  t\ukcr  fr,a::fd.  That  in  whaterer 
parish  or  parishes  withm  ihi*  commonweal ih. 
tnimsters  and  vestrymen  are  wanting  to  form  a 
body  corporate  and  politic,  ajrrec.ible  to  the  di- 
TOctton*  of  this  ac:.  it  ahaii  be  lawful  for  any 
two  rr;v-.taMe  :r.hab:Tsii;s,  .m embers  of  the  Epis- 
ropa:  0" hunch,  to  call  tofrti.fr  at  some  conve- 
nient  place.  St  no;  ve  a  jiy  jjiven.  the  members 
of  the  sa:d  c':;.:xvh  les-dinir  within  such  parish 
or  parishes,  *rjd  there  f!eot.  by  a   majority  of 
TOte».  twelve  ab'.e  and  discreet  men.  members 
oi  the  Protestant  l^piscopjl  Church,  who  shall 
be  a  vestry  to  all  mtt  nu  and  purposes,  and  who, 
with  their  minister,  or  during  a  vacancy,  with- 
out a  mmister.  shall  be  a  body  corporate  and 
politic  br  the  same  name,  and  shall  enjoy  all  the 
rights,  powers,  privile^s,  and   immunities,  as 
by  this  act  are  f^iven  to  the  respective  ministers 
and  vestries  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
within  this  cotniuonwealtlk. 


Um  office  of  f  estrymen ;  wbo,  on  tlwir 

bing  in  ▼Mtrr  as  before  directed,  ahall  c 

in  office  until  the  next  general  election  of  ?«• 
tries,  eicept  they  remove  from  the  perish  fa 
which  they  were  elected,  or  shall  resign. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  minntm 
and  vestries  of  the  respective  parishes,  or  tbt 
person  or  persons  authorized  by  them  to  manip 
the  temporal  concerns  of  the  Protestant  Epnc^ 
pal  Church  in  the  respective  parishes,  ahaU,al 
they  are  hereby  required,  on  the  coart-day  rf 
their  respective  counties  next  following  the  fth 
ennial  elections,  and   so  continually  onra  ■ 
every  three  years,  at  the  court  aforesaid,  to  •!• 
hibil  upon  oath  an  account  and  inventoiy  af  al 
the  esute,  both  real  and  personal,  belonging  t* 
their  respective  churches  or  religions  socieliM^ 
together  with  the  account  of  the  annual  refemM 
arising  therefrom  ;  and  in  case  the  vestiy  of  UV 
parish,  or  the  person  or  persons  intrusted  vitt 
the  care  of  the  temporalities  of  the  respeetifi 
churches  or  religious  societies  of  the  Protestaat 
Episcopal  C?hurrh,  shall  fail  to  eihibit  an  ac- 
count and  inventory  of  the  estate  and  annual  rev* 
enue  of  the  said  churches  rcspoctavely,  for  tki 
space  of  twelve  months  after  the  expiratioii  of 
the  three   years   within   which  time  they  m 
hereby  required  to  render  such  account  and  in* 
ventory,  the  vestry  for  the  parish  thus  failiq| 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundnl 
pounds,  to  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  to  bi 
recovered  by  action  of  debt  in  any  court  of  n^ 
ord ;  and  in  case  the  account  and  inventory  dial 
And  be  if  t'urthrr  enaitfif.  That  at  all  future  1  not  be  returned  at  the  time  ap|>ointcd  after  tkt 


elections  of  vestries,  no  person  shall  be  allowed 
to  vote  who  Joes  not  profess  himself  a  member 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  actual- 
ly contribute  towards  its  supfiort.     There  shall 
be  elections  of  vestrymen  every  third  year  for 
ever ;  the  first  election  to  be  held  on  Mondav  in 
next  Easter-weck.  if  fair,  if  not,  the  next  fair 
day,  and  all  succeed! n;^  elections  on  the  same 
day,  except  as  befor«»  excepiiHl.  in  evory  thir.l 
year;  which  elections  shall  be  held   and  con- 
ducted in  the  lollowing  nianntT,  viz  :  The  mem- 
bers of  tlie  Protestant   Episcopal  Church  shall 
assemble  at  their  respective  parish  churches,  or 
at  some  other  convenient  place  in  the  parish,  on 
Easter-Monday,  except  an  before  excepted,  every 
third  ^ear,  and  then  and  there  elect  twelve  able 
and  discreet  men,  members  of  the  same  church, 
who  shall,  previous  to   their   enteiing   on  the 
office  of  vestrymen,  subscribe  in  vestry  to  be 
conformable  to  the  doctrine,  discipline,  and  wor- 
ship of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.    Two 
of  the  vestry  so  chosen  hhall,  by  a  majority  of 
the   vestry    asscmbleil,   be   nominated  church- 
wardens, who,  or  either  of  whom,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, shall  preside  at   all    future   elections, 
shall  take  care  that  iho  elections  are  conducted 
in  a  fair  and  orderly  manner,  and  shall  be  judges 
of  the  qualifications  of  electors.     And  to  the 
intent  that  vacancies  in  vestries  may  be  filled 
up.  Be  it  enacted^  That  whenever  vacancies  in 
vestries  shall  hajmen.  either  by  death,  resigna- 
tion, or  removal  from  the  parish,  the  remaining 
vestrymen,  or  a  ouorum  of  them,  shall  choose 
•uch  persons  as  they  may  judge  proper  to  supply 


next  general  election,  the  vestry  thus  fiulim 
shall  cease  to  be  a  body  cor^xirate. 

And  be  it  further  enartrtf.  That  in  all  cam 
where  it  shall  appear  by  the  account  and  inven- 
tory rendered  as  aforesaid,  that  the  annual  rev- 
enue of  any  church  exceeds  the  said  sum  if 
ei<rht  hundred  pounds,  the  court  before  wbon 
such  account  is  rendered  is  hereby  required  to 
rrix>rt  the  same,  together  with  the  account  and 
inventory  by  which  such  enc^ns  appears,  to  the 
executive,  to  be  by  them  laid  before  the  Goneial 
Assembly  at  their  next  session.  And  to  the  in- 
tent that  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  mif 
be  released  from  thoec  restraints  which  are  ysC 
imposed  on  her  by  the  laws  of  this  commoD- 
wealih. 

Re  it  enacted^  That  all  former  acts  reTatiog[l0 
the  cU-ctions,  qualiticaiions,  powers,  and  dutM 
of  vestrymen  and  church-wardens,  aTl  tfbmMr 
acts  for  the  support  of  the  clergy,  all  former  acta 
relating  to  the  appointment  or  qualificalions  or 
duties  of  ministers,  all  acts  enjoining  the  obser- 
vance of  any  particular  liturgy  or  form  of  wor- 
ship, the  use  of  any  particular  catechism  or  mode 
of  faith,  and  the  observance  of  fasts  and  festi- 
vals, and  all  former  acts  imposing  penaltiea  on 
clergymen  for  neglf'cting  to  keep  regiaten,  or 
neglecting  to  give  notice  of  any  observance,  or 
publishing  any  law,  and  every  other  act  or 
clauses  of  acts  within  the  purview  of  this  act, 
are  hereby  repealed  ;  and  all  the  vestries  within 
this  commonwealth  are,  on  the  day  before  tha 
Monday  of  next  Easter-week,  declared  to  be  din- 
solved  i  and  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Chuxch 
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vithm  thu  commcmwaalch  ii  harabj  anlhoriud 
to  regulate  (in  conventions  of  their  church  to  be 
held  eo  often  ae,  and  where  they  think  proper, 
wad  to  conaiat  of  a  deputation  of  two  persons 
from  each,  pariah,  whereof  the  minister  shall  al- 
ways be  one,  if  there  be  a  minister  in  the  parish, 
UM  the  other  person  or  persons  shall  be  ap- 
pointMl  by  the  vestries)  all  the  religious  con- 
cems  of  that  church,  its  doctrines,  discipline, 
■Dd  worship,  and  to  institute  such  rules  and  reg- 
ototioDa  aa  they  may  judge  necessary  for  the 
good  govemment  thereof,  and  the  same  to  re- 
Tokfl  and  alter  at  their  pleasure.  Forty  persons 
■o  appointed  shall  be  a  convention,  and  the  first 
mooting  may  be  at  the  call  of  any  three  mmis- 
teis  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  Pro- 
vided, that  no  rules  or  regulations  shall  be  in- 
■tituted  that  shall  be  repugnant  to  the  lawa  and 
constitutioD  of  this  commonwealth,  or  by  which 
a  fft'w'^t^''  may  be  received  into  or  turned  out 


of  a  palish  coniiarf  to  the  comeiit  of  a  mijoiitj 
of  a  vestry. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ministers 
and  laymen  met  in  general  convention  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority,  on  good  cause  to 
them  shown,  to  remove  from  any  parish  any 
minister  accused  of  unworthy  behaviour,  or  neg- 
lecting the  duties  of  his  otiicft. 

Ar^  be  it  further  enacted^  That  whore  it  shall 
have  happened  that  the  present  vestries  have 
failed  in  any  parish  to  lay  their  parish  levy,  and  to 
make  provision  for  their  poor,  or  other  legal  de- 
mands against  such  vestry  at  the  time  prescribed 
by  law,  such  vestries  having  so  failed  are  here- 
by authorized  to  \v.yy  on  their  respective  pariahes 
all  arrearages  due  from  the  said  vestry,  in  the 
same  manner  as  they  might  have  done  before 
the  passing  of  this  act,  any  thing  in  thia  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


of  s  CoKDention  of  the  Clergy  and  Laity  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Virginui, 
begun  and  holden  in  t}^  City  of  Riekmond,  Wednesday ,  May  18,  1785. 


Comxtiea. 


Aftemarle, 
Bnmawick  and 
GfeoDsville, 
Bsriwley, 

Candine, 

GbulM  City, 
Ghoaterfield, 

Culpepper, 

Camberland, 
Dmwiddie, 

Biubeth  City, 


A  List  of  the  Mxmbibs  of  the  Convention. 


TUrfaz, 

Faaqnior, 

FMerick, 

Olouceater, 
GoocUand, 

HaDOTeTy 

Heuico, 
James  City, 

Kwf  Oaoige, 

King  and  Qaoen, 

KmgWilliam,     { 


\ 


Parishes. 
Accomack, 
St.  Geoive, 
Fredericksville, 
St.  Andrew, 
Meberrin, 
Norbome, 
Drysdale, 
St  Aaaph, 
St.  Margaret, 
St.  Mary, 
West  over, 
Manchester, 
Dale, 
St.  Mark, 
Bromfield, 
Lyttleton, 
Bath, 

Elizabeth  City, 

South  Famham, 

St.  Anne, 
Fairfax, 
Leeda, 
Frederick, 
Abingdon, 
Petsworth, 
Kingston, 
St.  James's  Nor- 
tham, 

St.  Paul, 

St.  Martin, 
Henrico, 
Jamea  City, 
Hanover, 
St.  Paula, 
St.  Stephen, 
St.  John, 
St.  David, 


Lay  Deputies. 
Jabez  Pittis. 

Levin  Joynea  and  Tnlly  Wise. 
John  Walker. 
Drury  Stith. 
Thomaa  Claiborne. 
Morgan  Morgan. 
Wilham  Lyne. 
John  Page,  jun. 
Samuel  Hawea. 
Robert  Gilchrist. 
John  Tyler. 

Archibald  Cary.' 

James  Pendleton. 

Reuben  Beall. 

Benjamm  Wilson. 

Robert  Walker. 
(  Wilson  Miles  Caiy  and 
(  George  Wray. 

Spencer  Roane  and 

Newman  Brockenbrough. 

Robert  Beverley. 

Bryan  Fairfax. 

Philip  Mallory. 

John  Page. 
Matthew  Anderson. 
Thomas  Smith. 


! 


! 


Thomas  Underwood. 


Clergymen. 


^ 


Thomaa  Lcmdia. 


—  Carter. 
Samuel  Shield. 
Archibald  Dick. 


Charles  Clay. 
William  I^igh. 
James  Stephenson. 

Christopher  Macrae. 
Devereaux  Jarratt. 


David  Griffith. 
Alexander  Belmim. 


AS 


c  John  Pendleton  and 
\  Bartlett  Anderson. 

John  Winston. 

Edmund  Randolph. 

William  Lee. 

Burditt  Ashton. 

Townsend  Dade. 

Anderson  Scott  and  Henry  Young. 

Carter  Braxton. 

Benjamin  Temple. 


Robert  Barret 
John  Bochanan. 
Jamea  Madison. 


William  Skyring. 


-;!,?-■♦«*■ 


'* 


:^.fi. 


Chnst  Chiuchy 
TtUtff 


H 


Chiiit  Cimich, 
8t  JaiiiM» 
Ui 


{sfSlk, 


P.  QmngB, 
P.WiDittii, 

XUBOBMIOOf 


flJpOUljWllllly 


Wtrwiek, 

W—tmoralaiid, 

WiUiainjriiug^ 


(Bltsbuid, 
{StPMert 
cEUnbeth, 
f  PoitmKWith^ 

I  St.  Stepheo, 

Hnnnn, 

St.  Tbonu, 

Condeii, 

SoodMOiy 
5  Ihftm't  Bnadoii, 

Ciettingcii, 

FamhuDt 

St  Luke, 
(  St.  Oeoige, 
( Berkeler, 
(  Orer  Whuton, 
C  Bnmtwiek, 

Soathwtrk, 

Warwick, 

WuhingtOD, 

Bnitoiii 
5  York  HjuapUm, 
ICbvlet, 


LtwiiBonraD. 

WOUs  RkklickaadBktei4  Bi4«. 

SokwiOD  Shaphmid.  Aitinr 

BurwaU  Bwutt  Ftkm  Dm 

WaUam  Hartwifl  Mmoh. 

Jamas  Taykir  aad  Qaom^  Kallf. 

John  Hadaon. 


Hndaoa  IImm. 

Thomaa  Baibour. 
Akfahaai  Shaltan. 
Tinoeiit  Mailiiaa. 
Natha&id  HaniaoQ. 
Robazt  BoUiof  . 


JblmLikad. 
ThoaasDiafiiL    « 
flnratlS.  M*Oka^K' 


JafaiH. 
Baajaak  Blifiov*. 


JeoaoEwfllL^ 
WiUiam  Paaehaj. 

JoaophBro^ 

Boferiey  Winalowaiid  J.  Dawaoo. 

Chariea  Carter. 

William  FKiha^ 

Carter  B.  HarriioiL 

RiebaidCaij. 

John  Blair. 
Nathaniel  NalaoB. 
Robert  Shield. 


IwObert  BnnaBa 
Thomaa  Tholalaik 
H.  John  Biiiaaai. 
William  Bland.  ' 
Fraacia  ¥^1mb. 
John  Bncfcan. 
Robert  Aiidiema 
Joaeph  Diywyfc 


A  svmoinfT  number  of  clergymen  and  laj 
deputies  to  form  a  Convention  agreeable  to  the 
act  of  Assembly  for  incorporating  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  hiving  met, 

The  Rev.  James  Msdison,  D.  D.,  was  nnani- 
monsly  elected  President  of  the  Convention. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Andrews,  A.  M.,  was  nnan- 
imoaaly  impointod  Secretary  of  the  Convention. 

Ordereo,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  to  the  Convention  the  cer- 
tificato  of  appomtment  of  the  sitting  members. 
And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Lee, 
Mr.  Wilson  M.  Cary,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Page, 
of  Gloucester,  Rey.  Mr.  Griffith,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Shield. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  observe 
the  standingrules  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

Oiderad,  xhat  two  door-keepers  be  appointed. 

The  act  of  Assembly  for  incorporating  the 
Proteatant  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  paper  con- 
taining  the  proceeding  of  a  Convention  of  Cler- 
gymen and  Lay  Deputies  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church,  held  at  New- York,  on  the  6th 
and  7th  of  October,  1784,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  act  and  paper  lie  te 
the  table. 

Resolvad,  That  thia  Convention  will  to-moi- 
Tow  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Convention  to  take  into  consideration  the  atato 
of  the  Proteatant  Epiacopal  Chnreh  in  thiacom- 
moDwealth. 

Raaohrad*  That  thft  aeerataiy  be  anthogniad 
to       ■ 


Resolved,  That  this  ConventioD  will  tUrnk' 
divine  service  to-morrow  mominff,  at  9  o'dodhj 
at  the  church  in  this  city :  And  that  divins  s»< 
vice  shall  afterward  be  peHbnned  ev«iy  mmaiif 
in  the  capitol  when  the  preaident  takaa  the  chiki  < 

The  Convention  adjourned   till 
morning,  10  o'clock. 

TeuasDAT,  Mir  10,  1786. 

The  Convention  haviqg  met  accordinf  to  ai* 
joumment, 

Ordered,  That  th^  thanks  of  the 
be  fftven  to  the  Rev.  John  Bracken  far  the  i» ' 
celUnt  sermon  preached  by  him  tUa  mwain  . 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  mim  af 
the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  coomiittet  oC  Af  i 
whole  Convention  to  take  into  conaideraiiM  * 
state  of  the  Protestant  Kpiscopal  Choidi  m.  fM$  { 
commonwealth. 

Mr.  Braxton  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Braxton,  from  the  eoomittee  of  the  * 
Convention  to  take  into  oonsideration  the 
of  the  Protestant  Epiacopal  Church  indM 
monwealth,  reported.  That  the  committsa  ha/k 
according  to  order,  tiken  &e  aame  into  caiaA* 
oration,  and  coma  to  the  following  nsahliai 
thoeupon,  which  waa  read  anAagroed  to  loi^ ' 
kiweth: — 

Reaolved,  That  it  ia  the  opinion  of  this 
mittee  that  an  addraaa  be  preparsd  lo  tht 
bars  of  the  Proteatant  Epiaeopal  Ghudi  of 
ginia,  representing  the  eondttaoo  of  ihot 
aid  «diortiii(  thm  to  uiM  k  IH 


CONTENTION  OF  1788i 


Ordtrtd,  Tliat  a  eommittM  of  ei^t  muxAmn 
be  appointed  to  prepve  the  addrets:  And  a 
eommittee  was  aroointed  of  Mr.  Page,  of  Glou- 
cester, Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Walk- 
er, Rot.  Mr.  Griffith,  Rer.  Mr.  Burgess,  Rer. 
Mr.  Bracken,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews. 

The  Convention  anin  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Convention  on  the  state 
of  the  Church,  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Braxton  reported  that  the  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  taken  the  state  of  the  Church 
imder  consideration,  and  had  come  to  several  res- 
olutions thereupoD,  which  were  read  and  agreed 
toby  the  Convention,  as  foUoweth  : — 

Kesolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee that  deputies  be  appointed  to  represent 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cnurch  of  Virginia,  in 
the  General  Convention  to  be  holden  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  on  the  Tuesday  before  the  feast 
of  St.  Michael  neit. 

Resolveil,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee that  the  deputation  to  the  General  Con- 
vention consist  of  two  clergymen  and  two  lay- 
men ;  any  two  of  whom  shall  be  considered  as 
a  representation. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee that  instructions  be  prepared  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  said  deputies. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee that  the  said  instructions  be  so  framed  as 
to  leave  the  Convention  of  this  state  at  liberty 
to  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  General  Convention. 

Mr.  Braxton  informed  the  Convention  that 
the  conunittee  of  the  whole  Convention  on  the 
state  of  the  Church  had  not  cone  through  the  bu- 
■nees  to  them  referred  ;  ana  moved  that  the  said 
eommittee  have  leave  to  sit  again,  whereon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  will  again,  to- 
morrow, resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whirfe  Convention  on  the  stste  of  the  Church. 

Ordered,  That  the  conmiittee  appointed  to 
piepare  the  address  to  the  members  of  the  Prot- 
eataot  Episcopal  Church  in  this  commonwealth, 
also  prepare  the  instructions  for  the  conduct  of 
Ae  deputies  to  the  General  Convention;  and 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  M*Croskey  and  Mr.  Lee  be 
added  to  the  committee. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
piepare  a  plan  for  the  support  of  the  deputies  to 
the  General  Convention  :  And  a  committee  was 
appointed  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith, 
itr.  Walker,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Davis. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  will  on  Sat- 
urday next  proceed  by  ballot  to  the  choice  of 
deputies  to  attend  the  General  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prapaie  and  report  fit  rules  for  the  order,  gov- 
ermnent,  and  discipline  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  in  this  commonwealth.  And  a 
committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  N.  Harrison, 
Rer.  T.  Davis,  Rev.  Mr.  Shield,  Rev.  Mr.  Sky- 
ring,  Rev.  Mr.  Davenport,  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron, 
Rev.  Mr.  GrifHth,  Rev.  Mr.  M'Croakey,  Rev. 
Mr.  Bmgets,  Mr.  Page,  Mr.  W.  M.  Cary,  Mr. 
Taylor,  Mx.  Lee,  Mr.  Gilchrist,  Mr.  Nelacm,  and 
MLFteebey. 


The  Ckmrentioa  adjoomed  till  to-momur 
morning,  11  oVlock. 

Fbidat,  Mat  SO,  1785. 

Mr.  Page,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  instructions  for  the  deputies  to  the  Geo- 
eral  Convention,  presented  a  draught  of  such  in- 
structions, which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  a  conmiittee  of  the  whole  Conven- 
tion  to-moiTow. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  support  of  the  deputies 
to  the  General  Convention,  reported,  That  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  had  come  to  some  res- 
olutions thereupon,  which  were  read  and  agreed 
to,  as  foUoweth  :^ 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  yonr  com- 
mittee that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several 
vestries  of  this  commonwealth  to  procure  by  sab- 
scription,  from  the  members  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  within  their  respective  par* 
iahes,  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  for  the  porpooe 
of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  deputies  of  the 
said  church  to  the  General  Convention,  to  he 
holden  at  Philadelphia  on  the  Tuesday  before 
the  feast  of  St.  Michael  next,  and  to  forward 
the  same  to  the  Rev.  John  Buchanan,  of  the 
city  of  Richmond,  on  or  before  the  twentieth 
day  of  August  next. 

Resolv^,  That  the  said  Rev.  John  Buchanan 
be  requested  to  receive  the  moneys  raised  bf 
the  aforesaid  subscription ;  and  to  pay  the  same 
in  equal  proportions  to  such  of  the  said  deputiea 
as  shall  undertake  the  business,  or  to  their  or- 
der, as  far  as  the  sum  of  forty  pounds  each,  and 
to  retain  the  balance  in  his  hands,  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  representatives  of  the  ser- 
eral  parishes  in  this  Convention  will  exert  them- 
selves for  the  payment  of  the  sum  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  Governor, 
the  members  of  the  Council,  and  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Courts,  be  admitted  to  seats  witlun 
the  bar. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Davis,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  fit  rules  for  the  or- 
der, government,  and  discipline  of  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia,  informed  the 
Convention  that  the  said  committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  framed  several  rulea  for  the 
attainment  of  those  ends  ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Convention  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  procure  a  copy  of 
the  Canons  of  the  Church  of  England  for  the 
use  of  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
holden  at  New- York  on  the  6th  and  7th  daya 
of  October,  1784,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  draw  up  the  instructions  for  the 
deputies  to  the  General  Convention ;  and  that 
Mr.  A.  Cary  and  Rev.  Mr.  Leigh  be  added  to 
the  said  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  that  the 
Convention  resohre  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  ConTeation  on  the  state  of  the  Prot« 
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EpHooptti  CAuvh  n  ibii  coBflBOowMuh 
te  pot  off  antil  to-monow. 

Th»  ConfentioQ  idjomiied  till  to-momm,  10 
o'doek. 

Satvedat,  Mat  SI,  1786. 

Mr.  Lm,  firom  the  committee  appointed  to 
OTimtne  uid  report  the  certificates  of  appoint- 
■int  of  the  sitting  membera,  reported,  Tnatthe 
nid  committee  had,  according  to  order,  exam- 
iood  the  aaae,  and  had  come  to  eome  reaola- 
tiona  themmon,  which  were  read. 

Oiderad,Thit  the  said  resolations  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  order  of 
ttm  daj,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Convention  on  the  draught  of  the  inatmc- 
tioBs  for  the  depntiee  to  the  General  Conven- 
tion; and  after  some  time  wpmi  therein,  Mr. 
Pkesident  resomed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton, 
fiom  the  aaid  committee,  reported.  That  the 
oonmittee  had  gone  thxoogh  the  business  to  them 
Mkmdt  and  bad  made  several  amendments, 
whieh  he  was  ready  to  lepoit  when  the  Con- 
vention ahoold  be  pleased  to  raceivs  them. 

Besolved,  That  the  Convention  will  on  Mon- 
dnriMst  receive  the  said  report. 

Tile  Convention,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  d^,  reeolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Convention  on  the  roles  for  the  order, 
■oveimnent,  and  disciniine  of  the  Protestant 
^iseopal  (^nrch  in  Virginia,  and  after  some 
tiniB  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  reported,  That  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  taken  under  con- 
sideration the  business  to  them  referred,  and 
had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having 
had  time  to  go  through  the  same,  he  moved  that 
the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  will  on  Mon- 
day next  again  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  Convention  on  the  rules  for  the 
order,  government,  and  discipline  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia. 

Reaolved,  That  the  several  orders  of  the  day 
be  put  off  until  Monday  next. 

The  Convention  adjourned  till  Monday  next, 
10  oVlock. 

Monday,  Mat  23,  1785. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  to  which 
the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  holden  at 
New- York  were  referred,  reported,  That  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  had  come  to  some 
resolutions  thereon,  which  were  read  and  agreed 
to  as  followeth  : — 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  are  willing 
to  unite  in  a  general  ecclesiastical  constitution 
with  the  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  other  states  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  accede  to 
the  following  recommendations  of  the  late  Con- 
srention  at  New- York*  as  fundamental  principles 
in  the  said  ecclesiasticsl  constitution  : — 

1.  That  there  shall  be  a  Generel  Convention 
«f  the  Proteatant  Epiacopal  Chntch  in  America. 

2.  ThU  the  S^piscopal  Cfauch  in  Mwh  stnU 


ofdagraDdln^. 
9m  'ntA  iMoeH 


4w  That  inevenr 
bidiop  eottsoemtod  and  settled,  hi 
sidered  as  a  member  of  thn  said 


Reeolved,  That  thia  ConvwitiM 
themeelvee  on  the  anbieet  of  thnfinrtli 
until  the  same  ahaU  be  rovind  ai  thn 
oral  Convention  at  FhiladalpBia,  md 
the  next  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convoition 
cede  to  the  sixth  aitide,  reeommandedasai 
damental  principle  of  the  Baidocdaaiaatiorii 
atitntion. 

Reeolved,  That  dib  ConvaBlmi  will 
accede  to  the  mode  of  vocim;  leeonniended 
the  aixth  artide,  with  raipeet  to  the  < 
to  be  holden  at  Philadelphia,  reaerving  a 
to  approve  or  diaapptova  their  proeeedinga. 

The  Convention,  aceoidhig  to  the  Older  of  w 
day,  proceeded  to  consider  the  nmendaMH^ 
made  to  the  inatmetiona  for  the  conduct  of  Ihi' 
deputies  appointed  to  attend  the  Gensnl  Ofli-!] 
vention  at  Philadelphia,  and,  _ 

other  amendmenta,  agreed  to  the  inatiucliBi^  m^ 
followeth : — 

Qentlemen,— Daring  joor 
die  Pkotestsnt  Episcopal  Chmdiin the 
ConvenUon,  we  recommend  to  yoor 
the  following  aenttmenta  eoneemiiif 
and  worship.  We  refer  yon,  at  the  eai 
for  these  and  other  objects  of  voor  miasion,  ts 
our  resolutions  on  the  proceedmgs  of  the  lata 
Convention  at  New- York. 

Uniformity  in  doctrine  and  worship  will  m- 
questionably  contribute  to  the  proeperity  of  tiw* 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church.    But  we  eemsedy 
wish  that  this  maybe  iiursued  with  liberali^ 
and  moderation.     The  oostaclea  which  atand  af 
the  way  of  union  among  Chriatian  aocietiee  an 
too  often  founded  on  matters  of  mere  femf* 
They  are  surmountable  therefon  by  thoee  who^" 
breathing  the  spirit  of  Christtanity, 
labour  in  this  pious  work. 

From  the  Holy  Scriptures  themeelvee,  . 
than  the  comments  of  men,  must  we  Isam  ihr 
terms  of  salvation.  Creeda,  therefore,  ongbt  tt 
be  simple :  And  we  are  not  anxioua  to  ratMT 
any  other  than  that  which  ia  commonly  eAd 
the  Apostles'  Creed. 

Should  a  change  in  the  litorgy  be  piopoaiii 
let  it  be  made  with  caution  :  And  in  that  ease 
let  the  alterations  be  few,  and  the  style  of  prajMT 
continue  as  agreeable  as  maybe  to  the 
characteristics  of  our  persuasion. 

We  will  not  now  decide  what  ceremonies  < 
to  be  retained.  We  wish,  however,  that 
which  exist  may  be  estimated  aeconling  to 
utility  ;  and  that  auch  aa  may  appear  fit  10  ht 
laid  aside,  may  no  longer  be  appendagea  of  oor 
church. 

We  need  only  add,  that  we  ahaU  expeet  a  Mh 
port  of  ]rour  proceedrngs  to  be  mado  to  fbam 
whom  we  shall  vest  with  authority  to  riall  a  Co»* 

vention. 


CONVENTION  OF  1789. 


Done  in  Convention  this  S2d  daj  of  May,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1785. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  it  be  rec- 
ommended to  tlie  several  vestries  to  ascertain, 
by  the  best  means  in  their  power,  the  number 
M  the  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  within  their  respective  parishes,  and  re- 
port the  same  to  ihc  next  Convention. 

llie  Convention,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
^y,  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  appointment  of 
dopaties  to  attend  the  General  Convention,  to 
be  holden  in  Philadelphia  in  September  next ; 
and  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Randolph,  Rev.  Mr. 
Bargeas,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Shield,  wer^  appointed 
a  committee  to  examine  the  ballots,  wlio,  hav- 
ing withdrawn  and  examined  the  same,  rt^ported. 
That  they  had  found  the  numbers  for  the  sev- 
eral persons  balloK^d  for  to  be  as  foUowcth  : — 

For  Rev.  IJavid  Griffith,  71  ;  John  Page, 
Esq.,  67 ;  William  Lee,  Esq.,  43  ;  Rev.  Sam- 
•el  S.  M'Cruskey,  38  ;  Rev.  Robert  Andrews, 
85 ;  Carter  Braxton,  Esq.,  33 ;  Rev.  John 
Bracken,  2;  Rev.  John  Burgess,  2;  Bryan 
Fairfax,  Esq.,  1  ;  Dr.  James  Taylor,  1. 

And  it  appearing  from  the  report  that  the 
majority  of  the  whole  Convention  were  in  fa- 
vour of  Mr.  Grifliih,  Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Lee,  and 
Mr.  M'Croskey, 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Rev.  David  Grif- 
fith, John  Page,  Esq.,  Wiiiiam  Lee,  Esq.,  and 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Smith  M'Croskey,  be  anpointrHi 
deputies  to  llie  General  Convention  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church,  to  be  holden  at  Phil- 
adelphia on  tlie  Tuesday  before  the  feast  of  St. 
Michael  next. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  order  of 
fbe  day,  resolved  itHelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Convention  on  thr  ruieu  for  the  order, 
government,  and  discipline  of  the  PT0te.<(tant 
episcopal  Church  ;  and  aftrr  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Harrison  reported.  That  the  said  commit- 
tee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  con- 
Mderation  the  business  to  them  referred,  and 
bad  made  some  pro^rress  in  the  same,  but  that 
not  having  had  time  tu  ^ro  tlirough  it,  he  was  di- 
rected to  move  that  the  said  committee  have 
leave  to  sit  a;jain. 

Resolved,  'I'hat  the  said  committee  sit  again 
to-morrow. 

A  letter  from  his  excellency  the  Governor,  di- 
rected to  the  President  of  the  Convention,  and 
enclosing  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Count  de 
Roaencrone,  respecting  the  means  of  procuring 
ordination  of  American  clergymen  in  Denmark, 
was.  together  with  the  said  extract,  read  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  a  committee  :  And  a 
committee  was  a|>pointed  of  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr. 
Page,  Rev.  Mr.  Davis,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Shield. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
Convention  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  Convention  on  the  state  of  the  church 
be  put  off  until  to-morrow. 

The  Convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
jnomiog,  9  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  Mat  24,  1785. 

Mr.  Page,  from  the  committee  ^ipointed  to 


prepare  an  addresa  to  the  members  of  the  Prot 
estant  Episcopal  Church,  reported,  That  th< 
said  committee  had  prepared  such  an  address 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  followeth  :— 

7^  Addrett  of  the  Convention  to  the  Memben 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Vir 
ginia. 

For  more  tlian  eight  years  our  church  had 
languished  under  neglect.  We  will  not,  how 
ever,  believe  that  her  friends  have  revolted,  anr 
therefore  trust  that  a  knowledge  of  her  present 
condition  will  rekindle  their  former  affections. 

Reli<jion  does  not  invite  by  inducements  froR 
eternal  interest  alone ;  society  feels  her  benig- 
nity in  rpinedying  the  defects  of  laws.  Secrel 
injuries  to  social  rights  escape  the  censures  of 
government.  Prom  the  constitution  of  human 
aifairs,  human  wisdom  caimot  be  certain,  thai 
an  antidote  applied  to  one  evil  will  not  produci 
another ;  and  many  are  the  duties  of  imperfect 
obligation,  which  no  legislative  provision  can 
enforce.  Nor  can  society  at  all  times  furnish 
incitements  to  virtuous  conduct  by  rewards ;  and 
even  if  this  were  practicable,  the  most  enlight- 
ened tribunal  on  earth  could  not  be  assured  of 
the  purity  of  the  motive  which  gave  birth  to  the 
action  rewarded.  Religion,  on  the  contrary,  fixei 
the  eye  of  conitcience  uu  deeds  however  remote 
from  public  view  ;  arrests  the  hand  of  vice  by 
holding  forth  the  responsibility  of  man  to  hii 
Creator;  rescues  benevolence  from  the  vortex 
of  self-love  ;  administers  self-complacency,  that 
highest  prize  of  merit ;  and  withholds  it  in  spits 
of  partiality  when  it  \s  not  due. 

From  the  earhostday,  and  in  every  clime,  has 
the  efficacy  of  religion  been  acki},owledged.  Un- 
der various  forms  have  her  benefits  been  soli- 
cited, and  we  have  enlisted  ourselves  under  tho 
banners  of  the  Prutcstant  Episcopal  Church, 
Let  us  not  tlien  desert  this  object  of  our  choice, 
but,  conscious  of  her  scriptural  authority,  devote 
ourselves  to  her  relief. 

Of  what  is  the  church  now  possessed  !  Noth- 
ing but  the  glebes  and  your  affections.  Since 
the  year  1776,  she  hath  been  even  without  reg- 
ular government,  and  her  ministers  have  re- 
ceived but  little  compensation  for  their  services. 
Their  numbers  are  diminished  by  death  and 
other  causes,  and  we  have  as  yet  no  resource 
within  ourselves  for  a  succession  of  ministers. 
Churches  stand  in  need  of  repair,  and  there  is 
no  fund  equal  to  the  smallest  want. 

By  the  favour  of  Providence,  indeed,  the  Prot* 
estant  Episcopal  Church  is  incorporated  by  law, 
and  under  this  sanction  are  we  now  assembled. 
We  have  accepted  the  invitation  of  a  Conven- 
tion, lately  holden  at  New- York,  to  send  depa* 
ties  to  another  to  be  holden  at  Philadelphia  in 
the  fall.  Wc  shall  not  enter  into  a  revision  of 
doctrine  and  worship,  until  their  return  and  re^ 
port  of  the  sentiments  of  those  of  our  commu- 
nion with  whom  they  may  be  associated.  We 
have,  however,  organized  the  govemment  of  the 
church. 

But  whither  must  our  labours  tend  without 
your  assistance  t  To  contempt  they  cannot ; 
for  we  have  the  conscioosness  of  aiming  at  ouy 


An  A*  dOGtriDM  of  om  draich 
An  at ujfanar period!  Hnajoaambncad 
t^  wiiiindiiii  of  that  chnnb,  to  abuidoii  it  m 
tttboarsfdtfflesl^l  Cobudou  mlican()iiina 


Bat  d»  DM  balieve  that  bf  thn>  ahoitiBg  ;«i 
li  wml  br  oar  churdi,  wa  maao  to  pninriu  aa 
'  n  to  otfaat  Chriauin  aodctin.     It  u  *aiB 


Mil  taai  out  btethnn  for  mainMinJiii  difiannt 
taBMa.  It  11  our  datj  to  be  read;  to  unite  upoo 
■innlha  coDiiatent  with  the  goipel,  tod  bniig 
M  Obiatian  Chnreh  to  oni^,  M  naaily  aa  con- 
Mia«M  wfllpennit. 

Wa  IbanMce  entreat  ym  in  the  moet  aelemn 
r,  we  MDJDie  jron  br  all  ihe  tiei  of  reli- 

'-- 'CDtlT  in  the  eauae  oT  our 

I  ineee  oar  earoeit  etfbtta  be 
n  alwa^  with  truth  call  the 

. . la  to  witDaae,  that  the  downfall 

•f  the  Prateetant  EpiKOpal  Chnnb  ia  not  lo  be 
MBod  umh^  e«r  oflhncea,  and  to  tbia  admoni- 
lioa  ihaU  WBnrer  appeal. 

Oidated,  That  copica  of  the  addteai  be 

iinmediatelT  pnoted. 

RaeolTed,  ThatitberecomnieDdedto  tbaaef- 
eral  Tuetriei  to  take  the  mosl  eSectoal  meaiurei 
far  procnring  bj  Toluntaij  aabscriptiont  a  com- 
petent (appoTt  for  the  incnmbenta  of  their  le- 


ii  endeiToutB  lo  the  next  CoDTentian. 

Tb«  pmcaedmgi  of  a  THtrj  holden  for  North 
Fantaam  pa?iih,  April  9,  17BG,  ware  laid  befoie 
(be  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  ther  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Rot.  T.  DaT»,  from  the  commillee  to 
whom  ware  refennd  the  letter  from  hit  excel- 
lencj  the  GoTernor,  and  the  eitioct  of  a  letter 
from  the  Count  de  Koieucrane,  leported.  lliat 
the  Hid  committee  had,  accotding  lo  order,  had 
tinder  coniideration  the  pipen  to  thsm  refeired, 
and  had  come  la  some  lenluuani  thereon, 
which  were  read  and  agreed  to,  aa  roUowelh  : — 

RaeoWed,  That  the  SialAa  of  thit  CoDTenlion 
are  due  lo  hia  excellency  tbt  Ooiemor  for  thit 
mark  of  hit  attention  to  their  inlereitt,  and  thai 
the  Pretident  of  the  Convention  beteqasaied  to 
write  a  tttter  eipiettiTe  oT  their  Ihaofi,  and  to 
Mere  him  thai  Ihev  have  tf^^pper  tenia  of  the 
indnigence  puitad  bj  hia  Daiudi  majeity  to  the 
EpKopelimi  of  the**  Uni^  Stalea. 

RaaolTed,  Tliat  th<  depati**  be  uutnclBd  to 

*--  Qenonl  Ooaventibn  at  Phit- 

la.«f  flK^CIonnt  da  RoMii- 


Tte  OMMliun.  according  to  the  0i4*t  rf    I 
be  d»;,t«wtTa4  itwlf  into  a  cominltloeor  ' 
cte  Catmuita  on  the  loU*   lor  the  01 


thwMi^  Hr.  FrMidmit  latniail  the  l. 

M.  n — ; [TTInil.  Tiai  Hm  fid  n 

^-^  f«Niiidiif  l«  ontar,  ladlhaH" 


id  lead 

Reaolied,  IV1  the  commiUee  oT  the  w 
^JonventiMi  eo  tit-  <lale  of  the  church  b 

On  a  notion  mnJe, 

RsiolTwt,  Thti  11  ii  the  opinion  of  thii  C»  ■ 
ventioo  that  the  Caiioni  of  the  Church  of  f%] 
land  have  no  oUganon  on  the  Pioli-dUnI  Ep»«9 
conj  ChoTchwilbm  this  nHnmonwealih.       4M 

Reaolved,  Uni  until  Ihe  bnhiT  ordet  of  *P fl 
Convantioa,  the  liiurgj  of  the  Cliiiich  of  Eif-U 
land  bentedin  Ihrsfveral  charchen  ihrooghMI  ■ 


.  wilh  Bl 

American  Reralulion  hu  rendered  necMwry. 

The  ConveAion    adjourned    till 
mnraing,  ID  o'clock. 


:ipiE*a( 


«*T  36,  IT85. 

r,  goiemiDBnt.  and  diM 

.     _    ^-EpiacopalChiitebilM^' 

ing  been  bidj  tranKribcd,  were  read,  ■  '  -'^- 
UankafiUed^):  A»d  then  it  wat  i«eol**>l 
imoutlj  tint  die  said  rolea  do  put,  aa  I 
eth:— 

RitUt  for  At  Order,  Gmcmment,  cad  £hb- 
sftiM  d/  At  Proletlant  Epinoptl  Ctarct  N 

■  1.  Conventloe.^  »1inl1  be  holden  anmull]' <• 
the  fourth  Wed'i.'^i!riv  m  Maj,  in  ihe  citf  d 
Richmond:  PrO'. nii-if  npverthelesa.  That  if  1 
-  ■     ■  nbera  to  fonn  ■  Cu- 


aihall  n 


1  then  aatembled  ahall  harg  power  W 


fourU 


S.  A  pataon  thall  preaide 
the  title  of  preiideDl,  who  abelt  all 
hiahop,  when  there 
and  aettled  in  thk  church, 
idenl  eball  be  afpoiuled  bjp  the  Contentioa 
of  their  own  body.  If  more  than  one  Utbopi) 
fonod  necetaat;  in  tbia  church,  tbey  doll  p** 
aide  alletnateljr. 

3.  A  teerewr)  ihall  be  ^ipoinled  by  the  Oar 


rho  abelt  almyi  ift 
«  property  eaMaH- 
L,ldl  which  timaa^ 


dby  li 


h  of  office,  keep  aMB- 
and  proceedinga,  aM  bM 
ulody  BO  kmg  aa  be  abd 


ure,  who  ahall  tale 
Old  of  their  ntolri 
the  recorda  in  lag 
continue  in  office. 

4.  Standing  rtlea  ihall  be  ealabljahed 
preiervatioo  of  decorum,  and  the  orderty  ■*» 
agement  of  buaiccu. 

B,  All  qoeationa,  whether  they  relate  10 
order,  govennnenl,  diacipline,  doctrine,  or  wth 
ahip  of  thia  church,  or   10  any    other    mal 
which  b  pitHierly  before  the  Conventioo,  a! 
be  datorraned  by  a  majority  of  vote*. 


CONVENTION  OF  ITBft. 


6.  At  dl  fatare  ConTontiont,  each  member 

Shether  minister  or  layman)  shall,  previous  to 
\  admission,  produce  a  testimonial  of  his  being 
nqjularly  appointed,  which  testimonial  sliall  be 
ijgiwd  by  one  or  both  of  the  church-wardens  or 
hf  the  clerk  of  the  respective  vestries. 

7.  All  the  ordinances  and  other  proceedinga 
of  the  Convention  shall  be  attested  by  the  sec- 
ntary. 

8.  The  clergy  of  several  neighbouring  par- 
khea,  not  lesa  than  three  nor  more  than  ten,  shall 
aeaemble  in  presbytery  annually  on  the  second 
Wednesday  m  April,  at  some  convenient  place 
in  the  district,  to  be  appointed  by  a  majority  of 
the  ministers  in  the  same  district :  One  in  each 
diatrict  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Convention  to 
preside  in  their  meetings  with  the  title  of  vis- 
iter, who  shall  annually  visit  each  parish  in  his 
diatrict — shall  attend  to  and  inspect  the  morals 

conduct  of  the  clergy — shall  see  that  tlie 
and  rules  of  the  church  are  observed, 
and  that  no  abuses  are  practised — shall  admon- 
irii  and  reprove  privately  those  cler^men  who 
•re  negligent,  or  act  in  an  unbecommg  manner, 
and  ahall  report  yearly  to  the  bishop,  if  there  be 
one,  or,  if  there  be  no  bishop,  to  the  next  Con- 
tention, the  state  of  each  parish  in  his  district, 
aotinffdown  the  offenders  and  their  offences. 

9.  The  clergy  who  shall  minister  in  this 
chnrch  shall  be  the  three  orders  of  bishops, 
priests,  and  deacons. 

10.  Every  person  hereafter  to  officiate  in  this 
church  as  a  bishop,  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Convention  ;  and  having  received  episcopal  con- 
■ecration  before  he  enters  on  his  office,  shall 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  commonwealth, 
and  subscribe  to  conform  to  the  doctrine,  disci- 
pline, and  worship  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  Virginia :  And  no  person  shall  be  re- 
ceived into  the  church  as  a  bishop  until  he  shall 
have  completed  the  30th  year  of  his  age. 

11.  As  we  conceive  the  office  of  a  bishop,  ac- 
eoiding  to  the  true  Apostolic  institution,  differs 
is  nothing  from  that  of  other  ministers  of  God*s 
Word,  except  in  the  power  of  ordination  and  con- 
finaation,  and  the  rights  of  superintending  the 
condoct  of  the  clergy,  and  of  precedency  m  ec- 
clesiastical assemblies,  that  office  shall  accord- 
i^i/f  be  so  exercised  in  this  church  :  And  every 
biakiop,  after  his  promotion  to  the  episcopal 
Older,  shall  continue  to  hold  a  parish  and  to  do 
the  duty  of  a  parish  minister,  except  when  he  is 
necessarily  employed  in  the  discharge  of  his 
episcopal  office. 

18.  No  bishop  shall  inflict  any  censure  upon, 
or  exercise  any  power  over  the  clergy  under  his 
inspection,  other  than  he  is  allowed  to  do  by  the 
laws  and  institutions  of  this  church  made  in 
Convention. 

13.  No  priest  or  minister  shall  hereafter  be 
received  into  any  parish  within  this  common- 
wealth unless  he  first  pro<luce  to  the  vestry  suf- 
ficient testimonials  of  his  having  been  regularly 
ordained  a  priest  by  some  Protestant  bishop — 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  common- 
wealth, and  subscribe  to  be  conformable  to  the 
doctrine,  discipline,  and  worship  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church.    Provided,  That  anj 


person  who  hath  been  ordained  by  a  bishop  of 

the  Church  of  Rome  may  also  be  received  as  a 
minister,  who  shall  produce  aatisfactory  testi- 
monials respecting  his  ordination,  morals,  and 
conduct — renouncing  the  errors  of  that  church 
— take  the  oath,  and  subscribe  as  aforesaid. 

14.  No  minister  shall  hereafter  be  received 
into  a  parish  who  does  not  first  produce  to  the 
vestry  satisfactory  testimonials  of  his  morals, 
conduct,  and  conversation,  from  the  person  or 
persons  appointed  by  the  Convention  to  inquire 
into  such  matters  and  grsnt  such  testimonials. 

15.  The  right  of  presentation  or  appointing 
ministers  to  serve  m  the  parishes  shall  continue 
in  the  vestries,  and  each  vestry  shall  choose  its 
own  minister. 

16.  Every  person  to  be  ordained  priest  or 
deacon,  by  any  bishop  of  this  church,  shall 
first  produce  testimonials  of  his  good  morals 
and  orderly  conduct  from  the  clergy,  aasembled 
in  the  district  where  he  for  some  time  last  re- 
sided, and  from  the  vestry  of  the  pariah  where 
he  last  lived  :  Provided  there  be  in  the  district 
a  sufficient  number  of  clergymen  to  finrm  a 
presbytery,  otherwise  a  testimonial  from  the 
inimster  and  vestry  of  his  parish,  or  from  the 
vestry  alone,  if  the  parish  is  vacant,  ahall  be 
deemed  sufficient :  Provided  also,  the  candi- 
date is  not  an  inhabitant  of  some  other  slate, 
and  intended  to  minister  in  some  parish  or  con- 
gregation in  a  neighbouring  state  :  Of  the  suf- 
ficiency of  these  testimonials,  as  well  as  of  the 
literary  and  other  qualifications  of  the  candi- 
datea,  the  bishop  shall  be  the  judge,  and  stiall 
approve  or  reject  at  his  discretion. 

17.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  priest's 
orders  until  he  shall  have  completed  the  twentj- 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  is  assured  of  the 
williugiiesa  uf  some  parish  or  congregation  to 
receive  him  as  their  minister,  to  be  certified 
from  under  the  hands  of  the  church-wardens, 
and  attested  by  the  clerk  of  the  vestry. 

18.  Every  person  approved  of  by  the  bishop, 
whether  for  priest's  or  deacon's  orders,  shall  be 
ordained  sccording  to  the  form  prescribed  in  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer,  ^.,  directed  to  be 
ui>cd  in  this  church,  but  no  person  shall  be 
ordained  priest  until  he  has  served  six  months 
in  the  office  of  deacon. 

19.  Nu  person  shall  be  ordained  a  deacon 
until  he  shall  have  completed  the  twenty-first 
year  of  his  age. 

20.  No  person  having  deacon*s  orders  only 
shall  be  allowed  to  hold  a  parish.  But  a  deacon 
may,  during  a  vacancy,  officiate  in  a  pariah, 
if  chosen  by  the  vestry  to  do  so.  He  shall 
preach  the  gospel  and  baptize.  He  may  assist 
in  administering  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord^s 
supper,  but  not  consecrate  the  elements.  He 
may  solemnize  marriages,  and  shall  attend  to 
the  situation  and  circumstances  of  the  poor 
where  it  may  be  nfttessary. 

21.  A  person  may  be  ordainad  a  deacon 
though  he  shall  hwre  no  assurance  of  being 
called  to  minister  in  a  parish  or  congregation, 
provided  bis  testimonials  and  qualificationo  ara 
aatisfactonr  to  the  biaba|^  ■• 

22.  A  deacon  mij  Bunister  as  a  pxobatioMT 


.    ^ 


Bate  Iha  tfMliw  flf  te  Om- 


tet  ek>Kb^wiidM>  iU  b*  wnnWd,  h  iWl 
k>  teit  datr  M  ■opiriMwd  AM  kwMin(  ud 
Mpung  of  chnrchw  nd  olb«t  biuUins*  ba- 
Im|m  w  iha  Bunb— t*  •••  thai  Ih^ue  imut 
IfmStj  to  a*  diMEtiOM  ^  iIm  Twtrr  mud 
wnwdiiy  to  coDtnet— to  notnin  wd  ebeck 

~ la,  Biaiar  uw  aiMcnoD  m  u 

hailiiii  ill  Miifc  JMttBCW     i 

MM*  fbr  ibe 
g  iod«(d  M- 

, B  ban,  togxhar  with  Iha  BlniitaT, 

tta  can  of  and  anperinUadaDca  over  ths 
ahaicbaa  iod  borjini-cnmiMU.  Chon(v-wir- 
Amm  ■!•  to  ba  cDDaidanid  aa  tba  acting  part  of 
dM  laatij.  irbo  ara  t«  >ea  ibair  orden  and  reao- 
laliaua  caiTwd  inia  eiacniiaa  t  and  thm  are  to 
npoct  Ibe  atau  of  the  pari^  to  tba  biabop  and 


wbaaarar  hiaaemcaa  are  not  aaiiitaeionr  to  tha 
pMfb :  iriwnarar  ba  «ball  neglecl  hia  datj,  ot 
ottwwiM  MNbabaTa  Unwalf. 

It.  SMtOBadBllbaappoinladb^tbaiaatiia*, 
■ad  diaoriaaad  by  (bam  wban  tbaf  tbtnk  prapor. 
It  diill  ba  tbair  dot;  lo  ke^  tba  keja  of  the 
dwrah,  aobardiaata  to  tba  miniatar  oi  chareh- 
ch  in  decent  eider, 
la  booka,  omamanta, 


■ud  other  OBceuiriea. 

H.  Bubopi  ilul]  be  u 
tioo,  who  (hall  be  ■  co 
which  tfaera  ahal 
occaiioni  ■  prei 

qipoint  a  cterk  to  thf 

S7.  All  accoutiana  ■gmiiut  a  biabop,  aa  flvch, 
ahall  come  from  the  veatrie*  j  but  no  accuaa- 
tion  agaioal  a  biabop  ahall  be  leceiied  nnlcaa 

plaiota  agaii 

■och  penona  aa  may  he  appointed 

TCDtlon,  and  a  cop]r  of  lbs  charga  or  cnir^  id 

be  biou^t  agaiaat  hLm  ahall  be  commuiiicated 

to  him  in  writing  at  leaal  two  monlha  berora 

the  trial.     Counael  may  be  emplojiad  on  both 

*"''";    and  none  but  legal  OTidenca  ahall  be 


choaen  bj 
the;  ahall 

biabop,  aa  ai 
Hit  no  ace  I 

join  in  the  complaint.  All  corn- 
it  a  bishop  ahall  he  lodged  with 
aa  may  he  appointed  to  call  a  Con- 


.  tt.  Diaordetlj.  acandaloua,  and  immoral  eon- 
doct,  neglect  of  duty,  ■  diaregaid  to  the  mtea 
and  caoona  of  the  church,  oi  taking  a  bribe  lo 
grant  either  ordination  or  1  recommendation  for 
a  Taeant  pariah,  ahall  be  conaidered  aa  offences 
in  a  biabop,  for  which  ha  mar  be  broaght  to 
m  hia  being  convietad  of  an;  of  thei 


at  tba  discretion  a(  the 


^ 


lad,  or  diamiaaed, 


S9.    CoofU  ahall  be  inalilatad  to  examine 


, ,  three 

» ind  three  T«alt]rmae,  bom  the  neareat 
""'"It  ■4nriwa,  ooa  (roneacb. 
UaWdvaatnaMiUlba 


immmimi.  ly  lot-  The  oIdeM-«l«'gyBj 
atdm  Ail  pieaide  aa  jndce-  On  confM 
af  lb*  ■Ufter,  the  court  shall  lepoit  ^M 
•ai  aWH  Iha  evidence  to  ihe  Conraalioit,  m 
maB  proetui  wiihoat  delay  lo  pronounce  ai 
aaDtanca  aa  k  majortly  of  Ihem  at  " 
ofleneadaaartea  ;  which  shall  be  , 
aanaaaioa,  dr  dianusaion. 

iO-  Na  Taitryman  akall  ait  on 
tiaa    of  a  itainisler   belonging    t 
iriMiaiB  aaeh  ToanymaD  reaidev.     The  « 
oalioa  ab«n  be  heU  in  the  phr^  « 
coaad  Mmtter  offictatea,  and  at  a 
appoiaiad  b^  Ibe naln.    Thaiad8«ad 
pant  aclarit  oecaaiMNllT  Im  aaeh  anak 

ir.  Coaqilaints  ^ainat  a  mi  '  ' 
raoairad  from  tfaeTeatrrof  thapi 
aiiniatat  eOciaisa,  and  fca  B»  ouar  I 
panona  whatever.  Tbar  Aall  ba  aig 
inajority  of  a  leatiy,  wilboal  which 
plaint  sball  b?  roceiied.  ^107  ahall  h 
to  the  biabOfi,  or  to  the  peraon*  who  b 
Teatad  h;  the  Convention  with  aolboritj  Ee'n 
ceive  aoch  csmplainls.  and  to  duect  coui'  ' 
examination.  In  every  complaint  the  01 
or  ofieneea  ahall  br  slated,  and  the  ni 
ahall  be  famished  wiih  a  ropy  of  the  tifft 
broDgfat  agaiisi  him,  and  mlh  Doiice  of  hia  Jlrf 
landed  eiaminatian,  al  least  one  mouth  baft 
thaMOunination.  Vivt  •oce  eTidenee  onl^dl 
be  admitted,  and  that  on  oath ;  and  cant 
may  bo  employed  on  both  (idea. 

8S,  Dieorderk,  Bcaiidaloua.ind  inuaoialtA 
duct;  neglaci  of  duly:  a  dineganj  loltaanl 
and  canona  of  the  church  ;  or  caking  a  bribal 
recommend  either  for  oidination  or  a  pariah,! 


the  court  ahall  be  infotined  in  time.  T 
bithopor  persorih  so  vt^ipd  "iih  sullionly  «li 
cite  the  acciis"0  |n'rEOn  lieforr  Ihe  apjioiol 
court,  which  shull  (unli-ea  the  acctrnd  p«i 
ta  preTenled  fioiti  attending  by  sickness)  p 
ceed  to  examine  the  tealimoiiy  a^inil  the 
fender,  and  take  IhB  depositions  of  Ihe  witnea 
They  ahall  t^.pn  ippon  the  case,  with  the  ta 
mony,  to  the  ConTenlion  at  their  neil  nwati 
who  shall,  if  Ihoj  think  proper,  proceed  ta  ■ 
sentence  againal  Ihe  accused  nersoo  at  B 
discretion ;  Provided,  Tha 
other  than  reproof,  suspvn 
34    Deacons  bchaiing 

duty  they  ha?e  undertake 
aaliafactory  proof,  be  suspended,  or 
the  bishop,  nnlil  the  sense  of  the 
ahall  ba  known.     And  the  salary  aocrai 
ting  the  anapension  of  a  minister  or  i 
who  ia  aftenrard  found  gudly,  shall  go 
Testi^  for  ibe  use  of  the  church. 

SA.  Biabofs  shall  visit  the  different  p 
nadar  Ikait  uspection  once  in  three  jean  0. 


CONTENTION  OF  1785. 


ktat,  of  which  TiitUtion  (he  clergy  or  church- 
vpsrdent  ehall  have  timely  notice.  In  their  vis- 
ilataoM  they  shall  confirm  such  m  choose  to  re- 
cme  confirmation.  They  shall  inspect  the  state 
of  the  parishes,  and  the  conduct  of  the  clergy, 
who  shall  give  them  what  information  they  can 
raq>ecting  such  ecclesiastical  matters  as  they 
may  choose  to  be  informed  of.  They  shall  re- 
ceive complaints  against  ministers  and  deacons, 
and  inquire  into  the  ground  of  them,  and  at  their 
diacretion  shall  admonish  or  suspend  thn  person 
accused:  And,  if  they  think  the  offence  de- 
aerving  a  severer  sentence,  shall  cause  the  ac- 
cuaed  person  to  be  brouaht  to  trial. 

36.  Bishops  shall  hold  ordinations  at  such 
times  and  places  as  they  may  judge  necessary 
and  convenient. 

87.  Bishops,  after  every  visitation,  shall  re- 
port the  state  of  the  church  in  the  different 
parishes  to  the  Convention. 

S8.  No  minister  or  bishop  shall  be  allowed 
to  hold  more  than  one  parish  at  the  same  time. 
Nevertheless  a  minister  may,  if  called  thereto 
by  the  vestry,  preach  in  a  neighbourmg  parish 
or  parishes  during  a  vacancy  in  such  pansh  or 
parishes,  and  may  receive  a  compensation  for  his 
aarvices:  Provided  he  has  the  consent  of  his 
own  vestry,  and  shall  not  neglect  the  duties  of 
hii  parish. 

89.  Every  minister  shall  reside  withm  his 
parish,  unless  a  majority  of  his  vestrv  shall  agree 
to  dispense  with  his  residence  ;  and  shall  at  no 
time  leave  it  for  more  than  one  month  without 
tha  consent  of  the  said  vestry. 

40.  Ministers  shall,  at  their  churches  or  other 
convenient  places,  instruct  children,  and  such 
ignorant  persons  as  may  require  it,  in  their  cate- 
chism, and  the  principles  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion as  maintained  by  this  church.  Provided 
Uiis  duty  may  be  dispensed  with  during  the  in- 
clement winter  months.  They  shall  also  explain 
the  nature  of  confirmation,  and  instruct  and 
prepare  their  parishioners  for  it. 

41.  Ministers  and  deacons  shall  wear  a  sur- 
plice duiing  the  time  of  prayer  at  public  wor- 
ship, in  places  where  they  am  provided  ;  shall 
wear  gowns  when  they  preach,  where  they  con- 
veniently can  ;  and  shall  at  all  times  wear  ap- 
parel suited  to  the  gravity  of  their  profession  ; 
— -auch  as  may  distinguish  them  from  laymen. 

48.  Ministers  and  deacons  may  encourage 
people  to  assemble  toffether  in  small  societies 
at  convenient  times  for  their  edification,  and 
nay  visit,  superintend,  and  instruct  such  so- 
cieties at  their  meetings.  Provided  they  shall 
not  do  it  to  the  encouragement  of  idleness,  or 
to  the  injury  of  private  families. 

48.  Ministers  officiating  in  this  church, 
whether  bishops,  priests,  or  deacons,  shall 
preach  once  at  least  on  every  I>ord*s  day.  and 
at  other  stated  seasons,  unless  prevented  by 
aone  sufficient  cause.  They  may,  at  their  dia- 
ctetioii,  preach  also  at  other  timea  when  oppor- 


tunities shall  oflTer  of  edifying  the  chore! 
Bishops  and  priests  shall  administer  the  sacn 
ment  at  least  four  times  in  the  year  at  eac 
church  or  place  of  worship  in  their  respectiv 
parishes ;  and  shall  visit  the  sick  when  calle 
on  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  a  standing  committee  be  n\ 
pointed,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  com 
spend  with  any  society  or  societies  of  the  Proi 
cstant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  Statei 
on  any  matters  relating  thereto  ;  to  call  a  meel 
ing  of  the  Convention  whensoever  it  shall  seer 
necessary ;  to  receive  complaints  against  th 
clergy,  and  to  direct  courts  of  examination 
pursuant  to  the  rules  for  the  government  of  th 
ciiurch ;  to  make  such  representations  on  behal 
of  the  church  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  ex 
pedient ;  to  give  advice  on  difficulties  propoundei 
to  them  concerning  the  church  during  the  reccs 
of  the  Convention,  and  to  report  their  proceed 
ings  to  every  succeeding  Convention,  to  be  con 
firmed  or  rescinded. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  consis 
of  four  members ;  that  they  continue  in  offic( 
until  the  next  Convention  ;  and  that  vacaocie 
by  death,  resignation,  or  removal  from  th( 
country,  be  supplied  by  the  votes  of  the  remain 
ing  members  :  And  a  standing  committee  wai 
appointed  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Andrews,  the  Rev 
John  Bracken,  Hon.  John  Blair,  and  John  Page 
f>quire. 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  committee  fram( 
rules  for  the  orderly  management  of  business  ii 
future  Conventions,  and  report  them  to  the  nex 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  committee  1m 
instructed  to  consider  of  the  proper  means  o\ 
obtaining  consecration  for  a  bishop  to  officiaU 
in  this  church ;  of  sending  the  person  who  ma] 
be  hereafter  appointed  to  be  consecrated ;  aix 
of  supporting  him  during  his  continuance  ii 
office  ;  and  to  make  their  report  to  the  nex 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  th4 
several  vestries  always  to  keep  in  office  a  depn 
tation  to  the  Convention  of  this  church. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  tc 
revise  and  publish  the  journals  of  the  Conven- 
tions :  And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr 
Blair,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Fairfax,  Rev.  Mr 
Griffith,  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews,  and  Rev.  Mr 
Buchanan. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  U 
revise  and  publish  the  journals  apply  the  mone] 
now  contributed  to  the  payment  of  the  door 
keepers,  publishing  the  proceedings,  and  de 
fraying  other  necessary  expenses  or  this  Con 
vention. 

The  Convention  adjourned. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Convention, 

Jambs  Madison,  President. 

Attest,        RoBBBT  AvDBBWs,  Secretary, 


It 
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Theophilns  Nugent. 


Jm/mml  of  a  Canenium  pf  At  ProtuUni  EpUcofd  Ckmk  tn 

Fuklic  Bmldmgt  in  the  City  rf  Riekmimi,  on  WedtustUy,  tki 

A  List  of  the  Mimist  of  the  Confentioii. 

ClerigyinciL 
C  St.  Oeorse, 
(  Accomack, 
FredehcksTille, 

Lexington, 

St  Andrewe, 
Mftnchetter, 
Ijittleton, 
St.  Asaph, 
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Cooatiea. 

Accomack, 

Albemarie, 

Amherat, 

Branawick, 

Chesterfield, 

Camberland, 


Chairlea  Clay. 


Caroline, 

Chesterfield, 

Culpepper, 

Charles  City, 

Dinwiddle* 

Elizabeih  City, 

Essex, 

Fairfax, 

Gloucester, 
Goochland, 

Hanover, 

Henrico, 
Isle  of  White, 
King  William, 


King  and  Queen, 

Lunenhnrg, 
Louisa, 
Lancaster, 
Middlesex, 

Mecklenburg, 

Nansemond, 

Norfolk, 

Northumberland, 

Orange, 

Prince  William, 

Prince  George, 

Richmond, 

SpotsylTsnia,* 

Stafford, 
Southampton, 
Williamsburg, 
York, 


5  St.  Margarets, 
St.  Mary, 

Dale, 

St.  Mark, 

Wcstover, 

Bath, 

Bath, 

South  Famham, 

Fairfax, 
€  Abindon, 
(  Petsworth, 

St.  James  Northam, 

St.  Paul, 
Henrico, 

St.  Johns, 
St.  David, 

St.  Stephens, 

Cumberland, 
Trinity. 
Christ  Church, 
Christ  Church, 

St.  Jamea, 

Suffolk, 

Portsmouth, 

Wicomico, 

St.  Thomas, 

Dettineen, 
(  Bristol, 
(  Martin's  Brandon, 

Farnbam, 

Berkeley, 

Brunswick, 
St.  Luke, 
Bruton, 
York  Hampton, 


James  Taylor. 
Archibald  Dick. 


John  Dunbar. 
WOliam  Bland. 
David  Griffith. 


John  Bochanan. 
Henry  Skyring. 


es  Craig. 
Samuel  Klug. 


John  Leland. 


John  Cameron. 
Benjamin  Blagrove. 


John  Bracken. 
Samuel  Shield. 


Lay  Depmtiaa. 


A.  Armstead. 

John  Walker. 
(  Hugh  Rose. 
\  Roderic  M'CaDodL 

John  Jones. 

William  Fleming. 

Mayo  Carrington. 

John  Page. 

Robert  Gikhritt 
Archibald  Cary. 
Robert  Slaughter. 

William  Wiihera. 
Wilson  Miles  Cary. 
John  Edmondson. 

John  Page. 
Matt.  Anderson. 

<  Thomas  M  Randohh. 
(  Thomas  UnderwooJL 

I  John  Pendleton. 
\  Park  Goodall. 

Nathaniel  Wilkinson. 

John  S.  Wells. 

Carter  Braxtcm. 
€  Benjamin  Temple. 
\  William  Spiller. 
(  Anderson  Scot. 
(  Thomas  Hill. 

Thomas  Bufoid. 

Charles  Yancy. 

Cyrus  Griffin. 

Ralph  Wormeley. 

Samuel  Goode. 

William  Hepburn. 

William  Eley. 

William  Westcoie. 

Thomas  Gaskins. 
(  William  Moore. 
(  Thomas  Barber. 

Jesse  Ewell. 

Robert  Boiling. 

William  Peachey. 
(  John  Dawson. 

<  Beverley  Winslow. 
William  Fitzhugh. 
Benjamin  Blunt. 
John  Blair. 

Hugh  Nelson. 


i 


The  Convention  met  according  to  appoint- 
ment ;  but  there  not  being  a  sufiKient  number 
of  members  to  proceed  on  business,  they  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow,  10  o*clock. 

TnuasnAT,  Mat  25,  1786. 

The  Convention  having  met  according  to 
adjournment. 

The  Reverend  John  Bracken  waa  onanimona- 
ly  appointod  Secretary  to  die  CoDvmtioii. 


The  Reverend  James  Madison,  D.  D., 
unanimously  elected  President. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  to  the  Convention  the  cer^ 
tificates  of  appomtment  of  the  sitting  members ; 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Shield,  Mr.  Page,  of  Gloucester,  Rev.  Mr. 
Griffith,  and  Mr.  Wilson  M.  Cary. 

Mr.  Blair,  from  the  standing  conunittee,  laid 
before  the  Convention  the  report  of  the  dapn* 
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IMS  to  the  late  Qenenl  Contention  held  tt 
Philadelphia,  with  the  jonrnal  of  the  same,  and 
•leo  a  letter  from  the  archbiihope  and  lundry 
biahopa  of  the  Church  of  England  to  the  cleri- 
eal  and  lay  deputies  of  the  Froteitant  Episco- 
pal Church  in  sundry  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
m  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  report 
of  the  late  delegates  of  this  church  in  General 
Convention  made  to  the  standing  committee, 
and  by  them  laid  before  this  Convention,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  ;  and  that  they  be 
directed  to  collect  into  one  view  the  several 
alterations  made  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
and  report  the  same  to  this  Convention :  And  a 
committee  wss  appointed  of  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Griliith,  Mr.  Page,  of  Gloucester,  Reverend  Mr. 
Shield,  Mr.  Braxton,  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr. 
Walker,  Hon.  Mr.  Fleming,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Clay. 

The  treasurer  laid  before  the  Convention  an 
account  of  all  moneys  received  and  disbursed  by 
him. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  General 
Ecclesiastical  Constitution  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, recommended  by  the  General  Convention 
held  at  Philadelphia,  be  now  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Convention. 

The  Convention,  according  to  order,  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  tno  whole  Conven- 
tion, to  take  into  consideration  the  General 
Ecclesiastical  Constitution  uf  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  America  ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resomed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  taken  the  same 
into  con^ide ration,  and  como.  to  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Ecclesiastical 
Constitution  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  as  prof)osed  by 
the  late  General  Convention  held  at  Philadel- 
phia, be  approved  and  ratified,  except  as  to  the 
4th,  9th,  and  lOih  articles,  which  are  reserved 
for  farther  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  his  excellency  the  Governor, 
the  members  of  the  Council,  and  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Courts,  be  admitted  to  seats  within 
the  l>ar. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  petition  be  pre- 
sented to  the  next  General  Assembly,  praying 
that  the  act  incorporating  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  may  not  be  repealed ;  and  that  it 
be  recommended  to  the  several  parishes  to  pre- 
aent  petitions  of  a  similar  nature. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  the  petition.  And  a  committee  was 
afipointed  of  the  Honourable  John  Blair,  Rever- 
end Mr.  Gritfilh,  Hon.  A.  Gary,  Reverend  Mr. 
Shield,  Mr.  Page,  of  Gloucester,  Mr.  Braxton, 
Rot.  Mr.  Skyhnff,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to 
the  select  committee  to  collect  the  matters  nnfin- 
iihed  by  the  last  Convention,  which  were  refer- 
red to  this  Convention,  and  niake  report  thereof. 


A  report  from  the  standing  commitCco  waa  1 10  o'clock. 


preaented  by  the  Honourable  John  Blair,  and 
read,  as  followeth : — 

The  committee,  to  whom  it  waa  referred  to 
frame  rulea  for  the  orderly  management  of  busi- 
ness in  future  Conventions,  and  report  them  to 
this  Convention,  have  had  that  subject  under 
consideration,  and  after  the  maturest  reflectioii, 
are  of  opinion,  that  they  can  devise  no  set  of 
rules  fitter  to  be  adopted  than  those  which 
regulate  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Dele- 

Sites: — ^That  with  respect  to  another  part  of 
eir  instructions,  which  was  to  consider  of  the 
proper  means  of  obtaining  consecration  for  a 
bishop  to  officiate  in  their  church,  they  thoosht 
it  unnecessary  for  them  to  take  any  step  of  that 
sort,  after  it  came  to  their  knowledge  that  the 
late  General  CouTention  held  at  Pniladelphia 
had  taken  up  that  business  in  behalf  of  thia 
church  in  the  several  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca ;  but  with  respect  to  the  means  of  supporting 
a  bishop  during  nis  continuance  in  office,  they 
are  of  opinion,  it  can  only  be  done  by  a  regular 
sutwcription  throughout  the  several  parishes. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 

FaiOAT,  May  26,  1786. 

The  Convention  having  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be 
given  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Madison  for  his  ser- 
mon preached  this  morning,  and  that  he  be  de- 
sired to  print  the  same. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Griffith,  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  to  take  under  considera- 
tion the  report  of  the  late  delegates  of  thia 
church  in  General  Convention,  made  to  the 
standing  committee,  and  by  them  laid  before 
this  Convention,  and  to  collect  into  one  view 
the  several  alterations  made  in  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer,  reported.  That  they  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  pone  through  the  business  to 
them  referred,  and  that  he  was  ready  to  make 
report  when  the  Convention  should  bo  pleased 
to  receive  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  now  received, 
and  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
vention. 

'Vhfi  Convention,  according  to  order,  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Convention, 
to  take  under  consideration  the  aforesaid  report ; 
and,  after  some  time  sf)ent  therein,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent resumed  tlie  cliair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  re- 
ported. That  the  said  committee  had,  accordii^ 
to  order,  taken  under  consideration  the  busi- 
ness to  them  referred,  and  had  msde  some 
progress  in  the  same  ;  but  that  not  having  had 
time  to  go  through  it,  he  was  directed  to  inoTO 
that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  sit  again 
to-morrow. 

Honourable  Mr.  Blair,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  a  petition  to  the  nezi 
General  Assembly,  preaented  a  draught  of  such 
petition,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Convention 
to-morrow. 
The  CouTention  adjonxned  till  to-moirowi 


ported,  Thmt  the  said  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  gone  through  the  business  to  them  re- 
ferred, and  come  to  some  resolutions  thereon, 
which  were  read,  and  agreed  to,  as  followeth  : 
Resolved,  That  the  different  parishes  which 
have  not  made  a  return  of  the  provision  made 
for  their  clergymen,  be  now  addressed  to  make 
such  returns  to  the  standing  committee  appoint- 
ed by  this  Convention :  And  that  it  be  also  rec- 
ommended to  those  parishes  which  have  not 
paid  in  their  five  pounds,  required  by  the  last 
Convention,  now  to  make  payment. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
lay  off  this  state  into  districts,  and  to  nominate 
a  visiter  in  each,  agreeably  to  the  eighth  canon 
of  this  church  ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
of  the  Hon.  A.  Gary,  Honourable  Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Mayo  Carrinffton,  Mr.  John  S.  Wells,  Rev. 
Mr.  Clay,  Rev.  Mr.  Craig,  Mr.  John  Walker, 
Rev.  Mr.  Shield,  Mr.  Barber,  Rev.  Mr.  Sky- 
ring,  Mr.  Armstead,  Rev.  Mr.  Nugent,  Rev. 
Mr.  Griflfith,  Rev.  Mr.  Leland,  Mr.  Peachey, 
Rev.  Mr.  Klug,  and  Mr.  Jones. 

Resolved,  Inat  a  standing  committee  ou^ht 
to  be  appointed  to  correspond  with  the  English 
bishops,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  directions 
of  this  Convention,  and  that  their  powers  be  de- 
fined. And  a  conmiittee  was  appointed  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Madison,  Hon.  Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Page, 
of  Gloucester,  Rev.  Mr.  Shield,  Rev.  Mr. 
Bracken,  and  Mr.  H.  Nelson. 

Resolved,  That  delegates  be  aj^inted  to  the 
General  Convention  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia 
in  June  next,  and  that  their  powers  be  defined 
by  instructions. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
adjust  the  treasurer's  accounts,  and  the  ac- 
counts of  the  late  delegates  to  the  General 
Convention,  and  make  report  thereof:  And  a 


fined  within  certain  districts  ;  and  thi 
districts  be  laid  off  by  the  conunittee 
to  define  the  powers  of  the  standing  a 

The  Convention,  according  to  the 
the  day,  resolved  itself  into  a  commit 
whole  Convention,  to  take  under  con 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
ral  alterations  in  the  Book  of  Commc 
as  recommended  by  the  late  Genera] 
tion ;  and  after  some  time  spent  thi 
President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mz 
reported.  That  the  said  committee  bai 
ing  to  order,  taken  under  considei 
business  to  them  referred,  and  had  n 
progress  in  the  same  ;  but  that  not  h 
time  to  go  through  it,  he  was  directed 
that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to 

Ordered,  That  the  Convention  will, 
day  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  commit 
whole  Convention,  to  take  under  coo 
the  aforesaid  report. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  the 
the  select  committee,  so  far  as  relaU 
articles  of  religion,  be  referred  to  the  c 
tion  of  a  private  committee,  and  that 
mittee  of  the  whole  Convention  be  d 
from  the  farther  consideration  of  t] 
And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  H 
of  Gloucester,  Hon.  Mr.  Blair,  Rev.  M 
Rev.  Mr.  Griffith,  Rev.  Mr.  Bracken, 
M.  Gary,  Rev.  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Wormfl 
Mr.  Skyring,  Mr.  Griffin,  Mr.  Wall 
Mr.  Buchanan,  Rev.  Mr.  Craig,  Rev. '. 
lor,  Mr.  Rose,  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron, 
Bland,  Hon.  Mr.  Fleming,  Mr.  Edi 
Rev.  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Gilchrist,  ud 
Leland. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the 
the  day,    resolved  itself  into  a  corns 
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Monday,  Mat  89, 1786. 
Tbc  CoiiTenuon  having  met  according  to  ad- 
oununcnt, 

Mr.  Pace,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
ionaider  tnc  report  of  the  aelect  committee,  ao 
ar  aa  iclateii  to  the  articles  of  reli^on,  reported, 
rhat  they  had  gone  through  the  buaineaa  to  them 
tiaredt  and  come  to  several  resolutions  there- 
in, which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
o  a  committee  of  the  whole  Convention. 

The  Convention  having,  according  to  order, 
vaolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whule 
!>>nvention  on  the  report  above  referred — after 
NHne  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
he  chair,  and  ibe  Hon.  Mr.  Diair  reported,  That 
he  aaid  commiltce  had,  according  to  order, 
pone  through  the  business  to  them  referred, 
ind  made  some  amendments  therein,  which 
irere  read,  and,  when  farther  amended,  agreed 
to,  aa  followeth  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  first  article  of  religion  be 
agreed  to. 

In  the  aecond  article,  lines  13th  and  14th, 
rtrike  out  the  words  iroj  never  any^  and  insert, 
iktrt  it  no. 

Resolved.  That  such  part  of  the  second  arti- 
cle as  relates  to  the  books  commonly  called 
Apocryphal,  ought  to  be  expunged. 
Resolved,  Tkwt  the  third  article  be  agreed  to. 
In  the  fourth  article,  after  the  word  creeds  in- 
Wt,  or  coRtaxntd  tn  the  Book  of  Common 
Fnyer  rteommended  by  the  late  General  Con' 
tntfion. 

Resoh'ed,  That  the  fifth  and  sixth  articles  be 
agreed  to. 

Id  the  7th  article,  strike  out  the  words  justi- 
pd.  ly  faitk  only^  m  the  seventh  line,  and  in- 
acit,  tkua  justified  by  faith. 

Resolved,  That  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  arti- 
cles be  a^ccd  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  eleventh  article  on  pre- 
dHtinatton  be  omitted. 

Rcholved,  That  the  12th,  13th,  and  14th  ar- 
lides  be  atrreed  to. 

In  the  1 5th  article,  strike  out  the  first  clause 
aa  unnecessary. 

In  the  16th  article,  strike  out  the  words,  as 
hftn  instrument^  in  the  seventh  hne. 

In  the  17th  article,  strike  out  all  that  relates 
to  tnnsubstantiation. 

Resolved,  That  the  18th,  19th,  and  20th  arti- 
cIm  be  agreed  to. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Convention 
will  to-morrow  procee<l  by  ballot  to  the  appoint- 
Bent  of  deputies  to  the  next  General  Cunven- 
liOB. 

On  t  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  committee 
Ippointed  to  draw  up  instructions  for  the  depu- 
laa  to  the  General  Convention  be  directed, 
antng  other  things,  to  instnict  them  to  move 
fcr  such  alterations  in  th«>  Book  of  Common 
Pkiyer  and  Artic]f>s  of  Religion  as  shall  be 
agreed  to  by  this  Convention,  as  fit  to  be  pro- 
fond  to  the  General  Convention. 

Rcaolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
GoDvention  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
tf  tho  whole  Convention  on  the  report  of  the 
aabet  committee,  be  put  off  until  to-morrow. 


The  ConTention  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
10  o*cIock. 

Tdbsday,  Mat  30,  1786. 

On  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  thanks  o; 
this  Convention  be  given  to  the  late  deputiei 
who  attended  the  General  Convention  held  ai 
Philadelphia,  for  their  diligent  attention  to  the 
interests  of  the  church,  and  faithful  dischtrgf 
of  the  duties  of  their  appointment. 

Mr.  Wormeley,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  draw  up  instructions  for  the  deputies  to  the 
next  General  Convention,  presented  a  draught 
of  such  instructions,  which  were  read,  and,  witL 
some  amendments,  agreed  to  as  followeth  : — 

Gentlemen, — You  are  instructed  to  move  foi 
such  alterationa  in  the  Book  of  Common  Pray^ 
er  and  Articles  of  Religion  as  shall  be  agreed 
to  by  this  Convention  as  fit  to  be  proposed  to 
the  General  Convention. 

We  consider  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
in  America  as  an  incorporate  society,  and  there- 
fore unity  in  doctrine  and  worship  its  character 
istic  :  Conformably  to  this,  you  will  not  carp  el 
expression,  nor  carry  your  objections  to  unet* 
sential  points  ;  guarding  against  schisms  by  all 
possible  means,  and  giving  our  church  every 
benefit  and  strength  it  can  acquire  from  union. 

It  is  superfluous  to  observe  to  you,  that  the 
sooner  our  church  can  have  the  benefit  ol 
episcopal  superintendence,  the  nearer  it  will 
approach  to  perfection;  and  to  recommend  tc 
your  attention  the  aid  of  this  necessary  character 

Mr.  Wormeley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  powers  tc 
be  given  to  the  standing  committee,  reported, 
lliat  they  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  the 
following  resolution  thereon,  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to. 

Kesolvod,  That  the  standing  committee  ap- 
pointid  by  this  Convention  shall  have  powei 
to  corro!<pond  with  the  Protestant  archbishopi 
and  bishops  in  Europe,  and  with  any  societi 
or  60t*iet]ea  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  ChorcE 
in  these  Tnited  States,  on  any  matters  relating 
to  the  church  ; — to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Con* 
vcntion  whensoever  it  shall  to  them  seen 
necessary  ; — to  receive  com|)laints  against  the 
clergy,  and  to  direct  Courts  of  Examinatioi 
pursuant  to  the  rules  for  the  government  of  the 
church  ; — to  grant  testimonials  to  all  persons, 
candidates  for  parishes,  and  not  citizens  of  thii 
state,  who  may  apply  for  the  same  ; — to  make 
such  representations  on  behalf  of  the  church 
as  may  from  time  to  time  be  expedient ; — tc 
give  advice  on  ditficulties  propounded  to  then 
conceminfi^  the  church  during  the  recess  oj 
Convention  ; — and  to  do  all  other  things  rec- 
ommended  by  the  Convention,  and  not  by  them 
assigned  to  others  to  execute  ; — and  to  repori 
their  proceedings  to  e\ery  succeeding  Conven- 
tion. 

The  Honourable  A.  Cary,  from  the  committei 
appointed  to  lay  off  this  state  into  districts,  ic 
conformity  to  the  eighth  canon  for  the  order 

fovernment,  and  discipline  of  the  Protestaol 
:piBcopal  Church,  reported,  That  they  had  gon 
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Uiiwuli  thi Imwiiw  tTT  ttitro  jnhsnd,maAhtA 
come  to  MNBO  retolatioiis  theraon,  which  wore 
nod  ud  ■mod  us  aa  IbUoweth : — 

Raootvoa,  That  the  Sute  of  Vii|piiia  ought 
lo  be  di?id«d  into  twentj-four  distncta,  for  ae- 
■embliiy  the  miniiteTi  annaelly  in  preabyteiy, 
and  for  aeveni  other  pnipoeea,  aa  aet  forth  in 
the  eighth  canon. 

Reaolved,  That  the  twentj-four  diatricta  be 
adjaated  according  to  the  aenatorial  diTiaion, 
except  where  the  line  of  a  diatrict  diTidea  a 
parian;  in  which  caae  the  pariah  ao  divided 
ahall  be  conaidered  as  belonging  to  that  diatrict 
in  which  its  slebe  ia  situate. 

District  No.  1,  containing  the  counties  of 
Cheateriield,  Amelia,  Cumberbndi  and  Powhat- 
an, of  which  district  the  Rer.  Mi.  William 
Lmgh  is  appointed  Viaiter. 

District  No.  %  containing  the  counties  of 
Brunswick,  Greensville,  Lunenburg,  and  Meck- 
lenburg, the  Rev.  Mr.  Craijg,  Visiter 

District  No.  3,  containing  the  counties  of 
Charles  City,  James  City,  New  Kent,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Madison,  Visiter. 

District  No.  4,  containing  the  counties  of 
Henrico,  Goochland,  Louisa,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, Viaiter. 

District  No.  5,  containinff  the  counties  of 
Auffuata,   Rockingham,   Rockbridge,   Shenan- 

District  No  6,  containing  the  counties  of 
Lancaater,  Richmond,  and  Northumberland,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Leiand,  Visiter. 

District  No.  7,  containing  the  counties  of 
Isle  of  Wight,  Surry,  and  Prince  George,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Burgess,  Visiter. 

District  No.  8,  containing  the  counties  of 
Charlotte,  Halifax,  and  Prince  Edward. 

District  No.  9,  containing  the  counties  of 
Gloucester  and  Middlesex,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Klug, 
Visiter. 

District  No.  10,  containing  the  counties  of 
Spotsylvania,  Orange,  and  Culpepper,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Stevenson,  Visiter. 

District  No.  11,  containing  the  counties  of 
Loudoun  and  Fauquier,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Craig, 
Visiter. 

District  No.  12,  containing  the  counties  of 
Frederick,  Berkeley,  Hampshire,  and  Hardy. 

District  No.  13,  containing  the  counties  of 
Dinwiddie,  Southampton,  and  Sussex,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Gurley,  Visiter. 

District  No.  14,  containing  the  counties  of 
Botetourt,  Washington,  Montgomery,  Jefitprson, 
Fayette,  Lincoln,  Nelson,  Greenbrier,  and  such 
other  counties  as  were  made  from  these  the  last 
session  of  Assembly. 

District  No.  15,  containing  the  counties  of 
Hanover  and  Caroline,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dick, 
Visiter. 

District  No.  16,  containing  the  counties  of 
Essex,  King  William,  King  and  Queen,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Skyring,  Visiter. 

District  No.  17,  containing  the  countiea  of 
Prince  William  and  Fairfax,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Gritiith,  Visiter. 

District  No.  18,  containing  the  countiea  of 
Ohio,  MonongahaU,  and  Harmon. 


Diatrict  No.  10|  conlaiiiiBf  dw  eo 
Aeeoonek  and  Northamploii»  fk»  1 
M*Crookoy,  Viaiter. 

Diatrict  No.  90,  containing  die  a 
Princooa  Anne,  Norfolk,  ud  Nanaoi 
Rev.  Mr.  Emnieraoa,  Visiter. 

Diatrict  No.  SI,  containing  the  eo 
Bnckingham,  Albemarle,  AndMsrat,  ani 
nah,  the  Rer.  Mr.  Maury,  Visiter. 

District  No.  8S,  containing  the  eo 
Bedford,  Hemy,  Campbell,  Pittaylvi 
Franklin,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holt,  Viaiter. 

Diatrict  No.  33,  containing  the  eo 
Elizabeth  City,  Warwick,  and  Yoik, 
Mr.  Bracken,  Vinter. 

Diatrict  No.  S4,  containing  the  eo 
Westmoreland,  Stafford,  and  King  Gi 
Rev.  Mr.  Thornton,  Viaiter. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  th 
mittec  be  appointed  to  grant  teatim 
citizens  canoidatea  for  pariahea,  who  n 
within  the  district  of  the  same. 

The  Convention  resolved  itself  inti 
mittee  of  the  whole  Convention,  to  ta 
their  farther  consideration  the  report  c 
lect  committee  on  the  several  alteratii 
in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  recoi 
by  the  late  General  Convention ;  a 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Braxton  reported, ' 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  goo 
the  business  above  referred  to  them, 
come  to  a  resolution  on  the  same,  wl 
read,  and,  after  some  amendmenta,  agn 
followeth  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  of  Commoi 
as  recommended  by  the  late  General 
tion,  be  approved,  ratified,  and  used,  ei 
Rubric  before  the  Communion  Service, 
alterations  of  the  Articles  a:«  arc  rcferr 
consideration  of  the  next  General  Cor 
and  that  the  Psalms  be  used  as  heretc 
til  a  sufficient  number  of  the  new  bool 
procured. 

On  a  motion  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Gary, 
yeas  and  nays  be  taken  on  the  above  n 
they  stood  as  followeth  : — 

John  Walker,  Robert  Slaughter, 
Withers,  John  Edmondson,  John  Pa 
Pendleton,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson,  Car 
ton,  Thomas  Buford,  Rev.  Archiba 
Rev.  William  Bland,  Rev.  D.  Griffi 
John  Buchanan,  Rev.  James  Craig, 
Yancey,  Ralph  Wormeley,  Thomas  & 
se  Ewcll,  Benjamin  Blunt,  Robert 
Rev.  S.  Klug,  Rev.  Samuel  Shie 
John  Cameron,  Rev.  John  Ijeland,  F 
Bracken,  Samuel  Goode,  John  Jonea, 
Pcachey,  Archibald  Gary,  Thomas  Ga 
Armstead,  Anderson  Scot,  voted  in  thi 
tive. 

Rev.  James  Madison,  William  Flemi 
Carrington,  Robert  Gilchrist,  Wilson 
Thomas  Underwood,  Matt.  Anderson, 
Temple,  William  Spiller,  Rev.  Chax 
Rev.  James  Taylor,  Rev.  Heniy  Skyrii 
Griffin,  William  Weatcote,  William  E 
liam  Moore,  John  Dawaon,  Beverley 
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Winiam  Fitihiigh,  Thomas  Hill,  Toted  in  the 
neffstiTe. 

Mr.  Braxton,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  reported, 
Tliat  they  had,  according  to  order,  examined  the 
■ame,  and  found  the  bsJance  in  his  hands  to  be 
183/.  6s.  9d. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  Convention  to  proceed  by  ballot  to 
the  ^pointment  of  deputies  to  the  next  General 
Convention,  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  only  one  cleri- 
cal and  one  lay  deputy  be  appointed  to  the  next 
General  Convention. 

The  Convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning,  8  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  31,  1786. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  John  Bracken  have 
loave  of  absence  during  the  remainder  of  this 
Convention,  on  Mr.  M.  Anderson's  supplying 
his  plsce  as  secretary. 

Mr.  Wormeley,  from  the  conunittee  to  whom 
it  was  referred  to  lay  off  districts  for  granting 
testimonials  to  candidates  for  parishes,  reported. 
That  they  had,  according  to  order,  gone  through 
the  business  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to 
some  resolutions  thereon,  which  were  read, 
and,  with  some  amendments,  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
loweth:— 

Resolved,  That  the  first  or  southern  distric 
be   bounded  by  James   river   and  the   North 
Carolina    line,    extending    westward    to    our 
limits. 

Resolved,  That  the  second  district  be  be- 
tween James  river  and  Rappahannock,  extend- 
ing westward  to  our  limits,  and  that  it  include 
the  two  counties  on  the  eastern  shore. 

Resolved,  That  the  third  district  be  that 
tract  of  country  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Northern  Neck,  including  all  that  territory  not 
included  in  the  two  former  districts. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  three  commit- 
tees for  granting  testimonials  to  citizens  candi- 
dues  for  parishes  be  now  appointed,  one  for 
each  diatrict. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  for  the  first 
district,  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leigh,  Rev.  Mr.  Cam- 
eron, Rev.  Mr.  Blagrove,  Hon.  A.  Cary.  Mr. 
Bannister,  and  Mr.  R.  Boiling,  or  any  throe  of 
them. 

For  the  second  district  a  committee  was  ap- 

Cioted  of  the  Hon.  Edmund  Pendleton,  Rev. 
r.  Dick,  Rev.  Mr.  Waugh,  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor, 
Mr.  Gilchrist,  and  Mr.  Hoomes,  or  any  three  of 

tham. 

For  the  third  district  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointod  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith,  Mr.  Grayson, 
MrBockner,  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  of  Chatham,  Mr.  B. 
Fairfax,  and  Mr.  Jesse  Ewell,  or  any  three  of 
them. 

Resolved,  That  it  bo  recommended  to  the 
different  vestries  within  this  state  to  collect 
horn  their  parishioners  such  sums  of  money  as 
they  can  get  subscribed,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  fund  to  pay  the  expenses  of  obtaining 
consecration  for  a  bishop,  and  for  his  support 
iriMD  appointed.    The  money,  when  coUacikadt 
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most  be  sent  to  the  treasnrer  appointed  by  the 
Convention,  who  is  directed  to  report  the 
amount  of  such  returns  to  the  standmg  com- 
mittee ;  and  they  are  hereby  required,  npon  tha 
appointment  of  a  bishop,  and  after  paying  the 
expenses  attending  his  consecration,  to  lay  or 
let  out  the  residue  in  such  manner  as  ahali  to 
them  appear  most  advisable. 

Resoh  ed.  That  the  Convention  do  now  jno- 
ceed,  by  ballot,  to  the  appointment  of  a  person 
proper  to  be  recommended  for  consecration  as 
bishop  of  this  state. 

Honourable  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Pa^e,  Rev. 
Mr.  Cameron,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Craig,  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  oallota, 
who,  having  withdrawn  and  examined  the  same, 
reported,  Ihat  they  had  found  the  numhera  for 
the  several  persons  balloted  for  to  be  as  follow- 
eth  :— 

For  the  Reverend  David  Griffith,  38 ;  Rev- 
erend John  Bracken,  10;  Revereiid  Samnel 
Shield,  7. 

And  it  appearing  from  the  report  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  Convention  was  in  favour  of 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Griffith, 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  Reverend  D. 
Griffith  be  recommended  as  a  proper  person  to 
be  consecrated  bi&hop  for  this  state. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  after 
consecration,  receive  the  said  D.  Griffith  as 
bishop. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  appointment 
of  deputies  to  attend  the  General  Convention 
appointed  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia ;  and  Mr. 
Paee,  Mr.  Edmondson,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Craig,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  ballots;  who,  having 
withdrawn  and  examined  the  same,  reported. 
That  they  found  the  numbers  for  the  several  per- 
sons balloted  for  to  be  as  followeth  : 

For  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq.,  40 ;  the  Reverend 
David  Griffith,  32  ;  Reverend  John  Bracken,  0 ; 
li^verend  Samuel  Shield,  4  ;  John  Walker, 
Esq.,  2  ;  Ralph  Wormeley,  Esq.,  1. 

And  it  appearing  from  the  report  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  Convention  were  in  favour 
of  Cyrus  Griffin  and  Mr.  Griffith, 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq. 
and  the  Rev.  David  Griffith  be  appointed 
deputies  to  the  General  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  appointed  to  be 
held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  June  next. 

The  Convention  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Convention,  to  take  under 
their  consideration  the  4th,  9th,  and  10th  arti- 
cles of  the  General  Ecclesiastical  Constitution 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church ;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  M.  Cary  reported,  that 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  con- 
sidered the  same,  and  come  to  a  resolution 
thereon,  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
loweth : — 

Resolved,  That  the  4th,  9th,  and  10th  arti- 
clea  of  the  General  Ecclesiastical  Constitation 
be  agreed  lo. 
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On  a  motion,  Resolvod,  Thtt  the  treatorar 
De  directed  lo  pay  to  the  two  deputies  appoint- 
ed to  attend  the  next  General  Convention  the 
sum  of  forty  pounds  each. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed 
to  pay  to  Mr.  William  Pierce  the  sum  of  five 
pounds  for  his  services. 


Resolved,  That  the  treaaorar  ha  aDowad  thi 
sum  of  twenty  pounds  for  his  last  year's  aerviM^ 
The  Convention  then  adjourned. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  ConventioOy 

Jambs  Madisoji,  PreaidoL 
Atteat,        J.  BaAcsan,  Secretary. 

M.  An oBKsoic,  Sec.  fro  lok 


Jcunud  of  a  Convenium  of  the  Protestont  Efueopal  Church  in  Vir/fima,  held  oi  thu  FMt 

Buildings,  in  the  City  of  Rieknumd,  May  16/A,  1787. 

A  List  of  the  MsMBaas  of  the  Convention. 


Coontiea. 
Brunswick, 

Caroline, 

Charles  City, 

Chesterfield, 

Fairfax, 
Gloucester, 
Frederick, 
Goochland, 

Hanover, 

Henrico, 
James  City, 
King  and  Queen, 

King  William, 

Lunenburg, 
New  Kent, 
Norfolk, 
Northumberland, 

Powhatan, 

Prince  George, 

Spotsylvania, 

Willismsburg, 
York, 


Parishes. 
St.  Andrews, 

JDrysdale, 
St.  Assph, 
St.  Margaret, 
Westover, 

J  Dale, 
Manchester, 
Fairfax, 
Abingdon, 
Frederick, 
St.  Jas.  Northam, 


Clergymen. 

Jesse  Carter. 
James  Taylor. 
Archibald  Dick. 
Benjamin  Blagiove. 


D.  Griffith. 


John 


Lay  Deputiaa. 


jooea. 


I 
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St.  Paul, 

St.  Martins, 
Henrico, 
Jaraes  City, 
St.  Stephens, 
St.  John, 

St.  David, 

Cumberland, 
Blisland, 
St.  Brides, 
Wicomico, 

JSoutham, 
King  William, 

Bristol, 
c  St.  George, 
(  Berkeley, 

Bruton, 

York  Hampton, 


John  Buchanan. 
James  Madison. 

Henry  Skyring. 

James  Craig. 

Needier  Robinson. 
John  Leland. 
John  H.  Saundera. 

John  Cameron. 


John  Bracken. 
Samuel  Shield. 


John  Baylor. 

Robert  Micklebomigk 

Jerman  Baker. 
C  David  Patteraon. 
(  George  Markham. 

Bryan  Fairfax. 
(  John  Paffe. 
(  Thomas  Lewia. 

James  Wood, 
c  Thomas  Underwood. 
{  Major  Saunders. 

iJohn  Pendleton. 
Thomas  Tinsley. 
Grarland  Anderaon. 


Thomas  Hill. 

Wm.  D.  Claibonie. 
(  Wm.  SpiUer. 
(  Ben.  Temple. 

Henry  Stokea. 

Burwell  Bassatt. 

David  Ball. 
Littlebury  Moaley. 

IJohn  Harris. 
Thomas  Turpin. 
John  Shore. 
Thomas  Ryan. 
Beverley  Winslow. 
Robert  Andrews. 
Wm.  Nelson. 


WxoNBsoAV,  May  16. 
Trb  Convention  met,  and  there  not  being  a 
sufficient  number  of  members   to  proceed  to 
business,  adjourned  till  to-morrow  10  o'clock. 

THuasoAY,  Mat  17. 

The  Convention  having  met,  the  Rev.  J. 
Bracken  was  unanimously  appointed  Secretary 
to  the  Convention. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  was  unanimously  elect- 
ed President. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  the  certificates  of  appoint- 
ment of  the  sitting  members. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  the  Hon. 
James  >^ood.  Rev.  Mr.  Madison,  Rev.  Mr. 
Cameron,  and  Mr.  Pendleton. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Madison,  firom  the  staadhig 


committee,  laid  before  the  Convention  the  joer* 
nal  of  a  General  Convention  held  at  PhiladeMui, 
September  27, 1786,  the  journal  of  another  Oi«- 
eral  Convention,  held  at  Wihnington,  OMobflr 
10,  1786,  and  the  proceedings  olthe  atanding 
committee,  with  some  other  papers,  whkh  wen 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  Conv«rtiao 
will,  in  their  proceedings,  observe  the  standing 
rules  of  the  House  of  Delegates  so  fiir  as  tbey 
may  be  applicable  ;  except  that  the  Convention 
will  not  on  any  occasion  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Convention,  that  the 
preaident  shall,  in  the  chair,  enioy,  in  comnoo 
with  the  other  members  of  the  Convention,  the 
right  of  delivering  his  sentiment  on  any  queatioii, 
and  that  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  not  be  eaUtd 
for  on  any  qnestioa. 
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Rer.  Mr.  Lebmd  Taportad  the  proceedings  of 
ih»  examining  court,  had  on  the  trial  of  Edward 
Jonea,  clerk,  rector  of  the  pariah  of  Northiarn- 
ham,  Northumberland  coantj,  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion,  ReaolTed,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  fi«me  sach  rules  and  regulations 
lor  the  government  of  the  church,  as  the  repeal 
of  the  act  of  incorporation  has  rendered  neces- 
sary, and  to  revise  the  canona  formerly  made, 
and  prepare  such  alterations  in  them  aa  the 
present  situation  of  the  church  requires. 

And  a  coomiittee  waa  appointed  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Madison,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bracken,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Shield,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Camermi,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Craiff,  the  Honourable 
Jamea  Wood,  Mr.  Underwood,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr. 
Andrews,  Mr.  Pendleton,  and  Mr.  Nelson. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be 
i^ipointed  to  lake  into  consideration  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  General  Convention  held  in 
Philadelphia  in  June,  1786,  the  proceedinf^  of 
another  General  Convention  held  in  Wilming- 
ton in  October,  1786,  and  the  other  papers  laid 
before  this  Convention  by  the  standing  com- 
mittee, and  that  they  report  thereon. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Dick,  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan, 
Rev.  Mr.  Fairfax,  Rev.  Mr.  Leland,  Major  Saun- 
ders, Mr.  Baylor,  Mr.  Shore,  and  Mr.  T.  Lewis. 

The  Convention  sdjoumed  till  to-morrow,  10 
o'clock. 

FaiDAY,  Mat  18. 

The  Convention  havine  met,  according  to 
adjournment,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Madison,  from  the 
ccmunittee  appointed  to  frame  such  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  church 
as  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  incorporation  has 
rendered  necessary,  and  to  revise  the  canons 
formerly  made,  reported,  That  they  had,  accoid- 
ing  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the 
boainess  to  them  referred;  and  had  in  conse- 
qnence  thereof  prepared  an  ordinance  for  ap- 
pointing vestries  and  other  purposes ;  and  had 
also  gone  through  the  revision  of  the  canons. 

Oidered,  That  the  said  ordinance  and  reviaion 
of  the  canons  be  now  received  and  resd. 

On  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  ordinance  for 
appointing  vestries  and  for  other  purposes  be 
read  a  second  time. 

The  ordinance  for  appointing  vestries  and  for 
olbv  purposes  was  read  a  second  time,  and, 
with  toe  amendments,  ordered  to  be  transcribed 
apid  read  to-morrow  a  third  time. 

On  iftnotioo.  Ordered,  That  the  rules  for  the 
Older,  government,  and  discipline  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia,  be  now 
load  a  second  time. 

The  rules  for  the  order,  ^vemment,  and  dis- 
dpUne  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  beins 
mad  a  aecood  time,  and  amended,  were  ordered 
to  be  tranacribed  with  the  amendmenta,  and 
load  to-morrow  a  third  time. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Dick,  from  the  committee  ai^ 
pomtfid  to  take  under  their  cooaideration  the 
moeoadiuga  of  a  General  Convention  hold  at 
FhiladalpCia  in  June,  1786»  and  alao  the  pio» 
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eaedings  of  another  General  Convention  held 
at  Wilmington  in  October,  1786,  and  the  other 
papera  laid  before  this  Convention  by  the  stand- 
mg  committee,  reported,  That  they  had,  at* 
cording  to  order,  ffone  through  the  buaineaa  to 
them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  reaoln- 
tions  thereon,  which  were  read,  and. 

On  a  motion,  Ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Jonea,  Mr. 
Underwood,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Madison,  the  Rer. 
Mr.  Shield,  and  Mr.  Andrews,  be  added  to  tho 
aforesaid  committee. 

On  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  bo 
requested  to  lay  his  accounta  before  the  Con* 
vention  to-morrow. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Convention 
will,  to-morrow,  proceed  by  ballot  to  appoint 
deputies  to  the  next  General  Convention. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  till  to> 
morrow,  10  o'clock. 

Satdbdat,  May  19. 

The  Convention  having  met,  according  to 
adjournment,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dick,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  tske  under  consideration 
the  proceeding  of  a  General  Convention  held 
in  Philadelphia  in  June,  1786,  the  proceedinffs 
of  another  General  Convention  held  in  Wil- 
mington in  October,  1786,  and  the  other  papera 
laid  before  this  Convention  by  the  standing 
conmiittee,  reported.  That  they  had,  according 
to  order,  gone  through  the  business  to  them 
referred,  and  had  come  to  aeveral  resolutions 
thereon,  which  were  read,  and,  when  amended, 
agreed  to,  as  follows : — 

I.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  the  recommeooation  to  the 
churches  therein  represented,  not  to  receive 
to  the  pastoral  charge,  within  their  respective 
limits,  clergymen  professing  canonical  subjec- 
tion to  any  bishop,  in  any  state  or  country, 
other  than  those  bishops  who  may  be  duly  set- 
tled in  the  states  represented  in  the  said  Gen- 
eral Convention,  ought  to  be  acceded  to. 

II.  Resolved,  Tlwt  it  is  the  opinion  of  thia 
committee,  that  the  1st,  8d,  8d,  6th,  6th,  7th,  8th, 
10th,  and  11th  articles  of  the  General  Coostito- 
tion  be  acceded  to,  and  that  the  4th  and  9th 
articles  be  also  acceded  to,  but  as  articlee  of  a 
temporary  nature,  and  not  as  forming  a  part  of 
the  General  Constitution. 

in.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  thia 
committee,  that  the  recommendation  from  the 
General  Convention  not  to  admit  any  person  as 
a  minister  within  this  church  who  should  receiva 
ordination  Uam  any  bishop  residing  in  America, 
during  the  application  pending  to  the  English 
bishops  for  episcopal  consecration,  cannot  bo 
complied  with. 

IV.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  the  deputies  to  be  sppointed  to 
attend  the  next  General  Convention,  be  instroet" 
ed  to  move  the  General  Convention  to  ezpnngo 
the  words,  "  He  descended  into  hell,**  inserted 
in  the  AnosUes*  Creed  by  the  General  €k>nven- 
tion  hela  at  Wilmington,  and  also  whatevov 
relates  to  the  restoration  of  the  Nicene  Creed. 

y.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tbii 


CGBTESFTKXf  OF  nVT. 


tkflC  BW  SfeBBDOB  IBMBB  OX  tfafi 

if  HtaHnpoon  pnacnbai  m  the  Likh  vocle  of 
ttw  G«iMnl  ConflQcaciaa  la  nac  ntrtmirr,  xbm 
diqect  <tf  :t  ippawmg  to  na  to  'oe  pnmiied  fiir 
bv  wtaat  an  called  cha  4ch.  9tiL  and  LOth  arodaa 
•f  tfaa  Ganeral  Conaonoon. 

VI.  Raaoivadr  That  the  i-«^n— m— MJaif«i  fragu 
the  Geneni  CoBTentum  tn  the  Convcnuoa  of 
the  wwal  icausa.  to  anthoRxe  and  empower 
their  depntiea  to  the  next  (jeneni  CooTention. 
after  a  biahop  or  biahopo  9hall  be  obtained  m 
the  ehoich,  us  coofinn  and  ratify  a  Geneni 
CooatitotHm  reapectzng  both  the  doctrine  and 
diaeiphDe  of  the  Protestant  Epucopai  Chnrch 
«f  the  United  States  of  America,  ought  to  be 
conplied  with. 

YIL  ReaolTed.  That  it  ia  the  opinioB  of  thia 
eonunittee,  that  the  ttandmg  committee  have 
iriiown  a  proper  and  diUflcnt  attention  to  the  in- 
tereatfl  of  thia  church  donng  the  receaa  o(  the 
ConTencon. 

The  Hon.  Jamee  Wood,  from  the  coomiittee 
^ipointed  to  examine  the  certi^atea  of  aj^int- 
BfBt  of  the  sitting  members,  reported.  That  they 
kid,  according  to  order,  esammed  the  boainesa  to 
tham  refoiied,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  there- 
on, wkkh  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion,  Resolred,  That  two  deputies  be 
appomted  to  attend  the  General  Convention. 

Tha  Convention,  according  to  order,  pro- 
caadcd  to  ballot  for  deputies  to  attend  the  next 
General  Convention ;  and  the  Kev.  Mr.  Shield  and 
Mr.  Jones  were  appointed  to  examine  the  ballota, 
vriio,  havinc  withdrawn  and  examined  the  same, 
reported,  Tiiat  thev  had  found  the  numbers  for  the 
ieveral  persmis  balloted  for  to  be  as  foUoweth : — 

Mr.  Andrews,  34 ;  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith,  23 ;  Rev. 
Mr.  Madison,  13. 

And,  it  appearing  from  the  report,  that  a  ma- 
joritv  of  thie  whole  Cmivention  was  in  favour 
of  Bilr.  Andrews  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith, 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  Mr.  Andrews  and 
tha  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith  be  appointed  depnties  to 
attend  the  next  General  Convention  of  the  Prot^ 
aatant  Episcopal  Chorch. 

The  treasurer,  according  to  order,  laid  his 
accounts  before  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee ; 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Styring,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Underwood, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Craig. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be 
^ipointed  to  draw  up  a  reccMnmendation  of  one 
'  imiform  mode  of  su^^rting  the  clergy  in  this 
state ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr. 
Jones,  Mr.  Page,  Hon.  James  Wood,  Mr.  Baker, 
Mr.  Andrews,  Rev.  Mr.  Madison,  Rev.  Mr. 
Cameron,  Rev.  Mr.  Shield,  Rev.  Mr.  Craig, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Skyring. 

On  a  motion,  Resolv^,  That  an  address  be 
prepared  to  the  members  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
^nal  Church  in  this  sUte,  and  that  it  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  last  appointed  to  draught 
the  same.  '^'^  * 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  be  put  off 
till  Monday  next 

The  Convention  adjourned  till  Monday,  7 


Xo»AT,  Mat  si. 


Tha  CoonreBtioo  kavi^f  Bfli,  aceavdiM  •§ 
ad}aazBBicnt,  Mr.  Baker,  bom  thm  rnimiallw 
appomted  to  examine  the  ticaanrer'a  aeeooHl^ 
reported.  That  they  had,  according  to  order,  ai- 
ammcd  the  same,  had  fbond  then  fairiy  aCalodi 
and  that  the  balance  reBaminff  in  ^**»  hnnda  wm 

loa^.  «f.  low. 

The  ocdmaace  for  ^ipoiitfing  iiiiUiai  tmk 
tmateea.  and  for  other  pwpoaea,  having  ban 
fa:rly  traoacribed,  it  waa  read,  and  theUaahi 
filled  up ;  and  then  it  waa  reaolved  that  tha  and 
ordinance  do  pass. 

The  rules  and  canons  for  regulating  tha  mdm, 
government,  and  discipline  of  the  Protealant  £jp» 
copal  Church  m  Virginia  having  been  foirly  tn 
cnbed,  were  read,  and  the  blanka  filled  np, 
then  it  waa  resolved  that  the  aaid  mka  do  a 

Mr.  Jones,  from  the  committee  ^vpoialad  ti 
prepare  and  recommend  one  nnifom  moda  ef 
supporting  the  clezgy.  reported.  That  thay  kai 
according  to  order,  had  under  conaidafation  thi 
business  to  them  referred,  and  had  coma  to  aoat 
resolutions  thereon,  which  were  nod  and  MUtd 
to,  as  foUoweih  : — 

In  order  that  one  uniform  mode  of  auppailiiy 
the  clergy  may  be  adopted  throogfaoot  thia  chnch, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recoounoiidad  to  tha 
chorch- wardena  or  truatees  in  the  difleraat  fm» 
ishes,  where  the  incumbent  is  ix>t  aatiafiad  wilk 
the  provision  already  made  for  him,  ao  soon  as 
convenient  after  vestries  and  tmateea  an  daly 
elected,  to  convene  the  membera  of  the  Fm^ 
estant  Episcopal  Church  in  their  lospKliii 
parishes,  and  propose  to  such  membaia,  vtan 
convened,  that  they  do  there  deliberata  and  di^ 
termine  upon  the  sum  which  they  ara  wiUiM 
annually  to  contribute  to  the  support  d  tha 
minister ;  and  that  they  do,  by  their  vohmtaiy 
consent,  authorize  the  vestiy  to  receiva  sooi 
sum  from  the  members  of  the  aaid  diaich  ii 


i>les  posseaaed 
further  recomi 


the  diflferent  parishes,  that  they  do  agree 

sum,  when  fixed  upon,  shall  be  permanent,  until 
changed  or  altered  by  a  majority  of  the  aodstr. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  tothedi^ 
ferent  church-wardens  to  have  similar  pinTiMWi 
made  for  the  clerks,  sextons,  and  nacaaaaiy  at 
penses  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Jones,  from  the  committee  appointad  la 
prepare  an  address  to  the  members  ctftba  IVol- 
esUnt  Episcopal  Church,  reported.  That  ihiy 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  conaidafiliM 
the  business  to  them  referred,  and  had  (ftapaiad 
the  same,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

The  Address  of  the  Convention  to  Ike  MewAen^ 
the  ProtetUnt  Epiecopol  Ckurek  ni  Ktr/mia. 

We,  your  pastors  and  Uy  deputjee,  in  OoB- 
vention  assembled,  have,  by  the  favour  of  Divina 
Providence,  and  according  to  the  privilege  aae^* 
red  by  the  laws  of  the  country  to  every  soeit^ 
of  Christians  of  managing  its  own  tempotal 
cerna,  and  of  regulaung  its  disciplina  and 
ahip,   inatituted  certain    fundamental 
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ude  necessary  hj  the  repeal  of  the  incorpora- 
mg  act,  and  hiave  framed  rulea  for  the  order, 
iaeqiliDe,   and  worship  of  oar  church.     We 
bink,  however,  that  to  discharge  fiillv  the  duty 
re  owe  on  this  occasion  to  Ood  and  to  you,  it 
I  incambent  on  us  briefly  to  put  you  in  mind 
f  eome  things  which  remain  for  you  to  do,  and 
i  which,  if  yon  do  not  attend,  all  our  labours 
ere  must  be  ineffectual.    To  render  our  church 
ndr  respectable,  and  our  institutions  of  service 
>  the  cause  of  Christianity,  a  oeneral  and  reg- 
Iht  attendance  on  public  worship,  and  the  con- 
tant  practice  of  piety  and  morality,  in  all  times 
ad  in  all  places,  are  indispensable.     This  is  so 
bvioaa,  that  we  trust  we  need  only  mention  it 
I  yoa.     A  moderate  but  adequate  provision  for 
•or  pastor,  is  another  thing  which  must  claim 
•or  attention  and  exertions.     Both  Scripture 
ad  common  sense  point  out  this  to  be  your 
uty,  and  the  omission  of  it  involves  conse- 
nencee  which  no  real  Christian  can  think  of 
ilboat  honor.     The  want  of  proper  teachers 
net  be  the  effect  of  this  omission  ;  and  igno- 
Bice  and  error,  with  all  their  train  of  evils,  will 
How.     The  very  idea  of  being  the  author  of 
»  great  an  injury  to  the  temporal  and  eternal 
aicenis  of  mankind  must  rouse  and  alarm  you  ; 
id,  we  trust,  will  excite  your  most  serious  en- 
MtTOurs  to  provide  for  the  preservation  of  the 
are  doctrines  of  religion.     The  general  affairs 
our  church  also  require  from  you  a  small  con- 
ibation.     We  have  been  careful  to  frame  our 
idtotions  of  a  nature  as  simple  and  unez- 
fwhre  as  possible  ;  but  we  could  not  constitute 
ehnrch  which  would  call  for  no  support  from 
I  BDembers.     Recommending  these  things  to 
or  attention,  and  you  to  the  Almighty  gui- 
inee  and  protection,  we  are  your  affectionate 
athren  in  Christ. 

On  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  200  copies  of 
a  (ndinance  for  regulating  the  appointment  of 
fltriee,  du:.,  and  of  the  address  to  the  mem- 
taof  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  be  im- 
idiately  printed ;  and  that  tne  treasurer  be  re- 
laated  to  transmit  them  to  the  several  parishes. 
I.  On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  several 
liahes  of  this  state  be  divided  into  24  dis- 
icta,  for  assembling  the  ministers  annually  in 
aabytery,  and  for  other  purposes,  as  set  forth 
the  eighth  Csnon. 

n.  Resolved,  That  the  24  districts  be  ad- 
jtad  according  to  the  senatorial  division,  ez- 
pt  where  the  line  of  a  district  divides  a  parish  ; 
which  case,  the  parish  so  divided  shall  be 
oaidared  as  belonging  to  that  district  in  which 
I  riebe  is  situated. 

In.  Resolved,  That  the  several  visiters  ap- 
onted  by  the  last  Convention  be  continued  m 
air  respective  districts,  as  thereby  provided  ; 
cept  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fairfax  oe  appointed 
Bter  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Grifllith,  nominated 
ba  bishop  ;  and  the  Rev.  John  H.  Saunders 
tha  room  of  Mr.  Leigh,  deceased. 
IV.  Resolved,  That  three  committees  be  an- 
intad  to  grant  testimonials  to  citizens,  canoi- 
laa  for  pariahes,  who  may  apply  within  the 
riaions  of  the  same. 
¥•  Raaolfad,  That  tha  first  or  aoathani  di- 


viakm  ba  bounded  by  Jamaa  river  and  tha 
North  Carolina  line,  extending  westward  to  tha 
limita  of  this  state. 

VI.  Resolved,  That  the  second  division  ba  be- 
tween James  river  and  Rappahannock,  extend- 
ing westwsrd  to  the  limits  of  this  state,  and  that 
it  mclude  the  two  counties  on  the  eastern  shore. 

VII.  Resolved,  That  the  third  division  be 
that  tract  of  country  known  by  the  name  of  tha 
Northern  Neck,  and  that  it  include  all  the  tar^ 
ritory  not  comprehended  within  the  two  former 
divisions. 

VIII.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Craig,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gerard,  CoL 
Banister,  Mr.  Robert  Boiling,  Mr.  Jerman  Baker, 
or  any  three  of  them,  be  aj^inted  a  committee 
for  the  first  division. 

IX.  Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Edmund  Pen- 
dleton, the  Rev.  Mr.  Dick,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wao^ 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Gilchrist,  and  w. 
Hoomes,  be  appointed  a  committee  for  tha 
second  division,  or  any  three  of  them. 

X.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grayson, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fairfax,  Mr. 
Fitshugh,  of  Chatham,  Mr.  Jesse  Ewell,  and  Dr. 
Brown,  be  appointed  a  committee  for  the  third 
division,  or  any  three  of  them. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Madison,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bracken,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Shield,  the  Hon.  John  Blair,  Mr.  Paee,  of  Roae- 
well,  and  Mr.  Andrews,  be  appointed  a  standing 
committee ;  and  that  they  have  power  to  cor- 
respond with  the  Protestant  archbishopa  and 
biahops  in  Europe,  and  with  any  society  or  so- 
cieties of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
these  United  States,  on  sny  matters  relating  tc 
the  church  ;  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Convention 
whensoever  it  shall  to  them  seem  necessary  ; 
to  receive  complaints  against  the  clergy,  and  to 
direct  courts  of  ezammation  pursuant  to  the 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  church  ;  to 
grant  testimonials  to  all  persons  candidatea  for 
parishes,  and  not  citizens  of  this  state,  who 
may  apply  for  the  same ;  to  make  such  repre- 
sentations on  behalf  of  the  church  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  expedient ;  to  give  advice  on 
difliculties  propounded  to  them  concerning  the 
church  durmg  the  recess  of  Convention ;  and 
to  do  all  other  things  recommended  by  the  Con- 
vention, and  not  by  them  assigned  to  others  to 
execute  ;  and  to  report  their  proceedings  to 
every  succcedinf  Convention. 

On  a  motion,  ResoWed,  That  all  reasonabla 
expenses  be  allowed  the  deputies  appointed  to 
attend  the  next  General  Convention,  and  that 
the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  be  advanced  to  them 
on  account. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  standing 
committee,  without  delay,  request  of  the  Rig^ht 
Rev.  Dr.  White,  Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Epia- 
copal  Church  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Provost,  bishop  of  tha  said 
church  in  the  State  of  New- York,  that  they, 
or  either  of  them,  admit  to  consecration  tha 
Rev.  Dr.  Griffith,  nominated  by  the  last  Con- 
vention bishop  of  the  church  in  this  state. 

On  a  mouon,  Resolved,  That  the  sUnding 
committee  ba  anthoriiad  to  if)poiot  a  depotj  or 
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depoties  to  the  Oenerel  Conreotion,  should  both 
or  either  of  the  gentlemen  iippointed  by  this 
Convention  be  prevented  from  attending. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  several  p>ari8he8  (who  have  not 
complied  with  the  recommendation  of  the  last 
Convention,  to  collect  from  their  parishioners 
such  sums  of  money  as  they  could  get  subscri- 
bed, for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  obtaining  consecration  for  a  bishop, 
and  for  his  support  when  consecrated),  to  hasten 
SQch  collections,  and  to  forward  the  money  when 
collected  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan,  treasurer, 
who  is  directed  to  report  the  amount  to  the 
standing  committee  ;  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
quired, after  paying  the  above-mentioned  ex- 
penses, to  lay  or  let  out  the  residue  in  such 
manner  as  shall  to  them  appear  most  advisable. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  members 
of  this  Convention  proceed  to  sign  the  testimo- 
nials of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  different  parishes  to  provide  funds 
for  the  education  of  two  youths  from  their  early 
years,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  properly  quali- 
fied for  discharging  the  important  duties  of  the 
ministry  in  this  church.  And  towards  effecting 
this  purpose,  be  it  further  recommended  to  the 
clergy,  to  preach  annually  a  charity  sermon  in 
their  respective  parishes,  and  transmit  the  money 
■o  collected  to  the  treasurer,  which  money  shall 
be  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  bishop  and  the 
atanding  committee,  who  shall  conjointly  have 
the  direction  of  the  education  of  the  two  youths. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  choice 
of  such  youths  shall  reside  in  the  bishop  and  the 
standing  committee. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be 
allowed  five  per  cent,  on  all  moneys  received 
since  last  Convention. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  150  copies  of 
the  Journal  of  this  Convention  be  prmted  under 
the  inspection  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan. 

On  a  motion,  Resoivpd,  That  Mr.  Pierce  be 
allowed  the  sum  of  five  pounds  for  his  srrvices. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Convention  be  called 
to  meet  in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned. 

D.  Griffith,  President. 
J.  Bracke.v,  Secretary. 


AN  ORDINANCB  rOR  RBOULATINO  THE  APPOINT- 
MRNT  OF  VISTIIRS  AND  TRUSTEES,  AND  FOR 
OTHER    PURPOSES. 

Whereas  an  act  of  General  Assembly,  which 
was  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  entitled,  **  An  act  for 
incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church," 
hath  been  repealed  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  ; 
in  consequence  of  which,  it  is  supposed  that  the 
several  powers  of  government  and  discipline  in 
the  said  church  are  returned  to  the  members  at 
Urge ;  and  in  order  to  exercise  those  powers, 
the  members  of  the  said  church,  in  their  several 
parishes,  have  elected  two  deputies  to  represent 
them  in  a  Convention,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of 
Rjohmond,  on  this  sixteenth  day  of  May,  one 


thousand  seven  hundred  and  eiflhty-seren, 

full  powers  to  deliberate  upon,  form,  mod  estate 
lish  such  regulations  as  they  should  judge  ts 
be  necessary  and  proper  for  the  government, 
discipline,  and  worship  uf  the  said  church,  sod 
the  care  and  direction  of  the  social  property ;  in 
order  to  effect  which  purposes,  it  is  judged  ns* 
cessary  that  vestries  should  forthwith  be  electsd 
in  each  parish. 

Be  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  deputies  so 
appointed,  and  now  met  in  Convention  at  ths 
time  and  place  prefixed.  That  the  churcb-wardsBS 
and  vestrymen  in  the  several  parishes  within 
this  commonwealth,  who  were  elected  into  office 
in  conformity  to  an  act  of  General  Assembly, 
passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundrsd 
and  eighty-four,  entitled,  '*  An  act  for  incoipo- 
rating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,"  be, 
and  are  hereby  declared  and  acknowledged  as 
trustees  for  the  members  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  until  a  new  election  shall 
take  place,  and  to  hold  the  property,  both  real 
and  personal,  belonging  to  the  said  church,  for 
their  use  and  benem,  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions as  shall  be  made  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Convention  of  deputies  elected  by  the  members 
of  the  said  church.  And  be  it  further  ordained, 
that  as  soon  as  may  be  after  notice  of  this  ordi- 
nance, the  late  church-wardens,  or  any  other 
two  reputable  inhabitants  (being  members  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church)  in  each  parish, 
do  call  together,  at  some  convenient  time  and 
place,  by  notice  duly  given,  all  the  freeholders 
and  housekeepers  in  such  parish  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  said  church,  and  contribute  to  the 
support  thereof ;  then  and  there  to  elect  twelve 
of  the  most  able  and  discreet  men  of  their  so- 
ciety to  be  a  vestry  for  such  parish,  and  trustees 
of  their  property  ;  to  continue  in  office  until  the 
Monday  in  Eastcr-weck,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  on  that  daVf  if 
fair,  otherwise  the  next  day  which  is  so,  there 
shall  be  a  new  election  of  vestrymen  ;  and  such 
elections  shall  continue  to  be  made  trieimiaUy 
on  Easter-Monday,  if  fair,  or  the  next  fair  day, 
until  the  Convention  shall  otherwise  direct ;  in- 
termediate vacancies  occasioned  by  death,  re- 
moval, or  resignation,  to  be  filled  by  the  remain- 
ing vestrymen,  and  those  so  chosen  to  act  ontil 
the  period  of  the  next  general  election. 

Every  vestryman,  before  he  acts  in  office, 
shall  subscribe  in  vestry  to  be  conformable  to 
the  doctrine,  discipline,  and  worship  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church. 

Each  vestry,  at  their  first  meeting  after  their 
election,  shall  choose  two  of  their  members  to 
be  church-wardens,  who  shall  superintend  the 
next  general  election  of  vestrymen ;  judge  of 
the  qualifications  of  voters,  and  certify  toe  names 
of  the  persons  chosen.  They  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  the  acting  part  of  the  vestry,  and  shall 
see  that  the  orders  and  resolutions  of  the  vestry 
be  carried  into  execution. 

The  vestries  respectively,  with  the  minister, 
where  there  is  one,  shall  hold  and  enjoy  all 
glebes,  lands,  churches,  books,  plate,  and  other 
property,  now  belonging  or  hereafter  accroiof 
to  the  said  church,  as  trustees  for  the  benefit 
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•f  ths  tociety,  tnd  may  improve  or  demite  the 
lands  during  the  vacancy  of  a  roinitter  ;  but  may 
not  demise  lands  allowed  for  the  minister's  hab- 
itation or  use,  when  they  have  one,  without  his 
cmiaent.  They  may  also  use,  improve,  or  dis- 
poee  of  all  personal  property,  andf  the  produce, 
nnts,  and  profits  of  lands  (not  aj^ropnated  for 
the  minister)  belonging  to  the  church,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  society,  in  erecting  or  repairing 
chorchee,  glebe-bouses,  or  otherwise  ;  and  may 
make  such  rules  and  orders  for  managing  the 
temporal  afiairs  and  concerns  of  the  church, 
within  their  respective  parishes,  as  they  shall 
think  most  conducive  to  its  interest  and  pros- 
perity, and  for  carrying  into  execution  such 
orders  and  rules  for  government  and  discipline, 
or  other  spiritual  purposes,  as  shall  be  dir^ted 
by  this  or  any  future  Convention.  They  shall 
biave  the  sole  power  of  directing  the  payment 
of  money  belonffing  to  the  church  within  their 
leapective  parishes,  and  of  appointing  a  clerk, 
treaswer,  and  collector,  when  they  think  neces- 
euy.  All  of  which  proceedings  shall  be  fairly 
entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose. 

A  meeting  of  the  body  (to  be  called  by  the 
minister,  or,  if  he  be  absent,  or,  in  case  of  a 
vacancy,  by  the  church-wardens,  or  by  a  church- 
warden, if  but  one  within  the  parish,  or  by  any 
two  vestiymen,  if  there  be  no  mmister  or  church- 
warden) shall  be  had  as  often  as  is  necessary, 
the  minister  to  have  a  vote  equal  to,  and  not 
greater  than  a  vestryman  in  all  questions,  ex- 
cept for  the  demise  of  the  glebe-lands  assigned 
for  his  residence  or  use,  in  which  he  shall  nave 
A  negative.  Seven  members  shall  be  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  meeting,  and  all  questions  shall 
be  decided  by  a  rosjonty  of  those  prenent. 

Future  Conventions  shall  consist  of  t\ao  depu- 
ties from  each  parish,  of  whom  the  minister 
shall  be  one,  if  there  be  a  uunister,  the  other  a 
lavman,  to  be  annually  chosen  by  the  vestry, 
who  shall  also  choose  another  where  there  is  no 
minister  in  the  parish.  And  twenty -five  deputies 
thus  qualified  and  api>ointed  shall  be  a  Convention. 

Conventions  shall  re^ulste  all  the  religious 
concerns  of  the  church,  its  doctrines,  discipline, 
and  Worship,  and  institute  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  tney  may  judge  necessary  for  the  good 
government  thereof,  and  the  same  revoke  and 
alter  at  their  pleasure. 


CANONS. 

I.  CoNVBNTioNs  shsll  be  holden  annually  on 
the  firat  Wednesday  in  May,  provided  neverthe- 
less, that  if  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to 
form  a  Convention  shall  not  attend  on  the  said 
day,  any  five  then  assembled  shall  have  power 
to  aidjoum. 

II.  A  person  shall  preside  in  Convention  with 
the  name  of  president,  who  shall  always  be  a 
bishop,  when  there  is  one  present  properly  con- 
eecrated  and  settled  in  the  church,  till  which 
time  a  president  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Con- 
Tention  out  of  their  own  body ;  if  more  than 
one  bishop  is  found  necessary  in  this  church, 
ther  shall  preside  alternately. 

III.  A  secretary  ahall  be  appointed  by  the 


Convention,  who  ahaU'eontinoe  in  oflice  darinf 
good  behaviour,  who  ahall  keep  a  record  of  their 
resolves  and  proceedings,  and  have  the  records 
in  his  custody  so  long  as  he  shsll  continue  in 
office. 

IV.  Standing  rules  shall  be  established  for 
the  preservation  of  decorum,  and  the  orderly 
management  of  business. 

V.  All  questions,  whether  they  relate  to  the 
order,  government,  disciphne,  doctrine,  or  wor- 
ship of  this  church,  or  to  any  other  matter  which 
is  properly  before  the  Convention,  shall  be  de- 
termined by  a  majority  of  votes. 

VI.  At  all  future  Conventions,  each  member 
(whether  minister  or  layman)  shall,  previous  to 
his  admission,  produce  a  testimonial  of  his  being 
regularly  appomted,  which  testimonial  shall  be 
signed  by  one  or  both  of  the  church- wardens,  or 
by  the  clerk  of  the  respective  vestries. 

VII.  All  the  ordinances  and  other  proceed- 
ings of  the  Convention  shall  be  attested  by  the 
secretary. 

VIII.  The  clergy  of  several  neighbouring 
parishes,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than 
ten,  shall  assemble  in  presbytery  annually,  on 
the  second  Wednesday  in  April,  at  some  con- 
venient place  in  the  district,  to  be  appointed  by 
a  majority  of  the  ministers  in  the  same  district ; 
one  in  each  district  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Convention,  to  preside  at  their  meetings  with 
the  title  of  visiter,  who  shall  annually  viait  each 
parish  in  his  district — shall  attend  to  and  in- 
spect the  morals  and  conduct  of  the  clergy— 
snail  see  that  the  canons  and  rules  of  the  church 
are  observed,  and  that  no  abuses  are  practised 
— shall  admonish  and  reprove  privately  those 
clergymen  who  are  negligent,  or  act  in  an  un- 
becoming manner ;  and  shall  report  yearly  to 
the  bishop,  if  there  be  one,  or  if  there  be  no 
bishop,  to  the  next  Convention,  the  state  of  each 
parish  in  his  district,  noting  down  the  offenders 
and  their  offences. 

IX.  The  clergy  who  shall  minister  in  thia 
church  shall  be  the  three  orders  of  bishops, 
priests,  and  deacons. 

X.  Every  person  hereafter  to  officiate  in  this 
church  as  a  bishop,  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Convention ;  and  having  received  episcopal  con- 
secration before  he  enters  on  his  office,  shall 
subscribe  to  conform  to  the  doctrine,  discipline, 
and  worship  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cnurch 
of  Virginia ;  and  no  person  shall  be  received 
into  the  church  as  a  bishop  until  he  shall  have 
completed  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 

XI.  As  we  conceive  the  office  of  a  bishop, 
according  to  the  true  apostolic  institution,  dif- 
fers in  nothing  from  that  of  other  ministers  of 
God*s  word,  except  in  the  power  of  ordination 
and  confirmation,  and  the  righu  of  superintend- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  clergy,  and  of  precedency 
in  ecclesisstical  assembhes,  that  ofiSce  ahall  be 
accordingly  so  exercised  in  this  church ;  and 
every  bishop,  after  his  promotion  to  the  episcopal 
order,  shall  continue  to  hold  a  parish,  and  to  do 
the  duty  of  a  parish  minister,  except  when  he  is 
necessarily  employed  in  the  discnarge  of  his 
episcopal  office. 

XIL  No  bishop  ahall  inflict  any  censure  upon, 


S4 


CONVENTION  OF  1787. 


or  emeite  toy  power  ovor,  the  clergy  under  hie 
iupectioo,  other  than  he  is  allowed  to  do  by  the 
lawi  and  institutioos  of  thia  church  made  in 
CooTention. 

XIII.  No  prieat  or  minister  shall  hereafter 
be  received  into  any  parish  within  this  common- 
wealth, unless  he  first  produce  to  the  vestry 
suflkient  testimonials  of  his  having  been  reg- 
ularly (Hdained  a  priest  by  some  Protestant 
bishop,  and  of  havmg  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  this  commonwealth,  and  subscribe  to  be  con- 
formable to  the  doctrine,  discipline,  and  worship 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church ;  nor  till  he 
■hall  have  entered  into  a  contract  in  writing 
with  the  vestry  or  trustees  on  behalf  of  the 
■ociety  within  such  parish,  by  which  it  shall  be 
stipulated  and  declared  that  he  holds  the  ap- 
pomtment  subject  to  removal  upon  the  deter- 
minations of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  this  state.  Provided,  That 
any  person  who  hath  been  ordained  by  a  bishop 
of  the  Church  of  Rome,  may  al^o  be  received 
as  a  minister,  who  shall  produce  satisfactory 
testimonials  respecting  his  ordination,  morals, 
and  conduct,  renounce  the  errors  of  that  church, 
take  the  oath,  and  subscribe  as  aforesaid. 

XIV.  No  minister  shall  hereafter  be  received 
into  a  parish  who  does  not  first  produce  to  the 
▼estiy  satisfactory  testimonials  of  his  morals, 
conduct,  and  conversation,  from  the  person  or 
persons  appointed  by  the  Convention  to  inquire 
mto  such  matters,  and  grant  such  testimonials. 

XV.  The  right  of  presentation,  or  appointing 
ministers  to  serve  in  the  pari&hes,  shall  continue 
in  the  vestries,  and  each  vestry  shall  choose  its 
own  minister. 

XVI.  Every  person  to  be  ordained  priest  or 
deacon  by  any  bishop  of  this  ciiurch,  snail  pro- 
duce testimonials  of  his  good  morals  and  orderly 
conduct  from  the  clergy  assembled  in  the  district 
where  he  for  some  time  last  resided,  and  from 
the  vestry  of  the  parish  where  he  last  lived, 
provided  there  be  in  the  district  a  sufficient 
number  of  clerj^ymen  to  form  a  presbytery ; 
otherwise  a  testimonial  from  the  minister  and 
vestry  of  his  parish,  or  from  the  vestry  alone, 
if  the  parish  is  vacant,  shall  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient:  Provided  also,  the  candidate  is  not  sn 
inhabitant  of  some  other  state.  No  person  shall 
be  ordained  until  due  examination  had  by  tlie 
bishop  and  two  priests. 

XV II.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  priest^s 
orders  until  he  shall  have  completed  the  twenty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  is  assured  of  the 
willingness  of  some  parish  or  congregation  to 
receive  him  as  their  minister,  to  be  certified 
under  the  hands  of  the  church- wardens,  and  at- 
tested by  the  clerk  of  the  vestry. 

XVIII.  Every  person  who  shall  be  admitted 
either  to  priest^s  or  deacon's  orders,  shall  be 
ordained  according  to  the  form  prescribed  in 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  dec.,  directed  to 
be  used  in  this  church  ;  but  no  person  shall  be 
ordained  priest  until  he  has  served  six  months 
in  the  office  of  deacon. 

XIX.  No  person  shall  be  ordained  deacon 
until  he  shall  have  completed  the  twenty-first 
jear  of  hia  age. 


XX.  No  person  having  deacon's  orden  only 

shall  be  allowed  to  hold  a  parish ;  but  a  deacon 
may,  during  a  vacancy,  officiate  in  a  parish,  if 
chosen  by  the  vestry  to  do  so ;  he  shall  preach  the 
gospel,  and  bapUxe  ;  he  may  assist  in  administer- 
ing the  sacrament  of  the  Lord*s  Supper,  but  not 
consecrate  the  elements  ;  he  may  solemnise  mar- 
riages, and  shall  attend  to  the  situation  and  di^ 
cumstances  of  the  poor  when  it  may  be  necesooty. 

XXI.  A  person  may  be  ordamed  a  deacon 
though  he  shall  have  no  assurance  of  )mag 
called  to  minister  in  a  parish  or  congregaliol^ 
provided  his  testimonials  and  quahficatiooi  an 
satisfactory. 

XXII.  A  deacon  may  minister  aa  a  jmibfr 
tioner  or  missionary,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Convention  or  the  bishop. 

XXIII.  The  parish  clerk  shall  be  appomted 
by  the  minister  and  vestry,  and  displaced  by 
them  whenever  his  services  are  not  aatisfactoiy 
to  the  people,  whenever  he  shall  ne^ect  hv 
duty,  or  otherwise  misbehave  himself. 

XXIV.  Sextons  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
vestries,  and  dismissed  by  them  when  they  thiak 
proper. 

XXV.  Bishops  shall  be  amenable  to  ths 
Convention,  who  shall  be  a  court  to  try  theaii 
from  which  there  shall  be  no  appeal ;  on  ill 
such  occasions,  a  president,  who  shall  be  a 
bishop,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Convention  to  sit 
as  judge  ;  and  they  shall  also  appoint  a  clerk  to 
the  court. 

XXVI.  All  accusations  against  a  bishop,  u 
such,  shall  come  from  the  vestries  ;  but  no  ac- 
cusation against  a  bishop  shall  be  received  un- 
less three  vestries  join  in  the  complaint ;  all 
complaints  against  a  bishop  shall  be  lodged  with 
such  persons  as  may  be  appointed  to  call  a  Con- 
vention ;  and  a  copy  of  the  charge  or  charges 
to  be  brought  against  him  shall  be  commimi- 
cated  to  him  in  writing,  at  least  two  months  be- 
fore the  trial ;  counsel  may  be  employed  on 
both  sides,  and  none  but  vivd  voce  evidence  ohall 
be  admitted. 

XXVII.  Disorderly,  scandalous,  and  immonl 
conduct,  neglect  of  duty,  a  disregard  to  th^roleo 
and  canons  of  the  church,  or  taking  a  bribe  to 
grant  either  ordination  or  a  recommendation  for 
a  vacant  parish,  shall  be  considered  as  ofiences 
in  a  bishop,  for  which  he  may  be  brought  to 
trial ;  and  on  his  being  convicted  of  any  of 
these,  he  shall  be  reproved,  suspended,  or  dis- 
missed, at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

XXVIII.  Courts  shall  be  instituted  to  ex- 
amine into  complaints  exhibited  against  minis- 
ters or  deacons,  to  consist  of  six  members,  via., 
three  clergymen  and  three  vestrymen  from  the 
nesrest  and  most  convenient  parishes,  one  from 
each ;  the  appointment  of  said  vestrymen  shall 
be  by  lot ;  the  oldest  clergyman  in  orders  shall 
preside  as  judge  :  on  conviction  of  the  minis- 
ter, the  court  shall  report  the  facts,  and  stato 
the  evidence  to  the  Convention,  who  shall  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  pass  such  sentence  as  a 
majority  of  them  shall  think  the  offence  de- 
serves, which  shall  be  either  reproof,  suspension, 
or  dismission. 

XXIX.  No  Teatzyman  shall  sit  on  the  «s- 
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mination  of  a  tninitter  belonging  to  the  perieh 
riisrein  auch  ▼estrynian  reeidet ;  the  examina- 
ioo  ahall  be  held  in  the  pariah  where  the  acco- 
•d  minister  officiates,  and  at  a  place  to  be  ap- 
oiDted  by  the  vestry  ;  the  judges  shall  appoint 

elerk  occasionally  for  such  examinations. 

XXX.  Complaints  against  a  minister  shall  be 
lecived  from  the  vestry  of  the  parish  where  the 
linister  officiates,  and  from  no  other  person  or 
arsons  whatsoever  ;  they  shsll  be  signed  by  a 
Muority  of  a  vestry,  without  which  no  com- 
lamt  shall  be  received ;  they  shall  be  directed 
»  a  bishop,  or  to  the  persons  who  may  be  ap- 
MOted  by  the  Convention  with  authority  to 
leeive  such  complaints,  and  to  direct  courts  of 
lamination  ;  in  every  complaint,  the  offence  or 
bnces  shall  be  stated,  and  the  minister  shall 
I  fiumished  with  a  copy  of  the  charges  brought 
{■mat  him,  and  with  notice  of  his  intended  ex- 
nfoation,  at  least  one  month  befbre  the  ex- 
aination  ;  vivd  voce  evidence  only  ahall  be  ad- 
ttted,  and  that  on  oath,  and  counsel  may  be 
^oyed  on  both  sides. 

jtXXI.  Disorderly,  scandalous,  and  immoral 
nduct,  neglect  of  duty,  a  disregard  to  the 
las  and  canons  of  the  church,  or  uking  a 
be  to  recommend  either  for  ordination  or  a 
nab,  are  to  be  considered  as  among  the  offences 
'  which  a  minister  may  be  brought  to  trial. 

XXXII.  The  bishop,  or  persons  vested  with 
thority  for  this  purpose,  shall,  on  receiving  a 
oqjlatnt  against  any  minister,  immediately  in- 
tate  a  court,  as  before  described,  to  examine 

0  the  complaint,  and  shall  take  care  that  the 
niaters  and  vestrymen  who  are  to  compose 

1  court  shall  be  informed  in  time.  The 
liop,  or  persons  so  vested  with  authority,  shall 
a  the  accused  person  before  the  appointed 
nrt,  which  shall  (unless  the  accused  person  is 
iranted  from  attending  by  sickness)  proceed 
azamine  the  testimony  against  the  offender, 
i  take  the  depositions  of  uie  witnesses. 

XXXIII.  Deacons  behaving  in  a  scandalous, 
orderly,  or  immoral  manner,  or  who  neglect 
I  daty  they  have  undertaken,  shall,  on  full 
d  satisfactory  proof,  be  suspended  or  silenced 

the  bishop  until  the  sense  of  the  Convention 
■n  be  known.  And  the  salary  accruing  during 
B  suspension  of  a  minister  or  deacon,  who  is 
arward  found  guilty,  shall  go  to  the  vestry  for 
9  ase  of  the  church. 

XXXIV.  Bishops  shall  visit  the  different 
fishes  under  their  inspection  once  in  three 
an  at  least ;  of  which  visitation  the  cler^ 
eharch- wardens  shall  have  timely  notice  ;  in 
■ir  Tiaitation,  they  ahall  confirm  such  as  choose 
rsesivs  confirmation ;  they  shall  inspect  the 


stats  of  the  parishes,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
clergy,  who  snail  give  them  what  information 
they  can  respecting  such  ecclesiastical  matters 
as  they  msy  choose  to  be  informed  of 

XXX  V.  Bishops  shall  hold  ordinations  at  soch 
times  and  places  as  they  may  judge  necessary 
and  convenient. 

XXXVI.  Bishops,  after  every  visitation,  shall 
report  the  state  of^  the  church  in  the  diffsrent 
parishes  to  the  Convention. 

XXXVII.  No  minister  or  bishop  shall  bs 
allowed  to  hold  more  than  one  parish  at  the 
same  time.  Nevertheless,  a  minister  may,  if 
called  thereto  by  the  vestry,  preach  in  a  neigh- 
bouring parish  or  parishes  during  a  vacancy  in 
such  parish  or  parishes,  and  may  receive  a  com- 
pensation for  his  services,  provided  he  has  the 
consent  of  his  own  vestry,  and  shall  not  neglect 
the  duties  of  his  parish. 

XXXVIII.  Every  minister  shall  reside  within 
his  parish,  unless  a  majority  of  his  vestry  shall 
agree  to  dispense  with  his  residence,  snd  shall 
at  no  time  leave  it  for  more  than  one  month 
without  the  consent  of  the  said  vestry. 

XXXIX.  Ministers  shall,  at  their  churches 
and  other  convenient  places,  instruct  children, 
and  such  ignorant  persons  as  may  require  it,  in 
their  catechism,  and  the  priiKiples  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion  as  maintained  by  inis  church :  Pro- 
vided this  duty  may  be  dispensed  with  during 
the  inclement  winter  months.  They  shall  also 
explain  the  nature  of  confirmation,  and  instruct 
and  prepare  their  parishioners  for  it. 

XL.  Ministers  snd  deacons  shall  wear  a  sur- 
plice during  the  time  of  prayer  at  public  wor- 
ship, in  places  where  they  are  provided  ;  ahall 
wear  gowns  when  ihev  preach,  where  they  con- 
veniently can  ;  and  shall  at  all  times  wear  ap- 
parel suited  to  the  gravity  of  their  profession. 

XLI.  Ministers  and  deacons  may  encourage 
people  to  assemble  together  in  small  societies 
at  convenient  times  for  their  edification,  and 
may  visit,  superintend,  and  instruct  such  socie- 
ties at  their  meetings  ;  provided  they  shall  not 
do  it  to  the  encouragement  of  idleness,  or  to 
the  injury  of  private  families. 

XLII.  Ministers  officiating  in  this  church, 
whether  bishops,  priests,  or  deacons,  shall  preach 
once  at  least  on  every  Lord*s  dsy,  and  at  other 
stated  seasons,  unless  prevented  by  some  suffi- 
cient cause  ;  they  may  at  their  diacretion  preach 
also  at  other  times,  when  opportunities  shall 
offer  of  edifying  the  church ;  bishops  and  priests 
shall  administer  the  sacrament  at  least  four  times 
in  the  year,  at  each  church  or  place  of  worship 
in  their  respective  parishes,  and  shall  visit  the 
sick  when  called  on  for  that  purpose. 


CONVENTION  OF   1788. 

Tbs  hope  was  at  one  time  entertained  that  a  copy  could  be  procured  of  the  proceeding!  of 
sry  Convention  which  has  been  held  in  Virginia,  and  no  pains  nave  been  spared  on  the  part  of 
>  aathor  of  this  work  to  obtain  such  copies.  In  some  few  instances,  however,  his  efforts  have 
n  fruitless ;  and  he  has  been  led  to  doubt  whether  anv  record  of  two  or  three  of  the  earlier 
mrentions  is  now  in  existence.  He  has  nsTsr  seen  or  nsard  of  a  copy  of  the  procssdingi  of 
I  CoDTsntion  of  1788L 
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On  1  motion,  Reflolved,  That  the  tmtiurer 
De  directed  to  pay  to  the  two  deputies  appoint- 
ed to  attend  the  next  General  Convention  the 
sum  of  forty  ponndti  each. 

Reaolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed 
to  pay  to  Mr.  William  Pierce  the  sum  of  five 
pounds  for  his  services. 


Reaolved,  That  the  treaaorar  be  alkmed  ih» 
sum  of  twenty  pounds  for  his  Uat  year*a  aeificefc 
The  Convention  then  adjourned. 
Si|;ned  by  order  of  the  Convention, 

James  Madison,  PreaideBL 
Attest,        J.  BiACKKM,  Secretaiy. 

M.  Anokisox,  Sec.  fro  im. 


JounuU  of  a  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  m  Virgimu,  held  at  the  PuMk 

Buildings,  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  May  16//t,  1787. 

A  List  of  the  Mbmbcrs  of  the  Convention. 


Coanties. 
Brunswick^ 

Caroline, 

Charlea  City, 

Chesterfield, 

Fairfax, 
Gloucester, 
Frederick, 
Goochland, 

Hanover, 

Henrico, 
James  City, 
King  and  Queen, 

King  William, 

Lunenburg, 
New  Kent, 
Norfolk, 
Northumberland, 

Powhatan, 

Prince  George, 

Spotsylvania, 

Williamsburg, 
York, 


Parishes. 

St.  Andrews, 
i  Drysdale, 
I  St.  Assph, 
i  St.  Margaret, 

Westover, 

J  Dale, 
Manchester, 
Fairfax, 
Abingdon, 
Frederick, 
St.  Jas.  Northam, 


Clergymen. 

Jesse  Carter. 
James  Taylor. 
Archibald  Dick. 
Benjamin  Blagrove. 


D.  Griffith. 


S 


St.  Paul, 

St.  Martina, 
Henrico, 
James  City, 
St.  Stephens, 
St.  John, 

St.  David, 

Cumberland, 
Blisland, 
St.  Brides, 
W^icomico, 

iSoutham, 
King  WilUam, 

Bristol, 
4  St.  George, 
f  Berkeley, 

Bruton, 

York  Hampton, 


John  Buchanan. 
James  Madison. 

Henry  Sky  ring. 

James  Craig. 

Needier  Robinson. 
John  Leiand. 
John  H.  Saunders. 


John  Cameron. 


John  Bracken. 
Samuel  Shield. 


Lay  Deputies^ 
John  Jonea. 

John  Baylor. 
Robert  MickJeboroiigk 

Jeiman  Baker. 
C  David  Patteraon. 
<  George  Markham. 

Bryan  Fairfax. 
(  John  Paffe. 
(  Thomas  Lewis. 

James  "Wood. 
(  Thomas  Underwood. 
c  Major  Saunders. 

iJohn  Pendleton. 
Thomaa  Tinsley. 
Garland  Anderson. 


Thomas  Hill. 

W^m.  D.  Claiborne. 
(  Wm.  Spiller. 
(  Ben.  Temple. 

Henry  Stolces. 

Burwell  Bassett. 

David  BaU. 

Littlebury  Mosley. 
(  John  Harris. 
\  Thomas  Turpin. 

John  Shore. 

Thomas  Ryan. 

Beverley  Winslow. 

Robert  Andrews. 

Wm.  Nelson. 


Wkdnesdav,  May  16. 

Thc  Convention  met,  and  there  not  being  a 
sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to 
business,  adjourned  till  to-morrow  10  o'clock. 

Thursday,  May  17. 

The  Convention  having  met,  the  Rev.  J. 
Bracken  was  unanimously  appointed  Secretary 
to  the  Convention. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  was  unanimously  elect- 
ed President. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  the  certificates  of  appoint- 
ment of  the  sitting  members. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  the  Hon. 
James  Wood,  Rev.  Mr.  Madison,  Rev.  Mr. 
Cameron,  and  Mr.  Pendleton. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Madison,  firom  the  standing 


committee,  laid  before  the  Convention  the  joor* 
nal  of  a  General  Convention  held  at  Philadel^uii 
September  27, 1786,  the  journal  of  another  G«- 
eral  Convention,  held  at  Wilmington,  Oetobff 
10,  1786,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  standiB| 
committee,  with  some  other  papers,  which  werv 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  Conventiflo 
will,  in  their  proceedings,  observe  the  standing 
rules  of  the  House  of  Delecrates  so  far  as  they 
may  be  applicable  ;  except  that  the  Convention 
will  not  on  any  occasion  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Convention,  that  the 
president  shall,  in  the  chair,  enioy,  in  commoD 
with  the  other  members  of  the  Convention,  the 
right  of  delivering  his  sentiment  on  any  questtoe, 
and  that  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  not  be  called 
for  on  any  question. 
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Her.  Mr.  Lelaad  rapoftad  tha  proceedings  of 
tlM  examining  court,  had  on  the  trial  of  Edward 
Jonea,  clerk,  rector  of  the  pariah  of  Northfarn- 
kam,  Northumberland  county,  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  frame  sach  rules  and  regulations 
Ibr  the  government  of  the  church,  as  the  repeal 
of  the  act  of  incorporation  has  rendered  neces- 
aarr,  and  to  revise  the  canons  formerly  made, 
and  prepare  such  alterations  in  them  as  the 
present  situation  of  the  church  reouires. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Madison,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bracken,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Shield,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Cameron,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Craiff,  the  Honourable 
James  Wood,  Mr.  Underwood,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr. 
Andrews,  Mr.  Pendleton,  and  Mr.  Nelson. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  General  Convention  held  in 
Philadelphia  in  June,  1786,  the  proceedings  of 
another  General  Convention  held  in  Wilming- 
ton in  October,  1786,  and  the  other  papers  laid 
before  this  Convention  by  the  standing  com- 
mittee, and  that  they  report  thereon. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Dick,  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Rev.  Mr.  Ryan, 
Rev.  Mr.  Fairfax,  Rev.  Mr.  Leland,  Major  Saun- 
ders, Mr.  Baylor,  Mr.  Shore,  and  Mr.  T.  I>twi8. 

The  Convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  10 
o'clock. 

Friday,  May  18. 

The  Convention  havinff  met,  according  to 
adjournment,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Madison,  from  the 
committee  appointed  to  frame  such  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  church 
as  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  incorporation  has 
rendered  necessary,  and  to  revise  the  canons 
Ibnneriy  made,  reported.  That  they  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the 
bosioese  to  them  referred;  and  had  in  conse- 
quence thereof  prepared  an  ordinance  for  ap- 
pointing vestries  and  other  purposes ;  and  had 
also  gone  through  the  revision  of  the  canons. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  ordinance  and  revision 
of  the  canons  be  now  received  and  read. 

On  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  ordinance  for 
appointing  vestries  and  for  other  purposes  be 
read  a  second  time. 

The  ordinance  for  appointing  vestries  and  for 
olhar  purposes  was  read  a  second  time,  and, 
with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  transcribed 
and  read  to-morrow  a  third  time. 

On  iftnotioo.  Ordered,  That  the  rules  for  the 
Older,  government,  and  discipline  of  the  Prot- 
aatant  Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia,  be  now 
read  a  second  time. 

The  rules  for  the  order,  i^vemment,  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  beinff 
read  a  second  time,  and  amended,  were  ordered 
to  be  transcribed  with  the  amendments,  and 
load  to-morrow  a  third  time. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Dick,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  take  under  their  consideration  the 
proceedings  of  a  General  Convention  held  at 
Philadelphia  in  Jane,  1786»  and  also  tha  pco- 


ceedings  of  another  Oenaral  Convention  he] 
at  WUmington  in  October,  1786,  and  the  othi 
papers  laid  before  this  Convention  by  the  stanc 
mg  committee,  reported.  That  they  had,  ai 
cording  to  order,  gone  through  the  busineaa  I 
them  referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolt 
tions  thereon,  which  were  read,  and. 

On  a  motion.  Ordered  to  be  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Jones,  Mi 
Underwood,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Madison,  the  Rei 
Mr.  Shield,  and  Mr.  Andrews,  be  added  to  th 
aforesaid  committee. 

On  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  treasarer  b 
requested  to  lay  his  accounts  before  the  Con 
vention  to-morrow. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Conventioi 
will,  to-morrow,  proceed  by  ballot  to  appoin 
deputies  to  the  next  General  Convention. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  till  to 
morrow,  10  o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  19. 

The  Convention  havins  met,  according  U 
adjournment,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dick,  from  the  com 
mittee  appointed  to  take  under  consideratioi 
the  proceedings  of  a  General  Convention  helc 
in  Philadelphia  in  Juue,  1786,  the  proceedinffi 
of  another  General  Convention  held  in  WU 
mingtou  in  October,  1786,  and  the  other  papen 
laid  before  this  Convention  by  the  standin| 
committee,  reported.  That  they  had,  accoidin| 
to  order,  gone  through  the  business  to  then 
referred,  and  had  come  to  several  resolution! 
thereon,  which  were  read,  and,  when  amended 
agreed  to,  as  follows : — 

I.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  thii 
committee,  that  the  recommenoation  to  thi 
churches  therein  represented,  not  to  receivi 
to  the  pastoral  charge,  within  their  respective 
limits,  clergymen  professing  canonical  subjec- 
tion to  any  bishop,  in  any  state  or  country, 
other  than  those  bishops  who  may  be  duly  set- 
tled in  the  slates  represented  in  the  said  Gen- 
eral Convention,  ought  to  be  acceded  to. 

II.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  thii 
committee,  that  the  1st,  8d,  8d,  6th,  6th,  7th,  8th, 
10th,  and  1 1th  articles  of  the  General  Constitu- 
tion be  acceded  to,  and  that  the  4th  and  9tfa 
articles  be  also  acceded  to,  but  as  articles  of  i 
temporary  nature,  and  not  as  forming  a  part  of 
the  General  Constitution. 

III.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  thii 
committee,  that  the  recommendation  from  tha 
General  Convention  not  to  admit  any  person  as 
a  minister  within  this  church  who  should  receive 
ordination  (torn  any  bishop  residing  in  America, 
during  the  application  pending  to  the  English 
bishops  for  episcopal  consecration,  cannot  ba 
cornpiied  with. 

IV.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  the  deputies  to  be  appointed  to 
attend  the  next  General  Convention,  be  instmct- 
ed  to  move  the  Greneral  Convention  to  expunge 
the  words,  *'  He  descended  into  hell,"  inserted 
in  the  Apostles'  Creed  by  the  General  Conven- 
tion held  at  Wilmm^n,  and  also  whatevoi 
relates  to  the  restoration  of  the  Nicene  Creed. 

V.  Recolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tbii 
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conmittee,  that  the  theratHm  made  in  the  fonn 
of  eabecription  pretcribed  in  the  10th  article  of 
the  General  Constitution  is  not  necessary,  the 
object  of  it  appearing  to  as  to  be  provided  for 
bj  what  are  called  the  4th,  9th,  and  10th  articles 
of  the  Genersl  Constitution. 

VI.  Resolved,  That  the  recommendation  from 
the  General  Convention  to  the  Convention  of 
the  several  states,  to  authorize  and  empower 
their  deputies  to  the  next  General  Convention, 
after  a  bishop  or  bishops  shall  be  obtained  in 
the  church,  to  confirm  and  ratify  a  General 
Constitution  respecting  both  the  doctrine  and 
discipline  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
of  the  United  States  of  Amenca,  ought  to  be 
complied  with. 

VII.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  the  standing  committee  have 
shown  a  proper  and  diliffent  attention  to  the  in- 
terests of  this  church  (Turing  the  recess  of  the 
Convention. 

The  Hon.  James  Wood,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  certificates  of  appoint- 
ment of  the  sitting  members,  reported.  That  they 
had,  according  to  order,  examined  the  business  to 
them  referred,  and  hsd  come  to  a  resolution  there- 
on, whkh  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  two  deputies  be 
appointed  to  attend  the  General  Convention. 

The  Convention,  according  to  order,  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  deputies  to  attend  the  next 
General  Convention ;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shield  and 
Mr.  Jones  were  appointed  to  examine  the  ballots, 
who,  havinff  withdrawn  and  examined  the  same, 
reported.  That  thev  had  found  the  numbers  for  the 
ieveral  persons  balloted  for  to  be  as  followeth : — 

Mr.  Andrews,  34 ;  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith,  23 ;  Rev. 
Mr.  Madison,  13. 

And,  it  appearing  from  the  report,  that  a  ma- 
joritv  of  the  whole  Convention  was  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Andrews  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith, 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  Mr.  Andrews  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith  be  appointed  deputies  to 
attend  the  next  General  Convention  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church. 

The  treasurer,  according  to  order,  laid  his 
accounts  before  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee ; 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Skyring,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Underwood, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Craig. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be 
ai^inted  to  draw  up  a  recommendation  of  one 
'Umfonn  mode  of  supporting  the  clergy  in  this 
sUte ;  and  a  commiitee  was  appointed  of  Mr. 
Jones,  Mr.  Page,  Hon.  James  Wood,  Mr.  Baker, 
Mr.  Andrews,  Rev.  Mr.  Madison,  Rev.  Mr. 
Cameron,  Rev.  Mr.  Shield,  Rev.  Mr.  Craig, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Skyrioff. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  an  address  be 
prepared  to  the  members  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
cooal  Church  in  this  state,  and  that  it  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  last  appointed  to  draught 
the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  be  pat  off 
till  Monday  next. 

The  Convention  adjoamed  till  Monday,  7 
9'clock. 


Monday,  Mat  SI. 

The  Convention  having  met,  according  tt 
adjournment,  Mr.  Baker,  from  the  comnuttee 

appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accoonts^ 
reported,  That  they  had,  according  to  order,  ex- 
amined the  same,  had  found  them  fairly  atated, 
and  that  the  balance  remaining  in  hia  hands  wis 
103/.  6m.  \Okd. 

The  ordinance  for  appomting  vestries  and 
trustees,  and  for  other  purposes,  having  bcci 
fairly  transcribed,  it  was  read,  and  the  Uanki 
filled  up  ;  snd  then  it  was  resolved  that  the  said 
ordinance  do  pass. 

The  rules  and  canons  for  regulating  the  order, 
government,  and  discipline  of  the  Protestant  Epi^ 
copal  Church  in  Virginia  having  been  fairly  traoa* 
cribed,  were  read,  and  the  blanks  filled  up,  and 
then  it  was  resolved  that  the  said  rules  do  psss. 

Mr.  Jones,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  and  recommend  one  uniform  mode  of 
supporting  the  clergy,  reported.  That  they  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  consideratkm  the 
business  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  soais 
resolutions  thereon,  which  were  read  and  agreed 
to,  as  followeth  : — 

In  order  that  one  uniform  mode  of  supporting 
the  derey  may  be  adopted  throughout  thia  chmch. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
church-wardens  or  trustees  in  the  different  par- 
ishes, where  the  incumbent  is  not  satisfied  with 
the  provision  already  made  for  him,  so  soon  as 
convenient  after  vestries  and  trustees  are  doly 
elected,  to  convene  the  members  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  in  their  respective 
parishes,  and  propose  to  such  members,  whm 
convened,  that  they  do  there  deliberate  and  da- 
termine  upon  the  sum  which  they  are  willing 
annually  to  contribute  to  the  su|M>ort  q(  the 
minister ;  and  that  they  do,  by  their  voluntary 
consent,  authorize  the  vestry  to  receive  onefa 
sum  from  the  members  of  the  said  church  in 
proportion  to  the  titheables  possessed  by  each. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  further  reconmiended  to 
the  different  parishes,  that  they  do  agree  aoch 
sum,  when  fixed  upon,  shall  be  permanent,  until 
changed  or  altered  by  a  majority  of  the  society. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  dil^ 
ferent  church-wardens  to  have  similar  provision 
made  for  the  clerks,  sextons,  and  neceasaiy  as* 
penses  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Jones,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  an  address  to  the  members  ofthe  Plrw* 
estant  Episcopal  Church,  reported.  That  tb^ 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideration 
the  business  to  them  referred,  and  had  ffrepaied 
the  same,  which  was  read  aiid  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

The  Address  of  the  Convention  to  the  Membenef 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  VirgmuL 

We,  your  pastors  and  kiy  depotiea,  in  Con- 
vention assembled,  hsve,  by  the  favour  of  Divma 
Providence,  and  according  to  the  privilege  secv- 
red  by  the  laws  of  the  country  to  every  society 
of  Christians  of  managing  its  own  temporml  coih 
corns,  and  of  regulaung  its  discipline  and  wor- 
ship,  instituted  certain    fundamental  f»ffffB«^ 
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made  iMcetnrj  by  the  repeal  of  the  incorpora- 
ting act,  and  have  framed  rulea  for  the  order, 
discipline,   and  worship  of  our  church.     We 
think,  however,  that  to  discharge  fully  the  duty 
we  owe  on  this  occasion  to  God  and  to  you,  it 
it  hacumbent  on  us  briefly  to  put  you  in  mind 
of  some  things  which  remain  for  you  to  do,  and 
to  which,  if  you  do  not  attend,  all  our  labours 
here  must  be  ineffectual.    To  render  our  church 
truly  respectable,  and  our  institutions  of  service 
to  the  cause  of  Christianity,  a  general  and  reg- 
nter  attendance  on  public  worship,  and  the  con- 
■tant  practice  of  piety  and  morality,  in  all  times 
•nd  in  all  places,  are  indispensable.     This  is  so 
obrioQS,  that  we  trust  we  need  only  mention  it 
to  yoQ.     A  moderate  but  adequate  provision  for 
your  pastor,  is  another  thing  which  must  claim 
your  attention  and  exertions.     Both  Scripture 
and  common  sense  point  out  this  to  be  your 
duty,  and  the  omission  of  it  involves  conse- 
qnenees  which  no  real  Christian  can  think  of 
without  horror.     The  want  of  proper  teachers 
must  be  the  effect  of  this  omission  ;  and  igno- 
rance and  error,  with  all  their  train  of  evils,  will 
foUow.     The  very  idea  of  being  the  author  of 
so  great  an  injury  to  the  temporal  and  eternal 
ooDcems  of  mankind  must  rouse  and  alarm  you  ; 
and,  we  trust,  will  excite  your  most  serious  en- 
deavours  to  provide  for  the  preservation  of  the 
pare  doctrines  of  religion.     The  general  affairs 
of  our  church  also  require  from  you  a  small  con- 
tribution.    We  have  been  careful  to  frame  our 
institations  of  a  nature  as  simple  and  unex- 
pensive  as  possible  ;  but  we  could  not  constitute 
a  church  which  would  call  for  no  support  from 
its  members.     Recommending  these  things  to 
yoor  attention,  and  you  to  the  Almighty  gui- 
dance and  protection,  we  are  your  affectionate 
brethren  in  Christ. 

On  a  motion,  Ordered,  That  200  copies  of 
the  ordinance  for  regulating  the  appointment  of 
vestries,  dec.,  and  of  the  address  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  be  im- 
mediately printed  ;  and  that  the  treasurer  be  re- 
qvested  to  transmit  them  to  the  several  parishes. 

I.  On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  several 
parishea  of  this  state  be  divided  into  24  dis- 
tricts, for  assembling  the  ministers  annually  in 
presbytery,  and  for  other  purposes,  aa  set  forth 
m  the  eighth  Canon. 

II.  Resolved,  That  the  24  districts  be  ad- 
fistsd  according  to  the  senatorial  division,  ex- 
espt  where  the  line  of  a  district  divides  a  parish  ; 
in  which  case,  the  parish  so  divided  shall  be 
considered  as  belonging  to  that  district  in  which 
its  glebe  is  situated. 

III.  Resolved,  That  the  several  visiters  ap- 
pointed by  the  last  Convention  be  continued  in 
their  respective  districts,  as  thereby  provided ; 
except  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fairfax  oe  appointed 
visiter  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Griffith,  nominated 
to  be  biahop ;  and  the  Rev.  John  H.  Saunders 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Leigh,  deceased. 

rV.  Resolved,  That  three  committees  be  ap- 
pointed to  grant  teatimoniala  to  citizens,  canai- 
ialos  for  pariahes,  who  may  apply  within  the 
divisions  of  the  same. 

y.  Rosolfod,  That  the  first  or  aonthem  di- 


vision be  bounded  by  James  river  and  the 
North  Carolina  line,  extending  westward  to  the 
limits  of  this  state. 

VI.  Resolved,  That  the  second  division  be  be- 
tween James  river  and  Rappahannock,  extend- 
ing westward  to  the  limits  of^this  state,  and  that 
it  mclude  the  two  counties  on  the  eaatem  ahore. 

VII.  Resolved,  That  the  third  diviaion  be 
that  tract  of  country  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Northern  Neck,  and  that  it  include  all  the  ter- 
ritory not  comprehended  within  the  two  former 
divisions. 

VJII.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Craig,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gerard,  Col. 
Banister,  Mr.  Robert  Boiling,  Mr.  Jerman  Baker, 
or  any  three  of  them,  be  appointed  a  committee 
for  the  first  division. 

IX.  Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Edmund  Pen- 
dleton, the  Rev.  Mr.  Dick,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Waugh, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Gilchrist,  and  Mr. 
Hoomes,  be  appointed  a  committee  for  the 
second  division,  or  any  three  of  them. 

X.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grajrson, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fairfax,  Mr. 
Fitihugh,  of  Chatham,  Mr.  Jesse  Ewell,  and  Dr. 
Brown,  be  appointed  a  committee  for  the  third 
division,  or  any  three  of  them. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Madison,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bracken,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Shield,  the  Hon.  John  Blair,  Mr.  Page,  of  Rose- 
well,  and  Mr.  Andrews,  be  appointed  a  standing 
committee ;  and  that  they  have  power  to  cor- 
respond with  the  Protestant  archbiahops  and 
bishops  in  Europe,  and  with  any  society  or  so- 
cieties of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
these  United  States,  on  any  matters  relating  tc 
the  church  ;  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Convention 
whensoever  it  shall  to  them  seem  necessary  ; 
to  receive  complaints  against  the  clergy,  and  to 
direct  courts  of  examination  pursuant  to  the 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  church  ;  to 
grant  testimonials  to  all  persons  candidatea  for 
parishes,  and  not  citizens  of  this  state,  who 
may  apply  for  the  same ;  to  make  such  repre- 
sentations on  behalf  of  the  church  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  expedient ;  to  give  advice  on 
difficulties  propounded  to  them  concerning  the 
church  during  the  receas  of  Convention ;  and 
to  do  all  other  things  recommended  by  the  Con- 
vention, and  not  by  them  assigned  to  others  to 
execute  ;  and  to  report  their  proceedings  to 
every  succeeding  Convention. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  all  reasonablo 
expenses  be  allowed  the  deputies  appointed  to 
attend  the  next  General  Convention,  and  that 
the  sum  of  thirty  pounds  be  advanced  to  them 
on  account. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  sUndinf 
committee,  without  delay,  request  of  the  Rig[ht 
Rev.  Dr.  White,  Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Provost,  bishop  of  the  said 
church  in  the  State  of  New- York,  that  they» 
or  either  of  them,  admit  to  consecration  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Griffith,  nominated  by  the  laat  Con- 
vention bishop  of  the  church  in  this  state. 

On  a  moUon,  Resolved,  That  the  aUnding 
committee  be  inthorized  to  qtpoint  a  dapnty  or 


■Moner  m  ihiJl  to  Uwin  men  mott  advisable. 

Ob  a  motion,  RmoIvm,  That  the  memben 
of  this  Conventioo  proceed  to  sign  the  testimo- 
nials of  the  ReT.  Dr.  Griffith. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  different  parishes  to  pro? ide  funds 
for  the  education  of  two  youths  frcnn  their  early 
years,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  properly  quali- 
fied for  discharging  the  important  duties  of  the 
ministry  in  this  church.  And  towards  effecting 
this  purpose,  be  it  further  recommended  to  the 
clergy,  to  preach  annually  a  chanty  sermon  in 
their  respective  parishes,  and  transmit  the  moner 
so  collected  to  toe  treasurer,  which  money  shaU 
be  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  bishop  and  the 
standing  committee,  who  shall  conjointly  have 
the  direction  of  the  education  of  the  two  youths. 

And  be  it  further  resolfed.  That  the  choice 
of  such  youths  shall  reside  in  the  bishop  and  the 
standing  committee. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be 
allowed  five  per  cent  on  all  moneys  received 
nnce  last  Convention. 

On  a  motion.  Resolved,  That  150  copies  of 
the  Journal  of  this  Convention  be  printed  under 
the  inspection  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan. 

On  a  motion,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Pierce  be 
allowed  the  sum  of  fife  pounds  for  his  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Convention  be  called 
to  meet  in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned. 

«  D.  GiirriTR,  President 

J.  BiACKBN,  Secretary. 


>«  OEDINANCB  FOE  BBOULATIIIG  TAB  APPOtlfT- 
MBMT  or  VBSTBIBS  AlID  TBUSTBBS,  AND  FOB 
OTHBB   PVBFOSBS. 

Whbbbas  an  act  of  General  Assembly,  which 


rating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cfa 
and  are  hereby  deciarad  and  admoi 
trustees  for  the  membaia  of  tka 
Episcopal  Church,  ontil  a  new  eloi 
take  place,  and  to  hold  the  propettj 
and  personal,  belonffiqg  to  tiie  said 
their  use  and  benefit,  subject  to  so 
tions  as  shall  be  made  from  time  to  t 
Convention  of  deputies  elected  by  th 
of  the  said  church.  And  be  it  fimht 
that  as  soon  as  may  be  after  notice  o 
nance,  the  late  chuich-wardena,  or 
two  reputable  inhabitants  (bein^  ■ 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church)  m  a 
do  call  together,  at  some  conveni«il 
place,  by  notice  duly  given,  all  ^  i 
and  housekeepers  in  such  parish  wbc 
bars  of  the  said  church,  tad  contrib 
support  thereof;  then  and  there  to  d 
of  the  most  able  and  discreet  men  < 
cietv  to  be  a  vestry  for  such  paiieh,  ai 
of  their  property ;  to  continue  in  oAc 
Monday  m  Easter-week,  in  the  year  oi 
seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  on  1 
fair,  otherwise  the  next  day  which  i 
shall  be  a  new  election  of  vestfymen 
elections  shall  continue  to  be 


on  Easter-Monday,  if  fair,  or  tha  nai 
UDtil  the  Convention  shall  otberwiaa  i 
termediate  vacancies  occaaioood  bj 
moval,  or  resignation,  to  be  fiUed  bj  f 
ing  vestrymen,  and  those  so  chooan  1 
the  period  of  the  next  general  ebetia 

Every  vestryman,  Mfore  ho  aeti 
shall  subscribe  in  vestiy  to  be  eon! 
the  doctrine,  discipline,  and  wotafaip  < 
estant  Episcopal  Church. 

Each  vestiy,  at  their  first  mnetiiif 
election,  shall  choose  two  of  their  n 
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•f  ths  locitty,  tnd  mtj  improve  or  demita  Uie 
lands  during  the  vacancy  of  a  minister  ;  but  may 
not  demise  lands  allowed  for  the  minister's  hab- 
itation or  use,  when  they  have  one,  without  his 
consent.  They  may  also  use,  improve,  or  dis- 
poee  of  all  personal  property,  and  the  produce, 
nnts,  and  profits  of  lands  (not  appropnated  for 
the  minister)  belonging  to  the  church,  for  the 
heoe&t  of  the  society,  in  erecting  or  repairing 
chorchea,  glebe-bouses,  or  otherwise  ;  and  may 
make  such  rules  and  orders  for  managing  the 
temporal  afiairs  and  concerns  of  the  church, 
within  their  respective  parishes,  as  they  shall 
think  most  conducive  to  its  interest  and  pros- 
perity, And  for  carrying  into  execution  such 
orders  and  rules  for  government  and  discipline, 
or  other  spiritusl  purposes,  as  shall  be  directed 
by  this  or  any  future  Convention.  They  shall 
hiave  the  sole  power  of  directing  the  payment 
of  money  belonging  to  the  church  within  their 
leapective  parishes,  and  of  appointing  a  clerk, 
treasurer,  and  collector,  when  they  think  neces- 
euy.  All  of  which  proceedings  shall  be  fairly 
entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose. 

A  meeting  of  the  body  (to  be  called  by  the 
minister,  or,  if  he  be  absent,  or,  in  case  of  s 
vacancy,  by  the  church-wardens,  or  by  a  church- 
warden, if  but  one  within  tbe  parish,  or  by  any 
two  vestrymen,  if  there  be  no  mmister  or  church- 
warden) shsU  be  had  as  often  as  is  necessary, 
the  minister  to  have  a  vote  equal  to,  and  not 
greater  than  a  vestryman  in  all  questions,  ex- 
cept for  the  demise  of  the  glebe-lands  assigned 
for  his  residence  or  use,  in  which  he  shall  nave 
A  negative.  Seven  members  shall  be  sufficient 
Co  constitute  a  meeting,  and  all  questions  shsll 
be  decided  by  a  majority  of  those  present. 

Future  Conventions  shall  consist  of  two  depu- 
ties from  each  parish,  of  whom  the  minister 
riiall  be  one,  if  there  be  a  minister,  the  other  a 
lavman,  to  be  annually  chosen  by  the  vestry, 
who  shall  also  choose  another  where  there  is  no 
minister  io  the  parish.  And  twenty -five  deputies 
thos  qualified  and  appointed  shall  be  a  O>nvention. 

Conventions  shall  re^ulste  all  the  religious 
concerns  of  the  church,  its  doctrines,  discipline. 
And  Worship,  and  institute  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  tney  may  judge  necessary  for  the  good 
government  thereof,  and  the  same  revoke  and 
alter  at  their  pleasure. 


CANONS. 

I.  CoNVBNTiONs  shslI  be  holden  annually  on 
tbe  first  Wednesday  in  May,  provided  neverthe- 
less, that  if  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to 
form  a  Convention  shall  not  attend  on  the  said 
day,  any  five  then  assembled  shall  have  power 
to  adjourn. 

II.  A  person  shall  preside  in  Convention  with 
the  name  of  president,  who  shall  always  be  a 
bishop,  when  there  is  one  present  properly  con- 
eecrated  and  settled  in  the  church,  till  which 
time  a  president  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Con- 
Tention  out  of  their  own  body ;  if  more  than 
one  biahojp  is  found  necessary  in  this  church, 
they  ahalf  preside  alternately. 

ni.  A  secretAiy  shall  be  appointed  by  the 


Convention,  who  sfaalTeontiBoe  in  oflice  darioji 
good  behavioor,  who  shall  keep  a  record  of  their 
resolves  and  proceedings,  ajMi  have  the  records 
in  his  custody  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  in 
o&ce. 

IV.  Standing  rules  shall  be  established  for 
tbe  preservation  of  decorum,  and  the  orderly 
management  of  business. 

V.  All  questions,  whether  they  relste  to  the 
order,  government,  disciplme,  doctrine,  or  wor- 
ship of  this  church,  or  to  any  other  matter  which 
is  properly  before  the  Convention,  shall  be  de- 
termined by  a  majority  of  votes. 

VI.  At  all  future  Conventions,  each  member 
(whether  minister  or  layman)  shall,  previous  to 
his  admission,  produce  a  testimonial  of  hia  being 
regularly  appointed,  which  testimonial  shall  be 
signed  by  one  or  both  of  the  church-wardens,  or 
by  the  clerk  of  the  respective  vestries. 

VII.  All  the  ordinances  and  other  proceed- 
ings of  tbe  Convention  shall  be  attested  by  the 
secretary. 

VIII.  The  clergy  of  several  neighboaring 
parishes,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than 
ten,  shall  assemble  in  presbytery  annually,  on 
tbe  second  Wednesday  in  April,  at  some  con- 
venient place  in  the  district,  to  be  appointed  by 
a  majority  of  the  ministers  in  the  same  district ; 
one  m  each  district  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Convention,  to  preside  at  their  meetings  with 
the  title  of  visiter,  who  shall  annually  viait  each 
parish  in  his  district — shall  attend  to  and  in- 
spect the  morals  and  conduct  of  the  clergy- 
snail  see  that  the  canons  and  rules  of  the  church 
are  observed,  and  that  no  abuses  are  practised 
— shall  admonish  and  reprove  privately  thoee 
clergymen  who  are  negligent,  or  act  in  an  un- 
becoming manner;  and  shall  report  yesrly  to 
the  bishop,  if  there  be  one,  or  if  there  be  no 
bishop,  to  the  next  Convention,  the  state  of  each 
parish  in  his  district,  noting  down  the  offenders 
and  their  offences. 

IX.  The  clergy  who  shall  minister  in  this 
church  shall  be  the  three  orders  of  bishops, 
priests,  and  deacons. 

X.  Every  person  hereafter  to  officiate  in  this 
church  as  a  bishop,  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Convention  ;  and  having  received  episcopal  con- 
secration before  he  enters  on  his  office,  shall 
subscribe  to  conform  to  the  doctrine,  discipline, 
and  worship  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
of  Virginia ;  and  no  person  shall  be  received 
into  the  church  as  a  bishop  until  he  shall  have 
completed  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 

XI.  As  we  conceive  the  office  of  a  bishop, 
according  to  the  true  apostolic  institution,  dif- 
fers in  nothing  from  that  of  other  ministers  of 
God*s  word,  except  in  the  power  of  ordination 
and  confirmation,  and  the  righu  of  superintend- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  clergy,  and  of  precedency 
in  ecclesisstical  assemblies,  that  office  shall  be 
accordingly  so  exercised  in  this  church ;  and 
every  bishop,  after  his  promotion  to  the  episcopal 
order,  shall  continue  to  hold  a  parish,  and  to  do 
the  duty  of  a  parish  minister,  except  when  he  is 
necessarily  employed  in  the  discnarge  of  his 
episcopal  office. 

XII.  No  bishop  shall  inflict  any  centore  upon, 
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or  emeite  toy  power  ovor,  the  clergy  under  hie 
iupection,  other  than  he  ie  ellowed  to  do  bj  the 
laws  and  inetitutiona  of  thie  church  made  in 
Convention. 

XIII.  No  prieat  or  minister  shall  hereafter 
be  received  into  any  parish  within  this  common- 
wealth, unless  he  first  produce  to  the  vestry 
anOicient  testimonials  of  his  having  been  reg- 
ularly ordained  a  priest  by  some  Protestant 
biahop,  and  of  havmg  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  this  conmionwealth,  and  subscribe  to  be  con- 
formable to  the  doctrine,  discipline,  and  worship 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  ;  nor  till  he 
ahall  have  entered  into  a  contract  in  writing 
with  the  vestry  or  trustees  on  behalf  of  the 
■ociety  within  such  parish,  by  which  it  shall  be 
•ti|nilated  and  declared  that  he  holds  the  ap- 
pomtment  subject  to  removal  upon  the  deter- 
minations of  the  Convention  of  the  Protesunt 
Episcopal  Church  in  this  state.  Phpovided,  That 
any  person  who  hath  been  ordained  by  a  bishop 
of  the  Church  of  Rome,  mav  also  be  received 
as  a  minister,  who  shall  produce  satisfactory 
testimonials  respecting  his  ordination,  morals, 
and  conduct,  renounce  the  errors  of  that  church, 
take  the  oath,  and  subscribe  aa  aforesaid. 

XIV.  No  minister  shall  hereafter  be  received 
into  a  parish  who  does  not  first  produce  to  the 
Testiy  satisfactory  testimonials  of  his  morals, 
conduct,  and  conversation,  from  the  person  or 
persons  appointed  by  the  Convention  to  inquire 
mto  such  matters,  and  grant  such  testimonials. 

XV.  The  right  of  presentation,  or  appointing 
ministers  to  serve  in  the  parishes,  shall  continue 
in  the  vestries,  and  each  vestry  shall  choose  its 
own  minister. 

XVI.  Every  person  to  be  ordained  priest  or 
deacon  by  any  bishop  of  ihis  church,  snail  pro- 
duce testimonials  of  his  good  morals  and  orderly 
conduct  from  the  clergy  assembled  in  the  district 
where  he  for  some  time  last  resided,  and  from 
the  vestry  of  the  parish  where  he  last  lived, 
provided  there  be  in  the  district  a  sufficient 
number  of  clergymen  to  form  a  presbytery  ; 
otherwise  a  testimonial  from  the  minister  and 
vestry  of  his  parish,  or  from  the  vestry  alone, 
if  the  parish  is  vacant,  shall  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient :  Provided  also,  the  candidate  is  not  an 
inhabitant  of  some  other  state.  No  person  shall 
be  ordained  until  due  examination  had  by  the 
bishop  and  two  priests. 

X  Vll.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  priest's 
orders  until  he  shall  have  completed  the  twenty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  is  assured  of  the 
willingness  of  some  parish  or  congregation  to 
receive  him  as  their  minister,  to  be  certified 
under  the  hands  of  the  church-wardens,  and  at- 
tested by  the  clerk  of  the  vestry. 

XVIII.  Every  person  who  shall  be  admitted 
either  to  priest's  or  deacon's  orders,  shall  be 
ordained  according  to  the  form  prescribed  in 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  &c.,  directed  to 
be  used  in  this  church  ;  but  no  person  shall  be 
ordained  priest  until  he  has  served  six  months 
in  the  oflice  of  deacon. 

XIX.  No  person  shall  be  ordained  deacon 
until  he  shall  have  completed  the  twenty-first 
year  of  hia  age. 


XX.  No  pereni  havii^  dMCon'a  orden  otkf 

shall  be  allowed  to  hold  a  pariah ;  boi  a  deacon 
may,  dnring  a  vacancy,  omciate  in  i  puuh,  if 
chosen  by  the  vestry  to  do  to ;  he  ahall  pnach  the 
gospel,  and  baptae ;  he  may  aasiit  in  adminietMb 
mg  the  saciament  of  the  Lord'a  Soppcv,  hot  not 
consecrate  the  elementa ;  he  may  aoUmnise  nioi<> 
riagea,  and  ahall  attend  to  the  aitnation  and  di^ 
cumstanceo  of  the  poor  when  it  may  be  neceoauj. 

XXI.  A  person  may  be  ordained  a  deaeon 
thouffh  he  shall  have  no  assurance  of  bol^f 
called  to  minister  in  a  pariah  or  congregatiai^ 
provided  his  testimcmials  and  qualifications  oit 
satisfactory. 

XXII.  A  deacon  may  mioiater  aa  a  probfr 
tioner  or  missionary,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Convention  or  the  bishop. 

XXIII.  The  parish  clerk  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  minister  and  vestry,  and  displaced  by 
them  whenever  his  services  are  not  aatisfactoiT 
to  the  people,  whenever  he  shall  neglect  lui 
duty,  or  otherwise  misbehave  himaelf. 

XXIV.  Sextons  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
vestries,  and  dismissed  by  them  when  they  thiak 
proper. 

XXV.  Bishops  shall  be  amenable  to  Ibo 
Convention,  who  shall  be  a  court  to  try  theoi^ 
from  which  there  shall  be  no  appeal ;  on  aD 
such  occasions,  a  president,  who  ahall  be  a 
bishop,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Convention  to  sit 
as  juoge ;  and  they  shall  also  appoint  i  clerk  to 
the  court. 

XXVI.  All  accusations  against  a  bishop,  as 
such,  shall  come  from  the  vestries  ;  but  no  ac> 
cusation  against  a  bishop  shall  be  received  xoh 
less  three  vestries  join  in  the  complaint ;  all 
complaints  against  a  bishop  shall  be  lodged  with 
such  persons  as  may  be  appointed  to  call  a  Con* 
vention  ;  and  a  copy  of  the  charge  or  charges 
to  be  brought  against  him  shall  be  coonrauni- 
cated  to  him  in  writing,  at  least  two  months  be- 
fore the  trial ;  counsel  may  be  employed  oa 
both  sides,  and  none  but  viwd  voce  evidence  shall 
be  admitted. 

XXVII.  Disorderly,  scandalous,  and  immord 
conduct,  neglect  of  duty,  a  disregard  to  th^  rules 
snd  canons  of  the  church,  or  taking  a  bribe  to 
grant  either  ordination  or  a  recommendation  for 
a  vacant  parish,  shall  be  considered  as  offences 
in  a  bishop,  for  which  he  may  be  brought  to 
trial ;  and  on  his  being  convicted  of  any  of 
these,  he  shall  be  reproved,  suspended,  or  dis- 
missed, at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

XXVIII.  Courts  shall  be  instituted  to  ex- 
amine into  complaints  exhibited  against  minis- 
ters or  deacons,  to  consist  of  six  members,  vis., 
three  clergymen  and  three  vestrymen  from  the 
nearest  and  most  convenient  parishes,  one  from 
each  ;  the  appointment  of  said  vestrymen  shall 
be  by  lot ;  the  oldest  clergyman  in  orders  shall 
preside  as  judge  ;  on  conviction  of  the  minis- 
ter, the  court  shall  report  the  facts,  and  state 
the  evidence  to  the  Convention,  who  shall  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  pass  such  sentence  as  a 
majority  of  tliem  shall  think  the  offence  de- 
serves, which  shall  be  either  reproof,  suspensaon, 
or  dismission. 

XXIX.  No  veatzyman  shall  sit  on  the  esr 
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HBination  of  i  minitter  betooging  to  the  ptriih 
iHierein  such  vettryman  reaidea  ;  the  ezamina- 
kion  shall  be  held  in  the  pariah  where  the  accu- 
nd  minister  officiatea,  and  at  a  place  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  vestry  ;  the  judges  shall  appoint 
1  derk  occasionally  for  such  ezaminationa. 

XXX.  Complaints  against  a  minister  shall  be 
rveeived  from  the  vestry  of  the  parish  where  the 
niniater  officiates,  and  from  no  other  person  or 
Mraons  whatsoever  ;  they  shall  be  signed  by  a 
Buority  of  a  vestry,  without  which  no  com- 
ikint  shall  be  received ;  they  shall  be  directed 
o  A  bishop,  or  to  the  persons  who  may  be  ap- 
lointed  by  the  Convention  with  authority  to 
«eeive  such  complaints,  and  to  direct  courts  of 
nsmination  ;  in  every  complaint,  the  offence  or 
ifiencea  shall  be  stated,  and  the  minister  shall 
m  Ibmished  with  a  copy  of  the  charges  brought 
^■mat  him,  and  with  notice  of  his  intended  ez- 
mination,  at  least  one  month  befbre  the  ex- 
amation ;  vivd  voce  evidence  only  shall  be  ad- 
ittted,  and  that  on  oath,  and  counsel  may  be 
mployed  on  both  sides. 

JLXXI.  Disorderly,  scandalous,  and  immoral 
onduct,  neglect  of  duty,  a  disregard  to  the 
lies  and  canons  of  the  church,  or  taking  a 
ribe  to  recommend  either  for  ordination  or  a 
Irish,  are  to  be  considered  as  among  the  offences 
ir  which  a  minister  may  be  brought  to  trial. 

XXXII.  The  bishop,  or  persons  vested  with 
ithority  for  this  purpose,  shall,  on  receiving  a 
mplaint  against  any  minister,  immediately  in- 
iUite  a  court,  as  before  described,  to  examine 
iio  the  complaint,  and  shall  take  care  that  the 
inisterB  and  vestrymen  who  are  to  compoae 
le  court  shall  be  informed  in  time.  The 
whop,  or  persons  so  vested  with  authority,  shall 
ite  the  accused  person  before  the  appointed 
Mirt,  which  shall  (unless  the  accused  person  is 
nerented  from  attending  by  sickness)  proceed 
»  examine  the  testimony  against  the  offender, 
id  take  the  depositions  of  Uie  witnesses. 

XXXIII.  Deacons  behaving  in  a  acandalous, 
(•orderly,  or  immoral  manner,  or  who  neglect 
m  dotv  they  have  undertaken,  shall,  on  full 
id  aatiafactory  proof,  be  suspended  or  silenced 
f  the  bishop  until  the  sense  of  the  Convention 
laU  be  known.  And  the  salary  accruing  during 
m  suspension  of  a  minister  or  deacon,  who  is 
^srward  found  guilty,  shall  go  to  the  vestry  for 
m  aae  of  the  church. 

XXXIV.  Bishopa  shall  visit  the  different 
Dishes  under  their  inspection  once  in  three 
MIS  at  least ;  of  which  visitation  the  cler^ 
r  ehorch- wardens  shall  have  timely  notice  ;  m 
isir  Tisitation,  they  shall  confirm  such  aa  choose 

»  neaive  confirmation ;  they  ahall  inapect  the  | 


aUte  of  the  pariahes,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
clergy,  who  ahall  give  them  what  information 
they  can  reapecting  auch  eccleaiaatical  matters 
aa  they  may  choose  to  be  informed  of 

XXXV.  Bishops  shall  hold  ordinations  at  such 
times  and  placea  aa  they  may  judge  neceaaarj 
and  convenient. 

XXXVI.  Bishops,  after  every  visitation,  ahall 
report  the  state  of^  the  church  in  the  different 
parishes  to  the  Convention. 

XXXVII.  No  minister  or  bishop  shall  be 
allowed  to  hold  more  than  one  pariah  at  the 
same  time.  Nevertheless,  a  minister  may,  if 
called  thereto  by  the  vestry,  preach  in  a  neigh- 
bouring parish  or  parishes  during  a  vacancy  in 
such  parish  or  parishes,  and  may  receive  a  com- 
pensation for  his  services,  provided  he  haa  the 
consent  of  his  own  vestry,  and  shall  not  neglect 
the  duties  of  his  parish. 

XXXVIII.  Every  minister  shall  reside  within 
his  parish,  unless  a  majority  of  his  vestry  shall 
agree  to  dispense  with  his  residence,  and  shall 
at  no  time  leave  it  for  more  than  one  month 
without  the  consent  of  the  said  vestry. 

XXXIX.  Ministers  shall,  at  their  churches 
and  other  convenient  places,  instruct  children, 
and  such  ignorant  persons  as  may  require  it,  in 
their  catechism,  and  the  priiKiples  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion  as  maintained  by  this  church  :  Pro- 
vided this  duty  may  be  dispensed  with  during 
the  inclement  winter  months.  They  shall  alao 
explain  the  nature  of  confirmation,  and  instruct 
and  prepare  their  parishioners  for  it. 

XL.  Ministers  and  deacons  ahall  wear  a  anr- 
plice  during  the  time  of  prayer  at  public  wor- 
ship, in  placea  where  they  are  provided  ;  shall 
wear  gowns  when  ihev  preach,  where  they  con- 
veniently can ;  and  shall  at  all  timea  wear  ap- 
parel suited  to  the  gravity  of  their  profession. 

XLI.  Ministers  and  deacons  may  encourage 
people  to  assemble  toffether  in  small  societies 
at  convenient  times  for  their  edification,  and 
may  visit,  superintend,  and  instruct  such  socie- 
ties at  their  meetings  ;  provided  they  shall  not 
do  it  to  the  encouragement  of  idleness,  or  to 
the  injury  of  private  families. 

XLII.  Ministers  officiating  in  this  church, 
whether  bishops,  priests,  or  deacons,  shall  preach 
once  at  least  on  every  Lord's  day,  and  at  other 
stated  seasons,  unless  prevented  by  some  suffi- 
cient cause  ;  they  may  at  their  discretion  preach 
also  at  other  times,  when  opportunities  shall 
offer  of  edifying  the  church ;  bishops  and  prieats 
shall  administer  the  sacrament  at  least  four  times 
in  the  year,  at  each  church  or  place  of  worahip 
in  their  reapective  parishes,  and  shall  visit  the 
sick  when  called  on  for  that  purpose. 


CONVENTION  OF   1788. 

The  hope  was  at  one  time  entertamed  that  a  copy  could  be  procured  of  the  proceedings  of 
rery  Convention  which  has  been  held  in  Virginia,  and  no  pains  nave  been  spared  on  the  part  of 
m  author  of  thia  work  to  obtain  auch  copiea.  In  some  few  instances,  however,  his  efforts  have 
len  fruitleas ;  and  he  has  been  led  to  doubt  whether  anv  record  of  two  or  three  of  the  earlier 
ooTentions  ia  now  in  existence.  He  has  never  seen  or  heard  of  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of 
•  Coovention  of  1788L 
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Jmtmal  of  a  Cotnenlion  (/  the  ProteMtani  E^UeoptU  Church  in  the  SUUtf  VirgimM,  hMmii$ 

Cuy  of  Rkkmtmd,  from  Aay  6  lo  JTay  9,  1789. 
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Countin. 
Amhent, 
Caroline, 
ChAriM  City, 
Chettei  field, 
Cumberland, 
Eliiabeth  City, 
Goochldnd, 

Hanover, 

Henrico, 

Lancaster, 

Lniienburg, 

Middlecex, 

Norfolk, 

New-Kent, 

Northumberland, 

Powhatan, 

Prince  Geocge, 

SpotaylTania, 

Sorry, 

WUliamaburff, 

York, 
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Pariahea. 
Lexington, 
Si.  iMargaret, 
Weaiover, 
Manchester, 
Littleton, 
Elizabeth  City, 
St.  James  Northam, 


Clergymen. 


William  Cameron. 


St.  Paul, 
St.  Martin, 
Henrico, 
Christ  Church, 
Cumberland, 
Christ  Church, 
Elizabeth  river, 
St.  Peter, 
Wicomico, 

\  King  WiUiam, 

(Souiham, 

Bristol, 
c  St.  George, 
(  Berkeley, 

Southwark, 

Bruton, 

York-Hampton, 


Elkanah  Talley. 
Peter  Nelson. 
John  Buchanan. 
David  Ball. 


Alexander  Whitehead. 
Benjamin  Blagrove. 


John  Cameron 
Hugh  C.  Boggs. 
John  Bracken. 


Lay  Depntiea. 
Joaiah  Eilia. 
Thomas  Rootea. 
Chailea  Carter. 
David  Patteraon. 
Mayo  Carrington. 
Wilson  Mdes  Cary. 
Thomas  Underwood. 
John  Pendleton. 

William  Foushee. 

Martin  Sherman. 

Henry  Stokea. 

Philip  L.  Giymea. 

John  Bouah. 

William  H.  Macoa 

Onesiphorus  Harvey. 
(  Thomas  Harria. 
(  John  Harria. 

Edward  Carrington. 

W^iiliam  Robertson. 

Francia  Thornton,  jon. 

William  Allen. 
Robert  Andrcwa. 
Abraham  Archer. 
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WiDNisDAT,  May  6,  1789. 

The  Convention  met,  and  there  not  being  a 
sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed  to  busi- 
ness, adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 

Thursday,  May  7. 

The  Convention  having  met,  sccording  to  ad- 
journment, the  Krv.  John  Bracken  was  unani- 
mously elected  President  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Robert  Andrews  was  unanimously  ap- 
pointed Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  the  certificates  of  appoint- 
ment of  the  sitting  members  :  And  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Cameron, 
Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Underwood,  and  Dr. 
Fouahee. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  observe 
in  their  proceedings  the  standing  rules  of  the 
House  of  Delegates,  so  far  as  they  may  be  ap- 
plicable. 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  David  Griffith,  D.  D., 
addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Convention, 
and  relinquishing  the  appointment  of  bishop 
elect  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  this 
state  ;  al»o,  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emmer- 
son,  addressed  to  the  president,  and  containing 
a  report  of  the  sUte  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church  in  the  district  of  which  he  is  the 
visiter,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Andrewa,  of  the  standing  committee,  re- 
ported sundry  proceedings  of  the  said  commit- 
tee, accompamed  with  lettera  and  papers,  which 


were  read  and  ordered  to  be  refeired  to  a 
mittee  of  the  whole  Convention  on  the  state  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal    Church  within  thii 
Commonwealth. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Conventioa 
adjourn  until  noon. 

Thursday,  May  7,  at  12  o'clock. — ^The  Coor 
vention  bavin?  met,  according  to  adjoummeot, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Cameron,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  certificatM 
of  appointment  of  the  sitting  members,  re- 
ported, That  the  committee  had,  according  to  or- 
der, examined  the  same,  and  had  come  to  a  res- 
olution thereon,  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Convention,  as  followcth  : — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  thiscon- 
mittee,  that  the  certificates  of  appointment  itom. 
the  parishes  of  King  William,  Southam,  Hm> 
rico,  Manchester,  St.  James  Northam,  St.  Pan^ 
St.  Martin,  Westover,  Christ  Church,  in  Middb- 
scx  county,  St.  Margaret,  Briatol,  Wicomiet, 
Christ  Church,  in  Lancaster  county,  Littleton, 
St.  Peter,  Elizabeth  City,  Bruton,  Berkeley, 
and  Southwark,  are  satisfactory. 

The  Rev.  J.  Cameron  farther  reported  ftom 
the  said  committee.  That  they  had  found  in  the 
return  from  the  pari!<h  of  St.  George,  Spotsyl- 
vania county,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Thornton, 
Mr.  John  Legg,  and  Mr.  Francis  Thornton,  Jan., 
or  any  two  oT  them,  appointed  deputies  to  this 
Convention  :  And  also  that  from  the  Dariah  of 
Elizabeth  river  and  county  of  Norfolk  then 
were  two  returns ;  viz.,  one  appointing  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Whitehead  and  Mr.  John  South,  which 
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certified  by  Williim  Ingnm,  chnrch-war- 
den  ;  the  other  appointing  Mr.  John  Calvert,  na 
a  layman,  which  waa  certified  by  John  Seymour, 
clerk  of  the  vestry. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  report,  ao  far 
u  it  relates  to  the  reiam  from  the  pariah  of 
St.  Georf^e.  Spotsylvania  county,  be  recommit- 
ted :  And  that  the  clause  relating  to  the  returns 
from  Elizabeth  river  parish,  Norfolk  county, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
vention. 

Mr.  Abraham  Archer  having  produced  satis- 
iactoTV  evidence  of  his  appointment  to  repre- 
sent the  parish  of  York-Hampton  as  a  lay  dep- 
Qty  in  this  Convention,  was  admitted  to  hia 
Beat. 

The  Convention  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Convention,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  returns  from  the  pariah  of  Eliz- 
abeth  river,  Norfolk  county  ;  and  after  aome 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  £.  Carrington  reported.  That  the 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  taken  the 
aaid  returns  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
come  to  aeveral  resolutions  thereon,  which  were 
read,  amended,  and  a^eed  to,  as  foUoweth  : — 
Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
Bittee  that  all  appointments  of  tnisteea  of  par- 
iah property  prior  to  the  ordinance  of  the  last 
Convention  for  the  appointment  of  vestries  and 
tmstees,  where  subsequent  appointmenta  have 
Uken  place  agreeably  to  the  regulations  and  di- 
Rctions  of  the  said  ordinance,  are  null  and  void. 
Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee  that    Paul    Loyall,  Thomas  Matthews, 
Hal  Proby,  William  Ingram,  Alexander  Mose- 
1t«  George  Kelly,  John  Boush,  Matthew  God- 
mjy  Robert  Taylor,   Robert  Boush,  Thomas 
Newton,  jun.,  and  Edwaurd  Archer,  are  duly 
dscted  vestrymen  and  trustees  of  the  Protest- 
tot  Episcopal  Church  for  the  parish  of  Eliza- 
Mi  river,  Norfolk  county,  agreeably  to  an  or- 
dnance regulating  the  appointment  of  yestries 
ad  tnisteea,  and  Tor  other  purposes. 

ResolTed,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
■ittee  that  the  Rev.  Alexander  Whitehead  and 
Mr.  John  Boush  are  legal  deputiea  to  represent 
Ibe  pariah  of  Elizabeth  river,  Norfolk  county, 
Vk  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
•itlae  that  Mr.  John  Calvert  is  not  legally  ap- 
pointed a  deputy  to  represent  the  pariah  of  Eliz- 
abeth rirer,  Norfolk  county,  in  thia  Conven- 

liOD. 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  be  requested  to 
tqr  hia  accounta  before  the  Convention  to-mor- 


Aod  then  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to- 
moROw  morning,  10  o'clock. 

FiiDAT,  Mat  8. 

Mr.  Josiah  Ellia,  lay  deputy  from  Lexington 
Bvish,  Amherst  county,  and  Henry  Stokea,  lay 
dcpotj  from  the  pariah  of  Cumberland,  Lunen- 
borg  connty,  produced  their  certificates  of  ap- 
pointment, and  were  admitted  to  their  seats. 

The  treasurer,  according  to  order,  laid  his 
•ccomits  before  the  Co&?ention. 


Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee :  And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  J.  Cameron,  Mr.  Underwood,  Rev.  Mr. 
Tally,  and  Mr.  Boush. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  the  return  from  the  parish  of  St. 
George,  Spotsylvania  county,  was  re-conmiit- 
ted,  reported,  lliat  the  committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereon,  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  followeth  : — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  as  Mr.  John  Legg,  one  of  the  lav 
deputies  mentioned  in  the  said  return,  haa  vol- 
untarily withdrawn  himself,  the  return  should  be 
amended  by  striking  out  his  name. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Andrews, 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  or- 
dinance to  amend  the  ordinance  for  regulating 
the  appointment  of  vestries  and  trustees,  and  for 
other  purposes :  And  Mr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Cary, 
Mr.  Buchanan,  and  Mr.  Whitehead,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  prepare  the  aame. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  present  mem- 
bers of  the  standing  committee  be  continued 
and  remain  in  otiice  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Convention,  and  that  Edmund  Ran- 
dolph, of  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  be  added 
thereto. 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  1  o'clock 
P.  M. 

Friday,  May  8,  1  o'clock  P.  M.— The  Con- 
vention having  met,  according  to  adjournment, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  treaaurer'a  accounta, 
reported.  That  they  had,  according  to  order,  ex- 
amined the  same,  had  fouitd  them  fairly  atated, 
and  that  there  waa  in  his  hands  the  sum  of 
107/.  Ss.  ;  of  which  the  sum  of  28/.  17«.  \0{d. 
was  paid  him  to  enable  the  bishop  to  obtain  con- 
secration, and  that  the  balance,  being  78/.  10a. 
liJ.,  is  for  the  general  support  ot  the  church. 

Mr.  Andrews,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  an  ordmance  to  amend  the  ordinance 
for  regulating  the  appointn  «  m  of  vestries  and 
trustees,  and  for  other  pur)M>.-%.*8,  reported.  That 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  prepared 
the  aame.  The  ordinance  was  received,  read 
three  timea,  and  paaaed,  as  followeth : — 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinaneg,  entitUd 
*'  An  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  appoint- 
ment  of  Vettriet  and  Tru9tee»t  and  for  other 
purpoees." 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  clercry  and  lay  deputies 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in  Conveii- 
vention,  that  in  case  of  the  neglect  or  refuaal 
of  any  minister  of  a  parish  to  call  a  meeting  of 
the  vestry,  when  required  to  do  so  by  two  or 
more  vestrymen,  the  church-wardens,  or  church- 
warden, if  but  one  within  the  pariah,  or  any  two 
vestrymen,  if  there  be  no  church-warden,  may 
call  a  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Griffin  Peachy 
be  appointed  a  member  of  the  third  district  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  John  Banister,  deceaaed. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputies  appointed  to  at- 
tend the  next  General  Convention  of  the  Prot- 


OONTKNTIOIf  OV  IMi 


Epwcopd  Ckuelit  be  dMoml  to  notify 

to  die  GenM  Cooveotioa  that  the  Rot.  Dr. 
GriffiD,  bUbop  elect  of  die  siid  ebnreh  in  thie 
etete,  has  relinquiahed  the  eaid  eppointinent, 
«id   that  no  penoo  hu  been  elected  in  hie 


Reeohred,  That  150  eofnee  of  the  Jomrnal  of 
thie  Convention  be  printed  onder  the  intpection 
of  the  Her.  Mr.  Bocbaoan,  and  that  the  otdi- 
■anee  far  ragolatinff  the  appointment  ofTettriee 
mm!  tnieteeo,  and  mt  other  parpooes,  and  the 
ennona  paaaed  bjr  the  laat  Convention,  be  an- 


Reeolved,  That  the  standing  committee  be  re- 
■nested  lo  fraoM  an  addreoa  to  the  members  of 
tke  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  to  hasten  and 
fwward  the  necessary  contributions  from  their 
vaqieetiTe  parishes,  far  defraying  die  expenses 
of  die  consecration  of  a  bishop  for  the  said 
efanreh  in  this  state,  and  that  the  same  be 
printed  at  the  end  of  the  joaroal  of  this  Con- 
vention. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Cameron 
be  appointed  visiter  of  the  7th  district  in  the 
nom  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bargees,  who  has  re- 
moved oat  of  the  said  district. 

Reaolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hoggs  be  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  id 
or  middle  district  of  recommendation,  in  the 
room  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  who  has  removed 
oat  of  the  said  district. 

Reeolved,  That  the  next  Convention  be  open- 
ed with  a  sermon,  and  that  the  Rer.  Mr.  John 
Cameron  be  requested  to  preach  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Convention  be  called 
to  meet  in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned. 

John  Bracken,  President, 
RoBCXT  Andsbws,  Secretary. 

AiiruM  of  the  Standing  Committee  to  the  mem- 
here  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Brethren, — Convinced  that  the  Ood  whom  we 
worship  hath  furnished  us,  if  we  be  not  wanting 
to  ourselves,  with  ample  means  for  the  preser- 
vation of  that  church  of  which  we  profess  to 
be  members  ;  satisfied  also  that  it  claims  a  foun- 
dation the  most  truly  apostolic,  and  that  the 
proper  support  of  it  involves  our  dearest  inter- 
ests, both  temporal  and  eternal ;  it  is  with  the 
•incerest  reffret  that  we  contemplate  the  situa- 
tion to  which  it  is  now  reduced.  We  trust  that 
vou  have  also  viewed  with  sorrow  a  situation  so 
humiliating  to  a  Christian  society ;  and  we  ar- 
dently hope  that,  not  unmindful  of  the  blessings 
which  the  bountiful  hand  of  Providence  hslh  so 
liberally  bestowed  on  us,  in  common  with  other 
Christian  societies,  you  now  feel  yourselves  con- 
eeientioasly  bound  to  improve,  with  gratitude 


ABA    IDhBh^^Va  ■flDBB 

|TCBMi  UM  pio^MBity  01  OTV  dwohy  and 
wwdar  dm  Moat  pmn  and  ntiaaal  nwdn  of  ««■)• 
ship  and  inatniction  aa  extenaitalt  binoiekl« 
pooaiblo.  Und«  diaae  impraiiiBM,  bwthw^ 
we  oQco  mora  eaB  y«Mnr  attention  to  the  da^ 
of  cooqdeting  the  wganiialion  of  ov  cha 

J^  g]|0    9liiD'9VBBC4O00OO9    tHBtt  flOWnflflEMHlB    fiv 

epiacopoi  offeo  are  indtqiennbly 
Withont  them  oar  roligioaaooiieom 
as  they  are  in  the  eyea  of  evety 
her — we  ma^  add  of  ovaij  wovdiy  d^MS^ 
rapidly  dedme.    Bat  thn  atiainmant  of 


benefita  which  leaolt  from  die  f««rf|n1  cAMk 
requiree  exeitaona  of  a  neemiaiy  natnrnb^Ml 
the  abilitiea  of  a  few  individnala.  It  ia  not  JHl 
nor  consistent  with  the  piiiiiiplaa  of  oar  H& 
flioaa  anion,  that  the  geneioua akmo  ahoolifMl 
Sioee  bnrdena  which  beloqgto  the  wfaoleof  Ikt 
society,  and  which,  if  propaify  diatribatod*  tmm 
be  borne  with  ease.  Wo  therefavn  oarnaa^ 
recommend  to  all  the  frienda  of  tho  riirtaalwl 
Episcopal  Church,  that  thoy  do  theei  fully  oaart 
in  raising  the  sam  necsasaiy  far  defrayny  Ikt 
expensee  attendant  on  the  eonaociation  af  p 
bishop.  Arguments  the  moot  prwaaim  sUhl 
be  urged,  were  they  deemed  nncraaaiy,  to  i» 
dace  a  ready  comphance  withthia  leeoaaaaaiii 
tion.  But  we  hope,  that  aa  yon  reanid  the  to» 
terests  of  religion,  and  of  that  chnrdi  in 
alar  of  which  yon  are  membera ;  na  yM 
mate  the  advantages  which  civil  aocialv  — Hi>* 
ceive  from  a  mode  of  worahip  coiidnetiBi  m 
principles  the  most  rational ;  aa  yoo 
those  mstructions  which  so  neariy  concern 
temporal  and  eternal  happiness ;  and  as  jat 
would  with  a  parental  tenderness  cherish  tho 
best  means  of  improving  the  morals  of  tho  it 
sing  generation,  no  one  will,  on  this 
refrain  from  casting  his  mite  into  the 
treasury.  Let  it,  we  exhort  you,  brethren,  bi 
no  longer  ssid  that  we,  of  all  Christian 
are  alone  inattentive  to  our  religions 
It  is  time  to  awake  from  an  inattention 
if  continued,  must  prove  fatal  to  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

We  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  point  ont  die 
particular  mode  in  which  the  contruratione  may 
be  collected ;  but  suggest  it  to  the  conaidemtion 
of  the  several  ministers  how  fiur  this  end  may 
be  facilitated  by  their  preachinn  oocaaional  aar» 
mens  at  their  respective  churches,  nnd  in 
of  such  vacant  parishes  as  may  be 

That  the  divine  wisdom  may  influence  and  di> 
rect  your  exertions,  at  this  important  criaiB  of 
our  church,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of  yoor 
tionate  brethren  in  Christ. 

*«*  Note  that  the  contributions  are  to  1 
warded  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  tho  €itf 
of  Richmond. 
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Capitol  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  from  May  5lh  to  May  Bth^  1790. 

A  List  of  the  MiMBiitof  the  ConFention. 
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nd, 


City, 
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7. 

Queen, 
Uam, 

I 

ton, 

erland, 

•erland, 


lorge, 
inne, 

jorge. 


Qia, 
ton, 


Parishea. 
St.  George, 
Rawleigh, 
Amherst, 
Lexington, 
FredericksTille, 
Westover, 
Dale, 

Manchester, 
Lyttleton, 
St.  Margaret, 
Bath. 

Elizabeth  City, 
Frederick, 
St.  J.  Northam, 
Antrim, 
St.  Martin, 
Henrico, 
St.  Paul, 
Bruton, 
James  City, 
St.  Stephen, 
St.  David, 
Christ  Church, 
Cumberland, 
Elizabeth  Rirer, 
Hungers, 
St.  Stephen, 
Wicomico, 
Nottoway, 
St.  Thomas, 
Bristol, 
Lynnhaven, 
King  WilUam, 
Mar.  Brandon, 
Suffolk, 
Southwark, 
Berkeley, 
St.  Luke, 
York  Hampton, 


ClenjmeTL 
WilUam  Vere. 

Isaac  Dameille. 
Charles  Crawford. 

James  Henderson. 
Needlet  Robinson. 
William  Cameron. 
Elkanah  Talley. 

Derereaux  JarratL 

Alexander  Baknain. 
Charles  Hopkins. 

Peter  Nelson. 
John  Bachanan. 

John  Bracken. 
James  Madison. 

Reuben  Clopton. 
DaTid  Ball. 
James  Craig. 
James  Whitehead. 
S.  S.  M*Croskey. 
Thomas  Daris. 


John  Cameron. 
Anthony  Walke. 

John  J.  Spooner. 
James  Taylor. 
Samuel  Butler. 
Hugh  C.  Boggs. 

Samuel  Shield. 


Lay  Deputies. 
John  Royall. 


Francis  Walker. 
Charles  Carter. 

David  Patterson. 
Mayo  CarringtoxL 
Anthony  New. 

George  Wray. 
James  Wood. 
Archibald  Brice. 
J.  Coleman,  £.  Ragland. 
William  Fontaine. 
William  Fooshee. 
T.  While,  W.  NonreU. 
Robert  Andrews. 
John  Ambler. 
Thomas  Hill. 
Nathaniel  Burwell. 
James  Ball. 
Edward  Ragsdale. 
William  White. 
Isaac  Avery. 

Isaac  Besye. 
W.  and  F.  Fitzgerald. 
T.  Barber  and  J.  DanieL 
James  Campbell. 

John  and  Thomas  Harris. 
Edward  Bland. 
Michael  King. 


John  Rogers. 


^BDNBSDAY,  MaY  5th,  1790. 

iciBNT  number  of  clergymen  and  lay 

4>  form  a  Convention  having  met,  ac- 

>  appointment, 

IV.  James  Madison,  D.  D.,  was  unani- 

ected  President. 

ft.  Thomas  Davis  was  unanimously  ap- 

Bcretary. 

1,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 

ind  report  to  the  Convention  the  cer- 

f  appointment  of  the  sitting  members, 

nmittee  was   appointed  of  the  Rev. 

cken,  the  Rev.  John  Cameron,  Hon. 

ood,  and  Mr.  Walker. 

m).  That  this  Convention  will  observe 

proceedings  the  standiiig  rules  of  the 

Delegates,  as  far  as  tfiey  may  be  ap- 

er.  Mr.  Bracken  reported  a  journal  of 
ral  Convention  held  in  the  citj  of  Phil- 
from  July  28th  to  the  8th  of  Augost, 


and  continued  by  adjournment  from  Sept.  80th 
to  the  10th  of  October,  1789,  which  was  reed 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  till  2  o'clock. 

The  Convention  having  met,  according  to  ad- 
journment, 

The  Rev.  John  Bracken,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  certificates  of  appoint 
ment  of  the  sitting  members,  reported,  That  tbm 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  examined  the 
same,  and  found  the  certificates  from  the  fol- 
lowing pariahes  to  be  made  agreeablv  to  the 
canons,  viz.,  St.  Greorge,  dec.  ;*  they  also  found 
a  double  return  from  Elizabeth  river  perish,  ap- 
pointing dififerent  deputies,  and  each  return 
signed  by  different  persons,  styling  themselves 
church-^nurdens. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  aforesaid  re- 

*  As  in  the  list  prefixed  to  this  joimal,  eieepl- 
ing  Eliiebeth  liver  porisb. 
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Krt  ma  relates  to  the  double  return  from  Elixa- 
ih  river  uarwh  be  recommiiied  to  the  same 
committee,  and  thai  the  Rev.  S.  S  M*Cro»kcy. 
the  R*^v.  Anthony  Walke,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Davi.,  Mr.  \Vra>,  Mr.  Avery,  and  Mr.  Barber, 
be  added  thereto. 

The  Convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  » 

o*clock. 

Thcksday,  May  6. 
The   Convention   having  met,   the  Rev.   J. 
Bracken  rrad  prayers,  and  a  sermon  was  deliv- 
ered by  the  Re« .  John  Csmeron. 

Ordered,  On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  thai  the 
thanks  of  this  Convention  be  presented  to  the 
Rev.  J.  Cameron,  for  his  judicious,  affectionate, 
ftnd  seasonable  discourse  delivered,  and  that  he 
be  requested  to  nrejwre  a  copy  for  the  press. 

The  Rev.  J  Bracken,  from  the  committee  sp- 
pointed  to  eiamine  the  double  return  of  certifi- 
cates from  Elizabeth  river  parish,  reported.  That 
they  had,  according  to  order,  examined  and  consid- 
ered the  business  to  them  referred,  and  had  come 
to  some  resolutions  thereon,  which  were  read, 
and,  when  amended,  agreed  to,  as  follows  : — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
vention, that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wm.  Whitehead 
and  Mr.  W.  White  are  legal  deputies  to  repre- 
sent the  parish  of  Elizabeth  river,  Norfolk 
county,  in  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
vention, that  the  Rev.  William  Bland  is  not 
legally  appointed  a  lay  deputy  for  Elizabeth  river 
pansh  in  this  Convention. 

A  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  standing 
committee,  with  some  oihar  papers  respecting 
the  rights  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
were  presented  by  Mr.  Andrews,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  Convention  on  the  state  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-mor- 
row resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Convention  on  the  stale  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church. 

On  motion,  Resolved.  That  this  Convention 
will  to-morrow  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  a 
bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
Virginia. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  bo 
appointed  to  amend  the  canons  which  respect 
the  trial  of  otfendmg  clergymen. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  the  Rev. 
S.  Shield,  the  Rev.  J.  Cameron,  the  Rev.  S.  S. 
M'Croskey,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jarratt,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Craig,  Messrs.  R.  Andrews,  M.  Carrington,  A. 
New,  Ja.  Avery,  and  J.  Campbell. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  Th^t  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  an  ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance 
for  the  appointment  of  vestry  men  and  trustres, 
and  for  other  purposes,  and  that  the  coinimttee 
appointed  to  revise  and  amend  cert.un  canons 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  Convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning,  9  o'clock. 

Friday,  May  7. 
The  Convention,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  nomination  of  a 


biihop  of  the  Protertant  EpMcopal  ChavA  m 
this  aute  ;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Craiff,  the  Rbt. 
Mr.  Cameron,  Mr.  New,  and  Mr.  Andrewa,  wm 
appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  ballois: 
who,  haviiig  withdrawn  and  examined  the  aaon^ 
reported.  That  they  found  the  numbers  for  thi 
persons  balloted  for  to  be  as  foUoweth  :— 

For  the  Rev.  James  Madison,  46;  R«t. 
Samuel  Shield,  9. 

And  it  appearing  from  the  report  that  s  na- 
jority  of  the  whole  Convention  was  in  fsTOiiraf 
the  Rev.  James  Madison, 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  Rev.  Jam« 
Madison,  D.  D.,  be  recommended  as  a  prap« 
person  to  be  consecrated  bishop  of  the  ProtMlF 
ant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  State  of  Virsinii. 

Onlered,  That  the  Rer.  Alexander  Balniaii 
be  appointed  visiter  for  District  No.  12,  incladiq| 
the  counties  of  Frederick,  Berkeley,  Hampshiie^ 
and  Hardv. 

That  the  Rev.  Thomas  Davis  be  appointed 
visiter  for  District  No.  6,  including  the  coontifli 
of  I^ncaster,  Northumberland,  Richmond,  and 
Westmoreland. 

That  the  Rav.  Elkanah  Talley  be  appoinAd 
visiter  for  District  No.  1,  in  the  room  of  thi 
Rev.  J.  H.  Saunders,  who  is  discontinued. 

That  the  Rev.  Abner  Waugh  be  appointid 
visiter  of  District  No.  15,  including  the  coaa- 
ties  of  Hanover  and  Caroline,  in  the  room  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Dick,  who  hath  resigned. 

That  the  Rev.  Jesse  Carter  be  appoiotsd 
visiter  of  District  No.  16,  including  the  coontiH 
of  Essei,  King  William,  and  King  and  Qoefn, 
in  the  room  of  the  Rev.  H.  Skyring,  who  bath 
removed  out  of  that  district. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  members  of 
this  Convention  do  advance  for  their  respectivs 
parishes  two  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  geoenl 
purposes  of  the  Conventioh. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  the   treasurer's   accounts,    and  miks 


report  thereof ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
of  Mr.  R.  Andrews,  Mr.  Walker,  the  Rev.  J. 
Cameron,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Walke. 

Resolved,  on  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  J.  Can- 
eron.  That  this  Convention  do  recommend  it  to 
the  bishop,  to  whom  Mr.  Stephen  Johnson,! 
candidate  for  holy  orders,  shall  apply  for  ordinv 
lion,  to  dispense  with,  in  the  examination  of  tbe 
said  Johnson,  that  knowledge  of  the  Greek  nd 
Latin  languages  which  is  required  by  the  sev- 
enth general  canon  of  the  ProtcsUnt  Episcopii 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Devereaux  Jantit 
have  leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of  Jus 
Convention. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  order  «■ 
the  day,  ret^olved  itself  into  a  committee  of  iho 
whole  Convention  on  the  state  of  the  Protest" 
ant   Episcopal   Church  ;  and,  after  some  timo 
spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair, 
and  the  Rev.  S.  Sh  eld  reported.  That  the  said 
committee  had,  according  to  order,  taken  undtf 
consideration  the  business  to  them  referred,  ukI 
had  come  to  several  resolutions  thereon,  which 
were  read  and  agreed  to  as  toUows : — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  CoD- 
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WBtioD,  that  the  Protestant  Epitcopal  Church 
it  the  ezclasiTe  owner  of  the  glebes,  churches, 
■nd  other  property  held  by  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land in  Virginia,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
KTolution. 

ReaoWed,  That  the  principles  upon  which  the 
laid  property  is  held,  are  those  only  by  which 
the  nghu  of  property  are  regulated 

Resolved,  That  the  interference  of  the  legis- 
lature in  the  sale  of  that  property,  or  in  the  dis- 
poaal  of  it  to  any  other  purpose  than  that  for 
which  it  is  now  held,  would  be  a  violation  of 
the  constitution. 

Rokolved,  That  the  several  documenta  now 
referred  to  the  Convention  be  referred  to  the 
rtending  committee :  And  that  they  be  instructed 
to  adopt  such  measures,  and  to  make  such  pub- 
Ucations  or  representations,  as  to  them  ahall 
Mem  advisable  on  the  premises. 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  to- 
WMiow  morning. 

Satubdat,  Mat  8. 

The  Convention  having  met,  the  Rev.  S. 
Shield,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in 
IB  ordinance  to  amend  the  ordiitance  for  the 
npointment  of  vestries  and  trustees,  and  for 
Aoer  purposes,  reported.  That  they  had,  ac- 
iOrdiDg  to  order,  prepared  the  aame,  which  was 
ead,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Shield,  from  the  same  committee, 
eported.  That  they  had,  according  to  order,  had 
be  canons  respecting  the  trial  of  offendine 
lergymen  under  consideration,  and  had  prepared 
lODie  new  canons  relative  thereto,  which  were 
ead,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Andrews,  from  the  committee  appointed 
0  examine  \hi  treasurer's  account,  reported, 
rhat  the  conunittee  had,  according  to  oruer,  ex- 
imined  the  same,  and  found  them  justly  and 
airly  atated,  and  that  the  balance  in  his  hands 
or  general  purposes  is  30/.  17«.  6d.  That  the 
flnmictee,  however,  thousht  it  their  duty  to 
fcwnre,  that  the  treasurer  had  advanced  to  the 
Ij^wtiea  who  went  to  the  last  General  Conven- 
ion  15/.  ft.  l\d.  more  than  was  directed  by  the 
•eokrtion  of  the  laat  Convention :  That  they 
ad  further  found  that  the  said  deputies  have 
till  a  claim  on  account  of  their  expenses  for 
lie  following  balances,  viz. : — 

The  Rev.  John  Br^icken,  for  a  balance  of  71. 
's. ;  Mr.  Robert  Andrews,  for  a  balance  of  7/. 
W.  lOkd. 

That  the  committee  had  alao  found  in  the 
eoda  of  the  treasurer  a  balance  of  126/.  lU. 
01^  due  to  the  bishop's  fund  :  Whereupon  the 
/Onvention  carae  to  a  resolution  that  the  treas- 
rar'e  account  do  pass ;  and  that  he  pay  to  the 
Ler.  Mr.  Bracken  and  Mr.  Andrews  the  bal- 
oeae  reported  to  be  due  to  them. 

It  appearing  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan  had 
eelincd  receiving  any  compensation  for  his  ser- 
es treasurer  of  the  Convention  for  the  last 


On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  thia 
Soovention  be  given  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan 
ir  hie  faithful  and  disinterested  discharge  of  the 
Btiee  of  the  office  of  treaaurer. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  Reserved,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  Convention  be  given  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Jamea  Madison,  for  his  valuable  eaaay  read 
before  the  Convention,  containing  a  defence 
of  certain  righu  of  tne  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  Bracken,  Or- 
dered, That  the  treaaurer  of  this  Convention  ad- 
vance to  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  Madison  such  a 
sum  of  money  as  may  be  directed  by  the  stand- 
ing committee,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  hia 
expenses  in  obtaining  consecration,  provided 
such  sum  does  not  exceed  200/.  ;  and  that  it  be 
advanced  out  of  the  money  in  the  biabop'a 
fund. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  deputies  be  ap- 
pointed to  attend  any  General  Convention  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  which  ma>  be 
called  before  the  month  of  May,  1791  :  And 
the  Rev.  John  Bracken  and  Mr.  Robert  An- 
drews were  accordinglv  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  Resolved,  lliat 
the  deputies  to  the  next  General  Convention  be 
instructed  to  endeavour  to  procure  the  following 
amendment  to  the  7th  general  canon,  viz.,  after 
**  required,"  in  the  6th  line,  to  insert,  **  and  can 
also  satisfy  the  bishop  thst  he  hath  a  competent 
knowledge  of  moral  philosophy,  church  hiaiorj, 
and  the  helles  lettres,  and  hath  paid  particular 
attention  to  acquire  rhetoric  and  pulpit  elo- 
quence, aa  the  means  of  giving  additional  effi- 
cacy to  his  labours." 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  pariah  trae- 
tees  be  desired  to  transmit  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Buchanan,  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  next  Convention,  an  account  of  the 
property  of  the  church,  both  real  and  personal, 
within  their  respective  parishes,  with  a  atate  of 
the  condition  and  supposed  value  of  their  glebes. 

Rcttolved,  That  a  register  of  the  ministers  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  who  hold 
parishes  within  this  slate,  and  also  of  asaistant 
ministers,  be  kept  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Con- 
vention ;  and  that  for  this  purpose,  the  vestries 
be  desired  to  certify  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan 
the  names  of  the  ministers  who  hold  their  re- 
spective parishes,  and  of  the  assistant  min- 
isters. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Andrews,  Resolved,  That 
the  trustees  of  the  parish  of  Bruton  have  the 
consent  of  this  Convention  to  sell  the  glebe  of 
the  said  parish,  provided  it  shall  be  the  opinion 
of  the  trustees  that  it  can  be  done  with  ad- 
vantage to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Ordered,  That  a  standing  committee  be  ap- 
pointed, to  continue  in  office  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Convention,  and  that  their 
powers  be  the  same  as  those  vested  in  the  former 
standing  committees.  A  standing  committee 
was  accordingly  appointed,  of  the  Rev.  James 
Madison,  Rev.  John  Bracken,  Rev.  Samuel 
Shield,  Hon.  John  Blair,  Robert  Andrewa,  £a^., 
Hon.  Edmund  Randolph,  Hon.  Joseph  Prentia, 
and  Rev.  Henry  Sky  ring. 

Resolved,  Inst  the  said  committee  be  re- 
quested to  frame  standing  rules  for  regulating 
the  proceedinga  of  Conventions,  and  to  report 
the  same  to  Hi  next  ConveBtion. 


(MtN<,Tta  100  «MiM  •r  tfM  JbannI  •r 
thk  Coarantioii  b«  ptinlM,  voder  the  inspaetioii 
•r  dM  R«f .  Mr.  BadMnn ;  aod  that  the  oi^ 
diBueM  and  euoMof  tlM  PiotMUmt  Epucopal 
Ctuireh  m  this  ttata  whieh  •hall  be  in  force  at 
the  end  of  thie  ■eeiion,  together  with  the  Gen- 
eral Conatitntion  and  canooa  framed  by  the  late 
General  ConTention,  be  annexed  to  tM  joomal. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance,  entitled 
**  An  ordinance  for  regalattiy  the  appointment 
•f  Yeetriee  a^d  traateee,  and  for  other  parnoeea,'* 
waa  read  the  aeeoiid  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time. 

ReeolTed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
eereral  parnhea  within  thia  commonwealth,  to 
eead  the  amn  of  twelTO  doUart  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bochanan,  treaaorer,  on  or  before  the  firat 
Tneadaj  of  May  next;  to  be  applied  by  the 
Conrentioo to thegeneral  parpoeea of  the  Proi- 
eatant  Epiacopa]  Cniirch  in  thia  atate. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  for  the 
appointment  of  Tettriee  and  tmateea,  and  for 
other  pnrpoaea,  waa  read  the  third  time. 

Reaohad,  That  the  ordinance  do  paaa ;  and 
that  the  title  be,  **  An  ordinance  to  amend  forther 
Urn  ordinance  entitled  Am  orimatnee  for  rtgu- 
Uimg  tki  cppotnfmciil  tf  ectfriM  Mtid  truMteu^ 
mtihr  giJur  pmrpo9€9,*** 

llie  reooited  canona  reapecting  the  trial  of  of- 
fonding  CMrgrmen,  were  read  a  aecond  time. 

ReaolTedTrhat  ther  be  agreed  to ;  and  that 
thev  be  numbered  aa  the  S8th  and  Mth  canona.t 

ReaolTed,  That  the  former  S8th,  80th,  and 
Sid  canons  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  abrogated. 

ReaolTed,  That  the  next  Con?ention  be 
opened  with  a  eermon,  and  that  the  Rev.  Thomas 
DsTis  be  requested  to  preach  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Convention  be  call- 
ed to  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1791, 
unless  the  standins  committee  shall  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  call  a  ConTcntion  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod :  and  that  the  next  Convention  meet  in  the 
cityof  Richmond. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned. 

Jambs  Madison,  P^resident. 
Thomas  Davis,  Secretary. 


APPENDIX. 

An  OrdiTuatee  for  regulating  the  Appointment 
of  Vestries  and  Trustees,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Whibias  an  act  of  the  Gcnersl  Assembly, 
which  was  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  entitled,  **  An  act  for 
incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church," 
hath  been  repealed  by  an  act  of  the  last  session  ; 
in  consequence  of  which  it  is  supposed  that  the 
several  powers  of  government  and  discipline  in 
the  said  church  are  returned  to  the  members 
at  large ;  and  in  order  to  exercise  those  pow- 
ers, the  members  of  the  said  church,  in  their 
several  parishes,  have  elected  two  deputies  to 
represent  them  in  a  Convention  to  be  held  in  the 
cityof  Richmond,  on  this  sixteenth  day  of  May, 

*  See  Appendix. 

t  Bee  88th  and  SOth  eanena  in  the  Appmdiz. 


with  fall  powm^  to  dolDMnt* 
itibliBh  each  regalatioiM  ••  tbqr  ^ 
to  be  iMceaaary  and  proper  for  tli»(p 
diacipline,  and  worahip  of  the  aaid  iA 
tbacaroaod  diroctiMii  of  the  aocnl  pi 
order  to  efieet  which  porpoeaa,  it  k  ■ 
ceesaiy  that  Teatriea  ahould  fotthwift 
ed  in  each  pariah. 

Be  it  therafova  ordaiood  br  tfio  4i 
ippoiBted,  and  now  met  in  Coimnti 
tune  and  placo  prefixed.  That  tho  di 
dene  and  veetrymen  in  the  eevanl 
within  thia  commonwealth,  who  w« 
intooffice  in  conformity  to  an  act  of  th 
Aasembly,  paaMd  in  the  year  one  tbMM 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  entitled,  "i 
incorporatinff  the  Proteatant  Epieeopol 
be,  and  are  hereby  declared  and  acki 
aa  tiuateee  for  the  members  of  the  I 
Episcopal  Church  until  a  new  election 
place,  and  to  hold  the  property,  both  rei 
sonal,  belonging  to  the  aaid  church,  fai 
and  benefit,  au^ect  to  aoch  regnlatioi 
be  made  from  time  to  time  by  the  O 
of  deputiea  elected  by  the  membera  d 
church.  And  be  it  forther  ordairn^ 
aoon  aa  may  be  after  notice  of  thia  c 
the  late  chorch-wardena,  or  any  two  ol 
uble  inhabitanta  (being  membera  of  tb 
ant  Epiacopal  Church)  in  each  paid 
together,  at  aome  convenient  time  aal 
notice  duly  given,  all  the  fieehohkia  ■ 
kemera  in  auch  pariah  who  are  wamakt 
said  church,  and  contribute  to  thi 
thereof ;  then  and  there  to  elect  twol 
most  able  and  discreet  men  of  their  i 
be  a  vestry  for  such  parish,  and  fhiatat 
property  ;  to  contmue  in  office  until 
day  in  Easter-week,  in  the  year  one 
seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  on  th 
fair,  otherwise  the  next  day  which  ii 
shall  be  a  new  election  of  vestrymen ; 
elections  shall  continue  to  be  made  trio 
Easter-Monday,  if  fair,  or  the  aeoct 
until  the  Convention  shall  otherwiee  di 
termediate  vacancies  occasioned  by  < 
moval,  or  resignation,  to  be  filled  by  thi 
ing  vestrymen,  and  those  so  chosen  to 
theperiod  of  the  next  general  electioo. 

Every  vestryman,  before  he  acta 
shall  subscribe  in  vestry  to  be  coafoi 
the  doctrine,  discipline,  and  worship  of 
estant  Episcopal  Church. 

Each  vestry,  at  their  first  meeting  a 
election,  shall  choose  two  of  their  mt 
be  church-wardens,  who  shall  superin 
next  general  election  of  vestrymen ; 
the  qualiBcations  of  voters,  and  ee 
names  of  the  persons  chosen.  The| 
considered  as  the  acting  part  of  the  vi 
ahall  see  that  the  orders  and  resolutia 
vestry  be  carried  into  execution. 

The  vestries  respectively,  with  the 
where  there  is  one,  shall  hold  and 
glebes,  landa,  churches,  books,  plate,  i 
property,  now  belonging  or  hereafler  ac 
the  said  church,  aa  tmateea  for  the  bom 
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odety,  and  may  improve  or  demite  the  lands 
luring  the  vacancy  of  a  niiniat«*r.  but  may  iiol 
lemiae  lands  allowed  for  the  miniater*8  habita- 
ion  or  use,  when  iliey  have  one,  without  his 
onaent.  They  msy  al»o  use,  improve,  or  dis- 
oae  of  all  personal  property,  and  the  produce, 
eata,  and  profits  of  lauds  (not  appropriated  fur 
be  minister)  belonging  to  the  church,  for  the 
«uelit  of  the  society,  in  erecting  or  repairing 
faarehes.  glebe-houses,  or  otherwise  ;  and  ntay 
Bake  such  rules  and  orders  for  niannging  tho 
■mporal  aifairs  and  concerns  of  tlie  church, 
hlhin  their  respective  parishes,  as  they  shall 
bink  most  conducive  to  its  interest  and  pros- 
leritj,  and  for  carrying  into  execution  such  or- 
lera  and  rules  for  government  and  discipline,  or 
ilher  apiritual  purposes,  as  shall  be  directed  by 
bie  or  any  future  Convention.  They  shall  have 
he  aole  power  of  directing  the  payment  of 
neaey  belonging  to  the  church  within  their  re- 
pective  parishes,  and  of  appointing  a  clerk, 
reaaurer,  and  collector,  when  ihey  think  neces- 
aiy.  All  of  which  proceedings  shall  be  fairly 
ntered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  lor  that  purpose. 

A  meeting  of  the  body  (to  be  called  by  the 
nimater,  or  if  he  be  absent,  or  in  case  of  a  va- 
mney,  by  the  church-wardens,  or  by  a  church- 
rarden,  if  but  one  within  the  parish,  or  by  any 
pro  veairymen,  if  there  be  no  minister  or  church- 
•mrdcn)  shall  be  had  as  often  as  is  necessary, 
be  minister  to  have  a  vote  equal  to,  and  not 
;reaier  than  a  vestryman,  in  nil  questions  ez- 
ept  for  the  demise  of  the  glebe- lands  assigned 
or  his  residence  or  use,  in  which  he  shall  have 
.  negative.  Seven  members  shall  be  sufficient 
o  constitute  a  meeting,  and  all  questions  shall 
le  decided  by  a  majority  of  those  present. 

Future  Conventions  shall  consist  of  two  depu- 
iea  from  each  parish,  of  whom  the  minister 
hell  be  one,  if  there  be  a  miiiisler,  the  other  a 
ivman,  to  be  annually  chosen  by  the  vestry, 
VDO  shall  also  choose  another  where  there  is  nu 
BlDister  in  the  parish  :  And  twenty-live  depu- 
iee  thus  quahtied  and  appointed  shall  be  a  Con- 
•ention. 

Conventions  shall  regulate  all  the  reli-iious 
ioncerns  of  the  church,  its  doctrines,  discipline, 
lad  worship,  and  institute  such  rules  and  regu- 
itions  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  the  guod 
pnreinment  thereof,  and  tho  same  revoke  and 
iter  at  their  pleasure. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  foregoing  Ordi- 
nance. 

Bk  it  ordained  by  the  clergy  and  lay  depu- 
iea  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in 
Convention,  thrit  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  of 
ay  minister  of  a  parish  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
"•atiy,  when  required  to  do  so  by  two  or  more 
vstiymen,  the  church- wardens,  or  church- 
rerden.  if  but  one  within  the  pari^h,  or  any  two 
"eatrymcn,  if  there  be  no  church-wurdcn,  may 
all  a  meeting. 

la  Ordinance  to  amend  further  the   Original 

Ordinance. 

Bs  it  ordained  by  tho  clergy  and  lay  depu- 
Les  of  the  Protestiuit  Episcopal  Church,  in  Cou- 
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vention,  that  in  any  parishea  which  have  neglect- 
ed to  elect  vestries  and  trustees  agreeably  to 
the  "  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  appointment 
of  vestries  and  trustees,  and  fur  other  purpos- 
cs,"  or  which  shall  hereafter  ncjflect  to  make 
such  election,  tho  members  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  within  such  parishes  may  at 
any  time  afterward  within  six  months  elect 
vestries  and  trustees,  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  aforesaid  ordinance.  And  in  all  cases 
where  elections  have  not  been  held,  or  shall  not 
be  held,  at  the  periodn  fixed  by  the  said  ordi- 
nance for  general  elections,  the  former  vestriea 
and  trustee!^  shall  continue  to  act  untd  elections 
shall  be  held  as  hereby  directed  ;  or,  if  no  elec- 
tions shall  be  held,  until  a  future  Convention 
shall  take  some  farther  order  in  the  matter. 
Provided  nevertheless.  That  where  any  pariah 
which  had  faih  d  to  elect  vestrymen  and  trus- 
teei  at  the  time  appointed  by  the  said  ordinance 
for  a  general  election,  hath  since  elected  tho 
same,  such  election  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
valid. 

If  any  person  elected  a  vestryman  and  trus- 
tee shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  attend  two  suc- 
cessive meetings  of  the  body,  having  had  due 
notice  thereof,  lie  may  be  considered  as  having 
vacated  his  office  ;  and  the  remaining  vestrymen 
and  trustees  may  elect  into  his  place  some  other 
able  and  discnet  man  of  their  society. 

In  case  of  the  nonattendance  of  the  church- 
wardens at  an  election  of  vestrymen  and  trus- 
tees  in  any  parish,  the  minister,  or,  if  he  be 
absent,  or,  if  there  be  no  minister  in  the  parish, 
any  two  vestrymen,  or,  if  there  be  no  vestrymen 
present,  any  two  reputable  inhabitants  of  the 
|»aribh  who  arc  members  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Ctiurch,  may  be  afipointed  to  superintend 
the  election. 

No  sale  of  such  property  as  is  of  the  nature 
of  principal  or  stock,  holoiiging  to  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church  in  any  parish,  shall  be 
made  w  ithuut  the*  consent  of  a  Convention. 

Any  ordinance  or  pari  of  an  ordinance  which 
is  contrary  to  this  oidinance,  is  hereby  declared 
null  and  of  no  effect. 


CANONS. 

I.  Conventions  shall  be  holden  annually  on 
the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  provided  neverthe- 
less, that  if  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to 
form  a  Convention  shall  not  attend  on  the  said 
day,  any  five  then  assembled  shall  have  power 
to  adjourn. 

II.  A  person  shall  preside  in  Convention  with 
the  name  of  president,  who  shall  always  be  a 
bishop,  when  there  is  one  present  properly  con- 
secrated and  settled  in  the  church,  till  which 
lime  a  prebiUenl  shall  be  appointed  by  tho  Con- 
vention out  of  their  own  body;  if  more  than 
one  bisliop  is  found  necessary  in  tliis  church, 
tlioy  shall  preside  allernaielv. 

•  s  ^ 

III.  A  secretary  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Convention,  who  shall  continue  in  office  durijitf 
good  behaviour,  who  shall  keep  a  record  of 
tlieir  resolves  and  proceedings,  and  have  the 
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higi  of  the  CoDTention  siiali  be  attested  by  the 
•ecretarj. 

VIII.  The  clergy  of  seTeral  neighbouring 
parishet,  not  lets  wan  three  nor  more  than  ten, 
•hall  assemble  in  presbytery  annually  on  the 
aecond  Wednesday  in  April,  at  some  convenient 
place  in  the  district,  to  be  appointed  by  a  major- 
ity of  the  ministers  in  the  same  district ;  one  in 
each  district  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Conven- 
tion to  preside  at  their  meetings  with  the  title 
of  Tisiter,  who  shall  annually  visit  each  parish  in 
his  district — shall  attend  to  and  inspect  the 
morals  and  comluct  of  the  clergy — shall  see  that 
the  canons  and  rules  of  the  church  are  observ- 
ed, and  that  no  abuses  are  practised — shall  ad- 
monish and  reprove  privately  those  clergymen 
who  are  negligent,  or  act  in  an  unbecoming 
manner,  and  shall  report  yearly  to  the  bishop,  if 
there  be  onef  or,  if  there  be  no  bishop,  to  the  next 
Convention,  the  state  of  each  parish  in  his  dis- 
trict, noting  down  the  offenders  and  their  offences. 

JX.  The  clergy  who  shall  minister  in  this 
dinrcb  shall  be  the  three  orders  of  bishops, 
priests,  and  deacons. 

X.  Every  person  hereafter ^to  officiate  in  this 
eharch  as  a  bishop,  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Convention ;  and  having  received  episcopal  con- 
secration before  he  enters  on  his  office,  shall 
subscribe  to  conform  to  the  doctrine,  discipline, 
and  worship  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
of  Virginia  ;  and  no  person  shall  be  received  into 
the  church  as  a  bishop  until  he  shall  have  com- 
pleted the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 

XI.  As  we  conceive  the  office  of  a  bishop, 
according  to  the  true  spostolic  institution,  dif- 
fers in  nothing  from  that  of  other  ministers  of 
God*8  word,  except  in  the  power  of  ordination 
and  confirmation,  and  the  rights  of  superintend- 
ing lh«i  conduct  of  the  clerorv.  and  of  urecedenrv 


may  also  he  received  as  a  minister, 
produce  satisfactory  testimonials  re^ 
ordination,  morals,  and  conduct,  ran 
errors  of  that  church,  take  the  auh, 
scribe  as  aforesaid. 

XIV.  No  minister  shall  hereafter  fa 
into  a  parish  who  does  not  first  pred 
vestry  satisfactory  testimonials  of  h 
conduct,  and  conversstion,  from  ihe 
persons  appointed  by  the  Convention 
into  such  matters,  and  grant  such  test 

XV.  The  right  of  presentation  or 
ministers  to  serve  in  the  parishes  shal 
in  the  vestries,  and  each  vestry  shall 
own  minister. 

XVI.  Every  person  to  be  ordainet 
i  deacon  by  any  bishop  of  this  eharch, 

ducc  testimonials  of  his  good  morals  s 
conduct  from  the  clergy  sssembled  i 
trict  where  he  for  some  time  last  re 
from  the  vestry  of  the  parish  whei 
hved,  provided  there  be  m  the  distri 
cient  number  of  clergymen  to  form 
tery  ;  otherwise  a  testimonial  from  th 
and  restry  of  his  parish,  or  from  1 
alone,  if  the  parish  is  vacant,  shall  I 
sufficient :  Provided  also,  the  candk 
an  inhabitant  of  some  other  state,  am 
to  minister  in  some  parish  or  congreg 
neighbouring  state.  No  person  shi 
dained  until  due  examination  had  by  i 
and  two  priests. 

XVI  I.  No  person  shall  be  admitted 
orders  until  he  shall  have  completed  tk 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  is  assni 
willingness  of  some  pariah  or  congr^ 
ceive  him  as  their  minister,  to  be  certi 
the  hands  of  the  church-wardens,  an 

hv  thft  rlorlc  nf  th^  v^strv 
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dring  a  vaenncy,  oflkiate  in  a  parish,  if 

by  the  restry  to  do  so  ;  he  shall  preach 

pel,  and  haptize  ;  he  may  assist  in  admin- 1 

f  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  but 

isecrate  the  elements  ;  he  may  solemnize 

feSf  and  shall  attend  to  the  situation  and 

stances  of  the  poor  when  it  may  be  ne- 
• 

'..  A  person  may  be  ordained  a  deacon 
he  shall   have  no  assurance  of  being 

to  minister  in  a  parish  or  congregation, 

jd  his  testimonials  and  qualiticaiions  are 

:tory. 

[I.  A  deacon  may  minister  as  a  proba- 

or  tnissionary  under  the  direction  of  the 

ntion  or  the  bishop. 

[II.  The  parish  clerk  shall  be  appointed 
minister  and  vestry,  and  displticed   by 

vhenever  h:8  services  are  not  satisfactory 
people,  whenever  he  shall  neglect  his  i 

»r  otherwise  miHbohave  himself  | 

IV.  Sextons   shall  be  appointed   by  the  j 
•,  and  dismissed  by  them  when  they  think 

V.  Bishops  shall  be  amenable  to  the  Con- 
it  who  shall  be  a  court  to  try  them,  from 
there  shall  be  no  appeal  ;  on  sll  such  oc- 
I  a  president,  who  shiill  be  a  bishop,  shall 
sen  by  the  Corivrntion  to  sit  as  judge, 
ey  shall  also  appoint  a  clerk  to  the  court. 

VI.  All  accusations  against  a  bishop,  as 
ihall  come  from  the  vestries  ;  but  no  ac- 
ta against  a  bishop  shall  be  received  un- 
iree  vestries  join  in  the  complaint.  All 
lints  against  a  biyhop  shall  be  luilged 
Dch  persons  as  may  be  ajipointo'l  to  call  a 
Dtion ;  and  a  copy  of  the  charije  or  charges 
rought  against  him  shall  be  communicated 
iowritmg  at  least  two  months  before  the 
counsel  may  be  employed  on  botii  sides, 
Mie  but  vtvd  voce  evidence  shall  be  ad- 

VII.  Disorderly,  scandalous,  and  immoral 
:t,  neglect  of  duty,  a  disregard  to  the 
nd  canons  of  the  church,  or  taking  a  bribe 
Qt  either  ordination  or  a  recommendation 
racant  parish,  shall  be  considered  a.s  uf- 

in  a  bishop,  for  which  he  may  be  brought ; 
I;  and  on  his  being  conricted-of  any  of 
he  shall  be  reproved,  suspended,  or  dis- 
,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

VIII.  Courts  shall  be  in:»tituted  to  exam- 

0  complaints  exhibited  against  ministers 
:on8,  which  courts  shall  be  composed  of 
srgyman  and  one  vestryman  from  each 
of  the  district  in  which  the  accused  min- 
ssides,  the  parish  excepted  to  which  the 
it  belongs.     The  appointment  of  the  ves- 

1  shall  be  by  lot ;  and  the  visiter  of  the  dis- 
inless  he  shall  be  the  sccused  person, 
reside  as  judge  ;  and  in  that  case,  the 
clergjruian  in  orders  shall  be  the  judge  : 
ed  nevertheless.  That  where  the  number 
ed  clergymen  in  the  district  shall  be  less 
vo,  the  visiter  shall  call  for  a  clergyman 
neighbouring  district ;  and,  moreover,  if, 
le  court  aMombles,  the  number  of  vestry- 
lU  be  found  toexceed  the  namber  of  cler- 
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gymen  present,  so  many  Testrymen  shall  be 
withflrawn  by  lot  as  shall  be  neoessary  to 
equalize  the  number  of  the  two  onlers. 

Any  number  of  inembcrs,  not  le^is  thin  three, 
two  of  whom  siiall  be  clerirvmen,  shall  be  suf- 
ficient  to  constitute  a  court. 

On  conviction  of  a  minister,  the  court  shall 
proceed  to  pass  sentence  ;  which  i«hall  be  none 
other  than  reproof  or  suspension  ;  and  in  all 
cases  where  the  oHfenco  shall  be  thought  to  de- 
serve suspension,  the  court  shall  without  delay 
report  the  fads  and  state  the  evidence  to  the 
bi.thop,  or,  until  a  bishop  shall  be  consecrated 
for  the  church  in  this  state,  to  the  chairman  of 
the  standing  committee,  who,  with  the  standing 
committee,  or  three  fourths  of  the  same,  shall 
be,  and  are  hereby  constituted  and  appointed,  a 
court  in  the  last  resort  to  try  the  ollender  ;  and 
who,  if  they  do  not  acquit  him,  shall  either  con- 
firm the  sentence  of  t)ie  examining  court,  or  pass 
such  other  sentence  as  a  majority  of  them  shall 
think  the  offence. deserves  ;  which  shall  be 
either  reproof,  dismission,  or  degradation. 

XXIX.  Complaints  against  a  minister  shall 
be  received  from  the  vestry  of  the  parish  where 
the  minister  officiates,  and  from  no  other  per- 
son or  persons  whatever.  They  sliall  be  signed 
by  a  majority  of  a  vestry,  without  which  no 
complaint  shall  be  received.  They  shall  be 
directed  to  the  vihitnr  of  the  district  in  which 
the  accused  minister  n-sides.  or,  where  there  is 
no  visiter,  or  if  the  visiter  be  the  person  .accused, 
to  a  member  of  the  presbytery  in  the  said  district, 
who  shall  forthwith  appoint  a  convenient  time 
und  place  for  the  trial ;  and  take  care  thai  the 
members  who  are  to  compose  the  court  shall 
have  timely  information  thereof. 

In  every  complaint,  the  otfence  or  offences 
shall  \te  stated  ;  and  the  minister  shall  be  fur- 
nished with  a  copy  of  the  charges  brought 
against  him,  and  with  notice  of  his  intended 
tri'il,  at  least  one  month  before  the  trial.  Victl 
rocc  evidence  only  shall  be  adinitttid,  and  that 
upon  oath,  or  the  evidence  of  authenticated 
records  ;  and  counsel  may  be  employed  ou  both 
sides. 

The  visiter,  or  the  person  to  whom  the  com- 
plaint shall  be  made,  shall  cite  the  accused  per- 
aou  before  the  appointed  court ;  which  shall  (un- 
less the  person  accused  is  prevented  from  at- 
tending by  sickness)  proceed  to  the  trial,  exam- 
ine the  testimony  against  the  oH'ender,  and  tako 
the  depositions  of  the  witnesses. 

XXX.  No  vestryman  shall  sit  on  the  exam- 
ination of  a  minister  belonging  to  the  parish 
wherein  such  vestryman  resides  ;  the  examina- 
tion shall  be  held  in  the  parish  where  the  ac- 
cused minister  officiates,  and  at  a  place  to  be 
appointed  by  the  vestry  ;  the  judges  shall  appoint 
a  clerk  occasionally  for  such  examinations. 

XXXI.  Disorderly,  scandalous,  and  immoral 
conduct,  neglect  of  duty,  a  disregard  to  the 
rules  and  canons  of  the  church,  or  taking  a 
bribe  to  recommend  either  for  ordirwtion  or  i 
parish,  are  to  be  considered  as  among  the  offen- 
ces for  which  a  minister  may  be  brought  to  trial. 

XXXII.  Deacons  behaving  in  a  scandaloui, 
diforderly,  or  immoral  maoner,  or  who  neglect 
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On  Tuesday,  the  third  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
4Nir  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-one, being  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting 
of  the  Convention  of  tlio  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  a 
miffieient  number  of  members  to  pioceea  on  bu- 
nneaa  being  present. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Andrews  be  appointed 
SecretarT  to  the  Convention. 

The  Right  Rev.  James  Madison,  D.  D.,  hav- 
ing laid  before  the  Convention  his  letters  of  con- 
secration to  the  office  of  bishop  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  in  this  Commonwealth, 
took  his  seat  as  President  of  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  elections  be  ap- 
pointed, to  examine  the  returns  of  the  sitting 
members,  and  to  report  thereon  :  And  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  of  Mr.  New,  Mr.  Craig, 
Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  Buchanan. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  treasurer^H  accounts,  and  to  report 
thereon :  And  a  committee  was  appointed  of 
Mr.  New,  Mr.  Bracken,  Mr.  Hoomes,  and  Mr. 
Shield. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  revise  the  canons :  And  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  of  Mr.  Shield,  Mr.  Jar- 
rait,  Mr.  'Whitehead,  Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  K. 
Carrington. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  till  to* 
morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  4. 

The  Right  Rev.  the  President  having,  on  his 
taking  the  chair  this  morning,  delivered  a  charge 
to  the  Convention, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of 
this  Convention  be  given  to  the  Right  Rev.  Dr. 
Madison  for  the  seatsonabic,  judicious,  and  affec- 
tionate charge  delivered  thetn  this  dsy,  and  that 
he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  same 
for  the  purpose  of  having  it  published. 

An  Address  to  the  Contention  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Churehin  Virginia^  by  the  R'.  Rev. 
J,  Madison,  D.  D.i  Bishop  of  the  said  Church. 

BsBTHBBif^— The  oflSce  to  whkh  it  hath 
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pleased  the  church,  by  tlic  permission  of  Prori* 
deuce,  to  call  me,  is  attended  with  duties  of  a 
very  serious  and  interesting  nature.  Would  to 
God  I  were  capable  of  discharging  them  in  a 
manner  equal  to  that  full  conviction  which  I 
have  of  the  importance  of  the  trust,  or  to  that 
ardent  but  charitable  zeal  fur  the  prosperity  of 
our  church,  which  it  shall  be  my  endeavour  at 
all  times  to  evince.  I  &hould  then  anticipate  a 
satisfaction  from  the  expected  fruits  of  my  la- 
bours replete  with  the  highest  reward,  and  esteem 
myself  happy  indeed  in  being  called  to  an  office 
which  enabled  me  to  be  extensively  useful  in  a 
cause  the  most  interesting  to  mankind.  But 
when  I  reflect  upon  my  own  imperfections; 
when  I  consider  the  present  situation  of  our 
church  ;  and  further,  when  I  cast  my  eyes  to- 
wards the  many  olwtaclcs  to  its  prosperity  which 
present  themselves  on  every  side,  1  confess  to 
you  that,  struck  nilii  the  ardcous  enterprise,  I 
feel  myself  for  a  moment  intimidated  ;  tnat  for 
a  moment  despondLMicy  instead  of  hope,  fear  of 
evils  greater  than  we. have  yet  experienced  in- 
stead of  the  consolatory  anticij>ation  of  better 
prospects,  take  {>os8C8bion  of  my  soul. 

It  is  from  you,  my  brethren,  fiom  this  re- 
spectable assembly,  from  the  strenuous  and 
zealous  support  of  the  many  worthy  membera 
of  our  church,  «ind  particularly  from  the  zealoue 
co-operation  of  her  pastors  ;  but,  above  all,  it  ie 
from  the  favour  of  Heaven  itself  that  1  derive 
hope  and  animation.  Ves,  my  brethren  ;  while 
I  can  Hatter  myself  with  your  zealous  co-opera- 
tion, while  I  can  behold  the  ministers  of  our 
church  anxious,  nay,  ardent  in  the  great  work 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  so  long  I  wdl  indulge 
the  pleasing,  the  aniinated  hope,  that  Heaven 
will  smile  upon  our  lalKxirs,  that  the  obslacleB 
which  now  surround  us  will  vanish  before  our 
united  exertions,  and  that  religion,  pure  and  spot- 
less as  she  sprung  from  the  Eternal^  will  once 
more  regain  her  blissful  empire  in  the  hearts  of 
men.  Let  us  reflect  that  diincuUies,  instead 
of  depressing,  often  serve  only  to  call  forth  nevr 
ardour,  even  in  pursuits  that  are  bounded  by  this 
world.  Let  us  follow  the  example  ;  but  with 
thia  difference,  that  our  ardour  ahiwld  riae  abovo 


38 


CONVENTION  OF  1101. 


that  of  oihftn  in  proportion  to  the  saperior  im- 
portance of  the  cauto  in  which  we  are  engaged. 
If  Buch  application,  such  zeal,  such  courage,  be 
rxprtod  to  iiccoinplinh  ends  which  must  still 
bear  thi;  stamp  of  mortality,  surely  an  mfinitely 
greater  decree  of  application,  of  zeal,  and  of 
courage,  may  he  cxi>ected  from  thote  who  have 
in  vitiw  eternal  purauits  and  immortal  ends. 

Encouraged  by  thenc  conaidcrations,  permit 
me,  in  cniciing  ujx)n  my  episcopacy,  to  request 
your  attention  to  such  observations  as  the  pres- 
ent occasion  scomi^  to  require  ;  and  to  exhort 
you,  my  rewrcnd  brethren  in  particular,  at  the 
same  time  aduionishing  myself,  that  we  should 
not  only  recall  to  mind  the  duties  of  our  voca- 
tion, but  endeavour  to  reanimate  each  other,  as 
bearing  the  same  burden  :  and  since  Providence 
hath  permitted  me  to  be  placed  in  a  station 
80  rrbponsible  to  God  and  man,  and  hath  asso- 
ciated you  with  me  as  fellow-labourers  in  my  min- 
istry, let  us  go  to  the  source  of  our  misfortunes, 
and  try  to  discover  the  nf^cessary  remedies. 

I.   Were  wp  then,  in  the  first  place,  to  in- 
vestigate the  causes  which  have  operated  in  re- 
ducing our  church  to  its  present  situation,  per- 
haps we  should  find  that  too  many  of  them  have 
originated  from  ourselves.     The  suggestion,  I 
am  well  iware,  is  pregnant  with  redections  the 
most   |K>ignant   and   Hlarining.     But  I   do  not 
think  I  should  discharge  my  duty  in  the  manner 
which  my  conscience  and  my  inclination  dic- 
tate, were  I  not  to  speak  upon  this  occasion 
with  ell  that  plainness  and  freedom  which  the 
ifi.portance  of  the  8ul>ject  demands.      I   know 
thnt  our  church  is  hlossnd  with  many  truly  pious 
and  zealous  pHMtors  ;    pastors  front  whohe  ex- 
ample  the   grcale^t   advantage  may  be  derived 
by  ail  of  us  ;  but,  at  the  t-aine  lime,  I  fear  there 
is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  great 
dereliction  sustained  by  our  church  hath  aribcn  ! 
in  no  small  degree  from  the  want  of  that  frrcenl 
Chrtstian  zeal  which  such  Examples  ought  more 
generally  to  have  inspired.     The  trials  to  which 
wc  have  been  exposed,  the  reverse  of  situation 
which  we  have  experienced,  the  coldness  and 
indilference  of  our  lay  brethren  to  their  most 
essential  interests,  both  temporal  and  eternal, 
arc  con.-«iderat!ons,    it   is   tiue,  which  seem   to 
plead  strongly  in  our  excuse.     But  thoutrh  our 
most  fervent  zeal  might  not,  and  indeed  oui;jhl 
not  to  have  prevented  that  reverse  of  situation 
in  one  respect,  yet  perhaps  it  has  been  too  much 
aggravated  by  our  own  conduct.     The  coldness, 
the  indrffRrcnce  of  the  laity,   of  which   we  so 
much  complain,  from  whence  hath   it  arisen  ? 
Ilath   the  sacred  tire  committed    to   our  trust 
been  everywhere  and  at  all  limes  cherished  by 
us   with  that   watchful    and    zealous  attention 
which  50  holy  a  deposit e  required  I     Had  it  been 
thus  chorihhod,   might  not,  my  brethren,   that 
ancient  flame,  which    once  animated  and  en- 
lightened the  members  of  our  church,  still  have 
dillusrd  its  warmth,  and  thus  have  banished  far 
that  coldness  which  threatens  an  approaching 
torpor  fatal  to  reliiiion  \  or,  instead  of  indiffer- 
ence  to  our  church,  might  we  not  now  have 
beheld  many  of  those  membeis  who  have  for- 
nkea  hor,  stiU  ardent  and  zeakxtt  in  her  sup- 


port 1  In  an  inquiry  which  m  netrly  eaDCfm 
every  miniater  oi  the  church,  who  ahall  not  bt 
found  wanting  1 — Great  God  !  peifaapa  a  wnk 
of  leal  in  the  discharge  of  my  paatoral  dutiw 
may  have  atored  up  for  me,  in  the  dicadhl 
secrets  of  thy  justice,  judgments  at  which  I 
ought  to  tremble  !  But  I  will  implon  the  es* 
tension  of  thy  mercies.  I  will  endeavour,  villi 
thy  aid,  not  only  to  awaken  within  myself  a  jort 
sense  of  my  duties,  but  exert  the  small  portioD 
of  talents  which  thou  hast  allotted  to  ms  ia 
impressing  deeply  upon  the  minds  of  all  my  Sal- 
low-labourers,  *'  that  a  holy,  fervent  zeal,  il> 
tempered  with  charity,  is  the  most  essnitad 
qualification  of  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  tin 
tirst  effect  of  sacerdotal  grace." 

Be  ye  then  r mewed  t»  the  spirit  of  yotff  mad, 
or  of  your  vocation.     Recollect,  n.y  leffnak 
brethren,  to  whom  the  apostle  formerl]|f  addressed 
this  word  of  exhortation — to  ministers  of  dN 
gospel,  as  has  been  well  observed,  who  ezpoisd 
their  lives  every  hour  for  him  who  sent  tbcm; 
to  ministers,  peisecuted,  reviled,  trampled  vndM 
foot,  yet  suffering  with  joy,  and  embracing  italk 
as  a  leward  :  to  the  first  preachers  of  the  Chii^ 
tian  religion,  among  whom  were  apostles,  frtplh 
ets^  erariffelists^  pastors^  and  teachers  ;  10  mei 
whose  sanctity  and  zeal  the  whole  world,  wilk 
all  its  ostentatious  philosophy,  could  not  it- 
sist.     Such  were  tlie  men  to  whom  the  apos- 
tle   thus    earnestly    recommended,   that    tbM 
should  renew  themselves  in  the  spirit  of  thsff 
vocation  ;  men  who  were  still  full  of  that  bolf 
spirit  which  had  lately  descended  from  beavaOf 
and  who,   like   their  master,  diffused  ii  from 
their  plenitude  over  the  people  and  the  nations. 

It  is  this  same  exhoriution  which  I  address  to 
you,  and  at  the  same  time  to  myself;  to  us,  who 
are  respectively  called  to  the  ministry,  as  tb^ 
successors  of  those  men,  in  this  latter  age ;  an 
age  which  would  substitute  the  cold  lessons  of 
a  |)olitical  philosophy  for  those  sublime.  thos0 
warm  and  consolatory  ideas,  that  spring  frooa 
religion,  and  which   are    no  less   necessanr  V> 
vivify  the  moral,  than  the  rays  which  flow  IroiD 
the  sun  are  to  m\  igorate  the  vegetable  worid  ; 
to  us,  who  not  only  behold  those  temples  dedi" 
cated  to  the  living  Gon  too  frequently  deserted 
by  their  once  warm  and  zealous  friends,  but  to 
us,  in  whose  days,  unless  those  ideas,  so  proli6c 
of  duty,  which  our  religion  enforces,  be  revivcdf 
licentiousness  must  triumph,  and  not  only  shaki 
the  foundations  of  civil  libertv.  but,  like  a  tor- 
rent,  bursting  all   the  mounds  of  vutue,  muit 
overwiielm  whatever  remains  of  truth,  integrity, 
and  happiness.     Let  us  then  be  renewed,  J  en- 
treat  you,  in  the  spirit  of  our  vocaMon ;  in  that 
holv,  fervent  zeal,  which  should  be  the  distin- 
guishing  charhcterisiic  of  every  minister  of  tha 
go*{>el. 

But  how  is  that  zeal,  which  I  now  recom- 
mend as  the  most  essential  qualification  of  every 
minister  of  the  gospel,  to  be  displayed  \  I  an- 
swer, by  the  manner  in  which  wo  shall  dia- 
chaigc  the  miiiisterial  functions,  by  our  coii- 
rcrsation^  and  6y  our  example.  Be  thou  an  cs- 
ample  of  the  belter crs^  in  word,  in  conrersatum^ 
in  ckarUif,  in  spirit^  in  faiik,  in  pmriijf,    A  Imt- 
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Ibl  minister  of  the  gospel,  in  the  langfoage  of  the  I  thai  that  he  will  influence  the  practice  of  h 


apoetie,  it  an  ambaaaador  for  Chnst.  Such  a 
cnaracter  suggests  to  us,  in  the  first  place,  the 
importance  and  the  dignity  of  our  functioni,  and 
at  the  same  time,  the  fidelity  and  the  zeal  with 
\vhich  they  should  be  performed.  But  such  a 
minister  is  also  termed  a  latourer  together  trith 
Ood  for  the  Balvation  of  souls ;  by  preaching 
the  gospel,  by  the  adniiniqUation  of  the  sacra- 
ments, and  by  all  those  other  functions  which 
tend  to  promote  and  establish  virtue  and  charity 
imong  men,  and  to  keep  alive  a  just  sf  n^e  of 
ihe  inestimable  benefits  of  the  Christian  dis- 


pensation.    We  are  also,  my  brethren,  to  vatch    complish  an  end  so  devoutly  to  be  wished,  pe: 


for  ihe  iouU  of  otherMy  as  they  that  are  to  give 
CM  aecouni.  if  such  be  the  nature,  such  the 
fmctions,  of  our  sacred  embassy,  what  minister, 
what  priest,  what  bishop  m  there,  who  will  not, 
with  pious  awe,  reflect  most  seriously  npon  the 
BHmientous  charge  committed  to  him  ;  and 
while  he  profoundly  meditates  upon  the  extent 
of  his  duties,  ardently  supplicate,  at  the  throne 
of  grace,  the  renewal  of  that  f extent  era/,  with- 
OQt  which  the  great  ends  of  bis  ministry  can 
Jierer  be  accomplished. 

II.  Renewed  with  this  holy  zeal,  we  should 
•turn  our  attention  to  thn  principal  means  which 
■re  ofTered  to  us  of  displaying  it ;  and  of  labour- 
img  efTectually,  together  with  God^  for  the  salva- 
tion of  tovJa.  The  first  which  presents  itself 
js  pulpit  eloquence.  PulpU  eloquence^  my  rev- 
<erend  brethren,  is  one  of  those  remedies  for 
which  our  present  misfortunes  call  aloud  ;  it  is 
that  ethereal  fire  which,  if  properly  excited  and 
conducted,  will  not  fail  to  restore  our  enfeebled 
chnrch. 

Every  minister  of  the  gospel  will  readily 
agree,  that  his  first  duty  is  to  adapt  his  dis- 
courses to  those  important  purposes  for  which 
ho  is  called  to  the  ministry.     As  an  ambassador 


hearers ;  it  is  thus  that  practice  will  gradual] 
ripen  into  habit,  and  that  men  will  see  and  a 
knowledge  that  happiness  is  the  offspring  i 
religion. 

In  whatever  point  of  view  we  consider  this  in 
portant  part  of  the  ministerial  functiona,  it  mu; 
be  acknowledged,  that  every  sermon  should  be 
persuasive  oration.  I^^t,  then,  the  situation  ( 
the  church,  and,  in  particular,  the  glorious  frui 
which  sprmg  up  at  the  voice  of  the  persuatix 
preacher,  excite  within  us  an  anient  desire  I 
render  our  discnurses  truly  persuasive.     To  u 


niit  me  to  recommend,  with  a  degree  of  eai 
neatness  which  the  sincerest  anxiety  only  for  th 
honour  and  the  prosperity  of  our  church  coul 
call  forth,  that  all  the  principles  of  pulpit  eU 
quenee  be  most  assiduously  studied  by  evei 
minister  of  the  church  ;  and  that,  by  reiterate 
practice  in  private,  they  endeavour  to  evinc 
iheir  energy  in  public.  Be  persuaded  that  pn] 
pit  eloquence  is  an  art,  and  one  of  the  noblesl 
perhaps  I  may  also  add,  one  of  the  most  difficu] 
of  the  arts.  But,  should  difTiculties  appal  thos 
whose  profession  enjoins  the  attainment  of  thi 
art  as  a  sacred  duty  \  To  attain  it,  howevei 
we  mu^t  first  be  poMessed  of  all  the  principle 
u{)on  which  the  art  is  founded  ;  we  must  stud; 
those  authors  who  have  most  clearly  dcvelope 
them ;  and  then  we  should  despise  all  toil,  al 
labour,  until  we  are  enabled  to  reduce  them  t 
practice.  Il  is  then,  my  brethren,  we  shall  u 
such  a  marmer  reason  of  righteousness,  of  tern 
peranety  and  a  judgment  to  come,  that  every  sin 
ner  shall  tremble^  And  with  new-born  fervour  ac 
knowledge,  thou  persuadest  me  to  be  a  Christian 
What  I  ha\e  taken  the  liberty  to  recommend 
appears  to  be  well  worthy  of  the  attention  o 
every  pastor ;  but  to  the  minister  who  has  jus 


of  Christ,  he  must  continue  the  mission  of  his  I  entered  upon  the  career  of  his  labours,  it  is  cer 


Lord.  His  discourses  rnuht  have  for  their  con- 
stant aim  the  salvation  of  souls  ;  he  must  keep 
•live  a  just  sense  of  God,  the  beneficent  Crea- 
tor ana  preserver  of  the  universe ;  he  must 
make  known  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  the  man- 
ner of  our  redemption  ;  he  must  convince  men 
of  the  certainty  of  a  future  judgment ;  he  must 
keep  their  con$icienres  awake  to  the  dangers  of 
■in  ;  he  must  show  that  religion  is  the  rock  upon 
which  our  happincHs,  both  temporal  and  eternal, 
must  be  foundol ;  he  must,  in  short,  enforce  all 
the  truths  of  our  religion,  in  order  to  persuade 
men  to  he  virtuous  and  good.  The  pulpit  ora- 
tor must  address  the  understanding,  inform  and 
enlighten  the  mind  ;  he  must  **  reason"  of  righte- 
ousness, leniprranr.e^  and  judgment  to  come^  but 


tainly  of  the  utmost  importance.  If  he  be  anz 
ious,  at  the  eve  of  a  life  dedicated  to  the  service 
of  his  Ciod,  to  enjoy  the  noble,  the  grateful  ret 
ros]>ect,  of  having  promoted  piety  among  men 
of  having  rendered  them  virtuous  and  happy,  bi 
persuading  them  to  practise  those  duties  whicf 
they  owe  to  themselves,  to  their  fellow-crea- 
tures, and  to  their  God,  he  must  be  eloquent ;  hi 
must  unite  the  two  great  characteristics  of  thi 
pulpit  orator,  gravity  and  icarmth.  They  shoulc 
be  united,  not  only  in  the  composition  of  hii 
discourses,  but  also  in  his  manner  of  delivering 
them.  The  nature  of  the  subjects  upon  widcl 
he  is  to  speak  requires  gravity ;  but  their  ii& 
portance  to  mankind  demands  also  tnarmtki 
they  demand,  essentially,  that  pious,  interest' 
he   should  remember   that   knowledge  without  j  ing,  atfecting,  penetrating  manner,  which  a  con- 


practice  is  useless.  He  must  convince  in  order 
to  persuade.  He  must  not  only  prove  to  men 
in  what  their  greatest  good  consists,  but  call  to 
his  aid  ail  the  powers  of  the  oratorical  art,  to 
persuade  them  to  love  and  to  pursue  that  good  ; 
he  must  not  only  give  just  and  clear  views  of 
religious  truths,  but  inculcate  them  in  so  forci- 
ble a  manner  that  they  »hall  penetrate  the  heart ; 
that  they  shall  there  make  an  impreitsion  which 
no  time  or  circumstances  can  erer  ofiace.    It  is 


sciousness  of  the  momentous  truths  he  deiiven 
naturally  dictates. 

I  do  not  pretend  that  equal  eminence  ii  at- 
tainable  by  every  preacher.  Each  will  have  • 
manner  in  some  respects  peculiar  to  himself. 
Every  man  hath  his  proper  gift  of  Gttd,  one 
after  this  manner,  another  after  that.  What  is 
natural  wc  should  preserve  ;  but  we  may,  bj 
attention,  not  only  remove  adventitious  faults, 
but  greatly  improve  our  proper  giflt.    For  thia 
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piirpoie  it  hta  been  recommended,  occationallj, 
fu  n'qiinst  hoine  prrAOii  in  the  congre;ntion, 
upon  v%ho»L>  judk'iiif-nl  mid  camiuur  we  can  rely, 
to  p«)int  out  wli.H«'vrr  may  be  dt'fcclive  either 
ill  tlif  ni.ina^iiMJii  iit  of  the  voice  or  in  aclioit. 
Good  ftcntfc.  and  an  ctrnest  desire  of  beiiijr  a 
pt'ofitaMc  miniMtcr  of  the  church,  will  aooii  elt'ect 
tl:e  ilesired  amendment.  But  every  attempt 
towards  aniendmeiit  as  a  preacher,  pre!tup})Osea 
that  the  iniinim:iii>  meiliod  of  nadtu^  Bermons 
is  to  Im*  abuiidoMpd.  Tiie  best  disoonrse,  whi>n 
the  eyes  are  continually  fixed  to  tlie  paper,  in- 
stead of  excitini;  wnrin  airections,  will  scarcely 
enffu^  tliH  Htt«iit:(in.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
when  a  sermon  has  b«:C'n  siiiiiciently  digested, 
and  in  part  cominittKd  to  memory,  it  may  be 
delivered  with  frtM'dom  and  spirit ;  tlic  preacher 
will  be  at  hherty  to  f  nt'orce  his  words*  with  cor- 
respondf'iit  Inokii,  and  even  wilii  a  becoming 
action;  he  will  in>en%(ihly  address  every  {>ari  of 
his  audience,  and  thus  perceive  wiiether  they 
comprehend  what  has  Ih'mi  delivered,  ur  whetlier 
he  hiis  moved  and  roused  thcin  us  he  intended  ; 
ho  will  a)AO,  after  a  ^hort  ex]H>riencc,  he  enabled 
to  cnlar|rc  U|>oa  particular  heads,  as  the  occa- 
sion may  require,  or  to  add  to  his  discourse  new 
oSservalions  and  retlcctiouH,  more  sinking  than 
mi^ht  have  occurred  to  liitn  at  thccoul  moments 
of  composition  ;  \\v  will  likewise,  by  prudent 
extemporaneous  dVor's,  co-mter.ict  those  de.- 
claimers  whose  {)i>pularity  depends  u)ion  such 
a  method  of  ypt^akinfi^ ;  .iiid  as  their  followers 
have  the  strati^e  credulity  to  think  them  pos- 
sessed of  a  supernatural  ^ift,  he  wiil  enjoy  the 
reward  of  unih'Ofiviiii;  them,  by  imiialirii;  the 
pracnce  oi"  M  IVuil  iipiin  another  0('(:a>i()ri  ; 
vhat  I  do,  J  u-ii!  »/•;,  fft-il  n-hrtein  ihf)/  n/ori/, 
thry  mnif  he  Jnmid  cr'  n  nx  irr.  'Vht'  truth  is. 
we  have  lost  im)  ni  iiiv  memlter*.  of  th<»  church 
by  the  cold  meil.i)d  ol  roaduii;  sermons,  and  hv 
no:  pre:u"hini;  in  a  in.iiuier  surfioit-Mtly  rrrtHi/^m- 
ca! ;  nor  shall  we  rjiher  recover  tljern,  t»r  pre- 
vent a  continued  diminution  of  our  iiumlM.-rs, 
until  we  accustom  0'ir>e!ves  to  </'-<7f/r^  with  zeal. 
Willi  force,  anil  with  sjisrit,  a'f  ihr  cnunstl  of 
inni.  Let  it  be  drcland  in  a  in-inner  adapted 
to  the  roiiijirifhen-iOM  of  the  loAe-t  as  well  as 
of  ih«?  hJL'lie.-t.  l,<'i  It  be  O'lr  (':ire.  as  it  was 
our  S:*viour*s,  th-it  thr  po^ir  hnrf  tkr.  tifsju'l 
prrarJird  to  thrm.  It  is  .unonL:  them  tliut  re- 
liijioM  is  most  cheri.'htil  ;  the  heavenly  hlessi,.ff 
1:1  their  cliiei  consula!ii>n  and  sujtport,  even  in 
thin  worM.  Ti-.ey  st;uid  in  most  need  of  reli- 
)?ious  instruction  ;  ainl  therefore  every  pious  min- 
iitter  will  consider  himself  as  constnentiouslv 
bound  to  take  the  greatest  care,  that  his  dis- 
courses be  not  only  calculated  for  that  purpose, 
but  that  th«;y  may  be  d»'livered  in  a  manner 
winch  shall  cominaiid  their  attention,  and  in- 
spiH-  an  judenl  love  for  piety  aijd  virtue  ;  he 
will  always  renieinher  tkat  he  is  a  debtor  both  to 
thr  itijer:  and  thr  umnsr  ;  he  will  consider,  holU 
whil'!  he  IK  framiair  rik]  preaching  his  discourse, 
"wherlirr  this  be  sujjieiently  adapted  to  the 
capac:f>s,  the  htate  of  minti,  the  circumstances, 
o!  tSc  poor;  will  l.u<  ptrl  luf  clp;»r,  that  hmnr 
OfO'i^'i  ;  a  lh:rd  well  guard*  d  a«;'inn't  nusl  I'.is  ; 
will  llioy  return  At*  uiucli  bouur  uiAposed  taan 


thej  came,  it  it  was  in  onr  powa  to 

them  V*    In  abort,  he  wi]l  alwavt  endeaToar  Ibl 
the  word  of  Gild  may  be  atiil,  as  it  wmm 
nilly,  pmcerfulf  and  tkarper  than  atiyiWQ-tdgii 

stcord. 

It  will  not  be  inferred,  I  hope,  from  what  bl 
been  said,  that  1  am  an  advocate  for  that  ini» 
ner  which  is  termed  ihealncal ;  on  tiw  cofr 
trary,  I  consider  it  as  most  improper  in  ikl 
(Christian  orator,  or  for  those  noisy  decluN- 
tions  with  which  Christian  conmgationa  ail 
sometimes  addressed.  No ;  such  declimatiori 
are  as  unworthy  of  comparison  with  the  bli^ 
mony  of  thai  eloquence  which  allures  the  lOul  H 
heaven,  as  the  noise  of  cranes  with  the  del^l> 
ful  symphonies  of  the  orjjan. 

Much  also  of  our  attention  should  be  toriNd 
to  the  manner  in  which  ihc  other  parts  of  difiM 
service  ought  to  be  performed.  N^'e  hoasi,  ni 
certainly  with  the  greatest  reason,  of  the  excd- 
leiicy  of  our  liturgy.  Let  us  then  ttody  to^ 
liver  it  in  a  manner  worthy  of  auch  a  cofn|M» 
tion  ;  let  us  study  the  art  of  reading.  Lets' 
fludy  to  read  disiiiictly,  emphatically,  ferrsnllj; 
we  should  no  longer  liehold  coneregatioos  iiHl^ 
tentive ;  on  the  contrary,  we  should  hare  di 
satisfaction  of  experiencing  that  the  serried 
read  or  delivered  with  devotion,  with  force,  ail 
propriety,  would  infuse  the  spirit  of  devotioi^ 
ami  excite  an  ardent  love  for  so  excellent, M 
rational  a  form  of  public  worship. 

We  complain,  and  with  too  much  reason,  tf 
the  decadence  of  religion,  of  the  declension  tf 
our  church,  and  of  the  ineflicacy  of  the  mioi^ 
terial  labours  ;  but  let  her  ministers  be  di^ 
tiniiuishid  not  only  for  p;ety  and  learning,  bat 
lor  pwljMt  ehwpience  iind  propriety  of  reading; 
we  should  soon  find  that  ihey  would  be  adoi* 
red,  IoIIovvimI,  and  almost  adored. 

III.  In  llie  next  [Mace,  lei  me  exhort  yoa, OJ 
lirethren.  earnes:Iy  to  impress  upon  part- nt<  not 
oidy  the  duty  of  infant  Inptism,  but  aUo  tbl 
farther  duty  of  haviug  them  instructed,  as  eirlf 
as  possil)le,  in  t!ie  prmciplts  of  Chri^tianitT.w 
thus  pre|)ared  tor  tiie  ancient  apostolic  rite  of 
conlirmation.  I  Irust  the  ministers  of  ei^ 
parish  will  consider  tlie  instruction  of  chilJrWi 
i:i  the  piii;rip|e<»  unil  <iiities  of  Christianity, M 
an  iiii[iort:int  |»:irt  of  their  functions,  and  tbati 
lor  tills  pi.rpo'ie,  they  will,  at  regular  slatfs 
periods,  examine  and  iii'-truct  them  in  thrf 
ratechi.Mn,  as  our  churi'h  directs.  She  pi»  "1 
dt>ritly  and  wisely  extends  her  maternal  aimatO 

I  he  lisifig  g»neration>   at   the  earliest  periods 
(iratitiuN:   for  tho.se  bies.sings  will  l>e  a  aoQlCl 
of  the  slrongesi  attaehinent  al  a  more  advanced 
period.     ISo  far  as  tin;  epi^'copal  duties  maT  ra« 
quire  attention,    I    hope    in  Ciod    they  witl  ba 
diseharged  with  a  becoming  zeal  and  fidelity. 
It  is  my  present  purjiose  triennially  to  visit  each 
[larish  ;    ind  I   tlitler   myself  I  shall  enjoy  the 
ron^olirig  pr«).-peot,  not  only  of  seeing  our  con- 
giegations    revived,   and    religion    everywhere 
dill'using  Its  vital  blessings,  but  also  that  such 
children  as  are  ronie  to  t/iars  of  discrttioH  wiU 
l>e  properly  instiucied  and  prepared  for  the  ritt 
of  rorifi  •: nation 

IV.  la  tMd  fourih  placo  I  muit  oboervoi  thai 
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pSAlmodj  has  been  too  moch  neglected  in  our 
churches.  JjCt  us  be  careful  to  revive  no  exnii- 
•d  a  p^irt  of  our  public  worship,  and  to  render  it 
not  only  more  porfect,  but  more  gr'neriil.  I^et 
us  endeavour  to  encourage  those  achool.s  wlirre- 
in  that  manner  which  is  ino^t  melodious,  and  at 
the  same  lime  properly  adapted  to  public  wor- 
ship, may  be  tHUi^ht.  All  the  members  of 
our  rcliirious  assemblies  will  thus  be  enabled 
and  induced  to  jum  m  tikosc  &ulcmn  acts  of 
praise  and  thankstriving  ;  or,  tn  makniir  a  jityful 
ttOiMe  to  the  God  of  their  saltahon^  and  in  sink- 
ing hia  praise  wilh  undci  standi ntr.  It  has  ap- 
peared to  me,  that  a  proper  aUention  to  tins 
•object  is  onn  of  tlie  necessary  requisites  to  re- 
vive our  coDgregHtions ;  and  also,  that  the 
modem  psalmody  is  generally  to  be  preferred. 
There  are  various  hymii.t,  composed  by  many 
•scelient  and  piuus  men,  which  breathe  the 
spirit  of  true  devotion,  and  wfiich  are  admirably 
adapted  to  Christian  worship;  they  admit  of 
that  solemn  and  elevated  strain  of  harmony, 
which  never  fdds  to  excite  and  increase,  by 
sympathetic  emotions,  that  ardour  which  should 
pervade  the  whole  congre^tion ;  they  may 
therefore  be  introduced  to  the  greatest  advan- 

V.  But  among  the  many  duties  which  await 
as  as  ministers  of  the  gospel,  there  can  be  none 
more  important  than  that  of  earnestly  presxiug 
upon  the  minds  of  our  congregations  the  nhlipa- 
tioH  and  the  benefits  of  receiving,  at  regular 
stated  times,  the  sacrament.  I  fear  the  com- 
municants, in  too  many  parishes,  are  not  as 
Dumerotis  as  formerly.  If  this  be  the  case,  it 
surely  indicat«><t  an  alarming  declensio!i  of  a  just 
sense  of  the  rriiijion  v,c  ptoft'ss.  Let  me.  then, 
exhort  you,  particularly  to  impress  upon  yi>'ir 
congregHtion.s  the  duties  of  observing  strio't^y 
this  holy  ordinance,  institnied  by  (Jhrist  him- 
self, and  the  dirttiniruishing  badge  of  a  (Christian 
society,  by  plain,  [irHcticnl.  and  intere?<tmg  dis- 
courses, wherein  the  nature,  end.  and  benefit 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  may  be  clearly  and  fully 
shown. 

VI.  Another  important  duty,  incumbent  upon 
the  niinisier!«  of  (^-hrist,  claims  hUo  our  atten- 
tion ;  which  is,  to  exercise  a  godly  diseipiine. 
Without  such  discipline,  the  church  of  ('hrist, 
which  should  l>e  holy  and  without  blemish,  can- 
not prosper.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  pastor  of 
Che  church  to  check  the  progress  of  wicked- 
ness by  all  means  heeoming  the  spirit  of  the 
gospel ;  by  eihortatwa  and  by  reproofs  both  pri- 
vate and  public.  If  this  pirt  of  the  ministerial 
discipline  be  performed  with  meekness,  with 
pnidrnce,  and  ('hristian  charity,  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  attended  with  happy  effects.  But 
there  is  a  discipline  which  particularly  re^pecis 
ourselvew,  and  which  must  be  most  strictly  re- 
garded. The  church  has  wisely  ordered  that 
visiters  should  be  selected  for  certain  districts, 
and  pointe<i  out  the  duties  which  they  are  to 
perform.  Those  duties,  I  hope,  will  be  most 
sedulously  attended  to  ;  and  therefore  I  beg  lo 
take  this  opportunity  of  exhorting  and  of  char- 

S'ng  all  those  ministers  who  are  intrusted  with 
e  vistiatorial  power,  to  oonaidor  the  dua  exer- 


cise  of  it  as  iniispeiuahle.  I  doubt  not  of  yov 
zeal  in  this  respect,  but  the  importance  of  thf 
trust  requires  that  the  strict  execution  of  it 
should  be  earnestly  recommended.  This  is  not 
only  necessary  fur  the  preservation  of  that  godlv 
discipline,  without  which  our  church  must  ruah 
precipitately  into  still  greater  difficulties  than 
those  which  now  surround  her  ;  but  the  annual 
visits  of  clergymen,  respectable  for  their  piety, 
their  zeal,  their  example,  their  eloquence,  must 
serve  to  reanimate  the  members  of  the  churchi 
must  confirm  the  wavering,  and  give  fresh  ac- 
tivity to  the  spirit  of  religion.  \Ve  should  be- 
hold our  churches  upon  those  occasions  crowd- 
ed ;  we  should  find  a  love  for  public  worship 
would  soon  succeed  to  that  indifference  which 
is  now  so  predominant.  I  am  satisfied  also, 
upon  the  same  principle,  that  if  the  neighbour- 
ing ministers  would  occasionally  assist  each 
other  in  the  performance  of  divine  service,  the 
interchange  would  be  productive  of  the  greatest 
benefits  to  the  church.  The  love  of  novelty,  so 
congenial  lo  the  human  mind,  should  be  grati- 
fied ;  or,  rather,  that  principle  should  be  seized 
upon  and  employed  as  one  of  the  meana  which 
are  offered  to  us  to  promote  religion,  to  con- 
duct men  to  the  knowledge  of  the  gospel,  to 
prevent  their  being  carried  about  by  every  blast 
of  vain  doctrine,  and  to  renovate  the  former 
attachment  lo  our  church.  As  far,  then,  as  such 
an  interchange  of  pastoral  duties  can  be  effect- 
ed. I  would  warmly  recommend  it  also  to  the 
ministers  of  our  church. 

VII.  There  still  remains,  my  brethren,  a  sub- 
ject of  great  importance,  at  all  times,  to  the 
church,  but  which,  at  present,  requires  a  par- 
ticular attention.  A  minister  of  Christ  is  to 
teach  his  fltx^k  by  his  good  example.  He  is  to 
be  the  pntir.rn  of  all  mwd  works.  Ye  are  the 
.salt  of  the  earth.  Ye  are,  by  your  example  as 
well  as  your  doctrine,  to  prevent  that  corruption 
of  manners  to  which  the  nature  of  man  continu- 
ally tends.  Example,  you  know,  is  the  abridged 
method  of  persuasion.  Men  live,  for  the  most 
part,  by  imitation.  It  is  the  source  of  almost 
all  their  vices  and  their  virtues.  What  happi- 
ness for  that  parish,  or  that  congregation,  when 
Goil  raises  up  among  them  a  minister  whose 
example  for  piety  and  virtue  serves  as  a  specta- 
cle both  for  men  and  angels  !  It  is,  if  I  may 
avail  myself  of  the  observations  of  one  of  the 
luminaries  of  the  Christian  church,  a  continued 
gospel  before  their  eyes.  If  his  example  should 
not  recall  men  to  their  duties,  at  least  it  inspires 
them  with  res[>ect  for  virtue  ;  it  forces  them  to 
acknowledge  that  there  are  still  just  men  upon 
earth  ;  repairs  the  injury  which  unworthy  min- 
isters do,  in  the  opinion  of  the  public,  to  the 
sanctity  of  the  ministerial  character ;  and  cor- 
rects the  censures  and  the  derisions  which  Ub- 
ertines  throw  upon  the  ministry  itself.  Yes, 
my  brethren ;  thou':"!  a  pious  minister  should 
confine  all  the  good  he  can  do  to  the  example 
of  a  regular  and  edifying  life  ;  though  he  should 
only  show  to  the  public,  in  the  detail  of  hia 
manners,  an  example  of  piety,  of  prudent  con- 
versation, of  charity,  of  modesty,  of  innocence, 
aod  of  sacexdoul  gnvity,  it  wtwld  be  still  tniOi 
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tel  1m  liOvU  be  Mf>r  l&«  rMf  « th«  nha- 
tioii  of  nuiT. 

But,  oo  the  oUmt  hmd,  what  leilectiopi  iiraet 
eltettd  tbftt  pealor,  who,  ihnragfa  the  ddeet  of 
BDch  ea  example,  leee,  that  dnrinff  the  coorae  of 
e  long  miiuatry,  he  haa  not  witboiawn  a  lingle 
•oolftoai  the  waja  of  deatroction  ;  that  he  baa 
cometed  no  diaordeia,  poblie  or  private,  in  hia 
perUi ;  that,  niatead  of  efieeiing  a  change  far 
the  better,  hia  miniatnr  haa  been  attended  with 
n  iqiid  d^generaej  of  mannera,  and  a  contempt 
fcr  leUgion !   Wliat  reflectiona  moat  he  make 

Sthe  long  inatilitj  of  hia  miniaterial  laboora ! 
t  he  to  aearch  for  the  caoae  in  hia  own 
ict»  hi  hia  relaxed  piety,  in  hia  want  of 
thai  aeol  whkh  ahonld  have  animated  a  Chria- 
tMB  paelor,  hi  the  defect  of  that  exainple  which 
riMMiU  heve  adorned  hia  life,  or  in  the  hardneea 
and  depravity  of  hia  ilock  1  But  alaa !  when 
the  heavenly  hiatie  of  a  piooa  and  virtooua  ex- 
ample k  wanting,  how  can  the  event  be  other- 
wiael  Both  he  reprove,  correct,  instroct  t  It 
ii  not  with  that  eameat  iml  which  animatea  the 
tnl^  niooe.  Doth  he  deliver  trotha  the  moat 
alaimmgT  They  are  accompanied  with  an  air  of 
edUneaa  or  inaraaibility  which  takea  firom  them 
aH  their  inflaence ;  or,  if  he  attempt  a  xeal,  a 
WMttlh  whieh  anch  tmtha  call  for,  that  pore 
md  apetbte  character,  which  givea  weight  and 
eneigy  to  the  moat  aimple  diacoorae,  b  vranting ; 
they  coeae  diaaiined  <n  all  their  force ;  inatead 
of  tnunfoeing  into  the  aonla  of  hia  hearera  an 
aidour  for  relinon,  or  kindling  the  difioe  fire 
of  love  for  God,  they  make  no  impreaaion,  bat 
melt  away  like  the  aoonds  which  convey  them, 
uid  are  nowhere  felt.  How  different  the  effect 
when  such  truths  fall  from  the  lips  of  a  minister 
reapectable  for  his  virtue  and  piety,  whose  ex- 
ample, in  toordf  in  conversation^  in  charity^  in 
awaii,  in  faiths  in  penVy,  is  a  source  of  con- 
tmnal  inatruction  !  Doubt  it  not,  my  brethren ; 
if  vre  would  apeak  with  dignity  and  success,  we 
moat  atand,  like  the  apostle,  upon  the  holy  emi- 
nence of  a  sublime  virtue  and  an  animated  zesl. 
It  ia  from  that  eminence  that  we  must  speak 
terror  into  the  souls  of  the  violators  of  divine 
law,  that  we  must  draw  tears  of  compunction 
from  the  eyes  of  the  wicked,  and  oblige  them, 
by  the  ardour  of  our  zeal,  to  bum  or  trample 
nnder  foot  the  idob  which  they  have  hitherto 
vrorahipped. 

We  cannot  too  often  reflect,  that  the  voice 
of  mankind,  the  nature  of  our  office,  the  solemn 
engagementa  we  entered  into  when  that  office 
waa  conferred  upon  us,  the  prosperity  of  the 
chnrch,  the  commands  of  our  Lord  and  master, 
every  consideration,  either  of  duty  or  honour, 
demands  from  us  a  life  of  holiness.  There  are 
some  vices,  such  as  those  of  profaneness  and 
ebriety,  such  as  spring  from  ungoverned  pas- 
sions, from  a  disregard  to  veracity  and  honour, 
which  demonstrate  a  mind  lost  to  every  principle 
of  goodness  ;  God  grant  that  such  may  never 
be  found  in  our  society  !  But  should  they  un- 
happily be  found,  or  the  least  approximation  to 
them,  every  member  of  the  church,  and  in  partic- 
ular every  worthy  minister,  is  bound,  by  motives 
the  moot  aacred,  to  exert  himaelf  in  '^yyitllipg 
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ao  reltmiioae  to  the  dNnbiM 
hiMMiiktj*    Tneie  ani,  boweWy 
to  which  we  may  be  mofo  eipeeed,  wuiL 
thoogh  not  etained  with  the  tuipitide  of 
juat  mentioDed,  etHl  tend  to  deaMy  lh» 
which  ia  doe  lo  the  mhuaterial  chereef  ,< 
detieet  from  the  utility  of  onr  lalNNBa. 
abonU  alw^  bear  m  mind*  tfait  what 
aKghtly  cenanred  hi  othera,  ia  oAeii 
cnaunal  to  mmiatera  of  the  goapeL    Evea-tf^ 
who  eolieit  a  clergyman  to  enMr  nls  nii 
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of  the  dav,  and  entiee  hia  tti  h  t$0^ 
prudent  levity,  will  afterward 
a  miniatert  though  they  albet  to 
a  friend.     Let  not  the  example  oi 
aentimenta  of  the  worid,  let  not  on 
of  apirit  and  freedom,  let  not  any  i 
prevail  upon  ua  to  depart,  in  anv  ma 
the  character  we  have  undertaken  to 
Beauty  of  character  alwaya  repoaae  vpai 
aiatency.     Thia  ia  partiemarly  expedad 
ua,  and  muat  be  maintained,  if  wo  imid 
reapect  and  real  eateem. 

I  have  conaidered  it  aa  my  doty 
recommend  zeal.     It  ia  certainly  an 
qualification  of  the  miniaterial  character. 
we  ahoold  beware  of  miemfermU  leaL 
vice,  aa  well  aa  the  alighter  foJUnga  to  wUeh 
atand  exposed,  may  inainuate  itaelf  too 
nnleaa  we  gnard  againet  it.    Respeet  far 
tiana  of  every  denomination,  a  libenl  nod 
interpretation  of  their  aentimenta  and  ~ 
is  a  necessary  conaeqnence  of  (hat  cbarilf, 
love,  which  is  so  often  enjoined  by  the  i 
writers.     Instead  of  cherishing  or  encoarigiif 
animosities,  be  it  ours  to  show  an  example  «» 
thy  of  the  Christian  character.     ForbeaiiMt 
will  thus  become  genersi ;  and  at  length,  Mh' 
haps,  we  may  all  be  united  in  the  bonds  of  m 
and  peace.     Should,  indeed,  onr  inat  righta  asi 
Christian  society  be  invaded,  it  then  becooMS  t. 
duty,  I  had  almost  said  a  sacred  duty,  for  I  frll' 
the   obligation  to  be  such,  to  maintain  ihfli 
with  firmness.     But  let  prudence  and  diariy 
always  prescribe  the  rule  of  conduct. 

But  in  a  place  so  full  of  the  sacerdotal  epid^ 
I  will  not  dwell  longer  upon  this  subject,  Mi^ 
ever  interesting  and  momentooa.     God  | 
that  the  ministers  of  this  church  may  ever  I 
in  mind  their  high  vocation ;  that  they  n^ ' 
distinguished  as  examples  to  believers  Ibr 
purity  of  their  manners,  for  their  godly  eoi 
sation,  for  the  soundness  of  their  &th,  far  i 
charity  to  other  sects,  for  liberal  and 
knowledge,  for  the  practice  of  the  moat 
virtue,  and  for  their  earnest  zeal  in  dai 
charge  of  all  their  ministerial  functions !    ] 
we  ever  remember,  that  all  our  labours  wil  | 
fruitless,  that  the  most  edifying  tmtha  of 
gospel  will  be  lost  in  darkness,  unleea  tlMf' 
attended  with  that  light  which  beama  himi 
pious  and  virtuous  example.      May 
reverend  brethren,  who  diachaige  your 
with  so  much  edification,  aerve  aa  modab 
tho  more  negligent ;  may  your   fervour, 
example,  difiuse  their  influence  through 
member  of  the  chnieh,  witil,  hy  tho 
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lod,  wa  all  acquire  those  habits  of  piety,  un- 
ogned  humility,  extensive  benevolence,  charity, 
id  every  other  amiable  virtue  which  can  adorn 
u  profession  or  our  religion.  Thus  shall  we 
B  found  faithful  stewards  ;  thus  shall  wc  ensure 
ar  own  salvation,  while  wc  are  engaged  in 
romoiing  the  salvation  of  others. 

There  are  many  other  subjects  of  great  im- 
XtMnce  to  us  as  a  Christian  society,  to  which 
might,  and  perhaps  ought  to  have  requested 
mr  attention  ;  but  I  fear  I  should  trespass  upon 
Hir  patience.  I  must  rely  upon  your  own 
*noua  reflections,  and  that  holy  ardour  which, 
trust,  will  animate  the  breast  of  every  minister 
f  the  church,  to  supply  what  has  been  omitted. 

To  you,  my  respected  lay  brethren,  I  beg  now 
I  address  a  few  observations.  It  is  with  the 
Dcerest  pleasure  that  I  congratulate  the 
iUich  on  the  attachment  which  many  excel- 
nt  characters  among  the  laity  have  uniformly 
laaifested  to  the  communion  in  which  they 
•re  nurtured.  I  must  applaud  and  admire 
leir  attachment,  since  I  behold  in  them  not 
ily  sealous  (Jhri.'^tians,  but  the  best  of  patriots. 

Vet,  my  brethren  ;  to  minds  free  from  preju- 
ce,  and  uncomipted  by  the  sophisms  of  the 
^  nothing  appears  more  amiable,  nothing 
ore  essential  to  the  happiness  of  man,  either 
L  his  individual  or  social  capacity,  than  that 
ire  and  truly  divine  religion  which  our  Saviour 
slivered.  The  voice  of  reason,  the  language 
'  experience,  the  records  of  all  ages,  evince 
riU  the  happiness  of  individuals  and  the  pros- 
srity  of  nations  spring  from  the  principle  of  vir- 
le.  But  from  whence  can  this  principle  gain 
I  firm  a  support  as  from  religion  ;  from  jUbt  and 
nlted  ideas  of  that  Being  who  delights  in  vir- 
m!  In  vain  shall  the  legislator  enact  laws 
[MMi  laws ;  in  vain  shall  the  moralist  prescribe 
il«8  of  duty  ;  in  vain  shall  he  harangue  upon 
le  beauty  of  virtue  and  the  deformity  of  vice  : 
i^iect  for  the  laws  will  vanish ;  virtue  will 
ISO  its  elasticity  ;  corruption  of  manners,  with 
i  their  consequent  and  dreadful  attendants. 
kost  ensue,  unless  those  principles  be  fortiticd 
f  religion, — by  just  idoas  of  our  relation  and 
Bpendance  upon  a  God,  all-wise,  all-just,  om- 
ipoteut,  and  omnipresent, — the  avenger  of  ini- 
Jity,  but  the  rcniuncrator  of  virtue  The 
feet  cannot  be  otherwise.  The  mere  coercive 
>wer  of  human  laws,  aided  by  all  the  abstract 
Bduclions  of  the  poliiical  moralist,  is  inade- 
ute  to  the  great  ends  either  of  private  happi- 
ess  or  public  liberty.  This  position  will  not 
B  questioned,  if  we  refli'ct  that  it  is  religion 
jQoe  which  penetrates  the  secret  recesses  of 
le  soul,  and  furnishes  that  interior  authority 
ilich  so  regulates  the  heart  of  man,  that  its 
ding  passions  are  made  to  harmonize  with  the 
mat  and  essential  appointments  of  public  law. 
',  indeed,  laws  in  the  present  state  of  society 
Ipear  to  restrain  men,  it  is  because  their  nas- 
BQt  passions  liavc  felt  the  control  of  religious 
istruction.  But  were  men  freed  from  the  mild 
mds  of  religion :  were  their  passions  no  longer 
odor  tbs  control  of  its  salutary  instructions ; 
are  those  ideas  of  duty,  which  flow  from  the 
iliftf  of  an  aU-ruiiog  Providence,  no  longer  to 


have  their  influence  oyer  the  human  heart ;  was 
the  soul  no  longer,  as  soon  as  reason  be^ns  to 
dawn,  to  hear  the  awful  voice  of  religion  ;  I 
would  a^k,  in  the  name  of  every  thing  which 
men  hold  most  dear,  in  the  name  of  truth,  of 
integrity,  of  benevolence,  of  every  imperfect 
right,  of  social  order,  of  civil  liberty,  nay,  of 
pHilosophy  itself,  whether  the  coercive  power 
of  human  laws,  together  with  all  the  abstrac- 
tions of  the  moralist,  would  be  suflicient  to  curb 
the  violent  impetuosity  of  those  headlong  pas- 
sions which  every  moment  stimulate  to  action  1 
Or  rather,  I  would  ask,  if  religion  were  no  longer 
the  faithful  sentinel,  whether,  when  inflamed 
by  the  innumerable  temptations  which  present 
themselves  on  every  side,  they  would  not  burst 
all  those  restraints,  as  a  thread  of  tow  u  broken 
ichen  it  toucheth  t/u  fire  1  As  well  might  a 
Sarnson  be  bound  with  green  irithea^  or  with 
new  ropes  irhich  wei'e  never  occupied.  Besides, 
there  are  a  thousand  duties,  a  thousand  riffhts, 
and  as  many  correlative  obligations,  which, 
though  of  the  first  consequence  to  social  hap- 
piness, are,  however,  of  so  delicate  a  nature, 
that  they  elude  the  coarse  touch  of  civil  laws. 
But,  even  admitting  that  the  causes  before  men- 
tioned were  adequate  to  the  desired  ends,  who 
would  not  prefer  the  mild  coercion  of  religion, 
which  prevents  crimes,  to  the  sanguinary  laws 
which  punish  them  ;  the  one,  a  guardian  angel, 
hearing  ujt  up,  lest  at  any  time  ice  daah  our 
foot  against  a  stone;  while  the  other,  like  a 
Saturn,  devours  his  own  children.  Doubt  it 
not,  my  brethren,  *'  every  thing,**  as  an  amiable 
and  eloquent  philosopher  observes,  ''is  replaced 
and  firmly  established  by  religion  ;  it  surrounds, 
I  may  say,  the  whole  system  of  morality,  re- 
sembling that  universal  and  mysterious  force  in 
the  physical  world,  which  retains  the  planets  in 
their  orbits,  and  subjects  them  to  a  regular  rev- 
olution ;  and  which,  in  the  midst  of  the  general 
order  it  maintains,  escapes  the  observation  of 
men,  and  appears  to  their  feeble  sight  uncon- 
scious of  its  own  work." 

But,  my  brethren,  it  is  not  you  only  who  will 
acknowledge  the  justice  of  these  observations ; 
infidelity  itself  has  reluctantly  acknowledged  the 
transcendent  excellence  of  our  holy  religion ; 
even  infidelity  has  not  denied,  that  the  gospel 
system  was  admirably  calculated  to  promote  the 
temporal  happiness  of  mankind.  But  how  much 
more  enlarged  and  exalted  are  those  views  which 
that  system  presents  to  the  eye  of  faith  !  They 
are  not  l)Ounded  by  the  narrow  horizon  of  this 
world  ;  they  extend  beyond  the  grave  ;  they 
penetrate  into  regions  of  immortality  ;  the  cer- 
tainty of  future  rewards  and  punishments  is 
contemplated ;  misery  and  vice,  happiness  and 
virtue,  are  beheld  as  inseparably  associated,  even 
when  this  transitory  scene  shall  vanish  and  be 
no  more  !  What  a  noble,  what  a  powerful,  what 
an  almost  irresistible  stimulus  to  great  and 
laudable  action,  to  the  exercise  of  every  virtue 
which  can  adorn  the  Christian  or  the  citizen  ! 
One  of  the  wisest  of  the  ancients,  to  whom  the 
gospel  system  was  not  revealed,  held  it  as  a 
maxim,  "■  That  it  is  impossible  for  those  who 
have  no  belief  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  or 
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m  future  itatc  of  rewardu  and  ptinisthmpnta,  to  >  Jeans  Christ  to  tR«?h  what  his  hu  commaodtd 
aacriftce  iheir  particular  intrrrsts  ami  passions  .  tlinn, — who  have  his  proniiae  to  be  with  then 
to  the  puhhc  ^noii,  or  to  h.ivp  a  {;»'n(>ri)i:s  ron-  in  the  exf^rcise  of  iheir  m:nifllry  unto  the  end  of 
com  for  postetitv."  N.iy.  t!i(*  :il:iiost  iiispiml  the  wo: Id.  Ia-i  us,  then,  consider  a  alanding 
PIh!o  has  (leclarril, '•  that  roMci-rriiii';  tfiosf*  irn^at  inmisirv,  proprrly  instrurted  and  anpportrd.  ai 
duties  whirh  rni-nV  appplilfs  and  pa-^MOiis  r»»i;(ier  essentia)  to  the  prosperity  of  the  church,  andii 
dif!'icuh.  It  should  sfem  latht'r  the  work  ni  (rod  the  means  originally  designed  to  make  knowi 
to  provide,  than  of  human   Ieiiihlator>  "     The  "  the  will  of  God. 

•Sun  of  right;  o:isnc5s  liad  not  rixMi  in  thnr  days  ;  I3ut  a  standing  ministry  ia  not  only  neceanrf 
but  with  what  love,  with  wh:<t  ariiovsr,  with  to  make  known  the  f^reat  truths  of  our  religion, 
v^hal  pratitude,  should  not  we  rhnrish  the  glo-  .  not  only  necessary  to  persuade  men  to  be  ri^ 
rinus  li^ht  which  now  brims  from  it  :  a  li:;ht  j  tuous  and  ^ood,  hut  to  perform  those  crimn^ 
whose  (Tenial  rays  warm  and  expand  the  noh]i:st  i  ces  established  by  (Christ  himself,  and  which 
virtues  of  the  hii'naii  Mtul  ;  a  \\^\\l  which  shows  j  they  a!one  ran  perform.  The  sacramGnti  of 
to  man  the  unerring  f>ath  that  conducts  to  in-  ;  baptism  and  of  nconciliation  are  surely  ble^ 
dividual  and  to  Aocial,  to  temporal  and  to  ever-  \  .<in^!t  which  every  wi^e  and  jsrood  man  moit 
lasting  happiness  Let  «s  cherish  tho  blessinifs  ■  estcfm  of  the  hi^jhrst  iin|)ortance  ;  yet  how  will 
which  It  gives  ;  let  us  leave  to  infidelity  its  dark  they  he  dnpensed.  but  by  ministers  duly  autho- 
and  comfortless  sv>lem  ;  but  let  us  not  deny  rized  '  They  are  the  steirards  of  the  miait/rjr 
the  Lord  that  fHivi^hl  us  ;  let  us  earnesthj  cun-  i  /'/  (wod.  Diit  the  ministers  of  Christ  have  abo 
tevd  for  the  faith  which  \ras  once  dehrered  to  \  a  d:nly  charge  upon  them  ;  they  stand  obligtdi 
the  samtt.  i  either  publicly  or  in  private,  to  otfer  to  God  thi 

My   brethren,    onr   relijjion   claims   a   divine  !  prayers  of  the  churcli  in  behalf  of  their  fiocki; 
descent ;  it  is  the  work  ot  Ciod  ;  but  let  it  t:ot  I  to  return  thanks  for  the  divine  mercies;  andM 
bethought  that  it  doth  not  therriore  re<]iMre  the  j  implore  the  protection  and  the  blessing  of  God   : 
support  of  man.     Far  oiherwise  ;   it  ik  the  very  ,  upon  their  labours.  ' 

reason,  as  was  well  observed  by  a  venerable  .  '*  In  i>iiort,  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  nd  1 
prelate  of  our  church,  which  should  urife  iis  to  the  ordin.iiices  intrm<ted  to  them,  are  those  ordi- 
exert  the  utmost  care  and  diliiienee  in  its  sup-  nary  menus  by  which  God  himself  hath  ip 
port.  (lood  men  will  consider  it  as  their  in-  '  pointed  that  men  should  be  taught,  edififd, 
dispensable  duty  to  ro-opftafr  wnh  liie  df»!ii;ns  |  blcs^nl,  and  saved." 
of  Providence.  It  is  in  n-liuion,  as  in  the  works  -  I  will  not  add  to  the  benefits  of  a  BtazKliB| 
of  nature,  (fod  supplies  abundantly  the  moans,  '  miniNiry  alroadv  mentioned,  those  which  moit 
the  rest  is  left  to  human  industiy.  lie  causes  result  Irom  havinjr  men  of  learninsr,  piety,  and 
the  earth  to  brinu  fi>r:li  maierials  for  AmxI  and  viriui*,  in  ev«rv  j'an>h,  who  mav  instruct  yoor 
ra'inent  ;  but  iiutnan  iiuln-iry  must  i:i:|'nivi-.  cliiiUren  in  their  e.fily  y«-ars  in  llV  rudiinenlsof 
prepare,  and  prujM-ilv  upply.  bulh  the  one  and  kno\\bjl;'i'  1  will  i.ol  .^peak  ot  the  advantage! 
the  other.  The  >nnie  aiialo«»v  exirnds  itself  to  whu-ij  jnusl  result  from  thi^  establishment  of 
relipion.  The  thiriijs  wlurii  hi-loii}:  to  our  salva-  private  mIiooI.n  m  fach  nci;jlibourhoo<l.  which 
tion,  though  orjuiiiallv  the  work  ot  <Jud,  rriiuiie  mav  be  ctuidurii'd  by  men  worihv  of  the  iniiiii- 
lh'»  protection  of  human  aid.  the  furtherance  of  tiv  ;  i;.>r  ef  the  inriti-ments  to  virtu*  whidl 
all  wi>e  and  jroi)d  men  niu>t    ari<e   Jiom  tlnir  examples.     These,  and 

Since,  then,  G»nl  has  ifiMcJously  revealed  his    nianv  o!iier  cini.-idrr  ilior.x.  1   loave  to  vour  o«B 
will,    and   supplied   the   ru' an.s   of  renderiiii;   it  '  rrlleclion.s  :- -hut  1  vvo-ild  impress  stronplwipoa 
known  to  all;   to   su|»j)lv  those    means,  and   lo    your  mnsds  the  blessin^js  whicli  must  ari>e  frod 
make  that  use   of  them  which  his  ^.'oodness  tie-    a   mmisirv  pioju-riv  instructed  and   qualidcd  W 
mands,  it   is    the  duty   ol    inan       But   how  can    ilisrhariie  ihr  saen  d  oll'ice  ;    I  would  present  to 
this  he  efli'cted  but  by  a  xfandm*;  wimstri/  !   by  .  you.  in  all  its  f»»ree,  not  onlvthe  duty  of  encoOf* 
an  onler   ot    men  f/rnperh/  tnstmrhd  and  sup-    aL':n«;   ami    .supporlmir   the    means    w*hirli  God 
ported,  whose  whole  bu.««iness  it  shall  be.  week-    iiath  apnointi*!  (or  ihf  dissemination  of  Chril' 
ly  and  daily,  to  attend   to    the  interests  u{  reli-     li.inity.  and  thus  ot   co-o[>eraimp  with  the  de    | 
gion,  to  jireach  the  ^osjiel,  lo  maki'  known  its  ,  .si^ns  oi   Trovidenco  ;  but   1   entreat  vou  to  call 
whole  system,  to  convince  men   that   they  are  I  to   mind    the    calamines,    both    individual  ind 
accountable    lo    d'od    lor    their    actions — in    a    social,   which    must  flow   from    the    ncjilect  o( 
word,  to  enforce  tb.osc   princijdes  of  piety  an<l     tl.ose  nuans       Tim  a  moment,  let  us  behold  ll* 
of  virtue  which  leatl  botii  to  presrnt  ami  luture    jnire  religion  of  our  forefathers,  together  with t 
haj»pine.ss  ?     It  was  fortius  irason  that  our  Sav-    niiule  of  worship  which  hath  excited  the  admi- 
iour  gave  authority  to  his  aiio'tib-s  and  their  sue-    ration  of  men  thi*  mo.'.t  disiiiiguiRlied  for  pieiyi 
cessors,  to  finish  llie  work  which  he  had  beirun  ;     wisdom,  and   patriotism,  borne  down  hv  a  tor- 
that  is,  lo  preach   the  ^'isjxd  to  all  succt-edin<z  i  r«''it  o(  iPiiorai.ce  and   enthusiasm  :   behold  hff 
generations:   •'  do  i/c  and  make  disnplrs  to  me  '  e.xpirinir  throuiih  the  cold   neglect  of  her  once 
in  all    nations,  haptizum    them   tn  the   name  of     warm  and  zi-aluus   friends  :   behold  her  lemplei 
the  Father,   and  of  the  Son,  and  (f  the  Holy    toUerinjr  to   rum,   her    ministers    slighted,  htt 
a  host ;    teaching    them    to    okseive    all    fhtnys  \fli}rks  srattrred  upon  the  hills  as  sheep  that  hart 
whatsoever  1  hare  commanded  you,    and   In!   I '  not  a  shrphnd.    Sliould  such  a  sp€»ctacle  be  pre- 
am  irifh  you  unto  the  end  of  the  irmld"     This    sc  nt«'d  to  us,  mi;.dit  we  not  soon  expect  aUo  to 
commission  waa  given  to  the  n|)Ostles  and  their  ■  behold    virtue    retirmir,    the    bonds    of    *ocielt 
fQccvBSon.    Men  mn  thus  commiationod  by  |  buratiiig  uundcr,    corruption  advancing  wilB 
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wpid  •tridos,  liberty  uid  happinew  preparing  to 
bid  us  a  long  adieu  !     May  such  aapectacle^  my 
frienda,    uever    be   seen   but   in   iinagiiiutioii. 
Wiae,    prud^.nt,    virtuous,  and   patriotic  men, 
will,  however,  guard  against  so  calamitous  an 
efent.     Tbcy  will  consider  pure  and  undrsliled 
icligion  as  the  rock  upon  which  all  their  hopes 
Bie  founded  ;  they  will  contemplate  the  thtngx 
ukick  belong  to  our  saJvaiion.  as  requiring  the 
proteciiou  of  human  aid ;  and  they  will  be  ac- 
tive, strenuous,  and  zealous  in  atforiJing  it ;  they 
wdl  consider  that  our  church  requires  the  ten- 
der, the  affectionate,  the  fostering  care  of  all 
the  ministers  of  her  family  ;  and  that  her  future 
prosperity  depends  not  only  upon   the  zeal  of 
the  clergy,  but  of  the  l^iy.     It  is  theirs  to  en- 
courage respect  for  their  pastors ;  to  bet  a  just 
value  upon  their  labours ;  lu  esteem  them  hifjh/y 
far  their  Uforkt*  take ;  and  to  be  attentive  to  pro- 
note  the  interests  of  the  church,  by  all  those 
aeans  which  a  catholic  spirit  will  a])prove.     it 
ii  ibeirs  to  be  constant  and  uniform  in  their  at- 
tewlance  upon  divine  worbhip,  and  to  btimuUlc 
•ach  other  by  a  reciprocal  example  ;  it  is  theirs 
to  assist  our  ministers  in  forming  the  minds  of 
the  rising  generation  to  the  love  of  religion  and 
virtue,  and  to  impress,  at  the  earliest  {period,  a 
just  esteem  and  veneration  for  our  church.     O, 
let  Dot  religion,  source  of  ao  many  hopes,  aban- 
don the  infant  mind  ;  leave  it  not  desolate  :  and, 
ibove  all,  defend  it   from    the   ascendency  of 
ignorance  and    enihusiasm,    which   utllict   the  , 
koart,  which  render  it  miserable  and  abject,  by 
ptttcDdiog  to  comfort  it !     Moreover,  it  is  the 
part  of  the  laity  to  make  prudent  arrangements 
■or  the  certaio  and  decent  support  of  the  clergy, 
tod  thus  to  enable  them  constantly  to  apply  to 
daeir  functions. 

Thy  icko  preach  the  gospel y  St.  Paul  declares, 
timU  live  Inf  the  gospel.    Let  me  then  earnestly 
MeoBmeod,  in  order  that  you,  and  your  children ^ 
^ your chldr ens  children,  may  receive  all  the 
Ueisings  of  a  learned,  pious,  zealous,  standing 
r    fnitlry,  that  the  worthy  and  influential  mem- 
^n  ia  each  parish  warmly  interest  themselves 
<D  (he  decent  support  of  the  clergy,  and  U7ii- 
Jtrmly  punae  those  means  for  the  attainment 
^  to  detirable  an  end  which  may  be  thought 
Wit     If  a  similar  mode  were  adopted  through- 
Out  the  church,  if  it  were  considered  as  the  duty 
^  taek  msmber  to  contribute  in  the  proportion 
^thek  the  law  formerly  prescribed^  the  burden, 
4iu  dirided,  would  be  ught,  and  I  doubi  not 
but  the  happieat  effects  would  ensue.     Uut,  my 
Wcthren,  thiidt  not  that  what  has  been  just  said 
k  Berely  for  our  own  sakes.     You  cannot,  you 
will  not,  if  yuu  reflect  upon  the  bencflts  of  a 
ttnding  ministry,  such  I  mean  as  becomea  the 
darch  of  which  we  are  members ;  or  if  you 
regard  that  rational  mode  of  worship  to  which 
}oa  have  been  long  accustomed,  and  the  ad- 
fiDtaffea  of  religious  in»truction  for  yourselves, 
four  cnildreD,  your  country. 

To  yuu,  reverend  brethren,  aa  the-  anchor  of 

my  hopem^  my  thought*  asain  return.     Let  us 

tnty  and  earnestly  endeavour,  I  once  more 

yoo,  to  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  our 

Let  oar  diligence,  m  miniators  of 
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the  gospel  of  Christ,  rise  in  proportion  to  the 
difficulties  which  surround  us.  Let  us  uni- 
formly preserve  an  inviolable  equity  in  all  our 
transactions,  a  generous  disinterestedness  in 
our  functions,  the  atrictest  adherence  to  the 
rules  of  the  church,  the  most  warm  and  anima- 
ted piety  ;  but,  above  all,  a  fervent  zeal  for  the 
salvation  of  souls.  In  a  word,  let  us  be  sober, 
prudent,  senous,  dUigent,  and  ptous ;  in  all  thinga, 
eX'impIcs  to  the  flock.  Remember,  son  of  man^ 
that  I  hare  made  thte  a  watchman  unto  the  house 
(f  Israel ;  thcrrfure  hear  the  word  of  my  month, 
and  give  them  warning  from  me.  If  thou  dost 
not  speak  to  warn  the  wicked  Jrom  his  wicked 
wayy  he  shall  die  in  his  iniquity ;  but  his  blood 
will  I  require  at  thine  hand,  nut  if  thou  warn 
the  iciekcd,  and  he  turn  not  from  his  wickedness, 
he  shall  die  in  his  iniquity ;  but  thou  hast  de^ 
liccred  thy  soul. 

But,  my  brethren,  vain  will  be  our  endeavours 
for  the  prosperity  of  our  Zion,  unless  they  be 
attended  with  fervent  prayers,  that  God  would 
graciously  enable  us  to  perform  our  duty  with 
zeal,  fidelity,  and  success.  Our  sufficiency  i» 
of  God.  1  o  that  infinitely  great  and  glorious 
Being,  let  us  therefore,  with  humiUty,  now  offer 
up  our  united  supplications. 

Almighty  and  everlasting  God.  Look  down 
from  heaven,  and  behold  and  visit  this  vine, 
and  the  vineyard  which  thy  rigid  hand  hath 
planted ;  shed  tiic  dew  of  thy  blessing  upon  the 
labours  of  thy  servants  here  assembled  ;  may  thy 
holy  Spirit  animate  the  ministers  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ  with  a  sincere  and  fervent,  but  cath- 
olic zeal,  in  the  discharge  of  tlieir  duties  ;  may 
It  inspire  tUein  with  true  piety,  with  charity, 
with  every  godly  and  virtuous  affection.  Pros- 
{xir,  0  I^rd,  our  endeavours  to  revive  among 
us  a  just  sense  of  the  inestimable  benefits  of 
true  religion  ;  dispose  the  hearts  of  the  laity  to 
receive  thy  word,  and  grant  that  the  fruits  of 
righteousness  may  abound  more  and  more. 
Help  us,  for  the  glory  of  thy  name,  and  merci- 
fully grant,  that  every  member  of  thy  holy 
church,  in  his  vocation  and  ministry,  may  truly 
and  godly  serve  thee,  through  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 

The  Rev.  John  Cameron  laid  before  the  Con- 
vention sundry  resolutions  of  a  presbytery  held 
at  the  glebe  of  Martin's  Brandon  Pariw  on  Wed- 
nesday,  the  13ih  of  April,  1791,  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  J.  Cameron,  Mr.  Waugn, 
Mr.  Peachy,  and  Mr.  New,  he  added  to  the  com- 
mittee for  revising  the  canons. 

Mr.  New  reported,  from  the  committee  of 
elections.  That  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  examined  the  ccrtiticatcs  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  deputies  to  serve  in  the  present  Con- 
venticii,  and  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereon, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Convention, 
aa  followeth 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  the  certificates  of  the  appointment 
of  deputies  to  serve  in  the  present  Conven- 
tion for  the  parishes  of  Abingdon,  Antrim,  Bath, 
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BMeley,  Bristolf  Bruton,  Charles,  Chrises 
Church,  Cumberland,  Dale,  Drysdale,  Eliza- 
beth RiTcr,  Fairfax,  Henrico,  Hun^rs,  Jamei 
City,  King  William,  Jiittletoii,  Lvnnhaven,  Ixix- 
ington,  Manchester,  Meherrin,  Nottoway,  Ra- 
legh. St.  Asaph,  St.  Bride,  St.  David,  St. 
George  (Accomack),  St.  George  (Spotsylvania), 
St.  James  Norlham,  St.  Margaret,  St.  Mark, 
St.  Martin,  St.  Mary,  St.  Paul,  Southam,  South- 
wark,  Suffolk,  Trinity,  Upper  Parish  (Nansc- 
mond),  and  Wcstover,  are  made  as  prescribed 
by  csnon. 

The  Convention,  according  to  order,  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Conven- 
tion on  the  resolutions  of  the  presbytery  held 
at  Martin's  Brandon  glebe,  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Page  reported,  That  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
resolutions  under  their  consideration,  and  had 
come  to  several  resolutions  thereon,  which  were 
read  and  agreed  to,  as  folio weth  : — 

Kesolveu,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  as  there  are  at  present  no  divinity 
schools  in  our  church,  the  mstruction  of  stu- 
dents in  divinity  might  very  properly  be  made 
part  of  the  business  of  each  presbytery  within 
Its  own  bounds ;  and  that  the  presbyteries,  in- 
stead of  meeting  annually  on  a  certain  day, 
should  be  required  to  assemble  as  often  as  any 
student  of  that  description  should  make  applica- 
tion ;  and  when  thus  assembled,  should  examine 
the  applicant,  and,  on  finding  his  literary  quali- 
fications such  as  the  canon  made  in  that  behalf 
requires,  prescribe  to  him  a  theme  or  text,  and 
give  him  such  directions  as  they  may  think  prop- 
er, in  order  to  enable  him  to  compose  a  dis- 
course on  the  same,  and,  on  a  future  day  to  be 
appointed  by  thejnselves,  hear  him  deliver  the 
said  discourse. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee that  every  candidate  for  holy  orders 
ought  to  be  required  to  produce  to  the  bishop 
to  whom  he  may  present  himself  for  ordination, 
a  certificate  of  his  having  performed,  in  a  satis- 
factory manner,  the  several  exercises  prescribed 
to  him  by  the  presbytery. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  the  members  of  the  Protcstanr  Kpis- 
copal  Church  within  this  commonwealth  ou^lit 
to  form  a  society  for  the  relief  of  distressed 
widows  and  orphans  of  cIcTpvmen,  and  that  a 
committee  ought  to  be  appointed  to  frame  a 
plan  of  such  a  society. 

Ordered,  Thai  a  canon  or  canons  be  brought 
in,  pursuant  to  the  first  and  second  resolutions, 
and  that  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the 
canons  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  12  o'clock 
to-morrow. 

Thursday,  May  5. 

Mr.  Shield,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
revise  the  canons,  reported,  That  the  committee 
had,  according  to  order,  taken  under  their  con- 
sideration the  business  to  them  referred,  and 
liad  prepared  canons  to  be  s\ibstituted  in  the 
place  of  the  8lh,  ICih,  18ih,  and  29th  canons, 
and  also  a  canon  for  the  trial  of  offending  min- 


isters not  holding  |»risliM,  which  serm]  e 
ont,  after  being  twice  read,  were  refened  to  t 
committee  of  the  whole  CooTention. 

The  Convention  having  resolTed  itself  intf  i 
committee  of  the  whole  (^nveoticm  on  the  a 
ons,  and  havingspent  some  time  therein,  Jfc 
Page  reported,  That  the  committee  had,  seeoi 
ing  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  cooadi 
ation,  and  had  made  some  amendments  thenM^ 
which  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  can 
were  ordered  to  be  fairly  transcribed  and  n§ii 
third  lime. 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ernmenon,  viri^ 
er  of  District  No.  20,  resigning  chat  office,  w 
read ;  whereupon  the  Rev.  James  Taylor, BecM 
of  Suffolk  Parish,  was  appmnted  Tisiter  in  kii 
room. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  Connate 
do  recommend  it  to  the  Right  Rer.  Dr.  JuM 
Madison,  bishop  in  this  state,  to  dispenss  «i^ 
in  the  examination  of  such  gentlemen  as  4b 
now  in  deacon's  orders  in  this  state,  thatkooH 
edge  of  the  Greek  and  I^tinlangnageswliidli 
required  by  the  seventh  canon  of  Uie  Gewri' 
Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Chad 
in  the  United  Slates  of  America. 

Friday,  May  6. 

The  canon  to  be  substituted  in  place  Qf  ibllft 
canon,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  canon  to  be  substituted  in  piece  of  ^ 
16th  canon,  was  read  tlie  third  time  and  rejecHi 

The  canons  to  be  substituted  in  place  oTAl 
I8lh  and  29th,  were  severally  read  the  tbol 
time  and  passed. 

The  new  canon  for  the  trial  of  ofTeDdinf 
ministers  not  holding  parishes,  was  read  thl 
third  time  avA  rejected. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  canon  to  amenl 
the  thirty-first  canon  ;  and  Mr.  Foushee,  Mr, 
Pattcson,  Mr.  Jarratt,  Mr.  Craig,  Mr.  Wavgl^ 
and  Mr.  Carrington,  were  appointed  to  prrpo* 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Re^^olved,  That  deputies  be  appointed  to  it- 
lend  any  General  Convention  of  the  Prolestul 
Pipiscopal  Church  which  may  be  called  befixt 
the  month  of  May,  1792  :  And  the  Rev.  Jflta 
Dracken  and  Robert  Andrews,  Esquire,  werde* , 
cordingly  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  a  standing  committee  beip' 
pointed,  to  continue  in  office  until  the  end  of  tfct 
nr.it  session  of  Convention,  wiih  the  like  poweii 
<is  were  vested  in  ihe  last  standing  commitut:  'i 
And    the    Rev.   John   Bracken,    Rev.  Samiil 
Shield,  Robert  Andrews,  Esqnire,  Rev.  HeiJ  ' 
Sky  ring,  Hon.  Joseph  Prentis,  Hon.  Cyrus  G* 
fin,  and  Joseph  Homsby,  Esquire,  were  accord  «! 
ingly  appointed.  ■ 

liesolved.  That  300  copies  of  the  Journal  <f    ' 
this  Convention  he  printed  under  the  inspeetioa 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  that  the  charge 
delivered  by  the  president,   together  wilh  the 
ordmances  and  canons,  bo  annexed  to  thesauA 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  »ef- 
eral  vestries  of  this  church  to  transcrili'  th» 
ordinances  and  canons  into  their  vestry -l)Ooks. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  tht 
ministers  of  this  church  to  read  or  cauae  to  bt 
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id  the  ordintncM  and  canons  in  each  of 
eir  churches  at  least  once  in  every  year. 
Resolved,  That  New-Year's  day  be  set  apart 
r  the  purpose  of  divine  worship,  and  that  the 
inisters  in  their  respective  parishes  recom- 
end  it  to  their  parishioners  to  devote  them- 
ilvca  particularly  on  that  day  to  the  service  of 
NBB  Msker. 

Mr.  Foushee,  from  the  committee  appointed 
)  prepare  and  bring  in  a  canon  to  amend  the 
1st  canon,  reported,  That  the  committee  had, 
ccofdmg  to  order,  prepared  the  same  ;  which 
ras  received,  read  the  usual  numbc  of  times, 
ad  passed. 

Mr.  New,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
samine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  reported,  That 
hecomroittee  had,  accordmg  to  order,  examined 
ht  same,  and  found  them  justly  and  fairly  su- 
sd^and  that  the  balance  in  his  hands  for  general 
Hposes  was  108/.  \hs.  \d. ;  and  the  balance 
moging  to  the  bishop's  fund  15/.  12a.  6^.  ; 
«  that  of  the  sum  of  200/.,  directed  by  the 
■I  Convention  to  be  paid  to  the  bishop  fur  the 
vrpose  of  obtaining  his  consecraUon,  only  136/. 
if.  10(L  had  been  paid.* 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer's  accounts  do 


Resolved,  Thst  the  treasurer,  out  of  any 
MUey  in  his  hands,  pay  to  Bishop  Madison  the 
on  of  63/.  8«.  lid.^  the  balance  due  to  him 
A  the  vote  of  the  last  Convention. 

jlesoWed,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member 
C  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  to  contrib- 
11  towards  a  decent  and  comfortable  support 
( their  bishops  and  other  pastors,  and  to  de- 
ny the  necessary  expenses  of  their  church. 

Resolved,  That  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
WsUnt  episcopal  Church,  it  be  rccommend- 
d  to  the  vestries  of  the  several  parishes  to  raise 
'  fiiDd  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  said 
buth. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  sev- 
lal  parishes  within  this  commonwealth,  to  send 
!•  sam  of  siitaen  dollars  each,  to  the  Rev.  jMr. 
lodiaDan,  treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first 
Wsday  in  May  next,  to  be  applied  by  the 
ooveotioD,  in  auch  proportions  as  they  shall 
idge  neceaaary,  to  enable  the  bishop  to  make 
t  viaitations,  and  to  perform  the  other  duties 

his  office,  and  for  the  other  puq^oses  of  the 
mestant  Episcopal  Church  in  this  state. 
Rasolved,  That  the  report  of  the  church  prop- 
ty  in  the  parishes  within  this  commonwealth, 
PBcted  by  the  last  Convention  to  be  forwarded 

tbo  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  laid  before  this 
■vention,  together  with  such  further  reports 

the  same  subject  as  shall  come  to  his  hands, 

registered  by  the  treasurer  in  a  book  to  be 
pt  rar  that  purpoae,  in  which  shall  be  distin- 
Miied  the  parish  and  each  species  of  property 
in  ita  respective  head  in  separate  columns. 
3n  motion,  resolved,  That  the  State  of  Vir- 
ia  be  divided  into  districts  for  assembling  the 


Mr.  Gimham  Franks,  merchant,  of  London, 
B  live  guineas  to  the  bishop's  fund,  as  a  mark 
im  xemlfor  the  interest  of  tne  Protestant  Epis- 
d  Chuxch  in  Virgtma. 


miniatera  in  presbytery  and  for  other  puipoaea, 
as  set  forth  in  the  8th  canon,  and  that  the  dis- 
tricts be  arranged  in  the  following  manner,  viz  : 
District  No.  1,  containing  the  pariahea  of 
Lynnhaven,  Elizabeth  River,  Portsmouth,  St. 
Bride,  Suffolk,  and  Upper  Parish  (in  Naoae- 
mond).  Rev.  James  Taylor,  visiter. 

District  No.  2,  containing  the  pariahea  of 
Newport,  Southwark.  St.  Luke,  and  Nottoway 
(in  Southampton),  Rev.  George  Gurley,  vi»- 
iter. 

9  District  No.  3,  containing  the  parishes  of  Mar- 
tin's Brandon,  Albemarle,  Bristol,  Bath,  Dale, 
and  Manchester,  Rev.  John  Cameron,  visiter. 
District  No.  4,  contsining  the  parishes  of 
Raleigh,  Nottoway  (in  Nottoway),  Cumberland, 
St.  Andrew,  Meherrin,  and  St.  James,  Rev. 
James  Craig,  visiter. 

District  No.  5,  containing  the  parishes  of 
King  William,  Southam,  Littleton,  TiUotson, 
and  St.  Patrick,  Rev.  Elkanah  Talley,  visiter. 
District  No.  6,  containing  the  pariahea  of 
Cornwall,  Antrim,  Camden,  and  Russell,  Rev. 
Alexander  Hay,  visiter. 

District  No.  7,  containing  the  pariahea  of 
Patrick,  Fmcastle,  and  Botetourt. 

District  No.  8,  containing  the  pariahea  of 
Accomack,  St.  George,  and  Hungars,  Rev. 
Samuel  S.  M'Croskey,  visiter. 

District  No.  9,  containing  the  parishes  of 
Elizabeth  (>ity,  Warwick,  Yorkhampton,  Charles, 
and  Bruton,  Rev.  John  Bracken,  visiter. 

District  No.  10,  contammg  the  pariahea  of 
Abingdon,  Ware,  Kingston,  Pettsworth,  and 
Christ's  Church  (in  Middlesex),  Rev.  Samuel 
Klug,  visit<:r. 

District  No.  1 1 ,  containing  the  parishes  of 
James  C;ity,  Blisland,  St.  Peter,  and  Westover, 
Rev.  James  Henderson,  visiter. 

District  No.  12,  containing  the  parishes  of 
South  Farnham,  St.  Anne,  St.  David,  St.  John, 
Straticn  Mujor,  St.  Stephen,  and  Dryadale, 
Rev.  Jesse  Carter,  visiter. 

District  No.  13,  containing  the  parishes  of 
St.  Asaph,  St.  Margaret,  St.  Mary,  St.  Paul^ 
and  St.  Martin,  Rev.  Abner  Waugn,  visiter. 

District  No.  14,  containing  the  pariahea  of 
Henrico.  St.  James  Northam,  and  Trinity,  Rev. 
John  Buchanan,  visiter. 

District  No.  15,  containing  the  parishes  of 
St.  George,  Berkeley,  St.  Thomas,  St.  Mark, 
and  Bromhold,  Rev.  James  Stephenson,  visiter. 
District  No.  16,  containing  the  parishes  of 
Frcderioksville,  St.  Anne,  Amherst,  and  Lex- 
in^on.  Rev.  Matthew  Maury,  visiter. 

District  No.  17,  containing  the  parishes  of 
Augusta  and  Bcckford. 

District  No.  18,  containing  the  parishes  of 
Christ's  (!)hurch  (in  Lancaster),  St.  Stephen,  Wi- 
comico, Lunenburg,  and  Farnham,  Rev.  Thom- 
as Davis,  visiter. 

District  No.  19,  containing  the  parishes  of 
Cople,  Washington,  Overwharton,  Bronawick, 
Hanover,  and  St.  Paul. 

District  No.  20,  containing  the  parishes  of 
Fairfax,  Truno,   and   Dettingen,    Rev.    Brian 
Fairfax,  visiter. 
District  No.  21,  containing  the  pariahea  of 
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Hunilton,    Leeds,   CameroD,    and  Shelburne, 
Rev.  Jamei  Craig,  visiter. 

District  No.  22,  containing  the  pariRhes  of 
Frederick,  Norbornp,  HampHhire,  and  Hardy, 
Rev.  Alexander  B;tlniain,  visitrr. 

The  Convention  having  taken  into  considera- 
tion a  resolution  of  the  Usl  General  Convention, 
respecting  the  [iroprieiy  of  investing  the  House 
of  bishops  with  a  full  negative  un  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  other  house,  came  to  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  deputies  from  the  Prol0 
estant  £piscop»l  Church  in  this  state  to  the 
next  General  Convention,  be  instructed  to  ex- 
press the  disapprobation  of  tiiis  Convention  re- 
specting the  matter  of  the  said  resolution  of  the 
General  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr  Jarratt  be  re- 
qnested  to  preach  a  sermon  at  tlie  next  Con- 
vention. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Convention  be  held 
in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

The  first  anon  was  amended  with  respect  to 
the  time  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Con- 
Tention. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  until  the 
30th  day  of  April,  1792. 

JAMES  Madison,  President. 
Robert  Andrews,  Secretary. 


CANONS. 

I.  Conventions  shall  be  holden  annually  on 
the  first  Thursday  in  May,  provided  neverthe- 
less, that  if  a  suflicient  number  of  members  to 
form  a  Convention  shall  not  attend  on  the  taid 
day,  any  five  then  assembled  shall  have  power 
to  adjourn. 

n.  A  person  shall  preside  in  Convention  with 
the  nrine  of  president,  who  shall  always  be  a 
bishop,  when  there  is  onu  present  projwrl  .■  con- 
■ecratcd  and  settled  in  the  cluirrh,  till  which 
time  a  president  shall  bo  a|i;ioint«>d  bv  tl>e(-on- 
vention  out  of  their  own  body  ;  if  more  tiian  one 
bishop  is  found  necessary  m  tiie  church,  they 
shall  presirV  altematelv. 

lU.  A  secretary  shall  bo  appointed  by  the 
Convention,  who  shall  continue  in  ortice  durin<! 
good  behaviour,  who  shall  keep  a  reconl  of  tiieir 
resolves  and  proceedings,  and  have  the  records  in 
his  custody  so  long  as  he  shiill  continue  in  otficc. 

IV.  Standing  rules  bhall  be  established  for 
the  preservation  of  decorum,  and  the  orderly 
management  of  business. 

V.  Ail  questions,  whether  they  relate  to  the 
order,  government,  discipline,  doctrine,  or  wor- 
ship of  this  church,  or  to  any  o*.l.i>r  matter  which 
is  properly  before  the  ([Convention,  shall  l)c  de- 
termined by  a  majotity  of  voles. 

VI.  At  :ill  future  (Conventions,  eaeh  member 
(whether  minister  or  layman)  shall,  previous 
to  his  admission,  produce  a  testimonial  of  his  be- 
ing regularly  appointed,  which  teHtimonial  shall 
be  signed  by  one  or  both  of  the  church-wardens, 
or  by  the  clerk  of  the  respective  vestries. 

VH.  All  the  ordmances  and  other  proceed- 
ings of  the  Convention  shall  be  attested  by  the 
secretary. 


VIII.  The  clergy  of  the  Bereral  neighboanog 
parishes,  not  loss  tnan  three  nor  more  than  ten, 
shall  assemble  in  presbytery  annually  on  ■dim 
Sunday  in  April,  and  at  other  times,  if  required 
thereto,  at  some  convenient  place  in  the  dis- 
trict. One  in  each  dibtrict  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Convention  to  preside  at  their  meetingSt 
with  the  title  of  visiter,  ^^ho  shall  name  Um 
place  and  time  of  meeting ;  shall  aiiDuallj  visit 
each  parish  in  his  di.sirict ;  shall  attend  to  and 
inspect  the  moraU  and  conduct  of  the  clergy; 
shall  see  that  the  canons  and  rules  of  the  church 
are  observed  and  practised ;  shall  admoniih 
and  reprove  those  clergymen  who  are  negligent, 
or  act  in  an  unbecoming  manner  ;  and  shaU  re- 
port yearly  to  the  bishop,  if  there  be  one,  or,  if 
there  be  no  bishop,  to  the  next  Convention,  the 
stale  of  each  parish  in  his  district,  noting  down 
the  offenders  and  their  oH'ences.  It  shall  be  the 
business  of  the  presbytery  when  thus  assembled 
to  instruct  and  examine  candidates  for  holy 
orders  within  their  respective  districts,  to  pre- 
scribe to  them  a  thesis  or  text,  and  give  them 
proper  directions  for  composing  a  discourse  on 
the  same  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  candi- 
date for  holy  orders  to  make  application  to  the 
presbytery  of  the  district  within  which  he  re- 
sides for  such  instruction  and  examination. 

IX.  The  clergy  who  shall  minister  in  this 
church  shall  be  the  three  orders  of  bishops, 
priests,  and  deacons. 

X.  Every  per>on  hereafter  to  officiate  in  this 
church  as  a  bishoj),  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
(convention  ;  and  having  received  episcopal  con- 
secration before  he  enters  on  his  office,  shall 
sub.<scrit>e  to  conl'urin  to  the  doctrine,  disci- 
pline, and  uorsliip  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
(.'hurch  of  Vir^/inia:  And  no  person  sliall  bo  re- 
ceivt'd  into  the  church  as  a  bishop  until  he  shall 
have  completed  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 

X  I.  As  we  conceive  the  oilice  of  a  bishop,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  apostolic  in~  ''Jtion.  diflers 
IP  noihin;r  from  thai  of  other  KUi.>ters  of  God's 
Word,  exctrpt  in  the  power  of  crdiii.ition  and  con- 
firmation, and  the  nj^hts  of  supiTintending  the 
conduct  of  the  clergy,  and  oi  precedency  in  ec- 
clesiastical assemblies,  that  office  sitall  be  ac- 
coidingly  so  exercised  in  this  church  :  And  every 
bis))op,  after  hi.s  promotion  to  the  episcopal 
order,  shall  continue  to  hold  a  parish  and  to  do 
the  duty  of  a  parish  minister,  except  when  he  it 
necessarily  employed  in  the  discharge  of  hia 
episcopal  office. 

XII.  No  bishop  shall  inflict  any  censure  upon, 
or  exercise  any  power  over,  the  clerjjy  under  his 
inspection,  other  than  he  is  allowed  to  do  by  the 
laws  and  institutions  of  this  church  made  in 
Ccrvpntion. 

XIII.  No  priest  or  minister  shall  hereafter  bt 
received  into  any  parish  within  this  common- 
we.ilth  unless  he  first  pro<Iure  to  the  vestry  suf- 
t'lcient  testimonials  of  his  having  been  regularly 
ordained  a  priest  by  some  Protestant  bishop, 
and  of  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
this  roinmonwr'alth,  and  subscribe  to  be  con- 
formable to  the  doctrine,  discipline,  and  worship 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  nor  till  ha 
shall  have  entered  into  a  contract  in  writiog 
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with  diB  wmtty  or  tnisteei  on  behalf  of  tho  so- 
ciatj  within  inch  nuish,  by  which  it  shall  be 
•tipulated  and  declared  that  he  holds  the  ap- 
pointment, subject  to  removal,  upon  the  determi- 
nation of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  in  this  state.  Provided,  That  any 
person  who  hath  been  ordained  by  a  bishop  of 
the  Church  of  Rome  mav  also  be  received  as  a 
minister,  who  shaU  produce  satisfactory  testi- 
monials respecting  his  ordination,  morals,  and 
conduct,  renounce  the  errors  of  that  church,  take 
the  oath,  and  subscribe  as  aforeraid. 

XIV .  No  minister  shall  hereafter  be  received 
into  a  parish  who  does  not  first  produce  to  the 
Testry  satisfactory  testimonials  of  his  morals, 
conduct,  and  conversation,  from  the  person  or 
persons  appointed  by  the  Convention  to  inquire 
mto  such  matters  and  grant  such  testimonials. 

XV.  The  right  of  presentation  or  appointing 
ministers  to  serve  in  the  parishes  shall  continue 
in  the  vestries,  and  each  vestry  shall  choose  its 
own  minister. 

XVI.  Every  person  to  be  ordained  priest  or 
deacon  by  any  bishop  of  this  church,  shall 
first  produce  testimonials  of  his  good  morals 
and  orderly  conduct  from  the  clergy  assembled 
in  the  district  where  he  for  some  time  last  re- 
sided, and  from  the  vestry  of  the  parish  where 
he  last  lived  :  Provided  there  be  m  the  district 
a  sufficient  number  of  clergrmen  to  form  a 
presbytery ;  otherwise,  a  testimonial  from  the 
minister  and  vestry  of  his  parish,  or  from  the 
▼estry  alone,  if  the  parish  is  vacant,  shall  be 
deemed  sufficient :  Provided  also,  the  candi- 
date is  not  an  inhabitant  of  some  other  state, 


XXII.  A  deacon  may  minister  as  a  probft* 
tioner  or  missionary  under  the  direction  of  the 
Convention  or  the  bishop. 

XXIII.  The  parish  clerk  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  minister  and  vestry,  and  displsced  by  them 
whenever  his  services  are  not  satiafactory  to  the 
people  :  whenever  he  shall  neglect  his  duty,  or 
otherwise  misbehave  himself 

XXI V.  Sextons  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Tee- 
tries,  and  dismissed  by  them  when  tney  think 
proper. 

AXV.  Bishops  shall  be  amenable  to  the  Con- 
vention, who  shsll  be  a  court  to  try  them,  from 
which  there  shall  be  no  appeal.  On  all  such  oc- 
casions a  president,  who  shall  be  a  bishop,  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  Convention  to  sit  as  judge,  and 
they  shall  also  appoint  a  clerk  to  the  courL 

XXVI.  All  accusations  against  a  bishop,  as 
such,  shall  come  from  the  vestries  ;  but  no  accu- 
sation against  a  bishop  shall  be  received  unleaa 
three  vestries  join  in  the  complaint.  All  coo^ 
plaints  against  a  bishop  shall  be  lodged  with 
such  persons  as  may  be  appointee  to  ciul  a  Con- 
vention, and  a  copy  of  the  charge  or  chargea  to 
be  brou^t  against  him  shall  be  communiciUed  to 
him  in  writing  at  least  two  months  before  the 
trial.  Counsel  may  be  employed  on  both  aides  ; 
and  none  but  vied  voce  evidence  shall  be  admitted. 

XXVII.  Disorderly,  scandalous,  and  immoral 
conduct,  neglect  of  duty,  a  disresard  to  the  mlee 
and  canons  of  the  church,  or  taking  a  bribe  to 
grant  either  ordination  or  a  recommendation  for 
a  vacant  parish,  shall  be  considered  as  offenceo 
in  a  bishop,  for  which  he  mav  be  brought  to 

,    trial,  and,  on  his  beinff  convicted  of  any  of  theae, 

and  intended  to  minister  in  some  parish  or  con-    he  shall  be  reproved,  suspended,  or  dismissed, 
greffation  in  a  neighbouring  state.     No  person    at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 


ahall  be  ordained  until  due  examination  had  by 
the  bishop  and  two  priests. 

XVII.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  priest*s 
orders  until  he  shall  have  completed  the  twenty- 
Iburth  year  of  his  sge,  and  is  assured  of  the 
willingness  of  some  parish  or  congregation  to 
receive  him  as  their  minister,  to  be  certified 
nnder  the  hands  of  the  church-wardens,  and  at- 
tested by  the  clerk  of  the  vestrv- 

XVIII.  Every  person  who  shall  be  admitted 
either  to  priest's  or  deacon's  orders,  shall  be  or- 
dained according  to  the  form  prescribed  in  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer. 

XIX.  No  person  shall  be  ordained  a  deacon 
until  be  shall  have  completed  the  twenty-first 
year  of  his  age. 

XX.  No  person  having  deacon's  orders  only 
shall  be  allowed  to  hold  a  parish.  But  a  deacon 
may,  during  a  vacancy,  officiate  in  a  parish, 
if  chosen  by  the  vestry  to  do  so.  He  shall 
preach  the  gospel  and  baptize.  He  may  assist 
in  administering  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  but  not  consecrate  the  elements.  He 
may  solemnize  marriages,  and  shall  attend  to 
Che  aituation  and  circumstances  of  the  poor 
where  it  may  be  necessary. 

XXI.  A  peraon  may  be  ordained  a  deacon 
tiiough  he  ahall  have  no  assurance  of  being 
eallflid  to  minister  in  a  parish  or  congregation, 
provided  hia  testimonials  and  qualifications  are 
Mtialtctorj  to  the  bishop. 


XXVIII.  Courts  shall  be  instituted  to  exam- 
ine into  complaints  exhibited  against  ministers  or 
deacons,  which  courts  shall  be  composed  of  one 
clergyman  and  one  vestryman  from  each  pariah 
of  the  district  in  which  the  accused  minister  re- 
sides, the  pviah  excepted  to  which  the  minister 
belongs.  The  appointment  of  the  vestrymen 
shall  be  by  lot ;  and  the  visiter  of  the  district, 
unless  he  shall  be  the  accused  perfon,  shall  pre- 
side as  judge ;  and  in  that  case,  tlte  oldest  cler- 
gyman m  orders  shall  be  the  judge :  Provided 
nevertheless.  That  where  the  nunwer  of  aettled 
clergymen  in  the  district  be  less  than  two,  the 
visiter  shall  call  for  a  clergyman  from  a  neiffh- 
bouring  district ;  and,  moreover,  if,  when  tne 
court  assembles,  the  numl>er  of  vestrymen  sbaU 
be  found  to  exceed  the  number  of  clergymen 
present,  so  many  vestrymen  shall  be  withdrawn 
by  lot  aa  shall  be  necessary  to  equalize  the 
numbers  of  the  two  orders. 

Any  number  of  members,  not  less  than  three, 
two  of  whom  shall  be  clergymen,  ahall  be  suffi- 
cient to  constitute  a  court. 

On  conviction  of  a  minister,  the  court  shall 
proceed  to  pass  sentence,  which  shall  be  none 
other  than  reproof  or  suspension ;  and  in  all  cases 
where  the  offence  ahall  be  thou^t  to  deaerve 
suspension,  the  court  shall  without  delay  report 
the  facts  and  state  the  evidence  to  the  biahop ; 
or,  until  a  biahop  shall  be  conaecrated  for  toe 
church  in  this  state,  to  the  chairman  of  the 


Tiuler,  or  if  the  Tnitar  be  the  penon  iccumd, 
to  ■  member  of  the  preabyteir  m  the  did  du- 
trict,  vbo  •hell  forthwith  appoint  ■  cooieDienl 
tlnu  uid  pjice  for  the  IriaJ,  mnd  take  c&ra  thil 


bive  tiinetj  inrormilion  thereof. 

In  ewtTj  complunl,  the  oflenca  or  c 
■hall  be  >tit«l ;  and  the  miniitei  th«ll 
niihed   with  ■  cop;r  of  the   chat 


:hBtBei  brought 
of  Hi)  intended 
tnil,  Bt  leut  one  monlh  before  the  trial :  end 
M«  evidence  only  ahall  be  admitted,  and  that 
open  oath ;  and  coaiuel  nu;  he  employed  on 
both  (idea. 
The  viail 
ahatl  he  m: 
before  the  ■ 
the. 
bf  aickaBu)  proceed 


revenied  from  iltending 


XXX. : 


.1  the  offendat, 


B  pariih 


.  No  vetlrji 

ination  of  k  miniater  belonging 

whorein  aucb  ToatrymiD  reiidea  . 

lion  ahal]  be  held   in  the  parish  where  the  ac- 

euied  miniatet  oBiciatea,  and  at  a  place  to  be 

appoinled.bytheveatij  ;  ihejudgea  ahull  appoint 

■  clerk  occaaimallj  for  incb  eiaminationa. 

XXXI.  Diaorderir,  acandalou),  and  immoral 
conduct,  neglect  of  duty,  a  ditregard  to  the 
nilea  and  canona  of  the  church,  or  taking  ahribe 
to  reconunend  oither  for  ordination  or  a  puiah, 
■re  to  be  eanaidered  among  tha  olfEncea  for 
which  a  minialer,  whether  benefited  or  not,  may 
be  brought  to  trial. 

CompluDta  againit  a  miniater  who  haa  never 
been  inducled  into  a  pariah,  or,  having  been  in- 
ducted, ihall  have  vacated  the  aame,  ahall  be  re- 
ceived from  the  miniMer  ai  it  hereinafler  di- 


yeara  at  leaat ;  of  which  viaitation  tl 

o>  church-wardeoa  ehall  have  timely  u 
their  viaitation  they  ahall  confirm  aachi 
to  receive  confirioalion,  they  ahall  ini 
■late  of  the  pariahea.  and  the  condoi 
clergy,  who  thall  give  them  what  iol 
ibey  can  respecting  auch  accleaiaatiea] 
aa  they  may  choose  to  be  informed  of. 

XXXIV.  Bithopa  ahall  hold  ordin 
aoch  timea  and  places  aa  they  may  jud) 

XXXV.  Biihopa,"  after  every  viailat 
report  the  atate  of  tha  church  in  ib« 
pariahea  to  the  Convention. 

XXXVI.  No  miniiier  or  blabop  ahi 
lowed  to  hold  more  than  one  parish  at 
time.  Nevenhcleaa,  a  miniater  may, 
thereto  by  the  veatrj.  preach  in  a  neij 
parish  or  panihea  during  a  vacancy 
panah  or  pariahea,  and  may  receive  a  ci 
tion  for  hia  servicea,  provided  he  haa 
lent  of  hia  own  veelry,  and  ahall  not  ni 
dutiea  of  hia  pariah, 

XXXVH.  Every  miniater  >haU  taaii 
hia  pariih,  unleaa  a  majontj  of  hia  vea 
agree  to  diapenae  with  hia  raaidence;  i 


!  principlea  of  tl 
tian  religion  as  maintained  by  ihia  ehni 
vided  thia  duty  may  be  diapenaed  wit 
the  inclement  winter  montha.  Ihtj  d 
eiplain  the  nature  of  eonlinnation,  and 
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ifaops,  priests,  or  deacons,  shall  preach 
St  on  ereiy  Lord*B  daj,  and  at  other 
ons,  unless  prerented  by  some  suffi- 
;  they  may  at  their  discretion  preach 
ler  times,  when  opportunities  shall 


oflerof  edifying  the  church ;  bishops  andpriasto 
shall  adminuter  the  sacrament  at  least  Irar 
times  in  the  year  at  each  church  or  place  d 
worship  in  their  respective  parishes,  and  shall 
Tisit  the  sick  when  called  on  for  that  poipose. 


CometUian  of  tht  ProietUaU  Efueopal  Ckurehj  in  tht  StaU  of 
Capitol  in  the  City  of  Ruhmo/nd,  May  8<2,  1798. 


hMbnOm 


A  list  of  the  Mcmbcrs  of  the  Conyention. 


Irishes. 


irch  (Middlesex), 
rch  (Lancaster), 
d 


am, 

r, 
randon, 


Northam, 


et. 


ianover), 

n  (K.  dc  Queen), 
n  (Northumb.), 
iham. 


Clergymen. 

Devereauz  Jarratt. 
John  Cameron. 
John  Bracken. 
Samuel  Shield. 

David  Ball. 

James  Craiff. 

Needier  Rcminson. 

Alexander  Balmain. 

John  Buchanan. 

Samuel  S.  M'Croskey. 

James  Madison  (Bishop  dc  Pros.). 

Elkanah  Talley. 
'William  Cameron. 
John  Jones  Spooner. 

Reuben  Clopton. 
Charles  Hopkins. 

Joseph  Ourley  (Assistant  Min.). 

Abner  Waugh. 


Thomas  Davis. 
Andrew  Sim. 
Samuel  Butler. 
James  Henderson. 
John  Bryan. 


Lay  Deputies. 
Henry  £.  Coleman. 
Peterson  Goodwin. 
Archibald  Gracie. 
Robert  Andrews. 

Francis  Corbin. 


Jerman  Baker. 

William  Fouahee. 
John  Tankard. 
John  Ambler. 
Thomas  Hsrris. 
John  H.  Overstreet. 
David  Patteson. 
George  Ruffin. 
William  Murray. 
Nathaniel  BurwelL 
Archibald  Bryce. 
Carter  Braxton,  jon. 

Anthony  New. 

(  John  Pendleton  and 
1  William  NorvelL 
Thomas  Hill. 

William  Gatewood. 
James  Allen  Bradby. 
Charies  Carter. 


rsday,  the  third  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
,  being  the  day  appointed  for  the 
r  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant 
Church  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
sufficient  number  of  members  to  pro- 
isiness  being  present, 
^ht  Rev.  Bishop  Madison  took  his 
ssident  of  the  Convention. 
Vndrews  took  his  seat  as  Secretary  to 
ation. 

V.  Mr.  Bracken,  from  the  standing 
,  reported  standing  rules  for  regula- 
proceedings  of  Conventions,  which 
and  agreed  to,  as  follows : — 
aember  shall  absent  himself  from  the 
the  Convention  unless  he  have  leave, 
and  unable  to  attend. 
n  any  member  is  about  to  apoak  in 
deliver  any  matter  to  the  (Jonven- 
lU  rise  from  his  seat,  and,  without  ad- 
ball  with  due  respect  addresa  himself 
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to  Mr.  President,  confining  himself  strictly  to 
the  point  in  debste,  and  avoiding  all  indeceiit 
and  disrespectful  language. 

3.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twie« 
in  the  same  debate  without  leave. 

4.  A  question,  being  once  determined,  must 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Convention,  and 
cannot  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the 
same  session. 

5.  While  the  President  is  pottmg  any  ques- 
tion, no  one  shall  hold  private  discourse,  stand 
up,  walk  into,  out  of,  or  across  the  house,  or 
read  any  book. 

6.  Every  member  who  shsU  be  in  the  Con* 
vention  when  any  question  is  put,  shall,  on  a 
division,  be  counted  on  one  side  or  the  other. 

7.  When  the  Conyention  is  to  rise,  every 
member  shall  keep  his  seat  imtil  the  presktent 
go  out. 

Ordered,  lliat  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  return  of  the  aitting  members,  and 
to  xefiort  tiMMB.    And  a  connitni  ^Mw  ep- 


>•■" 


MlHii  If  Mr.  IhiriWb  Mr.  OoiWm  Mr. 
bMd^awl  Mr.  Airito. 

(Mmd,  llwt  Mr.  FMlMm,  Mr.  WiBiMi 
OMWgB»  Mr.  ft»M>  od  Mr.  l^«[v^V[H^ 

■OMOiitB,  and  to  rqKMt  thenoo. 

Oidnedt  That  leaTe  be  ghrm  to  hmg  in  a 
eanoB  or  eanona  to  amend  the  16th,  S9tt,  and 
tMi  esDona;  and  that  Mr.  Tallej,  Mr.  Hen- 
Aanoo,  Mr.  Briee,  Mr.  New,  Mr.  M^Ciwhej, 
and  Mr.  Biackon,  prepare  and  bring  in  the  aame. 

Oideredt  Tlwt  Mr.  Shield,  Mr.  Carter,  Mr. 
M'doilceT,  Mr.  Bracken,  Mr.  Bructon,  Mr.  Cor- 
hin,  Mr.  mkor,  and  Mr.  Andrewa,  be  appointed 
n  iifw— iltiia  to  htm  a  plan  of  a  aoeietr  for  the 
mHif  of  diatiaaaad  widowa  and  orphana  of 
dontman  of  the  Ptoteatant  Epiacopal  Church 
fetBiaCata. 

Oidorad,  That  leafo  be  nven  to  bring  in  a 
eanoB  to  jamend  the  KHh  and  Slat  eanona ;  that 
the  committee  appointed  to  pepare  and  bnng  in 
n  canon  or  eanooe  to  amena  this  IMh,  SQth,  and 
tOth,  prepare  and  bring  in  the  aame ;  and  that 
Mr.  8hMd  awl  Mr.  Bdur  be  added  to  the  aaid 
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Oidarad,  That  leaTo  be  ipren  to  bring  in  a 
to  dneet  the  mode  m  which  notoriona 
and  acandah  within  the  chnrch  ihall  be 
;  and  that  Mr.  New,  Mr.  Talle]^,  Mr. 
Oraig,  Mr.  Jamtt,  Mr.  Daria,  Mr.  Robinaon, 
Mr.  ttnffin,  Mr.  Patteeon,  Mr.  Foushee,  Mr. 
Borwell,  and  Mr.  Biadbj,  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  aame. 

The  Covrention  adjourned  until  5  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon. 

Mat  8,  5  o'clock  P.  M.— The  Key.  Mr.  Jar- 
ratt,  according  to  the  order  of  the  last  Conven- 
tion, preached  a  lermon  before  the  Convention. 

Tlie  Convention  adjourned  until  10  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 

FninAT,  Mat  4. 

Mr.  Shield,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
Ibrm  a  plan  of  a  aociety  for  the  relief  of  dis- 
treased  widows  and  orphans  of  clergymen  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  this  state, 
reported,  That  the  committee  had,  according  to 
Older,  prenared  such  a  plan,  which  was  read 
and  afffeed  to,  as  follows : — 

A  fund  for  the  relief  of  distressed  widows 
and  orphans  o£  clergymen  shall  be  raised  by 
Bobecription,  and  subscribers  may  be  divided 
into  three  classes,  viz. : — 

1.  Subecribers  who  choose  to  have  the  in- 
terest of  their  subscription  confined  in  the  div- 
idends to  the  £unilies  of  subscribing  clergymen. 
^  S.  Subscribers  who  choose  to  name  a  par- 
ticular clergyman,  to  whose  &mily  the  same 
benefit  shall  be  extended  as  to  the  families  of 
•obscribing  clergymen. 

8.  Subscribers  who  choose  to  have  their  in- 
terest applied  to  relieve  indigent  families  of 
clergymen  in  general,  without  confining  it  to 
those  of  subscnbers. 

The  subscriptions  to  each  class  shall  be  taken 
distinctly,  and  the  account  of  the  interests  and 
dividends  of  the  third  class  shall  be  kept  aepar- 
atdy  froB  that  of  the  fiiat  and  accond. 


ted;  mmiIm 
ahaUbandeoftka 

In  the  firat  and  aaoond 
of  five  yean  ahall  entitle  the  funilf  for  «) 
benefit  the  aabaeiipiioii  waa  mAo  to  a  Ml 
MeiiB,  pvovwaci  tna  MBDaanpoflB  as 
theithdajofMigr,  I7W;  botdnoa 
intereated  alter  thattiuB,  ahaUba  atttilfaiiti 
fiiU  dividend  odr  on  a  aabacriptioo  of  eMtywn, 
And  in  caae  of  a  aabacmtioD  te  n  laaa  tmm 
than  vfhat  entitlea  to  a  inll  divideadt  th«  iHk 
ahall  reccife  in  propottioo,  with  th«  ofitimm 
alkiwn^  to  be  withheM  annnaUy  a  anm  mhI  it 
the  yearly  aobeetiptaqn,  imtii  tfiaj  dMllMi^ 
titled  to  a  fall  ahare. 

The  claims  of  vridowa  and 
cease  at  their  marriage ;  and  tkat^ 
their  attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one 

Meetmgo  of  the  anbecribera  ahaU  be  kridfa 
the  management  of  the  fund,  at  leaal  oooa  hi 
eveiy  yeer,  at  which  each  aobacribeff  ahdl  hK^ 
an  eqnal  vote. 

The  general  ralea  and  prindplee  of  thn  §m^ 
riiaU  not  be  altered  but  with  the  couaant  of  tnv 
thiida  of  the  membera  preaent  at  an  aaMHl 
aaeeting. 

The  anbecribers  to  the  fund  ahall  be  cnlM« 
aociety  for  the  relief  of  distreaaed  widowa  anl 
orphana  of  deimnen  of  the  Proteatant  IG^piaeapd 
Church  in  the  State  oi  Tirginia. 

A  subscriber  failing  for  five  yeara  to  pj  Mi 
subscription,  shall  forfeit  his  claim  to  a  dividend ; 
and  in  case  of  failure  for  any  less  teim,  he  ahafl 
preserve  it  only  by  a  full  payment  of 
with  interest. 

Five  trustees  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
ciety,  to  continue  in  office  until  the  next 
meeting,  or  until  a  new  appointment  ahaU  be 
made. 

A  treasurer  shall  be  appointed  b^  the  eodety, 
by  ballot,  to  continue  in  office  durmg  good  bo- 
haviour;  who  shall  ffive  bond  to  the  tmateaa, 
with  security,  in  such  penalty  as  the  trusteea  OT 
a  majority  of  them  may  direct,  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duty. 

Occaaional  donations  may  be  received  bj  the 
society,  to  be  applied  as  the  donor  or  doooia 
may  direct ;  and  in  case  there  be  no  direction, 
the  donations  shall  go  into  the  fund  for  the  gen* 
eral  relief  of  the  i^igent  familiea  of  deceaaed 
clerirymen. 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  therefore  agree  to  bo- 
come  members  of  the  said  sodetv  for  the  relief 
of  the  distressed  widows  and  orphana  d  cleigf> 
men  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  na 
State  of  Virginia,  and  to  pav  tne  sums  *!^iffi*^ 
to  our  respective  names,  to  be  ^p^lied  aceoidiqg 
to  the  class  in  which  our  subscriptions  ahall  atan£ 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  thanJu  crifthe 
Convention  be  given  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jarnlt 
for  the  very  excellent,  seasonable,  and  animanid 
sermon  preached  by  him  yesterday  before  the 
Convention,  and  that  he  be  requeated  to  pr^ 
pare  a  copy  of  the  same  for  the  preea. 

Mr.  Patteaony  from  the  conniittM  w^gtauttA 
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to  ezunine  tbe  treatnrer's  ■eeoimts,  reported, 
That  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  ex- 
amined the  same,  and  found  them  justly  and 
fairly  stated  ;  and  that  the  haiance  in  his  hands 
for  general  purposes  is  153/.  8«.  1<£.,  of  which 
the  sum  of  102/.  1«.  5d.  has  hcen  received 
from  sundry  parishes  in  consequence  of  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  last  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer's  accounts  do 
pass. 

Mr.  Bracken  presented,  according  to  order, 
canons  to  amend  the  16th,  20th,  2l8t,  29th,  and 
30th  canons,  and  the  same  were  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Bracken,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  examine  the  returns  of  the  sitting  members, 
reported.  That  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  examined  the  same,  and  found  that  the 
returns  from  the  following  parishes,  viz.,  An- 
trim, Bath,  Bristol,  Bruton,  Charles,  Christ 
Church  (Middlesex),  Christ  Church  (Lancaster), 
Cumberland,  Dale,  Frederick,  Henrico,  Hungars, 
Junes  City,  King  William,  Littleton,  Manches- 
ter, Martin's  Brandon,  Raleigh,  St.  David,  St. 
James  Northam,  St.  John,  St.  Luke,  St.  Mar- 
garet, St.  Mary,  St.  Paul  (Hanover),  St.  Ste- 
phen (King  and  Queen),  St.  Stephen  (North- 
umberland), South  Famham,  Southwark,  West- 
over,  and  Wicomico,  were  made  agreeably  to 
the  canons. 

The  canons  to  amend  the  15th,  20th,  2 1st, 
29th,  and  30th  canons,  were  read  the  second 
time,  and  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  fairly  transcribed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  proceed  by 
ballot  to  the  choice  of  two  deputies,  to  attend 
any  General  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
which  may  meet  before  the  month  of  May,  1793. 

The  Convention  accordingly  proceeded  by 
ballot  to  the  said  choice ;  and  Mr.  J.  Cameron 
and  Mr.  Corbin  being  appointed  a  committee  to 
examine  the  ballots,  and  report  to  the  Conven- 
tion on  whom  the  majority  of  votes  should  fall, 
withdrew,  and  after  some  time  returned  into  the 
Convention,  and  Mr.  J.  Cameron  reported,  That 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  examined 
the  ballots,  and  found  them  to  stand  at>  follows  : 
for  the  Rev.  Samuel  S.  M'Croskey,  26  ;  Robert 
Andrews,  Esq.,  38;  Rev.  John  Bracken,  14; 
Rev.  John  Cameron,  1 ;  Rev.  James  Craig,  1 . 

A  majority  of  votes  appearing  in  favour  of  the 
Rev.  Samuel  S.  M'Croskey  and  Robert  An- 
drews, Esq.,  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Samuel 
8.  M'Croskey  and  Robert  Andrews,  Esq.  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed,  deputies  to  at- 
tend any  General  Convention  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  which  may  be  held  before  the  month 
of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Ix>rd  one  thousand 
■even  hundred  and  ninety-three. 

Mr.  New,  according  to  order,  presented  a 
canon  to  direct  the  mode  in  whicn  notorious 
crimes  and  scandals  within  the  church  shall  be 
censured ;  and  the  same,  after  beinff  twice  read, 
was  ordered  to  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a 
third  time. 


The  canons  to  amend  the  16th,  tOth,  and  39 
canons  were  read  the  third  time  and  paased,  i 
follows,  to  be  substituted  in  the  room  of  U 
said  15th,  20th,  and  29ih,  and  numbered  as  sue 

Canon  XV.  The  right  of  presentation  or  t 
appointing  ministers  to  serve  in  the  parishi 
shall  continue  in  the  vestries,  and  eaca  vest] 
shall  choose  its  own  minister  ;  and  no  miniat 
shall  officiate  as  a  stated  lecturer  or  preacher  i 
any  parish  in  which  there  is  a  rector,  wilhoi 
having  first  obtained  the  leave  of  the  said  recto 
or  of  a  majority  of  the  vestry. 

Canon  XX.  No  person  having  deacon^ 
orders  only,  shall  be  allowed,  as  such,  to  hold 
parish,  until  after  he  hath  officiated  eightee 
months  as  a  deacon,  and  attained  the  age  o 
twentv-five  years :  A  deacon  shall  preach  tb 
gospel  and  baptize ;  he  may  solemnise  maj 
riages,  and  assist  in  administering  the  sacrameii 
of  the  Lord's  Supper,  but  not  consecrate  th 
elements. 

Canon  XXIX.  Complaints  against  a  miniate 
shall  be  made  on  oath,  and  directed  to  the  visite 
of  the  district  in  which  the  accused  minister  re 
sides,  or,  where  there  is  no  visiter,  or  if  the  via 
iter  be  the  person  accused,  to  a  member  of  th( 
presbytery  in  the  said  district ;  who  shall  forth 
with  appoint  a  convenient  time  and  place  for  th< 
trial  within  the  parish  where  the  accused  min 
ister  officiates,  and  take  care  that  the  member 
who  are  to  compose  the  court  shall  have  timel; 
information  thereof.  The  judges  shall  appoin 
a  clerk  occasionally  for  such  trials,  and  no  vei 
tryman  shall  sit  on  the  trial  of  an  accused  min 
ister  belonmng  to  the  parish  wherein  such  vet 
tryman  resides.  In  every  complaint,  the  offeno 
or  offences  shall  be  stated ;  and  the  miniate 
shall  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  char^ 
brought  against  him,  and  with  notice  of  his  m 
tended  trial,  at  least  one  month  before  the  trial 
Viva  voce  evidence  only  shall  be  admitted,  am 
that  upon  oath ;  and  counsel  may  be  employee 
on  both  sides. 

The  visiter  or  person  to  whom  the  complain 
shall  be  made,  shall  cite  the  accused  person  be 
fore  the  appointed  court;  which  shall,  unlesi 
the  person  accused  is  prevented  from  attendin( 
by  sickness,  proceed  to  the  trial,  examine  thi 
testimony  against  the  offender,  and  take  tbi 
depositions  of  witnesses. 

In  sll  complaints  where  the  accused  ministei 
shall  be  the  only  clergyman  resident  within  thi 
district,  the  complaint  shall  be  made  to  tfai 
bishop  and  standing  committee,  who  shall  with 
out  delay  institute  a  court,  consisting  of  tw( 
clergymen  from  an  adjoining  district,  and  tw( 
vestrymen  from  the  most  convenient  parishei 
within  the  district.  They  shall  appoint  also  thi 
time  for  trial,  which  shall  be  held  at  such  placi 
within  the  parish  of  the  accused  minister  as  thi 
vestry  thereof  shall  direct. 

Resolved,  That  a  standing  committee  be  u> 
pointed,  to  continue  in  office  until  the  end  of  thi 
next  session  of  Convention,  with  the  like  power 
as  were  vested  in  the  last  standing  committee 
And  the  Rev.  John  Bracken,  Rev.  Samue 
Shield,  Robert  Andrews,  Eso.,  Rev.  Henry  Sky 
ring,  Hon.  Joseph  Prentis,  Hon.  Cyrus  Griffin 
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Thftt  all  WMoaibto  mxptmm  be 
■Uovrad  lb*  dbpatiM  ■ppoiDtad  to  mttaod  the 
Mst  Oeanml  Conventioii,  and  that  the  nun  of 
Iwwity-ftrepottDdabeadTaiicedtoeachof  them 


ggjl? 


Reaolved,  That  the  atandiog  comouttee  be 
Mthomed  to  appoint  a  deputy  or  depatiaa  to 
Ihe  Geneial  CooTentkm,  riMwld  either  or  both  of 
the  dipaliee  appointed  bj  thia  ConTentioii  be 
pnventedfrom  attending. 

lUeeWed,  That  all  reaaonable  eipeneea  be 
■Uovfed  the  Right  Rer.  Dr.  ICadiaon,  which  he 
hai  hMnmed  in  nia  aereral  Tiaitatiooa,  and  which 

3  ante  from  hia  attendance  on  the  next  Gen- 
Ooofention,  and  that  the  aum  of  eighty 
be  adTaneed  to  him  on  aeeoont  Bianop 
Uvered  in  lo  the  CouTentipo  a  report 
of  hie  viaitationa  aince  the  laat  Convention, 
iriiich  waa  read,  and  ia  aa  followa : — 

**AgieeaMy  to  the  86th  canon,  the  biihop 
bifi  leate  to  repoit  that  he  haa  xiaited  the  fof- 
lowiu  paririiea,  rii. :  York-Hampton,  Elizabeth 
Oi^,  ilMngdon,  Ware,  Chriit  Chinch  (Middle- 
MxX  8^  Anne,  St  Panl  (King  George),  Berfce- 
Jot,  Wealofw,  Blialand,  Brateo,  Jamea  City, 
muieo,  and  Lonenbnrg;  and  ia  happy  to  aaanre 
the  CoBfention  that  in  meet  of  the  pariahca,  the 
eoodaet  of  the  miniateTB  appeared  to  be  aoch 
■e  merited  the  higfaeat  commendation.  The 
eotyegatieBa  where  he  attended  were  oenerally 
— meroua,  and  attentiTe  to  the  form  of  wotahip 
eetaMJAai!  by  the  chnich;  and  theogh  he  had 
toe  moeh  reaaon  to  lament  that  sufficient  regard 
waa  net  paid  to  the  decent  support  of  the  cler^ 
in  aaany  of  the  pariBhea,  yet  the  diligence  with 
which  moat  of  toe  ministers  continued  to  dis- 
ohaige  their  aacred  functiona,  while  it  afforded 
atm  higheat  pnmf  of  their  seal  and  piety,  yielded 


Wb  Ave  jmnhM  eff 
Win,  Cfariat  Chndi  (WiUhm^ 
Beikialay  ^nederickabog),  and  BnttM.  if- 
waida  of  an  hondnd  peraQae  bum  bean  «■> 
firmed." 

Reeohed,  Thai  it  be  neommoiM  lo  te 
aereral  parWhaa  within  tlua  eomaaaawwhkB  It 
aend  eadk  the  earn  of  fifteen  doDan  lo  Iks  Har. 
Mr.  Boehanan,  treaaorer,  on  or  belbio  the  fimt 
Thnrada^  in  May  nest,  to  be  a|i|diad  by  Ai 
CooTention  aa  they  ihaU  jodjge  aeeeMvy,  lo 
enable  the  biehop  to  make  hia  "JH^IifflMt  aai 
perform  the  other  dntiee  of  hia  officOtOnd  to  Ai 
other  porpoeee  of  the  Pkotoataat  'E§kmgti 
Church  in  thia  atate. 

Crdeied,  That  the  atandtng  eomMttoa  h» 
directed  to  apply  to   the  diilenttt 
which  have  not  con^jiUad  with  tlie 
of  the  laat  Conventioii  for  te  amn 
doUara,  to  tranamit  the  eame  to  dm  B«v.  Mb 
Buchanan  as  soon  aa  poeMhle 

Reeolfed,  That  900  copiee  of  the  JbnMlif 
thia  Convention  be  printed  wider  tlie  a 
of  the  Rot.  Mr.  Buchanan;  and  thai 
mon  preached  yeeteiday  by  the  Re?.  Mr.  Janflt 
be  annexed  to  the  aame. 

Reeol?ed,  That  the  Rer.  Mr.  WaMhboio- 
qoeated  to  preach  a  aermon  befon  tto  am 
ConTontion. 

The  canon  to  direct  the  mode  in  wfaish  w* 
toriooa  erimee  and  acandala  within  the  thmA 
ahallbe  cenanred,  waa  reed  the  third  tiaM;  ml 
the  qneation  being  pot  whether  the  aame  doit 
pass,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

ReaolTed,  That  the  next  Convention  be  bald 
in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

The  Convention  adjourned. 
Signed,       Jambs  MAOisoir,  Preaidant 

EoBBBT  AHOBBwa,  Sooetai^* 


Jmrmd  of  «  CmaaUum  of  the  ProttMtani  Episcopal  Church  m  the  SUaU  of  VirgimeLt  heU 

City  ofBiehmond,  Moy  2d,  1793. 

A  List  of  the  Mbmbbbs  of  the  Convention. 


Antrim, 

Berkeley, 

Briatol, 

Bromfield, 

Bmton, 

Bale, 

FVederiek, 

FrederickaviUe, 

Henrico, 

Hongars, 

Jamea  City, 

Kingston, 

King  William, 

Ltttleton, 

Lexington, 

Mancheater, 

Nottoway, 

St.  Andrewa, 

St.  Bride, 

8t  Dimd, 


Clergymen. 

Hugh  Cotrans  Boggs. 
John  Cameron. 

John  Bracken. 
Needier  Robinson. 
Alexander  ^^^T^in. 

John  Buchanan. 
Samuel  S.  M'Croakey. 
J.  Madison  (Bishop  and  Pr.). 
Armistead  Smith. 


Charles  Crawford. 
William  Cameron. 


Jamea  Mania. 


Lay  Depatiaa. 
Henry  £.  Coleman. 

Alexander  M'Rae. 
Reuben  Beall. 
Robert  Andrewa. 
Thomas  Friend. 

John  Walker. 
William  Fooahee. 


Dudlev  Carey. 
John  Harris. 
Joseph  Carrington. 

David  Pattereon. 

John  Gk>och  and  Richatd  Bfamd. 

Charlea  B.  Jonea. 

Joahna  Grymea. 

Benjamin  Templo  and  Nath.  Dimwi. 
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Pariihes. 
SL  George  (Accomack), 
St.  James  Noitham, 
St.  Margaret, 
St.  Mania, 
St.  Pad  (Hano?er), 
St.  Stephen, 
St.  Thomaa, 
South  Famham, 
Soatham, 
Washington, 
Westover, 
York  Hampton, 


Clergymen. 

Peter  Nelson. 

Thomas  Andrews. 

Andrew  Sim. 
John  H.  Saunders. 

Seawell  Chapin. 
James  Henderson. 


Oir  Thursday,  the  second  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-three,  being  the  day  appointed  for 
the  meeting  of  the  Convention  of  the  Protesumt 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia,  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed 
on  business  having  convened, 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Madison  took  his 
seat  aa  President  of  the  Convention. 

Robert  Andrews  took  his  seat  as  Secretary 
to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  returns  of  the  sitting  members,  and 
to  report  thereon.     And  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed of  Dr.  Bracken,  Mr.  Balmain,  Mr.  Fou- 
ihee,  and  Mr.  Patterson. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 

UDon  concerning  vestries  and  trustees ;  a  canon 

concerning  conventions ;   a  canon  concerning 

pKtbyteries ;    a  c«non  concerning  bishops ;  a 

canoD  concerning  the  ordination  of  priests  and 

dttcoQs,  and  their  duties ;  a  canon  concerning 

^  induction  of  ministers  into  parishes ;  a  canon 

coDcemiog  offences  and  the  mode  of  proceeding 

*guast  otiending  ministers ;  a  canon  concerning 

^  appointment  and  duties  of  a  standing  com- 

^ttee;  a  canon  concerning  the  manner  ofgrant- 

^  testimonials  to  citizens  candidates  for  par- 

^^ ;  a  canon  concerning  a  treasurer ;  and  a 

^aooQ  rescinding  certain  ordinances  snd  can- 

2^;  and  that  Mr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Balmain,  Dr. 

^*Cro8key,  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  T.  Andrews,  Mr. 

*  ouahee,  Dr.  Bracken,  Mr.  W.  Cameron,  Mr. 

*'*iterion,  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr. 

**'Q»i,  Mr.  Gatewood,  Mr.  Bogs^,  Mr.  Drum- 

J^nd,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.Carter,  and  Mr. 

^haries  B.  Jones,  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Andrews  presented,  according  to  order, 

^  caoon  concerning  vestries  and  trustees ;  a  can- 

^1)  concerning  conventions ;  a  canon  concerning 

l^'esbyteries ;    a  canon  concerning  bishops ;  a 

^^Don  concerning  the  ordination  of  priests  and 

beacons,  and  their  duties ;  a  canon  concerning 

^  induction  of  ministers  into  parishes ;  a  caiu)n 

concerning  offences,  and  the  mode  of  proceeding 

rust  offending  ministers ;  a  canon  concerning 
appointment  and  duties  of  a  standing  com- 
Aittee  i  a  canon  concerning  the  manner  of  grant- 
ait  testimonials  to  citizens  candidates  for  par- 
isnes  ;  a  canon  concerning  a  treasurer ;  and  a 
canon  rescinding  certain  ordinances  and  canons ; 
irhich  several  canons  were  received,  read  a  first 
iime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
On  motion  made,  the  canon  concerning 


Lay  Deputiee. 
Cave  Jones  and  William  Drommond. 
Archibald  Bryce. 
Samuel  Temple. 

William  Tinsiey 

Thomas  Barbour. 
William  Gatewood. 

Daniel  M'Carty,  jon. 
Charles  Carter. 
Hugh  Nelson. 

tries  and  trustees,  and  the  other  canons  before 
the  Convention,  were  read  a  second  time,  snd 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Convention  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  treaaurer's  accounts :  And  a  com- 
mittee  was  appointed  of  Dr.  Bracken,  Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Charles  B.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Henderson. 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  10  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  May  3. 

Bishop  Madison  having  delivered  a  charge  to 
the  clergy  at  the  meeting  of  Convention  this 
morning. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of 
the  Convention  be  given  to  the  Right  Rev.  Doc- 
tor Madison,  for  his  very  sensible,  pious,  and 
excellent  address  delivered  this  day,  and  that  he 
be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  for  the  press. 
An  Address  to  the  Convention  of  the  ProiesUtnt 

Eviscopal  Church  in  Virginm.    By  Buhop 

Madison. 

Brkthrin, — When  I  determined  to  send  cir- 
cular letters  to  the  different  visiters,  in  order  that 
I  might,  through  them,  request  a  general  attend- 
ance of  the  clergy  at  this  Convention,  I  was 
well  aware  of  the  mconveniences  to  which  some 
of  the  members  might  be  exposed.  But,  such  is 
still  the  situation  of  our  church,  so  loudlv  doth 
it  call  for  the  counsels  of  all  its  friends,  tnat  no 
doubt  was  left  upon  my  mind  but  those  incon- 
veniences would  be  cheerfully  home,  provided 
our  consultations  should  be  productive  of  bene- 
ficial effects.  Whatever  may  be  the  reanlt, 
whether  we  shall  be  enabled  to  devise  any  plan 
or  propose  any  measures  which  mav  tend  to  that 
end,  so  ardently  to  be  supplicated,  still,  it  is  sure^ 
a  solemn  duty  imposed  upon  all  of  us,  to  endeav- 
our to  promote  the  prosperity  of  our  Zion  by 
all  those  prudent  means  which  our  profession 
will  justify.  This  is  most  likely  to  be  effected 
by  the  combined  wisdom  and  experience  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  clergy.  It  is  not  then  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  I  should  be  anxious  to  see  all 
the  faithful  pastors  of  our  church  here  assem- 
bled, and  that  I  should  earnestly  entreat  them, 
in  particular,  seriously  to  consult,  to  digest,  and 
bring  forward,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Con- 
vention, whatever  may  appear  most  likely  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  religion,  and  that  church  of 
which  we  are  the  ministers. 

I  trust  that  the  good  effects  of  our  late  minis- 
terial ezertkma  are  generally  felt  and  acknowl- 


ffaqr  nit  lifaann  im  m«]i  wiicipaW  tba  hann- 

tm  la  tlHir  nligimi*  coDMnia,  ■nd,  1  ■rdanlly 
hopa,  anjitdoMUj  tinatiaf  IB  a  arailaT  d>- 
pM  of  Cktotiu  MriMtioo.  Still,  howsTw, 
ov  auilioiiB  mnnb*  nrnbaMfl,  Ihmr  nmat  nm 
iacnaM ;  m  naN  caatiaM  to  laniica  if  wa 
woold  nat  bacoma  mtiamde.  Noc  eui  I  think 
bat  Ihat  Piandance,  M  &ia  nomant,  tOndi  the 
MM  faTOonbla  o|ipaitDiiitf  for  prndant  and 


Eml^  tt  roonlanetiaj  (ha  ptax  hivM 
Htal  l»ach«w  an  diite  Baking,  aod 
I  ia  MnM  m  nar*  wiiManilly.  1  bdion^ 
dr  ftifiM  iuaiMona,  Am  hf  Ifaaii  pubU 
fow;  it  wtald  alaa  annca  •  airii  of  dB- 
ataddaM  1^  laal  cdaean  far  «•  nllgisu 


•backsd  that  farroui  of  aalhiii 


hM^  nngad  ou  cboch.    Oni  arik  ha**  is 

■  fiiil  ■ IT i  finiii  Thil  iniiiii     But 

than  i«  ioalhai  Ma^  whieh  iadvb  makhif 
npid  adnaeaa,  and  whoa*  prapaaCif  poaiMa, 
tnaaatamat;  I  ■■an  thadiMOnafifraligiQB. 
liam  iM  diB  two  pnndnal  aaaauaa  whi^  «• 
ten  M  MBii,  and  whiclt  caU  for  all  tba  tria- 
dntft  and  dl  lb*  taal  of  mof  tjncat*  miniMat. 
Tbat  th*  tfuit  and  lb*  rewlouoa  nacawMy 
ftr  tba  iDoat  leiliMu  offuutiiMi  *•■■— 'ir  iIm 
taaaat  of  mtarj  eoa  praaaat,  I  do  not  qoaation ; 
bat  what  an  tba  pradaot  mnain  which  wa  moat 
Miijiliij  1  iriiat  aia  tha  waapaaal  what  it  the 
araaoT  wa  meH  pat  on  (n  thi«  ChriatUn  war- 
faiel    Thaaa  aia  iwiBima  which  donaiMl  out 


I  eaald  haTe  wiabed,  tmon  thiaoeeaakn,  lathai 
la  here  heaid  the  Mntimeala  of  mj  bcethnD, 
dwii  to  have  aqiniaaad  mT  owd,  I  do  not  m- 
X»oi  that  I  haie  not  rafleclsd,  and  that  olleii 
and  Mrional]',  upon  the  ulnation  of  our  church, 
and  tbB  iwant  of  ptomoliag  ita  pranmity  ;  but 
I  am  not  to  pmnrnpluoai  u  to  thinV,  that  bcl- 
IM  ma;  all  MiH  be  dafiaad  than  tboH  which 
hare  occnnad  to  me.  Perhapa,  howeTei,  tha 
■rapoaiiioo*  which  1  think  it  mj  duty  to  U;  be- 
uta  ran,  if  the;  do  not  maet  with  the  approba- 
tioD  of  ltd*  aaaambljr,  ma«  at  leait  be  the  meana 
of  eallina  forth  ethan,  which  ma;  opents  more 
afaetBal^  to  the  end  we  all  have  in  new. 

Tba  firal  that  I  (hall  mbmit  to  jooi  eonuder- 
ation,  aa  of  great  importance  in  m;  mind  lo- 
warda  ranfing  ■  jutt  hdh  of  rehgion,  aod  « 
laMiahing  a  doe  mioiMeruU  influence  unong  oi 
paciahtoMn,  ia,  that  the  different  putora  ihoul 
conaidar  it  aa  a  dut;  (o  Tint  then  pariihiotm 
U  thaii  printa  dw^ling*  ai  often  in  the  re) 
aa  ma;  bo  conrenieiil ; — that,  u  tbaaa  Tiaiti 
childran  •bonld  be  examinad  and  inMtaotad  i 


to  the  religiona  inatcactiaa  of  their  children , 
while  the  wall-diapoaed  riKmld  be  encouraged 
to  pancTore,  and  lo  be  ateadfaat  in  Ihaii  Ulub- 
ment  la  the  church.  A  pactice  of  the  kind 
taBie  recommended  woald  not  onl;  be  pnidue- 
tiire  of  the  beat  eOecU  in  a  religHma  point  of 
»iew,  bat  ^  aaemi  alao  awwitiaU;  neceaar- 
onlar  la  form  that  friendl;  attaebmeol,  oi 


bat  I  am  parainided  that,  b;  'the  gieiiei  put  ef 
aai  coiwnaationa,  thn  would  be  ;u>tly  «UDii> 
ted,  uf  I  Sara  no  doabt,  prore  bighl;  bBne&col 
-    ■■  -  -  af  the  church. 

which  I  ahall  latkr,  ap- 
in  priiculir,  of  grol 
inleieil  of  out  holy  t»- 

;mni  ana  of  tut  church 

It  ia,  that  the  mmJsKna  abould  »u>e  lo  bt 
dinnbalad  among  thrir  congregtiiooi  mek 
hooka  orpamptleLs  as  houU  teml  lo  cliacklU 
■pint  of  proaalyliBin  which  »  Blrongly  diali» 
foiihea  moat  (bcIs,  b;  eipoaing  wfaueriir  naf 
amor  anoDeoin.  in  a  plain  ind  candid  mamn 
■ad  at  the  aania  time  abowiog  the  Teril;  at 
conitant  ■oporbrity  of  the  principlee  of  our  omg 
church,  llie  dUaeinination  of  pamphlet!  trtoA 
might  haTa  lOch  i  tendency,  appeare  particalU' 
I;  neceeiuT  ai  ihifl  time.  Every  one  nnut  hira 
obaerred  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  en^inri- 
uti ;  the  one  noems  to  be  conipoged  of  men  ti 
a  warm  imagiriLion,  ilrong  paesiona,  and  hlth 
or  DO  judgment.  Theae  lay  hold  of  aoae  fi- 
Touiite  tenet,  which  may  afford  ihem  ail  Cfipo' 
tunit;  of  eierdsmg  the  powers  of  the  iai^;iii»' 
lion,  and  which  the;  make  the  groundwork  opS 
which  to  erect  a  lect.     The  oSier  ii  * 

of  men  more  ignonml,  but  active  ant 
gable.    Hie;  dream  dream*  and   aee 
They  are  hvoured  with  immediate  ini, 
from  Heaven  ;  Ihey  «oar  aboce  the  vulgar 


inipiraMtf 


of  morality,  and,  sanctifying  the  meaaa  by  dw 
end,  omit  nothing  to  complete    their  deiin*. 
How  abalt  we  effeclnal);  counteract  aithei.  Ml 
b;  diffoaing  anch  pamphleta  aa  ahall  place 
truth*  or  prineiplea  which  are  in  dangni-' 
obecnred,  in dteir proper  light?     What; 
f6r  inatance,  have  not  those  wild 
■pecting  divine  illutninatiou,  or 
dnced!     The  ordinary  meani 
and  explaining  Scripture  are  of  no  maoM 
long  aa  the  extraonhRary  can  be  obtainal :. 
Scnpturea  are   thus   warped   U>   aapport  I 
opinion,    howeier  conlraiy  to  the  tialh;  4 
flocks  are  miibd,  and  too  often,  in  MaieqHI 
abandon  their  maletnal    cbnrcb.     Tb«M  ■ 
flow  from  the  waul  of  information.     Kea  ^ 
tnith   in  it*  proper   light;  let  ii  Aia 
,  entj  man'a  bmua,  mm  [lain  bat 


CONVENTION  OF  17V8. 


pamphleta,  and  it  will  toon  illuminate  the  mind. 
Again,  it  it  an  opinion  which  has  become  too 
prevalent,  that  a  Christian  may,  consistently 
with  his  profession,  change  his  sect  as  often  as 
he  pleases,  or  as  often  as  caprice  may  direct ; 
and  that  the  ordinances  of  Uhrist  may  be  ad- 
ministered by  any  one  who  shall  assume  the 
ministerial  office.  Such  opinions  not  only  nurse 
the  spirit  of  disunion  among  Chrisiians,  whose 
fatal  effects  to  ^nuine  religion  I  need  not  here 
mention,  but  subvert  the  fundamental  principles 
of  a  Christian  church.  It  is  time  to  evince  to 
the  people  committed  to  our  charge  the  error 
and  the  dangerous  tendency  of  such  sentiments, 
and  to  show  the  duty  and  the  necesdity  of  ad- 
hering to  those  institutions  which  Christ  and  his 
apostles  established.* 

I  would  propose  that  the  clergy  now  assem- 
bled specify  such  pamphlets  as  shall  appear 
moat  useful  for  doctrinal  information;  that  a 
anfficient  number  of  copies  be  obtained  for  the 
con^egations  generally  ;  that  the  respective 
ministers  be  supplied  in  proportion  to  the  extent 

*  In  a  late  charge  by  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  a 
prelate  distinguished  for  his  leamingand  his  piety, 
neaking  of  the  constitution  andT  use  of  the  church 
of  Chnst,  he  makes  some  observations  which  de- 
aerve  the  serious  attention  of  all  Christians.  "  Sal- 
vation,** says  he,  "  is  a  gift  of  grace  ;  that  is,  it 
IB  a  free  gift,  to  which  we  have  no  natural  claim. 
It  is  not  to  be  conceived  within  ourselves,  but  to 
be  received,  in  consequence  of  our  Christian  call- 
ing, from  God  himself,  through  the  means  of  his 
orainances.  These  can  no  man  administer  to  ef- 
fect, but  by  God's  own  appointment ;  at  first  by 
his  immediate  appointment,  and  afterward  by 
aaccession  and  derivation  from  thence  to  the  end 
(tf  the  world.  Without  this  rule  we  are  open  to 
imposture,  and  can  be  sure  of  nothing ;  we  cannot 
be  sare  that  our  ministry  is  effective,  and  that  our 
aacraments  are  realities.  We  are  very  sensible 
the  spirit  of  division  will  never  admit  this  doc- 
trine ;  yet  the  spirit  of  charity  must  never  part 
with  it.  Writers  and  teachers  who  make  it  a 
point  to  give  no  offiencc,  treat  these  things  very 
tenderly ;  but  he  who,  in  certain  cases,  gives  men 
no  offisnce,  will  for  that  reason  give  them  no  in- 
Mniction.  Light  itself  is  painful  to  weak  eyes ; 
bat  delightful  to  them  when  grown  stronger,  and 
raeondwd  to  it  with  use;  and  he  who  was  instru- 
mental in  bringing  them  to  a  more  perfect  state 
of  vision,  though  less  acceptable  at  first,  may  yet, 
for  his  real  kindness,  be  more  cordially  thanked 
afterward,  than  if  he  had  made  the  ease  and  safe- 
ty of  his  own  person  the  measure  of  his  duty." 

In  the  same  paragraph  he  further  observes, 
*'  We  are  informed  that  the  liberties  taken  of  late 
yean  acainst  the  ministry  of  the  church,  have  ter- 
minated in  an  attempt  to  begin  a  spurious  epis- 
copacy, or  an  episcopacy  without  succession,  in 
Amenca;  a  particular  account  of  the  affair  has 
been  published  in  a  Life  of  Mr.  John  Wesley,  snd 
the  case  appears  to  have  been  as  reported.  Mr. 
Wesley,  when  questioned  about  this  fact  in  his 
Hfetuie,  did  not  deny  it,  but  pleaded  necessity  to 
ioatify  the  measure  (see  Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  John 
Wesley,  by  John  Hampson) ;  a  fatal  precedent,  if 
il  should  be  followed.  For  iif  a  presbyter  can  con- 
secrate a  bishop,  we  admit  that  a  man  may  confer 
a  power  of  which  he  is  not  himself  possessed ; 
instead  of  *  the  less  being  blessed  of  the  greater,* 
the '  greater  is  bleased  of  uie  lees,*  and  the  order  of 
ill  tmnga  inverted.** 


of  their  cures ;  and  that  they  distribnte  them  t 
the  people,  charging  them  only  with  the  fin 
cost. 

It  is  true,  that  sermons  should  occasionally  b 
delivered  upon  such  doctrinal  and  institution! 
topics  as  may  appear  most  necessary  for  the  in 
formation   of  congregations;    they   would,   n 
doubt,  when  conduct^  without  reflections  upoi 
particular  sects,  have  a  good  effect  for  the  mo 
ment.     But  to  produce  that  which  ahall  be  per 
manent,  the  same  doctrine  must  be  submitter 
to  private  consideration  and  reiterated  peruaal. 
Nor  should   our  attention   be    confined    U 
pamphlets  which  respect  merely  the  doctrinei 
or  tlie  institutions  of  our  church.     Devotions 
tracts,  such  ss  would  inspire  and  keep  alive  thi 
spirit  of  a  warm  but  rational  piety,  are  greatl] 
wanted.     Let  then  such  of  this  nature  also  In 
dispersed,  as  the  ministry  may  approve  and  rec- 
ommend to  their  congregations.    They  wonk 
not  only  be  thus  callea  to  active  piety,  but  sO" 
cured  against  the  impressions  which  the  appear- 
ance of  greater  devotion  and  zeal  in  other  secti 
must  always  make  upon  the  minds  of  the  trulji 
reUgious.     Many  educated  in  the  bosom  of  oui 
church  desert  it,  not  solely  from  a  conviction  ol 
errors  in  doctrine,  but  because  the  ffreat  bulk  ol 
its  members  seem  indifferent  to  religious  exer- 
cises.    Another  society  is  sought  for,  in  which 
the  pious  are  countenanced  and  stimulated  by 
reciprocal  example.     Why  can  we  not  introduce 
an   equal   attention   to   their  reUgious   duties 
among  the  members  of  our  own  church,  a  con- 
duct equally  guarded  and  pious  ?     It  must  be 
done,  or  we  shall  have  only  the  semblance  of 
religion  among  us.     We  have  approached  too 
nearly  to  that  ver^  already.     Let  us  then  en- 
deavour to  disseminate  valuable  devotional  trea- 
tises, and  by  all  the  means  in  our  power  recom- 
mend and  encourage,  exhort  and  enforce,  atten- 
tion to  them. 

A  third  proposition  I  have  to  make  is,  that 
we  should  endeavour  to  introduce  family  prayers 
among  the  members  of  our  church ;  nothing, 
we  are  persuaded,  tends  more  to  keep  up  a 
sense  of  religion  in  the  minds  of  men,  than  a 
serious  and  constant  performance  of  this  neces- 
sary duty.  But  it  is  more  neglected  in  the 
families  who  profess  themselves  to  be  of  our 
church,  than  m  any  other  whatever.  I  would 
therefore  beseech  you,  with  earnestness,  to  ex- 
hort every  housekeeper  in  your  parishes,  both 
privately  and  publicly,  to  worship  God  daily  in 
their  families.  Among  the  poorer  class,  books 
with  proper  forms  should  be  distributed  gralit, 
or  at  as  low  a  price  as  possible.  I  would  not 
propose  that  the  clergy  should  be  burdened  with 
this  expense,  but  that  the  vestries  should  supply 
such  as  the  ministers  may  recommend.  If  also, 
on  particular  days,  as  Sundays,  when  there  may 
be  no  public  service  in  our  church  sufficiently 
convenient,  families  could  be  persuaded  to  in- 
troduce their  devotions  with  sinking  of  psalms 
or  hymns,  the  practice  would  effectually  revive 
psalmody  in  our  churches.  Unless  it  originate 
or  prevail  in  families,  our  congregations  will 
never  be  brought  to  join  generally  in  that  asaan- 
tial  and  beautiful  part  of  public  woiahip.    It  ii 
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tht  eircumstanee  which,  in  point  of  psalmody, 
gives  to  the  dissenting  congregations  such  an 
advantage  over  those  of  our  church. 

If  the  duty  which  I  have  mentioned  could  he 
brought  into  general  practice,  and  I  cannot 
doubt  but  the  well-disposed  roieht  be  easily  led 
to  the  constant  performance  of  it,  the  h^piest 
change  in  our  religious  affnirs  would  be  the  im- 
mediate consequence ;  the  change  would  be 
most  important  in  a  religious  point  of  view, 
which  is  ever  the  first  consideration,  and  it 
would  also  make  an  impression  most  favourable 
to  our  church  in  the  minds  of  all. 

4th.  I  have  only  one  more  proposition  to 
make ;  which  is,  that  we  should  all  consider  the 
interests  of  the  church  as  a  common  cause, 
which  we  are  bound  to  support  by  every  consid- 
eration the  most  sacred.  The  ministers,  in  par- 
ticular, should  ever  hold  themselves  related  to 
each  other  by  a  truly  fraternal  connexion.  A 
general  cause  unites  them;  but  this  union 
should  be  cherished  ;  it  should  be  a  principle  of 
action ;  it  should  animate  the  whole  body,  and 
render  the  concerns  of  one  the  concerns  of  the 
whole.  But  this  principle,  that  it  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  beneficiiil  elfects  we  desire,  sup- 
poses necessarily  the  utmost  purity  in  the  order 
to  which  we  belong.  It  is  essentially  necessary, 
then,  that  the  preservation  of  the  credit  and 
reputation  of  our  order  should  be  the  constant 
object  of  every  minister.  That  confidence  in 
each  other  which  should  distinguish  our  society. 
Chat  disinterested  love  for  the  brotherhood,  that 
respect  and  estimation  which  it  should  have  in 
our  own  eyes,  as  well  as  those  of  the  world,  re- 

3uire,  that  every  one  should  consider  himself  as 
eeply  interested  in  the  conduct  of  every  cler- 
f^man.  Without  an  entire  purity,  we  cannot 
ave  confidence  ;  without  confidence,  we  cannot 
act  as  one  firm,  united  body,  whose  interests 
and  views  are  the  same  ;  in  short,  as  a  phalanx, 
whose  strength  depends  upon  the  integrity  of 
all  its  parts.  Without  this  union,  this  entire 
consolidation  of  views  and  interests,  success,  as 
a  Christian  sect,  cannot  be  expected.  Observe 
what  strength  and  firmness  those  sects  arc  sain- 
ing, by  their  prudent  regulations  of  this  kind, 
whose  views  arc  certainly  not  friendly  to  the 
prosperity  of  our  church.  To  maintain  even 
the  ground  we  now  possess,  we  must  adopt 
measures  equally  prudent;  but  to  advance,  to 
recover  a  part  of  what  we  have  lost,  our  system 
must  not  only  be  wise  and  prudent,  but  it  must 
be  pursued  with  a  uniformity,  with  an  undcvi- 
ating  regularity,  with  a  firmness  and  a  constan- 
cy, which  no  events  can  shake.  It  is  time  to 
unite  "  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent  with  the  in- 
nocence of  the  dove.'*  And  it  is  fortunate  that 
these  measures,  which  expediency  may  seem  to 
suggest,  or  particularly  to  require,  are  also  sug- 
gested by  duly. 

The  promotion  of  true  religion  is  our  primary 
duty ;  but,  split  as  the  Christian  world  is  into  par- 
ties, we  have  also  the  interests  of  a  sect  to  pro- 
mote, in  order  to  perform  that  primary  duty. 
For  this  purpose,  we  must  have  not  only  our 
external,  but  mtemal  regulations ;  we  must  have 
a  line  of  conduct  delineated,  which,  though  it 


will  not  admit  of  canonical  injunction,  itill  ^ 
should  be  systematically  pursued  by  every  mifr 
ister.  The  force  of  a  uniform  systematic  coo- 
duct  upon  the  human  mind,  in  every  instance,  ii 
almost  irresistible.  It  carries  individuals  di> 
rectly,  or  by  the  shortest  route,  to  the  object  it 
which  they  aim ;  but  when  wisely  conceived  br 
a  body  of  men,  they  are  rendered  compact  aoi 
strong;  their  progress  towards  the  attainmeBft 
of  their  end  is  constantly  accelerated  :  bat  witlh 
out  a  system,  a  sect  becomes  a  heap  of  sand* 
unconnected  and  disunited,  ready  to  be  drifted 
or  blown  about  in  any  direction,  by  the  fint 
wind  which  assails  them. 

Thus,  my  brethren,  I  have  laid  before  yoo,  as 
briefly  as  I  could,  such  observations  as  it  ^ 
peared  to  me  were  not  unworthy  of  your  atten- 
tion :  of  that,  however,  you  will  judge.  Tbm 
object  is  to  promote  that  holy  religion  whosi 
ministers  we  are,  by  reviving  a  spirit  of  trot 
piety,  and  by  invigorating  that  attachment  to 
our  church,  which,  through  the  want  of  proper 
information,  I  fear  has  been  too  much  reUzsd 
among  most  of  our  congregations.  Bat  iM 
those  means  which  have  been  proposed  be 
adopted  with  a  zeal  becoming  the  greatest  of  ill 
objects,  the  salvation  of  souls  ;  or  let  any  othen, 
which  the  wisdom  of  this  assembly  may  prefei^ 
be  adopted  and  pursued  in  the  manner  they 
ought,  and  I  doubt  not,  with  the  assistance  of 
divine  grace,  but  that  success  will  reward  oar 
labours.  Like  the  rebuilders  of  Jerusalem  afker 
the  captivity,  we  must,  in  the  language  of  the 
Prophet,  "every  one,  with  one  of  his  handsi 
work  in  the  building ;  with  the  otkefy  hold  a 
weapon."  With  one  hand  we  must  build  op 
our  people  in  the  doctrine  of  piety  and  the 
apostolic  institutions  of  our  church,  while,  with 
the  other,  we  must  resist  that  spirit  of  proeely- 
tism  which  is  so  unworthy  of  the  followers  a 
Christ,  but  which  will  otherwise  demolish  as 
fast  as  we  build.  In  short,  be  it  our  duty  in  all 
things  *'to  show  ourselves  approved  unto  God, 
as  workmen  that  need  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly 
dividing  the  word  of  truth,"  *'  taking  heed  to 
the  ministry,  which  we  have  received  in  the 
Lord,  that  we  fulfil  it." 

Another  proposition,  which  I  confess  I  hid 
much  at  heart,  I  should  have  laid  before  this 
Convention  ;  but  its  fate  has,  I  fear,  been  already 
determined ;  I  mean,  an  invitation  to  all  ainceie 
Christians  to  unite  with  us  in  forming  one 
church,  and  in  abolishing  those  dissensioDi 
which  are  so  contrary  to  our  profession.  There 
is  no  one  here  present  but  must  cordially  wish 
for  such  a  union,  provided  it  did  not  require  a 
sacrifice  of  those  points  which  are  deemed  es- 
sentials by  our  church  ;  from  them  we  have  not 
the  power  to  retreat.  But  in  such  matters  M 
are  subject  to  human  alteration,  if,  by  a  candid 
discussion,  they  could  be  found  capable  of  being 
so  modified  as  to  remove  the  objections  of  any 
sect  of  Christians  who  may  be  actuated  by  the 
same  catholic  spirit,  and  thereby  effect  a  anioOy 
in  that  case,  we  should  surely  have  reason  to 
rejoice,  not  only  in  the  event,  but  also  in  beiam 
the  first  to  set  an  example  to  Christians  wfaieC 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  follow ;  and  incoavincim 


comrnrnoN  or  vm. 
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natftpng  with  tbe  raqoiiitioiit  of  the  ConTen- 


Reaolved,  "niAt  the  neit  CoDTention  meet  in 
he  ettj  of  KichmoDd. 

fteeolTcd,  That  the  treasorer  pay  twenty  ihil- 
■gi  to  the  doorkeeper  for  hie  lenrices. 


ReeolTed,  That  900  eopiet  of  the  Joamal  of 
this  CkmTention  be  printed,  under  the  inqieetioii 
of  the  ReT.  Mr.  Buchanan. 
The  ConTendon  adjourned. 
Signed,        Jambs  MADiaorr,  Preafciit. 
Attett,        RoBT.  ANDBSWf  y  Secretuy* 
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Parishes. 
Amherst, 
Antrim, 
Berkeley, 
Bltsland, 
Botetourt, 
Bristol, 
Bmton, 

Christ  Church, 
Cumbftland, 
Bale, 

Elizabeth  City^ 
Frederick, 
F^edericksyille, 

Hanorer, 

Hardy, 
Hennco, 
Hnngars, 
James  City, 
Manchester, 

St.  Andrew, 

St.  Asapht 

8t  Bavid, 

81.  Georg*  (Ac), 

Si.  Oeoige  (Sp.), 

8t  James  Northam, 

StMark, 

8t  Martin  (Ha.), 

8t  Ptaa      (do.), 

8t  StqdMii  (K.  dt  Q.), 

8t  Stephen  (Nor.), 

flheDnime, 

Sonfeam, 

Ware, 

Washington, 

westorer, 

WicQniico^ 

,7aik  Hampton, 


Clergymen. 
William  Crawford. 
Alexander  Hay. 
Hugh  C.  Boggs. 

Samuel  Gray. 
Andrew  Syme. 
John  Bracken. 
l)aniel  M*Naughton. 
John  Cameron. 
Needier  Robinson. 
John  Jones  Spooner. 
Alexander  Batmain. 
Matthew  Maury. 


John  H.  Reynolds. 
John  Buchanan. 
Sam.  S.  M^Croskey. 
Jas.  Madison  (B.  dt  P.). 


George  Spierin. 

Cave  Jones. 
James  Stephenson. 

John  WoodTiUe. 
Peter  Nelson, 


John  Seward. 
Alex.  M'Farland. 

Elkanah  Talley. 
John  O'Donnell. 
Sewall  Chaptn. 


Lay  Deputies. 
Joseph  Shelton. 

Edward  Hemdon. 
Burwell  Bassett, 

Alexander  M'Rae. 
Robt.  Andrews. 
James  Ball. 
Christopher  Robertson. 


James  Wood. 

John  Walker. 
c  Aaron  Thomley^ 
(  Peter  Jett 


Nathaniel  Darby. 

John  Ambler. 

DaTid  Patteson. 
(  John  Dunn, 
(  Charles  B.  Jones. 

John  Woolfolk, 
(  Thomas  Fox, 
(  William  Dabney, 

John  Reid. 

William  LoreU. 

Arehibald  Bryce^ 

Robt  Slaughter,  j^« 

( Thomas  Tinsley^ 
( John  Rowe. 
c  Thomas  Hill, 
\  William  Fleet. 
Abraham  Beacham. 

Brett  Randolph, 
William  Hair 
Daniel  M'Carty. 

(  Hopkins  Hardy, 
I  Tho.  Hurst. 
Thomas  Griffin, 


Ov  Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  May,  in 
b  ymj  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seren 
Eilfrad  and  ninety-six,  being  the  day  ap- 
iMad  tat  the  annual  meeting  of  the  C<m- 
■tim  of  the  Ptotestant  Episcopal  Church 
f'te   fliala  of   VinHnia,  a  suffident  num- 


her  of  members  to  prpeeed  on  busfaiwa  hi;?ing 
convened. 

The  Right  Rererend  Bishop  Madison  took 
hia  seat  as  President  of  the  Conrention. 

Robert  Andrews  took  hM  ff^t  as  Smx¥iUf 
to  the  (^TontiQD, 


■  I  ■ 


CONYSNTIOII  W  ITM 


A  conmittM,  couiitiiig  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Cmmioii,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Bftlmun,  and  Mr. 
Jonei,  WM  appomted  to  ezamiiie  and  report  on 
tlie  retnnw  of  the  eittiiig  members. 

A  eAnunittee,  contuUng  of  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr. 
PatleeoD,  Mr.  Balmain,  and  Mr.  Ambler,  waa 
appointed  to  eiamine  the  treaaurefa  accounts, 
aiia  to  report  thereon. 

Dr.  MOroekey  and  Mr.  Andrews,  deputies 
to  the  last  General  Conyention,  reported  the 
proceedings  of  that  body. 

The  accounts  of  the  deputies  to  the  last 
General  ConTention,  for  their  expenses,  were 
kkl  belore  the  Conventioo,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's 
■cconnts. 

Dr.  Cameron,  from  the  committee  a|^inted 
to  examine  the  returns  of  the  sitting  members, 
which  had  been  directed  to  withdraw  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  same,  reported,  That 
the^  had  found  the  returns  from  Uie  following 
parishes,  Tiz.,  Amherst,  Antrim,  Berkeley, 
Blisland,  Botetourt,  Bristol,  Bruton,  Christ 
Church  (Lancaster),  Cumberland,  Dale,  Eliza- 
beth City,  Frederick,  Fredericksville,  Hanoyer, 
Hardy,  Henrico,  Hungers,  James  City,  Man- 
eheater,  St.  Andrew,  St.  Asaph,  St.  David,  St. 
George  (Accomack),  St.  George  (Spotsylva- 
nia), St.  James  Noitham,  St.  Mark,  St.  Martin, 
St.  Paul  (Hanover),  St.  Stephen  (King  and 
Queen),  St.  Stephen  (Northumberland),  Shel- 
bume,  Southam,  Ware,  Washington,  Wicomi- 
co, Westover,  and  York  Hampton,  were  made 
agreeably  to  the  canon. 

The  Convention  resolved  iUelf  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Convention  on  the  slate  of 
the  church  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  committee  rose,  and  Mr.  Wood  reported 
progress,  and  asked  for  leave  to  sit  again; 
whereon  it  was  agreed  that  the  Convention 
will  to-morrow  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  Convention  on  the  state  of  the 
church. 

The  Convention  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

WEDNEsnAT,  May  4. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Needier  Robinson,  according 
to  appointment,  preached  before  the  Conven- 
tion. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Madison  laid  before 
the  Convention  a  report  of  the  visitation  of 
parishes  made  by  him  since  the  last  Convention, 
which  was  read. 

The  Convention  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Convention  on  the  state  of 
the  church ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  committee  rose,  and  Mr.  Wood  reported, 
lliat  the  committee  had  taken  under  their  con- 
sideration the  sUte  of  the  church,  and  had 
come  to  some  resolutions  thereon,  which  were 
agreed  to,  as  follows  : — 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  it  is  the  opin- 
ion of  this  committee,  that,  by  various  acts  of 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  the  property  of  the 
church,  formerly  estabUahed  by  law,  has  been 
confirmed  to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
m  this  state ;  and  that,  therefore,  any  legisla. 


tm  btsrfanneo  witfiMt  Ilia  MBMBl  of  tl«  irif 
church,  by  which  tta  right  to  fStm  aid  pfMHto 
would  bo  libctod,  would  bo  •  VMltfiaa  of  H* 
rights  of  private  proportj,  and  of  odo  of  Ite 
fandamental  principlea  of  ttio  |mouut  ofi  §m^ 
ernment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convoatmi  o<f{ht  I* 
present  a  memorial  to  the  enaniiig  Genml  A*-  \ 
aembly,  stating  the  grounds  of  &  riglbt  of  At : 
Protestant  Episcopal  Chuch   to  tho  Mm^ 
churches,  and  othor  property  now  heU  bj  Ihi 
said  chuich  in  this  state. 

Mr.  Bassett,  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Andnwi^  Ot . 
M*Croakey,  Mr.  Walker,  and  Ms.  Mamy,  wm 
appointed  a  committee  to  draw  the  ml  ftiii 
morial. 

A  petition  was  preeented  fioai  the 
Cumberland,  praying  for  leave  to  eeU  a 
their  glebe,  for  the  puinoee  of  raiauig 
repair  the  buildings  of  the  said  glebe ; 
was  resolved.  That  the  trustees  of  the 
Cumberland  have  the  consent  of  thie 
tion  to  sell  that  part  of  the  gleb^-lsai  of  llii 
aaid  parish  which  Ues  on  the  north  aide  of  Ihi 
Reeay  Creek  road,  containing  aboat 
dred  acres,  for  the  purpose  of  raiemg 
repsir  the  buildings  on  the  said  glebe. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  loitiy 
trustees  of  St  Andrew's  parish  haTO  the  M^i 
sent  of  the  Convention  to  sell  the  |^ebe 
said  parish  for  the  purpoee  of  porchaanf  a 
convenient  one ;  provided  it  shall  be  done 
in  twelve  months,  and  it  ahall  be  the  opoM  i 
the  trustees  that  it  can  be  done  wiUi  aavaBlii| 
to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Spierin,  Mr.  Spooner,  and  Mr.  Ndsoo.  i 
obtained  leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  m 
the  session. 

The  Convention  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  !•• 
morrow. 

Thubsoat,  Mat  5. 

Dr.  Cameron,  from  the  conmiittee  appointsdl 
to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  reported* 
That  they  had  examined  the  same,  and  fooad 
them  fairly  and  truly  stated,  and  that  there  was 
in  his  hands  a  balance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty* 
two  pounds  six  shillings  and  a  halfpenny ;  sad 
that  there  was  due  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samoil 
S.  M*Croskey  the  sum  of  thirty  poonda,  aid 
to  Robert  Andrews  the  sum  of  twentf-tknf 
pounds  eig:hteen  shilling  and  eleven  pence,  kt 
expenses  incurred  by  tnem  respectively  in  at" 
tending   the  last  General  Convention  of  te 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  as  deputies  ftoM 
the  said  church  in  this  state  ;  whereon, 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer's  aGComlsds 
pass. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  te 
Rev.  Dr.  M*Croskey  and  Robert  Andzewa  te 
sums  reported  to  be  due  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to 

Madison  twenty-five  pounds  for  lus  ezpt 

attending  the  last  (^neral  Conventum;  uA 
also  two  hundred  pounds  for  his  simitea.  uJL 
the  expenses  incurred  in  his  viaitatioBi  iilhl 
years  1794  and  1795. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recomiiieDdad  to 
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Pariahea. 
St.  George  (Accomack), 
St.  Jamea  Northam, 
St.  Margaret, 
St.  Martin, 
St.  Paul  (HanoTerX 
St.  Stephen, 
St  Thomas, 
South  Famham, 
Southam, 
Washington, 
Westover, 
York  Hampton, 


Clergymen. 

Peter  Nelson. 

Thomas  Andrews. 

Andrew  Sim. 
John  H.  Saunders. 

Seawell  Chapin. 
James  Henderson. 


On  Thursday,  the  second  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety- three,  being  the  day  appointed  for 
the  meeting  of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia, a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  proceed 
on  business  having  convened. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Madison  took  his 
•eat  aa  President  of  the  Convention. 

Robert  Andrews  took  his  seat  aa  Secretary 
4o  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  1>e  appointed  to 
eiamine  the  returns  of  the  sitting  members,  and 
to  report  thereon.  And  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed of  Dr.  Bracken,  Mr.  Balmain,  Mr.  Fou- 
ihee,  and  Mr.  Patterson. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
canon  concerning  vestries  and  trustees ;  a  canon 
concerning  conventions ;  a  canon  concerning 
presbyteries ;  a  canon  concerning  bishops ;  a 
canon  concerning  the  ordination  of  priests  -and 
deacona,  and  their  duties ;  a  canon  concerning 
the  induction  of  ministers  into  parishes ;  a  canon 
concerning  offences  and  the  mode  of  proceeding 
against  offending  ministers ;  a  canon  concerning 
the  appointment  and  duties  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee ;  a  canon  concerning  the  manner  otgrant- 
ing  testimonials  to  citizens  candidates  for  par- 
ishes ;  a  canon  concerning  a  treasurer ;  and  a 
canon  rescinding  certain  ordinances  and  can- 
ons; and  that  Mr.  Andrews,  Mr.  Balmain,  Dr. 
M*Croskey,  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  T.  Andrews,  Mr. 
Foushee,  Dr.  Bracken,  Mr.  W.  Cameron,  Mr. 
Patterson,  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr. 
Sims,  Mr.  Gatewood,  Mr.  Boggs,  Mr.  Drum- 
jnond,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Jones,  MrCarter,  and  Mr. 
Charles  B.  Jones,  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Andrews  presented,  according  to  order, 
M,  canon  concerning  vestries  and  trustees ;  a  can- 
on concerning  conventions ;  a  canon  concerning 
presbyteries ;  a  canon  concerning  bishops ;  a 
canon  concerning  the  ordination  of  priests  and 
deacons,  and  their  duties ;  a  canon  concerning 
the  induction  of  ministers  into  parishes ;  a  canon 
concerning  offences,  and  the  mode  of  proceeding 
against  offending  ministers ;  a  canon  concerning 
the  appointment  and  duties  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee ;  a  canon  concerning  the  manner  of  grant- 
inff  testimonials  to  citizens  candidates  for  par- 
Unes  ;  a  canon  concerning  a  treasurer ;  and  a 
canon  rescinding  certain  ordinances  and  canons ; 
which  several  canons  were  received,  read  a  first 
lime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Oa  motion  made,  the  canon  concerning 


Lay  Depotiea. 
Cave  Jones  and  William  Drummond. 
Archibald  Bryce. 
Samuel  Temple. 

William  Tinsley 

Thomas  Barbour. 
William  Gatewood. 

Daniel  M'Carty,  jmi. 
Charles  Carter. 
Hugh  Nelson. 

tries  and  trustees,  and  the  other  canons  before 
the  Convention,  were  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Convention  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  ^^at  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  treaaurer's  accounts :  And  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  of  Dr.  Bracken,  Mr.  Biyce, 
Mr.  Charles  a.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Henderson. 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  10  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  May  3. 

Bishop  Madison  having  delivered  a  charge  to 
the  clergy  at  the  meeting  of  Convention  thia 
morning, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of 
the  Convention  be  given  to  the  Right  Rev.  Doc- 
tor Madison,  for  his  very  sensible,  pious,  and 
excellent  address  delivered  this  day,  and  that  ha 
be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  for  the  preaa. 

An  Addrest  to  the  Convttitum  of  the  Protestmnt 
EmscoptU  Church  in  VirfinuL  By  Ekshop 
Madison. 

BaBTHRSif, — When  I  determined  to  send  cir- 
cular letters  to  the  different  visiters,  in  order  that 
I  might,  through  them,  request  a  general  attmid- 
ance  of  the  clergy  at  this  Convention,  I  was 
well  aware  of  the  inconveniences  to  which  soma 
of  the  members  might  be  exposed.  But,  such  is 
still  the  situation  of  our  church,  so  loudly  doUi 
it  call  for  the  counsels  of  all  its  friends,  that  no 
doubt  waa  left  upon  my  mind  but  those  incon- 
veniences would  be  cheerfully  borne,  provided 
our  consultations  should  be  productive  of  bene- 
ficial effects.  Whatever  may  be  the  reaolt» 
whether  we  shall  be  enabled  to  devise  any  plan 
or  propose  any  meaaures  which  mav  tend  to  that 
end,  so  ardently  to  be  supplicated,  still,  it  is  aurely 
a  solemn  duty  imposed  upon  all  of  ua,  to  endeav- 
our to  promote  the  prosperity  of  our  Zion  by 
all  those  prudent  means  which  our  profession 
will  justify.  This  is  most  likely  to  he  effected 
by  the  combined  wisdom  and  experience  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  clergy.  It  is  not  then  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  I  should  be  anxious  to  see  all 
the  faithful  pastors  of  our  church  here  assem- 
bled, and  that  I  should  earnestly  entreat  them, 
in  particular,  seriously  to  consult,  to  digest,  and 
bring  forward,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Con- 
vention, whatever  may  afipear  most  likely  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  religion,  and  that  church  of 
which  we  are  the  miniaters. 

I  trust  that  the  good  effects  of  our  late  minis- 
tshal  ezsrtiona  an  generally  felt  and  acknowl- 


til  Mar|{kt«t, 
Bl.  KurUD, 
8l.  Muk, 

Sl.JameiNacihiun, 

ChnnrhiiLan, 

Si.  P.iir»tH.novcO, 

Shelbumo, 

Son  (ham, 

8t  Itiamu, 
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CiergTi''*''- 


Alei.  M«cfar]«ae. 

Chirlu  O'Niel. 
SewUI  Clupin. 
Junes  Hendenon. 


L»y  Deouti™.  ^ 

William  Chilum.  "■ 

Alexandci  Brend.  Jam«a  Da 
Rkb«d  Barae«. 
Dwiid  Colemun,  Richiid  « 

John  JuniefOn. 
Arcliibnld  Bryce. 
Jolm  Monrure. 
ThoEiiiLi  Tuiiler.  Joi 

Edm.  Rindalpti. 


ThoniM  Gaskina,  Tl 
Thomiis  Griffin. 
'Vi'iUiiun  ClaughLoD. 
Jamea  lludiiL 


afonn 


of   cleri 


and   tar 


ilDhi^  Audiewa.  Esq  .  tfaignnd  his  office  of 
mcntuy  lo  the  ConToDliDn,  ind  ihu  Kev.  Jolio 
Bnckm,  D.  D..  vat  appointed  in  hia  room. 

T)u!  Kighl  IloiT.  Dr.  Madison,  Pt.,  ihen  ad- 
dr^ised  lh«  ConvDation  on  ihe  subject  and  Dc- 
caaisu  of  Iheii  pteient  Dueluia. 

Ordered.  That  it  be  referred  to  a  select  EOni< 

Iherein  contained,  and  In  report  Ibereoti,  as  alu 
the  mode  which  in  their  opinion  will  be  masi 
proper  for  ihowing  the  acme  of  this  Conven 
tion  upon  the  eubiect  of  the  sale  of  church  prop- 
•rlT,  inlitanled  bjr  the  laal  seasioD  of  the  Gbq. 
eial  Aaieinblj  to  Ihe  coniidetalion  of  the  peo. 

purpose  of  Mi,  Lee,  Governor  Wood,  Mr.  An. 
drewa,  Mr.  Oeoree  K  Tajlor,  Dr.  Cameron.  Dr. 
BucbinsD,  the  Rev.  Mr,  Spooncr,  and  the  Ret. 
Mr  Dunn. 

The  opinions  of  Buahrod  Waihlngton,  Ed- 
mund nandolph,  and  John  Wickham,  Eiqn, 
upon  ihp  tuhjEci  aforementioned,  were  presented 


eforred   to  the  aaid 


On  motion,  Ordered.  That  the  Kef.  James 
Whitehead.  Mr.  John  Walker,  the  R«».  Hugh 
C.  Bogge.  nnd  Mr,  Thomas  Tinaler,  he  appoint- 

die  cerliGcBles  of  appointment  of   the  sitting 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  a 


Mr.  Andipwa,  Dr,  Cameron,  Mr.  Gnffin, 
Rev.  Mr.  Spoonet,  for  thai  purpose. 
The  Conrention  then  adjourned  untd  ' 


>w,  1  a 

THDMsDiy,  DaciMBBsT,  1707. 

Mr.  Andtevra,  from  the  committee  appninled 

to  eiamiue  iho  treasurcr'a   accoiints,  reponed. 

That  Ibey  had,  according  to  order,  eiamined 

fiV  mme,  and  found  Ihem  lo  be  tsirljr  and  jnatly 


lated ;  and  that  the  balance  remaiiuna 
anda  due  to  the  church,  this  7lh  day  of  1 
er.  1797.  is  bSl   S>    U. 
Reaolved,  That  ibe  Ueaauter's   accM 

The  Rot.  Mr    Whitehead,  from  Ihe  ci 


That  ihej  had,  according  lo  order,  «fl 
the  aaine,  and  found  the  certilicate«  of  ■ 
ment  from  the  following  parlihea  U  ba 
agreeably  to  the  canona  ;  viz, — 

Abingdon,  Amherii,  Berkeley,  BlUltai 
tol,  Brunswick,  Bruton,  Cbiiil  Chndi 
easier),  Cumberland,  Dale,  Si.  DaTids, 
belh  lii'or,  Elizabeth  Ciiy,  Fairfax,  Fn 
Frederickaville,  Henrico,  Kungare,  JaoM 
Kmg  William,  Leeds,  Lililelon,  Lunenbi 
Margaret,  St.  Marliu,  Si.  Mark,  8l. 
Northsm,  Ocerwharlon.  St.  Paul's  {Hn 
Shelbume.  SouLham.  St.  Thomaa,  War^ 
Dier,  Wicomico,  York  Himpion,  Si.  Stmk 
John,  Middlesei,  and  Boletourt. 

Mr.  Lee,  from  the  comimilee  arnxiia 
take  into  consideration  the  address  of  tb*l 
and  to  report  tlie  mode  which,  in  their  o] 
would  be  meat  proper  for  showing  (he  ■■ 
this  Coniention  upon  the  subject  Bftb*) 
church  prnpenr,  aubmilled  by  Ihe  last  a 
of  the  General  Assembly  lo  the  conaidMU 
ihe  people,  reponed,  I'hat  ihi'i  had,  ae« 


ConTonlion 
The  Con 


e  of  lbs 


ling  rojolvcd  ilaelf 
(Mr.  Bnii.wtmlhai 
proceeded  lo  lake  inio  consideration  Iha 
lid  resolutions  ;  and  having  gone  throag 
mended  the  same,  the  president  reaina 

Mr.  Baasett,  froni  the  commillee  of  A*i 
(ported.  That  they  had.  according  to 
.one  through  and  considered  Ilie  reaolatii 
tbemrelened.sndhadanicndf^dthe  »aine,< 


1 
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n 


iiidi  Am  amendmeiite,  bring  iwd  and  debated, 
J  wnm^  hf  pangrapb,  were  agreed  to. 

TSe  CoiiTention  then  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row, 1  o'clock. 

Fbiday,  Dbcbmbbb  8,  1797. 

After  prayers,  and  a  sermon  suitable  to  the 
occasion,  deiiTered  by  the  Rer.  Mr.  M*Nauffh- 
ton  in  the  general  court  room,  the  Convention 
met  accordmg  to  adioumment. 

On  motion,  Resonred,  That  the  report  of  the 
aelect  committee  on  the  president's  address,  6lc., 
as  amended  and  agreed  to  jetterday,  be  recon- 
•idered. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  reconsider  the 
reaolutions  aforesaid,  and  having  farther  amend- 
ed the  same,  avreed  thereto,  as  follows  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  following  are  the  grounds 
of  the  title  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
to  the  glebes,  churchea,  and  other  property  in 
dieir  possession. 

1.  That  the  said  glebes,  churches,  dec,  were 
▼estad,  prior  to  the  revolution,  in  the  then  ex- 
isting cnurch,  by  public  authority  or  private 
donations. 

5.  That  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  is 
the  same  in  its  ri^ts  of  property  with  the  church 
which  existed  pnor  to  tne  revolution. 

8.  That  these  rights  cannot  be  wrested  from 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  upon  anv  prin- 
ciple which  will  not  impair  all  other  rights  of 
pnvate  property  which  was  acquired  before  the 
revolution. 

4.  That  if  succour  need  be  drawn  to  these 
lights,  existing  (as  they  do)  independently  of 
tlie  will  of  the  legislature,  th^  have  been 
•olenmly  recognised  by  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly — made  at  the  session  succeeding  that 
which  ftamed  the  bill  of  rights  and  constitu- 
tion— by  the  same  body  wluch  composed  the 
Convention,  and  became,  under  the  constitu- 
tion, the  House  of  Delegates ;  and  at  the  in- 
stance of  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  said 
chnreh. 

6.  That  no  subsequent  act  of  the  General 
A  siamhl J,  relative  to  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  ought,  or  can  be  so  interpreted,  as  to 
cooler  on  the  General  Assembly  any  authority  to 
asBome,  confiscate,  or  appropriate,  without  the 
will  of  the  said  church,  the  wnole,  or  any  part,  of 
the  property  aforeaaid. 

0.  Inat  the  bill  of  rishts  and  constitution 
forbid  the  intrusion  of  the  General  Assembly 
into  questions  concerning  the  right  of  property  ; 
and  more  especially  when  the  object  of  such 
intniaion  is  to  apply  that  property  to  public 
nses  to  which  the  whole  commonwealth,  and 
not  a  selected  and  marked  portion  only  of  its 
citiseos,  ought  to  contribute. 

7.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  per- 
sons be  ai^inted  by  ballot,  whose  duty  it  snail 
bo  to  attend  the  discussion  of  the  memorial  of 
die  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  the  consider- 
ation whereof  was  postponed  to  the  present  ses- 
joon  of  the  General  Aasembly,  and  to  make  to 
tha  General  Assembly  such  other  representa- 
lioDS,  by  memorial  or  otherwise,  in  behalf  of  the 
pMtastant  Episcopal  Church,  as  to  them  shall 


seem  neeesaarf ,  and  dull  be  eenltniiBbfe  with 
the  spirit  of  the  foregoing  resoluttons. 

8.  Resolved,  That  from  the  firm  persuasioB 
which  this  Convention  entertains  of  tne  validity 
of  the  rights  of  property  asserted  in  the  forego- 
ing resolutions,  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said 
committee  to  propose  to  the  General  AssemblVf 
that  the  controversy  concerning  them  be  si»- 
mitted  to  the  decision  of  a  proper  tribunal  of 
justice. 

9.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  causa 
to  be  defrayed  all  reasonable  and  necessary  ex- 
penses in  carrying  into  execution  the  foregomg 
resolutions. 

The  house  proceeded  to  ballot  for  five  per- 
sons to  form  a  committee  whose  duty  it  shoakl 
be  to  attend  the  discussion  of  the  memorial  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  dec. ;  and  tha 
Rev.  Mr.  Henderson  and  Mr.  Griffin  being  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  ballots,  proceeded  to 
examine  the  same,  and  reported,  That  a  majori- 
ty of  the  whole  house  was  in  favour  of  Rooart 
Andrews,  Ludwell  Lee,  Georjge  K.  Taylor, 
John  Page,  and  James  Brackenndge,  Esqrs. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  they  are  appointed 
a  committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Rev.  John 
Buchanan,  D.  D.,  be  continued  treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  John  Blair,  Robert  Andrewn^ 
Cyrus  Griffin,  Joseph  Prentis,  Esqrs.,  the  Rev. 
James  Henderson,  smd  Champion  Travis,  Esqrs., 
be  continued  menobers  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee, and  that  they  remain  in  oflke  to  the  end  of 
the  next  Convention. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruc- 
tion to  the  standing  committee  to  make  inqniij 
concerning  any  church  property  which  lOMf 
have  been  alienated  since  the  commencement 
of  the  revolution,  and  to  report  the  aituation 
and  circumstances  to  the  next  session  of  tha 
Convention. 

Resolved,  nemine  contradieente^  That  Robert 
Andrews,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev.  John  Bracken, 
D.  D.,  do  rejprescnt  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  this  state  in  the  next  General  Coo- 
vention. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  deputies  to 
the  next  General  Convention  be  instructed  to 
agree  to  the  following  addition  to  the  second 
article  of  the  general  constitution,  in  the  ninth 
line  after  the  word  conMlitution,  viz.,  **But  if 
the  church  shall  not  be  represented  in  both  ort 
ders  in  a  majority  of  tlie  states,  then  the  vota 
shall  be  given  by  states  without  regard  to 
orders." 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  be  ap- 
pointed a  visitor  in  the  room  of  James  M.  Fon? 
taine,  D.  D.,  deceased. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dunn  be  tp^ 
quested  to  preach  before  the  next  Conveutioii. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  tha 
several  parishes  within  this  state,  to  forward  thf 
annual  contribution  of  15  dollars,  for  the  use  of 
the  church,  to  John  Buchanan,  D.  D.,  treaaorer, 
and  that  such  as  are  in  arrears  do  immediately 
send  forward  their  arrearagea. 
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TvHDiT,  Kit  7,  ITM. 

AaDTFieiiin 
ti«i  luTin^  met 

ThB  Right  Reverend  Dr.  MuJiton  took  the 
ehiir  u  preiident  ei-afEcio.  Robert  Andrewe 
WH  (ppointed  to  act  u  secreuiy  in  the  abHoce 
of  the  RsT.  Dr.  Brtcken. 

Oideted,  Tlut  the  Rer.  Dr.  John  CBmenm, 
Rev.  Mi.  Jonee,  Mr.  PilteKin,  and  Mr.  Am- 
bler, ba  appointed  ■  cominitliie  to  eiaminB  and 
tapon  immedittel;  oa  the  teitimonule  of  the 


Ybe  eamniittee,  uconihisly,  hiving  wilh- 
diawn  umI  examined  the  leilmionials,  reported, 
l%Bt  the  tastimaniala  from  the  fallowing  puiihSB 

Brietol,  Blitland,  Brulon,  Chnsl  Church 
JJ^neutei),  Cople,  Cumberland,  Dala,  Freder- 
Kknilte,  Hunpihire,  Henrico,  HuDgin,  JimSB 
CiljF,  Littleton,  Lunenburg,  Mincheiter,  St. 
David,  St.  George  (Accomack),  St.  John  (King 
WUlLun),  St.  Nfaitin,  St.  Paul  (HanOTor),  St. 
pMer,  St.  Stephen,  Waihington,  Watorer, 
Wkomico,  and  York  Hunplon. 

Ordered,  ThalBiahop  Madiaon  and  Mr.  Am- 
bler be  appointed  a  conuoittee  to  coniull  gentle- 
men of  eminence  in  the  taw  reapecting  Ihe 
method  of  defending,  before  the  judiciary,  the 
tight  of  the  church  to  glebee  directed  to  be  aold 
bj  act  of  Aasemblj. 

Ordered,  That  the  Re*.  Mr.  Maury  and  Mr. 
W.  Berkeley  be  appointed  a  coouDitlee  to  ei- 
•roine    the    tieaaurer'e   accounts,  and   report 

Reaolved,  That  one  hundred  and  fifty  copiei 
of  (he  canoni  be  printed  and  distributed  among 
Ae  pariahea  within  ttiia  ilate  ;  and  that  the  biah- 
op  b«  requealed  to  accompany  them  with  an  ad- 
dreea  to  the  membera  of  the  church,  enjoining  a 
ilrict  obeervance  of  the  aame,  and  of  the  aev- 
•ral  duliei  [Kuticularly  required  of  them  at  Ihii 
important  crisia. 

KoBolved,  That  the  ConTcntion  do  attend  di. 
vine  aerrico  in  the  aaaembly  room  at  10  o'clock 
ts-morrow  morning. 

The  ConTenlioa  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  lo- 

f,  M*»  8,  1799. 


aft;  aa  tOKj  b»  tkn^l  more  baoafieiil  ul 
proGtablo  (o  the  puidi  and  the  incombant. 

Mr.  Maury,  from  the  committee  appointed  U 
examine  the  treaaunr'a  aecounta,  reported.  Tint 
the  committee  had,  acconiing  to  order,  examined 
the  eame,  that  [hey  had  found  them  fairly  and 
iuatlir  atated,  and  (hat  (he  balance  remaimng  in 
oia  EModa  thia  day  ia  ninoty-foui  poonda  eaven 
ahillinga  and  ten  pence. 

RcMlTed,  That  tbt  tiaanrer'a  aeconnli  do 


'e  be  given  to 


Ordered,  That  leai 
inon  to  amend  the 
inceminG  offencea,  and  Ihe  mode  < 

r'  lat  oSnding  miniitera  :"  and  the  Rev.  Mi! 
ry  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jonea  were  ai^Nnntad 
I  bring  in 
Reaolve 


Reaolved,  That  John  Blair,  Robert  Andrewi, 


nend  the  canon  com 


lea,  and  the  mode  of  proceedit 


leemtitt 
edino  igaJnat  of 
lad  the  firattime. 


The  Convention  n 

Divine  aervico  waa  performed,  and,  agri 


arofthB 


la  perfon 
It  Conve: 


.    Dunn,  which  wai 


delivered  by  ihi 

well  adapted  to  tnc  occaaion. 

Mr.  Ambler,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
coniult  gentlemen  of  eminence  in  the  law  re- 
apecting the  method  of  defending,  before  Ihe  ju- 
diciary, the  right  of  (he  chi 
made  a  report,  which  waa  i 
be  filed  hy  the  eecretary  among  the  papera  of 
the  ConventioD. 

Reaolved,  That  the  Convention  grant  per- 
miaaion  to  the  veitry  and  truatee*  of  Briatol  par- 
iah to  aell  and  di^Ktee  of  the  pieaenl  glebe- 
hod  of  the  paiiih,  if  ttiey  ahall  think  proper, 
^ad  to  vaat  Iha  ptoeaeda  thaiaaf  ia  auca  ^ep- 


Reaolved,  That  the  biihop  and 


it^^ 


nop  and  atanding  com* 

iploy  coDoael  todBfend 

chnrch  (o  i(a  property,  whenever 


be  aQ(hDriaed  to 
appear  (o  them  moet  proper  to  bring  tha 


ceaaary  for  the  aaid  puipoaa. 

Resolved,  That  two  cleiical  aad  two  lay  dap- 
iitiee  be  appointed  to  attend  the  next  Qeneral 
Convention  of  the  Proteatant  Episcopal  Choich, 
uid  also  any  General  Convention  of  (ha  aaid 
church  which  shall  convene  belbre  lite  nen 
meeting  of  (he  Coavenlion  of  (ha  cbarcb  in  thia 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  by  ballot  to 
the  appoinlment  of  deputies  to  the  next  Oai>- 
aral  Convention,  dec. ;  when  a  majority  of  vo(ea 
iippeaied  in  favour  of  the  Rev,  Dr.  John  Brack- 
en and  (he  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  S.  M'Croakey  aa 
clerical  depntiea,  and  of  Robert  Andrewi  and 
John  Walker,  Esqra.,  aa  lay  depntiea. 
t  according  to  adjonm-  The  canon  to  amend  the  canon  concerning 
offencei,  and  the  mode  of  proceeding  againat 
aflending  ministers,  waa  read  a  aeeoud  time, 
traended,  and  ordered  to  be  fairly  transcribed 
Tor  a  (hi id  reading. 

Reaolved,  Tha(  i(  ba  an  instruction  to  tlw 

deputies  appointed  (o  attend  (he  nei(  General 

Convendon.  (o  sabmit  to  the  said  Convention  aa 

^        amendment  to  the  aiith  general  canon,  eo  far  aa 

flebea,  &c.,    jt  requirea  testimonials  of  piety  and  good  moral 
ordered  to  i  i:onduct  for  thiee  yean. 

"'  '  ■'  :oneemi» 

against  of 


Ordered,  That  the  t 


aaanrer  pay  to  Biab» 
hnndtea  andaiztj  d» 
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RMolfvd,  Tbtk  MM  bnndred  and  fifty  eopiM 
of  the  JminMU  be  prmtod  aoder  the  directkmof 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Bucbtnan. 

ResolTed,  That  it  be  raeommanded  to  the 
aevwal  parishes  within  this  state,  to  forward  the 
■nimal  contribution  of  15  dollars,  for  the  use  of 
the  chmvh,  to  the  Rot.  Dr.  John  Bachaiwn, 
treasnier,  and  that  such  as  are  in  arrears  do  im- 
mediately aend  forward  their  arrearages. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  ConTention  do  meet 
in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  pay  four  dollars 
to  the  doorkeraer. 

ResolTed,  That  the  Rer.  Mr.  Cave  Jones  be 
reqoested  to  F^aach  before  the  next  ConTention. 

Reaolved,  That  it  be  enjoined  on  the  clergy 
llinragboot  the  state,  to  officiate  in  the  racant 
paiishea  in  their  neighbourhoods  as  frequently 
■a  the  duties  of  their  own  parishes  will  permit. 

The  Courention  then  adjourned. 

Atteaty         Jamis  Madisom,  President. 

ROBEST  AnDBIWS,  I 

for  John  BaACKSif,  Secretary.  ) 


CaMORS — ^POB    TBB  OOTEBNMBirT  OP  THB  PBOT- 
■STAIIT  BPISCOPAL   CHUBOU  IN  THIS  STATK. 

1.  A  CmHmt  amceming  Vutrits  tmd  Trustees. 

1.  Tv  each  parish  within  the  Conmionwealth 
9t  Virginia,  there  shall  be  triennially  elected,  on 
EaMer-Mooday,  if  fair,  otherwise  on  the  next 
fut  day,  at  aome  convenient  place  (of  which  due 
notice  shall  be  given),  by  the  freeholders  and 
hooaekeepers  who  are  members  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  within  such  parish,  and 
regularly  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  min- 
ister, where  there  is  one,  and  lo  the  common  exi- 
cences  of  the  church  within  the  parish,  twelve  of 
toe  most  able  and  discreet  men  of  their  socie- 
ty, of  the  above  description  and  qualifications,  to 
be  a  vestry  for  such  parish,  and  trustees  of  their 
property  for  the  three  succeeding  years.  In- 
termediate vacancies,  occasioned  by  death,  re- 
moval, or  resignation,  shall  be  filled  by  the  re- 
maining vestrymen  and  trustees,  and  those  so 
chosen  shall  have  ppwer  to  act  until  the  time  of 
the  next  general  election  ;  the  first  general  elec- 
tion shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  I^^  1796. 

3.  Every  vestryman  shall,  before  he  acts  in 
office,  subscribe  in  the  vestry-book  of  his  parish 
to  be  conformable  to  the  doctrine,  discipline,  and 
worship  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  the  or- 
ders and  csnons  of  the  said  church  in  this  state. 

3.  Each  vestr)',  at  their  first  meeting  after 
their  election,  shall  choose  two  of  their  members 
to  be  church-wsrdens,  who  shall  supr rinteud  the 
next  general  election  of  vestrymen,  judge  of  the 
qualifications  of  voters,  and  certify  the  names 
of  the  persons  chosen.  Tliey  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  the  acting  part  of  the  vestry,  and  shall 
see  that  the  orders  and  resolutions  of  the  vestry 
be  carried  into  execution. 

4.  In  case  of  the  nonattendance  of  the  church- 
wardens at  an  election  of  vestrymen  and  trus- 
tees m  any  parish,  the  minister,  or,  if  he  be  sb- 
aent,  or  if  tnere  be  no  minister  in  the  parish, 
•ny  two  veatiymen,  or  if  there  be  no  vestrymen 


proMt,  any  two  mlilili  fafaUnli  tf  it 
pariah,  who  are  moniMni  of  thia  cfavdii  nifli 
appomtad  to  anpoiintaiid  tka  oloctioa. 

6.  If  any  peraon  elacted  a  tooUyman  al, 
troataa  ahail  negleet  or  refiiao  to  ittaai  tm, 
soccaaaire  meetinga  of  tho  body,  having  hadta 
notice  thereof,  he  may  be  conaidorBd  aa  haiim 
vacated  hia  office ;  andthoromaiiinigToatiyMA 
and  tmataea  may  eloctinto  hia  place  anatolki 
able  and  diacroet  man  of  thair  aoeie^. 

6.  In  any  pariahea  which  havo  naglactad  to 
elect  veatnea  and  tmataea  agroeabhr  to  tha  » 
dinancea  heretofore  in  force,  or  whi»  ahaH  Im^ 
after  neglect  to  make  aoch  election  aa  Immv 
directed,  the  membera  of  the  Pkotcataot  t§k^ 
copal  Church  within  anch  pariahea  niay,  at  aif  ■ 
time  afterward  within  aix  montfaa,  elect  lartiiM. 
and  trustees  in  the  manner  bOToin  duactai^, 
And  in  all  caaes  where  electiona  have  not  baflL 
held,  or  shall  not  be  held  at  the  perioda  iii| 
for  general  electiona,  the  former  ▼eatriaa  mi 
trustees  shall  continue  to  act  antil  elac~" 
ahall  be  held  aa  hereby  directed,  or,  if  no 
tiona  shall  be  held,  until  a  futore  Convei 
shall  take  some  order  in  the  matter.  PiOfiiri 
nevertheless,  That  where  any  pariah  which  hid 
failed  to  elect  vestrymen  and  tmateea  at  tkt 
time  appointed  for  a  general  election,  hath  wmB§ 
electea  the  aame,  such  election  ia  hereby  d^ 
clared  to  be  valid. 

7.  The  vestries  respectively,  with  the  nnii* 
ter,  where  there  is  one,  ahall  hold  and  enjoy  iA 
glebes,  lands,  churches,  hooka,  plate,  and 


property  now  belonging  or  hereafter  aceiiui»l|i 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  within  tSar 
respective  parishes,  as  trustees  for  the  benefit 
of  the  society  ;  and  may  improve  or  demise  thi 
lands  during  the  vacancy  of  a  minister,  hot  may 
not  demise  lands  allowed  for  the  minister*s  hab* 
itation  or  use  without  his  consent.  They  miy 
al^o  use  improve,  or  dispose  of   all   personal 

f>roperty,  and  the  produce,  rents,  and  profits  of 
ands  and  buildings  (not  appropriated  for  themin* 
ister)  belonging  to  this  church,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  society,  m  electing  or  repairing  chorehs^ 
glebe-houses,  or  otherwise,  and  may  make  sock 
rules  and  orders  for  managing  the  tf^mporalafbin 
and  concerns  of  the  church  (not  contrary  tonor 
inconsistent  with  the  rules  and  orders  of  Coo* 
vcntion)  within  their  respective  parishes,  as  they 
shall  think  most  conducive  to  its  interest  anl 
prosperity,  and  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
orders  and  canons  for  government  and  disei* 
pliiie  or  other  spiritual  purposes,  which  shall  ht 
framexi  by  this  or  any  future  Convention.  Thsf 
shall  have  the  sole  power  of  directing  the  p^ 
nient  of  money  belonging  to  the  church  wilfaA 
their  respective  parishes,  and  of  appointiiig  a 
clerk  and  such  other  officers  of  the  church  ■ 
they  shall  think  proper,  and  of  removing 
when  they  shall  see  cause.  All  their 
ings  shall  be  fairly  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose. 

8.  A  meeting  of  the  body,  to  be  called  by  Ikt 
minister,  or,  if  he  be  absent,  or  in  case  of  vaca» 
cy,  by  the  church-wardens,  or  by  a  church-wab 
den,  if  but  one  within  the  parish,  or  by  any  tiM 
vestrymen,  if  there  be  no  miniater  or  cborAi 
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mrden.  ihitl  be  hud  ■■  ofWn 

■  Tolc  equil  U>,  iiid  noi  greater  than  a  veatry- 
man,  in  all  quesLions  excepL  for  tho  droiiie  o! 
ihe  elebe-luidB  iHlgneil  foe  his  residence  or  use. 
in  which  he  i.h«ll  have  ■  negative.  Seven  mem- 
bers shall  be  gulticiem  to  coniUiute  a  meeting ; 
and  all  questiana  shall  be  decided  b;  a  majottly 
of  ihose  present.     Provided  alwaya.  That  lathe 

'    '  '  -       '3r  orders,  ihe  votes  of  six 


all  be  necessary. 

'  of  a  ]iarish  shall  neglec 

ling  of  the  vestry  when 


r  if  there  I 


■neiiiben  at 

9.  If  any 
Tsfuae  to  cal 
queated  by  I 

watdeni.  or  church-nardeii.  if 
the  parish,  may  call  a  meeting 
DO  church- warden,  or  if  the  ch 
chorch-warden  neglect  or  refuse  when  request- 
ed, any  two  vestrymen  may  call  a  meeting. 

10.  No  aale  of  that  kind  of  property  whiih 
nilj  be  considered  a»  principal  or  stock,  belong- 
ing to  this  church  in  any  pariah,  ahall  he  uiade 

2,  A  Canon  eomeminff  Caiitcniion: 
I.  There  shall  be  a  Clonvention  of  the  Prol- 
«Blant  Episcopal  I^liurch  in  this  commonwesllh 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  in  every  year,  in 
auch  place  aa  ahall  he  agreed  on  by  the  Con. 
vention.  A  ('onvenlion  sbill  conaiat  of  two  dep- 
uliea  from  each  pansh.  of  whom  the  minister 
•hall  be  one,  if  there  be  a  minister,  and  the  other 
ahall  be  a  Isyman,  to  be  annually  chosen  by  the 
Tcatry.  If  there  be  no  minister  in  any  parish,  two 
lav  deputies  alial  I  be  chosen.  Twenty-tivo  depu- 
ties, thus  qualified  or  appointed,  shall  be  a  Con- 
"  ivided  always.  That  if  a  suHicieut 


vfotm 


1  shall  m 


any  day,  any  five  members  then  aasombled  shall 
have  pDwcf  to  sdjouni. 

3.  Special  Conventions  may  be  called  at  other 

3.  Eseh  member  ahall.  on  lakinc  his  seat,  de- 

teslimonial  of  his  bring  regularly  qualified  or 
appointed,  signed  by  one  or  twlh  of  the  church- 
wardens, or  by  the  clerk  of  the  vestry  t>(  Ihe    li 
parish  he  represenlt 
1,  A  person  shall 


vraiship,  and  institute  such  rules  and  tegnlaliona 
aa  they  may  judge  necessary  for  the  good  gov- 
ernment thereof,  and  the  aame  revoke  and  alter 
at  ihcir  pleasure.  Provided  slways.  That  the 
poivcra  hereby  declared  aiiall  not  be  so  cou- 
airued  as  to  affect  any  powera  eiclusively  vested 
in  the  General  Convention  of  Ihe  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  Slate*  of 
America. 

8.  All  (juestions  before  the  Convention  shall 
be  determined  by  a  majority  of  vote*. 

3.   A  Canon  concerning  Pretbyltria. 
1.  The  clergy  of  the  several  neighbouring  par- 
ishes, not  leas  than  throe  not  more  than  ten,  shall 
assemble  in  presbytery  annually  on  some  Mon- 
day ill  April,  and  at  other  times,  if  thereto  re- 
quired, at  some  convenient  place  in  Ihe  dislricL 
The  arrangement  of  the  parishes  into  diatricla 
r  thia  purpose    shall  be  by  the  Convention, 
ho  shall  also  appoint  in  each  district  One  of 
e  said  ministers,  to  preside  at  Iheir  meelinga 
iththetitleof  visiter     The  visiter  shall  name 
the  place  and  time  of  meeting  of  the  preaby- 
I ;  shall  annually  visit  each  parish  in  lua 
ct  1  shall  attend  to  and  inspect  the  morals 
:onduct  of  the  clergy ;  shall  see  that  the 
u  and  rules  of  the  church  ate  observed 
>ractiscd  ;  shsll  admonish  and  reprove  pri- 
vately those  clergymen  who  are  negligent,  or 
act  in  an  unbi-coining  manner  ;  and  sLbJI  report 
yearly  to  the  bishop,  if  Iheie  be  one,  or,  if  there 
'ic  no  bishop,  to  the  neil  Convention,  the  stale 
>feach  parish  in  hi*  district. 

S.  It  shall  be  the  business  of  (lie  presbytery 
vhen  assembled  to  instruct  and  eiamine  can- 
lidates  for  holy  orders  within  their  respective 
listricts,  to  prescribe  to  them  s  thesis  ot  text, 
iiid  give  them  proper  direction*  for  compo*ing 
I  discourse  on  the  same.  And  it  shall  be  the 
lutjr  of  every  candidate  for  holy  orden,  to  make 
ipplicition  to  the  presbytery  of  his  district  for 


4.   A  Cdaaii  concerning  Bithopt. 
Every  person  to  ofTiciate  aa  a  biahop  of 
Ihe  Proletlant  Episcopal  Church  in  this  state, 
'    "  be  nominated  to  tliat  office  by  the  Convsn- 


and,  I: 


vmg  ri 


the  II 


lu  Convention  with    i 


.f  prei 


bishop,  when  there  is  one 
aecniied  and  aeitled  in  Ih 

no  bialiop  prrarut,  the  Convention  sliall  appoint 
wrnie  other  ineniher  of  their  Iwdy  prrMdrnt.  If 
there  be  rnore  biabops  than  one  in  (.'onveTition, 
they  sliall  have  iha  f i^ht  of  ]>residing  in  rotation. 
6.  A  secretary  ahall  he  appointed  by  Ihe  Con- 
Tcntion,  wlio  shall  continue  in  office  during  good 
behaviour.  He  sliall  keep  a  record  of  their  acts 
and  proceedings,  and  have  the  custody  of  tlie 
recoiils  so  long  a*  he  ahall  continue  in  olRce. 

6,  The  Convention  shall  eaiahliah  standing 
tulea  for  Ihe  prcaervnlion  of  decorum,  and  the 
orderty  management  of  buainrss. 

7.  (Jonvention*  ahall  regulate  all  Ihe  religioua 
B   of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 

ite,  itj  doctrines,  diacifdine,  and 


ill,  before  he  enters  on  his  oflice,  sub- 
to  conform  to  the  doctrine,  discipline,  and 
ahall  always  be  a   worahip  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
esenl  properly  con-    the  United  States  of  .\meiica,  and  to  iha  onler* 
'hurch.      If  there  be    ind  canoua  of  Ihe  said  church  in  thia  atale, 
enlion  shall  aiipaiiit        2.   Tvcry  bishop,  after  hit  promolion  to  the 
episcopal  order,  may  continue  to  hold  a  pariah, 
ind  lo  do  the  duty  of  a  [tirish  minister,  except 
..1 —  !._    !_ — !i..    — iployed  in    the  dis- 


harg. 


of  h: 


>l  oflice 


3.  No  bishop  ahall  : 
eierciae  any  power  over,  the  clergy  under  his  in- 
tpection,  other  ihan  he  is  allowed  to  do  bv  the 
laws  and  inslilulions  of  this   church  mad*  in 

♦.  BishopB,  after  every  visilation,  shall  report 
[he  state  of  the  church  in  the  different  pariahea 
to  the  Convention. 

b.  Biahops  shall  have  power  to  call  special 
meetit^  of  the  Convention ;  to  gnni  taBtiii>9> 
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iiiala  to  aU  penoM  who  are  candidttM  for  ptr- 
ithM,  and  wbo  are  not  citixens  of  this  state ;  to 
make  such  representatioiu  on  behalf  of  this 
chorch,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  expedient ; 
to  give  advice  on  difficulties  propounded  to  them 
concerning  this  church  during  the  recess  of  Con- 
vention ;  and  to  correspond  with  any  society  or 
societies  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
these  United  States  on  any  matters  relating  to 
this  church ;  which  several  powers  shall  be  ex- 
ercised only  with  advice  of  tlie  standuig  com- 
mittee. 

6.  Bishops  shall  be  amenable  to  the  Con- 
tention) who  shall  be  a  court  to  try  them,  from 
which  there  shall  be  no  appeal.  On  all  such 
occasions,  a  bishop  shall  preside. 

7.  All  accusations  against  a  bishop,  as  such, 
■hall  be  on  oath ;  but  no  accusation  against  a 
bishop  shall  be  received  unless  three  respectable 
persons  join  in  the  complaint.  All  complaints 
against  a  bishop  shall  be  lodged  with  the  stand- 
ing committee,  and  a  copy  of  the  charge  or 
charges  to  be  brought  against  him  shall  be  com- 
mumcated  to  him  in  writing  at  least  two  months 
before  the  trial.  Counsel  may  be  employed  on 
both  sides,  and  none  but  mvd  voce  evidence 
shall  be  adimitled. 

8.  If  a  complaint  be  against  a  bishop,  as  a 
minister  of  a  parish,  it  may  be  brought  as  is  di- 
rected in  the  canon  concerning  offences,  and  the 
mode  of  proceeding  against  onending  ministers, 
except  that  the  complaint  shall  be  made  to  the 
standing  committee ;  and  the  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings thereon  «hall  be  before  the  Convention, 
and  in  like  manner  as  herein  prescribed,  where 
the  complaint  is  made  against  him  as  a  bishop. 

9.  Disorderly,  scandalous,  and  immoral  con- 
duct, neglect  of  duty,  a  disregard  to  the  rules 
and  canons  of  the  church,  or  taking  a  bribe  to 
grant  cither  ordination  or  a  recommendation  for 
a  vacant  parish,  shall  be  considered  as  offences 
in  a  bishop,  for  which  he  may  be  brought  to 
trial ;  and,  on  hein?  convicted  of  any  of  these, 
he  shall  be  reproved,  suspended,  or  degraded. 

6.  A   Canon   concerning  the  Ordination  of 
Priests  and  Deacons ^  and  their  Duties. 

1.  Every  person  to  be  ordained  priest  or  dea- 
con by  any  bishop  of  this  church,  shall  pro- 
duce such  testimonials  of  his  good  morals  and  or- 
derly conduct  as  are  required  by  the  canons  of  the 
General  Convention,  from  the  clergy  assembled 
in  the  district  where  he  for  some  time  last  re- 
sided, and  from  the  vestry  of  the  parish  where 
he  last  lived,  provided  there  be  in  the  district 
a  sufficient  number  of  clergymen  to  form  a  pres- 
bytery ;  otherwise  a  testimonial  from  the  min- 
ister and  vestry  of  his  parish,  or  from  the  vestry 
alone,  if  the  parish  be  vacant,  shall  be  deemed 
sufficient ;  provided  also  that  the  candidate  is 
not  an  inhabitant  of  some  other  state,  and  in- 
tended to  minister  in  some  parish  or  congrega- 
tion in  a  neighbouring  state.  No  person  shall 
he  ordained  until  due  examination  had  by  the 
hishop  and  two  priests. 

2.  Ministers  shall,  at  their  churches  and  other 
convenient  places,  instruct  children,  and  such 
ignorant  persons  as  may  require  it,  in  their  cate- 


cbiim  and  the  principlet  of  the  Chi'Mtt  li^ 
ligion  aa  maintained  bt  this  chmdi;  piniM 
tluit  this  dnty  may  be  dispenaed  with  during  ibf 
inclement  winter  months ;  they  shall  also  expha 
the  nature  of  con6rmation,  and  iintniet  and  pm* 
pare  their  pariahionera  for  it. 

3.  Miniaters  shall  wear  a  sorplice  doriiiflf  At 
time  of  prayer  at  public  worahip,  in  ptam 
where  they  are  provided;  ahall  wear  gom 
when  they  preach,  where  they  eooTenientlycia; 
and  shall  at  all  times  wear  apparel  aallablt  li 
the  gravity  of  their  profeaaion. 

4.  Ministers  may  encourage  people  to 
ble   together  in  small  societies,  at  cow 
times,  for  their  edificstion,  and  may  visit, 
intend,  and  instruct  such  societiee  at  their 
ings ;  provided  they  shall  not  do  it  to  tbs  §» 
couracement  of  idlenesa,  or  to  the  injoiyaf  pb> 
vate  families. 

5.  Ministers  officiating  in  this  chorch,  whflth* 
bishops,  priests,  or  descona,  shall  preach  onea  M 
least  on  every  Lord's  day,  and  at  other  ststad 
seasons,  unless  prevented  by  some  soffidat 
cause.  They  may,  at  thair  discretion,  preach 
also  at  other  times,  when  opportunities  shiD 
offer  of  edifying  the  church.  Bishops  wak 
priests  shall  administer  the  sacrament  of  dw 
Lord'a  Supper  at  least  four  times  in  the  year  il 
each  church  or  place  of  worahip  in  their 
tive  parishes,  and  shall  visit  the  sick 
called  on  for  that  purpose.  Deacons,  aa 
aa  priests,  shall  baptise ;  and  may  aolemoin 
marriages,  and  assist  in  administering  the  sacfi> 
ment  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  but  they  shall  dbI 
consecrate  the  elements. 

6.  A  Canon  concerning  the  Induction  of  Mish 
isters  into  Parishes. 

1.  The  right  of  presentation,  or  uipointinf 
ministers  to  serve  in  the  parishes,  mall  con- 
tinue  in  the  vestries,  and  each  vestry  shaB 
choose  its  own  minister. 

2.  No  minister  shall  be  received  into  a  paiisk 
who  does  not  first  produce  to  ihe  vestry  satis- 
factory testimonials  of  his  morals,  conduct,  sad 
conversation,  from  the  person  or  persons  sp> 
pointed  by  the  Convention  to  iju^uire  into  na 
matters^  and  grant  such  testimoniab.  ^ 

3.  No  person  shall  be  received  into  any  pariik 
within  this  commonwealth,  as  a  minister,  unloi 
he  first  produce  to  the  vestry  sufficient  testimh 
nials  of  his  having  been  regularly  ordained  a 
priest  or  deacon  by  some  Protestant  bishop,  ui 
of  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Ikis  em- 
moniceaUhy  and  subscribe  to  be  conformable  It 
the   doctrine,   discipline,    and   worship   of  ths 
Protestant    Episcopal    Church    of    the   Unitsd 
Slates  of  America,  and  to  the  orders  and  canOM 
of  the  said  church  in  this  state  ;  nor  until  ha 
shall  have  entered  into  a  contract  in  writinf 
with  the  vestry  or  trustees  on  behalf  of  the  so- 
ciety within  such  parish,  by  which  it  shall  W 
stipulated  and  declared  that  he  holds  the  s^ 
pomtment,  subject  to  removal,  agreeably  to  the 
rules  and  canons  of  the  Convention  of  the  Prot^ 
estant   Episcopal  Church  in  this  state.     PfO* 
vided.  That  any  person  who  hath  been  nrdamai 
by  a  bishop  of  the  Church  of  Rome  may  alaobt 
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wc6t¥ad  M  a  minister,  who  ■hall  {yrodace  Mtit- 
frctory  tesliinoniBls  reipecting  his  ordination, 
morals,  and  conduct,  take  the  oath,  and  sub- 
scribe as  aforesaid. 

4.  No  minister  shall  be  allowed  to  hold  more 
than  one  parish  at  the  same  time.  Neverthe- 
leas,  a  minister  may,  if  called  thereto  by  the 
▼eslrj,  preach  in  a  neighbouring  parish  or  par- 
iahes  during  a  vacancy  therein,  and  may  re- 
ceiTe  a  compensation  for  his  services,  provided 
be  has  tlie  consent  of  his  own  vestry,  and  does 
not  neglect  the  duties  of  his  parish. 

6.  Every  minister  shall  reside  within  his 
parish,  unless  a  nuiority  of  his  vestry  shsll 
•gree  to  dispense  with  his  residence,  and  shall 
at  no  time  leave  it  for  more  than  one  month, 
withont  the  consent  of  the  said  vestry. 

6.  No  person,  having  deacon's  orders  only, 
diall  be  aAowed,  as  such,  to  hold  a  parish,  after 
.ha  hath  officiated  eighteen  months  as  a  deacon, 
and  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 

7.  A  Canon  to  amend  the  canon  entitled  **  A 
canon  concerning  Offencety  and  the  mode  of 
proceeding  against  Offending  Minister ».^* 

1.  Courts  shall  be  instituted  to  inquire  into 
and  decide  on  complaints  exhibited  against 
ministers ;  to  compose  which  courts  sn  equal 
number  of  clergymen  and  vestrymen  shall  be 
^ipointed,  as  foUows  :  On  the  testimony  of  two 
credible  witnesses  of  the  offence  of  any  minis- 
tar,  the  bishop,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
tlie  atanding  committee,  or  the  standing  com- 
mittee, when  there  is  no  bishop,  shall  nominate 
•uch  clergjrmen  as  he  or  they  shall  think  proper, 
in  tho  neighbourhood  of  the  parish  in  which  the 
■ccuaed  minister  resides,  and  the  vestries  of 
the  parishes  of  such  clergymen  shall  severally 
appomt  one  of  their  own  body  to  act  in  con- 
junetion  with  their  clergymen.  The  visiter  of 
the  district,  if  he  be  nominated,  shall  preside, 
imless  he  be  the  accuser  or  the  accused  person, 
in  either  of  which  cases,  or  in  case  there  be  no 
▼isiiar,  or  the  visiter  be  not  nominated,  the 
oldest  of  the  clergymen  assembled  under  the 
nomination  shall  preside.  If,  when  the  court 
assembles,  the  number  of  vestrymen  shall  be 
foand  to  exceed  the  number  of  cler^men  pres- 
ant,  ao  many  vestrymen  shall  be  withdrawn  by 
lot  as  shall  be  necessary  to  equahze  the  num- 
bars  of  the  two  orders.  And  courts  thus  con- 
atituted  shall  have  the  same  powers  as  are  vested 
in  the  courts,  directed  for  the  like  purpc%cs,  by 
tha  canon  entitled  *'A  canon  concerning  of- 
fences, and  the  mode  of  proceeding  against  of- 
fending ministers;"  and  shall  proceed  in  like 
manner,  except  where  it  is  herein  otherwise  di- 
ractad  and  provided  for. 

3.  The  bishop,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  standing  committee,  shall  appoint  a  con- 
venient time  and  place  for  the  trial,  and  shall 
take  care  that  the  members  who  are  to  com- 
pose the  court  may  have  timely  information 
thereof.  The  courts  shall  appoint  their  clerks 
occaaionally  for  such  trials  ;  and  no  vestryman 
shall  ait  on  the  trial  of  an  accused  minister  be- 
longing to,  or  residing  in,  tha  parish  to  which 
anoa  vaatryman  bakmgs. 


8.  Any  elargyman  who,  being  nomfaiated  and 
called  on  as  above  mentioned,  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  fixed  on 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  court  as  afora- 
mention^,  shall  be  liable  to  be  proceeded 
against  in  the  same  manner  aa  other  offending 
clergymen. 

4.  The  bishop,  or  the  standing  committee, 
if  there  be  no  bishop,  shall  cite  the  accused 
minister  before  the  appointed  court ;  which  shall, 
unless  the  person  accused  is  prevented  from  at- 
tending by  sickness,  proceed  to  trial.  Vivd  voce 
evidence  only  shall  be  admitted,  and  that  upon 
osth ;  and  counsel  may  be  employed  on  both  siaea. 

5.  The  second,  fourth,  and  sixth  sections  of 
the  canon  entitled  "A  canon  concerning  of- 
fences and  the  mode  of  proceeding  against  of- 
fending ministers,"  is  hereby  repealed. 

8.  A  Canon  concerning  the  Appointment  and 
Duties  of  a  Standing  Committee, 

1.  A  standing  committee,  consisting  of  six 
persons,  shall  be  annually  appointed  by  tlie  Con- 
vention. They  shall  be  considered  in  office 
from  the  end  of  the  session  of  the  Convention 
in  which  they  are  appointed,  and  ahall  continue 
in  office  until  the  end  of  the  next  annual  sea* 
sion  of  Convention.  Any  four  of  them  shall 
be  a  sufficient  number  to  do  business. 

2.  The  standing  committee  shall  have  power, 
when  there  is  no  bishop  of  this  church  settled 
in  this  state,  to  call  meetings  of  the  Convention 
when  they  shall  think  them  necessary ;  to  grant 
testimonials  to  all  persons  candidates  for  parishes, 
and  not  citizens  of  this  state,  who  ma^  fn^y 
for  the  same ;  to  make  such  representations  on 
behalf  of  the  church  as  may  from  time  to  tima 
be  expedient ;  to  give  advice  on  difficulties  pro- 
pounded  to  them  concerning  the  church  durinff 
the  recess  of  Convention ;  to  correspond  with 
any  society  or  societies  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  in  these  United  States,  on  any 
matters  relating  to  the  church  ;  and  to  do  all 
other  things  assigned  to  them  by  the  rules  and 
canons  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
tlie  United  States  of  Americs,  passed  in  Gen- 
ersl  Convention,  or  in  Convention  of  the  said 
church  in  this  state. 

9.  A  Canon  concerning  a  TVeasurer. 

1.  There  shall  be  appointed  annually  by  tha 
Convention  a  treasurer  of  this  church  in  this 
state,  who  shall  be  a  man  of  good  character  and 
responsibility.  He  shall  be  removable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Convention,  but,  unless  so  re- 
moved, shall  continue  in  office  until  the  end  of 
the  next  annual  session  of  a  Convention  after 
his  appointment. 

2.  He  shall  keep  a  fair  and  exact  account  of 
all  moneys  received  and  paid  away  by  him  ;  and 
shall  lay  before  the  Convention  annually,  or 
oftener  if  thereto  required,  a  full  and  accurate 
statement  of  hia  accounts.  He  shall  pay  no 
money  but  bv  direction  of  the  Convention ; 
and  shall  in  all  things  relating  to  his  office  con- 
form to  their  orders  and  re^ilations.  For  hia 
services  he  shall  be  allowed  a  compensation  of 
five  per  cent,  on  all  moneya  received  by  him. 
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coRYSimoif  or  iim. 


10.  A  Cnun  rtHmUmg  etHmm  Ordnutneu 

WbereM  a  general  e<»d«  of  canons  for  the 
legoUtion  and  gotemment  of  the  Protettant 
lSpiied|Ml  Church  in  thii  state  has  been  framed 
by  this  present  ConTention,  all  ordinances  and 
eanoos  in  force  prior  to  the  meetinff  of  this  Con- 
TvntioD  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  reacinded. 
ftorided  nevertheless,  That  nothing  in  this 
canon  shall  be  construed  to  affect  an^  rights, 
rwnedies,  forfeitures,  or  penalties,  which  have 
•cemed,  been  vested,  or  incurred,  prior  to  the 
of  this  canon. 


An  Aiir€i»  to  the  Members  of  tJu  Proteetant 
Emoeofol  ChMreh  in  Virginui.  By  Bishof 
Moiiton. 

BaaniBBN, — It  is  with  an  amicus  solicitude 
that  I  undertake  to  fulfil  the  request  of  the  late 
C^onrention  of  our  church.  At  a  crisis  so  in- 
teresting as  the  present,  the  zeal  of  that  body 
miiBt  appear  highly  commendable  to  you,  as  weU 
as  to  myself ;  for  the  time  has  arrived  when  it 
ie  no  longer  a  doubt  whether  every  one,  who 
hia  any  mud  for  relieion,  for  morala,  for  indi- 
▼jdnal  and  for  social  hupiness,  should  unite, 
iboald  rouse  from  their  lethargy,  and  consider 
profoundly  the  means  of  securing  those  mat  and 
important  objects.  They  are  in  jeopar<fy.  That 
dreadful  prostration  of  religious  and  moral  prin- 
ciple, which  we  everywhere  experience,  mani- 
fests the  awfol  truth.  Religion,  the  only  an- 
chor which  holds  man  to  his  duties,  no  longer 
finds  that  firm  ground  in  which  it  can  inhere  ; 
morals,  and  wiUi  them  private  and  public,  pres- 
ent and  future  happiness,  are  left  to  the  mercy 
of  a  rude  storm,  which  threatens  their  destruc- 
tion. Even  they  who  still  call  themselves 
Christians,  have  grown  cold  and  languid  ;  while 
thousands,  availing  themselves  of  that  languor, 
treat  religion  as  a  prejudice  which  debases  the 
human  mind  ;  deride  its  sacred  obligations,  and 
ezultingly  anticipate  its  obliteration  from  the 
earth.  The  success  which  attends  the  inde- 
fatigable labours  of  those  apostles  of  irreligion 
and  immorality,  in  disseminating  principles 
which  appal  the  good,  cannot  be  unknown  to 
you.  To  their  own  consciences,  however,  let 
the  appeal  be  made.  I  presume  not  to  address 
them.  But  to  you,  brethren,  who  have  not  yet 
abjured  your  God  and  your  Saviour,  I  address 
myself  with  confidence  ;  vou,  who  know  that 
good  morals  can  spring  only  from  the  bosom  of 
religion,  and  that  they  are  equally  essential  to 
temporal  and  eternal  happiness. 

The  first  subject  which  solicits  your  atten- 
tion, is  the  necessity  of  a  strict  observance  of 
the  canons,  or  laws,  which  have  been  enacted 
for  the  government  of  our  church.  These  laws 
arise  from  two  sources  ;  the  General  Conven- 
tion of  the  United  Episcopal  Churches  in 
America,  and  your  State  Convention ;  both 
regularly  constituted  and  authorized  by  you  to 
enact  all  necessary  laws  for  the  above  purpose. 
They  have  done  so.  They  have  accomplished 
that  work  as  became  /aithful  and  zealous  repre- 
sentatives; and  have  deposited  the  result  of 


tefar  Uboon  in  your  haada,  ■■  Ika  prap«ciiii^ 
dims.  DeathnteoftliateoaniVB  pofVfarM* 
compela  obadienee  to  civil  la«%  tha  cafal^ 
ment  of  those  which  joa  hava  adopted  m  a 
Christian  society,  depends  entirely  am 
virtne.  It  is  strictly  a  gofeinmanl  oi  ck 
ajgovemment  which  is,  or  should  be,  Iba 
ofthat  noble,  dismterested  ^foit,  which 
the  great  and  ffood,  when  they  axpaj 
other  impulse  than  that  whieh  thair  own 
their  own  patriotum,  their  own  ^anna 
for  man  communicates.  It  suppoaes  a 
of  Christians,  governing  tbamaehas  ast  If 
those  severe  penalties  which  civil  laws  anoKli 
their  nonobservance,  but  by  a  high  and  elcfiiri 
of  duty,  by  consideratioDa  no  Ism  m^ 


sense 


portant  than  those  which  are  aoggMted  If 
temporal  and  eternal  felicity.  It  snppowi  » 
tue  to  be  the  baais ;  and  that  ito  mmahga  «S 
never  cease  to  strengthen  that  baaia,  by  a  di% 
progression  in  virtue.  It  supposes  men  to  la 
actuated  by  a  spirit  worthy  of  Ghiistimii^: 
sensible,  indeed,  that  no  society  can  eziatwitt" 
out  certain  laws  and  rules  by  which  the  fniml 
interest  may  be  regulated  and  promoted;  b4 

cherishing  the  fond  hope  that  every  h 

will  feel  It  his  sacred  duty,  either  to  confoiBllI' 
them,  or  voluntarily  to  aid  in  the 
of  them.  Did  men  possess  that  virtue 
such  a  social  union  supposes,  were  they 
ated  by  that  truly  digmfied  spirit  which  gaw  il 
birth,  no  government  could  be  more  prompt  m 
certain  in  its  effects.  Every  one  wonki  M  t 
sincere  anxiety  for  the  preservation  of  its  lam; 
obedience,  springing  from  the  noblest  prindBb 
of  the  human  soul,  would  show  to  men  tbt 
practicability  of  a  government,  whose  energy 
consisted  in  the  love  of  its  members.  Thai 
would  be  realized  that  great  truth  in  goveifr 
ment,  which  Christianity  desires  to  mqnsM 
upon  the  hearts  of  men  :  thus,  either  no  vioh> 
tions  of  those  rules  by  which  the  society  r^ 
solved  to  act  in  concert  would  arise;  or,  if 
they  should  arise,  the  execution  of  that  S8a> 
tcnce  which  the  laws  had  previously  ]X0> 
nounccd  would  inevitably  follow.  It  is  tnM^ 
then,  that  your  representatives,  either  in  da 
General  or  State  Conventions,  were  not  puiai* 
ing  a  chimera  when  they  digested  a  plan  4 
union,  and  enacted  laws  by  which  the  chmcl 
should  be  governed.  They  did  not  rest  upon  da 
aid  of  civil  law,  nor  did  they  desire  that  aid  li 
cause  tneir  decrees  to  be  enforced.  But  they£l 
confide  in  your  virtue,  in  your  good  sense,  il 
your  love  for  reli^on  and  your  country.  ItaM 
a  confidence  which  you  reposed  in  yoaiselwi. 
And  truly,  it  was  a  spectacle  at  which  nai? 
great  and  good  men  might  well  rejoice,  nbfli' 
they  beheld  the  members  of  our  church,  aftff 
the  American  revolution  had  sealed  the  UbcrtiM 
of  this  western  world,  instead  of  repining  at  thi 
loss  of  those  exclusive  advantages  which  hai 
long  been  enjoyed,  evincing  their  conscioomMib 
that  on  themselves  alone  depended  the  pros* 
pcrity  of  their  Zion.  Scarce  was  the  voics  fi 
one  of  her  sons  heard  to  utter  the  language  flf 
discontent.  They  immolated  with  jOy  tfaoM 
exclusive  advantages  upon  the  sacred -altir  of 
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pabhe  jottH^.  They  orguiixftd  their  charch, 
adopted  rules  by  which,  m  a  lociety,  they  were 
to  act  in  concert,  and  framed  laws  for  its  par- 
ticular goveininent. 

Such  were  the  principles,  such  the  conduct, 
which  gave  birth  to  your  laws.  You  still  ad- 
mire tliat  self-confidence  which  suggested  the 
id«k  that  we  possessed  sufficient  virtue  to  gov- 
ern ourselves ;  you  still  acknowledge  that,  with- 
out the  observance  of  its  rules,  no  society  can 
exist  ;  and  you  still  retain  the  just  conviction 
that,  without  religion,  man  deffenerates  into  the 
beast  that  perishes.  Shall  I  here,  then,  place 
before  your  view  that  situation  into  which  your 
laws  have  (alien  1  Shall  I  remind  you  that  they 
have  become  a  dead  letter ;  that  they  are  treated 
as  unworthy  of  your  regard ;  that  there  is 
scarcely  a  parish  which  conforms  to  them,  or 
even  luiows  the  duties  which  they  enjoin  1 
No,  brethren !  You  are  ready  to  spare  me  the 
pain  which  you  know  must  attend  so  disagreea- 
ble a  recital,  and  yourselves  the  mortification 
which  it  would  excite  in  your  breasts.  To  all 
of  us,  this  truth  is  too  impressive  not  to  be 
felt  and  acknowledged,  that,  unless  the  laws 
and  the  rules  which  we  have  adopted  for  our 
goremment  as  a  Christian  society  bo  strictly 
adhered  to  and  enforced,  our  church  must  fall 
the  Tictim  of  our  own  apathy.  But,  in  God's 
name,  is  it  possible  that  the  flight  of  a  few 
years  has  wrought  such  degeneracy  in  the  sons 
of  a  church  which  has  for  ages  been  the  orna- 
ment and  the  bulwark  of  genuine  Christianity ! 
Is  it  possible  that  we  have  already  experienced 
so  violent  a  recession  from  those  just,  wise,  and 
virtuous  principles  which  originated  our  laws, 
aa  that  all  attachment  to  them,  all  sense  of  their 
utility,  all  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  their 
observance,  is  eradicated  and  lost !  I  will  not 
induce  a  supposition  so  degrading  to  us,  so 
humiUating  to  our  church,  so  afflictive  to  virtue 
and  to  religion.  But  I  will  earnestly  and  affec- 
tionately exhort  you,  brethren,  to  dispel  this 
astonishing,  this  fatal  lethargy  ;  to  resume  your 
wonted  love  for  your  maternal  church,  that 
church  which  first  nurtured  you  with  the  milk 
of  the  ffospel ;  and  to  evince  a  determination  to 
atone  for  past  neglect,  by  your  attention  to  her 
laws  in  future.  That  every  difficulty  may  be 
remoTod  in  thus  acting,  the  Convention  has 
directed  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  them 
to  be  forwarded  to  each  parish.  Let,  I  entreat, 
the  vestries  become  intimately  acquainted  with 
them,  and  zealous  for  their  observance  ;  let 
stated  times  of  reading  them  to  our  con^ga- 
tions  be  carefully  regarded  ;  and  let  ministers, 
Testiymen,  every  worthy  member  of  the  church, 
feel  a  lively  interest  in  their  support.  In  those 
parishes  where  there  are  no  vestries  duly 
elected,  let  some  friend  to  our  church  urge, 
without  delay,  the  duty  and  the  necessity  of 
holding  an  election,  and  of  oiganizing  that  es- 
sential part  of  our  ecclesiastical  government. 
Let  men  be  chosen  whose  souls  can  comprehend 
a  general  good ;  and  whose  hearts,  warmed 
wiui  the  love  of  religion,  know  how  to  appre- 
ciate its  value.  Let  such  men  be  the  guardians 
of  the  inopexty  of  the  church ;  let  them  hus- 


band it  with  an  affectionate  concern ;  let  them 
manage  it  with  the  same  prudence  which  they 
extend  to  their  private  afiairs ;  and  let  them  not 
despair  of  obtaming,  in  due  time,  holy  and  vir- 
tuous pastors,  whose  instructions,  admonitions^ 
and  example,  they  will  love,  reverence,  and 
follow. 

I  proceed  to  another  subject.  St.  Paul,  when 
he  visited  Athens,  observed  an  altar  dedicated 
to  the  unknown  God.  Suppose  the  holy  i^xMtle, 
descending  from  the  mansions  of  eternal  blisa, 
should  visit  our  altars  and  our  temples :  to 
whom  do  you  imagine  he  would  thmk  they 
were  dedicated  ?  Not,  surely,  te  that  Goo 
in  whom  we  live,  move,  and  have  our  being, 
and  who  was  made  known  to  us  by  his  messen- 
gers :  nor  even  to  the  unknown  God.  No ! 
he  would  consider  them  as  dedicated,  or  rather 
devoted,  to  the  demon  of  ruin ;  he  would  read 
in  their  dejected,  forlorn  aspects,  the  fate  which 
threatens  them  ;  and  in  that  fate  the  degeneracy 
of  those  who  once  felt  a  holy  pride  in  having 
reared  them  for  the  service  of  the  Livma 
God.  Ah,  brethren  !  Is  it  a  melancholy 
truth,  that  your  temples  are  the  just  emblems 
of  your  regard  for  religion  1  You  see  them, 
almost  everywhere  (I  thank  God  there  ars 
some  exceptions),  tottering  to  their  base.  Shall 
ruin  seize  them  1  Shall  those  venerable  fabrics 
perish,  and  leave  not  a  trace  of  public  worship 
am(fiig  us  ?  It  is  in  vain  to  urge  that  our  uncer- 
tain tenure  of  them  will  not  justify  the  expense 
which  their  repairs  demand.  Four  of  the  most 
able  jurists,  men  whose  bright  talents  reflect  a 
lustre  upon  their  profession,  and  even  upon  their 
country,  have  not  hesitated  to  declare  that  yonr 
title  is  valid.  Tlic  inte^ty  of  the  judiciary  will 
then  be  your  shield  against  every  attack.  Pro- 
ceed upon  this  ground ;  and  while,  as  good  citi- 
zens, you  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  those  laws 
which  the  constitution  of  our  country  will  em- 
brace, and  which  the  public  good  may  require, 
still  maintain  a  sacred  regard  for  your  rights  aa 
men  and  as  members  of  a  Christian  society ; 
nor  fear  a  deprivation  of  them  by  any  exertion 
of  power  which  justice  and  the  universal  laws 
of  property  will  not  sanction.  Hasten,  I  en- 
treat you,  to  cause  your  churches  to  assume  an 
appearance  more  worthy  of  adorators  of  the 
beneficent  Parent  of  the  universe  ;  let  them  no 
longer  present  to  the  astonished  eye  of  every 
goo<l  man  the  miserable  garb  of  ezdes  or  out- 
casts; let  not  their  silent  eloquence  plead  in 
vain  ;  but  lot  the  love  of  God  and  of  our  hoAw 
religion  open  the  palm  of  bounty,  and  let  all  voU 
untarily  contribute  to  their  necessities,  accord- 
ing to  that  store  with  which  a  kind  Providence 
hath  blessed  him.  The  vestries  will,  I  trust, 
make  every  proper  arrangement,  and  conduct 
this  good,  this  necessary  work,  with  a  zeal  which 
knows  how  to  ensure  success.  The  simplicity 
of  our  worship  requires  no  pomp  or  magni^ 
cence  in  our  buildings  appropriated  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  but  assuredly  it  is  a  duty  incumbent 
upon  us  to  keep  them  in  decent  reixair,  to  guard 
them  against  toe  injuries  which  tney  must  re- 
ceive from  time,  and  particularly  from  a  aham** 
ful  exposure  to  every  insult. 
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Tkb  lolNeet  »  intmttiiiff,  not  tftfy  on 
count  of  tne  valae  of  tke  Mdinn,  and  thdr 
confonienco  for  public  wonhip,  bnt  alto  on 
another  ground.  Bj  an  nnavf^dable  aaaocia- 
tion  of  ideaa,  men  easily  transfer  to  religion 
hadf  that  indifference,  that  contempt,  whicb 
thoj  cee  manifested  towards  one  of  the  means 
of  promoting  it.  It  is  in  Tain  to  say  we  have 
a  jnst  and  a  sincere  regard  for  religion;  we 
know  and  we  feel  iu  mfinite  importance  to  tem- 
poral and  eternal  felicity ;  and  at  the  same  thne 
permit  those  building,  so  essential  to  its  dis- 
wammlinii,  to  exhibit  a  spectacle  at  which  the 
good  and  the  pious  man,  of  whatever  sect  he 
Bwy  be,  must  weep.  No,  brethren  !  Your 
▼eiy  children  will  not  be  duped  by  so  shallow  a 
wwtext.  They  will  draw  for  themselves  that  in- 
nmeo  which  you  will  never  afterward  be  able  to 
•hake.  They  will  be  cradled  m  a  contempt  for 
religion.  Tes;  this  afflicting  specucle  of  an 
ol^t  which  ou^t  to  recall  to  the  infant 
mmd,  and  to  the  minds  even  of  the  a^ed,  the 
awfiil  idea  of  a  God,  such  as  we  worship,  most 
bo  frtal  to  religion  and  to  virtue. 

Let  me  then,  brethren,  eamestlv  exhort  yon, 
in  Ofoiy  parish  to  which  the  exhortation  will 
nflj,  and  particularly  in  thoee  parities  where 
tDore  may  not  be,  at  present,  a  stated  minister, 
earefally  to  attend  to  this  important  object; 
and  let  us  evince  externally,  as  well  as  inter- 
nallr,  that  we  hne  not  for»tJcen  the  God  wko 
nuuie  M9f  nor  Ugkily  esteemed  the  rock  of  our 
Mhatiom. 

This  subject  calls  me  to  another  very  nearly 
connected  with  it ;  I  mean,  the  situation  of 
your  pastors.  That  some  stipend  should  be 
allowed  for  their  support  and  that  of  their  fami- 
lies, i"  obvious.  The  truth  is  acknowledged 
by  the  icility  with  which  a  subAcription  is  gen- 
erally oatained  ;  but,  unfortunately  for  the  pastor 
and  for  religion,  the  collection  too  often  proves 
another  mortifying  truth,  which  I  need  not  de- 
tail. It  is  not  expected,  it  is  not  desired,  thst 
the  pastoral  office  should  be  burdensome  to 
those  for  whose  instruction  and  benefit  it  was 
instituted  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  can  nei- 
ther be  expected  nor  desired  by  the  resl  friends 
of  religion,  that  the  labours  of  that  office  should 
receive  so  uncertain,  so  precsrious  a  reward,  as 
not  to  afford  the  necessary  support.  In  the 
present  state  of  society,  nothing  can  be  accom- 
plished without  pecuniary  aid.  Your  pastors, 
though  glowing  with  the  zeal  of  martyrs,  though 
animated  by  the  most  ardent  love  for  piety  and 
virtue,  though  urged  by  the  strongest  sense  of 
duty  to  God  and  to  their  Saviour,  cannot  devote 
themselves  to  their  holv  functions,  unless  they 
know  that  they  may  rely  upon  a  certain  stipu- 
lated income.  No  clergyman  is  so  weak  as  to 
expect  to  be  enriched  by  his  ministerial  labours  ; 
but  every  one  who  discharges  his  duty  with  the 
fidelity  which  becomes  his  station,  and  whose 
life  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  a  living  gospel  to  his 
parishioners,  should  in  justice  receive  that 
compensation  at  least  which  may  enable  him 
to  continue  his  utility.  It  is  fortunate  for  you, 
for  themselves,  and  for  society,  that  to  the  min- 
iaterial  oflipe,  your  paaCors  generslly  add  the 


onoo  €1  nwcmewn  oi  youB.  la  nut  dOMi 
capacity,  they  diachngo  &Mi&m  tk«  ommI  iiii» 
eotmg.  Itkeoitainlymtliofintpmodofii^ 
cation  that  the  ferine  of  liitno  greitean  ~ 
either  foatered  with  «  genial  wannlii  mbaA  « 
aorea  its  lull  develonment,  or  it  fannsod,  alii 
perhapa,  or  deadaneo,  by  the  nrardainighnidi 
the  inatrocter.  Of  what  infinita 
then,  is  it  not  to  paianta  and  to  tbair 
to  have  in  their  own  neighbonrbood,  or  in 
pariahes,  schoula  under  tba  gaidaDca  of 
whose  profession  and  whose  duty  h  tha  h 
cation  and  the  practica  of  tha  aabUmaat 
duties,  while  they  are  instilling  into  tha^d 
mind  the  first  rudiments  of  scianca. 
ought  to  have  the  hi^est  aecoritj  that  tha 
tor  of  their  church  will  be  the  ftithfbl  goia 
of  the  morals  snd  improvement  of  tbair 
dren ;  while  the  vicinity  also  of  the  school 
hies  paronta  to  superintend  tha  diachaeea 
this  most  important  trust.  It  ia  tme,  and  I: 
ioice  at  it,  that  the  pastor  frequently  da  ~ 
from  his  labours,  aa  inatrocter  of  yomh,  a 
sonable  competence  ;  but  it  ia  no  leas  tnia,  < 
without  this  auxiUary  reaoorce,  few  could 
tinue  their  miniaterial  functions.  They  do 
find,  that  thev  who  preach  the  gospel  can 
by  the  gospel,  thougn  the  Scriptaraa  inftra  i 
thev  should.  But  if  this  be  the  caaa,  if  it  bt^ 
melancholy  truth  that  the  ministers  of 
church  do  not,  aa  miniatera,  receira  that 
port  which  their  labours  merit,  or  which 
enable  them  to  continue  those  laboors,  the 
evitable  consequence  must  be,  so  soon  as 
generation  is  passed,  that  there  will  be  nei 
able  pastors  of  our  churches,  nor  confide 
pastoral  instructers  of  our  children.  But, 
ask,  who  among  us  wishes  to  see  the  moui 
period  arrive,  when  the  attendants  at  the 
shall  no  longer  be  men  well  instructed, 
educated  in  all  liberal  science  ;  men 
minds,  enlarged  by  true  philosophy,  and 
by  sublime  conceptions  of  the  Deity,  c( 
within  themselves  the  strongest  stimulus  to  vv-l 
tuous  action,  as  well  as  the  surest  antidote  lij 
a  grovelling  fanaticism,  or  a  wild  and  extnft*] 
gant  enthusiasm,  as  inconsistent  with  the 
pel  as  with  reason !  And  yet  arrive  it 
unless  the  only  preventive  which  the  case 
admit  be  strenuously  applied.  I  exhort 
then,  adopt  in  your  respective  parishes 
certain  mode,  by  which  your  pastors  msy 
assured  of  receiving  the  stipulated  i 
which  you  may  find  yourselves  able  and 
to  give.  Let  it  be  moderate,  but  let  it  be 
tain. 

It  is  now  no  longer  admitted  to  plead  dk^ 
fection  to  the  clergyman.  He  is  s  man  of  ** 
passions  with  yourselves.  He  may  prove  a  it|l 
creant  in  the  cause  of  religion  and  virtus.  VI 
such  should  be  the  fatal  issue  ;  if  he  should  ll^J 
part  from  the  strictest  adherence  to  those  Mr 
cred  duties  which  his  profession  enjoins;  tj 
instead  of  beinff  a  light,  he  should  becomi ' 
blot  upon  our  church,  the  canon  paased  at  M 
last  state  Convention  points  out  to  you  iNi^ 
mode  by  which  we  may,  as  expadiUcMialy  tfj 
justice  will  admit,  purge  off  the  foal  stMI. 
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There  still  remains  another  subject  which 
ught  not  to  be  omitted  in  this  ihort,  but  sin- 
erely  a/feciionate  address. 

Ceruinly,  our  best  reason  authorizes  the  be- 
ef, that  the  order  of  the  universe  was  not  only 
t  first  established,  but  is  every  moment  main- 
lined, by  the  incessant  agency  of  one  Supreme 
find.  All  the  phenomena  of  this  world,  and 
f  other  worlds,  so  far  as  we  can  trace  them, 
sad  to  the  necessary  conclusion  of  a  presiding,  as 
'ell  as  a  creating  God.  Nor  is  it  less  certain, 
lat  our  perceptions  of  moral  distinctions,  the  ad- 
lonitions  of  conscience,  the  irresistible  impulse 
'hich  forces  us  to  love  virtue  and  to  hate  vice, 

0  all  imply  a  conviction  of  the  moral  adminis- 
ation  of  the  universe.  Man  sees  everywhere 
lear  indications  of  a  connexion  between  virtue 
id  happiness,  to  which  he  must  conform  if  he 
ould  avoid  misery.  He  sees  everywhere  a 
fstem  upheld  by  laws,  both  physical  and  moral, 
hich  never  err ;  and  which,  the  more  they 
re  investigated,  the  more  do  they  evince  the 
Bneficent  design  of  the  Creator.  It  is  thus 
lat  the  mind  acquires  just  ideas  of  the  attri- 
ates  of  God,  and  from  thence  of  the  relation 
e  bear  to  him.     The  duties  of  religion  follow 

1  a  self-evident  consequence.  If  in6nite  power, 
ifinite  wisdom,  infinite  moral  excellence  be  the 
^butcs  of  the  Deity,  must  we  not  extend  to 
im,  though  in  an  infinite  degree,  all  those  afTec- 
ons  of  veneration,  uf  love,  of  gratitude  and 
)nfidence,  which  similar  attributes  in  our  fel- 
'W-creatures,  however  vast  the  difference,  never 
il  to  excite  in  the  breast  of  every  one  who  has 
>t  lost  the  nature  of  a  man  1  Surely  the  cul- 
vation  of  those  affections,  the  establishment 
*  an  habitual  love  and  reverence  for  the  Su- 
"eme  Being,  is  the  first  great  branch  of  mo- 
iity ;  nor  is  it  possible  that  the  virtue  of  that 
an  can  be  complete  or  consistent  with  itself. 
hose  mind  is  not  acted  upon,  warmed,  and 
evated  by  these  first  sentiments  of  piety,  which 
itore  and  reason  so  powerfully  inculcate ;  while, 
1  the  other  hand,  it  is  impossible  that  exalted 
rtue  should  not  be  the  offspring  of  such  senti- 
ents,  wherever  they  are  received,  loved,  and 
lerished  in  all  their  purity.  Can  man  conceive 
ist  ideas  of  a  God,  can  he  believe  in  him  as 
le  Creator,  the  protector  of  whatever  exists, 
It  particularly  as  the  friend  of  innocence  and 
rtue,  and  not  feel  the  strongest  inducement  to 
actise  every  branch  of  his  duty !  Will  not 
Mucience  be  to  him  the  vicegerent  of  Godi 
^ill  not  its  whispers  be  to  him  the  commands 
'  that  Being  whose  government  can  have  no 
her  object  than  the  happiness  and  the  perfec- 
)n  of  his  creation  1  Can  man  extend  his 
ews  still  further,  and,  aided  by  the  combined 
^t  of  reason  and  revelation,  contemplate  him- 
If  as  the  heir  of  immortal  life  ;  can  he  enter- 
in  a  just  re^rd  for  an  eternity  of  happiness  ; 
n  he  consider  the  connexion  between  that 
ippiness  and  virtue  as  indissoluble  ;  can  he,  in 
word,  look  intensely  forward  to  a  state  of  fu- 
re  rewards  and  punishments,  and  not  be  urffed, 

'  the  roost  irresistible  motives,  to  love  and  to 
■ciise  the  purest  virtue  1  Who  does  not  see 
it  raligidh  thai  becomes  a  species  of  authori- 


tative law,  enforced  by  the  most  awful  sanc- 
tions, and  extending  not  merely  to  our  actionsi 
but  to  our   thouffhis  ?     **  In   the  case  of  the 
great  bulk  of  roanlciiid,**  says  an  able  modem 
philosopher,  "who  are  incapable  of  abstract  spec- 
ulation, and  whose  moral  feelings  cannot  be 
supposed  to  have  received  much  cultivation,  it 
is  cnie%  this  view  of  religion,  which  is  addressed 
to  their  hopes  and  fears,  that  secures  a  faithful 
discharge  of  their  social  duties."     Let  us  not, 
then,  suppress  the  truth,  tliat  religion,  such  as 
the  blessed  Jesus  presents  to  us,  is  essential  to 
private  and  to  public,  to  temporal  as  well  as 
eternal    felicity.     Ah !    had   men    acted    upon 
this  truth,  had  they  cherished  the  spirit  of  our 
holy  religion  and  obeyed  its  precepts,  instead 
of  desolation  and  misery,  instead  of  those  bit- 
ter potions  of  sorrow  and  wretchedness  with 
which  ambition  and  impiety  have  drenched  the 
human  race,   righteousness  and  peace,  justice 
and  benevolence,  would  lone  have  flowed   as 
mighty  streams  throughout  the  earth,  gladden- 
ing the  nations,  and  pouring  through  a  thou- 
sand different  channels  prosperity,  happiness, 
and  joy. 

But,  brethren,  if  reason,  if  revelation,  if  duty 
and  interest,  if  the  good  order  of  society,  if 
every  unbiased  sentiment  of  the  human  heart, 
if,  in  short,  every  consideration  the  most  impor- 
tant to  man,  thus  evinces  the  high  and  inestuna- 
hle  value  of  religion,  it  follows,  undoubtedly, 
that  the  abandonment  of  il  must  be  fatal  to 
human  happiness.  This  conclusion  follows,  or 
we  should  be  justified  in  the  expectation  of  an 
effect  when  the  only  cause  which  can  produce 
it  is  removed.  What  then  is  the  real  fact! 
Is  not  religion,  I  might  not  confine  the  question 
to  that  sincere  and  ardent  love  for  it  whiV/the 
truly  virtuous  only  feel,  hut  is  not  even  tlfe  ap- 
pearance of  religion  almost  laid  aside,  nay, 
scofl'ed  at,  by  the  great  bulk  of  society  !  I  do 
not  think  it  becomes  me  to  dissemble  this  truth, 
terrific  as  it  really  is ;  nor  do  I  think  it  neces- 
sary, though  the  task  would  not  be  difficult,  to 
investigate  the  causes  which  have  produced  the 
effect;  but  I  am  convinced,  deeply  convinced, 
that  the  affirmative  cannot  be  detiicd.  Do  not 
our  days  of  public  worship  manifest  this  truth  1 
Does  not  the  entire  neglect  of  parents  in  the 
religious  instruction  of  their  children  manifest 
this  truth  1  Does  not  the  rapid  growth  of  im- 
moraUty  in  general,  of  profaneness  and  impiety ; 
do  not  the  beginnings  of  prodigious  crimes ; 
does  not  that  party  rage,  which,  not  content 
with  blasting,  by  slander's  envenomed  breath, 
the  well-earned  fame  of  honesty  and  worth,  bat, 
tiger-like,  thirsts  even  for  the  blood  of  fellow- 
citizens;  do  not  all  these  effects  demonstrate 
that  relimon  no  longer  dwells  among  us  1  But, 
indeed,  1  might  save  both  you  and  myself  the 
trouble  of  these  interrogatories,  and  ask,  whether 
there  bo  a  truth  more  manifest  to  the  minds  of 
all,  or  one,  which  could  be  the  cause  of  more 
exultation  to  many ! 

If  such  then  be  oar  situation,  while  the  im- 
portance of  religion  is  also  such  as  we  contend 
for,  what  remains  to  be  done  1  Shall  we,  with 
kUded  arms,  await  the  riling  t«mY«^  "wVacSoL 
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threatens  to  shake  this  guilty  land,  and  to  sweep 
with  tlie  besom  of  destruction  these  fair  fabrics 
of  human  wisdom,  the  proudest  monuments  of 
republican  yirtuc ;  or  shall  we  raise  to  Heaven 
the  only  means  wliich  arc  left  of  averting  the 
impcndmg  ruin,  and  of  conducting  it  silently 
and  imperceptibly  from  usi  Between  these 
extremes,  a  wise  man  will  not  hesitate.  He 
will  seize  those  means  with  avidity.  He  will 
become  the  sincere  and  the  active  friend  of 
rational  religion  *,  convinced  that  it  is  the  only 
foundation  upon  which  good  morals,  and,  con- 
sequently, private,  social,  and  eternal  happiness, 
can  securely  rest.  He  will  see  that  those  pre- 
tended lovers  of  morality  who  tear  it  from 
religion,  leave  a  bleeding  trunk  and  grasp  a 
withered  bough.  He  will  guard  the  sacred 
trunk,  nourish  its  roots,  protect  its  branches, 
and  once  more  indulge  the  delicious  hope  of 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  righteousness  and  of 
peace. 

But  in  order  that  a  specific  mode  may  be 
adopted  which  shall  be  the  most  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  effect  so  devoutly  to  be  wished,  the 
revival  of  a  just  sense  of  religion,  permit  me  to 
submit  the  following  to  every  parish. — Let  the 
Testries  assemble  so  soon  as  it  may  be  conve- 
nient ;  and  let  it  then  be  proposed  to  enter  into 
a  solemn  engagement  with  each  other,  to  use 
every  exertion  to  induce  a  regular  attendance  at 
church,  whenever  an  opportunity  is  presented ; 
let  them  resolve  to  set  the  example  ;  let  their 
attendance,  with  their  families,  be  as  constant 
and  uniform  as  posbible  ;  and  let  each,  being 
provided  with  a  prayer-book,  join  in  the  service, 
as  our  church  has  directed.  I^et  thcin  also  use 
all  their  influence^  by  reasoning,  by  persuasion, 
by  such  exhortations  as  may  be  thought  most 
proper,  to  induce  tiieir  neighbours  to  adopt  and 
to  carry  into  effpct  the  same  re&olution.  Let 
them  begin,  seriously  and  heartily,  to  attend  to 
whatever  concerns  the  interest  of  the  church  ; 
and,  for  this  purpose,  to  have  regular  quarterly 
meetings.  If  those  meetings  could  be  held  in 
church,  after  divine  service,  I  believe  it  would 
often  be  found  most  convenient.  Let  also  every 
respectable  and  influential  character  who  may 
prefer  our  church,  whether  he  be  a  vestryman 
or  not,  resolve  to  give  his  assistance :  let  all  join 
zealously  in  this  good  work,  and  we  should  soon 
see  rational  religion  to  revive  among  us.  I  do 
not  suppose  that  any  one,  who  has  voluntarily 
undertaken  the  office  of  a  vestryman,  will  object 
to  what  has  been  here  proposed,  unless  he  can 
suggest  a  better  plan  to  effect  the  same  purpose ; 
but  if  any  one  should,  a  resignation  would  be  a 
benefit  which  he  could  have  no  reluctance  in 
conferring  upon  religion  and  the  church. 

It  will  not  be  objected  to  this  proposal,  that 
we  might  thus  have  the  show  of  religion,  but 
still  want  the  reahty.  No!  I  have  a  higher 
idea  of  the  attractive  charms  of  religion  than  to 
believe  that  they  who  frequent  her  courts,  and 
who  come  within  the  music  of  her  voice,  will 
not  team  to  love  her.  I  know  that  inattention 
to  religion  produces  indifference,  and  that  indif- 
ference t4»raunates  in  irroligioo,  in  profaneness, 
sod  iinpiety ;  one  effect  thus  becomiqg  the  pro- 


lific parent  of  other  effects  the  most  deadly  t9 
individual,  to  domestic,  and  to  social  happiness. 
The  unnatural  state  of  man  is  certainly  thst 
which  is  diseased  and  polluted  with  moral  tur- 
pitude ;  which  is  rendered  loathsome  by  criines 
rank  and  offensive  to  Heaven  and  earth.  A 
state  of  religion  and  of  virtue  is  his  only  natoial 
state.  The  distinction  between  the  religious 
and  the  moral  man  is  a  cobweb,  which  may  en- 
tangle the  sophist  himself;  but  he  who  loves 
virtue,  he  who  really  practises  moral  duties, 
will  never,  without  some  violence  offered  to  lus 
nature,  fall  into  the  absurdity  of  neglecting  ths 
God  by  whose  appointment  they  are  made 
necessary  to  happiness.  We  need,  then,  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  irreligion,  only  assemble 
men  once  more  as  Christians ;  we  need  only 
accustom  them  to  worship  their  God,  to  hear 
instruction,  and  to  see  how  amiable  his  taberaa- 
cles  are ;  they  will  abandon  the  unnatural  state, 
they  will  return  to  that  which  is  so  congenial  to 
their  nature ;  they  will  gradually  repent,  and 
turn  to  God,  and  do  vcorks  mett  for  repenianu. 
We  should  behold,  in  a  short  time,  how  great  a 
matter  a  little  fire  kindlcth ;  we  should  see  the 
love  of  God  and  man  to  warm  the  breasts  of 
fellow-citizens  ;  we  should  see  a  society  whexs 
each  might  say,  We  have  wronged  no  man,  we 
have  corrupted  no  man,  we  have  defrauded  do 
man  ;  a  society  m  which,  instead  of  being  hate- 
ful and  hating  one  another,  all  bitterness,  and 
wrath,  and  clamour,  and  evil-speaking,  and  evil- 
doing,  would  be  put  away  from  us. 

To  the  soul  frozen  with  apathy,  or  entirely 
engrossed  with  its  worldly  pursuits  ;  to  the  man 
who  has  so  long  abstracted  himself  from  every 
thought  of  religion,  that  it  is  not  possible  to  fir^ 
even  a  few  of  its  scattered  rays  emanating  from 
his  breast,  which  we  might  concentre,  and  re- 
flect back  upon  himself  in  their  collected  warmth, 
tiieso  ideas  will  appear  vain  and  illusory » perhaps 
extravagant  and  enthusiastic.  Be  it  so.  To 
those  w-lio  cherish  virtue ;  who  know,  from  all 
past  and  present  experience,  throughout  every 
period  of  civil  history,  that  criminality  has 
always  advanced  in  the  same  proportion  as  the 
principle  of  religion  has  receded  ;  and  that  it  is 
more  easy  to  recall  men  to  a  stale  which  is 
natural  to  them,  and  in  which  their  happioew  is 
placed  by  God  himself,  than  to  turn  them  from 
it  to  one  which  is  unnatural,  and  consequently 
miserable,  to  such  I  address  myself  with  con- 
fidence. From  such  I  hear  the  animating  voice. 
Come,  let  us  make  the  noble  effort ;  it  ia  reason, 
it  is  patriotism,  it  is  our  best  interest,  it  ia  grati- 
tude to  our  God,  which  persuades  ;  let  us  snatdi 
ourselves,  our  children,  our  country,  from  the 
madness  of  libertinism,  from  the  vortex  of  im- 
piety and  irreligion,  and  let  us  revive  the  reign 
of  truth  and  justice,  of  peace  and  righteousness, 
of  love  to  God  and  man.  I^et  us  unite  ;  let  as 
act  as  fathers,  as  patriots,  and  as  Christians ;  let 
us  raise  the  parent  of  morality  and  happiness 
from  the  dust ;  and  let  us  resolve  hencefoith  to 
become  her  protectors,  her  guardians,  her  tn^J 
sincere  and  zealous  friends. 

Before  such  sentiments,  such  resoIutioiM« 
w(fukl  not  every  obstacle  vanish !     WobU  tiMj 
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M»t  diMppew,  like  the  light  down  which  the 
wind  chaseth  from  the  mountain*!  top  T  They 
would.  There  is  not  a  tongue  which  ii  not 
reedy  to  join  in  the  response.  See  then  the 
conclusion.  The  means  are  certain ;  they  are 
within  your  power;  nay,  they  invite  you  to 
hasten  to  their  adoption.  If  they  he  not  adopt- 
ed, the  consequences  may  he  fatal  to  human 
happiness.  To  your  consciences,  and  to  your 
God,  I  leave  the  decision.  If  religion,  such  as 
the  wisest  and  the  best  of  men  approve,  must 
continue  to  decline — perish  it  cannot — nothing 
remains  for  its  real  friends  but  the  mantle  of 
mourning.  I  anticipate,  however,  a  far  different 
event,  resides  the  hope  of  your  exertions,  a 
ray  of  consolation  seems  to  break  forth  from 
another  quarter.  The  cultivation  of  piety  is 
ranked  by  the  most  eminent  writers  among  the 
highest  duties  which  a  nation  owes  to  itself. 
Perhaps  the  time  may  not  be  far  distant,  when 
the  enlightened  patriots  of  this  country,  in  their 
leffislative  capacities,  conscious  of  this  duty, 
**  knowing  that  nothing  is  so  proper  as  piety  to 
strengthen  virtue,  and  to  give  it  its  full  extent ;" 
■nd  preferring  the  prevention  of  crimes  to  the 
multiplication  of  sanguinary  laws ;  or  the  per- 
fection of  citizens  to  their  extermination ;  will 
bring  forward  some  well-digested  plan  for  the 
security  of  thia  great  object.  Whether  a  gen- 
eral assessment,  upon  principles  suited  to  the 
nature  of  a  free  government,  would  not  be  the 
most  happy  expedient,  and  productive  of  really 
great  and  extensive  public  good,  is  a  subject 


well  worthy  of  the  meet  serious  consideration  of 
every  friend  to  virtue  and  genuine  republicanism. 

To  you,  reverend  brethren,  in  particular,  a 
few  words  only  shall  be  added.  This  is  the 
season  for  exertion.  You  will  find,  I  tnist,  in 
every  parish,  many  good  men,  who  will  gladly 
aid  you.  Consult  with  them ;  eihort  and  en« 
courage  each  other ;  unite  your  zeal  with 
theirs,  and  let  not  the  overflowinffs  of  ongod* 
liness  deter  you  from  your  duty.  Extend  your 
care  not  only  to  your  own  parish,  but  to  any 
neighbouring  parish  which  may  not  have  a 
minister.  Make  known  to  all  the  laws  and 
regulations  which  govern  us  as  a  Christian  so* 
ciety ;  excite  all  to  a  diligent  observance  of 
them ;  and  be  the  first  to  set  the  example.  Be 
zealous  for  the  glory  of  our  God,  walk  in  all  his 
ordinances  blameless,  and  in  eYerj  thing  keep 
a  conscience  void  of  offence.  Be  ever  im« 
pressed  with  this  truth,  the  most  important  to 
us  and  to  religion,  that,  to  be  useful,  we  must 
be  respected ;  and  to  be  respected,  we  must  be 
truly  good.  Prudence,  mildness,  benevolence, 
charity  for  all  men,  wisdom  and  piet^,  active, 
zealous,  but  liberal ; — great  God  !  with  these 
virtues  clothe  the  ministers  of  thy  gospel. 

And  fiotp,  brethrerij  I  commend  you  to  Goi^ 
and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to 
build  you  vp,  ana  to  give  you  an  inheritance 
among  all  them  thai  are  sanetiJUd. 

Jambs  Madison, 
Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  m  Virginia, 


From  the  best  information  which  the  author  has  been  able  to  collect,  the  depressed  condition 
of  the  church  led  to  the  entire  discontinuance  of  the  Conventional  meetings  for  several  veart. 
There  will  therefore  be  found  irregularity  in  the  Journals  f^om  this  period  up  to  1812,  All  thi^ 
coold  be  procured  are  published, 


of  a  Special  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia^  held  at  th$ 
Capitol  in  the  City  of  Richmond^  May  7/A,  1805. 


Ox  Tuesday,  the  7th  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
tfwr  Lord  1805,  being  the  day  appointed  for  a 
^wcial  meeting  of  the  Convention  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  at  the  Capitol  in  the 
city  of  Richmond,  a  sufiicient  number  of  mem- 
bon  having  attended  to  form  a  Convention,  the 
Rev.  Abner  Waugh  read  prayers,  after  which  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Madison  took  his  seat  as  president. 

Charles  Marshall  was  appointed  secretary  to 
the  Convention. 

An  address  suitable  to  the  occasion  was  de- 
livered by  the  president 

The  deputies  then  delivered  in  at  the  secre- 
tary's table  the  certificates  of  their  appoint- 
ments. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  M^Norton  and 
Mr.  Ambler  be  appointed  a  committee  to  ex- 
amine the  certificates  of  the  deputies  attending, 
and  report  to  the  Convention. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  csr- 
tifotM  of  memben  attending  reported,  That 
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the  returns  made  from  the  parishes  of  Berkeley, 
Bruton,  Christ's  Church,  I*  redericksville,  Ham- 
ilton, Henrico,  Elizabeth  River,  James  City, 
Manchester,  St.  Mark,  Soutbam,  St.  Stephen, 
St.  Martin,  Shelburne,  Wicomico,  Ware,  St. 
James  Northam,  Cumberland,  and  Bath,  wert 
conformably  to  the  canons. 

The  Rev.  Abner  Waugh,  Sewall  Chapin,  and 
Andrew  Syme,  appeared  without  certificates ; 
and  the  Convention  being  satisfied  that  they 
were  regularly  ordained  ministers,  and  in  the 
following  parishes,  to  wit :  the  Rev.  Abner 
Waugh  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary*s  (Caroline), 
the  Rev.  Andrew  Syme  of  the  parish  of  Bris- 
tol, the  Rev.  Sewall  Chapin  in  the  parish  of 
Westover,  and  Godfrey  Davenish,  Master  of  an 
Academy.  Kins  William,  were  severally  per- 
mitted to  take  tbeir  seats  in  Convention  without 
certificates. 

The  Convention  was  then  composed  of  thf 
foUowiai  aemhtti^  n$ :— 
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Clerical  Deputies. 
Hugh  Goran  coggs, 

Daniel  M 'Norton, 
Matthew  Murray,  D.  D., 
Charles  O'Neal, 
James  Madison  (B.  and  P.), 


James  "^Miitehead,  D.  D., 

Duncan  M'Naughton, 
John  Dunn, 

John  Buchanan,  D.  D., 


Lay  Deputies. 

Robert  Grecnhow, 
James  Ball, 
John  Walker, 
Charles  Marshall, 
John  Ambler, 
Darid  Patteson, 


James  A.  Patterson,  > 

William  Broadus, 
W^illiam  Bently, 
John  Hull, 
William  Fontaine, 

Richard  Gaskins, 
Richard  Banum, 


John  Cameron,  D.  D., 

Wright  Tucker, 

Abner  Waugh, 

Godfrey  Davenish,  Master  of  an  Academy, 

Sewall  Chapin, 

Andrew  Syme, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ambler,  Mr.  Fontaine, 
Rev.  Mr.  M'Norton,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Waugh,  be 
appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  treasu- 
rer's accounts  and  report,  dec. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Doctor  Cameron, 
the  Rev.  Doctor  Buchanan,  the  Rev.  James 
Whitehead,  the  Rev.  Daniel  M'Norton,  the 
Rev.  Matthew  Murray,  the  Rev.  Hugh  Coran 
Boggs,  the  Rev.  Abner  Waugh,  Mr.  Walker, 
Mr.  Ball,  Mr.  Ambler,  Mr.  Grecnhow,  Mr. 
Fontaine,  Mr.  Broadus,  and  Mr.  Marshall,  be 
appointed  a  committee  to  take  under  considera- 
tion the  subjects  mentioned  in  the  president's 
address  this  day  delivered,  and  also  the  general 
business  to  be  laid  before  the  Convention,  and 
report  their  opinion  of  the  measures  necessary 
to  be  adopted,  and  that  the  president  be  re- 
quested to  attend  the  said  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  do  to-morrow 
form  themselves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  under  consideration  the  state  of  the  church. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conven- 
tion be  given  to  the  Right  Rev.  Doctor  Madi- 
son for  his  well-timed  and  judicious  address. 

Resolved,  That  the  visiters  of  districts  who 
are  present,  give  as  accurate  information  as 
they  can  to  the  secretary,  of  the  officiating 
clergy  within  their  respective  vestry  districts. 

Oitlered,  That  the  Convention  do  adjourn  un- 
til to-morrow  morning,  9  o^clock. 

WiDNESDAV,  Mat  8th,  1805. 

The  Convention  met  accordinsr  to  adjourn- 
ment. Pravers  were  read  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Young,  and  a  sermon  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Dunn. 

The  Rev.  John  Bracken,  D.  D.,  of  the  parish 
of  Bruton,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Certificates  from  the  clerk  of  Washinffton 
parish,  frOm  the  Wardens  of  Elizabeth  City 
parish,  from  Drysdale  parish,  and  from  Fred- 
etkk  pituh,  wero  Mrenlly  hinded  in  at  the 


John  Curd, 
Edmund  P.  Bacon, 
John  Walker, 


Parishes. 
Berkeley. 
Bruton. 

Christ's  Church. 
Fredericksville. 
Hamilton. 
James  City. 

Manchester. 

Elizabeth  River. 

St.  Mark. 

Southam. 

St.  Stephen. 

St.  Martin. 

Shelbume. 

Wicomico. 

Ware. 

Henrico. 

St.  James. 

Cumberland. 

Bath. 

St.  Mary. 

King  William. 

Westovcr. 

Bristol. 


secretary's  table,  and,  upon  being  examined  bf 
the  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  wert 
found  to  be  conformable  to  the  canons  ;  wbert> 
upon  the  Rev.  James  Elliott  and  Daniel  Car- 
michael,  deputies  from  the  parish  of  Waahii^ 
ton,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Brown  and  John  Coo|h 
er,  deputies  from  the  parish  of  Elizabeth  Ci^, 
William  Syme,  a  lay  deputy  from  the  parish  of 
Drysdale,  and  Gilbert  Page,  a  lay  deputy  from 
the  parish  of  Frederick,  severally  took  their  seats. 

The  committee  appointed  ycsterdav  to  take 
under  consideration  the  president's  address,  and 
also  the  general  business  to  be  laid  before  the 
Convention,  returned  a  report  in  part,  which 
was  delivered  in  at  the  secretary's  table,  where 
it  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  form  them- 
selves into  a  committee  of  the  whole  od  the 
state  of  the  church. 

The  Convention  then  formed  themselves  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  under  consid- 
eration the  report  of  the  select  committee,  Mr. 
David  Paitoson  in  the  chair ;  and  after  some 
time  spent,  the  committee  rose,  reported,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  David  Patteson  reported.  That  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  had  gone  through  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee,  and  agreed  to  the 
same,  with  an  amendment,  which  he  delivered 
in  at  the  secretary's  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  report  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Rev.  John  Bracken  and  Robert  Pkge 
were  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take 
under  consideration  the  president's  addrets,  and 
the  general  business  to  be  laid  before  the  Coo* 
vention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Convention  be  adjotmed 
until  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 

Tbubsdat,  Mat  9th,  180& 
Th«  ConTentioQ  met  aocordiog  to  a^oom- 
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iiiflnt  Prajeri  were  read  bj  the  Rot.  John 
Buchanan.  The  GonTention  then  proceeded 
to  consider  the  report  yeiterday  made  from  the 
committer  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
church,  and  which  was  made  the  order  of  the 

The  said  report  having  been  debated  by  sec- 
tions, received  several  amendments,  and  was 
afterward  read  by  the  secretary  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  report,  as  amended, 
be  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  a  canon  in  conformity  to  the 
•aid  report  be  prepared  and  reported  to  the 
Convention. 

A  canon  conformably  to  the  said  report  was 
then  presented,  as  follows : 

A  Canon  for  the  effectual  government  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  this  State. 

Whereas  the  present  state  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia  has  ex- 
perienced many  and  great  inconveniences  from 
the  want  of  such  regulations  and  provisions  as 
the  good  and  wholesome  government  of  the 
said  church  required,  and  from  the  nonper- 
formance of  existing  canons  \  Now,  in  order 
that  such  inconveniences  may  be  removed,  so 
far  MM  Ueth  in  this  Convention,  and  that  the 
rales  and  canons  of  the  said  church,  and  also 
those  of  the  General  Convention,  may  be 
strictly  observed  and  enforced  in  all  time  to 
come,  that  all  the  members  of  the  said  church, 
whether  clergymen  or  laymen,  may  be  excited 
to  the  most  zealous  and  commendable  exertions 
to  further,  by  all  justifiable  means,  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  church, 

Be  it  ordained,  That  every  minister  shall  lay 
before  each  Convention  a  full  statement  of  the 
church  within  his  care,  which  shall  exhibit  not 
only  the  numbers  of  his  congregation  or  con- 
gregations, but  of  their  increase  or  decrease, 
the  number  of  communicants,  the  support  which 
he  receives,  the  attention  paid  to  the  preservation 
of  the  church  or  churches,  the  state  of  psalm- 
ody, the  use  of  the  Book  of  Common  rrayer, 
and  the  general  observance  of  the  ordinances. 

Sec.  2d.  Every  minister  shall  take  due  care 
that  vestries  be  regularly  elected,  that  the  rules 
of  the  church  be  read  agreeably  to  a  canon  pro- 
Tided  for  thst  purpose,  and  shall  once  at  least 
in  every  year  preach  a  sermon  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  knowing  and  adhering  to  the  rules  of  the 
church,  and  use  every  exertion  to  instruct  the 
liiing  generation  in  the  principles  of  Christianity 
and  of  our  church. 

Sec.  3d.  Every  minister  shall  attend  Con- 
ventions, unless  in  case  of  sickness  or  other 
sufficient  reason,  of  which  each  succeeding 
Convention  shall  be  notified  and  judge. 

Sec.  4th.  In  any  case  of  nonobservance  of 
these  regulations,  the  sentence  shall  be  admo- 
nition, censure,  or  suspension. 

Sec.  5th.  Any  lay  member  of  the  church, 
conducting  himself  in  a  manner  unworthy  of  a 
Christian,  may  be,  and  ought  to  be,  admonished 
by  the  minister  and  vestry  of  the  parish  or  con- 
gregation ;  and  if  such  member  persevere  in 
flocn  condoct,  he  shall  be  suspendea  or  expelled 


by  the  minister  and  Testry  ;  in  which  case  ha 
may  appeal  to  the  Convention,  who  shall  havo 
power  to  confirm  or  reject  the  sentence. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  canon  do  pass,  and 
the  title  thereof  be,  "  A  canon  for  the  effectual 
government  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
m  this  state." 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to 
take  measures  for  compiling  into  one  volume  all 
the  canons  and  resolutions,  as  well  of  the  gen- 
eral as  State  Conventions,  which  shall  have  been 
heretofore  made  and  are  now  in  force,  for  the 
goveniment  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  ; 
and  that  he  cause  two  hundred  copies  to  be  im- 
mediately printed,  and  distributed  among  the 
ministers  and  laymen  of  the  several  parishes 
within  this  state,  who  shall  hold  such  copies  for 
the  use  of  their  respective  vestries,  and  shall 
submit  them,  when  desired,  to  the  inspection  of 
parishioners. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  M*Norton,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Whitehead,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bracken,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bocgs,  Mr.  Walk- 
er, Mr.  Ambler,  and  Mr.  Page,  be  appointed  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  canon  amendatory  of 
the  canon  concerning  presbyteries. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention 
be  given  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dunn  for  his  excel- 
lent sermon  preache<l  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examino  the 
treasurer's  accounts,  returned  their  report  that 
there  was  a  balance  remaining  in  his  hands  of 
67/.  12».  7d. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  account  and  report 
do  pass. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  subjects  mentioned  in  the  presi- 
dent's address,  and  also  the  general  business  to  be 
laid  before  the  Convention,  reported.  That  they 
had,  according  to  order,  again  taken  those  sub* 
jects  into  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  to 
several  resolutions  thereupon,  which  were  de- 
livered in  at  the  secretary's  table  :  which  reso- 
lutions are  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  :— 

Whereas  the  great  question  of  the  title  to 
the  glebe-lands  belonging  to  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  in  the  estimation  of  this 
committee,  remains  yet  undecided  ;  and  this 
committee,  considering  the  law  of  this  conmion- 
wealth,  passed  in  the  year  1 802,  authorizing  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  to  expose  to  sale  all  va- 
cant glebes,  to  be  unconstitutional,  as  interfering 
with  a  title  completely  vested  in  the  Episcopu 
Church,  and  subversive  of  private  right ;  and 
this  committee,  feeling  an  ardent  desire  to  de- 
fend the  rights  of  the  church,  they  therefore 
recommend  to  the  Convention,  for  tlicir  adoption, 
the  following  resolutions  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  bishop  and  standing  com- 
mittee be  authorized  and  requested  to  pursue  to 
the  end  the  defence  of  the  rights  and  property 
of  the  churches  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  endeav- 
our, by  contribution  from  the  several  parishes  or 
otherwise,  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  any  and  all  expenses  which  may  bo 
incurred  in  the  protection  and  maintenance  of 
the  rights  aforesaid. 
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A  iwoliitioD  from  the  mom  comaittM^wM 
itUvOTed  in  at  thfl  aeenUiy'i  table,  and,  altar 
hma§  raad,  waa  agreed  to  in  the  worda  foUow^ 

lieaolYed,  That  it  ihall  be  the  dtttj  of  the  tIb- 
ker  of  each  disthct  in  the  etate,  to  report  as 
aoon  aa  poiaible  to  the  biabop  and  itanding  com- 
Hutlee  all  the  pariebet  within  hia  diatrict,  with 
the  name  of  each  pariah,  what  pariahet  hare 
incambenta,  who  thoae  are,  what  pariahea  are 
Tacanti  what  glebea  have  been  aold,  and  what 
aif»  in  a  atate  of  litigation ;  and  that  it  be  the 
daty  of  the  biahop  and  atanding  committee  to 
leport  the  reaolt  to  the  next  C^Tention. 

Reeolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to 
tike  into  conaideration  the  anbjecta  mentioned 
in  the  preaident*a  addreaa,  and  alao  the  ^[eneral 
boi^neaa  to  be  laid  before  the  Conrention,  be 
diacharged  from  farther  proceeding. 

Wheraaa  the  biahop  haa  repreaented  to  thia 
OoDvention,  that  from  want  of  bodily  atrength, 
and  from  aondry  neceaaaiy  and  oflicial  occapa- 
tiooa,  he  finda  nimaelf  unable  to  diachar^  the 
whole  of  the  ardaoua  and  important  datiea  an- 
Bosod  to  that  oflke ;  ReaolM,  That  it  ia  ex- 
fadient  an  aaaiatant  biahop  be  ap^inted. 

Ordered,  That  the  aaid  reaolution  be  commit- 
ted to  a  oommittee  of  the  whole  on  the  atate  of 
thediQich. 

The  ConTontion  then  formed  themaelvea  into 
k  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  aute  of  the 
oinneh,  Mr.  D.  Patteaon  in  the  chair ;  and  af> 
ter  aome  time  spent  therein,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  chairman  reported,  That  the  com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  taken  the  aaid 
reaolution  under  consideration,  and  had  directed 
him  to  report  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Convention  then  took  the  report  of  the 
oommittee  of  the  whole  into  consideration,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

ResoWed,  That  the  nomination  of  an  assist- 
ant biahop  be  postponed  until  the  next  Conven- 
tion^ 

ReaolviMl,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
tlergy  in  their  respective  cures,  to  embrace 
every  opportunity  or  visiting  their  parishioners, 
accompanying  those  visits  with  instractions  suit- 
able to  their  sacred  office,  insisting  on  the  ne- 
oeaaity  of  religion  to  the  happiness  of  man,  the 
dul^  incumbent  on  all  parents  to  instruct  their 
children  in  the  principles  of  Christianity,  the 
advantagea  ariaing  from  family  worship,  and  a 
pointed  attendance  on  the  pubUc  woramp  of  our 
church. 

The  aaid  reaolution  being  firat  read  by  the  sec- 
retary, and  then  by  the  president,  was  agreed  to. 

A.  resolution  respecting  itinerant  ministers 
was  delivered  in  at  the  secretary's  table ;  and  af- 
ter being  read.  Resolved,  That  the  said  reaolu- 
tion be  committed  to  the  Rev.  John  Bracken, 
D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitehead,  D.  D.,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Bogga,  the  Rev.  Mr.  M»Norton,  Mr. 
Walker,  Mr.  Ambler,  and  Mr.  Page,  to  make  a 
report  on  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Convention  adjoaxn  until 
Ii»>nii6rit^  morning,  10o*cloek. 


Tmdat, 
The  Coovention  nat 


TIm  Kuw.  MatthmrlCoRiyv  Tk  &,  mdj 
era. 

The  committee  to  whom  waaufaiiBdAai 
olotion  concemiiy  hiaonuit  m 
ported.  That  they  bad,  aecoidiDg  tm  otimt 
into  conaideration  the  aolHaet,  and  hid  tmm 
a  reaolution  thereupon,  whioh  mm  daKtmai 
at  the  aecretary'a  table,  aiid«  after  ~ 
read,  waa  agreed  to,  aa  foUowa  >— 

Whereaa  man v  pariahea  in  thia  alata  an  wibr  I 
out  paatora,  ao  that  the  membera  of  the  VA.\ 
eatant  Epiacopal  Church  reaiding  thmii 
no  opportunitv  of  hearing  the  docUinaa  «f  m 
chuieh  ex{4ained  and  inculcated,  and  of  hMif 
ita  aeveral  ordinaneee  admhuatflrad :  And  wAmm 
aa  it  ia  believed  that  the  intereatt  of  ralwBi 
will  be  promoted  by  the  miaaion  of  anitabla  a» 
actera  in  the  aeveial  diatricta  within  thk 
for  the  purpoae  of  explaining  and 
thoee  doctnnea,  and  ot  adminiataripg 
dinancea  :  Reeolved,  That  it  bo 
to  the  biahop  and  atanding  committoo  la 
ao  many  auitable  charactera  aa  thay  ahaB 
neceaaaiT,  from  time  to  time,  for  tlia 
aforeaaid  ;  and  that,  previona  to  aoeh 
doe  notice  ahall  be  |pven,  by  ciieaJar  ' 
otherwiae,  to  the  miniater  and  voatrvt  ^ ' 
there  ia  no  veatry,  to  aome  reapeelaMa 
or  membera  of  each  pariah,  whoae  duly  it 
be  to  promote  a  aubeeription  for  tba  eoaipL.^ 
tion  or  anch  travelling  mioiatera,  and  that  Ihaaii^  i 
oral  auma  ao  raiaed  bt  forwarded  to  the 
of  the  church,  subject  to  the  management  aai 
disposal  of  the  bishop  and  standing  committaa. 

Kesolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Buchanan  ba 
appointed  treasurer  of  the  church  for  the  eoMi- 
inffyear. 

Kesolved,  That  the  next  Convention  be  htU 
in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  next  Convention  what  paiidM 
have  failed  in  payment  of  the  annual  requin* 
tions,  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  v 
rearages  due  from  each  delinquent  parish ;  and,  ia 
the  meantime,  that  he  shall  transmit  to  the  mioii* 
ter  and  vestry,  or,  where  there  shall  be  no  minis- 
ter or  vestry,  to  some  respectable  member  of  sodi 
delinquent  parish,  a  statement  of  the  balaooai 
due  from  such  parish. 

Resolved,  That  Cyrus  Griffin,  Joaeph  Prentii^ 
Jamea  Henderson,  Champion  Travia,  J<Ai 
Bracken,  and  Robert  Greennow,  be  appoiaiedt 
standing  eomraittc»e  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  thanks  of  this  Convention  were  uani* 
mously  given  to  Charles  Marshall,  for  hiaatW* 
tion  to  the  duty  of  secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  the  K^ 
Rev.  Dr.  Madison  one  hundred  and  fif^  wk 
lars,  for  his  services  as  bishop  for  the  last  yid^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Reverend  Mi.  Dmtm 
M^Nauffhton,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davenish,  and  A* 
Rev.  Nu.  Boggs,  be  each  of  them  requaacad  H 
prepare  a  aermon,  to  be  preached  before  Ihairf 
Convention. 

Reaolvod,  That  the  treaiorar  pi^  fiva 
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Om  penoo  who  ha^  aetod  u  dooriceeper  to 

Convention. 

iatolTed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
lop  and  etuiding  committee  to  call  the  next 
avenuon  to  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
▼,  1806. 

leaolved,  That  two  hundred  copies  of  the 
mal  be  printed,  under  the  direction  of  the 
r.  Mr.  Buchanan,  D.  D.,  and  that  two  copies 
famished  to  each  parish. 
tlie  Convention  then  adjourned. 
Attest,     Charles  Mabshall,  Secretary. 

Cmrntm  to  amend  the  Canon  entitled  *M 
Tmoii  eoneeming  Conventions."  [Passed  in 
f«y,  1803.] 

'ilUen  deputies,  qualified  or  appointed  agree- 


ably to  the  canon  eoneeming  Conrentioui,  ihtll 
be  a  Convention,  any  thing  in  the  said  canon 
concerning  Conventions  notwithstanding :  And 
there  shall  be  a  Convention  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  this  state  on  the  fourth 
Tuesday  of  May  in  every  year,  instead  of  the 
first  Tuesday  of  May,  in  such  place  as  shall  be 
agreed  on  by  the  Convention.  Provided  al- 
ways, That  for  the  altering  or  framing  of  a  canon, 
twenty-five  members  at  least  shaU  be  necea- 
sary. 

A  Canon  for  the  effectual  government  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  tJus  State, 
[Paased  in  May,  1S05.] 

See  Journal  of  May  9th,  1806. 


wmU  of  a  Special  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia^  held  at  the 

Capitol  in  tie  City  of  Richmond,  May  13/A,  1812. 


hr  Wednesday,  the  13th  of  May,  in  the  year 
am  Lord  1812,  being  the  day  appointed  for 
special  meeting  of  the  Convention  of  the 
t«stant  Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia,  at  the 
itoi  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  a  sufficient 
iber  of  members  having  attended  to  form  a 
rrvntion,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strebeck  read  prayers, 
r  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Bracken  was 
■en  president,  and  George  Deneale,  Esq. 
.  appointed  secretary. 

lie  clerical  and  lay  deputies  then  delivered 
It  the  secretary's  table  the  certificates  of 
r  appointment. 
)o  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  John 


Cameron,  the  Rev.  John  Buchanan,  and  Mr. 
William  Moore,  be  appointed  a  committee  to 
examine  the  certificates  aforesaid,  and  to  report 
thercoD. 

The  said  committee  shortly  after  reported. 
That  the  returns  made  from  the  parisnes  of 
Bristol,  Lynnhaven,  Cumberland,  Manchester, 
Henrico,  Lyttleton,  Staunton,  St.  Mark,  Christ 
Church,  Alexandria,  St.  George,  Wicomico, 
Suffolk,  Berkeley,  Bruton,  and  Antrim,  were  con- 
formable to  the  canons. 

The  Convention  was  then  competed  of  tha 
following  members,  viz. : — 


Clerical  Deputies. 
Rev.  Andrew  Syme, 
Anthony  Walke, 
John  Cameron, 

John  Buchanan, 

WUliam  Kin^, 
John  Woodville, 


William  Meade, 
George  Strebeck, 
Samuel  Low, 
Jacob  Keeling, 
Hugh  C.  Boggs, 
John  Bracken, 
Alexander  Hay, 


Lay  Deputies. 
William  Moore, 


David  Patteson, 
Alexander  M*Rae, 
Codrington  Carrington, 
George  Turner, 
Robert  Slaughter, 
Raleish  W.  Downman,  > 
John  M.  Smith,  ) 

George  Deneale, 
WUliam  S.  Stone, 
Thomas  Gaskins, 
Thomas  H.  P.  Goodwyn, 


to  motion  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cameron, 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
I  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  amend- 
tbe  canon  concerning  vestries  and  tmatees, 
lad  in  May,  1799,  which  resolution  was  re- 
ad to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron,  Rev.  Mr. 
ke,  Rev.  Mr.  Boggs,  Mr.  M*Rae,  and  Mr. 


D  motion  made  and  seconded.  Resolved, 
t  a  committee  be  appointed  to  amend  the 
B  entitled  a  canon  concerning  Conventions, 
ad  m  May,  1808,  which  resolution  was  also 


Parishes. 
Bristol. 
Lynnhaven. 
Cumberland. 
Manchester. 
Henrico. 
Littleton. 
Staunton. 
St.  Mark. 

Christ  Church. 

Alexandria. 

St.  George. 

Wicomico. 

Suffolk. 

Berkeley. 

Bruton. 

Antrim. 


referred  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron,  Rev.  Mr. 
Walke,  Rev.  Mr.  Boggs,  Mr.  M'Rae  and  Mr. 
Patteson. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert 
Slaughter  and  Mr.  William  B.  Stone  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  examine  the  treaaurer'a 
accounts,  and  to  report  thereon. 

A  motion  was  inade  and  secondod,  That  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  amending  the  7th  canon;  and  on 
the  question  being  put,  it  pasaod  in  th.e  affirma- 
tive.   The  following  gentlemen  were  acou^ 


cxjuf  mnoii  or  iM. 


U^  tffofalii  nk :  tbi  R«f .  Mr. 
KSv.  itr.  Wftike,  lUv.  Mr.  Boggt»  Rer.  Mr. 
MMde,  IUy.  Mr.  Hmr.  Mr.  M^iUe,  Mr.  Patt«- 
MBp  Mr.  Gaskim,  ana  Mr.  Downman. 

A  eertificata  from  Frederick  pariah  waa  laid 
•D  the  aemtary'a  uUe  by  Mr.  Edward  MKSnire, 
■iMMrnw  hia  appointBioiii  aa  a  lay  deputy  from 
the  aaid  panan;  which,  on  ezaminacioD,  waa 
*  Ibond  to  be  confonnable  to  the  caaooa,  and  Mr. 
M'Girira  took  hia  aeat  accoiduigly. 

The  Rer.  Alexander  Hay,  from  Antrim  pariah, 
pceaented  a  report  agreeably  to  a  canon  "for  the 
aflactnal  soTemment  of  the  Plroteatant  Epiaco- 
pal  (%nrdi  in  thia  atate.** 

On  a  motion  made,  it  waa  mianimoaaly  Re- 
adfed.  That  the  Rer.  Dr.  Bracken  be  requeated 
to  deliver  a  aermon  to-morrow  morning  at 
11  o*ckKk. 

The  CottTention  then  adjoomed  until  to- 
monow  momtqg  11  o'clock. 

TavEBDAT,  14th  Mat,  181S. 

The  CoDvention  met,  agreeably  to  adjoum- 
irnf,  at  11  o'clock.  Preaent  the  same  mem- 
ban  aa  yaaterday.  Divine  aenrice  waa  per- 
fimned,  and  a  aermon  preacl^  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
BmdMn;  after  which,  Keaolved;  That  the  thanka 
of  thia  Coovention  be  given  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Brackea,  for  the  excellent  aermon  he  delivered. 
On  a  motion  made  and  Mconded,  the  Con- 
TtntioB  raeolved  itaelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  atato  of  the  charcb,  Mr.  Moore 
in  the  chair ;  and  after  aome  time  apent  therein, 
the  oonunittee  roae,  and  the  chairman  reported. 
That  the  committee  had  come  to  the  following 
resolutions,  viz.  : — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  stand- 
ing committee  should  address,  and  they  are 
hereby  requested  to  address,  a  circular  letter  to 
the  minister  and  vestrymen  of  each  parish  in  this 
atate,  or  to  the  vestry,  where  there  is  no  minister, 
calling  on  them  in  the  most  urgent  manner  to 
cany  mto  effect  *'the  canon  for  the  effectual  eov- 
emment  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
thia  atate ;"  and  also  the  fortieth  canon  of  the 
General  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church.  And  also,  Resolved,  That  the  stand- 
ing committee  be  requested  to  address  the  min- 
ister and  vestry  of  each  parish,  or  the  vestry, 
where  there  is  no  minister,  urging  them  to  com-  J 
ply  with  the  annual  requisition  for  the  general 
purposes  of  the  church  ;  which  said  resolutions 
naving  been  twice  severally  read,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Convention. 

^  A  motion  was  made,  Hiat,  when  the  Conven- 
tion adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  the  hour  of  five  this 
afternoon,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  con- 
aideration  the  propriety  of  electing  a  bishop  for 
thia  sute,  which  nK>tion  waa  agreed  to. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
aettlement  of  the  treasurer's  accounts  reported. 
That  they  had  performed  that  duty,  and  found  said 
•ccounta  to  be  correctly  stated  and  supiiorted  by 
vonchera,  and  that  there  remained  in  tne  trea*- 
urer's  handa  a  balance  of  69/.  St.  li.,  which  report 
waa  received  and  approved  by  the  Convention. 
_  The  ConvenKioa  then  adjourned  till  6  o'clock 
P.M. 


TkVBMAT,  6  €^< 

tion  mat  a|raeably  to 

Tba  chainnan  of  jpM 
tika  into  conaidentioii  tba  w^adMncr  oft 
ing  the  canon  eoDcaming  vaaliMa  and 
paaaed  in  May,  17M,  reported  it  to 
opinion  of  the  coounittea,  'That  ii  ia 
at  thia  time  to  alt«r  in  any 
any  part  of  tba  canon  afernaid ; 
having  been  twice  read,  waa  agnad  to 
Convention. 

The  chairman  of  tba  committaa 
amend  the  canon  concemiMCon^aiitWM, | 
ed  hk  May,  1808,  reported.  That  the 
mittee  had,  accoidiof  to  otdar,  inatuialy 
aidered  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  i 
menta  vrere  neceaaary  to  the  aaid 
had  agreed  to  the  fotlowinff,  to  wit :  that  h 
first  hne  thereof  the  word  mnu  ahonM  hi 
sorted  in  place  of  the  word  j^lccn  ;  and 
the  last  hne  but  one,  the  woid  J^ftim 
inserted  instead  of  the  words  hoemty-fin  ; 
said  several  amendments  having  been  dn^ndt 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Convention ;  andai     ~ 
conformably  thereto  waa  accordingly 
and  submitted:   the  said  canon  naviw 
read  a  first  and  aecond  time,  waa  ordoed  tol 
engroaaed,  and  read  a  third  time ;  and 
been  ao  read,  waa  passed.    Qidered,  Thai 
title  of  the  said  canon  be,  **  A  canon  to 
the  canon  entitled  a  canon  to  amend  the 
entitled  a  canon  concerning 

The  chairman  of  the  committee 
consider  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
canon  reported.  That,  according  to  order, 
said  committee  having  maturely  considered 
propriety  of  amending  the  same,  had  agreed  Ii 
the  following  amendments,  to  wit :  That  all  tto 
words  of  the  first  section,  from  the  word  **clt^ 
gymen"  in  the  eighth  line,  to  the  word  ^'the^ii 
the  thirteenth  line,  shall  be  stricken  out,  and  tbit 
in  lieu  thereof  be  inserted  the  following  wodi, 
viz. :  and  vestrymen  cm  he  or  tkty  maty  ium 
pruper;  and  also,  that  the  whole  of  the  thiid 
section  of  the  said  canon  be  expunged  thcie- 
from :  which  said  several  amendments  havigf 
been  duly  considered,  were  agreed  to  by  thf 
Convention.     A  canon  was   then  prepared  ii 
conformity   to    the    said    amendmenta,  whiA 
canon  having  been  read  a  first  and  aecond  tiaib 
waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  thirf 
time ;  and  after  being  engrossed,  having  bees  M 
read,  was  passed.    Ordered,  That  the  title  of  ikl 
said  canon  be,  "  A  canon  to  amend  the  canon  » 
titled  a  canon  to  amend  the  canon  entitled  • 
canon  concerning  offences,  and  the  mode  of  fi^. 
ceeding  ai^ainst  offending  ministers." 

The  Rev.  William  H.  WUmer  and  lb 
Charles  Page  appeared  and  produced  ctri^ 
cates  of  their  election  as  deputies  from  flt 
Paurs  Church,  in  Alexandria ;  which,  on  en* 
ination,  were  found  to  be  conformable  to  tki 
canons,  snd  they  took  their  seats  acconUnglj. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  That  ihl! 
Convention  do  now  proceed  to  the  appoipti—t 
of  deputies  to  the  next  General  Convention  tett 


holden  in  Philadelphia;  and  on  the  que 
being  put,  it  paaaed  in  the  affiimatiro;  totAML 
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Doctor  Bracken,  the  Rer.  Mr.  Wflmer,  Mr. 
M *Rae,  and  Mr.  M'Guire,  were  accordingly  sj^ 
pointed.  « 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hay,  leave  is 
granted  him  to  withdraw  his  report  laid  on  the 
table  yesterday. 

The  eipediency  of  electing  a  hishop  was  next 
considered,  according  to  the  resolution  of  this 
morning,  whereupon,  Resolved,  That  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  the  Convention  do  now  proceed  to 
the  choice  of  a  bishop.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan having  nominated  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brack- 
en, the  members  then  proceeded  to  ballot ;  and 
the  ballots  being  received,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan and  Mr.  M'Rae  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  count  the  same.  The  said  committee 
having  perfonned  that  duty,  reported.  That  they 
found  the  ballots  to  be,  for  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brack- 
en, 22,  and  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Boggs,  3 ;  and 
thereupon  the  Rev.  John  Bracken,  D.  D.,  was 
declared  to  be  duly  elected  Bishop  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  in  this  state. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Convention 
do  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  treiisurer ; 
and  thereupon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Buchanan  was 
duly  elected. 

On  motion  made  by  Mr.  M*Rac,  and  seconded, 
Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Meade  be  requested  to  deliver  a  sermon  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Denni-s  the  Rev.  Mr.  Halson,  Mr.  Wilson 
Miles  Cary,  Mr.  James  Henderson,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Campbell,  and  Mr.  Anthony  Robinson,  be 
appointed  a  standing  committee,  agreeably  to  the 
8th  canon.  Resolved,  That  two  hundred  copies 
of  the  Journal  be  printed,  with  the  canons  an- 
nexed, under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Buchanan  and  Mr.  M*Rae,  and  that  Uic  same 


be  djitributed  among  the  serenl  pariahea  u 
this  state. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  That  th< 
Convention  do  now  proceed  to  the  appointmen 
of  a  clerical  deputy,  in  the  room  of  the  Rct 
Dr.  Bracken,  elected  bishop,  to  the  next  Genera 
Convention ;  and  on  the  question  being  taken 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  Rev.  Mr 
Strebeck  was  appointed  accordingly. 

Then  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow morning  9  oVlock. 

John  Bracken,  President. 

Friday,  15th  Mat,  1812. 

The  Convention  met  agreeably  to  adjonm- 
ment,  and  the  president  being  absent,  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Boggs  was  requested  to  take  the  chair. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  That  the 
Convention  appoint  two  clerical  and  two  la] 
deputies,  in  addition  to  those  heretofore  ap' 
pointed,  to  attend  the  next  General  ConTentioi 
in  Philadelphia;  and  the  question  being  put, 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative.  The  Rev.  Mr 
Meade,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Boggs,  Mr.  Deneale,  and 
Mr.  Patteson,  were  accordingly  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilmer,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Strebeck,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wood- 
ville,  be  each  of  them  requested  to  prepare  a  ser- 
mon to  be  preached  before  the  next  Convention 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  oi 
this  Convention  be  given  to  George  Deneale 
Esq.,  for  his  services  as  their  secretary. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  now  ad 
journ,  to  meet  again  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  ii 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1813,  in  the  citj 
of  Richmond. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned. 

Hugh  C.  Boogs. 
Attest,  G.  Denial!,  Secretary 


Journal  of  a  Convention  of  the  Protestant  EpiMCopal  Church  in  the  State  of  Virginia f  held  at  th 
Capitol t  in  the  CUy  of  Richmond,  from,  May  2bth  to  May  26<A,  1813,  both  inclusive. 


Tuesday,  May  25. 

According  to  the  adjournment  of  the  last 
Convention,  the  following  gentlemen  of  the 
clergy  and  laity  assembled  at  the  capitol,  viz. : 

Rev.  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  James  M'Farland, 
Cumberland ;  Rev.  Dr.  Buchanan,  Henrico ; 
Rev.  Andrew  Syme,  Mr.  William  Moore,  Bris- 
tol ;  Rev.  Samuel  Ix)w,  Mr.  Joseph  Ball,  Wi- 
comico ;  Rev.  Wright  Tucker,  Bath ;  Rev. 
John  Dunn,  Shelburne  ;  Mr.  David  Patteson, 
Manchester ;  Mr.  Anthony  Crease,  Alexandria  ; 
Mr.  James  Mosely,  Lynnhaven. 

It  being  late  before  a  sufficient  number  to 
form  a  quorum  had  convened,  they  resolved  to 
adjourn  until  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  May  26th. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Meade  read  prayers. 
After  which  the  Rev.  Doctor  Bracken  was 
chosen  president,  and  Mr.  Anthony  Crease,  sec- 
reury. 

Reeolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr. 


Syme,  and  Mr.  Patteson,  be  a  committee  t 
examine  the  testimonials  of  the  deputies  to  thi 
Convention,  and  to  report  thereon.  They  wer 
accordingly  appointed,  snd  reported.  That  th 
following  persons  have  exhibited  the  requisit 
credentials,  and  are  entitled  to  scats,  viz. : — 

Lay  Deputies — Rev.  John  Bracken,  D.  D. 
Bruton  ;  Rev.  John  Buchanan,  D.  D.,  Mr.  Job; 
Adams,  Henrico :  Rev.  Andrew  Syme,  Ml 
William  .Moore,  Bristol ;  Rev.  Wright  Tuckei 
Bath  ;  Rev.  John  Cameron,  Mr.  James  M'Fai 
land,  Cumberland  ;  Mr.  Anthony  Crease,  Alei 
andria ;  Mr.  David  Patteson,  Manchester ;  Ml 
Samuel  WiUon,  Littleton ;  Rev.  Samuel  Low 
Mr.  Joseph  Ball,  Mr.  William  liCC  Ball,  Wicc 
mico,  Chri.st  Church  ;  Mr.  James  Mosely,  Lynn 
haven ;  Ruv.  John  Dunn,  Shelburne ;  Re^ 
William  Meade,  Frederick. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bracken,  who  was  electe 
bitfhop  of  the  church  in  this  state  by  the  lai 
Convention,   gave   in  his   resignation  thereo 

I'  which  was  accepted. 
Resolved,  That  the  Rot.  Mr.  Syme,  Memn 


tiM  tiMMrar't  aceoiiiit,  tad  report  ihaicMm. 
RlMlved,  Thil  the  Cosveotioa  do  now  pi^ 
~to  dMoloette  of  atraunrar;  md  thtoo- 
tho  Rot.  Br.  BochaiMin  wan  unaiumoiitly 


RoMlvod,  TlHt  dM  trouorer  do  apply  tiio 
fiudo  aeeruod  and  ■eemiiif  in  meh  maniier  at 
ho  may  deem  «qMdieiit  for  ito  ktoreot 

Tho  coaunittee  to  whom  was  lefenred  the 
emmnation  of  the  treaeurer't  acoonnt  report, 
Thil  they  had  pedormed  that  dnty,  and  toood 
the  aeeoaot  to  be  correctly  stated,  end  rapport- 
•d  l^  Toochen ;  and  that  the  iiun  remaining  in 
the  Mode  of  the  treasorer  amoanto  to  IwML 


ftt.  Id.  Reeohvd,  That  the  Geinreotto  do 
coneu  IB  the  eeid  report. 

nt  report  on  tM  etate  of  the  ehnreh  in 

flh  paiiint  reanired  by  the  canon,  wae  called 

r,  and  the  IbUowing  gentlemen  eompUed  with 
the  reqaeet,  ▼». : — ^The  Rer.  Dn.  Bracken  and 
Buchanan,  the  Rer.  Meaara.  8yme,  Low,  Cam- 
eron, Toekei^  and  Dnnn,  and  Mr.  Anthony 
Cieaee.  The  Rer.  Mr.  Anthony  Walke  hav- 
faif  intheooineeof  the  day  appeared  and  taken 
hie  Mat*  gave  in  hia  report  alao. 

tteeohed,  That  the  aaad  reporta  be  refened 
tp  the  treeiurer. 

Rnohed,  That  the  Convention  do  now  pn>> 
ceed  te  the  election  of  a  atandiug  committee  for 
theenaoingyeer;  whereupon  the  fbUowiiurper- 
eona  were  choean:— The  Rev.  John  Dunn, 
WiUiam  H.  Wihner,  Oliver  Norria,  the  Hon. 
Bnahrod  Waahington,  Nicholaa  Fitahogfa,  and 
£dnrand  I.  Lee, 

The  Rev.  Oliver  Norris  was  elected  to  repre- 
aent  this  state  in  the  next  General  Convention, 
instead  of  Mr.  Strebeck,  who  has  removed; 
and  the  election  of  the  eentlemen  by  the  last 
Convention  was  confirmed. 

Hie  following  resolution  was  submitted  and 
paased: — 

Whereaa,  from  the  destitute  state  of  the 
churches  in  this  state,  many  piously  disposed 
persons,  who  are  attached  to  the  doctrine,  wor- 
ship, and  diacipline  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  are  deprived  of  the  means  of  worship- 
ping God  accordinff  to  her  venerable  forms, 
to  Uie  great  unhappiness  of  hemselves,  as  well 
aa  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  cbnrch  at  large. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  it  is  expedient  to 
raise  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  m  the  sup- 
port of  such  clergymen  of  piety  am)  talents  as 
may  be  obtained,  to  perform  divine  service  in 
such  districts  in  the  state  aa  may  be  aaaigned 
them  bylhe  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  clergv  and  veatry,  or  any 
influential  members  of  the  church  in  the  several 


in«f  •lita.H     ^  ""  '     " 
qoMCnl,  to  QM  thairbMl 
enhiftriplioni  or  olbKviMii  to 
jeet»  and^  to  Ibrwaid  tha  amaiat  of  fbi 
thus  raiied  to  Aa  tiMiBwr,.t  m 
meeting  of  the  next  ConfwtiOB.  . 

Raeohad,  That  tha  meibben  aftlii 
genenU^  are  hereby  noat  aa 
to  consider  Ike  necaaaity  of  ^^'T^hig  i 
measoree  for  the  nalomtion  of  r^^gioa 
na ;  that  they  endeavoor  to  miiiifeat  ' 
tude  to  Afanighty  God,  and  their  ae 
awfol  importance  of  hia  bleeaed  reivalttioB  ;  j 
tlM^  conaider  tha  imapeakahle 
will  receiva  fiMi  that  gracioiis  Maator  to 
they  bekmi^  whoaa  goodneaa   da 
warmeet  retoma  of  lo^  do^,  and  ooMMMftr 
and  that  they  wiU  coptnbnta,  to  tha 
thnr  power,  to  render 
vice  tohiacanae. 

Reaolved,  That  tibe  ttinding  '■**-*iiiHtt  4§ 
frame  an  addreaa  OB  the  atoto  of  the  chvch ;  arf 
that  they  caoae  to  be  printed  thereof  900  eopii% 
and  to  addreea  them  in  the  form  of  a  dicnlarhl*] 
ter,  and  accompanied  bj  the  Joomal,  to  the^fe] 
iater  and  veatiy  of  each  pariah,  and  to 
persona  aa  may  be  likely,  in  their  jwlgiiwl,  i 
promoto  the  intereet  of  the  chnreh. 

Contribationa  from  the  following 
were  received,  and  paid  into  tha  hands  af  Ifei] 
treaaorer,  viz. :— - 

t  a.  d. 

Bristol, 4  10  0 

Antrim,       ---...  8    00 

Cumberland,  .....  4100 

Bath, 4  10  0 

Wicomico,    .....  4  10  0 

Lancaster  (Christ  Charch),  4  10  0 
Henrico,      ......900 

Manchester,  .....  300 

Shelbume,  ---.-.  4  10  0 

Bruton, 4  10  0 

Bristol, 4  10  0 

Alexandria,   .....  4  10  0 


The  balance  before  on  hand, 


65  000 
too    6  1 


Now  in  the  treasury,  165    6  1 

Resolved,  That  SCO  copiea  of  the  Jooradbl 

printed,  under  the  auperintendence  of  the  BM 

William  H.  Wilmer  and  Mr.  Anthony  Cnata 
Reaolved,  That  the  Convention  do  now  il' 

joum,  to  meet  at  Richmond,  on  the  firat  Wadtai^ 

day  in  May,  in  the  year  1814. 
Adjourned. 

John  BxACKaN,  PreaideBt. 
Anthont  Cebasb,  Seuatiiy* 
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JautJud  of  «  Special  ConvfiUim  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia,  held  ai  tki 

Capitol  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  May  4/A,  1814. 


At  a  speciftl  meeting  of  tho  members  of  the 
CoDTeotion  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
of  the  State  of  Virginia,  bfeld  at  the  capitol  in 
the  city  of  Richmond,  on  Wednesday,  the  4th 
day  of  May,  1814, 

A  sufficient  number  of  members  appearing  to 
form  a  Convention,  Samuel  Greenhow  was  ap- 
pointed secretary ;  the  Convention  then  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  a  president,  and  the  Her. 
William  H.  Wilmcr  was  elected. 


On  motion,  it  was  Ordered,  That  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  examine  the  certificates  of  the 
appointment  of  the  clerical  and  lay  deputies; 
and  that  the  Rev.  Andrew  Syme,  the  Rev. 
Oliver  Norris,  Messrs.  David  Patteson,  and  John 
Adams,  be  that  committee  ;  which  committee  re- 
ported forthwith  the  following  members  to  be 
duly  appointed,  conformably  to  the  canons  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia,  vii.  :— 


Clerical  Deputies. 
The  Rev.  Oliver  Norris, 
The  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Wilmer, 
The  Rev.  Wm.  Meade, 


\ 


The  Rev.  J.  Cameron,  D.  D., 
The  Rev.  John  Dunn, 


The  Rev.  J.  Buchanan,  D.  D., 


The  Rev.  Andrew  Syme> 


Lay  Deputies. 
Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee, 
Dr.  Geo.  Thornton, 
Mr.  Wm.  Mayo, 
Wm.  Broadus, 
James  Hunter,       ) 
Thos.  Matthews,    ] 
Edward  M*Guire, 
Hugh  Mercer, 
David  Patteson, 
John  Buford, 
WUson  C.  Selden, 
Daniel  Carmichael, 
Baldwin  M.  Lee, 
Dr.  John  Adams, 
Richard  Stuart,   ) 
C.  J.  Dade,         ) 
Wm.  Cameron, 


Pariahee. 
Christ  Church,  Ala. 
Fairfax.  Do. 

Frederick. 
St.  Mark. 

St.  Anne. 

St.  George. 

Manchester. 

Cumberland* 

Shelburne. 

Washington. 

Henrico. 

St.  Paul. 

Bristol. 


All  of  whom  appeared  and  took  their  seats, 
except  Dr.  Wilson  C.  Selden,  the  lay  deputy 
from  Shelburne  parish. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  do 
read  the  standing  rules  for  regulating  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Conventions  of  this  diocess ; 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  revise  the  standing  rules  for  regu- 
lating the  proceedings  of  the  Conventions  ;  and 
the  following  gentlemen  were  ap[>ointed  to  form 
that  committee  :  The  Rev.  John  Buchanan, 
the  Rev.  Andrew  Syme,  the  Rev.  John  Dunn, 
Dr.  John  Adams,  Col.  Hugh  Mercer,  and  Mr. 
Edmund  J.  Lee. 

Dr.  John  Adams  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  vestry  of  the  Monumental  Church  in  the 
city  of  Richmond,  praying  the  right  of  represen- 
tation in  this  Convention  ;  which  was  received, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  by  the  secretary  ;  and  the 
same  was  accordingly  read  : — 

And  on  motion  made  and  seconded.  Resolv- 
ed, That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  of  the  ves- 
try of  the  Monumental  Church  in  the  city  of 
Richmond  be  granted,  and  that  the  deputies  ap- 
pointed by  that  vestry  be  invited  to  take  their 
seats  in  the  Convention  immediately. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  John  Dunn,  the 
Rev.  Andrew  Syme,  the  Rev.  William  Meade, 
the  Rev.  Oliver  Norris,  Col.  Hu(^h  Mercer,  £M- 
mund  J.  Lee,  Dr.  James  McClurg,  and  Dr. 
John  Adams,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  church  in  the  diocess, 
report  thereupon  to  the  Convention. 


Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention 
be  presented  to  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer, 
for  the  eloquent,  appropriate,  and  impressive  dis- 
course dehvered  in  the  Monumental  Church  thie 
morning. 

The  Hon.  John  Marshall  and  Dr.  James  Me 
Clurg  appeared,  presented  their  certificate  of  ap- 
pointment as  lay  deputies  of  the  Monumental 
Church  (which  was  received),  and  took  their 
seats  as  members  of  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  the  vestry 
of  the  Monumental  Church  of  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond, with  the  regulations  referred  to  therein, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  state  of  the  church. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  meet 
again  at  10  o*clock  A.  M.  on  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Miy  5,  1814. 

The  Convention  met  agreeably  to  adjonm-- 
meiit,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
John  Dunn. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  re- 
port on  the  state  of  the  church,  and  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  memorial  of  the 
Monumental  Church  as  prays  for  the  reception 
of  that  church  into  the  general  government 
of  this  diocess,  reported  sundry  resolutions  and 
recommendations,  which,  after  consideration  and 
amendments,  were  adopted,  as  follow : — 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial 
of  the  vesuy  of  the  Monumental  Church  is  rei^ 
sonable. 

And  the  same  committee  hiving  reported  • 


of  the  TMttyinen  aball  be  in  the  pew-bdldera 
of  each  ehurchee,  wbo,  in  the  number  and  time 
of  election  of  their  Tettrymen,  may,  until  tome 
general  regulation  be  made  on  this  lubjoct,  con- 
sult their  own  conTenience :  Providedi  That 
every  Testryman  hereafter  to  be  elected,  before 
he  acts  in  office,  shall  subscribe  in  the  vestry- 
book  of  his  church  to  be  conformable  to  the 
doctrine,  discipline,  and  worship  of  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
Amenea,  and  to  the  orders  and  canons  of  the 
laid  church  in  this  state. 

R/MolTed,  That  the  appointment  of  a  bishop 
for  this  diocess  is  highly  expedient  and  necessary 
for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  church. 

On  motion  made  and  seconded,  Resolved, 
That  the  Convention  proceed  immediately  to 
the  election  of  a  person  to  fiU  the  episcopate  in 
this  state. 

Dr.  James  McClurg  then  presented  a  certi- 
fied extract  from  the  vestry-book  of  the  Monu- 
mental Church  in  Richmond,  showing  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Rev.  Richard  Channing  Moore, 
D.  D.,  of  the  city  of  New- York,  to  the  rector- 
ihm  of  that  church. 

I  un  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  read 
•ondr^  letters,  exhibited  bv  members  of  the 
atandinff  committee,  from  Dr.  Moore  and  die 
Riflfat  Rev.  Bishop  Hobart,  which  was  accord- 
tnffhr  done. 

%.  Moore  was  nominated  to  fill  the  office  of 
bishop  in  this  state. 

No  other  person  being  in  nomination,  the 
Convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  bishop. 

The  Hon.  John  Marshall  and  Mr.  Edmund 
J.  Lee  were  appomted  to  count  the  ballots; 
who  rejportod,  That  there  were  twenty-three 
votes  (or  the  Rev.  Richard  Channing  Moore, 
and  one  vote  for  Dr.  John  Buchanan. 


George,  Westmoreland,  and  Eaan, 
be  eanestly  requested  to  aid  in  the  I 
and  advancement  of  the  object  of  tb 
resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  fdlowing  mbI] 
stitute  the  committees  required  by  tl 
olution,  and  that   the  secretary  do 
each  of  the  said  committees  a  co 
journals  of  this  Convention. 

For  the  city  of  Richmond — ^Tho  ' 
Marshall,  Dr.  James  McChug,  Mi 
Greenhow. 

For  Winchester— The  Rev.  Wi 
Mr.  Henry  St.  George  Tucker,  1 
Powell. 

For  the  city  of  Williamsbiirg — * 
John  Bracken,  the  Hon.  Robert  N 
Ferdinand  L.  Campbell. 

For  the  borough  of  Norfolk — Gene 
B.  Taylor,  Mr.  Littleton  W.  TkoeweS 
Nivison. 

For  Alexandria — Mr.  George  T> 
John  Muncaster,  Mr.  Daniel  McLean 

For  Fredericksburg — ^Mr.  Benjamii 
Hugh  Mercer,  Mr.  Robert  Lewis. 

For  Petersburg — ^Mr.  Robert  Bo 
Wm.  Moore,  Mr.  Wm.  Cameron. 

For  Lynchburg — Mr.  Charles  Job 
Wm.  Norvel,  CoT.  John  Wiatt. 

For  Leesburg— Dr.  Wilson  0.  8 
Henry  Claggett,  Dr.  Wm.  B.  1>ler. 

For  Martin8bur^--Mr.  Wm.  Prndi 
Elisha  Boyd,  Mr.  Raleich  Colston. 

For    Fairfax,   in    Culpepper  —  M 
Slaughter,  Mr.  Garland  xnooipson, 
Hansbrough,  jr. 

For  Manchester  parish — Mr.  Phil 
Mr.  Thomas  Branch,  Mr.  David  Psti 

For  Orange  county — Dr.  Francis 
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Church,  are  depriTed  of  the  means  of  worship- 
ping God  according  to  her  Tenerable  forms,  to 
the  great  onhsppiness  of  themselves,  as  well  as 
to  the  great  detriment  of  the  church  at  large  : 

ReaoWed,  therefore,  That  it  is  expedient  to 
raise  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  aiduig  in  the 
aupport  of  such  clergymen  of  piety  ana  talents 
aa  may  be  obtained,  to  perform  divine  service 
in  auch  districts  in  the  state  as  may  be  assigned 
them  by  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  clergy  and  vestry,  or  any 
influential  members  of  the  church,  in  the  several 
pariahes  in  this  state,  be,  and  are  hereby  re> 
queated,  to  use  their  best  endeavours,  either  by 
subacriptions  or  otherwise,  to  promote  this  ob- 
ject, and  to  forward  the  amount  of  the  sums 
thua  raised  to  the  treasurer,  at  or  before  the 
meetinff  of  the  next  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  church 
generally  are  hereby  most  earnestly  entreated 
to  consider  the  necessity  of  adopting  zealous 
maaaures  for  the  restoration  of  religion  among 
na ;  that  they  endeavour  to  manifest  their  grat- 
itnde  to  Almighty  Grod,  and  their  sense  of  the 
awful  importance  of  his  blessed  revelation ;  that 
they  consider  the  unspeakable  rewards  they  will 
receive  from  that  gracious  Master  to  whom  they 
belong ;  whose  goodness  demands  the  warmest 
returns  of  love,  duty,  and  obedience  ;  and  that 
tbey  will  contribute,  to  the  utmost  in  their 
power,  to  render  this  most  acceptable  service 
to  his  cauae. 

Reaolved,  That  the  deputies  of  this  diocess 
be  directed  to  use  their  mfluence  to  cause  the 
neat  General  Convention  succeeding  that  to  be 
hoklen  in  this  month  to  make  their  session  in 
the  city  of  Richmond,  or  at  some  place  conve- 
nient to  themselves,  and  as  near  to  the  city  of 
Richmond  as  that  convenience  will  admii  of. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
amendment  and  revision  of  the  rules  and  reg- 
ulations for  the  orderly  transaction  of  the  busi- 
neaa  of  the  Convention,  reported,  That  they 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  had  agreed  upon  the  following  : 

1st.  The  business  of  every  day  shall  be  intro- 
duced bv  prayer. 

2d.  When  the  president  takes  the  chair,  no 
momber  shall  continue  standing,  or  afterward 
atand  up,  unless  to  address  the  chair. 

8d.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the 
•ervice  of  the  Convention,  unless  he  have  leave 
of  absence,  or  be  unable  to  attend. 

4th.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in 
debate,  or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  Convention, 
he  ahall  riae  from  his  seat,  and,  without  advan- 
cing, shall,  with  due  respect,  address  himself  to 
the  president,  confining  himself  strictly  to  the 
point  in  debate. 

6th.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice 
in  the  aame  debate  without  leave  of  the  house. 

6th.  A  question  being  once  determined,  shall 
■tand  aa  the  judgment  of  the  Convention,  and 
ahall  not  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the 
•■me  aeaaion,  except  two  thirda  of  the  members 
pveaent  in  Convention  shall  consent  to  revise 
the  deeiaion. 

7th.  While  the  pieaident  is  putting  any  ques- 


tion, no  one  shall  hold  any  private  discourse, 
stand  up,  walk  into,  out  of,  or  acroas  the  houae, 
or  read  any  book. 

8th.  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  Con- 
vention when  any  question  is  put,  shall,  on  a  de- 
cision, be  counted,  unless  he  be  particularly  in- 
terested in  the  decision. 

9th.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  as  before 
the  house,  unless  it  be  seconded  and  reduced  to 
writing  when  required. 

10th.  After  the  Convention  is  formed  and  or- 
ganized, the  president  shall  call  for  the  parochial 
reports. 

1 1th.  After  calling  for  and  receiving  the  paro- 
chial reports,  the  canons  of  the  general  Con- 
vention, and  the  journals  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee, shall  be  read. 

12th.  Before  any  subject  is  taken  up,  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  three  clerical  and  three  lay 
deputies,  shall  be  appointed,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  general  state  of  the  church,  and 
report  thereupon. 

13th.  When  any  question  is  before  the  Con- 
vention, it  shall  be  determined  on  before  any 
thing  new  is  introduced,  except  the  question  for 
adjournment. 

14th.  The  question  on  a  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment shall  be  taken  before  any  other,  and  with- 
out debate. 

16th.  Wlien  the  Convention  is  to  rise,  every 
member  shall  keep  his  seat  until  the  president 
leaves  the  chair. 

16th.  All  subjects  brought  before  the  Conven- 
tion may,  on  application  of  any  members,  be 
acted  upon  in  the  committee  oi  the  whole,  be- 
fore they  are  finally  disposed  of. 

17th.  Whenever  a  quorum  of  the  delegatee 
haa  assembled,  they  shall  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  president,  and  appoint  a  committee  to 
examine  the  credentials  of  delegates,  and  report 
to  the  Convention. 

18th.  The  members  upon  committeea  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  Convention. 

Which  several  rules  were  approved,  and 
adopted  by  the  Convention. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Andrew 
Syme  and  Mr.  David  Patteson  be  a  committee 
to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer. 

That  committee  having  retired,  after  aome 
time  reported  the  treasurer's  accounts,  as  follows : 

The  Treasurer — to  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  Dr. 

1813,  May  26th.  /.   s.i. 
To  balance,                                           100    5  i 

"  Interest  one  year,  6    0  0 

1814,  May  5. 

To    Contribution   from   Cumberland 

Parish,  4  10  0 

"      do.     from  Bristol  do.  4  10  0 

"      do.      do.   St.  Paul's  Parish,  Al- 
exandria, 9    0  0 

"      do.      do.   Christ   Church,  Fair- 
fax Parish,  9     0  0 

"      do.      do.   St.  Mark's  Parfah,  4  10  0 

do.      do.  Monumental  Church  of 

Richmond,  4  10  0 


(1 


Amount  carried  forward, 


143    6  1 


^sIHl  :3t" 


•-^. 


ouM  vsiinoii  w  in4 


t  •.li. 

AflMDnt  Imacht  feviiud,  14S  6  1 

T»  Cootrilmtioii  nom  St  Qeorge*! 

PUuh,  4  10  0 

•«     do.    fiom  Henrico  Pariah,  4  10  0 

«     do.      do.  Fredfvick  Pariih,  for 

procuring  miniitert 
to  officiate  in  Ttcant 
jwriihee,  13  10  0 

*     do.      do.  Henrico  Pariih  for  do.  18  10  0 


Cr. 


178    6  1 


181S,  May  Slat  /.  «.  d. 

By  eaak  paid  doorkeeper,      0  6  0 

Sept  T. 

By  eaak  paid  carriaffe  of  Jonr^ 

nalafrom^Jezandria,0  8  0 

**  do.  paid  for  printing  SOO 

copieeof  Joumab,  6  0  0 

**  do.  paid  for  printiiig200 
copiea  of  Ciicular 
Letter,  8  8  0 


8  17  0 


Leavinff  in  the  handa  of  the  )      ,^0    01 
trea^rer  J      169    8  1 

Of  which  t7l.  ia  a  part  of  the  fond  for  aap- 
poiting  mniatera  in  Tacent  pariahea. 

RoMhred,  That  the  treaanrer'e  eeeoonts  paat. 

ReaolYed,  That  the  Rer.  William  Maade  be 
teqneated  to  deliver  a  ditcourte  in  the  Monumen- 
tal Choieh  in  thia  city,  at  the  hour  of  eleven  A.M. 
on  the  neit  Sabbath  day,  appropriate  to  the  oc- 
cacion  of  admitting  thai  church  mto  the  general 
church  of  thia  dioeeaa. 

The  Rer.  Dr.  Buchanan,  who  haa  executed 
the  dutiea  of  treaaurer  to  the  general  church  for 
nearly  thirty  yeara,  ur^ng  his  increased  years 
and  consequent  infirmity,  declined  a  reappoint- 
ment to  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  church  in 
the  diocess ; — and  thereupon,  on  motion  made 
and  aeconded,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the 
appointment  of  a  treasurer. 

Samuel  Greenhow  alone  waa  in  nomination 
on  an  order  to  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a 
treaaurer. 

The  Conrention  proceeded  to  elect  by  ballot 
a  treaaurer  for  the  church  ;  and  Samuel  Green- 
how  waa  unanimously  elected  to  fill  that  office. 

Reaolyed,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be 
appointed  as  the  standing  committee  of  the 
church  of  this  state  until  £e  next  Conveniion, 
and  until  a  new  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee shall  be  made  by  a  future  Convention, 
▼iz. :  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Wilmer,  the  Rev.  Oli- 
ver Norris,  the  Rev.  John  Duim,  the  Hon. 
Bushrod  Washinffton,  the  Hon.  Nicholaa  Fitz- 
hugh,  and  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee. 

On  motion.  The  proceedings  of  the  standing 
committee  were  read  by  the  aecretary. 

The  donation  and  sentence  of  consecration 
of  Chriat*a  Church,  in  Fairfax  parish,  by  the 
Riffht  Reverend  Thomaa  John  Claggett,  D.  D., 
biabop  of  the  Proteatant  Epiacopal  Church  of 
Maryland,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  recorded 
in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  puxpoaa  by 
iba  aaeiMaiy. 


Ordandt  That  ihim  hmk&i  mjjk 
Joomal  be  printed,  under  tha  mfmm 
of  the  aecretary ;  which  ahall  btf  dalK 
tha  atanding  commirtaa  or  tha  Coaw 
direct 

Reeolved,  That  the  Rev.  WH^m 
mer,  the  Rev.  Oliver  Noma,  tha  |k 
Dunn,  the  Rev.  William  Meedo.  and  0 
Mercer,  with  Mr.  George  Denaala,  Ue, 
McGuire,  and  Mr.  David  Pattaoon,  ba  ■ 
deputiea  to  repreeent  thia  dioeeaa  1*4 
era!  Convention  of  the  Prbteatait  1 
Church  of  the  United  Statee,  to  ba  1 
Philadelphia  on  the  third  Tneeday  of  th 
month.  * 

Ordered,  That  the.  treaaurer  do 
depuution  to  the  General  Coovi 
monial  or  teatimoniala  of  their 
represent  thia  dioeeaa  in  that  Coovenla 

Resolved,  That  the  treaaurer  do  pi 
deputiea  who  ahall  attend  the  Genenli 
tion  at  Philadelphia,  and  who  raaida 
north  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  eac^ 
of  fifVy  dollars ;  and  to  tboee  who  did 
that  Oonvention,  and  who  reaida  00  th 
aide  of  that  river,  the  aum  of  arTatj 
reapectively,  for  the  purpoee  of  dtffragv 
expenaea. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjmiraad, 
again  on  to-morrow,  at  10  o*elook  A.  1 

FtiDAT,  Mat  6th,  I8IC  . 

The  Convention  met  anaeably  I0  1 

ment,  and  waa  opened  with  prayer  I9  i 
Oliver  Norris. 

Resolved,  That  the  names  of  the -v 
returned  as  delegates  to  this  Conven 
called  by  the  secretary,  and  that  he  entt 
present  on  the  journal,  which  waa  don 
the  following  gentlemen  were  preaenL 
Clerical  Deputies — The  Rev.  Oliver 
the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Wilmer,  the  Rev 
Meade,  the  Rev.  John  Dunn,  the  Re' 
Buchanan,  D.  D. 

Lay  Deputies — Mr.  Edmund  J.  Li 
George  Thornton,  Mr.  William  Mayo,  Ml 
iam  Broadus,  Mr.  James  Hunter,  Mr.  1 
Matthews,  Mr.  Edward  McGuire,  Col 
Mercer,  Mr.  D.  Carmichael,  Mr.  BaU' 
Lee,  Dr.  John  Adams,  Mr.  Richard  S 
Mr.  Cadwallader  J.  Dade,  the  Hon.  Job 
shall,  Dr.  James  McClurg. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee,  V 
absence  from  the  Convention  for  ituM  d 
granted  to  Dr.  George  Thornton. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Coir 
be  returned  to  the  Kcv.  Dr.  John  Bucbai 
hia  long  and  faithful  services  as  treaaurei 
Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  V 
The.  Rev.  John  Dunn  having  reaigned 
pointment  of  yesterday  as  a  deputy  to  lha( 
Convention,  the  Rev.  Huffh  C.  Bog| 
appointed,  in  his  place,  a  deputy  to  re 
thu  dioeeaa  in  the  next  General  Conven 
Reaolved,  That  the  atanding  commil 
requeated  to  make  proviaion  ibr  the  deli 
a  diacouraa  on  the  maating  of  tha  naa 
vantioo. 


CONVENTION  OF  1814 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee,  ResoWed, 
That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Terision  of  the  constitution  and  canona  of  the 
church  do  particularly  report,  whether  any,  and 
what  amendmenta  should  be  made,  to  the  con- 
atitation  and  canon  concerning  the  offences  of 
mmiatera,  and  the  manner  of  trying  them. 

On  motion,  The  Convention  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  amendment  of  the  canon  concern- 
ing Conventions.  Dr.  John  Adams  was  called 
to  the  chair  :  After  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
committee  rose  ;  and  Dr.  Adams  reported.  That 
the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  un- 
der their  consideration  the  canon  aforesaid,  and 
had  directed  him  to  report  an  amendment,  which 
1m  was  readyto  do. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole  be  now  received ;  and  the  same  hav- 
ing been  considered,  the  Convention  adopted 
the  following  amendment  to  the  canon  concern- 
ing Conventiona. 

ISe  it  ordained,  That  the  second  canon  of  the 
church  of  this  state  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended,  by  adding  after  the  words,  "  to  be  an- 
noaUy  chosen  by  the  vestry,**  in  the  first  section, 
the  following  clause ;  '*  or,  where  there  be  no 
▼estry,  by  persons  who  may,  with  propriety,  be 
considered  as  members  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church,  duly  notified ;  and  the  election 
shall  be  ceniiSed  by  at  least  five  respectable 
members  of  the  church." 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  thanka  of 
this  Convention  be  returned  to  the  president 
and  secretary  for  their  attention  to  tne  order 
and  buainess  of  this  Convention  during  the 
present  session. 

No  farther  business  being  before  the  Conven- 

Tention,  on  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned,  to 

meet  again  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  May  next. 

Wm.  H.  Wilmb,  President. 

Attest,      Samucl  Greknuow,  Secretary. 


9iL — A  Canon  concerning  Conventions. 

1st.  There  shall  be  a  Convention  of  the 
Proteetant  Episcopal  Church  in  this  common- 
WMdth  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  May  in  every 
year,  in  such  place  as  shall  be  agreed  on  by  the 
Convention.  A  Convention  shall  consist  of 
two  deputies  from  each,  parish,  of  whom  the 
minister  shall  be  one,  if  there  be  a  minister, 
sod  the  other  shall  be  a  layman,  to  be  aimually 
chosen  by  the  veatry  ;  or,  where  there  be  no  ves- 


try ^  by  persons  vfho  may,  with  propriety,  be  eon- 
stdered  as  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  duly  notified;  and  the  election  shall  be 
certified  by  at  least  five  respectable  numbers  of 
the  church.  If  there  be  no  minister  in  any  par- 
ish, two  lay  deputies  shall  be  chosen.  I^ine 
deputies,  thus  qualified  or  a]^inted,  shall  be  a 
Convention.  Provided  always.  That  for  the 
altering  or  framing  of  a  canon,  fifteen  members 
at  least  sliall  be  necessary.  Provided  also,  That 
if  a  sufficient  number  to  form  a  Convention 
shall  not  attend  on  any  day,  any  five  members 
then  assembled  shall  have  power  to  adjourn. 

2d.  Special  Conventions  may  be  called  at 
other  times,  in  the  manner  hereafter  to  be  pro- 
vided for. 

dd.  Each  member  ahall,  on  taking  his  seat, 
deliver  in  to  the  secretary  of  the  Convention  a 
testimonial  of  his  being  regularly  qualified  or 
appointed,  signed  by  one  or  both  of  the  church- 
wardens, or  by  the  clerk  of  the  vestiy  of  the 
parish  he  represents. 

4th.  A  person  shall  preside  in  Convention 
with  the  name  of  president,  who  shall  always 
be  a  bishop,  when  there  is  one  present  properly 
consecrated  and  settled  in  the  church.  If  there 
be  no  bisliop  present,  the  Convention  shall  ap- 
point aome  other  member  of  their  body  presi- 
dent. If  there  be  more  bishops  than  one  in 
Convention,  they  shall  have  the  right  of  presi- 
ding in  rotation. 

5th.  A  secretary  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Convention,  who  shall  continue  m  office  during 
good  behaviour.  He  ahall  keep  a  record  of 
their  acts  and  proceedings,  and  have  the  cus- 
tody of  the  records,  so  long  as  he  shall  continue 
in  office. 

6th.  The  Convention  shall  establish  standing 
rules  for  the  preservation  of  decorum,  and  the 
orderly  management  of  business. 

7ih.  Conventions  shall  regulate  all  the  reli- 

?:ious  concerns  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
/hurch  within  this  state,  its  doctrines,  disci- 
pline, and  worship,  and  institute  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  the 
good  government  thereof,  and  the  same  revoke- 
and  alter  at  their  pleasure  :  Provided  always^ 
That  the  powers  hereby  declared  ahall  not  be 
so  construed  as  to  affect  any  powers  exclusively 
vested  in  the  General  Convention  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America. 

8th.  All  questions  before  the  Convention 
shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  votes. 
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CONVENTION  OF  1819. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  a  Cotnention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia^  rokkh 
assembled  in  the  City  tf  Richmond^  on  Tuesday ^  the  !i3dofMay,  1816. 


At  a  meeting  of  a  Convention  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  of  the  Slate  of  Virginia, 
held  at  tne  Monumental  Church  in  the  city  of 
Richmond,  on  Tuesday,  the  S3d  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  hord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen, 

A  sufficient  number  of  members  appearing  to 
form  a  Convention,  the  Right  lie  v.  I^ichard 
Channing  Moore,  D.  D.,  bishop  of  this  diocess, 
took  the  chair  as  president,  and  William  Mun- 
ford  was  appointed  secretary  to  this  Conven- 
tion. 

On  motion,  it  was  Ordered,  That  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  examine  the  certificates  of  the 
appointment  of  the  lay  deputies ;  and  that  the 
ICe?.  William  H.  Wilmer,  Dr.  James  McCIurg, 
the  Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  and  William 
Munford,  be  that  committee  ;  which  committee 
reported  forthwith  the  following  members  to  be 
duly  appointed,  conformably  with  the  canons  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia. 

Dr.  John  Adams,  for  Henrico  parish,  Henrico 
county ;  the  Hon.  Hugh  Nelson,  for  Fredericks- 
ville  parish,  Albemsrlc ;  Mr.  llobcrt  Slaughter, 
for  St.  Mark*s  parish,  Culpepper ;  Mr.  (Charles 
Page,  for  St.  PauPs  Church,  Alexandria ;  Mr. 
William  Pendleton,  for  Norbome  parish,  Berke- 
ley ;  Gen.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  for  fShelburne 
parish,  Loudoun  ;  Mr.  Samuel  Slaughter,  for  St. 
Stephen^s  Church,  Culpepper;  Maj.  Benjamin 
Dsy,  for  St.  George's  parish,  Fredericksburg ; 
the  Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  for  Christ 
Church,  Fairfax  parish,  Alexandria;  Mr.  John 
Buford,  for  Cumberland  parish,  Lunenburg ;  Mr. 
Samuel  Low  and  Dr.  Thomas  Henderson,  for 
Hamilton  parish,  Fauquier;  Mr.  Cadwaliader  J. 
Dade  and  Mr.  John  Stith,  for  St.  Paul's  pariah. 
King  George;  Mr.  David  Patteson  and  Mr. 
Matthew  Cheatham,  for  Manchester  parish, 
Chesterfield  ;  Dr.  Carter  Berkeley,  for  St.  Mar- 
tin's parish,  in  Hanover  and  JiOuisa ;  Mr. 
Thomas  G.  Allen,  for  A  quia  parish,  Stafford  ; 
Mr.  William  Cameron,  for  Bristol  j)arish.  Pe- 
tersburg ;  Mr.  Ferdinand  Campbell,  for  Bruton 
parish,  Williamsburg. 

All  of  whom  appeared  and  took  their  seats, 
except  Mr.  Matthew  Cheatham,  the  lay  deputy 
for  Manchester  pan.sh. 

For  reasons  appearing  to  the  Convention,  Mr. 
Laurence  T.  Dade  was  also  admitted  to  a  seat 
as  lay  deputy  for  St.  Thomas  parish,  in  Orange 
county  ;  Mr.  WiUiam  Mayo  as  lay  deputy  for 
Frederick  parish  ;  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Allen,  jr., 
as  lay  deputy  for  St.  Andrew's  parish,  in  the 
county  of  JcJferson. 

The  following  clerical  deputies  appeared  and 
took  their  seats  in  this  Convention,  viz. : — 

The  Rev.  John  Cameron,  D.  I).,  Cumberland 
parish ;  the  Kev.  John  Buchanan,  D.  D.,  Hen- 
rico parish;  the  Rev.  John  Dunn,  Shclbume 
parish  ;  the  Rev.  Andrew  Syme,  Bristol  parish  ; 
the  Rev.  John  WooHvillf»,  St.  Mark's  parish  ; 
the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer,  St.  Paul's  Church,  ; 
AJwtamiria ;  the  Rev.  WUiiam  Meade,  Freder- 


ick parish ;  the  Rev.  Oliver  Norris,  Christ 
Church,  Alexandria;  tho  Rer.  Edward  G. 
M'Guire,  St.  George's  parish ;  the  Rev,  Will- 
iam King,  Staunton  parish ;  the  R«t.  Alex- 
ander Hay,  Antrim  parish,  Halifax  ;  the  Rev. 
Hugh  C.  i3oggs,  Berkeley  parish,  Spotsylvania; 
the  Rev.  John  Philips,  St.  Martin's  parish ;  the 
Rev.  W^illiam  Hawley,  St.  Stephen's  Church, 
Culpepper. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  read  the  stand- 
ing rules  for  regulating  the  proceedings  of  the 
Conventions  of  this  diocess ;  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  William  Meade,  the 
Rev.  Ohver  Norris,  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wil- 
mcr,  the  Rev.  Andrew  Syme,  the  Hon.  Bush- 
rod Washington,  Gen.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  and 
Mr.  William  Mayo,  be  a  committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  church  in  the 
diocess,  and  report  thereupon  to  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Hugh  C.  Boggs,  the 
Rev.  John  Woodville,  Maj.  Benjamin  Day,  and 
Dr.  John  Adams,  be  a  conunittec  to  examine  the 
parochial  reports. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  several  printers  of 
newspapers  in  this  city,  and  request  them  not 
to  publish  any  proceedings  of  this  Convention 
but  such  as  the  said  committee  shall  assure 
them  to  be  correct ;  and  that  Dr.  John  Adams 
and  Mr.  William  Mayo  be  that  committee. 

Tlie  Convention  beinfr  informed  that  Samuel 
Greenhow,  late  treasurer  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  this  diocess,  has  departed  this  life, 
I'rocceded  to  the  appointment  of  a  successor; 
whereupon 

William  Munford,  being  the  only  person  nom- 
inated, was  duly  elected  treasurer. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of 
this  Convention  be  presented  to  the  Right  Rev. 
Bishop  Mooro,  for  the  evangelical  and  eloquent 
discourse  delivered  by  him  m  the  Monumental 
Church  this  morning  ;  and  that  he  be  requested 
to  favour  the  Convention  with  a  copy  thereof 
for  publication. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  meet 
again  at  the  capitol,  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  to- 
morrow. 

Wednesday,  May  24,  1815. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  ihe  Rev. 
William  Meade. 

The  following  lay  deputies  produced  certifi- 
cates of  their  appointments,  which,  being  ex- 
amined by  the  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, were  found  conformable  to  the  canons  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia, 
viz.  : — 

Mr.  Robert  W.  Carter  and  Mr.  John  Tayloe 
I/Omax,  for  Lunenburg  parish,  Richmond 
county  ;  Mr.  Peter  Presley  (?ox  and  Maj.  John 
Turberville,  for  Cople  parish,  Westmoreland 
county  ;  and  Dr.  James  McClurg,  for  the  Testiy 
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of  the  Monumental  Chureb  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond. 

The  Rer.  OliTer  Norris,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  by  a  resolve  of  the  Con- 
▼ention  of  the  5th  of  Maj,  1814,  the  subject  of 
revising  and  condensing  the  constitntion  and 
canons  of  this  church,  reported,  That,  according 
to  order,  the  said  committee  had  taken  the  sul^ 
ject  referred  to  them  into  consideration,  and  had 
agreed  npon  a  revision  of  the  constitution  and 
canons  or  this  diocess,  which  he  now  laid  be- 
fore the  Convention. 

The  constitution  and  canons,  as  revised  by  the 
Hud  committee,  were  then  read  by  the  secre- 
tary, and,  on  motion,  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  house. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  the  Hon. 
Hugh  Nelson  in  the  chair— and  after  sometime 
■pent  therein,  the  president  resumed  the  chair, 
tad  Mr.  Nelson  reported,  That  the  committee  of 
the  whole  house  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  consideration  the  revised  constitution  and 
canons  to  them  referred,  and  agreed  to  sundry 
amendments  thereto,  which  he  delivered  in  at  the 
■ecretary's  table,  together  with  the  said  revisal. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  same  do  lie 
upon  the  tahle  until  to-morrow. 

The  Rev.  William  Meade,  from  the  conmiit- 
toe  on  the  state  of  the  church,  made  a  report  in 
part,  which,  for  reasons  appearing  to  the  Conven- 
tion, was  ordered  to  be  reconmiitted  to  the  same 
committee. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  gentlemen 
charged  with  parochial  reports  deliver  them  to 
the  Rev.  Hugh  C.  Boggs,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  such  reports ;  and 
that  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to  report 
to  the  Convention  the  substance  thereof  m  \ 
condensed  form. 

On  motion,  leave  of  absence  from  the  Con- 
vention, for  the  remainder  of  this  day,  was 
granted  to  the  Rev.  William  King. 

The  Canons  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Charch  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
established  by  the  General  Convention,  were 
then  read  by  the  secretary,  in  obedience  to  the 
11th  standing  rule  for  regulating  the  proceed- 

%of  the  Conventions  of  this  diocess. 
le  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  of  the  church  of  this  state  were 
hid  before  the  Convention  by  the  Rev.  William 
H.  Wilmer,  and  read  by  the  secretary. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  John 
Bachanan  and  Dr.  John  Adams  be  appointed 
a  committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
late  treasurer,  and  report  thereupon  to  this 
Convention. 

The  donation  and  sentence  of  consecration 
of Church,  in  the  town  of  Petersburg, 

5r  the  Riffht  Rev.  Richard  Channing  Moore, 
,  D.,  bishop  of  this  diocess,  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  recorded  by  the  secretary. 

The  president  laid  before  the  Convention  a 
letter  from  Dr.  John  Augustine  Smith,  Preai- 
doDt  of  William  and  Mary  College,  which  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  fommiU 
100  oa  the  atata  of  tho  church. 

O 


And  then  the  Convention  adjonmed,  to  met 
again  on  to-morrow,  at  9  o'clock  A.  M. 

THUK80AT,  Mat  Sftth,  1815. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjonm 
ment,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rei 
WiUiam  Meade. 

Mr.  Matthew  Cheatham,  one  of  the  lay  dep 
utics  for  Manclvpater  pariah,  appeared  and  too] 
hia  seat  in  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Alexander  Hay, 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  subjec 
of  the  parochial  reporta  be  discharged  from  th« 
farther  consideration  thereof ;  that  the  aait 
reporta  be  read  by  the  aecrctazy,  and  inserted  ii 
the  Journal. 

The  same  were  accordingly  delivered  in  b] 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  read  by  thi 
aecretary. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer 

Resolved,  That  the  vote  for  inserting  the  saic 

reports  in  the  Journal  be  reconsidered,  and  thai 

the  same  be  again  committed  to  the  aaid  commit 

tee,  with  instructions  to  report  the  substanci 

thereof  to  the  Convention  in  a  condenaed  form 

The  Revised  Constitution  and  Canona  of  the 

Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  this  state  wen 

then  taken  up,  with  the  amendments  thereto 

proposed  by  the  ciMnmittee  of  the  whole  house, 

And  the  said  amendments,  on  questions  sev' 

erally  put  thereupon,  were   agreed  to  by  the 

Convention. 

The  constitution  waa  farther  amended ;  and 
thereupon.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  thi 
said  constitution,  as  amended,  be  adopted  and 
established  as  the  constitution  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocess  of  Virginia. 

The  canons  were  also  farther  amen£d,  and 
agreed  to  as  amended. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Hugh  Nelson, 
Resolved,  That  the  vote  of  this  Convention 
agreeing  to  the  said   canons  be  reconsidered, 
and  that  the  same  be  again  committed  to  a  comp- 
mittee  of  the  whole  house. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  bouse,  the  Hon. 
Hugh  Nelson  in  the  chair;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  president  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported.  That  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  consideration  the  canona  to 
them  referred,  and  agreed  to  sundry  amend- 
ments thereto,  which  he  delivered  in  at  tho 
secretary's  table,  together  with  the  said  canona. 
The  said  amendments  being  read,  were,  on 
questions  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  Convention ;  and  the  canons  were  farther 
amended,  on  motion. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  said  canona, 
as  amended,  be  approved  and  establiahed  as  tho 
Canons  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  Diocess  of  Virginia :  Provided,  That  the 
6ih,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  canons  shall  not  take 
effect  until  after  the  rising  of  the  next  Conven- 
tion finr  the  said  diocess. 

On  motions  severally  made,  leave  of  abseneo 
Sn  tho  remainder  of  the  aession  of  this  Con- 
granted  to  Msj.  Benjamin  Day,  Mr* 
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Robert  Slaughter,  the   Rer.  John  Woodville, 
Mr.  CharlcB  Page,  and  Mr.  William  Cameron. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow morning,  9  o'clock. 

FiiDAY,  May  26ih,  1815. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjoorn- 
ment,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
William  Hawley. 

Mr.  Meade,  from  the  committee  on  the 
■tate  of  the  church,  presented  a  report,  which 
wai  read,  as  follows  ; — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  state 
of  the  church  report,  That  Evan  Ragland,  de- 
ceased, late  of  ttie  county  of  Halifax,  in  this 
state,  did,  by  his  last -will  and  testament,  dated  the 
4th  of  June,  1814,  devise  to  the  President  and 
Professors  or  Masters  of  WiUiam  and  Marv  Col- 
lege, and  to  their  successors,  a  tract  of  land  lying 
in  the  said  county,  together  with  five  negroes,  in 
trust,  for  the  mamtenance  of  a  minister  or  min- 
isters of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  >^ithin 
the  parish  of  Antrim  in  tlic  said  county;  and 
also,  in  trust,  to  raisp  therpout  the  sum  of  eighty 
dollars  per  annum  during  the  term  of  fifteen  years, 
and  annually  thereafter  the  aiini  of  one  hundred 
dollars  for  ever,  to  be  appropriated,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  President  and  Professors  or  Mas- 
ters of  William  and  Mary  College,  as  a  fund  to 
be  applied  towards  defraying  the  general  expenses 
of  the  church  in  this  ^iate,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  bishop  and  standing  committee  thereof,  or  of 
the  Convention  of  this  state,  in  case  there  should 
be  no  bishop  or  sunding  committee. 

Your  committee  further  report,  that  the  title  to 
the  land  so  devised  is  disputed  by  the  heirs  of 
the  said  Evan  Kagland,  the  testator;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  the  Rev.  Alexander  Ilay.  the 
present  incuinl)ent  of  tho  church  in  the  parish  of 
Antrim,  hait  been  com{)ollcd  to  institute  a  suit  in 
the  Court  of  Chancory  ajrainst  the  hoirs  of  the 
said  testator  and  the  truste<>R  nanuHl  in  the  said 
will,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  benefit  of 
the  same,  so  lar  as  he  is  interost(>d  ;  to  wlurh 


consideration,  and  recommend  to  the  Couf 
tion  the  following  resolution  :— 

Resolved,  That  the  bishop  and  atandiiigco^ 
mitiee  be  requested  to  ascertain  what  practice 
ble  mode  can  be  devised  to  that  effect ;  and  tkrt 
they  be  authorized  to  adopt  measures  fcr  iht 
promotion  of  an  object  of  so  great  magmtod^ 
and  which  may,  under  the  blesaing  of  Uod.  to 
prodiyctive  of  the  most  beneficial  conieqpcnea^ 

The  resolutions  of  the  said  committee,  on  iht 
subject  of  the  devise  from  E^an  Ragland,  d^ 
ceased,  and  in  relation  to  the  proposed  sst^ 
lisliment  of  a  theological  professorship  in  iht 
College  of  William  imd  Mary,  were,  on  qii» 
tions  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  Iht 
Convention. 

Mr.  Boggs,  from  the  committee  on  the  n^ 
ject  of  the  parochial  reports,  presented  aital^ 
ment  containing  the  substance  thereof  in  a  cofr 
densed  form ;  which  statement  was,  on  moOB^ 
ordered  to  be  recommitted ;  was  aftcnnri 
again  reported  from  the  same  committee  wiA 
amendments  ;  and,  being  so  amended,  was  in- 
proved  by  the  Convention,  and  ordered  to  M 
inserted  in  the  Journal,  as  follows  : — 

The  following  condensed  report  of  the  pi» 
chuil  returns,  ex nibiting  a  %-iewof  the  state  oCAl 
Episcopal  Churches  in  Fredericksburg;  in  A» 
trim  parl^h.  Halifax  county ;  in  Sbelbnme  paiii^ 
LfOndoun  county  ;  in  Hamilton  parish,  Faoqinr 
county ;  in  the  congregations  ot  Dumfries  ari 
Aquia,  Prince  William  county;  in  Comberioi 
parish ;  in  the  parishes  of  Norbome  and  St  i» 
drews  ;  in  the  parish  of  Frederick ;  in  the  w 
ishes  of  Hardy  and  Hampshire;  in  the  psiimM 
of  Manchester  and  Bristol ;  of  Derkeley,  in  Alt 
comity  of  s>i>otsylvnn)a ;  of  the  church  in  Alex- 
andria ;  in  tlie  parish  of  l^unenburg ;  in  that  of 
St.  Paul,  in  the  county  of  King  George ;  in  dii 
parish  of  »St.  Martin's  m  Hanover  county;  sod 
HI  that  of  Cople,  Westmoreland  county,  is  lud 
l>efore  the  Ccnvrntion  of  the  Protestant  Epi^ 
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suit   the  Right   Rev.  Bishop  of  this  diocess  is  ;  copal  Church,  assembled  in  the  city  of  RichmoMi, 
made  a  party  defendant.  in  May,  1^15,  by  the  committee  appointed  to  ex- 

Your  committee,  after  such  inquiries  as  it  has'  ^mino'tho  paro<:hial  reports. 
been  in  their  power  to  make  in  relation  to  the  i      The  n'j.orl  from  the  church  in  Fredericksboif, 
▼slue  of  the  property  char^»ed  as  aforesaid,  with    from    Shelburne   parish,  from  Hamilton  pwish, 
the  bequest   made  in  favour  of  the   Protestant    from  the  cr.ngrei?ations  of  Dumfries  and  of  Aquia, 
Episcopal  Church  of  this  slate  as  aforesaid.  an<i    from  the  parishes  of  Norlwrne  and  St.  Andrews, 
also  to  the  title  to  the  land  so  devised,  are  clearly    from  the  church  in  Winchester,  Irom  the  parishes 
of  opmion  that  all  proper  means  should  be  imme-    of  Hardy  and  Hainiwhire,  and  from  St.  Martin's, 
dialely  pursued  for  pecurinsj  to  ihe  church  the    i;,  favourable.     The  spirit  of  religion  is  increasinf; 
benetit  of  the  aforesaid  bequest ;  and  liiat  the  et-    many   are   zealously  attached   to  the   Episcopal 
penses  which  may  be  necessanly  mcurretl  m  as-  ■  rimrch.  and  are  making  exertions  to  support  hff 
sertmg  the  nght  of  the  church  ouj?hl  to  be  defray-    or.linances.    The  stale  of  the  church  in  Anlna 
ed  out  of  the  funds  belonging  to  the  .*aid  church,  |  parish  is  discouraging  in  the  extreme.     The  tire 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Convention  of  this  state.       i  churches  in  the  parish  of  Manchester  are  ia  t 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  it  be  the  duty  of  ;  state  of  decay.  Ktlalive  to  Bristol  parish,  then 
the  standing  committee,  under  the  direction  of  i  i?  nothing  particularly  nieniione<l,  except  thai,  ■» 
the 


rinf 

saia  ofquesi,  i..«uc  I,,  mi  .«Yuur  uv  iiir  win  oi  ,  ,„„re  than  thebapli.... - 

the  said  Evan  Kagland  :  and  to  draw  upon  the .  tjrcn  and  ten  negro  children,  the  bunsl  of  nW 
treasurer  of  the  said  church,  from  time  to  time,  j  grown  persons  and  lour  children,  and  the  mn- 
for  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  for  defray-  j  riage  of  three  couple.  The  report  of  Mr.  Will- 
ing the  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  in  the  I  iam  King  shows  that  he  has  been  uruble  to  flf* 
discharge  of  this  duty  !  f^a'n/e  a  church  in  Staunton.     I'he  number  of 

The  committee  to  whom    was   referred  the    communicants  in  the  l>^o  ^ongregations  in  Wn- 

R..«.  ^  ;.;««  f^^rv^  .1.-.  T>-«  ;  I  .  r  w;ir «j  i  Chester  is  between  80  and  «K).  In  &he  bume  psr- 
oposilion  from  the  President  of  W  illiam  and !  j.^  ^^^^  y^^^.^  ^^^  f^„^  baptisms,  five  funeSlt. 
lary  College,  on  the  expediency  of  providing  a  i  j^^  number  of  communicants  is  twenty.  In  tbs 
sum  for  the  support  of  the  theological  chair  in  church  of  Fredericksburg  the  number  of  comnO' 
that  institution,   have   taken  the  subject  intojnicanuiiupwardsof  sixty;  the  baptisms  laatyctf 
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mn  Iburtaen,  the  muriagei  fixir,  and  the  number 
<^  fanenls  ten.  Since  the  induction  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hay,  the  number  of  baptiama  haa  been  annu- 
•Uy  b^ween  thirty  or  foity,  marriagea  two  or 
Ihne.  The  Episcopal  Church  in  the  county  of 
Fbuqaier  is  in  a  very  proaperoua  condition.  A 
•Uoog  diapoaition  haa  been  lately  manifeated,  by 
the  members  of  the  church  in  that  county,  for  the 
obtainment  of  religious  knowledge.  The  attach- 
ment of  the  maas  of  the  community  to  our  church 
ia  atrong  and  ardent  The  numt^r  of  communi- 
canta  upon  occasional  celebrations  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  last  year  was  thirty ;  and  an  increase  of 
communicants  is  expected.  From  the  liberal  zeal 
of  the  members  or  the  church,  recently  mani- 
iSsated  by  pecuniary  contributions,  the  pleasing 
expectation  is  entertained  that  a  sullicient  number 
of  churches  will  soon  be  in  repair.  The  church 
in  Alexandria  is  in  an  improving  state.  The 
churches  are  in  good  order.  There  is  among  the 
members  of  the  church  an  increase  of  evangelical 
piety.  The  number  of  communicants  is  about 
two  hundred,  the  baptisms  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty.  In  the  pariah  of  Cople  the  number  of  com- 
monicants  is  considerable,  and  an  earnest  desire  is 
manifeated  among  the  people  to  revive  the  church. 
A  hope  ia  confidently  entertained,  that  soon  the 
Ibnner  character  of  the  church  in  that  parish  will 
be  aupported,  by  making  provision  for  the  penua- 
nent  and  respectable  establishment  of  a  minister. 

The  report  from  the  parish  of  St.  Paul,  King 
Oeoi^pe  countv,  states,  tnat  the  church  is  falling 
to  ruin ;  that  there  are  no  funds  for  the  support  ol 
a  paator ;  but  that,  however,  of  late,  a  spirit  of 
leugion  ia  revivinc  in  the  parish,  and  Mr.  Keith, 
who  officiates  on  alternate  Sundays,  has  large  con- 
gregatiooa.  In  the  parish  of  Lunenburg,  many 
versona  are  sincerely  attached  to  the  church. 
No  doubt  is  entertained  but  that  the  congregation 
will  be  sufficiently  numerous  to  affi>rd  a  compe- 
tent aupport  to  a  minister.  In  the  church  of  the 
dty  of  Richmond,  much  attention  is  given  to  di- 
vine worship.  The  number  of  communicants  is 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and  the  number 
of  prayer-books  is  increased. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Samuel  Low,  Resolved, 
That  the  11th  canon,  establiahed  yesterday,  be 
reconaidered : 

The  said  canon  waa  amended,  on  Mr.  Pat- 
teaon^a  motion,  and  agreed  to  as  amended. 

Reaolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be 
appointed  the  standing  committee  of  the  church 
of  this  state  until  the  next  Convention,  and 
ontil  a  new  appointment  of  a  standing  commit- 
tee aball  be  made  by  a  future  Convention,  viz.  : 
the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer,  the  Rev.  Oliver 
Norris,  the  Rev.  John  Dunn,  the  Hon.  William 
CFanch,  and  Edmund  J.  Lee,  Esq. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Hugh  Nelson, 

The  following  canon  was  added  to  the  can- 
ona  revised  and  establiahed  by  the  present  Con- 
Tention,  viz.  : — 

The  canons  and  constitution  heretofore 
adopted  by  the  former  Conventions  of  this 
state,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  repealed. 

Reaolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  Conven- 
tion be  requested  to  transmit  aimually  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Conventions  of  this  diocese  to 
the  aecretaries  of  the  Conventions  of  the  aeveral 
■tatea,  and  to  request  of  them  to  send  in  return, 
annually,  the  journala  of  their  aeveral  Conveo- 
tiooa. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jamea  McChirg, 


Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  re-enacting  the  canon 
of  the  laat  Convention  concerning  the  Monu- 
mental Church  in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Dr.  Jameo 
McClurg,  the  Rev.  Wilham  H.  Wilmer,  and 
Dr.  John  Adams ;  and,  after  some  time,  Dr. 
McClurg  reported  thereupon.  That,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  said  committee,  a  canon  ought  to  be 
establiahed,  in  addition  to  the  canons  enacted 
yesterday  ;  which  additional  canon  he  delivered 
in  at  the  secretary's  table.  The  aame  beinff 
read,  waa  agreed  to  by  the  Convention,  and 
ordered  to  be  inserted  as  the  twelfth  in  the 
list  of  canons. 

Dr.  John  Adams,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  the  accounts  of  the  late  treasurer  were 
referred,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  as 
follows : — 

Samuel  Greenhowy  late  treasurer  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia^  in  eo- 
count  with  said  church,  Dr. 

1814,  May  6. 

To  cash  received  of  the  Rev.  John 
Buchanan,  hia  predecessor  in  office, 
for  the  general  fund,  |270 

To  do.  received  of  do.  for  the  mia- 

sionaiy  fund,  90 

May  11. 

To  do.  received  of  do.  in  full  of  the 
balance  reported  to  the  Convention 
as  being  in  his  hands,  204  68 

$664  68 

1814,  May  6.  Cr. 

By  cash  paid  the  following  dep- 
uties to  the  General  Conven- 
tion, viz.  : 

Edward  G.  McGuire,  $70 

Hugh  Mercer,  70 

Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer,  60 

**      Oliver  Norris,  60 

**      William  Meade,  60 

To  do.  paid  the  doorkeeper  for 
attendance  during  the  Con- 
vention, 1 

May  10. 

By  cash  paid  Mr.  George  De- 
neale,  a  deputy  to  the  General 
Convention,  60 

May  18. 

By  cash  paid  Fitzwhylsonn  and 
Potter,  for  four  blank  books, 
and  a  ream  of  paper  to  print 
the  journal  on,  26 

May  19. 

By  cash  paid  for  printing  and 
stitching  300  copies  of  the 
Journal  of  Convention,  24 

July  4. 

By  cash  paid  Thomaa  Ritchie  for 
publishing  notice  of  Conven- 
tion to  be  holden  in  May,  1814,     1  76 


Balance  due, 


891  76 
$172  9$ 


H^  M,  ISIS. 

faJjHJ,  Tbu  ib«  Mid  i^ort  bamprand. 

Ob  BotieB,  Iha  CoavaiioB  pracMM  to  liw 


OuAtm,  hf  bdtot,  of  MagUM  to  lb*  Omnal 
C—illwi  of  ths  ntMrtut  I^MCoad  Ctrarcli 

lA^— pan  lb*  fUrw.  WiUUm  H.  WiIbmt,  IIm 
Sot.  WSkm  M«Bd«,  Um  Rn.  Williun  Haw- 

r,  Oan.  Cbariaa  F.  Moeer,  tha  Hoo.  Hn^ 


In,  Oan.  Cbariaa  F.  Mace 
H^aa,  aod  Doctor  John  / 


u  haa<l«,  Ih 


I  of  Ihe  Rar.  William  H.  Wilmo)-, 
.  That  a  commitMa  be  anoiBMl  to 
aitkli  W  ba  addad  to  tba  cooatito- 
tiM  in  whtiod  to  Ibe  offica  of  tnoaorar. 

Aid»o«MWit>«o  waa  tppaiDLad  of  tba  Rar. 
inilNn  H.  WilmoT  and  tba  Hon.  Hugh  Nal- 
MB,  lAo  pintnd  and  nnortad  an  Biticl^  which 
WMi  nad  and  agtaad  to  b;  iba  Coovaotioii,  and 
wdand  to  ba  ioaaMod  •■  tba  9Lb  aiticla  in  tha 
ooaatitation  far  Iha  BOrenimaBt  of  tha  Pnitaat- 
nt  ^J-™r*'  Ciuuck  in  ihia  dtoeaaa. 

Hm  Right  Hot.  fiiahop  Moore  dollTered  to 
Ihia  ConrentioD  an  addreas  on  the  atate  of  the 
church  ;  which  being  hearil, 

KwlTBd,  uauumouaty,  That  the  Ihanka  of 
the  CoDTsnlian  be  pntKntwl  to  the  Right  Rei. 
Bichud  Chiaaing  Moors,  D.  D.,  for  hia  excel- 
lent addreu  thia  day  deliTamd  ;  and  thai  the 
nma  be  inMited  in  Ihe  Joumul  ^  which  add»H 
ia  in  the  ftdlowiDa  wordi : — 

Brethim, — li  become*  my  duty,  bj  Tirlae  of 
the  ciDon  of  the  General  CoovenlioD,  to  laj 
before  you  a  view  of  tha  alale  of  the  church  in 
thii  duKiH.  At  my  reaideoce  in  Viiginia  hsa 
been  of  ahott  duratino,  it  cannot  be  auppoaed 
that  I  could  hiTC  poateaied  myself  of  informa- 
tion very  general  in  ila  nature.  The  niila- 
tiona,  however,  which  [  have  made,  though  very 
cirtumKribed,  have  enabled  me  to  form  some 
view  of  the  atata  of  our  eccleaianical  coocema, 
and  from  that  view  I  ihinh  myaelf  justified  in 


diacov 


imated  w 


pie  to  repair  the  waale  pkcet  of  our  Zi 
to  reitore  Ihe  church  of  their  faihen  to  it* 
primitive  purilj  and  aicellenco.  I  have  found 
their  minda  alive  to  lbs  Irulha  of  religion,  and 
have  diacovered  an  attachment  lo  our  excellent 
liturgy  exceeding  my  utmoit  eipectationa.  I 
have  witneued  •  aenuhility  lo  divine  thing* 
bordering  on  the  ipirit  of  fOapel  liroea.  I  have 
aeon  congragatiotu,  upon  the  menlion  of  that 
flory  which  once  irradiated  with  ita  boama  the 


lW%Mldlk  rita  of  confinaaiion,  wbid 

bara  afclWJtai  lA  in  uvonl  poriabea,  was 
eanad  bf  paapk  of  all  age*  wilh  Ihe  peal 
jof,  and  a  gmwit  pimci)>le  of  onion  and  u 
nan  thou  occaiioni  nnivenailt  ct 
nmiea  which  have  been  it  '—• 

bd  for   many  yean,  wUi 

wirmeal    fiieoda  of  Ih* 
ifld  il  lo  hare  been  the  aleifef 

.  two  inwancea,  been  awakaMO 
■t  BiBto  of  torpor  in  which  they  wen  i^ 
vohvd,  aod  have  atisea  in  all  Ihe  vigoai  of  gaK 
fact  baallh.  The  jrounger  clergy  of  lUa  (U 
caaa,  who,  bnm  iheir  youth  and  apiritud  all 
meDta,  aia  hM  cjuiJienl  for  the  gloiiaaa  ■ 
hava  aiaitad  Ibemseiiea  in  a  manner  ' 
tha  OMWt  boDOUable  mention.  They 
ried  tba  alandiir)  of  the  Lord  Jeai 
Ihmigfa  a  coDaidenblc  portjoo  of  this  ehuidj 
tbeyhavegooBoijiinioihehi^wayiandl  ~ 
preachinE  Iba  truth*  of  ihair  DtviM  1 
and  by  thaiT  batj  ronranalkn  wilb  Aa 

bava  adontad  the  gospel  of  COiriM.    Al 

of  tbair  elder  brethren,  thoHb  prmual  If  I 
ftom  saing  tba  nme  naotmn,  Imva  MM 
whb  edetily,  and  roniribotad  Ihaii  bai 
la  pramote  that  vioik  which  baa  baea 
tad  to  tbaii  baodi  The  lah;  ban  bai 
Ij  aaaiduonain  the  discharge  of  thai  dMr]S 
bat  to  their  aUtiaD—tha  dat^  of  pwwitef 
the  miaiatera  ef  religion.  May  Haavcn  raau, 
tbem  fat  tbair  labour*  of  love ;  and  may  nw| 
cnp  of  cold  water  whifh  they  hare  ginn  H  ( 
diaerple,  in  the  tame  of  a  diicipla,  recoire  a  te^ 
cipln  s  reward. 

The  members  of  the  church  in  tbia  cilj, 
brcthrrn,  deserve  my  sincereit  thank*,  for  Ibl 
friendehip,  aAeclion,  and  mdulgec  

their  marked  aniJ  i-'jiiiiniieii  lendi 

seniibdilies  whi.  u  ,„icm  our  nalura.  I  ban 
found  m  tbem  nn!  ^jinv  inends,  but  brothen 

a  solicitude  boyonii  my  eipectaiions  ;  theyhaia 
■nlicipited  my  every  want ;  Ihej  bare  die- 
charged  the  duly  of  the  moat  affe  ''  -  " 
dren  lowarda  their  spirilual  father. 

I  have  admilted  within  the  peal  year,  la 
candidalea  fo^  Ihe  miniairy,  Mr.  Geovg*  K 
Norlon,  Benjamin  Allen,  Jr.,  Thomaa  Q.  AOi^ 
and  Samuel  Low.  I  hsie  licensed  as  lay  ntt- 
ers.  Mr.  Benjamin  Allen,  Thomas  AUen,  lb 
Keith,  and  Thomss  Henderson.  1  have  ai- 
milted  to  the  order  of  deacon,  Mr.  Edward  G. 
M'Guire  and  John  P.  Philips  ^  and  to  lb*  Oid« 
of  priesthood,  Ibe  Rev  William  Hawley.  I 
have  held  a  conlirmaliDn  in  Ibe  cburcb  of  jOta- 
andria,  at  which  \i\i~:e  upwards  of  lilW  panMi 
recrired  that  hcl>  rue  1  have  hejd  a  caWto- 
ation  in  Culpeppir,  when  opwarda  of  ai*^,  ml 
in  Fauquier,  wWinipYvanli of  Gny,iec«nadM  j 
rite.  I  have  viailpd  and  consecrated  tba  ftatb  j 
at  Petersburg,  under  the  direction  oftteRn.  I 
Mr.  Syme ;  at  which  time  upwstda  of  IwaaV    ( 
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Jd  1117  health  be  eonthmed,  brethren,  it 
intention  to  visit  u  many  parishes  this 
r  and  autumn  as  mv  parocoial  en^ge- 
will  admit  of,  and  shall  thank  the  Con- 
or the  standinff  committe^o  direct  me 
I  parts  of  the  diocess  where  my  labours 
thought  to  promise  the  most  benefit  to 
rch.     My  Brethren  of  the  Clergy— The 
and  advancement  of  our  Zion  depend 
ir  joint  and  vigorous  exertions.     Great 
luty  imposed  upon  us,  and  great  is  the 
ibility  oi  that  character  which  we  611, 
atars  of  the  gospel  of  peace.     If  there 
M  a  period  in  which  exertion  was  neces- 
d  if  there  ever  was  a  period  which  bids 
lown  that  exertion  with  success,  this  is 
r.     Though  few  in  number,  yet,  depend- 
support  upon  the  promises  of  God,  we 
k  for  an  abundant  blessing  upon  our  la- 
Jehovah  has  promised   to  be  with  his 
to  the  end  of  the  world,  and  he  will  fulfil 
■ration.     The  parishes  are  invoking  our 
I !  listen,  I  beseech  you,  to  their  numer- 
eaties.    Be  steadfast,  then,  be  unmovea- 
lys  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
r  labour  will  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord, 
otion,  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the 


the  veatry  thereof,  or,  if  there  be  no  veatiy, 
by  at  least  twelve  persons  who  may  wiUi  pro- 
priety be  considered  as  members  of  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  Church,  duly  notified :  and  the 
election  shall  be  certified  by  at  least  five  mem- 
bers of  this  church  ;  provided,  that  every  parish 
havinff  more  than  one  officiating  minister  who 
hath  beon  regularly  and  canonically  elected, 
shall  be  entitled  to  send  as  many  lay  delegates 
as  it  has  ministers. 

Akt.  IH.  Six  members  of  the  clerical,  and 
six  of  the  lay  order,  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business ;  but  a  smaller 
number  may  adjourn. 

Akt.  IV.  In  all  matters  that  shall  come  be- 
fore the  Convention,  the  clergy  and  laity  shall 
deliberate  in  one  body  ;  and  the  concurrence  of 
a  majority  shall  give  validity  to  any  measure. 
But,  when  three  members  require  it,  there  shall 
be  a  vote  by  orders. 

Art.  V.  The  election  of  a  bishop  of  this 
church  shall  be  made  in  Convention,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.  The  order  of  the  clergy  shall 
nominate  and  appoint,  by  ballot,  some  fit  and 
qualified  clergyman  for  that  office ;  and  the 
votes  of  two  thirds  of  that  order  shall  be  requi- 
site  to  constitute   a  choice.     And   thereupon 


to   constitute    a 
if  this  Convention  be  presented  to  the  I  such  appointment  shall  be  presented  to  the'or- 
r,  for  his  services  during   the  present  {  der  of  tne  lay  delegates,  and  be  considered  by 

them ;  and  if,  on  a  ballot,  it  shall  appear  that 
the  person  so  ordained  is  approved  of  by  two 
thirds  of  the  lay  order,  he  shall  be  then  declared 
to  be  duly  elected. 

Art.  YI.  In  this  diocess  there  shall  be  but  one 
bishop.  Ho  shall  be  president  of  the  Conven- 
tion ;  in  which  character  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
§ive  to  the  Convention,  as  often  as  he  may 
eem  expedient,  a  general  view  of  the  state  of 
the  church ;  to  call  special  Conventions,  at 
whatever  times  and  places  he  may  think  necee- 
sary  ;  to  preserve  order  during  the  time  of  ses- 
sion ;  to  put  the  question,  collect  the  votes,  and 
declare  the  decision.  He  may  make  any  mo- 
lion  which  he  shall  judge  conducive  to  the  good 
of  the  church,  but  shall  not  enter  into  debate  ; 
and  he  may  deliver  his  sentiments  on  any  subject 
after  it  has  been  discussed,  before  a  vote  there- 


ed.  That  the  usual  number  of  copies  of 
nal  of  this  Convention  be  printed,  and 
he  secretary  to  the  respective  parishes, 
jther  business  being  before  the  Con- 
on  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned, 
again  on  the  tliird  Tuesday  in  May 

Richard  Channino  Moori, 
Bishop  of  the  P.  E.  Church  in  the 
Diocess  of  Virginia. 
,  Wm.  Munporo,  Secretary. 


d'oM  tLni  Canons  for  the  government  of 
oieetarU  Episcopal  Church  of  Vtrgima. 
d  and  eslabltehed  by  the  Conrcnlwn  of 
'hureh  which  met  in  the  City  of  Rich- 
m  Tuesday,  May  23d,  1815. 


constitution. 

LM  I.  7*here  shall  be  a  Convention  of 
wtant  Episcopal  Church  in  this  state 
lird  Tuesday  in  May  every  year :  but 
ention  which  meets  in  the  year  pre- 
lie  meeting  of  the  General  Convention, 
t  power  to  appoint  the  time  and  place 

ffor  the  next  annual  session. 
The  Convention  shall  be  composed 
iciating  ministers  who  have  been  reg- 
d  canonically  elected  in  parishes  or 
within  this  state,  and  within  that  part 
rritory  of  Columbia  formerly  part  of 
;  and  of  those  whom  age  or  infirmity 
Tom  exercising  their  clerical  functions, 
1  be  considered  members  eX'Ojfieio. 
rention  shall  also  be  composed  of  lay 
consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each 
r  of  two  lay  deputies,  where  there 
»  elergyman  in  the  parish),  choeen  by 


on. 

Art.  VII.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  epis- 
copal office,  the  Convention,  immediately  upon 
their  assembling,  shall  choose,  by  joint  ballot,  a 
president  from  among  the  order  of  priests,  who 
shall  remain  in  office  until  the  next  election  of  1 
prebident.  He  shall  perform  all  the  duties  and 
possess  all  the  privileges  above  specified ;  but 
he  shall  not  call  specialmeetings  of  the  Conven- 
tion, unless  applied  to  for  that  purpose  by  a 
majority  of  the  standing  committee.  And  if, 
while  there  is  a  bishop  in  this  church,  he  shall 
not  be  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  Conven- 
tion, they  shall  elect,  in  the  manner  aforesaid, 
a  president  pro  tempore. 

Art.  VIII.  A  secretary  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Convention,  who  shall  continue  in  office 
during  good  behaviour.  His  duty  shall  be  to 
make  mmutes  of  their  proceedings,  to  preeervf 
dieir  journals  and  records,  to  attest  the  public 
acu  of  the  body,  and  faithfully  to  deliTer  into 


OONTBimOM  OK  UU. 


&«Coa 

An.  IX.  Atr 


the  tdioai 

m^iog  of  (ii  ineinben,  thna  cWical  uid  Ihr** 
«f  tha  Uy  ordaT,  aluU  be  choMn  bj  >  bdlot  of 
dM  darn  uul  Uitj. 

Abt.  XI.  If  Kt  *nf  time  Ifaera  i^ionld  be  no 

a  (hn  chorch,  tha  CoDTeatUD  iii^\  di- 

■  into  diithctj,  and  aa- 


bUMipb  (1 
vidaOiaib 


Moitlha 

of  to  Ika  CoDTaDtioD. 

A*f.  XII.  Enij  puiih  withiq  Ihli  dioeeaa 
rimO  ba  aMitled  to  tbe  amiie  benefii  of  ihia 
wrttadon.  ta  non  aa  it  ihall  hiTS  Mgni- 
M  tiB  latiflcatian  thareof,  ailhar  in  writing  cr 
tf  aaodi^v  a  U7  delegate  U  the  CaaTBdlion  ; 
and  aach  pariah  ahill  theTealtar  be  banafitsd  and 
bound,  eqnalhr  widi  the  other  pariiha  in  thi* 
dioeeaa,  bf  naj  rule  and  canan  which  ahall  be 
fiamad,  1^  any  CoDTcntion  acting  undo'  thia 
cooatiration,  for  the  gDremmenl  u  thia  church 
in  eccleaiiatical  eonc«mi. 

Ait.  XIII.  Thi*  coiutilulion  ihill  b«  uqsI- 
tarable,  except  in  the  fallnwing  manner : — 1 
propoeitioa  for  anj  chanse  ahill  be  introduced 
in  writing,  and  conaidered  in  Convention  ;  and, 
if  approved  of,  the  aame  ahall  be  tianamitted  to 
the  aeieral  Teatriea  of  the  pariahea  which  ahall 
baye  ratified  thi*  conatitution  ;  and  if  a^n  ^i- 
prored  of  in  the  neit  enauing  Convention  by  a 
majority,  the  change  ahall  then  take  place,  and 
the  cotutitation,  *o  altered,  ahall  be  valid  and 
oUigatoij, 


The  miniater  of  each  pariah  ahall  nuke  out 
and  continue  an  exact  regiater  of  all  the  com- 
muDicantawilhinhia  congregation ;  whlcbregia- 
ter  aball  be  left,  upon  hia  death  or  remoral,  for 


It  diall  be  the  duty  of  the  miniitera  of  our 
church  to  be  csreful  in  obaeTving  all  the  dii«- 
tiona  of  the  rubric,  and  of  the  General  Conien- 
tioD,  which  relate  to  commnnicanta ;  to  main- 
tain the  moit  affectionate  intercouraa  with  all 
'  theii  mambera  on  religiou*  aubject* :  but,  oa- 
pacially,  to  conTerae  with  IhoM  who  offer  them- 
aelvea  for  the  (irat  lime  for  the  conunnnion,  on 
thoae  qu^ificationi  which  are  proper  for  the 
worthy  receiTing  of  the  aacrament.  unleai  they 
■  ouerwiaa  aatiafied  that  they  ar«  properly 


It  dnU  b^M  ter  of  Twy  ill  i^< 

!ua  ehnieIi,mo  it  Um  baad  oTk  hmaj,1»M 
1 1^  h.ii;»o.i  tTtf  |f^««  of  family  wi^A^ 


7^  aumbtrt  of  Hut  Ckurth  U  it  nfdmh 
(Aeir  lltndtM*  ob  PWUk  Wnjif. 
The  membera  of  thia  dncb  ahaD  wOmi  ftp 
public  woiahip  of  Ond  aa  ranUrij  aad  a^ 
atanlly  ■■.  fraoi  their  an,  inmsutiaa,  anl  ^ 
cumatancea  id  life,  may  Ee  raaaooaUy  aipaalri: 
and  ahal!  admit  of  do  eieoaa  for  tha  iiiglail  df 
thi*  important  doty,  but  andi  aa  Ihay  laMj^tA 
at  the  bar  of  God  in  tha  day  ^  jud^Mgt. 


Qft^M^ddck 

»Uymmmtgl,,rmM 

JIhui. 

ng,  general  neglei 

t  of  public  w<nahip.Sabta 

behanoor  daring  diTinaai 

:,'::;r7i,r. 

nion,  and  any  omer  opco 

of  thi*  church   m 

cording  10  tte  deg 
age  and  other  circ 
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If  a  lay  member,  being  a  eommnnicant,  tbH 
offend  in  any  of  three  mpecta,  tha  miniMatrf 
the  pariah  in  which  [hs  oBeDder  ahall  laal* 
ahall,  upon  receiving  informatioa  ibimat,  tika 
cogtiiiance  of  the  otfence  ;  and  if  ha  iball  haia 
auBicieat  eiideoce  of  (he  guilt,  he  dkall  prtnUfr 
admoniah  the  petaon ;  and  if  Ihia  ahall  Dot  ban 
the  deaired  eSect.he  ahall  then  coDTeiM  lb*  M* 
ttr  and  wardena  ;  firat  giring  ibe  paity  taM*- 
able  notice,  in  writing,  of  the  natare  of  llw)^ 
fence  alleged,  and  of  the  time  af^xnnted  iaidi 
meeting  la  the  miniiter,  Teatiy,  and  waiilaM.fcl 
tbe  purpoae  of  inquiring  into  it  ;  arfio  ii 
thereupon  proceed  to  inquire  into  tbe  efanp! 
and,  it  they  ahall  be  of  opinian  that  it  laartM*- 
tiated,  the  miniater  ahall  pnuxniiica  sack  *■■ 
tence  a*  the  offenoe  may  deaerra  ;  wUck  i*- 
tence  *hall  be  either  rqiroof  bafora  tlia  laMiy 
and  wardena,  public  oananre  in  tha  1  lawib  * 
r^Mlling  him  from  the  holy  cammimion.  BA 
if  -hunnr  irrinfl.'iiimi  inlj  iiillwl.jrfl 
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refuse  to  appear,  the  minister,  Testrr,  and  war- 
dens shall,  noiwithstandinff,  proceed  to  inquiry 
and  sentence  :  Provided,  ThtX  every  minister  so 
lepelling  any  as  is  herein  specified,  shall  be 
obliged  to  give  an  account  of  the  same  to  the 
ordinary,  as  soon  as  convenientl^nay  be,  who 
riiall  decide  thereupon. 

CLERICAL  DISCIPLINE. 

CANON  VIII.* 

Ofenees  for  tckich  a  Clergyman  may  be  hrought 

to  trial. 

Whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  purity  and 
prosperity  of  all  religious  communities  that  the 
temper  and  deportment  of  their  ministers  be 
preserved  holy  and  unblameable ;  it  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  die  duty  of  the  bishop,  or,  if  thore 
be  none,  of  the  standing  committee,  to  take  cog- 
Bizance  of  any  offence  against  decorum  and  re- 
ligion, of  which  a  priest  or  deacon  shall  be 
cnarged  upon  credible  testimony.  Disorderly, 
scandalous,  and  immoral  conduct,  neglect  of 
dnty,  disregard  of  the  constitution  or  canons  of 
Um  church,  disseminating  or  countenancing  of 
opinions  which  are  contrary  to  her  doctrmes, 
gaming,  or  any  other  vicious  orunseemlv  diver- 
■ions,  are  offences  for  which  (as  well  as  for 
a  Tiolation  of  the  26th  canon  of  the  General 
Convention)  a  minister  may  be  brought  to  trial. 
And  the  mode  of  proceeding  shall  be  as  fol- 
bws : — 

V^lienever  satisfactory  information  shall  be 
given  in  writing,  by  any  two  credible  members 
of  the  church  in  this  diocess,  to  the  bishop  or 
standing  committee,  that  any  clergyman  is  guilty 
of  a  violation  of  the  canons,  or  conducts  him- 
self in  any  way  incompatible  with  the  character 
of  a  minister  of  Christ,  the  bishop  shall  sum- 
moo  a  meeting  of  the  standing  committee,  or,  if 
there  be  no  bishop,  the  president  of  the  standing 
eommittee  shall  assemble  them,  for  the  purpose 
of  inquiry  and  trial.  Notice  of  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting  shall  be  given  to  the  accused 
party,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  charge  or  charges 
laid  against  snch  clergyman,  at  least  two  months 
before  the  time  appointed  fur  trial.  Witnesses 
ahall  be  called,  and  no  charge  shall  be  deem- 
ed substantial  but  upon  the  testimony  of  two 
credible  witnesses,  upon  oath,  either  deliv- 
ered vtvd  voce,  or  by  deposition  taken  after 
reasonable  notice  given  of  the  time  and  place 
of  talking  the  same.  The  party  accused  may  call 
in  aay  person  to  assist  him  in  his  defence,  and 
abo  such  witnesses  as  he  may  think  proper,  and 
bave  the  benefit  of  depositions  as  above  pre- 
•cribed.  The  bishop,  or,  if  there  be  no  bishop, 
the  itanding  committee,  may  appoint  a  clergy- 
man to  conduct  the  trial  on  the  part  of  the 
choTch  ;  and  counsel  may  be  employed  on  each 
ade.  If,  after  hearing  the  evidence  and  the  de- 
Inieo  of  the  party  accused,  two  thirds  of  the 
^oonun  of  the  standing  committee  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  person  is  guilty  of  the  charge 
or  charges  brought  against  him,  the  bishop  shall 
proceed  to  reprove,  suspend,  or  degrade  him,  as 
tfai  offence  may  deserve.  If  there  be  no  bisb- 
•p^  the  standing  eommittee  ahall  take  record 
nd  ghr*  notice  of  the  poniahment  doe  to  the 


party  offending :  and,  in  the  latter  case,  an  ap- 
peal may  be  made  to  the  State  Convention, whose 
decision  shall  be  final.  Provided,  That  none  but 
a  bishop  shall  pronounce  sentence  of  deposition 
or  degradation  from  the  ministry  on  any  cler- 
gyman, whether  bishop,  or  presbyter,  or  deacon. 

CA.NON  IX.* 

Manner  of  proceeding  against  a  Bishop. 

If  the  bishop  of  this  church  shall  voluntarily 
commit  any  act  or  acts  violating  the  constitu- 
tion or  canons,  presentment  shall  be  made,  by 
the  Convention,  to  two  or  more  bishops  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States.  Such  bishops  shall  have  authority  to 
institute  a  trial  within  the  diocess  of  the  accu- 
sed party  :  and  the  sentence  of  the  two  bishops, 
or  of  a  majority  of  a  greater  number,  being 
founded  on  the  canons  of  the  church,  shall  be 
final ;  exce{)t  the  sentence  of  degradation,  in 
which  caso  he  shall  be  allowed  the  privilege  of 
an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Bishops,  provided  he 
give  notice  of  such  appeal,  withm  six  months, 
to  the  bishop  who  presided  in  the  House  of  Bish- 
ops at  their  session  immediately  preceding. 

CANON  X. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  parish  to  send 
to  the  Convention  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  an- 
nually, for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
church  ;  which  money  shall  be  lodged  with  the 
treasurer  of  the  Convention  of  this  church,  and 
held  subject  to  their  order. 

CAKON  XI. 

The  manner  of  electing  Vestrymen. 

On  every  Easter-Monday,  each  parish  shall 
elect  eight  vestrymen.  Two  weeks  notice  shall 
be  given  of  the  meeting  by  the  minister,  from  the 
pulpit ;  or,  if  there  be  no  minister,  by  the  ves- 
try ;  and,  if  there  be  no  vestry,  by  any  two  mem- 
bers who  last  possessed  the  power  of  vestry- 
men ;  who  shall  cause  advertisements  of  the 
meeting  to  be  put  up  at  such  public  places  as 
will  secure  due  notice  of  the  meeting.  And 
every  pew-holder  and  contributor  to  tne  sup- 
port of  the  church  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 
Every  vestryman  shall,  upon  taking  his  seat, 
subscribe  the  following  form  : — 

"  I  do  believe  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments  to  be  the  word  of  God,  and 
to  contain  all  things  necessary  to  salvation: 
and  I  do  solemnly  engage  to  conform  to  the 
doctrines  and  worship  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  in  these  United  States.*' 

The  vestrymen  thus  elected  shall  choose  two 
church-wardens  out  of  their  own  body,  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  appropriate  to  their  office. 

In  cases  where  unavoidable  circumstances 
prevent  the  election  on  Easter-Monday,  it  shall 
take  place  on  any  time  that  may  be  deemed 
expedient  by  persons  authorized  to  call  the 
meeting,  and  in  the  manner  aforesaid  :  and,  un- 
til a  new  election,  the  former  vestry  shall  con- 
tinue in  office.     The  minister  shall  be  a  mem- 


•  Note.— The  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  canons  are 
suspended,  by  a  resolution  of  this  Convention,  un- 
til the  end  of  the  session  of  the  next  Convention. 
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OOMTBITIOII  OP  UW 


to  oouKitiilt  ft  qiionm. 


dHU  bt  i»* 


y^lmtmM  tiiat  canon  of  tho  Protattent  'Bpk- 
copal  Chmch  of  YtifimA  which  direeto  tho 
■numor  of  choodng  Teatmnen  in  tho  aororal 
paritbaa  ia  not  applicabb  to  tha  caaa  of 
chuchaa  boflt  and  aoppoitad  bf  Tolantary  aaao- 
of  indiTidiiaia.  without  any  parochial 


ehatga ;  and  it  ia  pffopor  that  thoaa  who  hoU 
tho  aola  Bioparty  of  a  particular  church  ahoold 
piofido  Mr  ita  caia  and  management  ;— 
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preaant  ConvantioD. 

CAitoir  xm. 

The  canona  and  conatitataoii  horatalNV 
ad  by  the  Ibnner  CoDfcntionB  of  tfna 
be  and  are  heiebj  repealed. 


>f%i 


"SA 


Jmnd  tftUFwtMun  of  a  Ctnmnium  «fik$  PrMuttmiBpmoftdClmnk  wf  Vwgm^iOiik 
mtmiUdmUu  Cit^  of  Riekmm^m  TuMiafff,  Ok  tUi^ Mm/,  lUt. 


A  aQpncnirr  number  of  membera  appearinff 
to  form  a  Conrention,  the  Right  Rer.  Richard 
Ohannhv  Moore,  D.  D.,  biahop  of  thia  dioeeaa, 
took  the  chair  aa  preaident  of  thia  Convention. 

A  committee  waa  appointed  to  examine  the 
eaftificatee  of  a|q>ointmenta  of  the  lay  depotiee ; 
which  committee,  conatating  of  the  Rer.  John 
Dum,  the  Rer.  Andrew  Sjme,  Mr.  Robert 
Randolph,  and  WilUam  Munmid,  aeeretarr  of 
the  Comntion,  reported  forthwith  the  foUow- 
■f  mamben,  being  preaent,  to  be  duly  appoint- 
•a»  oonlbtmably  with  the  canona  of  the  Piot- 
•alant  Kpiaropal  Church  of  Virflinia,  tiz.  : — 

Wflliam  A.  Knox,  for  St  &eoige*a  pariah, 
Fkederick^Niig;  John  Hoof,  for  St.  Paulas 
C^uuch,  Alexandria;  Thomaa  G.  ^en,  for 
Aqoia  pariah,  Stafford  coantj;  John  Adama 
and  Benjamin  Watkina  Leiffh,  for  Henrico  par- 
iah ;  William  Majo  and  Lewis  Berkeley,  for 
.  Frederick  pariah  ;  Alexander  Keech,  for  St. 
Mary'a  jpariah,  Caroline  county ;  John  S.  Ra- 
TenacToft  and  John  Baford,  for  Cumberland 
pariah,  Lunenburg  county ;  Carter  Berkeley, 
lor  St.  Martin*!  pariah,  in  Hanover  and  Louisa 
countiea;  Richard  Stuart  and  Townshend  S. 
Dade,  for  St.  Paul*8  parish,  Kinj;  George  coun- 
ty ;  Huffh  Nelson,  for  Fredericksville  parish, 
Albemarle  county  ;  Robert  Randolph,  for  Ham- 
ilton parish,  Fauquier  county ;  Benjamin  Al- 
len, jr.,  for  St.  Andrew's  parish,  Jefferson 
coun^ ;  Samuel  Slaughter,  foi  St.  Stephen's 
Church,  Culpepper  county  ;  Henry  Lee,  jr.,  for 
Washington  parish,  in  Westmoreland  county  ; 
David  Atteaon,  for  Manchester  parish,  Chea- 
tarfield  county;  Francis  Adams,  for  Chriat 
Church,  Alexandria. 

The  following  clerical  deputies  appeared  and 
took  their  aeata  in  this  Convention,  viz.  : — 

The  Rev.  John  Buchanan,  D.  D.,  Henrico 
pariah;  the  Rev.  Edward  C.  M*Guire,  St. 
beorge^a  parish ;  the  Rev.  Andrew  Syme,  Bris- 
tol oarish  ;  the  Rev.  WiUiam  H.  WUmer,  St. 
PanVs  Church,  Alexandria  ;  the  Rev.  William 
H.  Hart,  church  on  Richmond  Hill ;  the  Rev. 
William  Meade,  Frederick  parish;  the  Rev. 
Charies  Crawford,  Lexington  pariah,  Amherst ; 
the  Rev.  John  Philips,  St.  Martin's  parish; 
the  Rev. William  Steel,  Dettingen  parish,  Prince 
William ;  the  Rev.  Hugh  C.  Bam,  Berkeley 
puiah,  Spotaylvania ;    the  Rev.  ^MUge  Lam- 


on,  Hamflton  pariah,  Fanqoior ;  iIm  Rev.  IVi^ 
iam  Hawley,  St.  Stephao'a  Choich,  Catprnp^^ 
the  Rev.  Oliver  Norria,  Chriat  Cfanin^  i 
diia;  the  Rev.  John  Dinm,  ShalhnnMi 
Loudoun  ;  the  Rev.  Amiataad  Sannh,  KiMM| 
pariah,  Matthowa;  the  R«v.  WiOim  Si^ 
Staunton  pari^  Aognata.  .. 

Ordered,  That  the  Kov.  Hash  C.  Hina  l||.' 
Rev.  William  H.  Wihner,  tha  R«t.   ^mSt\ 
Steel  Mr.  John  S.  RaveMcroft,  Mr.  BaataE! 
Stoar^  and  Mr.  WiUiam  Mayo,  bo  aeon   *^  " 
to  take  into  conaidantioo  the  ataia  of  tha  I 
in  thedioceas,  and  report  thereupon  to  the  Cmi 
vention. 

Ordered,  That  theRev.  John  Dmm. tho  Em 
George  Leinon,  and  Mr.  Hagh  Nelaon,  bam< 
mittee  to  examine  the  parooiial  reporta. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Wilham  Havfley, 
Mr.  Robert  Randolph,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Wat- 
kina Leigh,  be  a  committee  to  ^»«"*"*^  tha 
treasurer's  accounts. 

Resolved,  unanimoualy.  That  tho  thankaaf 
this  Convention  be  presented  to  the  Rev.  Oliw 
Norris,  for  his  evangelical  and  eloquent  dia 
course  on  the  duties  of  the  miniatry, 
this  day  in  the  Monumental  Church. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned,  to 
again  at  the  capitol,  in  the  Senate  Chambai^  at 
9  o'clock  A.  M.  on  to-morrow. 

WiDNBSDAT,  Mat  t2,  1616. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjoan^ 
ment,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  bj  the  Rav« 
George  Lemon. 

The  following  lay  deputiee  nrodocod  caitii- 
cates  of  their  appomtments,  wnich,  being  laal 
by  the  aecretary,  were  found  conformable  to  tht 
canons  of  the  Protestant  Epiacopal  Chuich  of 
Virginia ;  whereupon  they  took  their  aeato  in  iki 
Convention,  viz.  : — 

Wright  Southgato  and  William  Sharp,  te 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk ;  John  Thom,  for  6t. 
Mark's  parish,  Culpepper ;  and  Doctor  Jaatf 
McClurg,  for  tkie  Monumental  Choich  in  thaci^ 
of  Richmond. 

For  reasons  appearing  to  tho  Conventioii,ML 
Benjamin  Blackford  waa  also  admitted  toaaiat 
aa  lay  deputy  for  Beckford  pariah.  Mr.  El^ 
Fletoner,  a  lay  deputy  for  Lazingtonparbh,  A» 
haiat  county,  alw  appaarad  and  took  hia  aaat 
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The  ttanding  rales  for  regalatiiig  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Convenii<ms  of  this  diocess 
were  then  read  by  the  secretsrj. 

The  canons  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Charch  in  the  United  States  of  America,  estab- 
lished by  the  General  Convention,  were  also 
lead,  in  obedience  to  the  11th  standing  rule  for 
regulating  the  proceedings  of  the  Conventions 
of  this  diocess. 

The  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  of  the  church  of  this  state  was 
laid  before  the  Convention  by  the  Rev.  William 
H.  Wilmer,  and  read  by  the  secretary. 

The  Rev.  Hugh  C.  Boggs,  from  the  conmiit- 
tee  on  the  state  of  the  church,  presented  a  re- 
port in  part,  which  was  read,  as  follows  : — 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church 
having  considered  the  various  subjects  which 
•oggested  themselves,  beg  leave  to  recommend 
tlM  following  resolutions  : — 

"Vdliereaj  the  lith  canon  limits  the  number 
of  vestrymen  to  the  number  of  eight,  and  as  it 
npears  desirable  to  some  parishes  that  they 
inoald  have  the  option  of  electing  twelve  ;  and 
it  is  further  deficient  in  the  manner  of 
for  a  case  in  which  there  is  no  surviving 
ir  of  the  vestry  to  give  notice  for  a  new 
;  and  whereas  it  is  further  so  con- 
•tmcted  as  to  make  it  necessary  that  a  man 
most  be  both  a  pew-holder  and  contributor,  in- 
stead of  a  pew-EMilder  or  a  contributor,  in  order 
to  be  entitled  to  a  vote  for  the  vestry ; 

Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid 
etnoo  be  altered,  and  adapted  to  these  views, 
when  it  will  read  in  the  following  manner. 

CANON   zi. 

On  every  Easter-Monday,  each  parish  shall 
elect  eight  vestrymen  :  but^  where  U  is  deemed 
ttptHemtt  the  number  may  be  increased  to  twelve. 
Two  weeks  notice  shall  be  given  of  the  meet- 
ugbf  the  minister,  from  the  pulpit ;  or,  if  there 
be  no  minister,  by  the  vestry  ;  or,  if  there  be 
BO  vestrv,  by  any  two  members  who  last  pos- 
sessed the  power  of  vestrymen  ;  or^  if  fhere  be 
me  SMTvinng  members  of  the  vestry j  by  three  re- 
tpeelMbU  members  of  the  church;  who  shall 
cause  advertisements  of  the  meeting  to  be  put 
up  at  such  public  places  as  will  secure  due  no- 
tice of  the  meeting.  And  every  pew-holder  or 
eootributor  to  the  support  of  the  church  shall  be 
Mititled  to  vote.  £very  vestryman  shall,  upon 
taking  his  seat,  subscribe  the  following  form : — 

**  I  do  believe  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments  to  be  the  word  of  God,  and 
to  contain  all  things  necessary  to  salvation : 
and  I  do  solemnly  engage  to  conform  to  the  doc- 
trines and  worship  ol  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Chmch  in  these  United  States.*' 

The  vestrymen  thus  elected  shall  choose  two 
cfawcli-waxdens  out  of  their  own  body,  to  dis- 
diaige  the  duties  appropriated  to  their  office. 

In  cases  where  unavoidable  circumstances 
pnvent  the  election  on  Easter-Monday,  it  shall 
take  |iUcet>n  any  time  that  may  be  deemed  expe- 
dient by  persons  authorised  to  call  the  meeting, 
•nd  in  the  manner  aforesaid :  and,  until  a  new 
eitction,  the  former  jmtxj  shall  continae  in  of- 


fice. The  minister  shsU  be  a  member  eX'qfficio ; 
and  five  members  shall  be  required  to  constitute 
a  quorum. 

Resolved,  That  the  10th  canon  be  amended, 
by  inserting  after  tlie  word  "  annually,"  in  the 
second  line,  the  following  words  :  **  or  such  simis 
as  the  deputies  can  procure." 

The  said  report  was  approved ;  and  the  said 
resolutions,  on  questions  severally  put  thereupon, 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Convention. 

The  Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire  laid  before 
the  Convention  sundry  resolutions  of  the  vestry 
in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  disapproving  of 
the  6th  and  7th  canons  adopted  by  the  last 
Convention ;  and,  the  ssme  being  read,  he 
made  a  motion  that  the  6th  and  7ih  canons  be 
re{>ealcd  ;  whereupon,  on  a  motion  made  and 
seconded,  the  Convention  revolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house  to  lake  the  said 
motion  into  consideration,  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson  in 
the  chair  : — and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelaon 
reported,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
vention had,  according  to  order,  had  under  con- 
sideration the  motion  for  repealing  the  6th  and 
7ih  canons,  and  a^eed  to  a  resolution  there- 
upon, which  he  dehvered  in  at  the  secretary's 
table,  where  the  same  was  read,  as  follows  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  6ih  and  7th  canons  for 
the  government  of  the  church  of  this  diocess, 
adopted  by  the  last  Convention,  be  repealed ; 
and  that  the  following  canon,  which,  in  sub- 
stance, waa  passed  in  May,  1805,  be  revived  and 
established  in  lieu  thereof,  viz. : — 

Whereas  the  present  state  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia  has  experienced 
many  and  ereat  inconveniences  from  the  want  of 
such  regulations  and  provisions  ss  the  good  snd 
wholesome  government  of  the  said  church  re- 
quired, and  from  the  nonperformance  of  existing 
canons  :  Now,  in  order  that  such  inconveniences 
may  be  removed,  so  far  as  lieth  in  this  Conven- 
tion, and  that  the  rules  and  canons  of  the  said 
church,  and  also  those  of  the  General  Convention, 
may  be  strictly  observed  and  enforced  in  all  time 
to  come  ;  that  all  the  members  of  the  said  church, 
whether  clergymen  or  laymen,  may  be  excited 
to  tlie  most  zealous  and  commendable  exertions 
to  further,  by  all  justifiable  means,  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  church  ; — 

Be  it  ordained,  That  any  lay  member  of  the 
church,  bein^  a  communicant  thereof,  conduct- 
ing himself  m  a  manner  unworthy  of  a  Chris- 
tian, may  and  ought  to  be  admonished  by  the 
minister  and  vestry  of  the  parish  or  congrega- 
tion ;  and  if  such  member  persevere  in  such 
conduct,  he  shall  be  suspenacd  or  expelled  by 
the  ministry  snd  vestry ;  in  which  case  he  may 
appeal  to  the  ordinary,  who  shall  have  power  to 
confirm  or  reject  the  sentence. 

The  said  resolution  being  read  a  second 
time,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  unani- 
mously agreed  to  by  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  Resolved,  That 
when  this  Convention  adjourns  to-day,  it  will 
adjourn  till  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock ; 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  accord- 
ingly. 
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Tbubidat,  Mat  S8,  1816. 

The  CoaTention  met  accordiiig  to  idjoani' 
ment,  and  was  opened  with  prajer  by  the  Rev. 
William  Meade. 

Mr.  William  Pan,  i  lay  deputy  for  Nor- 
borne  pariah,  Berkeley  county,  produced  a  cer- 
tificate of  appointment,  which  waa  read  and  ap- 
proTed;  whereupon  he  took  his  aeat  in  the 
Convention. 

Sundry  reporta  of  the  state  of  the   aeveraJ 

Sarishes  in  this  diocess  were  received,  and  or- 
ered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  examine  the  parochial  reports. 

The  Rev.  Hu^^h  C.  Boggs,  from  the  commit- 
tee on  the  state  of  the  church,  presented  a  far- 
ther report,  which  was  read,  aa  toliows  : — 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church 
beg  leave  farther  to  recommend  an  alteration  in 
the  18th  canon,  by  adding  to  it  the  words,  "  ez- 
eeptinff  in  the  case  of  Christ  Church  in  the 
borou^  of  Norfolk ;  which,  being  under  pe- 
cnliar  circumstances  in  relation  to  the  number 
of  trustees,  the  time  and  manner  of  electing 
them,  and  their  rector,  may  be  permitted  to  con- 
form to  their  own  regulations  in  these  par- 
ticulara.** 

The  aaid  report  being  read  a  second  time, 
was,  on  the  qnestion  put  thereupon,  approved. 
And  the  amendment  tnereby  proposed  to  the 
ISth  canon  was  amed  to  by  the  Convention. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  committee  on 
the  subject  of  the  parochial  rtsports  have  leave 
to  sit  while  the  Convention  is  m  session. 

Mr.  Benj.  Watkins  Leigh,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts, 
presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  as  follows : — 
The  committee  to  whom  the  accounu  of  the 
treasurer  were  referred  have,  according  to  order, 
performed  that  duty,  and  come  to  the  following 
report: — 

Your  committee  have  examined  the  accounts 
of  the  treasurer,  and  found  that  the  same  are  fair 
and  correct,  the  debits  being  all  supported  by 
proper  vouchers  ;  and  the  balance  in  his  hands, 
at  tne  meeting  of  this  present  Convention,  was 
sixty  dollara  and  fifty-three  cents,  aa  appears  by 
the  following  sUte  of  the  said  accounts : — 
Catk  received  by  Wxlliam  Munford^  treasurer 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Vir- 
ginitif  since  his  appowtment  to  thai  office. 
Contributions  from  the  Parishes  in  May, 

1816,  viz.  :— 
From  Henrico  Parish,  by  Doctor  John 

Adama,  ...        915  QO 

St.   Marit»»— Culpepper,  by  Mr. 

Robert  Slaughter,  -        -  16  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Alezandria,  by 

Mr.  Charies  Page,  -        -  15  00 

Norbome  Parish,  Berkeley,  by  Mr. 

Wm.  Pendleton,     -        -        -  15  00 

Shelbume ,  Loudoun,  by  the 

Rev.  John  Dunn,   •        -        •  16  00 
St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper, 

by  Mr.  Samuel  Slauehter,        -  15  00 
St.  George's  Parish,  Fredericks- 
burg, by  Major  Benjamin  Day,  16  00 


(I 


<i 


M 


t( 


II 


II 


15  01 


-  16  M 


Amount  broosht  fenfud,  81M 

From  Comberlamf ,  Lnnenbaig,  bj 

Mr.  John  Buford,  -        -         - 
**     Hamilton ,  Fauquier,  by  Doe- 
tor  Thomaa  Henderaon, 

Manchester ,  Chesterfield,  by 

David  Patteaon,    ... 
Matthew  Cheatham, 
Bristol    Parish,    Petersburg,    by 

Rev.  Aitdrew  Svme, 
Bruton  Parish,  Williamsburg,  by 

Ferdinand  Campbell, 
St.  Andrew's  Parish,  Jefferson,  by 


10 

6 


-  16 


-  16 


00 
00 

00 

00 


Benjamin  Allen,  jr., 
i,  Fi 


-  16  00 


Frederick  Parish,  Frederick,  by 
the  Rev  William  Meade, 

The  Vestry  of  the  Monumental 
Church  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond, by  Doctor  James  Mc 
Clurg. 

Antrim  Parish,  Halifax,  by  th« 
Rev.  Alezander  Hay, 

St.  Paul's  Parish,  King  Geoige, 
by  Csdwallader  J.  Dade,        -  10 

Frederick  Parish,  Frederick,  by 
the  Rev.  Alezander  Bslmain,  •  SO 


-  16  00 


10  00 


00 


Total  of  parochial  contributions,  8S80  00 
Received  of  the  Rev.  William  Meade, 
cash  paid  him  by  the  former  treasurer, 
as  a  delegate  to  the  General  Conven- 
tion ;  wnich  he  returns,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  failed  to  attend 
that  Convention,  •  -  -  -  50  00 
Of  the  administratriz  of  Samuel  Green- 
how,  late  treasurer  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,     ...  17s  98 

On  account  of  subscriptions  to  the  pub- 
lication of  Bishop  Moore's  sermon  in 
May,  1815, 7S  00 


Amount 


forward, 


$106  00 


$574  98 

Cash  paid  by  William  Munford,  treasurer, 
since  his  appointment,  viz. : — 

1815,  May— To  the  Rev.  Hugh  C. 
Boggs,  his  expenses  as  a  delegate  to  the 
General  Convention  last  year,    -        -  70  00 

June  9th. — To  Messrs.  Ritchie  and  True- 
heart,  for  printing  Biabop  Moore*s  ser- 
mon,        7S  00 

To  do.  for  printing  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention,  .         -  4S  09 

June  28th. — To  Bishop  Moore,  for  ex- 
penses of  episcopal  visitations,  60  00 

July  87th. — ^To  do.  on  the  aame 
account,         ...        iQO  00 

Oct.  30th. — To  do.  on  the  aame 
account,         ...         170  00 

'SSOOO 


$6U  40 

Balance  due  May  81st,  1816,  00  68 

$674  98 


*  This  expenditure  has  prindpally  arisen  ham 
the  circumstance  of  the  Right  Revezend  BiiriMp 
ICoovili  bamg  oonqwUed  to  nira  m  cairiafa. 
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The  said  report  being  read  a  second  time, 
was,  on  the  qaesiion  put  thereapon,  approved  by 
the  Convention. 

Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  from  the  committee  on 
Ihe  subject  of  the  parochial  reports,  presented  a 
report,  which  was  read,  as  follows  : — 

The  committre  on  the  subject  of  the  parochial 
nports  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  con- 
densed statement  of  the  reports  that  have  been 
iabmiticd  lo  them  :— 

The  report  from  the  parishes  of  St.  Andrew's 
nd  Norbonie  is  highly  favourable.  A  new  church 
has  been  finished  at  Shepherdstown.  Two 
others,  one  at  Bunker's  Hill,  and  one  at  Charles- 
town,  vviU,  it  is  expected,  be  finished  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months.    Another  at  Hedges  Chapel  is 

K  commenced,  and  is  expected  to  be  under  roof 
fall.  Well-grounded  hopes  are  entertained 
that  another  will  be  shortly  erected  on  Back 
Creek,  in  the  western  part  of  the  parish  of  Nor- 
borne.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Howell,  of  Maryland, 
has  been  elected  to  the  parish  of  Norbome.  I'he 
Bunber  of  catechumens  in  these  parishes  is  about 
three  hundreil— baptisms  eighty-hve. 

The  report  from  Dettingen  sUtes,  that  a  vestry 
has  been  organized,  and  that  they  hope  to  build  a 
diurch  this  summer. 

The  report  from  Fredericksburg  is  highly  fa- 
vonrable.  A  large  neat  church  has  been  completed. 
Communicants  ninety— baptisms  thirty-four — mar- 
nages  eight— deaths  ten — catechumens  forty-five. 

The  report  from  Hamilton  parish  is  highly 
fcvourable.  A  new  church,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
boilt  this  summer  at  Warrenton.  and  another  cov- 
ered in  before  next  winter  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Osk  Hill.  Communicants  thirty-nine— bap- 
tisms, between  twenty  and  thirty  infants,  and  one 
«dalt — marriages  eight — funerals  four. 

The  report  from  Manchester  parish  states,  that 
its  two  old  churches  are  now  undergoing  repairs. 

The  report  from  Staunton  parish  states,  that 
though  it  nas  been  long  in  a  low  state,  it  now  be- 
|[ins  to  assume  a  more  encouraging  aspect.  Bap- 
tisms for  the  last  four  years,  forty  infants  and 
•even  adults — marriages  one. 

That  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Caroline 
coQDty,  the  spirit  of  religion  is  reviving,  and  dis- 

GUing  the  gloomy  spectacle  of  the  temples  of  the 
ost  High  in  utter  ruins.  The  sum  of  3,000 
dollars  has  been  subscnbed  to  erect  a  church  in 
Port  Royal,  which  building,  it  is  expected,  will  be 
commenced  in  the  approaching  summer. 

That  in  the  Monumental  Church  in  Richmond, 
such  has  been  the  success,  under  Heaven,  of  the 
nous  and  venerable  bishop  of  this  diocess  in  his 
holy  labours,  as  to  excite  in  us  the  most  lively 
Mings  of  gratitude  to  the  Great  Author  of  our 
religion.  A  devout  attendance  on  their  religious 
duties,  and  a  spirit  of  h8rmony,mark  the  conduct 
of  the  members  of  this  church.  Communicants 
to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  sur- 
round the  altar  of  the  living  God. 

That  the  parish  of  St.  Paul's  exhibits  no  flat- 
tering prospect.  The  building  destined  for  the 
service  of  tne  only  true  God  is,  by  an  act  of  the 
l^islature,  converted  into  a  school-house,  which 
nught  yet  be  used  ss  a  place  of  public  worship. 
The  parishioners  appear  inclined  to  cultivate  the 
mrival  of  religion. 

The  church  on  Richmond  Hill  exhibits  a  lively 
eoDkraet  to  the  last  preceding — a  spirit  of  religion 
becoming  general ;  about  thirty  communicants. 
Mad  six  baptisms. 

Tha  church  in  Shelbnme  parish  continues  in  a 
ffRMpsroas  state.  Twenty-five  baptisms,  and  com- 
■mucanta  iDCieaaiDg. 


The  parish  of  Washington,  in  Westmorelan 
county,  exhibits  dilapidated  churches,  and  an  at 
sence  of  all  public  worship  after  the  manner  of  th 
Episcopal  Church.  It  is  expected  the  buildin 
may  soon  be  repaired,  when,  by  the  aid  of  som 
pious  divines,  tne  spirit  of  religion  may  be  one 
again  revived. 

I'he  report  from  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's,  Hsr 
over  county,  is  favourable.  In  that  parish  tb 
number  of  communicants  has  incressed,  and  viti 
religion  appears  to  be  increasing.  One  marriag 
solemnized— fifteen  baptisms — two  funerals — thu 
ty  communicants. 

The  report  from  the  parish  of  Lexington  is  fi 
vourable.  Forty  baptisms  solemnized.  Ther 
are  three  churches  in  the  parish,  which  are  not  ii 
good  repair;  but  the  vestry  seem  determined  t 
have  them  repaired. 

I'he  report  from  the  parish  of  Kingston  statei 
that  there  have  been  two  churches  formerly  inthi 
parish  ;  one  of  which  has  gnne  nearly  to  decs] 
and  the  other  entirely  demolishcJ.  A  subscrii: 
tion  has  lately  been  opened  to  repair  the  chord 
that  is  in  a  ruinous  state. 

The  report  from  the  parishes  of  St.  Marks  an 
St.  Stephens,  in  Culpepper,  is  favourable.  Ther 
are  thirty-live  communicants.  Twenty-two  bai 
tisms  have  been  solemnized  in  the  course  of  eign 
teen  months.     Five  marriages. 

In  consequence  of  ihe  sbsencc  of  the  Rev.  J<^i 
Woodville,  the  number  of  baptisms  and  marriage 
in  St.  Marks  is  not  known. 

The  report  from  the  parishes  of  St.  Thomas,  ii 
Orange,  is  favourable.  The  number  of  communi 
cants  there  has  increased. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  said  report  b 
inserted  in  the  journal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Allen,  jr.. 

Resolved,  That  "  A  Common  Prayer-Book  an 
Tract  Society,  for  the  Diocess  of  Virginia,*'  b 
formed  under  the  patronage  of  the  Conveotior 
according  to  the  following  plan : 

Constitution  of  the  Common  Prayer-Book  and  Traa 
Society  of  the  Dioceen  of  Virginia. 

1.  Every  person  who  pays  not  less  than  thre 
dollars  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  and  not  lea 
than  two  dollars  annually,  shall  Iw  a  member  o 
this  society. 

2.  The  business  of  the  society  shall  be  cor 
ducted  by  a  board  of  managers,  consisting  of  th 
bishop  and  standing  committee  of  the  diocess  fo 
the  time  being.  A  majority  of  the  managers  shai 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business.  Tno  boar 
of  managers  snail  make  all  laws  necessary  for  th 
government  of  the  society,  and  shall  cause  a  state 
ment  of  the  receipts  and  exjpenditures  of  mono] 
with  other  such  matters  as  they  may  deem  propei 
to  be  laid  before  the  Convention  of  this  diocess  i 
its  annual  meeting. 

3.  At  some  time  durinjp  the  session  of  each  ai 
nual  Convention,  a  suitable  sennon  shall  b 
preached  by  some  person  whom  the  bishop  sba 
appoint,  a(\er  which  a  collection  shall  be  made,  t 
be  appropriated  to  the  funds  of  the  society. 

4.  The  constitution  of  the  society  shall  be  ui 
alterable,  except  by  a  vote  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Bushro 
Washington  be  added  to  the  delegates  hereto 
fore  elected  to  the  approaching  General  Cor 
vention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

In  conformity  with  the   10th  article  of  th 
constitution  for  the  government  of  this  diocesi 
the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
standing  committee,  by  ballot ;  whereupon,  th 


oovmimi  V  ■ 


b*.  WOlM  H.  WOmt,  liwR«*.  atm  No^ 
M,  tht  lU*.  Mo  Dunn,  ihs  Hob.  BMbiod 
WaJiiMtoa,  lb*  Hdn.  WiOum  Gmicb,  and 
EteMd  J.  Lm,  Em.,  wm  dull  alBcMd. 

A  BMioa  WM  HMda  br  Mr.  AiaiuMlw  KMch, 
Uwt  Ik*  Coafoiiiini  igrM  lo  tha  faUowing  pM- 


WhMMi  IIh  •lUnt  of  Ihii  diocSM  will  not  en- 


lOp  Is  * iiit  1*  freqnentlT 
■  miftil  be  deared,  un 


miMiMiiiifitlnii  taetn'Mo  the  nrml  pat 
the  MMa  md  theii  ili  rremn— Therefore, 

BiiJiwl.  That  the  Conentioa  reccbuDeDd  to 
Uw  RWBrian  in  the  eennl  periibee  thnmfhoul 
Mm  (Ula,  wlMn  then  ie  no  ncior  or  Teein;,  to . 
dMt**«ebrirf  U  taart  eigfal  «(  tlM  moM  Diooa 
MMBtan  of  the  dnidu  whoee  duty  it  ibell  be  to , 
frntnimtntTTt  with  the  bidiep  fNoi  lima  to  tiiae,  I 
mpoa  the  pnepacti  in  tbeit  eemnl  periebee,  end 


ri  |CDu*]  antlmee  of  a  plM,  thM  Ih^  ■ 
demd,  eiri  the  mmbaa  d^O*  b«  Oi 
be  piefMred  tODMhs  mA  i 


I  Nonii,  from 

M  of  ihii  dtoceei,  wbmtted  to  the 

aidaretioD  of  the  CcmTentioD  the  foUowii^  ci 

eolar  leltat  :— 

■,  Midt  IM,  18I(L 


jOT  the  beneliu  . .  . ,      

tent  difficulty  bubren  found  luiltach  to  thepltu 
priipoeed,  from  the  BmaU  number  of  cler^jinen  ir 
the  MitOi-md  the  cmiequent  impowibihiy  of  c^ 
taininf  tbeit  leTTicea  u  mioionane*.  Thu  cauae. 
whicb  cootinuea  to  operate,  muit  defeat  the  be 
Devolent  acheme  of  tne  Confenlion ;  and,  unti' 
aovne  nnnedr  ran  be  applied,  the  church  mual 

ber  childim  to  aigh,  that  the  hup*  of  Zion  art 
onatning,  and  no  voice  of  praise  ii  heaid  in  her 

Oar  lenetabla  biahop  hu  done  all  in  hia  power 
"  ■     "       '    "'  *  ^      difluaed.  tfarough  »¥■ 


.  -_  ConTenlioo  of 
iM'vi  (nmthe  Pieeident  of  Wilibm  and  IImjI 
ipse  upon  the  aipedienej  of  eataUidnca  H 
1ui{iF*l profeaaoidupintbatintitatian.    wM_^ 
this  imponant  object  will  arar  be  aceoqpUi 
Hill  dmend  eotinlT,  nnder  the  blaaoia if  01 
upoTi  the  hbeialiCT  and  uai  of  the fiktfa if  < 
rhiin^h  in  proriding  for  it  t  anitable  land.    Fit 
ti\e  preaenl.  WB  aubmit  the  aobject  ftr  tiDllwd«» 
iLon.  indaeit  youraidand  adiriceit  chitduIO*- 
v-tnilon.  in  oiganiiing  a  plan  which  majr  eataiB 
n  I'lLirit;  ao  exleruiTc  and  DaefuL 

When  the  number  and  wealth  of  EpJHWlliMi 
.1  \  iteiuia  arc  coniidered,  we  cannot  but  MiM* 
'1^       tiese  several  objecte  wiU  be  eheriehed,  wd 


St  of  disticguiaheil  tupportara.  a  pa- 
inuur  will  teat  on  Ihoae  who,  placad  B 
at  rank  and  station,  have  aworiatad  ihar 
I,  and  conaecTated  (obm  poitidD  of  lbi#     | 
□  such  objects ;  sod  who  will  ptieeiia    I 


of  tt 


It  the  duties 

unit  Ibia  apherr 

appears  to  us  therefore  ne- 

,,_  der  togiTefull  effect  lo  hii 

apiacopal  miniBtrstions,  as  to  deriie  the  beneflu 
contemplated  bj  the  Conrention,  that  some  modt 
bedaTiaadb}P  which  he  may  be  rendered  independ- 
ent of  any  parochial  charge.  By  this  means  er 
ery  part  of  the  church  may  occasionally  enjoy  Ibt 
benefits  of  the  public  oidlnsnces.  and  of  the  epis- 
copal liinclions ;  snd  thus,  being  enabled  to  per- 
vade every  part  of  the  diocesa,  he  will  have  it  in 
la  power  lo  encourage  the  desponding,  to  rouse 


seal  1  they  are  nphi 


round  the  standard  of  n^..  . 
.._ing  that  which  ia  not  onh  Ibl 
snd  guard  of  social  order,  M  ji 


lying  round  the  sti ..  _ 

photding  that  which  ia  not  oi 

ird  of  social  order.  —  . 

pledge  of  a  biititf  abe* 


the  thoughtless,  u 


antem  s  ■alulary  impulse. 
It  IS  with  thia  view  we  t 


impias*  uj 

Uke  the  liberty  of  st 


I  0  conclude,  in  the  words  of  the  re 

|..r(  alluded  to; — we  beg  leave  "  moat  aamarilf 
to  'Utrest  [he  member*  of  the  church  lapeTallli 
I.,  ronaider  (he  necessily  [rf  adc^iling  isakW 
DipsiurpB  tor  the  reatoration  irfieligum  amonfM: 
Ili.1t  they  endeavour  tomanilest  ttwir  gialiMBlt 
Miiiightv  God,  snd  iheir  eense  of  the  awibi  isfW' 
i.iii.eof  his  blessed  revelation  :  that  thef  ciaadN 
till-  unspeakable  rewards  they  will  recatva  fc^ 
t  !i:i[  gracious  Hsster  to  whom  they  bdonfi  wkoa 
i:<~<'lness  denisnds  the  warmest  retumaof  iM, 
il  lit  y,  and  obediBice  1  and  that  Ibey  will  contiftalh 
I  r.  ilie  utmoat  in  their  power,  lo  randat  Uni  BH 
act  eptabla  aervice  to  hia  caaaa.* 
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We  are,  re^ectfully,  your  friends  and  obedient 
eeifante, 

Wm.  H.  Wilxu,       '^  «-    j-       r. 
John  Dunn  Ajamunff   oom- 

Olivbi  Nomis,         l'^*'4^LSiS 
Bush.  Washinoton,  f  J?5"*^.  '*?*'S"^ 

Edm.  1.  Lib,  J  «*~*- 

The  said  letter  being  read,  was,  on  motion, 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  committee, 
conaistini;  of  the  Rer.  William  H.  Wilmer,  the 
Rev.  Ohver  Norris,  the  Rev.  John  Dunn,  Mr. 
Hngfa  Nelson,  Mr.  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh, 
and  Doctor  James  McCIurg. 

On  a  farther  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  said 
TOte  be  reconsidered  ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh, 
the  Convention  agreed  to  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolution : — 

A  circular  letter  of  the  standing  committee, 
addressed  to  the  friends  of  the  church  in  Vir- 
ginia, dated  Alexandria,  March  1st,  1816,  recom- 
mending the  constitution  of  a  fund  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  episcopate,  having  been  laid  before 
the  Convention — 

Resolved,  That  the  said  letter  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  said  standing  committee,  with  in- 
structions that  they  prepare  such  detailed 
scheme  for  effecting  the  object  recommended 
in  the  said  letter  ss  to  them  shall  seem  moat 
likely  to  ensure  the  same ;  and  to  transmit  the 
plan,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the  ministers  and 
.▼estries  of  the  several  parishes,  to  be  by  them 
carried  into  execution  in  such  manner  as  they 
shall  judge  most  effectual. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  Hawley,  Re- 
solved, That  the  next  meeting  of  the  Convention 
of  this  diocess  shall  be  at  Fredericksburg,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1817. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore  delivered  to 
the  Convention  his  address  on  the  state  of  the 
church  ;  which  being  heard. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  Convention  be  presented  to  the  Right  Rev- 
erend Richard  Ch4NNIno  Moorb,  D.  D.,  for 
his  eloquent  and  appropriate  pastoral  address  ; 
and  that  he  be  ret^uested  to  furnish  a  copy 
thereof  for  insertion  m  the  journal. 

The  address  is  in  the  following  words  : — 

Bbbthrrn, — It  is  with  the  most  sincere  hap- 
piness I  inform  you,  that  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church  in  the  diocess  of  Virginia  presents 
to  the  view  of  her  friends  a  prospect  truly  en- 
couraging. The  clouds  of  adversity  which  for 
years  have  overspread  her  horizon  appear  to  be 
dispersing,  and  our  Zion,  animsied  by  the  beams 
of  the  Sun  of  righteousness,  is  recovering  from 
her  desolations,  exhibiting  the  most  heart-cheer- 
ing evidences  of  retu  rning  health  and  vigour.  In 
her  restoration  are  associated  the  most  affecting 
recollections.  It  is  the  church  of  our  fathers, 
the  sanctuary  in  which  they  worshipped  the  Sov- 
ereign of  Universal  Nature,  and  in  which  they 
expressed  their  grateful  acknowledgments  to 
the  Redeemer  of  the  world.  At  her  holy  al- 
tars we  were  offered  up  in  our  infancy  to  the 
God  of  our  salvation.  Hallowed  be  the  courta 
which  they  have  trodden,  and  blessed  be  the 
ftltars  at  woich  they  bowed  in  adoration ! 


Her  children,  to  their  honour  be  it  mentioned, 
have  not  deserted  the  church  of  their  fathers  in 
her  distress.  Though  they  have  noticed  with 
streaming  eyes  and  bleeding  hearts  the  desola- 
tion of  our  Zion ;  though  the  proapect  of  her 
restoration  at  one  period  appeared  almost  hope- 
less ;  still,  warmed  by  the  genial  influences  of 
filial  affection,  they  have  retained  their  allegi- 
ance to  her  interests,  and  preserved  their  attach- 
ment to  her  cause.  May  the  blfMsinga,  the 
richest  blessings  of  heaven,  be  their  portion ; 
may  the  arms  of  Jehovah  be  their  refuge,  and 
his  bosom  their  pillow  ! 

Conscious,  brethren,  that  the  concema  of  tho 
church  required  the  most  prompt  and  vigorous 
exertions,  I  have  endeavoured  to  discharge  tho 
duties  which  devolve  upon  me  with  fidelity ; 
and  have  extended  my  labours  as  far  as  mv 
parochial  engagementa  and  bodily  strength 
would  admit.  My  first  excursion,  afrer  the  ri- 
sing of  the  last  Convention,  was  directed  towards 
the  eastern  part  of  the  diocess.  I  visited  the 
church  at  Williamsburg,  at  which  place  I 
preached  twice,  and  confirmed  eighteen.  I  vis- 
ited York,  and  preached  to  an  attentive  auditory 
twice.  I  visited  Norfolk,  and  preached  several 
times  in  that  church  to  a  veiy  numerous  audi- 
tory, confirmed  near  two  hundred,  and  adminis- 
tered the  Lord's  Supper  to  as  many.  I  crossed 
the  river  to  Portsmouth,  and  officiated  in  the 
church  in  thai  place.  On  my  return  to  Rich- 
mond, I  visited  the  county  of  Gloucester, 
preached  in  Abingdon  church  in  the  morning, 
and  in  the  evening  lectured  at  the  house  of  the 
excellent  Mrs.  Page,  the  widow  of  the  late  gov- 
ernor of  this  state. 

My  next  excursion  was  in  company  with  Col- 
onel Patteson,  in  the  county  of  Chesterfield, 
in  which  district  I  preached  once  at  the  house 
of  Col.  Branch,  and  once  in  the  church  of  Fall- 
ing Creek.  A  subscription  was  at  that  period 
o()eried  for  the  repair  of  the  church,  and  money 
sufficient  was  subscribed  upon  the  spot  to  an- 
swer the  Isudable  purpose. 

In  the  month  of  August  I  left  Richmond  in 
order  to  visit  the  churches  in  the  northern  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  I  preached  in  the  county  of 
Culpepper  in  four  different  places,  to  large  and 
respectable  congregations,  and  confirmed,  in 
addition  to  those  of  the  last  year,  eighteen. 
In  that  place  I  also  held  an  ordination,  and  ad- 
mitted to  the  holy  order  of  deacon  Mr.  Clark 
Brown.  In  Fauquier  I  also  preached  several 
times  to  attentive  auditories,  and  confirmed  sev- 
enteen. I  then  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  into 
Frederick  county,  and  officiated  in  Mr.  Meade*s 
chapel  twice,  to  a  numerous  and  attentive  con- 
gregation, and  conArmed  forty-eight.  I  then 
proceeded  to  the  county  of  Jefferson,  and 
preached  at  Harper's  Ferry.  The  next  object 
which  attracted  my  attention  was  Shepherds- 
town,  in  which  place  I  found  a  very  large  and 
respectable  assembly,  to  whom  I  preached,  and 
administered  the  rite  of  confirmation  to  up- 
wards of  fifty.  From  thence  I  proceeded  to 
Mr.  Colson's,  and  the  next  day  preached  to  an 
interesting  congregation  at  the  edge  of  the 
North  Momitain.    I  then  proceeded  to  Martin** 
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oTonj.  FroiB  thence  I  bent  IDT  coorw  to  Wii»- 
dM«t«r,  whore  I  iIm  prwchod,  and  confirmed 
twontj-eight.  Hannf  perlbnned  mj  epiecoiMl 
dntiet  in  that  district,  I  again  croeeed  ilie  Blue 
Ridge,  and  went  into  the  eoanty  of  Londoon, 
and  at  Leetbnig  preached  to  a  congtemtion, 
eonfinned  fortj,  and  conaecrated  a  baixltoaie 
new  brick  chnich.  May  thexeal  of  its  pauons, 
awl  the  pietj  of  its  worthy  rector,  Mr.  Dano, 
meat  with  the  blessing  of  hesTen !  I  then  vis- 
itod  the  county  of  Prince  William,  and  pieached 
to  an  attentive  auditoiy  in  that  place.  I  also 
visited  and  preached  at  Damfiries,  to  a  people 
with  whose  orderly  deportment  I  was  mach 
gratified,  confirmed  eighteen,  end  administered 
the  Lord's  Sapper  to  a  ffoodly  namber.  I 
Dreached  also  at  Aquia  chuicn,  in  the  county  of 
8talR>rd,  and  confirmed  serenteen.  On  my  re- 
tarn  home  I  visif  cd  and  preached  at  Fredencks- 
boig  to  a  very  large  congregation,  confirmed 
upwards  of  aixty,  and  consecrated  a  handsome 
brick  edifice.  The  xeal  of  the  members  of  that 
duuch  enutlea  them  to  the  lore  and  ▼eneration 
of  their  brethren,  and  the  pious  and  indefatigable 
aocertions  of  their  minister,  Mr.  MKjKiire,  merit 
■J  warmest  commendation. 

In  addhion  to  the  duties  which  I  hsTs  enu- 
■Wfiitod,  I  hare  preached  in  the  county  of  Han- 
oiw  sereral  tinies,  and  have  administered  the 
Lord's  Supper  to  that  people.  I  have  also  Tis- 
ited  and  preached,  upon  a  funeral  occasion,  in 
the  county  of  Sorry.  I  have  preached  twice  in 
Peteraburg,  twice  m  Lunenburg,  and  confirmed 
sev^otAsn.  I  have  also  preached  to  a  very 
lar  PowhaisD.     In  Richmond  I 

ha-      '  a  confirmation,  at  which  eere- 

mr  ' '  ui  one  hundred  received  that  holy  rite, 
my  intention,  brethren,  this  fall,  to  visit 
th  parishes  north  and  south  of  James  river. 
It,4ts  impossible  for  me  to  specify  the  precise 
time,  but  the  congregations  in  that  diocess  may 
eipect  me  to  be  with  them. 

It  gives  me  gnat  pleasure  to  mention,  that  a 
s|iirit  of  gospel  industry  appears  to  pervade  the 
minds  of  all  the  clergy.  When  each  individual 
is  doing  his  duty,  it  would  be  ungenerous  to 
make  the  least  dbtinction.  They  possess  my 
entire  confidence,  and  they  deserve  it.  May 
that  Jeeus  whose  cause  they  renerate,  and 
wboee  empire  they  are  endeavouring  to  pro- 
mote, own  their  labours,  and  crown  their  exer- 
tions with  the  most  abundant  success  ! 

During  the  time,  brethren,  in  which  the  Lord 
Jesus  Cuist  has  conferred  upon  us  so  many  bles- 
sings, I  have  to  mention  one  instance  of  adver- 
sity with  which  our  Zion  has  been  Tisited  since 
I  last  addressed  you.  The  Tenenble  Dr.  Cam- 
eron, a  clergyman  to  whose  piety  was  added  a  dig- 
nity of  deportment  becoming  his  yean  and  stand- 
ing, has  been  taken  from  our  embrace.  His  little 
mk  have  been  called  to  part  with  their  beloved 
pastor,  and  his  widow  and  children  have  to  lament 
the  loss  of  a  husband  and  parent,  endeared  to 
them  not  only  by  the  ties  of  nature,  but  br  the 
foithful  and  honourable  discharge  of  the  reUtive 
dnOeaofUfe.  He  died  reaimd  to  the  will  of 
kanvMb  aiid  has  ontond  into  the  joy  of  hia  Loid. 


My  own  congregatMii,  brotnioBi  oqmi 
their  benfvoleot  efforta,  to  render  my  m 
in  thia  pUee  agreeable ;  it  haa  pleaaad 
mercy  to  raise  me  up  firiends  among  tl 
whom,  until  lately,  1  was  an  entire  at 
May  their  friendship  to  me  and  iny  lami 
its  due  reward ;  may  the  blessings  of 
love  be  their  prMont  and  eternal  portion 

1  should  be  wanting  in  duty  were  I ' 
over  in  silence  the  assistance  which  I 
from  the  labours  of  my  frieod  Dr.  Bai 
Though  advanced  in  years,  vrhen  nati 
quires  retirement  and  repose,  he  oogaM 
Sunday  jn  the  discham  of  the  poldie  Oi 
the  miiustry,  and,  wiuiout  any  rowavi 
that  which  arises  from  the  testimony  of  1 
conscience,  he  labours  in  the  gonm.  1 
remaining  d^s  be  crowned  with  happiM 
his  last  end  be  the  end  of  the  righteoaa. 

Since  my  residence  in  Virginia,  three  d 
in  St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  and  Looii 
ties,  have  been  furnished  with  regular  aai 
worship  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Philipe ;  ono  i 
ford,  sod  one  in  Prince  WiUiam,  bv  Mr. 
Allen :  two  in  Prince  William,  by  tho  Ri 
Steel:  three  in  Fauquier  by  the  Ra 
Lemon :  three  in  Jefferson,  snd  three  in 
ley,  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Allen.  Martinabi 
cidled  a  clergyman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  QnMl 

Stpper  has  a  second  minister,  the  Bi 
awley,  who  also  supplies  the  ooo 
Orange ;  and  Ijunenburg  and  Mecklart 
supplied  by  Mr.  John  Ravenscroft. 

1  have  admitted,  as  candidates  for  holy 
Mr.  John  L.  Brvan,  and  Mr.  John  Raw 
I  have  admitted  to  the  holy  order  of  4 
Mr.  Clark  Brown,  Mr.  Low,  and  Mr.  &k 
to  the  order  of  the  priesthood,  Bmw 
Philips,  and  the  Rev.  Wm.  Hart, 
visited  Norfolk  a  second  time,  and  m 
four  times  in  that  borough,  confirmed  nl 
and  baptized  thirteen  children.  I  hsn 
visited  Princess  Anne,  Orange,  and  AB» 
and  preached  in  each  place  to  attenlr 
renpectable  congreffations. 

The  prospect  before  us,  brethren^  is  a 
encouraffing;  and  as  the  Almighty  works  I 
the  medium  and  agency  of  man,  it  ia 
clergy  that  we  are  to  look  up,  under  hoa 
the  revival  of  our  church.  **  The  harvai 
is  great,  and  the  labourers  are  few  ;'*  ba 
we  can  rank  among  those  labourers  so  ■ 
defatig&ble  and  pious  men  as  those  wl 
our  body,  we  have  every  thing  to 
exhort  them  to  industry  is  unnece 

duty  prompts  them  to  be  watchful, 

zeal  impels  them  to  the  discharge  of  "tf 
ligious  obligations. 

Gentlemen  of  the  laity ; — thou^  yoa 
called  to  labour  in  the  ^pel  ministry,  at 
situation  in  life  places  m  your  power  thi 
of  being  useful.  When  I  look  around  i 
see  so  many  individuals  of  distingoisho 
acter  stepping  forth  in  support  of  tho 
my  heart  revives.  It  is  the  chureh 
fathen ;  I  therefore  commend  her  mtw 
your  care.  The  countenance  which  ym 
to  IBO  and  my  hrethrsn  coovincta  am 
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leal,  and  your  pnaemce  in  mu  religtoni  council 
it  a  pledge  of  your  aupport  Let  qs  lav  oar 
handa  upon  the  altar  of  our  church,  and  with  full 
purpose  of  heart  determine,  God  being  our 
Aelper,  to  raise  her  from  her  ruins,  and  to  re- 
atoro  her  to  her  primitive  and  apostolical  purity. 
Brethren,  I  bid  you  an  affectionate  fiu-ewell. 
May  you  return  in  health  to  your  families ;  and 
may  Uie  God  of  Jacob  be  your  protector. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Oliver  Norris,  Re- 
solved, That  the  constitution  and  canons  for 
the  government  of  the  church  in  this  diocess, 
as  amended  by  the  present  Convention,  be  pub- 
lished with  the  journal  of  its  proceedings  ;  and 
that  the  secretary  be  directed  to  send,  by  post 
or  otherwise,  twelve  copies  to  each  parish  in  the 
•Ute. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  Resolved, 
onanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conven- 
tion be  presented  to  William  Munford,  Esq., 
for  hia  disinterested  and  faithful  services  as 
aecretary  to  this  Convention. 

No  farther  business  being  before  the  Conven- 
tion, on  motion,  the  Convention  sdjoumed,  to 
meet  asain  at  Fredericksburg,  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  May  next. 

RlCHABD   ChANNINO    MoOKI, 

Bishop  of  the  Prot.  Episcopal  Church 
of  Virginia. 
Attest,  Wm.  Munford,  Secretaiy. 


Coiutitution  and  Canona  for  the  Gotemment 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  cf  Vir- 
ginioy  revised  and  established  by  the  Uonven' 
tion  of  that  Church  which  met  in  the  City  of 
Richmond  on  Tuesday y  May  234,  1815  ;  and 
amended  by  the  Convention  which  met  in  the 
»ame  city  on  Tuesday ^  May  2U/,  1816. 

constitution. 

Abticli  I.  There  shall  be  a  Convention  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  this  state 
on  the  third  Tuesday  in  May  every  year :  but 
the  Convention  which  meets  in  the  year  pre- 
Tions  to  the  meeting  of  the  General  Conven- 
tion, may  have  power  to  appoint  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting  for  the  next  annual  session. 

Art.  II.  The  Convention  shall  be  composed 
of  the  officiating  ministers  who  have  been 
regularly  and  canonically  elected  in  parishes  or 
churches  within  this  slate,  and  within  that  part 
of  the  territory  of  Columbia  formerly  part  of  this 
state ;  and  of  those  whom  age  or  innrmity  pre- 
Tents  from  exercising  their  clerical  functions, 
who  shall  be  considered  members  ex-officto. 
The  Convention  shall  also  be  composed  of  lay 
members,  consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each 
pariah  (or  of  two  lay  deputies,  where  there 
shall  be  no  clergyman  in  tlio  parish),  chosen  by 
the  vestry  thereof,  or,  if  there  be  no  vestry,  \rf 
%i  leaat  twelve  persons  who  may  with  propriety 
be  considered  as  members  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  duly  notified  :  and  the  elec- 
tion shall  be  certified  bv  at  leaat  five  members 
of  this  church ;  provided,  that  every  pariah 
having  more  than  one  officiating  minister  who 
haih  Men  regularly  and  canomcally  elected. 


ahall  be  entitled  to  tend  as  many  lay  delegate 
as  it  haa  ministers. 

Art.  III.  Six  members  of  the  clerical,  am 
six  of  the  lay  order,  ahall  constitute  a  quorum  fo 
the  transaction  of  business :  but  a  smaller  num 
her  may  adjourn. 

Art.  IV.  In  all  matters  that  shall  come  be 
fore  the  Convention,  the  clergy  and  laity  ahal 
dehberate  in  one  body  ;  and  the  concurrence  ol 
a  majority  shall  give  validity  to  any  measure 
But,  when  three  members  require  it,  there  shal 
be  a  vote  by  orders. 

Art.  V.  The  election  of  a  bishop  of  thii 
church  shall  be  made  in  Convention,  m  the  fol 
lowing  manner.  The  order  of  the  clergy  shal 
nominate  and  appoint,  by  ballot,  some  fit  anc 
qualified  clergyman  for  that  office;  and  tlu 
votes  of  two  thirds  of  that  order  shall  be  reqoi 
site  to  constitute  a  choice.  And  thereupoi 
such  appointment  shall  be  presented  to  thi 
order  of  the  lay  delegatea,  and  be  conaiderec 
by  them;  and  if,  on  a  ballot,  it  shall  appeal 
that  the  person  so  nominated  is  ^proved  of  b] 
two  thiros  of  the  lav  order,  he  ahail  be  then  de 
clared  to  be  duly  elected. 

Art.  VI.  In  this  diocess  there  shall  be  boi 
one  bishop.  He  shall  be  president  of  the  Coo 
vention ;  in  which  character,  it  shall  her  hii 
duty  to  give  to  the  Convention,  as  often  as  h4 
may  deem  expedient,  a  general  view  of  tlu 
state  of  the  church ;  to  call  specisl  Conven 
lions,  at  whatever  times  and  places  he  ma] 
think  necessary ;  to  preserve  order  during  thi 
time  of  session  ;  to  put  the  question,  collect  th4 
votes,  and  declare  the  deciaion.  He  m««  lualu 
any  motion  which  he  shall  j.  t  l  U 

the  good  of  the  church,  but  shaj.-  >  i  «iu 

debate  ;  and  he  may  deliver  his  senv.  '<m 

any  subject  after  it  has  been  discussed,  I  «•    •   i 
vole  thereon.  » 

Art.  VII.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  e('*» 
copal  office,  the  Convention,  immediately  upoi 
their  aasembling,  shall  choose,  by  joint  ballot,  i 
president  from  among  the  order  of  priests,  wh< 
shall  remain  in  office  until  the  next  election  oj 
a  president.  He  shall  perform  all  the  dutiei 
and  possess  all  the  privileges  above  specified 
but  he  shall  not  call  special  meetings  of  th« 
Convention,  unless  applied  to  for  that  purpose 
bv  a  majority  of  the  standing  committee.  Anc 
it,  while  there  is  a  bishop  in  this  church,  hi 
shall  not  be  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  Con 
vention,  they  shall  elect,  in  the  manner  afore 
said,  a  president  pro  tempore. 

Art.  VIII.  A  secretary  shall  be  appointei 
by  the  Convention,  who  ahall  continue  in  oflk* 
during  ^ood  behaviour.  His  duty  shall  be  ti 
make  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  to  preservi 
their  journals  and  records,  to  attest  the  publi< 
acts  of  the  body,  snd  faithfully  to  deliver  int 
the  hands  of  his  successor  all  books  and  papen 
relative  to  the  concerns  of  the  Convention 
which  may  be  in  his  possession.  It  shall  be  hi 
duty  to  notify,  through  the  channel  of  the  pubU 
papers,  aa  he  may  think  proper,  the  time  an 
place  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  succeed 
mg  Convention. 

Art.  IX.  A  txeaiorer  ahall  be  appointed  b 


lif  •l^drfMMM  dMCoimMMm;  lod  nicli 
jAt  Aill  atiMftM  ba  beot6ud  tad  bound, 
•twd^  Willi  lb«  aCb«r  pambM  in  ttu*  diiNMM, 
bf  WMT  tak  mmI  cmnb  which  ihtll  be  ftmmcd, 
bi  anr  Coamatiaa  Ming  oDdar  thii  coutita- 
OM,  wr  iba  forenunant  M  Ihii  chonh  in  scd^- 


An.  Xm.  Thi*  coMitntion  duOl  be  nn- 
MCapt  in  the  fbUowins  nuuUMl : — i 
a  for  uj  chuce  duU  De  intiadiieed 
F  tut  conaidend  in  Ccanention  ;  and, 


If  wpfiani  a^  Iha  nma  dull  ba  tmwmiiied  i 
tka  aaratal  (aatiiea  of  the  paiiahaa  which  ahall 
hut  ntifiad  dui  coixtitiition  ;  and  if  again  ap- 

pnnad  of  in  the  next  eniuing  ConTenlion  bj  a 
naforit]!,  the  change  ihall  then  take  place  ;  and 
the  eonatiEutioD,  u  ill«red,  ihaU  be  vahd  and 


IT  of  aach  pariah  diall  nuke  out 
n  exact  Tegiatac  of  all  tlu  com- 
la  williiD  hia  eongngatian  ;  which  reg- 
Jl  be  left,  upon  hia  death  or  removal,  for 


It  ahall  ba  the  du^  of  the  tniniilen  of  oar 
church  to  ba  careful  in  obaenring  all  the  direc- 
tiona  of  the  nibrie,  and  of  the  General  CoaTen- 
tion,  which  relate  lo  eommunicinta ;  to  main- 

theit  member*  on  leligioua  aiibjecl* ;  but,  eape- 
ciallj,  to  conTeraa  with  thOH  who  ofler  (hem- 
aelvaa  for  the  hrat  time  for  the  commnuion.  on 
thoas  qualificationa  which  are  proper  for  the 
worthy  recaiTing  of  the  McranieTit^  oiileaB  tbaj 
ba  otharwiaa  aaUafied  that  the;  aia  pmperlr 
qualified. 

lAY  DISCIPUNE. 

CpmBumtmifi  u  int  FmrnUy  Worikif. 
It  ahali  ba  the  dolj  ofeaary  commaDicant  of 
lUa  chorch,  who  ia  the  head  of  a  bmilr,  lo  liia 
ik  Aa  Uitnal  enmaa  of  ftmil*  winbip. 


t^WMI  t*. 

fmKw  M  Om  Prmciplt 

hia  church 


pieaad  wilh  Iha  Jnpanance  aid 
10  Mitj  iha 


tS^  al 


TV  mtmttrt  ^  Aii   Ckiad,  to  U  • 
Ihmr  aUnlmrt  m  FnhhiWen 
llu  membma  of  ihis  church  tball^.^ 
public  woidlip  of  Got)  aa  regulaito  M 
Btantlj  aa,  from  (t^ir  tgr,  iofinntn^M 
cnmatancaa  in  life,  may  be  reauniablf  •f 
aikl  ahall  admit  of  no  sxcuae  for  the  n< 
ihia  important  da^,  bul  auch  aa  they 
at  tlie  hat  of  Ood  m  the  daj'of  judga 


Wbereaa  du  praient  al 
Epiacopal  Chulch  in  Virginia  hai  e 
many  and  groat  intoDVenieoces  from  tl 
of  auch  rogiilationi 


required,  and  ten  tht?  nonperfomianH 
iautig  eanooa :  Now,  m  order  that  aad 
TBtiieticea  nuj  be  removed,  no  far  aa 
thia  ConTention,  aLd  ibit  Ihc  rules  and 
of  the  nid  church,  and  also  those  of  the 
Convention,  may  be  striclly  obaerred  and  (A- 
forced  in  all  time  to  como ;  thai  all  the  ma» 
bera  of  the  aaid  church,  whether  cleigrniMi* 
lajnen,  may  be  excited  lo  the  moat  iNCosa  Ml 
commendable  exertions  lo  furthar,  bj  aU  inlit- 
able  meana.  the  future  proiperilj  of  the  chochl 
Be  it  ordained,  Tbal  any  lay  member  of  Al 
chnrch,  being  a  eommunicant  thereof,  coodncl- 
ing  himaelf  m  a  manner  unworthy  of  a  Chrj*- 
tian,  may  and  ought  to  be  admooiahed  by  dM 
miniatet  and  leatiy  of  the  panah  or  congra^ 
lion ;  and  if  anch  member  peraeiere  in  an 
conduct,  he  ahall  ba  luipended  or  expelled  If 


ippeal  lo  the  ordinary,  who 
Donfitra  01  reject  the  aenlenee. 

CLERICAL  DISCIPLINE. 


Cltrgyman  i 


Offcm 


the  p\tfity  oi  I 
prosperity  of  all  retigioua  commanitiaa  that  Al 
temper  and  deportment  of  their  miiiiMaa  !■ 
preaerred  holy  and  unblameabla  ;  it  ii  iatbf 
declared  to  be  the  duty  of  the  biahop,ar,jra«* 
be  none,  of  the  standing  commiltes,  to  MhiMI^ 
niiance  of  atiy  offence  agamat  decoran  wi  t^ 
I,  of  which  a  prieat  or  deacon  «hal  hi 
upon  ciadible  taatimony.     Db*(dN^ 


lU[ion 
charged  u; 
acanoaloBi 


datfi  diarcgard  of  the  eonitilntian  oi 
tlM  church,  diftHminAting  or  cfMintflnancing  oi 
OpinionB  which  are  contrmij  to  her  doctrin^H 
gftming,  or  uiy  oLhai  Ticioui  or  untcanil]'  direr- 
MDTW,  Bra  offencn  for  whicb  [■■  well  m  for  ■ 
vioUtioa  of  the  Seth  cuioq  of  iha  Qeneral  Con- 
iHktion)  ■  miniiter  nujr  t>«  brought  to  tiinl. 
AimI  the  mode  of  procaeding  aball  ba  la  fo!- 


CONTXNTIOlt  OF  181ft  H; 

II  or  I  Tided  ha  gJTB  nollea  of  cneh  appaal,  within  ai 
ig  of  niDnihi,  to  Iba  biihofi  who  prauded  ID  lb 
inei,  Home  of  Biibop*  at  thaii  Mtsioa  iuineduitet 
iver-     preceding. 


It  ^all  be  Ihe  duty  of 

to  the  Conveiilion  the  auii 


W^nerei  aUiifMtory  inforirwtion  ahalt  be    ^ 
fifva  ID  writing,  bj  any  two  credible  menibrra 
W  the  rhurch  in  thi*  dioce*«,  is  the  biahop  or  ,  ° 
Mnding  coininittee,  that  any  cicrgymui  ig  guilty    ^' 
i  ■  violation  of  tha  canoni,  or  cooductB  him- 
idf  in  any  way  incompatible  with  ilje  chancier 
rflminiiuiol  ChritI,  tlicbithop  ah^ll  lutninon  I 
ameeiiDgof  the  aiandiiig  coinniittce,  or,  ifiheie     ^ 
ta  no  biahop,  the  piesjjeni  of  the  aian^uig  com-  .  ^ 
aiUec  ahBll  auemble  Ilieui,  far  the  puipoae  of     ^, 
■^ly  and  trial.     Notice  of  the  lime  and  place    ^j 
ri  neetiDg  ahall  be  giien  to  the  accuaed  party,     ^ 
■Dd  also  a  copy  of  the  charge  or  charges  Uid      < 
^ainat  auch  clergyman,  at  Icoat  two  monlhi  |  ^ 
More  the  lime  apiioinied  far  trial.      WitneiKi     ,i 
,      Aall  be  called,  and  no  charge  ihall  he  deemed     ^, 
nbataaual  but  upon  the  teatimon]'  of  two  ctedi-  I  ^| 
lla  wiloeaaea,  upon  oath,  either  delivered  eird     „. 
tact,  OI  by  dcpoaitioni  taken   after  reaaonable     |^^ 

■DU.     The  parly  accusDd  may  call  in  any  pet-     ^i 


ry  parish  to  aend 

auin  OI  thirty  dollara  an- 
aa  the  deputies  eiin  pro- 
t  eipenaes  uf  tlie  church ; 


order. 


Tht  rnantur  o/  tlcclnif  VcMlrymcit. 
On  every  Eaater-Mondiiy.  each  pujiih  abalt 
ect  eight  vealryincn  ;  but,  where  it  la  deemed 
ipedieiit,  the  number  may  be  incieaaed  lo 
I'elvc.  Two  weeka  notice  >haU  be  given  of 
e  meeting  by  the  minialer,  from  the  pulpit ; 
,  if  there  be  no  miniatcr,  by  the  «e«tjy ;  and 
there  t>e  no  teatry,  by  any  two  ineinbera' who 
SI  poMeised  the  power  oi 


lUble  a 


kanefit  of  depoailiona  aa  at 
Wiop,  or,  if  there  ba  no 
may  appoint 


epreacr 
lihop,  11 


d  hare  the 
bed.     The 


liJe,      If,  after  hear- 
defpnce  of  the  psrly 

mg  commiltee  ahall  be  of  opinion  (hat  the  per- 
aw  ia  guilty  of  the  charge  or  charge!  brought 
,  igaiiiat  hini,  the  biahop  thall  proceed  10  reprove, 
■iBpaiid,  or  degrade  him,  as  the  offence  may  de- 
Nne.  If  there  b«  no  biahop,  the  tianding  coin- 
Biltaa  ahall  lake  record,  and  give  notice  of  the 
ptmiahnient  due  lo  the  parly  otfending :  and, 
m  the  lalrct  caae,  an  appeal  may  be  made  to  the 
Slats  Coavention,  whoae  deciaion  ihall  be  Bnal. 
Frorided,  That  none  but  a  biahop  ahall  pro- 
BOdnca  aaDtence  of  depoailion  or  degradation 
ftom  the  miniairy  on  any  clergyman,  whether 
biahop,  or  pieabyter,  oi  deacon. 

JfcaiMr  of  pracudtng  eganut  ■  BiMkop. 
If  ihe  biahop  of  thia  church  ahall  roluntarity 
canwnit  any  act  or  acta  violaiing  the  conatitu- 
lioa  01  canona,  preaentmcnC  fhall  he  made  by 
Ihe  Convention  to  two  or  more  biahopa  of  the 
PralaalaiU  Epiacopal  Church  in  the  United 
fltataa.  Such  biahopa  ahall  have  authority  to 
Balitota  a  trial  within  the  dioceaa  of  the  ae- 
Caiad  party ;  and  the  aenience  of  the  two 
bidiopa,  or  of  a  majority  of  a  greater  number. 
bmg  founded  on  iba  canona  of  the  church, 
AnlT ba  final ;  eicept  the  Bentence  of  degrada- 
liaa,  ia  which  caae  be  ahall  be  allowed  the  pnv- 
1^  of  u  ^f«d  to  Itw  Hooaa  oI  Biahopa,  pro- 


fonr 


pal  Church 


beta  of  the  vealiy,  hj 

of  the  church,  who 


h  public  placea  aa  will  aecure  the 
I  meeting.  And  iivery  pew-holder 
r  to  the  lupporl  ol  Ihe  church  ahall 

0  lole.  bveiy  vealryman  aliall, 
hia  acat,  kubacribe  the  foUowing 

tre  the  Holy  Scripturea  of  theC»d 

ilainenta  to  be  the  word  of  God, 

1  all  Ihinga  neceaaary  to  aalration  : 


piev 

nl  Ihe  election  on 

Caatei-Monday,  il  ahall 

flke 
ped, 

place  on  any  lime 
nt  by  peraoiia  aulh 
and  in  ihe  manner 
election,  ihe  forme 

hat  maybe  deem 

orlied  to  call  ibo 

aforeaaid  t  and, 

leatry  ahall  co 

edei- 

meet- 
imtiia 

nambera  shall  ba  lequirad  l< 


n  of  Ihe  ProtesMnt  Epia- 

irginia  which  ditecta  th« 
TBslrytnen  in  the  aoTeial 
ible  to  the  caae  of  church- 


imen  shall  be  rnidr  by  Ihe  paw- 
eiprclive  churchea,  conroniiing, 
of  appointment  and  nianner  of 


IM 


oonmrnm  of  unr. 


pnwribedbjrtbt  lOdi  enoo  wrtdilklMd  bjr  the 
praMftt  CoDventioQ ;  9MC9pUang  in  the  ease  ef 
Cfanst  Church  ie  the  boraa^  of  NorfoOi, 
whieh,  being  under  peculiar  cucumatancet  in 
relation  to  the  namoer  of  troateea,  the  time  and 
■Moner  of  electing  them,  and  their  rector,  may 


be  penHttett  to  oomoob  '%t^ 
tieoi  an  tfaeee  paitiealan. 

OANoii  zn. 
The  canooe  and  conetitetioo 
ed  by  the  former  CooYencMBe  of 
be  and  are  hereby  lepealed. 


Jmnal  of  Uu  Proeeedingt  of  m  Comenium  of  ikt  FnUMiaM  Eptaedpti  Ckmrdk  ef 
wkkk  •MtemUei  t»  Frei€neksbmrg,  on  TWrnbgr,  ikiBtki^  Mmfi  1817. 


A  aumaiNT  number  of  membera  appearing 
to  form  a  Convention,  the  Right  Rev.  Richard 
Channing  Moore,  D.  D.,  bishop  of  thia  diocess, 
took  the  chair  as  president  uf  this  Convention. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the 
certificates  of  appointments  of  the  lay  deputiee  ; 
which  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  John 
Woodvill^,  Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Benja- 
min Day,  reported  forthwith  the  following  mem- 
bers, being  present,  to  be  dulv  appoints,  con- 
formably wiui  the  canons  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  Virainia,  viz. : — 

Francis  Nelson,  for  St.  Martin's  parish,  in 
Hanover  and  Louisa  counties ;  Samuel  Slaugh- 
ter and  Isaac  Winston,  jr.,  for  St.  Stephen's 
Church,  Culoepper  county ;  Laurence  G.  Alex- 
ander, for  Uettingen  parish,-  Prince  William ; 
Samuel  O.  Adams,  for  Henrico  parish ;  Oeorge 
W.  I^tswood,  for  St.  Thomases  Church, 
Onnse  county :  William  Broadus,  for  St. 
Mark's  parish,  Culpepper ;  John  Nelson,  jr., 
for  St.  James's  parish,  Mecklenburg ;  Philip 
Nelson,  for  Frederick  parish  ;  Hugh  Mercer, 
for  Shelbume  parish,  Loudoun  county  ;  EMinund 
I.  Lee,  for  Christ  Church,  Alexandria ;  James 
M.  Gamett,  for  St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex; 
John  Ambler,  for  the  Monumental  Church,  in 
the  city  of  Richmond ;  Thomas  G.  Allen,  for 
Dumfries  parish,  Prince  William ;  Rowzee 
Peyton,  for  Aquia  parish,  Stafford ;  Abram 
Shepherd,  for  St.  Andrew's  parish,  Jefferson  ; 
Robert  Randolph,  for  Hamilton  parish,  Fau- 
quier ;  John  Daingerfifld  and  Robert  Weir,  for 
South  Farnham  parish,  Essex ;  Benjamin  Day, 
for  St.  George's  parish,  Fredericksburg 

The  following  clerical  deputies  appeared  and 
took  their  seats  in  this  Convention,  viz. : — 

The  Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire,  St.  George's 
parish,  Fredericksburg;  the  Rev.  William  H. 
Wilmer,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Alexandria ;  the 
Rev.  John  Philips,  St.  Martin's  parish,  in  Han- 
over and  Jjouisa;  the  Rev.  William  Steel,  Det- 
tingea  parish.  Prince  William ;  the  Rev.  Hugh 
C.Boggs,  Berkeley  parish,  Spotsylvania;  the 
Rev.  George  Lemon,  Hamilton  parish,  Fau- 
quier ;  the  Rev.  Oliver  Norris,  Christ  Church, 
Fairfax  parish,  Alexandria;  the  Rev.  John 
Dunn,  Shelbume  parish,  Loudoun  ;  the  Rev. 
Alexander  Balmain,  Frederick  parish ;  the 
Rev.  John  Woodville,  St.  Mark's  parish,  Cul- 
pepper; the  Rev.  Bonjamin  Allen,  St.  An- 
drew's parish,  Jefferson  county;  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Orrill,  Norbome  pariah,  Berkeley 
eponty;  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft,  St 
JaoMa'a  pariah,  Mecklenbnig  county ;  the  Rev. 


to  theBp;i 


John  L.  Bryan,  Christ  Cfavch«  NorboilN 
ish,  Berkeley  county. 

Ob  motion.  Resolved,  That  Oe  Reft 
iam  Hawle^,  of  the  city  of  Wi 
the  Rev.  Jolm  Baoaman,  of  Oali 
Maiyland,  be  admitted  to  aeaia  in  thi| 
tion  as  honorary  members. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That 
this  Convention  be  presented  to  the 
Dunn,  for  his  evangelieal  and 
course  on  the  duties  of  the  mini 
this  day  in  the  church  of '. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Aln^liider 
the  Rev.  George  Lemon,  the  Rev. 
Bogga,  Mr.  Samuel  G.  Adama,  Mr. 
Broadua,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Day,  bt^a 
tee  to  uke  mto  consideration  the  atalt  lift 
church  in  this  diocess,  and  report  thoniyj 
this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Jolfii  B«Bb,^1 
Rev.  John  PhiUps,  «id  Mr.  PhQip  Neboo, 
committee  to  examine  the  parochial  repoi^ 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Oliver  Noiris,  tit 
Rev.  John  Woodville,  and  Mr.  Edmund  L  Li^ 
be  a  committee  to  examine  the  treasurer's  ao> 
counts.  ^ 

Ordered,   That   the   Rev.  Benwnin  AI1«^ 
Mr.   Abram  Shepherd,  and  Mr.  Robert  Rb» 
dolph,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  accooali* 
of  the  treasurer  of  *'The   Common  Pray«i  ' 
Book  and   Tract  Society  for  the   Diocess  if  , 
Virginia." 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  when  the  CoB> 
vcntion  adjourns  on  this  day,  it  will  adjonn  li  < 
meet  to-morrow  morning,  immediately  after  thi' 
conclusion  of  divine  service. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  accai^  ' 
ingly. 

Wbonbsdat,  May  7,  1817. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad|joan^  , 
ment,  after  divine  service  by  the  Rev.  Join  & 
Ravenscroft. 

The  following  lay  deputies  produced  eaitik 
cates  of  their  appomtmenta,  which,  bei^g  mi 
by  the  secretary,  were  found  conformable  ta  At 
canons  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Chmch  tf 
Virginia;  whereupon  they  took  their  ssalsii 
the  Convention,  viz.  : — 

Mr.  Alexander  Keechr  for  St.  Maiy^Mml^ 
Caroline  county ;  and  Mr.  John  Hool^  Hi  8t. 
Paul's  Church,  Alexandria. 

For  reasona  appearing  to  the  Cmiiaulkc 
Mr.  Robert  S.  Oamett  waa  also  admiltrf  to  ■ 
seat  ta  lay  depatj  izoM  St.  Aane'a  pnnal^ 


CX>Ny£NnON  OF  1817. 


llfk 


The  Rer.  Andrew  Sjme,  from  Briitol  pariih, 
Petenbarg,  and  the  KeT.  William  H.  Hart, 
from  HeDrico  parish,  alao  appeared  and  took 
their  aeats  in  the  Convention. 

ReeoWed,  That  Mr.  James  Hunter,  from  St. 
Anne's  parish,  Essex,  be  admitted,  also,  as  an 
honorarj  member  of  this  Convention. 

The  standing  rules  for  regulating  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Conventions  of  this  diocess,  and  the 
jonmal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee of  the  church  during  the  last  year,  were 
read  by  the  secretary. 

The  Rev.  Benjamin  Allen,  from  the  commit- 
tee to  which  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
Common  Prayer-Book  and  Tract  Society  were 
nfened,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read  and 
approved,  in  the  following  words  : — 

"The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
■ccoonts  of  the  Common  Prayer-Book  and  Tract 
Society,  report : — ^That  they  have  duly  examin- 
ed the  same,  and  find  them  correct,  a  balance 
being  due  the  treasurer  of  $318  75. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
AHen,  that  the  Convention  agree  to  the  follow- 
ing resolutions : — 

Resolved,  That  the  existing  Common  Prayer- 
Book  and  Tract  Society  be  extended  to  the  pro- 
motion of  Christian  knowledge  in  general ;  the 
Innde  to  be  apportioned  among  the  respective 
Bseens  made  use  of,  as  the  managers  may  deter- 


Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  that  an 
enxiliary  society  be  established  in  each  parish, 
one  half  of  whose  funds  shall  be  thrown  into 
the  treasury  of  the  Diocesan  Society  ;  the  re- 
mainder to  be  appUed  as  its  managers  may  de- 
termine. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  said  resolu- 
tions be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  slate 
of  the  church  be  requested  to  inquire  and  re- 
port to  the  Convention,  whether  it  be  proper  or 
not  to  give  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  this 
boose  m  relation  to  the  35th  canon  of  the  Gen- 
enl  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee,  the  follow- 
ing ineamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously 
agreed  to  by  the  Convention  : — 

Whereas  an  erroneous  impression  prevails 
amoo^  the  members  of  the  Protestant  Church  of 
this  diocess,  that  the  Convention,  at  its  last  ses- 
sion in  May,  1816,  by  repealing  the  sixth  canon 
then  in  force,  intendeid  thereby  to  withdraw  from 
the  mmisters  of  the  church  the  power  which  the 
rubric  gave  them  of  reproving,  censuring,  or  re- 
pelling from  the  conmiunion,  any  member  who 
may  be  guilty  of  the  offences  in  the  said  sixth 
canon  deecrilMed : — 

This  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
anch  impression,  feel  themselves  bound  to  de- 
clare, as  they  do  now  unanimously  declare,  that 
anch  cannot  be  fiaiirly  considered  as  the  effect  of 
the  repeal  of  the  sixth  canon  ;  and,  further,  that 
the  Convention  expects  each  minister  will  consci- 
entioualv  execute  the  duty  imposed  on  him  by  the 
jnbric  at  the  church  as  it  relates  to  communicants. 

Reaolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Convention 
do  aeiioualT,  and  in  the  most  affectionate  nwuier, 
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can  on  the  members  of  this  chnrch,  and  particn- 
larly  heads  of  families,  to  comply  with  the  reqniai- 
tions  of  the  3d  and  5th  canons  of  the  church  of 
this  diocess. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer, 
Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
standing  committee,  at  every  meeting  of  the 
Convention,  to  submit,  in  addition  to  the  leport 
of  their  proceed  inffs,  the  documents  also  whicli 
have  been  laid  before  them  during  the  year. 

In  conformity  with  the  10th  article  of  the 
constitution  for  the  government  of  this  diocess, 
the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
standing  committee,  by  ballot ;  whereupon,  the 
Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer,  the  Rev.  Oliver  Nor- 
ris,  the  Rev.  John  Duim,  the  Hon.  Bushrod 
Washington,  the  Hon.  William  Cranch,  and 
Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee,  were  duly  elected. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Eldmund  I.  Lee, 
Resolved,  That  the  deputies  of  this  diocess 
in  the  General  Convention  be  directed  to  use 
their  influence  to  cause  the  next  General  Con- 
vention, succeeding  that  to  be  holden  in  this 
month,  to  hold  their  next  session  in  the  city  of 
Richmond,  or  at  some  place  convenient  to  them- 
selves, and  as  near  the  ciu  of  Richmond  as  that 
convenience  will  admit  of^ 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Alexander  Keech, 
that  the  Convention  agree  to  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions : — 

Whereas,  from  the  present  desolate  state  of  the 
church,  frequent  and  combined  exertion  is  necea- 
sary  for  its  revival  throughout  the  diocess  ;  and 
whereas  the  duties  of  tM  bishop  re<^uire  an  ex- 
emption from  regular  parochial  services,  it  be- 
comes the  sacred  duty  of  this  Convention  to  pro- 
vide the  most  ample  means  in  its  power  for  his 
support,  that  his  exertions  may  give  tone  and 
energy  to  subordinate  efforts  for  the  promoticm  of 
Christian  knowledge  ;  therefore,  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  these  and  other  objects. 

Resolved,  That  the  diocess  of  Virginia  be  divi- 
ded into  as  many  convocational  districts  ss,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Convention,  may  be  most  expe- 
dient, and  that  semi-annual  convocations  be  hold- 
en  in  the  same,  at  such  times  and  nlaces  as  the 
members  of  the  said  convocations  shsil  determine. 

Resolved,  That  each  parish  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  representation  in  these  convocations  of  two  lay 
deputies,  besides  its  clergy. 

Resolved,  That  these  convocations  shall  so* 
perintend  the  interest  of  the  church  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  devise  means  for  raising  finances 
for  the  support  of  the  episcopate,  and  the  promo- 
tion of  Christian  knowledge  in  ^neral,  and  shall 
particularly  attend  to  the  providing  suppUes  fat 
vacant  churches. 

Resolved,  That  the  respective  convocationa 
shall,  at  the  opening  of  each  meeting,  proceed  to 
the  election  of  a  president  and  secretarv :  the  for- 
mer in  all  cases  to  be  elected  from  the  clerical,  the 
latter  from  the  lay  order. 

Resolved,  That  these  meetings  shall  be  under 
the  immediate  control  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocesa, 
and  that  a  report  of  all  proceedings  shall  be  pie- 
pared  by  the  meeting,  signed  by  the  president  and 
secretary,  and  forwarded  to  the  bisnofi,  to  be  by 
him  laid  before  the  ensuing  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  preamble  and  resotn- 
tions  be  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of 
Mr.  Alexander  Keech,  Mr.  £dm«md  L  Lee,  tbt 


1» 


OHiTaimoii  cv  UBT, 


Bm.  aSrti  K«nto,  tk*  lUr.  WBLmb  H.  Wfl- 
wm.ndUi.  JuM K  OnneU. 

On  moliMt,  Ordnrf,  Ttat  bare  of  -bi 
ftom  dM  wrrin  of  thi*  hooo  for  tba  remundar 
U  tba  »i]imnn  be  puUd  to  Mr.  Sunui ' 

And  l^o  tba  Conrantioii  adjoiiniad  mitil  to- 


TiDMMT,  Htr  i,  1817. 

Tb«  CimT«Dtwii  mM  according  to  i 
■Mt,  wtl  wu  opBMd  wilh  difine  mi 
Ike  Rot.  Wmiua  H.  WUmcr. 

Hi.  EdBBDi  I.  Laa,  from  ibe  comn 
wfcoiB  lb*  iMclatiau  aabmittad  b;  Hi.  Ahxan- 


of  thavrbola 


Tba  Coonntiaii,  tceordin^ri  naolTad  itaelf 
■I*  ■  GOraaitloa  of  the  whole  houie,  "- 
JiBM  H.  OtmattiB  the  chtii ;  and  aflei 
■■B*  wp»t)t  Ihonin,  the  {Kcurient  rewine 
•hair,  tai  Hi.  OameU  nported,  That  the 
nllM  of  Iha  nbola  booie  had,  lecoidiag 
im,  had  ondar  cuoaidentioii  the  iiid  nport  and 
iMolatioiia,  and  agned  id  lareral  ameiidiiwnta 
Iliaialn.  whidi  be  deliTcrad  in  iberawith  at  the 
Mantaif'a  table ;  which  ameodmenta,  boing 
briea  laad,  were,  on  quealion*  aeraiallT  pot 
tbanopoD,  agraad  to  bj  the  Coavaatiao, 

Tlw  aaid  npOTt  and  naohtliooa,  aa  uMnded, 
Mgatbai  with  the  addreaa  tbeiebr  propoaed,  ha- 
bg  twice  read,  iren  agned  lo  id  the  foUowi^ 


The; 


to  whon 


raaolatiOM  on  ihe  auhjecl 
into  contocatioaal  diitri 


t  referred  aundry 


Older,  had  Iha 

We  agraed  lo  the  following  reaoluliona,  wl 
ibat  bes  leaie  to  aiibmit. 

Reaor>ed,  That  for  Iha  pnrpoae  of  roiaing  a  fund 
Ibi  the  •npport  of  numalera  who  [nay  be  appointed 
accmding  to  the  rulea  and  canona  of  the  church, 
to  pieacb  in  lh«e  aecLions  of  Ihe  dioceaa 


aappon  of  thi 
d  (n  anv  particillai 
hurch  do.  in  Iheii 


_.  ..        jr  may  hereafter  be  wr... 

•nd  aiao  to  raise  nxioey  for  the 

biahop,  without  being  '"     '  '*  " 

pariah,  ihe  ministeia  o 

napectttfl  patuhea,  at  aucn  iime  aa  tuey  anai. 

deeni  mou  fit.  endeatour  lo  coUecl.  by  a  colJec 

lloD  m  tbeir  cfaurchea,  or  by  lUbKripliona.  aueli 

■uroa  of  mooey  a*  the  frienda  of  religion  ahalt  be 

j; i  . ._■, ---irardi  the  objects  ot  thii 


ReH'lied.  That  all  ,  .. 

locted  aa  aJbreaaid,  intended  by 
be  applied  to  the  aupport  of   ' 


ley  which  ma;  bo  col- 

bUhop.  shall  be 
■jFj  ui  Liiia  chUKh,  to  be 
Ihe  standing  commiuee 


aball  direct.     And 

be  raised  for  (he  aupport  of  the  minislera  ahall  be 

placed  in  the  bands  of  theiestryof  the  respectiie 

Reaolved,  Th»t «»  copies  of  the  following  ad- 
dreaa, and  of  these  molulions,  be  printed,  and 
eight  copiea  thereof  be  Iranaoutled,  aa  auon  aa 

Cracticablo.  by  the  aecretary,  to  the  clerical  and 
ly  delegalas  attending  Ihe  present  Convention, 
arid  to  such  of  the  ministeia  of  thia  church  who 
are  not  attending  tba  Conientioa.  all  of  whom 


tanee.    If  Ihe  father  does  a 

Jie  on^nitoi  of  hia  fan    ,  _ 

will  life  long  aoouth  to  riot  in  Aa  ^ 
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bridled  comiption  of  their  heftrtt,  which  no  check 
but  Heaven  ain  reclaim,  and  to  despiee,  if  not  to 
curae,  the  author  of  their  existence,  who  neglected 
to  impoae  religious  restraints  on  appetites  which 
DO  earthly  inHuence  can  subdue.  If  oar  own 
bearta  have  been  rendered  so  callous  by  our 
neflact  of  public  worship,  that  we  are  ourselves 
wilUng  to  forego  its  enjoyments  and  its  blessings, 
let  us  not,  however,  fling  them  away  from  our 
children. 

You  are  Christians.  The  divine  intercessor  for 
man  has  said,  **  When  two  or  three  meet  together 
in  my  nsme,  there  sm  I  in  the  midst  of  them  ;** 
Will  you  renounce  the  promised  intercourse  with 
God  r  Are  you  parents  ?  intercept  not  from  your 
ehildr«n  the  light  which  Heaven  would  shed  to 
iUamiDe  their  path  through  life  to  eternity.  As 
dtiaena,  you  love  your  neighbours  and  your  coun- 
trymen. Will  you  withbuld  from  them  the  moral 
and  religious  instruction  of  the  liturgy  and  the  pul- 
|»it,  inspiring  *'  on  earth  peace— gouu- will  towards 
man  ;"  unitmgihem  in  bonds  wrought  by  almighty 
banda;  and  subliming  their  afllections,  from  the 
low  and  grovelling  objects  of  sensual  appetite,  into 
neial  benevolence  and  Christian  charity  ! 

Every  relation  m  which  we  staiid  to  God,  to 
omaelves,  to  our  Cuiilies,  and  to  society,  demands 
from  ua  a  fervent  zeal,  and  an  active  effort  to  re- 
mote the  church  which  we  profess,  uurified,  by 
the  revolutions  she  has  undergone,  from  former 
dboaea,  endowed  by  public  veneration  and  Chris- 
tian piety,  and  supported  by  the  purity  of  her  doc- 
trinea,  the  integrity  of  her  ministers,  and  the  be- 
nevolent toleration  of  all  religious  classes. 

With  theae  views  the  annexed  subscription- 
p^MT  is  <^kred,  to  ascertain  the  willingness  and 
ability  of  individuals  to  aid  the  revival  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  in  this  diocess,  and  to 
eontribute  to  the  support  of  a  minister  for  the  en- 
•oiDg  year. 

The  Rev.  Alexander  Balmain,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  church,  presented  a 
report,  which  was  read,  and  being,  on  motion, 
amended,  approved  by  the  Convention  ;  and  the 
ameDdraent  thereby  proposed  to  the  6th  canon 
waa  agreed  to,  aa  follows : — 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
aideration  the  state  of  the  church,  and  report 
thereon,  having  taken  the  same  into  considera- 
tioD,  aoid  examined  the  canons  of  the  church, 
report,  That  the  uniting  of  the  vestry  with  the 
mmister  in  the  admonition  and  the  suspension 
of  a  lay  member,  being  a  communicant,  as  in 
the  sixth  canon,  is  inconsistent  with  the  rubric. 
The  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the 
aaid  canon  be  so  altered  as  to  give  to  the  min- 
.ister  alone  the  power  of  admonishing  and  sus- 
pending ;  then  the  canon  will  read  thus :  **  Be 
It  ordained,  That  any  member  of  the  church, 
beio^  a  communicant  thereof,  conducting  him- 
self m  a  manner  unworthy  of  a  Christian,  may 
end  ou|^  to  be  admonished  or  suspended  by 
the  minuter  of  the  parish  or  congregation,  ac- 
cording to  the  rubric.*' 

'With  respect  to  the  advice  requested  by  the 
Rer.  Mr.  Philips  on  the  state  of  things  in  his 
pariah,  St.  Martin's,  in  Hanover  county,  the 
committee  laments  that  such  a  state  should 
have  ever  occuned.  But  inasmuch  as  Mr. 
PhiJipe  had  no  agency  in  producing  it,  and  has 
no  power  to  remedy  it,  no  censure  can  attach 
10  him  Cor  its  continnance. 


The  Rev.  Oliver  Norris,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounta, 
reported.  That,  upon  examination,  the  same  were 
found  fair  and  correct ;  and  thai  the  balance  in 
his  hands,  at  the  meeting  of  the  present  Con- 
vention, was  two  hundred  and  thirty-hve  dollars 
eighteen  cents,  as  appears  by  the  following 
statement  of  the  said  accounts  : — 

WiUiam  Munford,  Treaaurtr  of  the  ProteMtant 
Epitcopal  Church  of  Virginuit  Br. 

1816,  May  23.— To  balance  due  as  per 

settlement,  ....  |go  53 

To  cash  received  for  contributions 
from  the  parishes  for  the  year  1816, 
as  follows ' — 

OfManchester  Parish,  by  David  Patteson,  10  00 
St.  Martin's  Parish,  Hanover,  by  Dr. 

Berkeley, 80  00 

St.  Mary's  Parish,  Caroline,  by  Alex. 

Keech, 30  00 

Shelburne  Parish,   Loudoun,  by  the 

Rev.  John  Dunn,  -  -  •  16  00 
Cumberland  Parish,  Lunenburg,  by 

John  Buford,  -  -  -  -  80  00 
Bristol  Parish,  Prince  George,  by  tlie 

Rev.  Andrew  Syroe,  -  -  -  30  00 
Henrico  Parish,  by  Dr.  Adams,  -  80  00 
St.George's  Parish,  by  the  Rev.  E.  C. 

M'Guire, 30  00 

Hamilton  Parish,  by  Robert  Randolph,  30  00 
St.  Andrew's   Parish,  Jefferson,   by 

Benj.  Allen,  jr.,  -        -        •     30  00 

Frederick  county,  by  the  Rev.  William 

Meade, 60  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Alexandria,  by  the 

Rev.  William  H.  Wdmer,  -  -  30  00 
Lexington  Parish,  by  the  Rev.Charles 

Crawford,           -        -        -        -     30  00 
Beckford  Parish,  by  Benjamin  Black- 
ford,   80  00 

St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper,  by 

Samuel  Slaughter,  -  -  -  80  00 
St.  Mark's  Parish,  do.,  by  MajorThom,  80  00 
The  Monumental  Church  in  the  city 

of  Richmond,  bv  Dr.  McClurg,  -  30  00 
St.  PauKs  Parish,  King  George  county, 

by  Richard  Stuart,  -  -  -  30  00 
Washington  Parish,  Westmoreland, 

by  Henry  Lee,  jr.,  -  -  -  30  00 
Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  by  Francis 

Adams, 30  00 

Fredericksville  Parish,  Albemarle,  by 

Hugh  Nelson,     -        -         -        -    80  00 
Oct.  23. — Of  Staunton  Parish,  by  Chap- 
man Johnson,     -  -        •    80  00 
From  Cumberland  county,  by  Willis 

Wilson, 80  00 


1816, 
May.- 


Cr. 


$726  63 


-By  account  for  printing  paid  by 
the  Rev.  Willmm  HTWihner, 
and  deducted  by  him  from  the 
cash  entered  as  paid  by  him  to 
the  treasurer,  aa  aforeaaid,       16  60 


Amouit  carried  Ibrward, 


•16  60 


i 


IM 


oomnirnm  OP  HIT. 


AmoodI  bran^  Ibrwwd,  916  60 

Ai^  6.— Bj  cMh  laid  Biihop  Moore  in 
odvanco  to  dofimy  oKpannw  of 
•pncopil  nsitatioiia,  •rimng 
prineiptUy  from  tha  hire  of  a 
eairiasOf  -        -        -        -  100  00 
**   JHt^By  do.  laid  Ritchie,  Trae- 
heert,  and  Da-Val.  for  print- 
inff  1,800  copiee  of  the  Jour- 
wSm  of  Convention,  -        -    99  84 
Oet  S8.— By  do.  paid  Biahop  Moore  to- 
wards defraying  expenses  of 
episcopal  Tiiiutions,  - 
«    Si.— By  kMs  in  exchange  of  9368 
of  Baltimore  and  Alexandria 
bank  notes  for  Virginia  notes, 
at  7  per  cent., 
**    96. — ^By  cash  paid  Bishop   Moore 
on  account  of  expenses  of 
episcopal  Tisitations,  -  101 

Dec.  91. — By  cash  paid  do.  on  the  same 

account,  -        -        -    95  00 

Balance  dae,  -        -  385  18 


-    60  00 


18  76 


85 


9785  53 


1917,  Mm  6. 

IB^  balance  doe  from  the  treasurer,  9885  18 

BMolTod,  That  the  report  of  the  said  com- 
■ittee  be  approred. 

Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  from  the  committee  on  the 
nbiect  of  tne  psrochial  reports,  presented  a  re- 
port, which  was  read  and  approvea,  as  follows : — 

The  conunittee  on  the  subject  of  the  parochial 
reports,  beg  leare  to  report  toe  foHowinff  conden- 
sed statement  of  the  reports  that  have  oeen  sub- 
mitted to  them : — 

The  report  from  the  parish  of  Hampton  is  fa- 
Toorable.  A  new  church  has  been  erected  in 
Warrenton,  in  Hampton  parish. 

The  report  from  Bristol  parish  states  the  num- 
ber of  communicants  to  be  increasing,  and  that 
the  state  of  the  church  is  now  more  prosperous 
than  it  was  when  the  last  report  was  made. 

The  report  from  the  parish  of  St  Stephen  states, 
that  there  are  about  twenty-five  communicants 
there — forty  baptisms. 

The  report  from  the  parish  of  Henrico  states, 
that  the  church  there  is  in  a  prosperous  state. 
The  number  of  conununicants  has  increased  since 
the  last  report. 

The  report  from  the  parish  of  St.  Mark's,  Cul- 
pepper county,  represents  the  church  to  be  in  a 
more  prosperous  state  than  formerly.  Communi- 
cants forty—baptisms  twentv — marriages  seven. 

The  report  from  the  parisn  of  Norbome  states, 
that  there  are  two  churches  in  that  parish,  one  in 
the  town  of  Martinsburg,  the  other  m  the  gap  of 
the  mountain  eight  miles  from  Martinsburg.  The 
number  of  communicants  is  small  in  the  church 
in  town.  The  congregation  belonging  to  the 
numatain  church  is  numerous — conununicants 
from  thirty  to  forty.  The  foundation  of  a  church 
has  lately  been  laid  near  the  site  of  the  old  one — 
baptisms  twenty-nine—marriages  one — commu- 
nicants in  the  parish  at  large  seventy-eisht 

The  report  from  the  church  in  Winchester 
states,  that  there  are  between  thirty  and  forty 
oommonicants  there,  and  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
2{*chamens.  The  church  in  the  lower  part  of 
^*  pariah  flouiishing^-fram  fifty  to  azty  com- 


ftuMials  ite.^  _  ^ 

The  lopoit  froin  CnrHt  Chnio,  BotIm 
as  IbOowoth :— thirty-one   rflmnwrnin 
tjms  fbity-three— catachnnMna  tfaM] 
neat   and  oommodioos  chnicfa  bai 
arBctOtt. 

The  lapoit  from  St  Ooorge*k  paiiAt  V 
bore,  ststes,  that  there  are  mnetj  eon 
in  the  FVedericksborg  chureh-Hnmim 
— baptisms  forty-five— deaths  sixteen. 

The  report  from  St  Mary*lB  parinh. 
states,  that  a  Christisn  spirit  is  nicuml 
parish,  and  that  there  is  a  probability  of 
being  commenced  in  Port  Koral  in  tfan 
June  next    Communicants  tniitr. 

The  report  from  the  parish  of  St.  Jia 
lenbuig,  states,  that  the  qnrit  of  ial|| 
▼iving  there.  A  new  buildmg  for  tbs  ■ 
public  worship  is  begun,  and  will  be  finii 
the  month  of  October.  One  of  thn  old 
has  been  partially  repaired,  and  will  bao 
so  in  a  short  time. 

The  report  from  the  psrish  of  Dontt 
that  a  vestry  has  been  elected  for  th 
Communicants  thirty-two— baptima  atal 
echumens  twenty — deaths  seven. 

The  report  from  the  parish  of  Amua  i 
members  of  the  church  m  that  parin  an 
their  attachment  to  the  church,  by  rmati 
ancient  edifice,  which  has  been  dilapnili 
municants  sixteen— baptisms  twenty-A«i 
five— catechumens  twelve. 

The  report  from  St.  Anne*sj)aiish^  Em 
thst  there  exists  a  general  disposition  ai 
people  to  attend  public  worship,  and  a  wi 
to  support  a  resident  cleigyman.  Coaa 
thirty. 

The  report  from  the  pansh  of  Shelbm 
that  there  are  thirty -five  communicanti 
that  parish — baptisms  twenty — marriag 
funerals  two — psalmody  in  a  prosperous  > 

The  report  from  the  parish  of  St  4 
states,  that  there  are  one  nundred  ccnm 
in  that  parish — baptisms  eighty-seven.  ' 
church  in  Charlestown  is  n^rly  finisfai 
church  in  a  progressive  state. 

The  report  from  the  parish  of  Sootii  ] 
states,  that  the  church  m  that  parish  is 
revive.    A  new  church  is  about  to  be  boi 

The  Monumental  Church  is  repreeent 
in  a  quiet  state — communicants  increan 
church  in  Alexandria  continues  to  inmri 
communicants  in  the  two  churches.  It 
to  the  committee  that  the  church  in  the  1 
Neck  is  reviving. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  James  M.  Gamett, 
canon  for  the  government  of  the  cburcl 
diocess  was  amended,  by  striking  theid 
words,  "  and  shall  admit  of  no  excuM 
neglect  of  this  important  duty,  but  sudi 
may,**  and  inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  « 
stricken  out,  the  following,  viz. :  "  and  d 
lect  the  performance  of  this  important 
no  cause  whatever,  but  such  as  they  m 

The  said  canon,  as  amended,  was, 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  t 
vention,  being  in  the  following  words  > 

The  members  of  this  church  shall  at 
public  worship  of  God  as  regularly  1 
stantly  as,  from  their  age,  infirmities,  and 
stances  in  life,  may  be  reasonably  expect 
shall  neglect  the  performance  of  this  ii 
doty  for  no  cause  whaterar,  but  aaeh 


CONTEHnoN  OF  1B17. 


Bighl  pla^  at  Iha  bu  of  Ood  in  iba  lii;  of 

jlHUnitDl. 

Ths  Kar,  WiUiim  H.  Wilmer  pmentsd  » 
Npoit  of  tb*  nuoKgn*  of  the  ComiDOn  Pnrer 
Book  lad  Tncl  Soriat;  of  the  iliocaM  of  Vu- 
oinU,  which  wu  lud  um  appraved,  being  in  the 
MUoinng  worda  : — 

EariraAiT  tbi  riains  of  Iha  lui  ConTaniioo, 
Iba  nunagan  of  the  Prayer-Book  and  Traci  Ho 
ciMr  mad*  airanfaoianta  fot  eiirying  into  eRacl 
the  objccU  of  the  aueielT.  With  ibis  new  they 
procurad  from  Philadelphia  twenlj-tiiB  n^Bl^■  of 
paper,  and  proceeded  to  print  S,500  Tincln,  No,  1, 
which  hiTo  been  forwaided  to  the  dUTeitnt  pam 
of  tbi  Hale,  They  iJao  ordered  100  pmyer-bonkt 
of  the  Uereotrpe  edition,  ind  lUO  of  a  larger  aize. 


DBdahea 

•BnchiDamMraathe  a 

-B.     Since 

(bare  bate  botn  received  the  •am  of  > 

ileen  dol- 

Ian  twelTe  and  a  half  c 

nta,  and  1,00 

SaeietjofSl.Andraw'a 

There  aie  no 

••011  hand 

and  the  Ireainrer  ii  in 

laperhiaacc 

BUntuOK 

To  mnnneiata  Ihaae  mpoiwibilitiei. 
worida  ths  mnoi  fat  the  further  operali 
Ihia  aociMT,  the  eieitioua  of  the  mmiote 
vaatriea  will  be  neceaaary  :  withoui  ibfir  i 
eo-opnation  wa  ahall  be  unable  to  proceed  f 
Bat  we  tiuat  that  the  importance  of  the 
will  plead  il*  own  canae,  and  ctEite  an  ad 
Wal  in  the  frienda  of  the  church  and  of  r> 
Who  can  laU  how  much  light  mair  be  dil 
bow  orach  eril  prevented  ;  how  n 
■—"■--■  '- — I  the  Mrth;  !-—- 

hfe.  by  the  bl 


tolbeci 

menl  of  the  church  ol  thia  dioceia  waa  cooaii 
eied  and  approved  by  the  Convention,  and  o 
denid  lo  be  tranamittad  to  the  aaiaial  Tealrit 
of  the  pariihei  which  have  talifiad  the  aaid  cOl 

It  il  propoaed,  bv  way  of  anwodnieat  to  tl 

Rut  article  of  the  conalilution  lor  the  goveti 
menl  of  the  Proleatant  Epiicopal  Church  of  Vi 
ginii,  that  there  ahall  be  a  Coaveritiaa  of  it 
aaid  church  on  the  third  Thurtdof  in  May  i 
each  year;*  but  the  Convention  which  meei 
in  the  year  previoua  to  the  meeting  of  the  Gei 
era!  Convention,  may  have  power  to  appoml  tli 
lima  and  place  of  meetmg  lor  the  nait  annni 

On  inotion,  Reulved.  That  the  maeline  of  tl: 
neit  Oonvenlion  of  the  church  of  Ihii  diocei 
ahall  be  al  Wincheiler, 

The  Re*.  Wm.  H.  Wilmer,  from  the  aland 
ing  cammittee,  prnented  a  report,  which  wi 
read,  aa  follow!  . — 

The  atandiiig  committee  beg  leave  to  report 
That,  in  obedience  (o  the  reaJution  of  the  lai 
tion,  Ihat  they  ibould  prepare  ■  deliile 
for  effecting' the  object  of  ■  former  le( 
tei  publiihed  by  ilio  ilandiog  committee,  the 


have  publiihed  ai 


atma  hfe.  by 


by  the  Rev.  Benjimiii  Allen  were 

I  alien 

up,  and 

leCon 

i«rrrS:'?,S'»£rta'L 

rew)lve< 

ee.  Mr 

Jame. 

H.  Oamett  iu  the  chair ;  and  after   Mn 

■pent  Ikareio,  Ike  pieaident  reaumed  Ih 

and  Mr.  OjiubU  reported.  That  thi 

comm 

ttee  uf 

(ha  wbola  honae  fakd.  according  to 

order. 

hadun- 

flia,  and 
cbhed 

KS 

In  thatawith  at  Iha  aeeretary'i  table. 

The  aaid  amendrrtenti  being  twice  read, 
ware,  on  qneitiona  aeverally  put  Ihereupon, 
^tMd  to  b^  the  Convention  :  ai  were  alao  the 
•ud  raaolntiona  aa  amended,  being  in  the  fol- 
loartng  worda  : — 

Reaolved,  That  it  be  recommended  that  an 
Aiuiliaiy  Common  Prayer-Boolt  and  Tract  So- 
ciety be  eatahliibed  in  each  pariah,  one  half  of 
wb)Me  funda  ahall  be  ihrewn  into  the  treaaury 
of  the  Dioceaan  Society,  the  raniaii  ' 


red.  That  in  thoae  pariahei  wher 
and  veitiy,  the  ministi 
be  the  managen  of  the  i 


■•  panah 

their  own    managaia,  not  aiceoding   threa    i 
On  MPtisD,  tha  Allowing  propoaitiaa  of  ■ 


^  ilcd  to  the  diilereB 

pariahei ;  Ihat  they  have  received  aiauraoca 
from  St.  jimea'a  pariih,  in  Mecldenburg  counli 
that  the  lum  of  hfty-ieven  dollara  will  annual! 
be  paid  by  certain  peraoni  in  that  pariah  to  th 
■upport  of  the  epiacopitei  from  St.  Andrew' 
pariah,  in  JeOeraon  county,  that  Sltj  dollara,  aa 
from  Chtial  Church,  Alexandria,  that  one  hnn 
dred  dollara,  will  in  like  manner  be  paid  to  ih 
aame  object ;  ai>d  promiiea  have  been  receivo 
from  aeveral  other  parithea  that  they  will  con 
tribute,  al  the  next  Convention,  what  ia  io  the! 
power. 

On  molioD  of  lbs  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenacrofl 
Kesolved,  That  the  Handing  committee  b 
rcqueated  to  send  to  each  pariA  in  thia  diocaa 
a  copy  of  their  circular  letter  on  the  aubject  o 
the  fund  fot  the  luppon  of  the  epiacopale ;  tha 
■nolher  opportunity  may  be  alTorded  to  aueh  a 
have  been  diiappointed  in  contributing  to  tbi 
very  etaenlial  object. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  tha  election 
by  ballot,  of  aii  delegilea,  lo  repreeenl  lh< 
church  of  thia  dioceaa  m  (he  approaching  Gen 
eral  Convention  ;  whereupon  the  Rev.  Wm.  H 
Wilmer,  Ibe  Re*.  Oliver  Norria,  the  Re*.  Johi 
Dunn,  Mr.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Mr.  Hugh  Nel 
ion,  and  Mr.  Hugh  Mercer,  were  duly  electwl. 
On  molionofMi.  Edmund  I.  Lee, 
Ordered,  That  eighiy  dallin  oach  be  appro 
prilled  lu  defray  the  eioensei  of  the  biabof 
and  of  the  clerical  and  lay  deputies  from  tbi 
diocesi  to  the  General  Convention. 

Reulved,  unanimously.  That  Ibe  aipenae 
of  the  Bacreta>7,  in  atlanding  Ihia  Oonvenlion 

•  Tha  meeting  of  the  neil  Conventioo  will  b 
on  the  Ihinl  Tuesday  >n  Hay,  IBIS ;  for,  aeconliit 
to  the  13lh  article  of  the  eonatiiution,  tba  ahov 
propoeitlca  will  not  be  valid  and  ohiigalcty  nnti 
approved  by  tbat  body. 


OQNTEMTION  W  IKT. 


to  tefoidcd  to  Im  out  of  the  loiidt  of  the 
chnicn. 

RetolTed,  noMiimoutlj,  That  tha  thanks  of 
this  CoDTeotion  be  tendered  to  Mr.  Munford,  for 
hii  leakrat  aerricee  at  secretary. 

The  Right  Rev.  Biahop  Moore  delivered  to 
tlie  Convention  his  addresa  on  the  atate  of  the 
dnirch,  which  being  heard, 

Reaolved,  nnanimoaaly,  That  the  thanka  of 
Ihia  Conveation  be  preaented  to  the  Right  Rev. 
Rkhard  Ghanning  Moore,  D.  D.,  for  hia  appro- 
priate and  affectionate  pastoral  address ;  and 
that  he  be  requeated  to  fumiah  a  copy  thereof 
fK  inaertion  on  the  Journal. 

The  aaid  addreaa  ia  in  the  following  words : — 

1^  peculiar  datiea,  brethren,  which  are  at- 
tiehed  to  the  episcopal  office,  I  have  endeav- 
oured faithfully  to  discharge.  Nearly  three 
mootha  of  the  last  year  have  been  devoted  to 
0|N8eopal  viaitations,  during  which  time  I  have 
traveraed  an  extensive  district  of  country,  and 
have  attended  to  the  concerns  of  as  many 
paridiea  aa  the  duties  due  my  own  parochial 
chuwe  would  admit  of. 

My  labours  commenced  in  the  county  of 
OrangOt  at  which  place  I  preached  to  a  large 
and  attentive  auditory,  celebrated  the  Lord's 
Slipper,  and  administered  the  rite  of  confirma- 
tion to  a  goodly  number.  From  thence  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Albemarle,  and  officiated  in  two 
chnichea,  and  alao  in  the  courthouse  in  Char- 
lotteaville.  CronMing  the  Blue  Ridffe,  I  passed 
a  Sabbath  in  Staunton,  and  preachra  twice  to  a 
nmhitnde  of  reapectable  and  attentive  hearers. 
Returning  from  thence,  I  visited  the  county  of 
Nelson,  and  preached  in  two  different  places. 
I  then  passed  into  Amherst,  and  officiated  in 
New  Glasgow  and  Gaines*s  church.  I  then 
visited  Lynchburg,  at  which  place  I  preached 
twice   on  the  Sabbath  to   very  large   congre- 

fations,  and  lectured  the  day  following  at  the 
ouse  of  Mr.  Ward,  a  zealous  and  worthy 
member  of  the  church.  The  county  of  Buck- 
ingham then  became  the  object  of  my  attention, 
in  which  part  of  the  diocess  I  preached  at  the 
courthouse.  Passing  from  thence  to  Cumber- 
land, I  officiated  in  one  church  on  the  Sabbath, 
and  in  another  on  the  Tuesday  following. 
Leaving  Cumberland,  I  passed  into  Lunenburg, 
and  preached  in  two  churches  to  a  multitude  of 
reliffious  worshippers,  some  of  whom  had  trav- 
elled between  thirty  and  forty  miles  to  receive 
the  Holy  Eucharist.  Having  performed  my 
duties  in  that  county,  I  visited  Mecklenburg, 
and  preached  three  times  to  very  large  audito- 
ries. In  these  two  last  places  it  is  my  duty  to 
observe,  that  the  efficiency  of  the  labours  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Ravenscroft  was  evidenced  by  the 
crowds  who  attended  upon  my  services,  and  the 
deep  sensation  which  they  exhibited  during  the 
time  of  our  devotional  exercises.  The  Supe- 
rior Court,  which  was  sitting,  adjourned;  and 
the  worthy  judge,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar, 
with  but  one  exception,  attended  the  services  of 
the  sanctuary. 

Having  discharged  my  duties  in  those  coun- 
ties, I  visited  Halifax,  and  preached  at  the 
WHurthouae  to  a  very  numeroua  and  attentive 


■Mombly.  I  ttan  utmti  ihm 
paaaed  one  Sabbath  in  N.  C,  «imI  Mwochod  lit 
email  bol  davoot  congtagotiop.  Upon  09  n- 
tam  to  Riehmond  I  atoppiBd  in  ChanoCto  €mm» 
ty,  and  preached  to  a  laepeetabla  lougiognii 
After  lemaininff  in  nty  own  parin  a  fcv 
weeks,  I  visited  wis  city  (F^tienekthuig),  m 
which  place  I  officiated  aa  usiial  to  a  uummem 
and  devout  people.  (Here  I  diink  it  bv  M|f 
to  remark,  tnat  from  aU  the  obeervatioaB  I  hnt 
made,  the  labours  of  Mr.  MKSnire  havoiaemi 
the  ssnction  of  his  God.  He  Uvea  in  the  haartitf 
the  pioua  people  of  hia  charge,  and  meiili  tlii 
expression  of  my  pastoral  ajiprobaiion.)    Bm 


I  waa  joined  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley  ani  Ml 
M*Gaire,  who  attended  me  to  Poet  Koyal,  ■! 
on  my  route  through  the  Northern  Nock  of  TW' 
ginia.      At  Port  Royal  Mr.   H.   and  ijhM" 

preached  to  a  huge  aaaembly,  whoae  attackiMift 
to  the  church  of  their  fathers  waa  evinced,  aol 
only  by  their  devout  behavioar,  bat  also  If 
their  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  lita|f. 
The  reaponses  were  audibly  made,  and  enMd 
in  my  mind  the  most  pleaainff  eenaatioai.  I 
then  creased  the  Rappahannock,  and  pnachad 
in  the  courthouae  in  King  Geoiffe  to  a  higi 
and  respectable  congrmtion.  Leaviqg  ttot 
l^ace,  I  visited  and  preached  at  Mattoc  auBck 
The  next  day  Mr.  M*Goire  officiated  at  iht 
courthouae  in  Westmoreland  coonty.  Wt 
then  passed  on  to  Northumberland :  bat,  ai  Iki 
notice  of  our  mtentiona  had  not  reached  At 
neighbourhood  of  the  church,  the  congregaliot 
was  small.  I  however  lectured  for  them  Wt 
then  visited  Richmond  county,  at  which  place 
I  preached  to  an  assembly  much  alive  to  the 
subject  to  which  I  called  their  attention,  and 
delighted  with  the  prospect  of  a  revival  of  the 
church  among  them.  From  thence  we  went 
to  Lancaster,  and  J  preached  upon  a  week-day 
in  the  church  in  that  county.  The  congregatioa 
hstened  to  the  tidings  of  salvation  with  great 
attention,  and  the  sensibility  they  manifested 
gave  me  reason  to  hope  that  my  labonr  io  die 
Lord  was  not  in  vain. 

Having  thus  performed  the  duties  I  hid 
marked  out  in  that  district,  I  returned  to  PMt 
Royal,  preached  again  in  that  place,  and  admin- 
istered the  rite  of  confirmation  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  persons.  The  sensation  which  uev  bad 
evinced  during  my  first  visit  again  manifested 
itself,  and  deeply  affected  my  heart. 

In  the  course  of  the  winter,  I  have  preached 
in  Fluvanna,  Buckingham,  Cumberland,  end 
Chesterfield  counties. 

In  every  section  of  the  state  which  I  have  visit- 
ed (and  these  visits  have  been  very  general),! 
have  observed  the  most  sincere  and  ardent attadh 
ment  to  the  church.  From  the  temper  of  the  pet> 
pie  I  draw  the  most  pleasing  conclusiona :  ana  off 
mind  is  perfectly  convinced,  that,  were  it  poen* 
ble  to  procure  a  greater  number  of  faithful  nun- 
isters,  those  ministers  would  be  received  with 
joy  by  the  vacant  parishes,  and  provision  made 
for  their  support.     Brethren,  we  have  mudt  ia 
do  ;  and  while  any  thing  remains  to  be  done,  I 
trust  that  no  languor  will  be  exhibited  by  eithv 
minittera  or  people,  bat  that  every  narva  wfll 


CONTBIITK»(  OF  liUl 


M   eiwtcd  h>^  Mny  into  Bflect  tlia  hallowed 
MDta  ID  which  HO  hare  engaged, 

Brelhran,  it  i»  thii  church  of  God,  and  of  o 
lith*n !  It  it  true  ihe  hiu  b««n  |in>unita 
Itw  duit;  but  from  bet  ruin*  (he  impbrM  o 


AGr«(it,  bralhnn,  nj  liiwne  wiatiM  (or  jont 
preMnt  and  stsnial  hiiquaan. 

R.  C.  Moomt. 
On  motion  of  the  Rut.  Gf^orge  l.«mon, 
Resolved,  Thai  acTen  hiindcrd  and  hft^  copin 
f  ihfl  Joumal  of  ihii  Conrantion  be  pnnteJ  ; 
id  that  IweniT  be  aenl  to  each  |i«riah. 
No  further  busineaa  being  herore  the  Con- 
ention,  on  motion,  Ihe  ConTeniion  adjourned, 
I  meei  at  Wincheiler,  on  ihe  third  Tueidaj  in 
lay  next, 

RlOHAaO  CHlNRIMa  MooiR, 

Btahop  of  the  P.  E    Church  of  Virginia. 

Atteit,  Wh.  MnnroiD,  Secrelarj. 

The  bib  and  8lh  canons  of  the  church  of  thia 

diocBU,  a*  amended  bj  ihii  Conventioc,  are  io 


0  look  for  grt 
cm.  viui  eiisiuuiu,  i  Grml*  believe,  win  w 
erawned  with  lucceaa  ;  our  Zion  will  raiae  her 
dejected  head— be  diarobed  hf  an  oiniiipotenl 
aim  ol  her  weed*,  and  clothed  in  the  attire  of 
joj.  Her  harp  will  be  taken  from  the  willowa, 
aod  the  Toice  of  Jof  and  aalTation  fill  her  happ; 

Bielbren   of    the   clergy— We   hnvo   awom 
Gdaiitjr  to  her  mlereil  at  the  altar  of  the  living   t 
God.     Aided  by  you,  I  will  proceed  in  the  glo- 
lioua  work  with  all  the  ardour  with  which  heaven 

I  have  a  perfect  confidence.     Our  number,  it  ia  '  ,tanlly  ai  frorn  Iheii 

troB.  ia  yet  but  amaU;  but,  with  Jehovah  on  onr  ,;„„,  {^  |if,_  roay'li' ■■^'iiiinabiy'"Mpi^''wd ; 

«de.  we  may  be  confident  of  ancceaa.     Lnborn  „d  .hall  neglect  the  performance  of  tbirtmpor- 

gen.raljon.wdl  enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  laboura.  ,„,  ^        (^,  „„  e.u« -halever.  but  .och  « 

and  emb^m  our  memory  with  the  tear  of  grati-  ^y,      „j^t    i,^  ,( ,ho  bar  of  God  in  the  day  of 

tode  and  affection.  ludimenl 

Since  the  taat  Convention,  I  have  admitted  '  ^ 
to  the  order  of  deacon  the  Rev.  Mr.  I^w,  Mr.  OiBon  ti. 

Steel,   Mr.    Allen,  Mi.   RavauHiiofl,    and  Mr.        Be   it  onlained.  That   any  member    of  tha 

Biyan  ;  and  to  the  order  of  the  prieathood,  the  church,  being  a  communicant  therrof,  condnct- 

Rar.  Samuel  Low  and  John  S.  Ra*eiiacroft.  ing  himaelf  in  a  manner  unworthy  of  a  Cbriatian, 

lie  Rer.  Mi,  OrriU  baa  aellled  in  ihia  djoceaa.  may  and  ought  to  be  admoniahed  or  anapeiidad 

lite  RaT.  Mr.  Hawley  haa  removed  into  the  by  the  miouler  of  the  panah  oi  congregatiDn, 

dioceaa  oTMaijlaud.  accaiding  to  the  rubric. 


eordingly. 

WaDNai: 
The  Conv. 


I  agreed    lo,  that    the   Conventi 

_ lo-morrow  morning  9  o'clock. 

Bupon,  the  Convection  adjourned    ■ 


Mat  so,  1818. 
on  met   according  lo  adjoutn- 
ipened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Alexander  Balmain. 

Tbe  biahop  being  .lill  ab.ent,  Mr.  Wilmer 
took  Ihe  chair  as  prsaideni  pro  tempore. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  eiamine  the 
cortiBcate.  ol  appouiinwula  of  the  lay  deputie* ; 
which  commiltBe.  consiating  of  ihe  Rev.  John 
Dunn,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Low,  and  Mr,  Edniund 
J.  Lbb,  reported  the  following  member*,  being 
preaent,  lo  have  been  dulv  appointed,  confotm- 
ablj  with  the  canon,  of  the  Proteataut  Epiaco- 
pal  Church  of  Virginia,  via. ; — 

Edmund  J.  Lee,  for  Chrisl  Church,  Aleian- 
dria ;  Abraham  Shepherd,  for  St.  Andrew's 
parish  ;  Charlea  F.  Mercer,  for  Shelbuma  par- 
ish  ;  William  H.  Fitihugh  and  John  Moncure,  t 
lor  AquU  Church;  Philip  Nalaon  and  Obadi 
Waiu,  for  Fredahek  paiiah ;  Hugh  Nekaen,  bi 


J  Cjlimrl  d/  Virgiitit, 


Frederickaville  pari.b,  Aibemaile ;  Edward 
D'gge.i  for  Hamilton  parish ;  Samuel  Slau^ 
tor  and  Isaac  Winawa,  for  Si.  Stephen's 
Church,  Culpepper;  Joe]  Ward,  for  Chiial 
Church,  Noitnme  parish ;  Carter  Bakeli7 
and  Francia  Ndaon,  for  Si.  Martin'*  pariah ; 
Robert  Lewia,  for  Si.  George's  pariah,  Piadei^ 
ickaburg;  John  Nelaon,  jr.,  for  St.  James's 
panah,  Mecklenburg;  Lewi*  Berkeley,  for 
Deitingen  pariah  ;  Needham  L.  Washington, 
for  St.  Panl'e  pariah;  Thomaa  Amblai  and  Al- 
fred H.  Powell,  tor  Henrico  pariah  ;  Jamea 
Walker,  for  Norbome  pariah  ;  Tianei*  J.  Wi- 
alt,  for  Christ  Church,  Norfolk. 

The  following  clerical  dcpuliee  appeared  and 
look  their  aeata  m  thi*  Cooventioti,  via. : — 

The  Rev.  Alexander  Balmain,  Frederick 
pariah;  the  Rev.  Wdliam  H.  Wihnm-,  St. 
Paula  Church,  Alexandria;  iha  R«.  CHrnr 
Norri*.  Chrisl  Church,  FaiiTai  pariah,  Alelttt- 
dria  ;  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenacrori,  Su  Jame*'* 

Sri.h,  Mecklenburg;  the  Kev.  John  Donn, 
lelbume  psnsh,  lyudonn;  the  Rer.  Samuel 
Low.  Norfolk ;  the  Hev.  George  Lemon,  Ham- 
ilton pariah,  Fauquwi ;  the  Rev.  Wdliam 
Meade,  iha  chapel  in  Fiedariek  pariah ;  the 
Her,  'Thomaa  Horiell,  Noiboma  parish,  Barka- 


»■ 


OOMVKNTIOM  WlilL 


aeMHt* ;  dM  Ba*.  Jem  L  ftywi,  ChnM 
aRb,NiiriMniapuMb,B«Uve«iiDly;  iha 
IUt.  Jatai  P.  BmwMii,  Fttderickmllii,  AUw- 
BUt* ;  tha  Ret.  Bwijuun  Allan,  Sl  Andraw'i 
Mriib,  JaBciMB  coiinh>;  the  Ret.  Williua 
KiM>  AogoiU  [«rwh,  StuinloD  ;  the  Rot.  Jo- 
tth  R.  Andni*,  Su  P«iJ'«  p»™li,  King  Gaoi^ 
eoaotj  1  ihe  Her.  Edwmrd  C.  M'Goiie,  St. 
Oaoisa'*  puiih,  Fr«lsrick>burg. 

OiSena  TImi  tha  Re*.  Aleuadn  BtlmaiD, 
lbs  He*.  Williun  H.  Wilmer,  tha  Rat.  Jobn 
8.  Hayanacnrft,  Mi.  Chirla*  P.  Marcar,  Mr. 
EdiBDiid  J.  Ltn,  umI  Mi.  Philip  Nalun,  b*  a 
eoounittaa  V>  tiJui  iDto  cOMidmiiao  the  Mite 
of  tha  cbarch  in  thin  diocaM,  tad  lepoit  thaio- 
Bpn  to  thk  Convention. 

Oidcnd,  That  the  Rar.  George  Ltmon,  ihe 
Rat  TImuiu  Hondl,  Dr.  Carter  Beikelej,  and 
Di.  Imae  Winaton,  jr.,  ba  a  eommitloa  to  ei- 
•viiM  tba  paiochial  reporta. 

Ordand.  That  Mr.  Alfred  H.  PoweU,  Mr. 
Obad  Waits,  ud  Mr.  John  Moocura,  be  ■  com- 

Ordarad,  That  Mr.  Abiaham  Shepherd,  Mi. 
TboOMa  Anbler,  and  Mi.  Fiancia  J.  Wialt.  b« 
•  eoamiltae  to  enaiiM  the  accoanu  of  ihe 
ueuMei  of  "the  Couunoa  P[»ar-Dook  and 
Tnct  Saci«T  lor  the  Dioceaa  oT  Viigiiua." 

On  mottoo,  Reeolnd,  That  the  readitig  of 
the  ewMna  and  joumaU  of  tbs  Oeneral  Con- 


The  jouinal  of  tha  imxeedinf^  of  the  ati 
inf  eoHiBitwa  of  tha  chinch,  duting  the 
jrcu,  una  nad  b)>  (he  aecrelaiT,  logaihei  with  Iba 
Tulaa  for  regulating  the  procetdinga  of  tha  Cod- 

■antiona  of  ihw  dioceia. 

The  Contention  then  adjourned,  for  the  pur- 
nding  dintne  lertica  b^  (he  Rev. 
and  a  af  nnon  by  the  Rev.  William 
•T  which  the  ailling  w»  reaumed, 
and  Ihe  Right  Rei.  Bishop  Moora  bavin"  ~ 
mad,  look  the  cbaii  aa  pieaident  of  ihia 


John  Diini 


thanki  of  this  CoDTenlion  be  pieienled  t 
Rat.  William  Maada,  for  hia  etangelicai 
•ppropnate  diacoune  delitered  in  the  chutch  at 
Wincheater  on  Ihia  da;. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Edmund  J. 
that  tha  Contantion  come  to  the  following  laa- 
olulioD : — 

Reaolved,  lliat  the  annual  contiibuliooa  from 
Chrial  Church,  in  Alexandria,  of  one  hondrad 
dollan,  Ibi  raiaing  a  fund  foi  tha  aupport  o'  ' 
biahop,  which  hate  now  been  paid,  or  which  maji 
herealiei  be  received,  be  veiled  iu  banlc-Blocki 
under  iha  direction  of  the  itaiiding  committee 
of  thia  dioceaa,  m  the  namei  of  George  Deneale 
and  John  Muncaaler.  church-wardena  of  Chrial 
Church,  Falifax  parish,  Aieiandria,  and 
aucceaaora,  for  the  purpose  aforeaaid. 

On  motion,  Ordared,  That  the  rewilntion  pro- 
poaed  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

And  than  the  CoDventioa  adjonmad  nntii  to- 
Honow  motning  8  o'doct 


Tk**MAT,  Hat  M.  lua. 


Tha  faUown^  lij;  dapdtiM  pnJwwd  tmUt 
itaa  of  their  appointsMot,  in  contbento  «H 
le  cuxma  of  the  Frataatant  Vfiamal  Clmik 
{  Virginia,  and  look  theiT  leata  in  tfca  Of 


pepper ;  BaBJamin  BlacUbn)  and  ] 

laiiia,  Beckford  pariah.  , 

The    Rev.    Tbomaa    O.    ADao.    VmUm  ^ 

Church,  Dattingen  pariah.  Piinca  WillH^^  | 


Tha  biahop  iuformad  tba  Coaveiitiatt,  Ai^  il 
tha  abaance  of  John  Brockenbnmgfa,  »  ttji^ 
ulj  appoinlad  bj  iha  teatrj  of  tba  MoMBMBd 
Church  in  the  eitv  of  Richmond,  ha,  mnM- 
of  a  tole  of  aaid  vealiy,  caitifiad  tba  ^ 

.  ment  of  William  Munfocd  to  act  la  % 
depul;  for  that  church. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  Hiat  tha  raaolstia  p^ 
poaed  on  jetterdiy  bj  Mr.  Edmund  J.  IiM^kt 
leferred  to  the  committee  On  tha  atala  «f  tti 
church,  to  conaider  Ihe  anna,  and  TepocI  tkA 


eiamiae  the  tinaiurer'a  accoonta,  pruwtli  a 

report,  which  was  read,  ai  foUowa  :— 

treanuat'a  accuunta  report.  That  tba;  hix  d» 

charged  that  duiT,  and  find  the  accmutafcirBd 

cortect :  and  that  the  balance 

in  the  bnbd 

the  Ireuuret  sl  the  meeting  of  the  preaent  Coo- 

seven  cenu :  all  which  »ill    . . 

appear  by  the  m- 

W,llu,m  X»»ford.  rrrn«r(. 
Epaccpal  Chitrcli  o/  Vup 

of  IhiFrdaM 

Jo,            Or. 

Maj  6,  1817. 

To  balance  due  aa  per  aettlo- 

ment,     .... 

twit 

buliona  from  tha  pariahea 

for  the  year  1B17,  aa  fol- 

lo».  :- 

Of  St.  Martin's  Pariah,  bjr 

Francis  Nelson,      - 

KG  00 

St.    Stephen's   Church,   bj 

I««c  Winelon,  jr.. 

30  0(1 

Dettingen  Paririi,  by  Law- 

rence G  Alexander,       - 

30  00 

Henrico  Pariah,  by  Samuel 

G  Adama,     - 

80  00 

St.    Thomaa's     Church,  by 

St.  Maft-a  Pariah,  by  Will- 

30  00 

iam  Broada^          -          - 

30  00 

Sl.  Jamea'.  Pariah,  by  John 

Nelaon,  jr.,    - 

1&  00 

Sl.  John's  Church,  Freder- 

ick, by  the  Rev,  Aleian- 
der  Balmain,            -         - 

30  00 

Amoont  canied  fonnid,  IXH)  00    tttt  1* 


oranmnoii  ot  me 


tooAt  Ibnfwd,  tMO  00  tS86  18 

:k  Ptekb,  bf  Philip 

.      .      io  00 
iriihfhjtheRer. 
D»  -  -      16  00 

sh,  Alezandrit, 
id  J.  Lae,  80  00 

?iuiah,  by  James 
tt,  -        -        -      19  00 
iMiUl  Chmch  in 
of  Richmond, 
mbler,    -        -      80  00 
r't    Parith,    by 
tepfaexd,   -        •      80  00 
inakfby  Robert 

80  00 
bam  Paziah,  by 
'eir,         .        -      90  00 
I  Pariah,  Fred- 
(,  by  Benjamin 

-      80  00 
rhmch,  Aleian- 
ihn  Hoof,         -      80  00 
?ariah,    by    the 
maa  Horrell,    •      30  00 
lb,  by  the  Rer. 
yme,  -      80  00 

ah,  by  the  Rer. 
L  Wihner,       -      30  00 


I 


omit  for   print- 
theRev.WiU- 
ilmer, 

leceiYed, 


674  00 


16  60 


Cr. 

itaiy't  ezpenaea 
nd  attending  the 
Q  in  Fredericka- 
l    returning    to 

-  tSl  00 
r  for  the  nae  of 
intion,  -  -  0  81 
Biahop  Moore, 
ler,  Mr.  Dunn, 
I,  and  Mr.  Huffh 
lelegatea  to  the 
onvention,  $80 

.    400  00 

account   paid 
VneheartdcCo.,      71  60 

I  Biahop  Moore, 

t  of  ezpenaea  of 

riaitationa,        -    j86  60 

10. 

do.  on  same  ac- 

.      86  00 
lance -dtte,  88  87 


667  60 
$793  68 


$793  68 
bi  from  fhe  tntaoxer,        $88  87 


On  motion,  RMolvtd,  Thit  tib*  nport  of  tib* 
committee  on  the  treaaorer'a  accoonct  be  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  Abraham  Shepherd,  from  the  commiCtM 
appointed  to  examine  the  accounta  of  the  troia 
urer  of  the  Common  PraTcr-Book  and  Trut 
Society  of  the  Dioceea  of  Virginia,  pnoented 
the  following  atatement  and  report  :— 

Prtiycr-Book  tmd  Traei  Soeuiy  of  ftr/WM,  m 
recount  unik  WiUuam  H,  iVtlmcr,         Br. 

1817,  May  6th. 

To  balance  aa  rendered  to  the  Con- 
vention of  1817,        ...  $818  I9k 

"  caah  paid  diacoont  on  $146  89, 
paidtoT.dt  J.  Swoida,       -        -        3  19 

"  loaa  of  bad  notee  cdlected  in 
church,      •        -        -        •        -        1  00 

**  caah  refunded  widow  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Brown,  hia  aobaeription,  -        8  00 

Aoff.  14. 

To  T.  6l  J  Sworda,  for  their  bill,  as 
per  No.  1,  herewith  preeented,  88  76 

"  caah  paid  freight  and  porterage,  dto.       1  631 

April  30. 

To  T.  6l  J.  Sworda  for  their  bOl,  aa 

per  No.  3, 80  80 

**  caah  paid  freight  and  porterage,   -        1  00 


May  8.  Cr. 

By  amount  aumal  aubacrip- 

tion,  .  -  .  -  $137  00 
"  do.  collected  in  church  at 

Frederickaburg,  -  -  110  00 
"  T.  Sl  J.  Sworaa  for  error 

in  their  bill,  -  -  -  6  00 
"  one  Prater-Book,    extra 

bound,  for  myaelf,  •  8  60 
"  caah  received  for  aale  of 

Prayer-Booka  at  Freder- 

ickaburg,  -  -  -  47  80 
**  mv  own  aubacription  for 

1816,  -  -  -  -  3  00 
"  the  Rev.  John  Dunn,  for 

money  paid  by  him,        -       17  00 
June  19. 
By  caah  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley 

for  Prayer-Booka,  -        -        1  60 
June  33. 
By  caah  of  Mr.  Curtia  for 

4  do.  do.,  ...  3  00 
**  do.  aix  quirea  paper  aold,  1  60 

July  1. 
By  do.  received  of  Mr.  T 

G.  Allen  for  Prayer-Booka,  10  00 
"  do.  do.  of  Rev.  Mr.  Lemon,  10  00 
*'  caah    received    of    Mr. 

Geoige  Taylor  for  aun- 

driea,    -  -        6  36 

"  do.  do.  Rot.  Mr.  Norria, 

for  aundriea,  viz. :  on  ac- 
count  Mra.  Cuatia,    $4, 

Mra.    IMutta,   $3,   Mr. 

Norton,  $3,  catechiama, 

68  centa,       -        -        -        8  63 


$896  66 


Amoaat  cankd  fovwaidy  $351  17  •$$$  if 


lU 


fXHiTBKTioii  e^uaa. 


__ _     .  I,  WBl  17  taM  BS 

Ocl.  tt. 

Bj  eufa  of  Rm.  Mr.  Ncrm 
ftr  1  PrajBT-Book,  -        1  00 

1B18,  Ju.  l>. 

Bt  do.  oT  Rn.  Mi,  Balmtbi 

far  98  Pnf  er-Book*.  9  00 

"  do.  of  Rot.  Mr.  Noma, 
for  S  PnjBT-Boolu,         •        1  00 

Ju.  *8. 

Bjdo.ofMi.AUenlbrSOdo.      10  00 

873  n 

Mb;  1.— To  btUnco  das  teMiiura,       tM  38 

Va,  Um  commiltce  ^moinled  to  ouminc  llu 
^bdra  accoant.  End  the  baUnce  due  the  tivmiei 
M  ba  twentjr-fbur  doUart  and  Itiirtj-viglit  canta, 
Malatad.  AaitNia  SiiaPMaBA, 

Fk/lVCU   }.  WllTT, 

Tr.  H.  AaaLtB. 
On  BMtion,  RMolred,  Hat  the  aaid  ■Utemeiil 


M^^lMr^^S^i 


mant  of  Ihe  1 
man,  tht-  aui 
from  each  pi 


al  iha  church,  cnienliid  the  fallowing  nport  : — 
Wbaraai  it  ii  all-unponant  to  have  the  bene- 
flt  af  apiacopal  luitalioni  ihriHigfaoul  tha  dio- 
GMa  at  an  cariirr  data  than  the  fond  appro- 
prialad  to  that  putpote  givea  any  promiae  of  ef- 
Kcting :  to  that  end,  Ba  it  reaotred  by  thti 
Conrention,  That  wheneTer  it  ahall  be  necea- 
aarf  lor  tha  bi>bop  to  riait  an;  part  of  thii  dio- 
craa,  ho  ihall  be  authnriaad  to  call  a  clergjman 
from  any  pan  of  the  dioceaa  to  aopplj  hia  place 
in  the  duliei  of  hii  purochial  charge  for  not  more 
than  two  Siiiid»9. 

t  it  further  reaoked.  That  for  the  paj- 
Bvetllng  eipenaet  of  tach  clergy- 
nf  6ve  dollata  ihitl  he  rf^aired 
ah,  in  addition  to  the  thirty  dollati 
now  payable  to  the  ^neril  limd  of  the  church. 
Wbereaa  the  auiitance  of  miaBioniriei  to 
▼iait  the  dfatilute  piriihei  is  moat  deainble, 
bat  cannot  be  oblainrd,  owing  lo  the  pOTertr  of 
the  church  1  and  whereas  vanonapropogala  hare 
heretofore  been  made  for  the  purpoae  of  rtising 
fundi  to  educate  young  men  deiiroui  of  Entering 
into  the  miniitiy,  which  have  failed  of  lucceaa, 
and  are  yet  likely  lo  fail :  It  ii  ihercfore  recom- 
mended and  enjoined  upon  inch  of  the  clergy 

familiea,  for  the  puipow  of  aisiiting  them  in 
their  stuilie*  ;  which  young  perion..  when  prop- 
erly qualified,  may  be  hcenacd  by  the  biahop  ai 
lay  readera,  by  which  nienna  the  clar^  would 
be  occaaionallj  enabled  to  make  eicutsioni  into 
diatant  and  vacant  piriahea  without  leaiiog  iheir 
own  charge  entirely  unproTidnd  for — and  would 
have  this  further  adrantan,  that  theae  atudenta 
would  join  practice  with  theory. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  Th.it  the  aiid  rniort  he 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  <>n' 
tion,  and  ba  the  order  of  the  dai 

A  motion  «  ' '    ' 

(hat  Ihe  Cd»v 


'ailTff**"llM 


f^^flebg,  abciSld  ba  nUnmhii  brdftM- 
municanl^  aa  haing  uiaraRMif  A*  OklMit 
character  ;  and  it  aberidtM  UM  bopt  IkHlUt 
expraaaion  of  ita  optniM  will  b«  Mflda*  It 

On  motioD,  Ordered,  That  the  Mid  iMaUal 
ba  laid  upon  llie  table. 

Tha  Rar.  George  Lemon,  from  d*  «^* 
tee  In  wbooi  Ihe  parochial  rapnta  wen  Nta^ 
preaented  a  condanaod  repan  Iheiaapi^  alH 
waa  recalled  and  laid  npoa  the  aUe. 

The  ConTcntion  (hen  adjunnied,  to  A*J* 
me  of  attending  drrine  aerrice  hf  lb*  Ml 
John  S.  RaTenaenift,  with  a  eenMD  bf  Ai 
Right  Rar.  Biahop  Moore,  who  alto  edn^al^ 
od  the  aacramenl  of  the  Lord'a  Smpat,  til*- 


tha  aitting  waa  reautned. 

The  ReT.  Alexander  Balmain,  Iran  Ike  H» 
mittee  ou  tha  atatc  of  the  church,  to  wfaaa  aM 
referred  the  reaolution  piapoeed  on  yaatod^lf 
Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee.  preaeotad  a  t^MR  IM» 
upon,  which  waa  read,  aa  followa ; — 

Tha  comnuttee  on  the  itata  of  the  dmd,  h 
whom  waa  referred  the  nacdntioa  jnondiagB* 
CD'S  and  pemiinsnt  deposiliiTT  Of  the  afMO^ 
fund,  bsTe,  according  lo  order,  had  the  aNM  ^ 
der  conaideralion,  and  beg  leare  to  report  :— 

That,  from  the  great  eitent  of  this  diooaa,  i 
has  been  deemed  by  preceding  ConTentiotu  biib- 
ly  eipodicnl.  if  not  indiapensablT  neceaaarj  totki 
welfare  of  the  Church  of  Virginia,  that  the  btriiop 
ahould  be  relieved  from  Ihe  confinemeM  of  aue- 
chisi  dutiet,  in  onlgr  that  Ihe  beneliU  of  the  a;i» 
copal  ordmances  may  be  thereby  iDCn  pwaato 
and  widely  diOuied  ;  that  the  deaolate  templatal 
religion  miy  ugain  hear  the  voice  of  our  chief  paa- 


naybo* 


Ood 


ier  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
lade  by  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee. 
n  do  come  to  the  following 


leen  hitherto  followed  wi 
icnptiont  toward!  the  fund 


s  charge. 

ni  holy  parpoae,  the  atandnif 

"M  early  r "■  "- 


oiided  their  lacna- 
ioni,  which  bin 
imperfect  nKccM, 


'%., 


s  been  mode  to  tbeu  piety  axal 


.•s 


10  fraught  will 
cable  ElKirt  for 


benefit.until  every  practicable  el 
plishment  shall  have  tailed.  It  ii  conBdaollT be- 
lieved, thst  the  obaiructiotu  which  hare  hitMla 
opposed  ita  gucceei  have  arisen  from  a  waMof 
confidence  in  Ihe  means  which  had  beaa  deviaad 
For  lis  at  L&inmeat,  rather  than  froman  inaeoaibUity 
10  iia  importance. 

The  resolution  referred  to  the  cnmmtla*.  it 
adopted,  will  eBeclualW  aecure  to  the  fond  IW 
permanent  character  which  ahook)  renwre  eamf 
the  pahahea  the  leer  that  the  Iroila  of  tfa^  )&■• 
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■lity  win  be  hereafter  mietpplied ;  among  the  fint 
•obechbers,  the  ^prehetMion  that  their  pious  coo- 
tribatioM  will  not  be  eecunded  in  time  bV  all  their 
brethren;  and  in  the  church,  the  belief  that  any 
delay,  however  protracted,  can  ultimately  defeat 
tbm  object  of  its  piety. 

A  decision  of  the  Stipreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  haa  recognised  the  legal  existence,  and  its 
•Dtbohty  will  protect  the  rights  of,  the  corpora- 
tion in  which  tne  resolution  proposes  to  vest  the 
apiacupal  fund  of  this  diocess.  The  committee 
would  have  recommended  a  more  central  deposi- 
tory, could  one  have  been  obtained  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  law. 

The  resolutions  of  preceding  Conventions  have 
too  aanguinely  contemplated  an  immediate  resort 
to  the  fund  tor  the  object  which  it  is  designed  to 
■ccompliab.  Your  committee  are  of  opimon  that 
thia  should  be  deferred  until  the  fund  shall  have 
been  so  enlarged  as  to  provide  for  that  object  by 
ita  annual  revenue.  They  beg  leave,  thereiore,  to 
recommend  to  the  Convention  the  adoption  of  the 
fi^Uowing  resolutions : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  annual  contributions  from 
Christ  Church,  in  Alexandria,  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lara,  for  raising  a  fund  for  the  aupport  of  the 
biahop,  which  have  now  been  piiid,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  received,  together  with  all  other  sums 
which  may  be  anywhere  subscribed  and  coUected 
for  the  same  object,  be  vested  in  bank-stock  under 
the  direction  of  the  standing  committee  of  this 
diocess,  in  the  n^mes  of  George  Deneale  and  John 
Mnncasier,  church-wardens  of  Christ  Church, 
Fair£u  parish,  Alexandria,  and  their  successors, 
for  the  purpoiie  aforesaid. 

2.  That,  in  aid  of  the  episcopal  fund,  the  several 
ministers  of  this  church  do,  in  their  respective 
congregations,  at  some  fit  season  in  each  year,  de- 
liver an  appropriate  discourse,  recommending  the 
pious  object  of  the  fund,  and  thereafter  make  a 
coUectioD,  the  amount  of  which  they  shall  special- 
ly mention  in  their  respective  parochial  reports. 

3.  That  each  minister  do,  at  some  convenient 
■eason  of  every  year,  visit  one  or  more  of  the  va- 
cant pariahes  of  this  diocess,  or  of  the  counties  of 
this  commonwealth  wherein  there  is  no  parish, 
for  the  purpose  of  delivering  a  similar  discourse, 
and  of  collecting,  hy  personal  applications  or  other- 
wise, farther  sums  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
•piacopal  fund,  of  which  visit  and  collections 
toey  shall  respectively  make  a  report  at  the  suc- 
ceeding Convention. 

4.  That  no  part  of  the  episcopal  fund  shall  be 
withdrawn  for  any  purpose,  until  its  annual  inter- 
eat  aball  suffice  ior  the  attainment  of  its  object : 
and  that,  in  the  interim,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
standing  committee  to  see  that  its  enlargement  is 
hastened  t^  the  prompt  conversion  of  its  revenue 
into  principal. 

The  said  preamble  and  resolutions  being 
twice  r^ad,  were,  on  questions  severally  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  the  committee  of 
dia  whole  Convention  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  thereto  referred  : 
And  the  said  resolutions  were  then  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  and,  on  questions  severally  put,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  the  state 
of  the  church,  presented  a  farther  report,  which 
waa  read,  as  follows  : — 

The  conunittee  on  the  slate  of  the  church  rec- 
ommend to  the  Convention  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaiy  do  ansez  to  the 


joumala  of  the  Cooventioo  the  fo'lowhig  list  of 
the  clervy  of  the  diocpsa  of  Virginia,  viz. : — 

The  liight  Rev.  Kidiard  Cnanning  Moore, 
D.  D.,  Bishop  and  Rector  of  the  Monumental 
Church,  Ilichuiond  ;  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Allen, 
Jefferson  county ;  the  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Allen, 
Dumfries  Church,  Deltingen  parish,  Prince  Will- 
iam ;  the  Rev.  Alexander  Balmam,  D.  D.,  Fred- 
erick parish,  Winchester;  the  Rev.  Hugh  C. 
Boggs,  Berkeleyparish, Spotsylvania ;  the  Rev. 
John  Bracken,  D.  D.,  Williamsburg ;  the  ReT. 
John  Is.  Bryan,  Berkeley  county  ;  the  Rev. 
John  Buchanan,  D.  D.,  Rector  of  Henrico  par- 
itih;  the  Rev.  Alfred  Daahiell,  deacon,  ^w- 
London  ;  the  Rev.  John  Dunn,  Shelburne  parish, 
Loudoun  county  ;  the  Rev.  George  Halson,  re- 
siding near  Norfolk;  the  Rev.  William  H. 
Hart,  assistant  minister  of  Henrico  pariah ;  the 
Rev.  Alexander  Hay,  Antrim  parish,  Halifax ; 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Horrcll,  Berkeley  county ;  the 
Rev.  William  Kinff,  Augusta  parish,  Staunton ; 
the  Rev.  George  Lemon,  Hamilton  and  Loeda 
pariahea,  Fauquier;  the  Rev.  Samuel  Low, 
Cnriat  Church,  Norfolk  liorough;  the  Rev. 
Edward  C.  M'Guirn,  St.  George's  parish,  Fred- 
ericksburg ;  the  Rev.  William  Meade,  Frederick 
parish,  Frederick  county ;  the  liev.  John  Mickle- 
iohn,  Mecklenburg ;  the  Rev.  Oliver  Norris, 
Christ  Church,  Alexandria ;  the  Rev.  John  S. 
Ravenscroft,  St.  James's  parish,  Mecklenburg ; 
the  Rev.  WiUiam  Steele,  Prince  William  ;  the 
Rev.  Andrew  Syme,  Bristol  pariah,  Dinwiddie ; 
the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer,  St.  PauPs  Church, 
Alexandria;  the  Rev.  John  Woodville,  St. 
Mark's  pariah,  Culpepper ;  the  Rev.  Jolm  P. 
Bauaman,  Fredericksville  parish,  Albemarle ; 
the  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Andrus,  St.  PauPa  Church, 
King  George  county. 

And  that  the  secretary  annex  to  the  journals 
of  every  succeeding  Convention  a  liat  of  the 
clergy,  with  all  alterations  therein  produced  in 
the  preceding  year  by  ordinations,  deatha,  re- 
movals, suspensions,  and  degradations. 

The  said  resolution  being  twice  read,  was,  on 
the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
Convention. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Mr. 
King  have  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of 
this  Convention  for  the  remainder  of  the  sesaion. 

In  conformity  with  the  10th  article  of  the  con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  this  diocess,  the 
Convention  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  stand- 
ins  committee,  by  ballot ;  whereupon  the  Rev. 
William  H.  Wilmer,  Oliver  Norris,  John  Dunn, 
the  Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  Mr.  Edmund  J. 
Lee,  and  Mr.  George  Taylor,  of  Alexandria, 
were  duly  elected. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  meet 
a^n  to-morrow  morning,  immediately  afur  di- 
vme  service. 

FaiDAT,  Mat  38,  1818. 

The  Convention  met,  after  attending  divine 
aerx'ice  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  M*Guire,  and  a  acrmon 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilmer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Low,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hugh 
Nelson,  the  preamble  and  resolutions  egreed  to 
by  this  Coarention  yeetenUj,  oo  the  sobject  of 


ItQ 


ooHmmaii  or  HHi 


providntf  A  pMMMBl  MBA  WK  WppOft  Off  tbO 

biiiiio|H  wmv  rtconnlerad,  and  MMomMi  by 
•trikiiig  tlMrafiNNB  tbe  wofdi,  **  otben  hare  to- 
tallj  dwranrdad,'*  and  inaertia^  in  lieu  thereof 
the  IbOowuHi  worda,  ▼».:  "it  ia  confidentlv 
hoped,  that  in  UBitation  of  the  eiample  which 
haa  been  thna  afibrded  them,  the  other  pariahea 
win  aeoood."— And  the  aaid  preaaable  and  lea- 
obtiooa,  aa  amended,  were,  on  the  qoeation  pot 
ther^pon,  agreed  to  by  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Ijoe,  the  rea- 
olotion  oflRvedbj  him  on  the  aobject  oiT  ceruin 
laahiooable  amuaementa  waa  taken  op,  and 
a— nded,  aa  fbllowa  :— 

Wberaaa  diflerencea  of  opinion  prerail  aa  to  cer- 
tain faihionaMe  amuaementa ;  and  it  appears  de> 
airaUe  to  many  that  the  aanae  of  the  Convention 
ahooid  be  eipraaaed  cooceminf  them;  the  Con- 
vention duea  hereby  dedara  ita  omnion,  that  ga^ 
ninf,  attending  on  theatrea,  public  balla,  and 
hona-radng.  ahould  be  relinquiabed  by  all  com- 
nonicanta  of  this  church,  as  having  the  bad  efledi 
of  ataining  the  poritv  of  the  Christian  character,  of 

Sg  OMce  to  tneir  pious  brethren,  and  of  en- 
Ming  their  own  salvation  by  their  ruahing 
itaruy  into  thoae  temptationa  againat  which 
Ihay  imptoie  the  protection  of  their  heavenly  Fa- 
ther; and  thia  Convention  cheriahea  the  hope  thai 
Una  aiptdsaion  of  ita  opinion  will  be  aniBcirnt  to 
prodnoe  eonfonnitv  of  conduct  and  unanimity  of 
opinioB  among  all  the  members  of  our  commB- 

OMB. 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  Powell,  that  the 
fiuther  eooaideration  of  tne  aaid  raaolutioo  be 
poatponed  until  the  aecond  day  of  theaeaaion  of 
the  next  Convention  for  the  diocess. 

And  tbe  question  being  put  thereupon,  was 
determined  in  the  negative.    Ayes  12,  Noes  28. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Powell,  that 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Bishops,  in  the  last 
General  Convention  holden  at  New- York,  be 
adopted  in  lien  of  the  said  proposed  resolution  ; 
which  resolution  of  the  Houae  of  Bishops  was 
read,  aa  follows  : — 

The  House  of  Bishops,  solicitous  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  purity  of  the  church  and  the  piety  of 
ita  members,  are  induced  to  impress  upon  the  cler- 
gy the  important  duty,  with  a  discreet  but  earnest 
seal,  of  warning  the  people  of  their  respective 
corea  of  the  danger  of  an  indulgence  in  tboee 
worldly  pleasures  which  may  teiKi  to  withdraw 
the  affections  from  spiritual  things.  And  especial- 
ly, on  the  subject  of  gaming,  of  amuaementa  mvoiv- 
ing  cruelty  to  the  brute  creation,  and  of  theatrical 
representations,  to  which  some  peculiar  circum- 
stancea  have  called  their  attention— they  do  not 
hesitate  to  express  their  unanimous  opinion,  that 
theae  amusements,  as  well  from  their  licentious 
tendency  aa  from  tbe  strong  temi^tions  to  vice 
which  thej  aflbrd,  ought  not  to  be  frequented. 
And  the  biahops  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
their  deep  regret  at  the  information,  that  in  some 
of  our  laree  cities  so  little  respect  is  paid  to  the 
feelings  ofthe  members  of  the  church,  that  theat- 
rical representations  are  fixed  for  the  evenings  of 
her  most  solemn  festivals. 

The  question  beinff  put  upon  agreeing  thereto 
aa  a  aubstitute  for  Mr.  Lee*a  reaolution,  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  that  a 
preamble  and  reaolutiona,  which  he  resd  in  hia 
plaee,  and  delivered  in  at  the  aecretary'a  table, 
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ing  from  aftctiooi  of  the  heart,  wlikh, 
themaalvea.  kiaa  thatdmracter  thmgli 
hidalgeiioei  and  legiahmrea, 
cleaiaalical,  have,  by  ahetaining 
pooitive  laws  to  mgnkte  orpUMli  thflB. 
the  diificuhy  of  dialiiigniBhinf  * 
and  aboae,  except  where  the  cOBMnMnen  or  ■ 
aboae  left  no  doobt  of  theb  gaiktor IpMpiiiy 

To  nraacifbe,  ^  pmeticabla  iapj  wh^  jgyl 
proper  ooondary  oi  expeoae  in  dnaa,  fimilB^pi,  j 
eqoipege,  or  of^any  other  indnlgica  of 
mark  tha  exact  limit  beyood  vrakii  Iha 
wealth  becomea  avariee  or  eslortma,  wnddhp^ 
diificnlt  an  to  rqgnlata  and  eofoiee  tbe  MM  mt. 
obligations  of  hospitality  or  fiMttUii^  Itii  ft^^ 
Godto  judge  the  heart  of  man. 

It  ia  the  province  of  thia  Convenlioii  to  iHUrii 
for  the  government  of  the  choich  of  ttk  dwm 
aobject  to  the  ocdinancea  or  canooa  of  the  Amtt 
can  Pmteatarit  Epiaeopal  Church. 

lu  legialation  la  not  by  rensninBiidrtiaMi^h^ 
lavra.  It  ia  the  province  and  doty  of  the  OMOlb 
not  only  to  enforce  the  aanctaoD  01  thoaataMW 


to  add  to  recommendatiooa, 
troatiea :  to  diacoanteoance  eict  ana  vm|pmq^ 
the  dennndationa  and  threata,— to  encoomi  -^ 
tne  and  piety  by  the  invitatiooa,  the  hqpai^ 
the  rewarda,  of  that  goopel  which  th|y  am  c 
miaaioned  to  preach. 

Tbe  great  role  of  moial  actkm  ia 
both  clergy  and  laity,  by  the  nnrhangaahli 
of  God. 

But,  although  this  Convention  deems  any  afr 
pression  of  its  mere  opinion  upon  any  subject  ai 
a  departure  from  its  peculiar  and  appropnate  da* 
ties,  a  necessity  is  at  present  urged  upon  it,  byt 
regard  to  its  own  character,  to  counteract  the  t(» 
dency  of  misreprssenUtion  to  pervert  its  rsal  mo- 
tives in  relation  to  certsin  deciaiona  uf  ita  latessi 
sions,  on  a  subject  which  has  interested  the  chiock 
of  this  diocess. 

It  has  been  again  called  upon,  by  aoma  of  ili 
members,  to  discountenance  certam  (sshiwisldt 
amusements ;  and  it  has  been  said  that  ita  ielae> 
tance  on  a  former  occasion  to  depart  from  if 
proper  province,  amounted  to  a  taat  lecognitMB 
of  their  innocence. 

With  respect  to  gaming,  by  which  iamideialooi 
pf.ay  far  money  or  other  vahutbU  thing,  whatever  fortl 
It  may  assume,  it  is  uixloubtedly  a  practioe  la* 
pngnant  alike  to  divine  and  to  human  law. 

No  canon  of  this  church  ought  to  be  legaidsi 
as  necessary,  nor  any  expression  required  of  thi 
opinion  of  this  Convention,  to  diecounteoanca  t 
practice  so  iniquitous,  both  in  its  inmiediate  cP 
tects  and  its  remote  consequences,  if  indeed  it  ei- 
ists  among  the  members  ot  this  chorch. 

That  the  theatre  has.  in  every  country  in  f&oA 
it  has  existed,  led  to  the  corruption  of  moraK 
might  be  inferred  from  the  general  character  of  ikl 
dramas  which  it  exhibits,  if  the  dangerooa  drcom 
stances  sttending  the  exhibition  itaelf,  tbe  naMT 
ous  temptations  to  extravagance  and  vice  to  whMh 
it  exposes  its  actors  and  its  audience,  left  any 
to  doubt  its  pernicious  tendency. 

It  will  be  the  proper  time  to  oistingnish 
the  use  ami  tbe  abuse  of  this  fiMcinating 
ment,  when  the  stage  shall  have  been  eo  logulslri 
aa  to  realixe  the  hopea  of  thoae  who  would 
it  ta  a  achool  of  Chiiatian  morality. 
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*rbtt  dancing,  a  natural  ezerciae  among  all  na- 
MMM,  ciTilized  or  savage,  blended  sometimes  (as 
m  aister  art,  music,  has  often  been)  in  their  re- 
moan  ceremonies,  has  been,  freouently  is,  and 
nwayamay,  be  innocently  and  usefully  conducted, 
boae  only  will  question  whose  entire  niexpe- 
ianee  of  the  world  has  left  them  in  ignorance  of 
9B  effects  on  the  heart  and  manners. 

ThaK  crowded  and  promiscuous  public  assem- 
lies,  where  no  security  exists  for  the  moral  char- 
ctar  of  tbuee  who  compose  them  except  what 
riees  from  the  possession  of  the  means  of  pur- 
baaing  admission ;  where  both  gaming  and  drunk- 
meaa  are  either  licensed  or  tolerated ;  where 
DDsieinent  reels  into  debauchery,  and  time,  and 
Mane,  and  health  pay  the  price  of  a  fleeting  aixl 
iverii^  gratification  of  the  love  of  pleasure— that 
Q  auch  assemblies  are  hostile  to  the  spirit  of 
liriatianity,  tho^  who  have  most  freouently 
fjjtnmmted  their  contagious  influence  must  be  ever 
Mdy  to  acknowledge. 

Yet,  this  Convention  will  not  undertake  to  sny 
lat  individuals  have  not  entered  innocently  thc^e 
angeroua  scenes  of  pleasure,  or  passed  through 
hem  nnhiirt. 

Still  less  is  it  about  to  denounce  and  repel  by 
m  canons,  from  the  bosom  of  the  church,  those 
rho,  to  its  regret,  may  sometimes  appear  to  cuun- 
Niance  them. 

The  church  warns  its  members  of  impending 
Miger- :  bnt,  in  cases  of  doubt,  leaves  their  inno- 
aace  or  gailt  to  the  judgment  of  an  all-seeing  God, 
J  the  conscience  o(  num.  his  vicegerent  on  earth. 

Having  sud  so  much  to  the  laity,  this  Conven- 
ioD  would  conclude  the  expression  which  it  has 
alnctantly  made  of  these  opinions,  with  aifec- 
ionately  urging  upon  the  ministers  of  religion, 
rhile  tney  enforce  the  necessary  discipline  of 
heir  respective  churches  in  confonnity  with  the 
nfatic  and  canons,  to  unite  tenderness  with  au- 
bority. 

In  the  pastoral  language  of  an  earli<;r  age  of  the 
kurcb.  **  it  IS  not  enough  that  ye  are  the  fathers, 
m  ye  also  the  mothers  of  your  flock." 

The  question  being  put  upon  the  said  mo- 
iOB,  was  determined  m  the  negative. 

The  question  recunring  on  Mr.  Lec*s  resolution, 
Ml  motion  oi  Mr.  Powell,  siunporled  by  three  other 
aeuibera,  tlie  sense  of  the  convention  thereupon 
*aa  taken  by  orders ;  and,  the  votes  being  counted, 
t  apneared  that  the  clergy  present  were  uiiani- 
Boasly  m  favour  of  the  said  resDlution.  Seven- 
ean  m  the  lay  members  voted  in  the  aflfinnative, 
Old  nine  in  tKe  negative. 

The  bishop  therefore  announced  that  the  said 
^aaolation  was  agreed  to  by  the  Convention. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to- 
iwrrow  morning,  8  o'clock. 

Satuedat,  May  23,  1818. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjoum- 
Biant,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Bishop 
Hoore  :  after  which  he  delivered  his  address  on 
4ia  state  of  th^  church  ;  which  being  heard. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of 
ttia  Convention  be  presented  to  the  Right  Rev. 
Kichard  Channing  Moore,  D.  D.,  for  his  pious 
md  affectionate  address  on  the  state  of  the 
chmch  this  day  delivered ;  and  that  he  be  re- 
fBsited  to  fumiah  a  copy  thereof  for  insertion 
m  the  journal. 

The  said  address  is  in  the  following  words : 

BiBTaBBir«— The  narrativa  of  mj  episcopal 


tour,  in  consequence  of  its  recurrence  ever 
year,  would  cease  to  enlist  your  feelings  or  ti 
command  your  attention,  were  it  not  for  tha 
view  of  the  church  which  it  affords  you.  Ever 
circumstance  which  has  the  least  bearing  upoi 
her  interest,  I  am  convinced,  must  be  importan 
in  your  estimation ;  and  as  I  perceive  in  thi 
laity  of  our  communion  such  a  devotion  to  he; 
cause,  as  I  perceive  in  them  a  disposition  U 
rescue  her  from  oblivion,  and  to  raise  her  fron 
the  dust,  my  bosom  is  inspired  with  confidence 
and  I  am  encouraged  to  proceed  in  the  historj 
of  my  official  proceedings. 

Immediately  upon  the  adjournment  of  the 
last  Convention  1  visited  Alexandria,  preachec 
in  botli  the  churches  in  that  city,  admitted  tc 
the  order  of  deacon  Mr.  John  Bryan  and  Mr 
Keiih,  and  to  the  priesthood  the  Rev.  William 
Steel,  of  the  county  of  Prince  William.  Aftei 
my  return,  in  July,  from  the  General  Conven- 
tion, I  visited  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  and 
preached  to  an  attentive  auditory  in  Falling 
Creek  church.  Hanover  formed  the  next  ol^ 
ject  of  my  attention,  in  which  county  I  preached 
in  three  of  the  churches  belonging  to  our  com- 
munion, and  in  one  meeting-house  erected  upoo 
a  general  plan.  I  administered  the  rite  of  con- 
firmation in  that  district  of  the  dioccss  to  a 
small  number  of  our  members,  and  witnessed, 
with  infinite  pleasure,  that  devotion  to  the  in- 
terest of  our  communion  for  which  that  section 
of  the  church  is  so  peculiarly,  so  highly  distin- 
guished. When  I  mention  the  warm  devotion 
of  that  congregation  to  the  church,  I  would  not 
be  understood  to  embrace  in  the  expression  the 
most  distant  idea  of  religious  bigotry.  They 
entertain  and  express  a  tenderness  for  all  the 
sincere  worshippers  of  God ;  but,  bred  in  our 
bosom,  instructed  in  our  principles,  and  well- 
informed  upon  every  i)oint  connected  with  vital 
pieiy,  they  have  united  in  a  determination  to 
rally  around  the  altar  of  their  fathers ;  and,  b^ 
such  exertions  as  will  reflect  honour  upon  then 
venerable  families  and  names  to  the  latest  pos- 
terity, they  have  justified  their  claim  to  my 
gratitude  and  respect. 

In  the  month  of  September,  I  embarked  in  a 
Journey  to  some  of  the  more  distant  countiea. 
In  Nelson  I  preached  a  funeral  sermon  to  a 
large  and  deeply  impressed  auditory,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  death  of  the  venerable  mother 
of  Judge  CabcU.  She  died  as  she  had  lived, 
an  ornament  to  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Vir- 
ginia :  her  memory  is  embalmed  by  the  tears, 
not  only  of  her  children  and  descendants,  but 
of  all  who  were  favoured  with  her  acquaintance. 
I  then  crossed  James  river,  into  the  county  of 
Campbell,  and  preached  twice  on  Sunday  in  tha 
Methodist  Church,  and  on  Monday  evening  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  Lynchburg.  Tha 
weather  being  very  rainy,  congregations  were 
comparatively  small,  but  serious  and  devout.  I 
then  visited  New-J^ndon,  and  oflkiated  in  tha 
church  near  that  place  to  a  numerous  assembly, 
whose  sensibility  to  the  truths  of  religion 
warmed  my  heart,  and  convinced  me  of  tneii 
piety  and  zeal.  From  New-London  I  proceeded 
to  Mecklenburg,  tod  consecrated  a  new  chiuch 


i  felt  IhM  I  ma  tmdiiig  on  hotj  ground  ;  and 
■odi  wu  mr  impteuion  of  mind,  Ihnt  I  could 
not  farbeu  fTDai  (opiriicUing  H«Tea  for  Ihe 
Bwnlle  of  Ihit  eilimnble.  Ihal  holj  man  of  Ood. 
May  Jetovali  in  inttcj  gninl,  thai  my  brethren 

hii  brighl  eiample :  unaned  bi  the  world,  maj 
■'      '     -        '^  ind  leave  iha  minda  of  theu 


people  ai  deeply  impresaed  with  Iheir  pielf  aa 
(be  mindi  of  Mr.  Jirralt'a  piriahioners  are  with 
hu,  I  next  Tiiited  Peleraburg,  and  pttacbed 
in  Ibat  plac*  to  a  atnall  but  rttpectabla  audiloif. 
HaTins  remained  in  mj  own  pariah  a  few 
weekf,  f  made   an  eicunion  irfto  the  eaitem 

Ert  of  the  dioceaa.  I  commenced  my  Iiboura  in 
lonceatet  county  to  a  umall  and  aileritiie  nu- 
dknce.  I  then  riaited  Malthewi  county,  aud 
tiarfcinnrd  Ihe  laat  AinarsI  tolemniliea  ftir  the 
Re*.  Mr.  Smith.  Tbat  gcnileman  continued 
hia  tahoura  until  he  waa  arrealei!  by  the  diaeaae 
whicb  leroiinalad  hit  life  ;  and  it  la  wi^  pleti- 
nre  I  mention,  that  hit  pifithioneni  tpoVe  of  him 
whb  the  greateat  teudemeat  and  reipect.  He 
bu  left  a  widow  and  children  behind  him,  who 
•n  wttled  in  Eiaat  comlbrt,  and  datervedlj 
Mjoir  the  conffleDce  and  regard  of  all  who 
know  them. 

From  Matthewa  T  went  tfl  Urtianna,  and 
preachrd  upon  a  Sabbath  to  a  Tei7*lar^  and 
deeply  impreaaed  auditory.  I  then  roiHiired  to 
Rappahannock,  and  officiated  in  that  place  with 
grMt  aatiafactton  to  my  own  mind,  aod,  I  tniit, 
•ome  banefit  to  tboaa  who  heant  me.  The  con- 
seguion  w>i  toij  (iqMctaUa,  and  niany  of 
Uwo  uipearMl  to  M  itvlj  pioDa.  From 
tliMic*  1  want  to  Iha  rfanrch  id  the  countjr  of 
EaMi,  and  wu  amply  npaid  to  mflabonra  by 
the  devout  attention  of  ■  wnrahipping  people. 


Ue  to  the  coDgresitiOD,  an  onai 
town,  and  rafleeu  Uw  grealaM  tni 
laboura  of  ita  worthy  paator,  lia  Xi 
mor.  After  the  cooaacnitiiia  aan: 
eluded,  I  held  a  eonfinnation  u  tha 
impoaed  my  banda  and  inroked  the 
God  upon  eighly-eigfal  persona,  b«lo 
two  churchei  in  that  city.      In  Ak 

Eiely.  Tha  congregationa  are  o»eT 
(ten  with  the  gieatsat  ayidity  to  tl 
the  goipeL 

In  my  own  pariah,  InMliran,  it  ii 
mention,  that  my  people  eontimM 
afleclionala  regaid — the  nmnberof 
oicaatt  iccreaM,  aiid  the  congr^a 
leapecl^la.  1  endeaioar  to  eecm 
tion*  of  tny  pariabionera  b;  a  faitU 
to  my  parochial  duties ;  and,  in  o 
mote  ilie  intereata  of  the  chnrch,  I 
lecture  from  one  to  three  tbtMa  n 
independent  of  my  Sabhath  eieitiae 
ity  to  Ijod,  and  to  their  etaraal  in 
aecure  me  tha  bleaaing  of  HeaTeo,  il 
I  truit,  will  bo  obtaiawd. 

Brathren,  we  have  much  to  mp 
the  pioaecution  of  the  important  oU 
we  are  jointly  engaged.  Manj  of 
thii  dioceae  diacorer  an  ardoor  is  t! 
religion  and  the  church  which  ■■  e 
inipire  the  minda  of  the  clergy  with 
energy  and  hope.  While  we  parct 
on  animation  ao  laudable,  the  amfj 
apati  of  aacceaa.  United  in  lore, 
Tsnce  in  a  aolid  culnmn,  Ggfating  our 
Der  of  the  I^rd  Jnua  Chrirt — the 
•in  uid  d^naaa,  I  tntat,  will  be 
the  glory  of  Ood  be  promoted,  ooi 


'D  bJood  . 
tb*  eialUid,  piecioui  Jeiui,  ba  iJl 
^orj  ucribed  foi  ever  and  erer.     , 

A  motion  wu  nuila  bf  the  Rev.  Mr.  Law, 
Hist  the  ConTeotioD  do  coma  to  the  following 

of  Iho  next  Con- 


CONVSNTION  OF  U1&  ij 

"the  [betmanaOuidlO—of  hiptiinuSl-'ormirTLagi 

ilpepper,  ii  iti 
■y  eiertioa  hi 
ue,  tiuthiLhen 


of  thi  jut  mule  peifect" — uid  in  jarful    3— sad  of  funenls  S. 

<ro  wifl  unita  wii  them  and  annl.  ii,        ,Tha  church  of  St.  Stephen'! 


Knolnd,  Thi 
On  n 


■at  the  ineatinff  of  tho  n 
in  the  boniush  of  Norl 


folk. 


n  propoied 

OBl  the  woidi,  "borough  of  Norfolk,"  and  in- 
Mrting  in  lieu  thereof  the  wordi,  "town  of 
CbvlotteiTilla  " 

And  the  aaid  resolution,  an  amended,  waa,  on 
Iba  quesliou  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  b^i  the 
Cmiiention. 

Or  motion,  the  amendment  propoied  by  :hs 
ImI  CoDTenlion  to  the  conttitution  for  (he  E0>- 
■nineni  of  the  Prateatanl  Epiacopal  Church  of 

,  .  waa  Reaolied,  That  the  laid  amend- 
MBDl  be  agreed  to,  ao  thai  the  tnpetmg  of  the 
dazt  ConveDiion  of  the  ch'irch  of  thi*  diocess 
iball  be  holdcn  on  the  third  Thurvlay  in  May 
iwit.  But  it  waa  farther  propoeed  and  agreed 
l»  by  the  Convention,  that  a  proposition  be 
■ade,  to  be  ratified  by  (he  inid  neit  Convetiiion. 
lad  (pruir  ut  the  meeting  thereof)  to  be  trana- 
uitted  by  the  aeeretary  to  the  rnttiei  of  the 
Hveral  pariihei  which    have    ratified   the  >aid 


uuDU  ineetiog 
Thursday  in  Jul 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election, 
bv  ballot,  of  eight  delegates,  to  lepreaeat  the 
Enmch  of  Ihia  dioceaa  In  the  ncit  General  Con- 
rentioD,  to  he  balden  at  Philadelphia ;  where- 
opon  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilnier,  John  S. 
RmTaiucroft,  William  Meade,  George  T^mon, 
Hi.  Hush  Nclaon,  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee,  Mr. 
Philip  Nelaon,  aitd  Mr.  Chirlea  F.  Mercer, 
■ran  daly  cdected. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  Meade,  Re- 
nleed,  unuiimoualy.  That  the  thanki  of  thia 
CiMiTSDtlon  be  presented  to  the  aeeretary  for 
lua  leslou*  and  diaintereatcd  aenicea. 

The  biabop  retired,  being  compelled  to  leave 
the  ConieutLon  by  urgent  paitonl  dutiea ; 
whereupon  Mr.  Charlea  F.  Meicer  waa  re- 
foeitail   to    take    the    chair    aa  preeident   pro 

dn  motion  of  the  Rev.  George  Lemon,  the 
iqMirt  of  the  comaiitlee  to  whum  the  parochial 
nporta  were  referred  waa  taken  up,  and  ordered 
Id  be  inaerted  in  the  jonmal,  aa  followa  : — 

Tha  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  parochial 
moeti  beg  leave  to  present  (he  following  con- 
1 .    jf  ,[,,  reports  that  have  been 


ericJL  panah,  divine  i 
tdad,  and  gerMrally  | 
d  dacmcy.    Numbei 


Since  the  meeting  of  the 

the  North  Mouniam,  m  No 
congregation  and  communicai 
»>— baplisma  l( 


In  St.  Jamea'a  Chi 
burg — baptiama  -ja— 
2— marriagee  3, 

An  Epiacopal  Fen 
tiooofChr-'-  "-- 
lished. 

The  report  from  Fredenckiville  [ 
marie,  la  favourable.  The  sacrament 
administered  since  the  aettinmeni  ihe 
later  ;  who,  aa  yet,  has  only  receii 
ordera.     Bap liBiut  5— funeral!  3. 

"• iiiona  of  Hamilton  i 


It  Convi 


quiet,  cc 


it  of  true  religion  la  increaainf 
'he  church  ii  nut  yet  liniahed,  bul 
lave  been  lately  taken  to  tbrwani 

m  m.  Paul'*  parish.  Kuig  Georgf 

used  for  divine  scrkice  will  admit 
I  33— marrlagaa  3— 


Since  October  last,  baptisma  33 

in  Staunton,  the  membeta  of 
~     nch. the  i 


ongTBgalicHis  are 
m  NelHKi  the  proipcctu  flatter- 
:  marriages  30— haptisimi  39. 


...  Dumfnea  C 
William  county, 

a  Chur 


:h.  Oiorwharlon  panah,  Stallbrd, 
16 — baputiiis  t— I  death. 


t,  the  Kev.  John  Philipa, 


St.  Man 

Slid  Louisa- ihcct 
try  and  their  late  recto 
Has  lately  ceaaed. 
The  veairy  are  zealou*  and  aniiona  for  the  in- 
oduction  1^  another  nunistet,  believing  that  a 
ous  and  dibgeiit  labourer  in  our  Lord's  vineyaid 
ould  (here  meet  with  a  cordial  reception  and  * 
imforlabla  aupport.  Communicants  about  30, 
The  report  from  St.  James'a  patieh,  Heckleo- 
Dure  county,  stales,  that  Ihe  cipectalion  held  out 
in  the  last  year'a  report  ha*  been  reihied.  The 
church  there  begun  has  been  tiniehed,  and  conae- 
'  by  thr  Right  Rev.  Richard  C.  Hoore,  and 


itiama  Sfi — 14  of  them  b 

en,  and  1  adult,  white— 

liineralt.    Whole  number  of  cc 

iriah  28. 

Church  OD  Richmond  Hill. 


cantainthc 
ongregation 


inadequate  to  the  sccommc 

wn,  they  have,  within  the 


paat  year,  detaraUDsd 


■  f* 


OOMTBMTIOll  or  Mil. 


Ibe  flraetkm  of  a  wpti^kMM  wad  handtoiM 
chnich,  which  hM  baoB  cwrnnwicod,  ud  h 
Hping  on  with  ovwj  profpect  of  complitce  mccew. 
CoBunmiicantt  about  30. 

In  Chriit  Choich,  Beikelej  coontf,  no  chufe 
1ms  takon  place  indicatiTe  of  a  reriTal  linca  the  laat 
jear^  report.  The  regular  attendance,  howercr, 
of  the  membera  on  the  public  wordiip  of  God, 
•nd  their  oiderly  deportment  while  there,  encoor- 
■fle  the  hope  that  the  diligent  use  of  those  means 
wnich  Goo,  in  his  word,  has  promised  to  Uess  and 
make  efiectual  in  bringing  the  people  out  of  dark- 
aess  into  li^t,  and  from  the  bonoage  of  sin  and 
Satm  hutotoe  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of 
Ood,  will  be  at  last  successAiL 

Two  msmben  added  st  tiie  last  communion  :— 
wlMle  number  of  coomiumcants  33 — bsptiams  50 
^-catechumens  35—1  marhaie— 1  death. 

Parish  of  St.  Andrews.  CommunicHnts  150 — 
haprisms  193— funerals  (not  before  reported)  27— 
mairiages  (not  before  reported)  13. 

A  reugious  library  has  been  established  in  each 
of  the  principal  congregations  of  the  parish,  the 
benefits  of  wnich  are  extended  to  the  catechumens 
and  the  poor.  Baptisms,  1  adult,  10  children,  by 
tlw  minister  of  tnis  parish,  in  Tacant  parishes 
where  no  register  is  kept 

The  chnreh  in  Fredericksburg  is  still  in  a 
flourishing  state,  increasing  in  numben  and  piety. 

In  the  pariah  of  St  Mark,  Culpepper  county, 
diere  are  43  cooununicants ;  and,  smce  Um  Last 
Conventioo,  39  bapfians,  5  maniages,  and  6  fu- 
saiala. 

In  Norfolk,  the  church  is  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition. The  number  of  those  who  attend  on  its 
public  senrices  is  rery  large,  and  the  body  of  its 
members  characterized  by  Tory  encouragmg  ap- 
pearances of  religious  lifo.  Communicants  about 
130— baptisms  67 — marriages  27. 

The  Monumental  Churcn  is  in  the  same  state 
as  formerly, — communicants  increasing.  The 
^pel  in  the  county  of  Frederick  is  in  ^  same 


■tats  aa  Mmsri^t 
county  naaity  oompliladir 

ishing  condition ;  ainoo  the  laM  CcnvartMtti « 
and  rommndiooa  edifice  haa  baeo  andil 

coDseoated  to  the  pabUe  aerfka  of  Ood.  hi 
of  the  old  8L  Panl'b  Chm^ 
aold.    The  number  of  eoaDnniB] 
and  it  is  hojped  that  there  la  a 

prorementrnthepie^of  itama , 

attachment  to  the  prmciplea  of  tfta  doich. 

Beckford  pariih,  Shenandoah  eonnlj.    Hi 
chureh  in  this  paiiah  haa  maiiy  muBdn  \gmtu 

who  are  not  only  aUa,  but  willing,  to  M  in  itfiffeK 
the  celebration  of  ita  otdinancea  amoi^  tiMifc,  H 

E resent,  they  are  destitute  of  a  paslor.  CflaMi 
a  procured,  they  woukl  moot  cbeadUly  smMit 
him.  In  one  pait  of  the  pariah  ithaa  tali^iia 
proposed  to  erect  a  brick  church,  and  thaa  ii  m 
doubt  of  its  being  erected  in  the  cooiae  of  adnrt 
time.    This  parish  earnestly  reqoaata  tha  In: 


ctergy  to  assist  them  afe  fietioently  aa  ea 
and  entreata  the  biahop  to  send  tnci  a  _ 

speedily  ss  possible,  pledging  thaaMaivae  lai» 
Tide  for  his  comfortaUe  support 


OaoBOB  LaaoML 
Chairman  of  the '^ 


On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  A]lia» 
ResoWed,  Thst  one  thousand  capiea  of  ihi 
Journal  of  this   Convention  be  jpnntod;  nd 
that  the  same  be  distributed  by  the  aacntiq^ 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  bishop. 

No  farther  business  being  before  it,  on  b^ 
Uon,  the  CouTention  adjourned,  to  meat  at  Ch» 
lottesrille,  in  the  county  of  Albemaile,  on  Am 
third  Thursday  in  May  next. 

Rich  AID  CiiANinNo  Mooai, 
Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopil 
Church  of  Virgiiiia. 
Attest,       William  Munfoed,  Secretary. 


Jimmal  of  (he  Proeeedingt  of  a  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Efiecopol  Ckmxk  of  Vtrgmik^ 
which  assembled  ai  Petersburg,  on  Thursday,  the  iSth  of  May,  1819. 

Washington,  for  St.  Paul's  Church,  Mmm' 
dria ;  Grandison  Aisqoith,  for  Christ  Chords 
Alexandria ;  Strother  M.  Helm,  for  Noibocai 
parish,  Berkeley ;  Norman  Nash,  forHampihin 
county  ;  George  M.  Carrin^n,  for  Ridbmoal 
Hill  Church,  Henrico  panah ;  Needham  L 
Washington,  for  St  Paurs  parish, Kine  Goons; 
John  Gray,  for  St.  George^s  panah,  Fredehd^ 
burg. 

The  following  clerical  deputies  appeared  and 
took  their  seats  in  this  Convention,  viz.  : — 

The  Rev.  W.  H.  Wilmer,  St.  Paul'a  ChucK 
Alexandria;  the  Rev.  Andrew  Syme,  Bralol 
parish,  Petersburg;  the  Rev.  Oliver  Norriik 
Christ  Church,  Alexandria  ;  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Ra- 
venscrofi,  St.  James's  parish,  Mecklenboigt 
the  Rev.  John  Dunn,  Shelbume  parish,  Loudaai 
the  Rev.  John  L.  Bryan,  Christ  Church,  Ntf* 
borne  parish,  Berkeley  county  ;  the  Rev.  Bsf 
jamin  Alien,  St.  Andrew's  parish,  Jefi^rssii 
the  Rev.  Edward  C.  M*Guire,  St.  GeoqfS^ 
parish,  Fredericksburg;  the  Rev.  Thomaa  0. 
Allen,  Dettingen  parish,  Dumfries ;  the  Rsv* 
William  H.  Hart,  church  on  Richmond  ffll 
Henrico  parish;  the  Rev.  Enoch  M.  Loaik 
Norbome  parish,  Berkeley ;  the  Bar.  Wittv 


Tea  Convention  met,  and  was  opened  with 
divine  service,  and  a  aermon  by  the  Rev.  Enoch 
M.  Lowe. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore  took  the  chair 
as  president  of  the  Convention. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  John  S. 
Ravenscroft,  Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  and  Mr.  WUl- 
iam  Mayo,  were  appointed  to  examine  the  cer- 
tificatea  of  appointmenU  of  the  lay  deputies  ; 
whereupon  the  following  gentlemen,  being  pres- 
ent, were  reported  to  have  been  duly  chosen, 
conformably  with  the  canons  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia,  viz. : — 

Robert  Page,  for  the  church  in  Winchester ; 
Philip  Nelson,  for  Frederick  parish ;  John 
Thorn,  for  St.  Mark's  Church,  Culpepper; 
John  Nelson,  jr.,  for  St.  James's  parish,  Mleck- 
lenburff;  William  Mayo,  for  the  Monumental 
Church  in  the  city  of  Richmond;  Nathaniel 
CraighiU,  for  St.  Andrew's  parish,  Jefferson 
county ;  Carter  Berkeley,  for  St.  Martin's  par- 
ish,  Hanover ;  Robert  Randolph,  for  Hamilton 
parish,  Fauquier ;  Sylvester  Nash,  for  Christ 
Church,  Norbome  parish  ;  Josias  Clapham,  for 
Shelbume  parish,  Loudoun  county  ;  John  Gram- 
^Wi  for  Bristol  parish,  Petersburg ;  George  F. 


ouHfiuiTioii  or  laUi 


111 


iltiiigeii  mad  Leedi  jptxidiet,  PnDce 
Bounty ;  the  Re¥.  S.  Wydown,  At. 
Aiiah,  HanoYer  county.  • 

I,  That  the  Rer.  Willnm  H.  Wilmer, 
John  Dnnn,  the  Rer.  John  8.  RaTene- 
Robert  Rmnddph,  Dr.  Carter  Berke- 
Ir.  William  Mayo,  be  a  coaunittee  to 
miaideration  the  atate  of  the  church  in 
la,  and  report  thereupon  to  thia  Con- 

I,  That  the  Rer.  Olirer  Norria,  the 

fiam  H.  Hart,  the  Rer.  Edward  C. 

Mr.  Needham  L.  Waahington,  and 

ffebon,  jr.,  be  a  committee  to  examine 

iai  reports. 

I,  That  Mr.  Robert  Page,  Mr.  George 

ington,   and  Mr.  John  Thom,  be  a 

I  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

I,  That  Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  Mr.  John 

and  Mr.  John  Gray,  be  a  committee 

I  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  **  the 

Prajrer-Book  and  Tract  Society  for 

•  of  Viivinia." 

ioo  of  Mr.  Philip  Nelson, 

d,  unanimously.  That  the  Rev.  Enoch 

be  requested  to  accept  the  thanks  of 

mtion,  for  his  eTangelical  and  appro- 

•on  delirered  this  morning. 

ion  of  the  Rer.  John  S.  Rayenscroft, 

id,  That  the  reading  of  the  canons  of 

1  at  present  be  dispensed  with. 

mal  of  the  proceedmgs  of  the  standing 

during  the  last  year  was  read  by 
iiy,  together  with  the  rules  for  regu- 

pioceedings  of  the  Conrentions  of 

t  from  the  managers  of  "  the  Prayer- 
Tract  Society  of  the  Diocess  of  Vir- 
)  presented  by  Mr.  Wilmer,  and  read, 

jMgen  of  "the  Prayer-Book  and  Tract 
the  DiocfBss  of  Virginia.'*  in  obedience 
of  the  Con?ention,  beg  leave  to  make  a 
leir  proceedings. 

e  formation  of  the  society,  it  appears. 
six  hundred  prayer-books,  five  hundred 
a  of  the  Catechism  by  Lewis,  and  fif- 
md  tracts,  have  been  distributed.  Some 
er-books  and  catechisms  have  been  sold 
and  the  proceeds  th«eof  have  been  ap- 
I  credit  of  the  society.    There  are  now 

0  prayer-books  of  the  smaller  size,  18 
sr,  500  of  the  Expositions  of  the  Gate* 

one  thousand  oi  the  catechism  with- 
nt  There  remains  in  the  hands  of  the 
be  snm  of  seventy-one  dollars  and  nine 
>er  account  herevdth  rendered  to  the 
1.  For  this  balance  responsibilities 
iDcnrred,  on  account  of  tracts  now  in 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
hich  promise  hereafter  a  more  regular 
nrupted  supply  of  tracts  than  we  nave 
BOD  able  to  obtain ;  and  the  difficulty 
prosented  itself  in  regard  to  the  means 
Uing  the  tracts  to  the  various  parts  of 
we  hope  to  remove,  by  forming  a  depot 

the  places,  Norfolk,  Richmond,  Fied- 
.  and  Wiiichester ;  at  each  of  which  it 

1  to  appoint  an  agent  for  receiving  and 
f  tbeuL 

nagen  leUcilaCe  themsehrea,  that  al- 

I 


aMMi^  the  mntkaia  of  thaaociBly  hai«been  ro. 
tarded  mora  than  perfaapa  might  leaaonablT  have 
bean  egqMeied.  yet,  that  aome  good  haa  abeadj 
been  done,  ana  they  hope  and  believe  that  the  ar- 
rangementa  which  they  have  now  succeeded  hi 
making,  will  hereafter  ^ive  more  proaqptitiide  and 
efficacy  to  their  exertiona.  They  therefine  feal 
enconniged  to  caU  upon  the  frienda  of  leUflm  and 
the  church  to  aid  them  in  eanying  intoelaetths 
important  and  benevolent  obfeeta  of  the  inatiti^ 
tioQ. 

W.  H.  WiLMw,  Chairman. 
And  then  the  ConTention  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow morning,  9  o'clock.  ^ 

FxiDAT,  Mat  14»  1819. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjoum- 
ment,  and  waa  opened  vrith  pnyer  by  the  biahop. 

Mr.  Robert  Pige,  from  the  committee  foraz- 
amining  the  treasurer's  accoonta,  pwaented  a 
report,  which  waa  read,  aa  foUowa  >-«    * 

We,  the  underaigned  coomiittee  appomttd  to 
examine  the  treasurer's  accoonta,  report,  Tlial 
we  have  diachaiged  that  doty,  and  find  Uie  ae- 
counta  fair  and  correct ;  and  that  the  balance  m 
the  handa  of  the  treaaurer  at  the  meetiiigof  tho 
present  Convention,  viraa  four  hundred  and  eigb- 
teen  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents ;  all  which 
will  ^pear  by  the  aacompan3ring  accounta  and 
documenta,  wtach  are  respectful^  submitted. 

RoaaxT  Paob, 
Geo.  F.  WAsmNOTOM, 
JoBir  Tboii, 

Waiuah  Munford,  Treaswrer  of  the  ProietUmt 
Episcopal  Chureh  of  Virginia,  tn  aeeemU  wiik 
said  Chuxh,  Dr. 

1818,  May  SO. 

To  bahmce  due  by  settlement*      -        $88  87 
To  cash  leceived  for  contrftutiona  from 
the  parishes  for  the  year  1818,  aa 
foUowa : — 
Of  Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  by  Ed- 
mund I.  Lee,      -  -        "    90  no 
St.  Andrew's  Parish,  by  Abraham 

Shepherd,  -        -        •        -    80  09 

Shelbume  Parish,  by  the  Rer.  John 
Duim,        -        -        -        -        -    80  00 


Aonia  Church,  by  William  H.  Flta- 


LOU 

ni 


ofi^ 


80  00 


Frederick  Perish,  bv  Philip  Nelson,      80  00 
do.  by  the  Rev.  Alexander  Balmain,    80  00 

FredcrickaviUe  Parish,  Albemarle,  by 
HuffhNelaon,     -        -        -        -    80  00 

Hamilton  Parish,  by  Edward  Diggea,    80  00 

St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper,  by 

Isaac  Wmston,  jr.,     <        -        -     80  00 

Christ  Church,  Noihome  Parish,  by 
Joel  Ward,        -        -        -        -     Iff  00 

St  Martin's  Parish,  Hanover,  by  Car- 
ter Berkeley,  -  -    SO  00 

St.  Jamea'a  Parish,  Mecklenboig,  by 
John  Nelson,  jr.,        -        -        -    80  00 

Dettingen  Parish,  hj  Levris  Berkday^  SO  00 

St.  Paul's  Parish,  Kins  George 
County,  by  Needham  I«.  Waab- 
ington,      •        •        -        •        •    80  00 


Amoiuit  eanitd  fomtidi 


•mm 


F 

■         Amnimt  brtraoht  fotwtrd.  HT3  87 

m    Of  Htmnco  Psnrfi.  •ent  bj  tba  Hot. 

ft        Mr.  Hurt. 30  M 

K.    Korl»rtwP'"i>h.BcikBle](,hxJattiPB 

F         W.!kp.. M  00 

'       Cbrui  Chunh,  Noifolk,  by  FnncU 

1,  WiMt. 30  00 

Bt.  GaaigB'*  Puiah.  Fredenclubiiig, 

b;  Robert  I^ewia, 
SL    P«u1'»   {'hnreb,   Al«x»n<lri».  by 
the  It*i.  William  H.  WUmci,  83U  i 
Deducting  S.  Snooden'i   ic-       ^Sf  00 
count  for  limiting,  Ac,      -        6  > 
Briatal    P»r»fa,    PeterahuTg,  by  ihc 
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30  00 


nr*   J 


;   IU>e 


30  00 


Dnnfrtn  Chuich,  D.ilingan  Pu»h, 

It  00 

Bt.  Aimti".  Puiah.  E«ei,  by  Robatl 

30  00 

Si.  lUA'a  Pariah,  Cul(»[^t,  by  WUl 

HDoninniul  Churah  in  the  city  of 

80  00 

Bwkfi»<l     Puiah.    Shenandwb,    by 

BeDiamio  Blackfonl.   - 

teiS.  Augun  16. 

BwbopMooro,   -         -         -         - 

30  00 

AeeoiDKk,  County,  by  do ,      - 

30  00 

M»y  13.  1S19.— To  balance 

ue. 

418  6B 

IBIB,  May.                             Cr 

By  cMh  paiJ  for  Dtshop  Moo 

e,  .1  Oc. 

SI  00 

"  do.  pHid  tlio  Re*.  WilUaai 

H,  Wil- 

,    mer,  alige-hire    lor  do,   or 

way   to 

7  00 

Janan,"""'' 

By   printing    lecounl    i«id 
Rifchie,  editor  of  the  Richr 

Thoma. 

nondEn- 

June  13. 

By  c«ah  paid  Lawia  Araiialead.  hock- 

drivf  r.  on  accoi.nl  of  Biahop  M<JOtB-» 

eplKopal  viailaliona,        - 

\2i  00 

JODB  16. 

By  prinlmHaecourt.  paid  Rile 

liiB.TruB 

heart  uid  D«-V«l,  -         - 

July  11, 

Bjhack-hitapaidLcwiiAtio 

«roi.nt  of  Diahop   Moore 

a  episco- 

Augiial  18, 

By  caah  paid  Bahop  Moore 

36  OO 

on  aamc 

10  00 

October  13, 

By  bBek-h.re  paid  Lewis  Arm 

■lead, on 

88  00 

Oeiobet  ae. 

By  eaJ.  paid  Biabop  Moore 

onaimo 

40  00 

■'  caah  paid   Bi'ahop  'Moore 

on  aame 

37  00 

NS3  IS 

Mil  ir 

Error!  eiceptod, 

WiLLiui  Mfirri 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Page, 

RMolred.  That  tfae  md  report  and  MOmM 
of  the  tieararer'a  leeaDiit  be  Bp|iro*ed. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Nerdham  L   Waahiii_ 

Reeolved,  uninimoualy.  That  ibit  Coniennw 
eiprcM  iheir  af^robalion  of  ihe  object  of 
ColoDizaiioD  Soriely.  and  offer  up  Ibair  b 
piiyeia  for  ita  aucceaa. 

'rhe  Conienlion  then  atleniled  dhrma  ws 
vice  by  ihe  lie*.  Thoman  G.  Allen,  and  a  M»- 
mon  by  llie  Rev.  John  Dimn  ;  after  wbidi.M 
(BMiou  wa«  reiumed. 

On  inouon  of  the  Ret  Wiiliam  H  WilnMn 

IlreolTcd,  That  a  commillec  be  a[qioiiiled  ta 
adiireaa  ihe  board  of  manigeti  of  tfae  ColeooK' 
lion  Society,  and  to  eipreai  Ihe  tpprobaUeii  id^ 
good  wishea  ofthu!  home 

And  a  corDmiUee  wa«  appoinled  of  Mr.  W3 
mer,  Mi.  Needhsm  L.  Wuhington,  ai^  Kl 
Robert  Page. 

Mr.  Wilnier,  frDin  Ibe  ataudiog  committM 
preaenled  a  repon  of  the  monev  c oUerled  m  Ht 
different  paiiabea  on  aceouni  of  the   fand  At 


ai  fotlowa  i~ 

Reeared  on  aeamnl  of  ike  Fund  for  At  S<f 

fori  of  Ihe  Epiicopalc. 

1B18,  D.'c.  3, 

fly  Ihe  Rev.  W.lham  H.  Wibner,        «16B  M 

1819,  January  lllh. 

By  ihc  Rev.  John  Dunn,  amount  of 
toUectiou  in  Shelbume  Pariah,  Lou- 
doun,     67  » 

■'  Ihe  Bey.  Olitet  Norria.  amonnl  of 
ennnal  contiibution  from  Cbltit 
Church,  Alenndria,       -        ■        ■  100  M 

■I  George  Taylor,  Eaq.,  from  a  tob- 

icriber  for  life.         ■         ■         -         -BON 

■<  coninbulion  from  Bt.  Andrew'a  Par- 

ish,  Jefferson  County.  -         .  IOC  M, 

"  the  Rev  Edmrd  C.  M-Guiie,  col- 
St    Slephcn'a  Church,  Cnl- 


peppcr. 


TiH 


■rt  Randolph,  Esq.,  collecled  in 
Hamilton  Pariah,  Fauquier,     - 

"  the    Rer.  J.  S,  RiTeoicrofl.  aiinDal 
aubacription,  from  St,  Jamea'e  P< 
iih,  Mecklenburg,  - 

Collection  in  the  aaoie  parith,     - 

Collection  in  Brunswick  County. 

By  WiULam  Mayo,  Esq,.  coUeclion 
ihe.MoniimenUl  Church.  Richmond, 

■■  Ihe  Ret,  William  H,  Harl.  collection 
in  Ibe  church  on  Richmond  Hill,     ■ 

■'  Ihe  Re*.  Thomaa  G.   Allen.  coUec- 
lion in  Dumfries  Church.         -         .... 

"  in  Aqoia  Chnrch.  ■  ■       t  N 

Stock  purchased  by  iho  standing  com- 


es « 

sail 

Mff 


33H 
17  H 


Amount  earned  fotwaid, 


«9»n 
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Amoant  broaflifat  forwiFd,  S959  85 

mittee  in  the  Farmen*  Bank  of  Al- 
ezuulria  : — 

1818.  Dec.  7. 

3  Shares,  at  $52,         •         -  $156  00 

1819,  Feb.  17. 

1  Share,  at    do.,         -         -       52  00 

/IprilS. 

I  Shares,  at  $50,        -        -      200  00 

408  00 


Balance  in  hand, 


$551  85 


I  have  about  three  hundred  dollars  yet  to  col- 
lect from  ftubecribers  for  the  above  purpose,  and 
nrhich  I  would  have  collected  before  this,  but  for 
nj  being  unable  for  a  lonfir  time  to  attend  to 
iny  business.  Eomu.nd  J.  Lbb. 

May  lOM,  1819. 

A  donation  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  the  said 
liiiid  was  this  day  presented  by  Mr<*.  Jarratt, 
ividow  of  the  Hev.  Dcvereaux  Jarratt,  deceased ; 
thereupon, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of 
hit  Convention  be  given  lo  Mrs.  Jarratt,  the 
«Iict  of  the  laic  Kev.  Dkvekeaux  Jarratt,  for 
ht  rf:Ty  hbf^ral  donation  of  one  hundred  dollars, 
which  she  has  made  to  the  episcopal  fund  ;  and 
liat  the  secretary  of  the  Convention  be  rcquest- 
9d  CO  transmit  to  Mrs.  Jarratt  a  copy  of  this  rcso- 
Qbon,  and  to  assure  her  of  the  hi^h  sense  en- 
Mtained  by  the  Convention  of  this  obligation, 
mdeared  as  it  is  by  the  munificence  of  the 
kmor,  and  by  the  recollection  of  the  virtues  of 
ler  late  husband. 

Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  from  the  committee  for 
namining  the  accounts  of  the  treasurrr  of  the 
[>Mnmon  Praycr-Book  and  Tract  Society,  pro- 
KDted  a  report  and  statement,  which  were  read, 
li  follows : — 

We,  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
iccounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Praycr-Book 
lod  Tract  Society  of  the  Diocpss  of  Virginia, 
lave  examined  the  account,  uiid  find  the  balance 
lae  by  the  treasurer  seventy-one  dollars  and 
ane  cents.  Philip  Nklson, 

J.  Grammer, 

May  14/ A,  1819.  John  Gray. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
yien,  that  the  Convention  agree  to  the  follow- 
ng  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  managers  of  the  Com- 
Bnon  Prayer-Book  and  Tract  Society  be  autlio- 
rixed  to  receive  and  apply  any  funds  committed 
to  them  for  the  promotion  of  Christian  knowl- 
edge generally. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  William  Mayo, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  proposed  resolution 
M  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  tlie  Rev. 
Samael  Wydown,  the  Rev.  William  Steel,  the 
Her.  Benjamin  Allen,  and  Mr.  Philip  Nelson. 

Id  conformity  with  the  lOth  article  of  the 
ronstitution  for  the  government  of  this  diocess, 
he  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
taoding  committee,  by  ballot ;  whereu|)on  the 
ier.    William  H.   Wihner,  the  Rev.  OUver 


Norris,  the  Rev.  John  Dunn,  the  Hon.  Bushro 
Washington,  Edmund  J.  Lee,  and  George  Tay 
lor,  Esqrs.,  were  duly  elected. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  also  proceeded  t( 
the  election,  by  ballot,  of  eight  delegates  to  rep 
resent  this  djocess  in  the  next  General  Conven 
tion ;  whereupon  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wil 
mer,  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft,  the  Rev 
William  Meade,  the  Rev.  George  Lemon,  thi 
Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  Edmund  J.  Lee 
Charles  F.  Mercer,  and  Philip  Nelson,  Etqn. 
were  duly  elected. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  until  ta 
morrow  morning,  9  o*clock. 

Saturday,  May  15,   1819. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjoam« 
ment,  and  was  0]>ened  with  prayer  by  the  bishop. 

Mr.  John  Moncuic,  a  lay  deputy  for  Aquia 
Church,  in  Overwharton  parish,  Stajford  county, 
produced  a  certificate  of  his  appointment  in  con- 
formity with  the  canons,  and  took  hit  seat  in 
the  Convention. 

The  Rev.  Benjamin  Allen,  from  the  commit- 
tee to  which  the  resolution  oifcred  by  him  for 
the  promotion  of  Cluistian  knowledge  was 
referred,  presented  the  following  resolutions  in 
lieu  thereof;  which,  being  twice  read,  were,  on 
(questions  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  Convention,  viz.  : — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  connect  a 
missionary  fund  with  any  other. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
friends  of  the  church  immediately  to  organize 
themselves  into  a  missionary  society  for  the 
benetit  of  vacant  parishes ;  of  which  society  the 
bishop  of  the  diocess  shall  be  ex- officio  piendent. 

The  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft,  from  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  church,  presented 
a  report,  whicli  was  read,  as  follows  : — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  state 
of  the  church,  have,  according  to  order,  had  the 
same  under  their  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  resolutions  : — 

Whereas  it  was  recommended  at  the  last  Gen- 
eral Convention,  that  the  sense  of  the  different 
State  Conventions  should  be  taken,  and  reported 
to  the  ensuing  General  Convention,  on  certain 
amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the  church  in 
these  United  States — one  of  which  relates  to  the 
second  article  of  the  constitution  as  now  estab- 
hshed,  and  is  in  the  following  words,  viz. : — 

"  To  strike  out  from  the  beginning  of  the  second 
article  to  the  end  of  the  first  period,  which  termi- 
nates with  the  word  '  Convention,'  and  to  insert, 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  following  provisions : — Every 
state  or  territory  of  the  Ignited  Stales  may  be 
made  to  constitiitc,  of  iuself,  or  in  union  with  the 
whole  or  certain  portions  of  any  other  state  or 
territory,  one  diocess,  or  be  divided  into  two  or 
more  diocesses  by  the  (ieneral  Convention,  with 
the  consent  tilthe  lixtal  ecclesiastical  authoritv  or 
authonties  affected  thcrnhy.  Each  diocess  shall 
I  e  entitled  to  a  renresiMitation  of  the  clergy  and 
laity,  to  consist  of  ueputies  chosen  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  Convention  of  t  he  diocess  may  pre- 
scribe ;  the  number  of  clerical  deputies  of'^each 
diocess  to  be  in  the  proportion  of  one  deputy  for 
evcrv  five  ministers  resident,  and  the  number  of 
lay  deputies,  of  one  for  every  ten  congresationa 
organized  therein;  provided  that  every  diocess 
shall  be  entitled  to  at  least  two  clerical  and  two 


-fv  ^;.  fc  ■   -J  ••*■ 
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ky  deratiat,  tud  tbat  BO  dkiean  iball  te  entidid 
to  man  thui  twelve  clerieal  and  eight  \9j  depa- 
tin  in  the  Oegenl  Conventioii.  In  all  giieitiom 
•abmittad  to  &  hooae  of  dericil  and  Uy  depa- 
tiea.  the  deciiion  thereapon,  if  leooired  by  the 
lepieaentatiop  of  any  dioeeas,  shall  be  by  oidon; 
each  Older  having  one  TOte  eacpieeicd  bye  majori- 
ty of  the  Yoicea  therein,  and  the  cccictmeDce  of 
both  otderi  ahell  be  neceetary  in  aoch  ceae  to 
conatitate  the  Tote  of  the  honae.** 

And  yoar  committee  being  of  opinion  that  no 
beneficial  leealt  woaki  be  obtained  either  to  the 
general  or  particalar  interesta  of  the  church  by 
agreeiDg  to  the  aaid  propoaed  amendment,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  much  injury  would  be  ana- 
tained  in  Tariooa  waya,  particularly  by  the  ten- 
dency which  the  propoeed  amendment  haa  to  ex- 
cite jeekxiay  among  the  different  dioceeaea  and 
bnnchea  of  the  church  }— 

Tl<r^W»,  bt  it  Jtnohed  6y  the  Cmveniiim  tf  Ait 
iitcw,  Tint  it  ia  inezpeooent  to  agree  to  the 
aiid  amendment  of  the  aecond  article  of  the  con- 
■tttution  of  the  church  as  now  eataUiahed. 

And  whereaa  it  was  alao  recommended  by  the 
last  General  Conyention  that  an  alteration  ahould 
be  mai^e  in  the  first  article  of  the  constitution  of 
the  general  church,  which  amendment  ia  in  the  fol- 
lowmg  words,  yiz.  :— 

**  Beaohred.  That  it  ia  expedient  to  alter  the 
flnt  aitide  oi  the  conatitution  of  thia  church,  ao 
fiur  aa  it  fixea  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Convention  thereof,  by  atriking  out  the  worda 
— *thinl  Tueaday  in  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
liOid  1806,  and  on  the  third  Tueaday  in  Ma^  ;* 
and  inserting,  instead  thereof  the  worda,  *Ju-$t 
TWKby  m  October,  m  the  year  <f  ovr  haird  1823, 
mud  mk  ike  faM  Tmeday  m  October.' " 

And  your  committee  being  of  opinion  that  it 
will  be  adyantageous  to  the  interests  of  the 
church  that  the  same  be  adopted :  therefore, 

Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Convention  of  thia  dtoeeee. 
That  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  first  article 
of  the  constitution  of  the  general  church  be  con- 
curred in. 

Your  committee  have  also  had  under  their  con- 
sideration an  amendment,  proposed  at  the  last 
Convention  of  this  diocess,  in  the  constitution  of 
tiie  church  in  this  state,  by  which  the  time  of 
meeting  of  tho  Conventions  shall  her^ifler  be  on 
the  first  Thursday  in  June  of  each  year,  instead 
of  the  third  Thursday  in  May.— And,  being  of 
opinion  that  the  proposed  change  would  very  con- 
nderably  increase  the  inconvenience  which  the 
lay  delegatea  already  have  to  encounter  in  leav- 
ing their  homes  at  a  busy  season  of  the  year, 
therefore, 

Be  it  Reeohed  by  thie  Comfention,  That  it  ia  in- 
expedient to  agree  to  the  said  proposed  amend- 
ment or  alteration  of  the  constitution  of  the 
church  in  this  diocess. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  said  resolutions  being  twice  read,  were, 
on  questions  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  house. 

The  Convention  then  attended  divine  service 
by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Wydown,  and  a  sermon  by 
the  Rev.  WiUiam  H.  Hart;  after  which  the 
aession  waa  resumed. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore  delivered  to 
fSie  Convention  hia  address  on  the  state  of  the 
church ;  which  being  heard, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of 
this  Convention  be  presented  to  the  Right  Rev. 
Richard  Chan m no  Moork,  D.  D.,  for  his  af- 
fectiooa^  and  appro|»iate  ^atoifl  .«4dreaa,  and 


dnt  te  b«  miiiMlad  to 
foriaaeitmifai  the  Jbonfll. 

The  aaid  addreoa  ia  mtlislbllowiqfi 

BRRsmBH,— To  ^Eect  gnat  tad, 
objects,  great  and  contimied  ezflCtioD  i 
Difficoltiea  moat  not  be  pennittfld  lonnlpi 
ourdforta,nortoimnanrooQraniL  Tiaaal^ 
fixed  upon  a  legitimato  point,  moat  pot  falh  m 
its  enerqpea  in  the  attainment  of  the  coBMaplir 
ted  design.  To  pieaa  forward  tewavda  thi 
mark,  and  to  peraeverewith  fiiniiifiaa,  en  tkm 
secure  to  na  snceeaa,  and  efieet  the  coaplslHii) 
of  that  hallowed  object  in  whidi  we  ham  m^^ 
ged,— the  leaoaeitation  of  the  dmch  af  hi 
when. 

When  tnToUing  throogh  thin  eUanaifa  im* 
cess,  htimd.  with  lahonra  pamHar  la  thi 
sution  which  I  occupy,  mr  sfniita  an  ahNm 
revived  by  lecurrinff  to  that  nobla  ^riadpM 
which  forma  the  eom  of  thia  ConTemioa,  aai 
which  animatea  the  bosom  of  each  ludiiiidMl 
member.  It  is  to  raise  our  Zion  from  the  dMi; 
to  build  up  her  prostrated  altars,  and  to  fimaift 
the  people  of  our  communion  with  the  band  rf 
life,  that  we  are  labouring.  Jehov^  froa  hii 
throne  of  mercy  looka  down  with  appiohaliw, 
snd  whiraera  to  our  hearts,  **  WeQ  (ume,  gorf 
and  faithful  servants.*' 

When  the  ruins  of  our  desolated  teoala 
meet  my  eye,  and  the  religioua  privatioBB  or  dhi 
people  are  presented  to  my  view,  my  aoal  ■ 
overwhelmed  with  those  reflectiotta  pecoliarli 
the  caae.  Considering  the  enemv  ca  madkU 
as  the  oriffin  of  the  desolation  and  distress  wkieh 
I  behold,  a  new  impetus  is  commonicatsi 
to  my  mind !  The  cross  of  the  Lord  JesM 
Christ  is  presented  to  my  view,  and  "  lo !  I  sa 
with  you  always,'*  revives  my  heart,  and  impdl 
me  to  renewed  exertion.  To  labour  in  tht 
vineyard  of  the  crucified  Saviour,  haa  formsd 
my  chief  delight  for  the  last  thirty-two  yesn  d 
my  life ;  and  though  the  power  of  doing  good 
is  in  a  degree  abric^ed  by  an  increase  ofyeai^ 
still  my  inclination  is  as  great  as  it  has  ever 
been  ;  and  if  I  can  add  one  stone  to  the  sacied 
edifice,  and  see  the  church  of  my  fathera  placed 
upon  that  height  to  which  the  apostolic  parity 
of  her  doctrines  entitles  her,  I  shall  coiiuiit  nqr 
head  to  the  pillow  of  death  with  satisfactise, 
and  leave  my  best  blessings  to  those  who  shal 
survive  me. 

Were  I  to  say,  brethren,  that  I  entertain  ths 
least  doubt  of  our  ultimate  aucceas,  I  shooUi 
speak  a  language  foreign  to  my  heart.  We  ais 
not,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  entering  within  ths 
enclosures  of  other  denominationa,  and  interfi- 
ring  with  them.  We  are  absolutely  seeking  ths 
lost  sheep  of  our  own  fold.  We  are  in  pmaoU 
of  those  who  have  been  baptized  at  the  altsis 
we  are  appointed  to  guard,  and  vi^o  are 
tute  of  spiritual  food. 

When  I  look  around  me,  and  with  an 
solicitude  view  {hose  labourers  engaged  wsk 
me  in  the  work ;  when  I  witness  their  xaal, 
and  liaten  to  the  aacred  trutha  they  delivat; 
when  I  hear  the  name  of  Jesus  and  the 
triumphs  of  redeeming  grace  proclaimed  by 
yout))fo|  lipa ;  wh^  I  see  tlm  sUndaid  of  tlif 
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Mi  eiectod  in  everr  pulpit ;  when  I  bear  the 
edeemer  produiBea  u  the  Lord  our  risfate- 
laoese,  the  only  hope  of  the  believer ;  when  I 
e  the  ministers  of  the  church  leading  their 
leks  to  the  Saviour,  at  **the  way,  and  the 
iCh,  and  the  life ;"  when  I  behold  those  who 
^n  been  set  apart  to  the  sacred  ministry  by 
e  impoeition  of  my  hands,  treading  in  the 
Bpe  of  Hall,  Davenant,  and  Hooker ;  conduct- 
I  dieir  fellew-mortals,  not  to  Socrates  and 
sneca  for  relief,  but  to  that  fountain  which 
IS  opened  on  Calvary  for  the  salvation  of  a 
ined  world; — ihe  wilderness  and  solitary 
ices  of  the  church  appear  stripped  of  their 
seds,  and  are  presented  to  my  enraptured 
wm  in  all  ike  verdure  of  primitive  timet. 
Brethren,  we  have  much  cause  of  gratitude 
God  for  the  mercies  conferred  upon  us ;  and 
oagli  all  has  not  been  done  that  we  could 
.▼e  wished,  still,  enough  has  been  effected  to 
afdnce  us  that  the  Lord  is  with  us,  and  tliat 
ibovah  smiles  upon  our  efforts. 
After  leaving  the  Convention  in  Winchester 
it  May,  in  which  place  I  confirmed  a  goodly 
mber,  and  ordained  two  priests  and  one  dca- 
Q,  I  repaired  to  the  congregation  at  Bunker*s 
in,  at  which  place  I  consecrated  a  new  stone 
urek  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God,  preach- 
1  to  a  devout  and  pious  people,  and  confirmed 
iitv-five  persons.  I  then  visited  Martinsburg, 
which  place  I  preached  twice  on  the  Sab- 
th,  to  a  respectable  and  attentive  auditory, 
id  confirmed  fourteen.  After  discharging  my 
itiet  in  Martinsburg,  I  visited  the  iNorth 
oontain,  where  I  proclaimed  the  truths  of  the 
iq>el  to  a  large  and  attentive  assembly,  conse- 
ated  a  new  and  beautiful  church,  and  confirm- 
1  fifteen. 

From  the  North  Mountain  I  went  to  Shep- 
vdstown,  at  which  place  I  preached  to  a  large 
iditory,  and  confirmed  fifW.  From  thence  I 
ant  to  Charlestown,  in  Je^rson  county,  open- 
l  a  fKV  and  elegant  church,  and  confirmed 
renty-five.  From  Charlestown  I  repaired  to 
•  chapel  in  Frederick  county,  and  preached  to 
pious  and  devout  assembly.  After  completing 
e  object  of  my  visit  beyond  the  Blue  Ridge,  I 
XMsed  into  the  county  of  Loudoun,  and  visited 
le  pariah  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Dunn,  preach- 
I  t¥rice  on  the  Sabbath,  and  once  on  Monday, 
I  laise  and  attentive  congregations,  and  con- 
tmed  twelve.  From  Loudoun  I  repaired  to 
lince  AVilliam,  and  preached  at  Haymarkct. 
lom  thence  I  went  to  Fauquier,  consecrated  a 
ns  chtrck,  delivered  a  discourse  adapted  to  the 
xasion,  and  assisted  in  the  administration  of 
le  Lord's  Supper.  From  Fauquier  I  passed 
no  Culpepper,  and  preached  to  a  large  con- 
nwation.  From  Culpepper  I  went  to  Orange, 
Dd  preached  on  the  Sabbath  to  a  large  and  at- 
iBtiye  Mscmbly.  From  Orange  I  went  to  Al- 
emarle,  but,  as  ^me  mistake  had  taken  place 
dativo  to  my  appointment,  I  was  not  presented 
ith  an  opportomty  of  officiating.  Having  thus 
niihed  mv  ^rins  tour,  I  returned  to  Richmond. 
Remaining  at  home  a  fortnight,  I  again  left 
U  puiah  \h»  last  of  June,  on  a  visit  to  some 
I  tno  lower  counties.     In  New  Kent  I  preach- 


ed to  an  attentive  eoagrention,  in  the  old 
choich  of  St.  Peter*s.  I  then  repaired  to  York- 
town,  and  officiated  in  the  courthouse,  and  on 
the  subsequent  Sabbath  preached  in  the  church 
in  Williamsburg,  administered  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per to  the  people,  and  then  returned  home. 

The  claims  of  Hanover  to  my  pastoral  atten- 
tion summoned  me  into  that  county,  in  which 
district  I  (ureached,  in  the  course  of  the  week, 
in  four  places  of  public  worship,  and  lectured  at 
Doctor  Carter  Berkeley's.  My  visit  to  that 
parish  was  again  repeated  after  a  little  time, 
when  I  administered  the  Lord's  Supper,  and 
preached,  as  usual,  to  a  pious  and  attentive  con- 
gregation at  the  Fork  Church.  The  state  of 
that  parish,  composed  of  individuals  endeared  to 
by  a  thousand   tender  considerations,  in- 
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duced  me  to  visit  it  a  third  time,  when  I  preach- 
ed in  two  of  the  churches,  administered  the 
Lord's  Supper,  and  lectured  at  Mr.  Francis 
Nelson's. 

The  last  autumn,  I  left  Richmond  on  a  tour 
to  the  northern  section  of  the  diocess,  preached 
in  Fredericksburg  in  the  evening,  and  continued 
my  journey  as  far  as  Alexandria.  In  that  city 
I  preached  five  times  in  three  days,  to  over- 
flowing, pious  congregations.  From  Alexandria 
I  passed  into  Prince  William,  consecrated  a  new 
churchy  preached  to  a  pious  people,  and  admin- 
istered the  Lord's  Supper.  From  Prince  Will- 
iam I  again  repaired  to  Fredericksburff,  at 
which  place  I  preached  twice,  and  assisted  Mr. 
M*Guire  in  the  administration  of  the  Lord's 
Supper.  From  thence  I  went  to  Port  Royal, 
where  I  also  officiated,  and  then  returned  to 
Richmond.  In  addition  to  the  duties  above 
specified,  I  have  visited  Chesterfield  several 
times — preached  once  in  the  church  of  Falling 
Creek,  and  also  upon  two  funeral  occasions. 

In  the  month  of  November  I  visited  Norfolk, 
in  which  place  I  delivered  an  ordination  sermon, 
and  admitted  to  the  holy  order  of  priest  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Avery,  of  Edenton,  North  Carolina. 
From  Norfolk  I  went  to  the  eastern  shore  of 
Virginia,  preached  in  three  different  places  in 
the  county  of  Accomack,  and  administered  the 
Lord's  Supper  to  a  deeply  impressed  congrega- 
tion. From  Accomack  I  proceeded  to  North- 
ampton, in  which  county  I  preached  to  a  larse 
and  attentive  assembly.  The  con^ogation  m 
Accomack  have  procured  the  services  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Eastbum,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  state, 
that,  from  the  devotional  disposition  of  the  peo- 
ple, I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  sit* 
nation  will  secure  to  him  the  greatest  comfort. 

It  will  not  be  thought  irrelevant,  brethren,  to 
notice  at  this  time  my  late  excursion  throu^ 
the  diocess  of  North  Carolina.  The  church  m 
that  state  is  rising  in  all  the  vigour  of  youth.  A 
new  edifice  has  been  lately  erected  in  Fayette- 
ville,  an  ornampnt  to  the  town,  and  a  credit  U) 
the  exertion  of  its  founders,  which  I  consecrated 
to  the  service  of  Almighty  God.  I  confirmed 
in  that  place  sixty  persons,  and  admitted  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Shaw  to  the  order  of  deacons.  Among 
the  list  of  worthies  who  have  exerted  them- 
selves in  the  building  of  the  church  in  Fayetto- 
yille,  I  fyad  the  names  gf  Camerpn  aod  Wipt- 
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Imt,  Ow  mo*  of  two  of  on  dwtucd  anfj. 
Uh  tb*  foirit  of  thnr  fallMn  eontiBM  to  m^ 
u>la  tbnr  bomu,  and  M»r  Hw  efaiUraa  of 
olb«  nuDWtan  imiMM  tbair  Mble,  (Iimt  Irada- 
bla  wunfla.  Tlw  cbnccb  in  WilmiofUn  m 
aba  in  k  pranrou  condilicm.  I  pM>cb«d  in 
IhU  phM  to jnon*,  ero<*dtd  aDditoriaa,  utd  COD- 
flrmad  one  BDiidrad  ud  ifairtf-lliru  panona. 
Nawben  ti  iIm  liaing  in  imtMHtaDca.  Tha 
congragittan  haTe  datanniDad  ta  cnet  a  naw 
lillili,  a|wa  tha  pUn  of  ihat  in  Faf  eltarilla.  I 
pnMlMd  in  NaiAem  fira  tii  '  ' 
BBnfcmid  fiA^-two  panona, 
tba  Loid'i  Sappn  to  a  lane  iMdjr  of 
cMnBoniaaBla.  I  Tiaitod  Wutunghm,  C 
viBa,  and  Taiboiongh,  and  praochad   • 


doing  food. 


with  Ihe  diapontion  Of 
food,  lat  m  lanew  tliia  dajr,  to  God  (ud 
— 1.    —  ^g,„  ^  fidaiilr.    We  hare 


fladged  onradTH  to  eiert  even  Dene  in  ths 
pnaecatiOD  of  tha  ciuh  in  iriiich  we  hare  em- 
baikad,  and  hi  u  redMm  thai  plodaa  bj  an 


d«Ati|aUe  attonlion  to  our  dntf.  Lei 
tiana  to  lore  oae  tnolhet.  Lat  mm  pray  im  our 
motnal  anccMa.  Let  a*  ipetkthe  unia  tUnga, 
and  proclaim  the  aime  tratha.  Peace  will  tlun 
be  within  onr  walli,  and  the  liiri— inn  nf  ttw  Al- 
■nightf  will  leat  apon  oar  labooia.  Going  forth 
in  the  atnncth  of  the  Lonl  Ood,  and  making 
meotiaa  of  Kit  righueiuiKtM,  Bid  Mit  mhf,  the 
powen  of  diikneu  mnit  yield  to  (he  (bree  of 
dinne  truth.  The  goapd  will  trioDipb  am  all 
ita  anemiea.  The  kingdeni  of  the  Meaaiah 
mi]*!  and  will  prevail,  until  the  earth  (hill  be 
filled  with  Ihe  uiowledge  of  God,  ai  the  wucn 
eoTer  the  mb.  To  oBial  in  the  accomptiih- 
menl  of  the  divine  promiiee,  we  hare  been 
called  to  labour.  Attired  in  the  arnioui  of  the 
gospel,  Uod  will  be  on  oar  eide,  and  will  ren- 
der our  efforta  luceeaiful.  The  member*  of  om 
eharchei  will  hold  up  our  hmda,  and  pray  foi 
the  advanceinent  of  the  hallowed  cause.  "Who 
ia  he  that  will  harm  you.  if  ye  be  foUowen  of 
thai  which  a  good  !"  Brelhreo  of  the  clergy 
and  laity,  you  cin^  with  you  my  warmeit 
plsyeie  and  benediction.  May  Jehovah  be  youi 
portion,  and  underneath  you  may  he  place  the 
everlaating  Knns  of  hia  lote. 

The  Rev.  Oliver  Norria,  from  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  the  parochial  reporta  were  refer- 
red, preaented  the  following  report  ;  which,  be- 
uig   read,   waa   approved    by  the    Convention, 


Thai 


;tee  on  the  autiiect  of  the  parochial 

aie  to  oreaeni  ttie  following  can- 

iB  reporta  thai  have  been 

The  church  in  Hamphire  county  liegiiu  to  ei- 
hlbit  aonie  eymptoma  of  revival.  About  ten  con- 
jrregationa  have  been  tbrmed  aince  July  last. 
There  are  two  churchea  nearly  compleled,  and 
neparalioni  are  making  to  repair  an  old  one.  The 
Bev.  Meaan.  Allen  uid  Bryan  hate  viaited  Iheae 
congTegition3,and  baptized  fifteen.  Aveatrjhave 
■wen  elected,  and  a  number  of  petaons  are  aniioua 
to  receive  the  sacramPnl  of  the  Lord'a  Suppei 
when  an  onportunily  oflbra. 

Chriat  Church,  Notbomepaii^  Barkelajcoan- 


coimty,  atatea,  300  c  .  .     _ 

baptiMna,  au  maniafea.  fifteen  buriala  ;  i 
«idleetiooa  made  far  ue  epiaci 
(loa    Aa  directed  by  Iba  la 
raeloi  gfthia  pariah,  t£e  Bar.  Beojanwi  jU 
iisd  a  vacaot  paiiah  in  Sbenandaab  o — 
elian  for  tba  epiaeopal  fi_ 

SrocMda  were  left  in  Ihe  handa  of  one  of  Ibeva 
irlhepurpaaeafiDctaaaingtL    TbeamaoEl 
not  been  received    Bonda^  School*  tiave  ta 
eetabUahed  ttnanihoiU  the  paiiah,  apd  la 
ved  aileoaiTalT  naefiil. 

S  t.  Jamea's  Chnr^Lai 
Bsptiima  twelTa, 


:oUectiDn  for  tba  IfiaeiipBl  Alod  P 
Dettingen  ami  Laad'a  pariAaB,  Vt — 
county.     A  new  ehatcb  haa  ben  ta 
secraied.     Conmninieauta  trntmy-m^-A 

'hirty.  and  U~  ""* — *^    ~"~ — =-—  '^ 


bouka  are  gelling  intagaiMralaa^anii 
Impe  la  enlertaioed  that  the  prinafiea  i 

'  pieiy  are  gaining  groand 

I  ne  cnurches  in  Aleiudna  conimoe 

in  improving  condition.    The  number  of  . 

'~~nts  has  merviiaed.especiatlT  among  Ihe 


many  of  whom  .  _  .  .. 

public  and  worthy  profiiwi.  .   .. „. 

niembeia  of  the  chuich,  generally,  an 
emnEin  iheir  altacbi       " ""  "' 


[Ihenm^ 

__jia«L  TI* 
:y.  anMwib- 
in  grace,  aad  ii 


r  Lord  and  Saviour  Jam< 


and  there  arc  b(  pieaeiil  forty-five  commuDicaBl 
live  of  whom  have  been  eddied  in  the  laM  year. 


n  Norbome  panah,  .. 

ihal  ita  tninister,  only  having  dM- 

id  consequently  not  having  anthr 

-  ■•■ nt  of  the  Loid^  8v 

-n  with  anyea- 


hundred,  AfajTia^ 
three.  The  minister  of  tbi  ._.  _ 
ID  hia  repoit,  Ihal  the  proapecu  of  religiCMS  M' 
provemeui  ore  very  encouraging.  The  chard 
IB  laiaing  het  drooping  head,  and  the  kingdcaa  a( 
ou^  Lord  and  Saviour  ta  rapidly  >Mlvsncing.  Tl< 
vitstry  of  this  puuh  hgve  purchased  for  ilMir  div 
eyman  a  comfoitable  panumage. 
The  cause  of  pure  and  uodefiled  tdigiond 

ID  Frederick  parish.    The  a -— "— 

e  lo  the  public 
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dvlegali  in  GonventioB  bega  le«v0  to  lUte,  that  re- 
lifioo  is  atill  incraasing,  a«  appeara  bj  tike  number 
OT  coomiiuicanta,  which  has  wiTancedsince  the  last 
IMirt  from  six  to  thirty-two,  all  of  whom  appear 
ba  deeply  impressed  with  the  solemnity  of  their 
teaion.  The  congregations  ffenerally  are  large, 
much  attached  to  their  worthy  minister,  whose 

Min  appear  hkely  to  raise  that  portion  of  the 

cliiifch,  long  prostrate  and  almost  hopeless.  Pa- 
innta  are  becoming  more  attentive  to  the  impor- 
tant duty  of  Christian  education.  Baptisms  twen- 
ty-five, of  which  two  were  adults. 

St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  county.  The  state 
of  tba  church  is  encouraging.  A  Sunday  School 
laa  lately  been  instituted,  which  promises  much 

£od  to  the  nsing  generation.  Communicants 
[tv — baptisms  two — marriages  two. 
Briatol  pariah,  Petersburg.  Nothing  very  ma- 
terial has  occurred  in  this  parish  since  the  last 
CoDvention.  The  administration  of  the  word  and 
wmt  lainmirn  are,  perhaps,  better  attended  now  than 
•SOT  they  were.  Owmg  to  the  severe  and  protract- 
ed iBdiaposition  of  the  rector,  he  has  not  been  able 
to  pay  Uiat  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office 
^vfawh  he  could  have  wished,  and  the  state  of  his 
pariah  required. 

In  Hamilton  parish  the  number  of  communi- 
cants has  increased,  and  religious  real  seems  gen- 
erally increasing.  A  collection  was  made  in  this 
duuch  for  the  episcopal  fund  amounting  to  ^7 1  25. 
^  Sunday  School  has  been  established  in  this  par- 
sah,  and  is  in  a  flounshing  condition. 

In  Dumfries  Church,  Dettingen  parish,  Prince 
IVilliam  county.  Communicants  thirty-four— bap - 
twna  forty-three — marriages  eleven— deattis  four. 
^  eoUection  of  $17  34  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  epis- 
copal fund  was  taken  up  in  this  church. 

In  Aquia  Church,  Overwharton  parish,  Staf- 
Jbid  county.  Communicants  twenty-one — bap- 
tiama  seventeen — one  marriage-;-dcaths  four.  A 
collection  of  S6  was  made  in  this  church  for  the 
cpiacopal  fund. 

Tbe  report  from  St.  James's  parish  is  favoure- 
Ue.  The  aervice  is  well  attended,  and  heartily 
joined  in  bv  the  members.  The  iuunl>or  of  com- 
Mimicanta  has  increased.  In  the  upper  congrega- 
tion there  are  twenty-two,  in  the  lower  nine  com- 
amicants— baptisms  twenty -seven,  one  of  them 
an  adult — funerals  six — no  marriages.  A  collec- 
tion of  824  67  for  the  episcopal  fund  was  taken 
up  by  the  minister  of  this  parish  m  Brunswick 
county.  A  collection  was  also  taken  up  for  the 
name  purpose  in  this  parish  of  1^33  75. 

Church  on  Richmond  Hill.  A  new  church  has 
been  comoMnced,  and  it  is  hoped  will  soon  be 
completed.  Communicants  forU— baptisms  twen- 
iy-eu—marriages  hve.  One  flourishing  Sunday 
SclftOoL     Contribution  to  episcopal  fund  $33. 

The  congregation  of  the  Monumental  Church 
ffflWtinu^  in  tM  same  state  in  which  it  was  report- 
ed the  last  year.  The  number  of  the  comrnuni- 
canta  increases,  and  several  of  the  most  valuable 
of  the  society  joined  the  altar  upon  the  last  Eastcr- 
flmda^.  A  large  Sunday  School  has  been  cstab- 
Itfiwd  m  this  chureh. 

The  church  in  Fredericksburg  still  enioys  the 
converting  and  sanctifying  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  an  extent  eminently  encouraging.  Com- 
mnnicanta  ninetj-four — baptisms  twenty-eieht — 
mairiagea  ten — funerals  twelve — Sunday  Schools 
thrae,  containing  225  scholars,  and  one  parish 


Tht  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the 
IVeaident  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
the  following,  which,  being  twice  read. 


and  amended,  waa,  on  the  qoeation  put  there- 
upon, approved  by  the  Convention,  yiz.  : — 

To  the  Hon.  BuBhrod  Wathingtoriy  PretideiU  of  ih* 
American  Colonization  ^Society. 

Peterrduro,  May  14.  1819. 
Dear  Sir, — We,  the  comrnittre  appointed  by  the 
Convention  to  carry  into  effect  the  foregoing  res- 
olution, have  great  pleasure  in  fulfilling  this  duty. 
I'he  object  of  the  society  over  which  you  pre- 
side, is  one  which  cannot  fail  to  awaken  the  nym- 
pathy  of  every  humane  mind.    The  forebodmgs 
of  the  politician,  the  regrets  of  humanity,  and 
the  prayers  of  Christians,  have  long  been  turned 
upon  tne  question    of  uroviiling  a  remedy  for 
the  evils  growing  out  ol  the  slave  population  in 
this  country.     To  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
that  portion  of  society,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
secure  an  exemption  from  any  tendency  to  licen- 
tiousne.ss  and  insuhonlination,  are  objecta  which 
have  been  considtTcd  irreconcilcable ;  and  which 
have  nerved  to  pcrolex  and  disconrege  both  the 
politician  and  the  pnilanthropist.    The  plan  and 
views  of  your  society,  as  far  as  they  are  under- 
stood by  this  Convention,  appear  well  calculated 
to  effect  and  harmonize  these  objects ;  to  rescue 
this  unhappy  class  of  our  fellow-creatures  fnmi 
thn  iKnoraiicc,  vict*,  and  degradation  to  which  the 
habits  and  b«>ntiment8,  if  not  tho  necessities,  of  tlie 
present  social  state,  will  forever  doom  them  while 
thoy  remain  in  this  couiilr>' — to  restore  a  neople 
whom  "  Gori  hath  made  of  one  blood**  witn  our- 
selves to  their  natural  birthright  of  human  be- 
int^ ;  and,  by  a  process  so  gradual  as  to  guard 
against  the  etfecta  of  too  abrupt  a  termination  of 
long-establi8he<l  habita,  to  deliver  our  land  from  a 
calamity  which,  in  ita  present  progress,  is  por- 
tentous of  incalculable  miser}'  and  disaster.    Nay, 
more ;  your  sphere  of  l>enevolence  takes  a  still 
wider  range,  and  propiraes,  by  colonizing  this 
people  on  the  coant  of  Africa,  to  diffuse  thereby  the 
blessingfi  of  civilization  and  Christianity  through- 
out the  vast   extent  of   that  benighted    regi(Mi. 
May  It  not  Ix;,  that  the  great  Disposer  of  eventa 
designs  thus  to  vindicate  the  mysterious  dispen- 
sations of  that  pow<fr,  which  can  render  that 
which  was  itst^lf  an  outrage  upon  evcrj*  principle 
of  humnnity  and  roliinon,  »ul»servient  to  the  great 
purpose.H  of  hw  providence  and  grace  ?  Like  the 
captivity  of  Joitrph,  which  was  meant,  indoed,  for 
evil  by  the  perp«'tnitori<  of  the  crime,  may  not  the 
aH'erting  history  of  this  people  prove,  that  their 
misfortunes  were   i»ennitted   in  order  "to  save 
much  {>eople  alive,    and  to  render  their  own  desti- 
ny ultimately  more  glorious  than  it  otherwise 
would  have  been. 

These  views  and  hopes  arc  confirme<l  by  the  re- 
markable synchronism  of  rvonts  and  circumstan- 
ces. The  simultaneous  elforta  that  are  in  prep- 
aration on  every  part  of  the  globe  for  the  further- 
ance of  humanity  and  rehiion;  the  unanimity 
with  which  the  Colonization  Society  has  been 
cherished  and  supported,  even  amon^  those  who 
might  have  been  supnoMKl  to  \>e  hostile  to  it;  and 
the  patronage  which  our  general  government 
seems  disposed  to  affonl  to  it,  are  flattering  indi- 
cations that  these  are  the  mighty  doings  of  Him 
•*  who  tiirnelh  the  hearts  of  men  as  rivers  of  wa- 
ter." The  time  a])pears  to  luive  come.,  when  **  the 
isles  shall  wait  on  Him."  and  "  Ethiopia  shall 
stretch  out  her  hands  unto  God," — when  the  poor 
negro  on  the  banks  of  the  Sherbro,  the  Niger,  the 
Gambia,  and  the  Senegal,  shall  behold  their  wa- 
ters whitening  with  the  sails  of  commerce— when 
he  shall  behold  cities  spreading  around,  and  tem- 
ples lifting  up  their  heads, — when  he  shall  hear  hia 
valleys  ami  rocks  resound  with  "the  church-going 


1M 

talt*  wMA  Ain  call  bini  to  wonUb,  in  the 
beutf  of  iMikieM,  the  Ood  and  FUher  of  oar  Lovd 
JeMM  Christ,  the  BmTkmr  of  mankind.  To  labour 
in  thia  woric  is  to  oo-work  with  Ood.  For  your 
ancouraffement  to  peraerere,  joo  require  not  our 
approbatMii.  You  have  a  more  elevated  aoorce 
01  aatiafiKtion,  a  nobler  reward,  in  the  conscious- 
neas  of  doing  good,  and  in  tne  hi^  prospects 
which  your  laboors  hare  already  umoUfed.  But 
unredeemed  it  matter  of  iostice  to  oarselTes,  toas- 
•are  yoa  of  oar  best  wisoes  and  prayers.  In  the 
name  of  Ood  and  of  homanity,  we  wish  yon  good 
hidL  May  Heaven  prosper  and  reward  yoar  la- 
bear  of  love! 

For  yooraelf,  air,  individaally,  be  pleaaed  to 
accept  the  assorancea  of  our  high  esteem.  Long 
may  you  live  to  preside  over  the  American  Colom- 
aation  Society,  and  to  extend  to  other  lands  the 
Wossings  of  a  liliB  which  has  already  confenedim- 
portent  beoefita  on  yoar  own  country. 
We  are,  very  respectfiiUf  , 
Your  friends  snd  obedient  eervants, 

William  H.  Wilmse, 

RoBKiT  Paob, 

NkBDHAM  L.  WASBIlfOTON. 

Reaolved,  That  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wil- 
be  reqoeeted  to  transmit  the  foregoing  ad- 
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of  the  Anwicon  CahniMtioo 

On  molaoQ  of  the  Rev. 'WiDiui 

Reeohred,  That  tilt  Mit  BMliBff  of  thai 
vention  for  thia  dioeaaa  diaU  be 
on  the  Tharadi^preoedi^g  tha  thfad' 
May  next,  being  the  llthday  of  that 

On  motioiia  aeverafly  oiaM, 

Reaolved,  That  7S0  coptea  of  Iha  Jomd 
this  Convention  be  printed,  md   C 
amon^  the  poriahee  by  the  eacratMy, 
aopenntendence  of  tlie  biahoo. 

Reeolved,  alao,  That  the  tbaaka  of  flUa 
vention  be  preeented  to  the  aecrataiy  fiv  hbi 
vices,  and  tnat  the  expeneea  ineomd  \m  In 
travelling  and  attendance  be  defiagm  If 
church. 

The  Convention,  havii^  fimahed  tbal 
before  it,  adjourned,  to  meet  aflain  at . 
on  the  Thuraday  preceding  the  thiid 
in  May  next. 

RicHABD  CsAHiniro  MooEi, 

Bishop  of  the  Prot.  Epis.  Churdi  of  1 
Attest,  William  MvHFOBDt 


Jmurmd  tf  ikt  Procuiingw  of  a  ConvetUian  of  the  Protestant  EvUcopal  Ckwrek  tf  Ffryaai^^ 
wkiek  OMtembled  at  Alexandria^  on  Thweday,  the  llthof  Mayf  18S0. 


Tm  Convention  met,  and  waa  opened  with 
divine  eervice,  and  a  aermon  by  the  Rev.  John 
8.  Ravenacroft. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore  took  the  chair 
aa  president  of  this  Convention. 

A  committee,  consistinff  of  the  Rev.  John  S. 
Ravenscroft,  Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  and  Dr.  Carter 
Berkeley,  were  appointed  to  examine  the  certifi- 
cates of  appointments  of  the  Uy  deputies; 
vfhereopon  the  following  gentlemen,  being  pres- 
ent, were  reported  to  have  been  duly  chosen, 
conformably  with  the  canons  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia,  vix. : — 

John  Nelson,  jun.,  for  St.  Jameses  pariah, 
Mecklenburg ;  Sylvester  Nash,  Christ  Church, 
Norboroe  parish,  Berkeley ;  Robert  Beverley, 
St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex ;  John  H.  Wingiield, 
New  Church,  Antrim  pariah,  Halifax  ;  Bushrod 
Washington,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Alexandria; 
Benjamm  Blackford,  Beckford  pariah,  Shenan- 
doah ;  Carlyle  F.  Whiting,  Christ  Church, 
Norfolk ;  Edmund  J.  Lee,  Clirist  Church, 
Alexandria ;  Abraham  Shepherd,  St.  Andrew*8 
pariah,  Jefferaon ;  Tillotaon  Fryatt,  Norbome 
parish,  Berkeley ;  George  Taylor  and  George 
Payette  Washington,  Henrico  pariah ;  Epaph- 
roditus  L.  Waring,  Washington  parish,  West- 
moreland ;  Wilson  Gary  Selden,  Shelbume  par- 
ish, Loudoun;  Robert  Lewis,  St.  George's 
parish,  Fredericksburg ;  Robt.  Randolph,  Ham- 
ilton parish,  Fauquier ;  William  Foote,  Det- 
tingen  pariah,  Prince  William ;  Philip  Nelaon, 
ClMpel,  Frederick  ;  Strother  Jonea,  church  in 
Winchester,  Frederick  iwiriBh ;  Robert  Page, 
Wicklifie  Church,  Frederick ;  Hugh  Nelson, 
Fredericksville,  Albemarle ;  Wm.  NUyo,  Monu- 
mental Church,  city  of  Richmond;  Carter 
Mikeley^  St  Martin's  pariah,  Hanover;   Rob- 


ert  Weur,  South  Famham  pariah,  Eaaei ; 
Berkeley,  Haymarket  Church,  Lead's 
Prince  WilUam ;    and  William  H.   ~ 
Aquia  Church,  Overwharton  parish,  Staflbrl 

The  following  clerical  deputies  sppeared 
took  their  seats  in  the  Conventi<m,  vix.  :<— 

The  Rev.  William  H.  Wihnor,  St.  Parfk 
Church,  Alexandria;  the  Rev.  Oliver  NenOb 
Christ  Church,  Alexandria;  the  Rov.  AlexiA- 
dor  Balmain,  Frederick  parish,  Winchestsrs 
the  Rev.  William  Meade,  Chapel,  Fredonck 
county;  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenacroft,  8L 
James's  pariah,  Mecklenburg;  the  Rev.  Joha 
L.  Bryan,  Cbriat  Church,  Norbome  paridii 
Berkeley  county  ;  the  Rev.  George  Lemo^ 
Hamilton  pariah,  Fauquier  ;  the  Rev.  Benjaa^. 
Allen,  St.  Andrew*a  pariah,  Jefferson;  d» 
Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire,  St.  George's  pari4 
Fredericksburg;  the  Rev.  Thomas  G.  ABm^ 
Dettingen  parish,  Dumfries;  the  Rev.  Enoflh 
M.  Lowe,  Norbome  pariah,  Berkeley  ;  the^Rift  i 
Wm.  Steel,  Dettingen  and  Leeds  panahes, 
William ;  the  Rev.  Samuel  Wydown,  St.  M» 
tin's  pariah,  Hanover ;  the  Rev.  John  ReynoUib 
St.  Anne'a  pariah,  Eaaex;  the  Rev.  Dinid 
Stephena,  Augusta  pariah,  Staunton ;  the  Rs*^ 
Joaeph  Lanaton,  Beckford  parish,  Shenandoah  j 
the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  FredericksfOi 
pariah,  Albemarle  ;  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  li 
Andrua,  miaaionary,  late  of  St.  PauFs  panK 
King  George. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Oliver  Noiris, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  clergymen,  vAl 
are  not  members  of  this  Convention,  be  invinA 
to  take  seats  therein,  vix. : — 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Horrell,  Charlea  Maa^ 
Ethan  Allen,  and  Charies  C.  Auatin,  of  Umf 
land ;  the  Rev.  Adam  Empie  and  Rkhaid  & 
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Ifftson,  of  North  Ctrolina;  the  ReT.  Walter 
D.  Addiion  and  Reuel  Kekh,  of  Geeigetown, 
D.  C. ;  the  Rer.  William  Hawley  and  Andrew 
T.  M*Cormack,  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee,  the  follow- 
iag  nilea  of  order  were  read  and  adopted,  for 
Mgulating  the  proceedinga  of  this  Convention, 


I.  The  business  of  erery  day  shall  be  intro- 
duced with  the  morning  service  of  the  church. 

«l.  When  the  president  takes  the  chair,  no 
member  shall  continue  standing,  or  shall  after- 
ward stand  up,  unless  to  address  the  chair. 

3.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the 
••nrice  of  the  house  unless  he  have  leave,  or  be 
unable  to  attend. 

4.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in 
debate,  or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  he 
shall  with  due  respect  address  himself  to  the 
president,  confining  himself  strictly  to  the  point 
m  debate. 

6.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice 
ID  the  same  debate  without  leave  of  the  house. 

-8.  A  question  being  once  determined,  shall 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house,  and  shall 
not  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the  same 
session,  unless  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds 
of  the  house. 

7.  While  the  president  is  putting  any  ques- 
tion, the  members  shall  continue 'in  their  seats, 
and  shall  not  hold  any  private  discourse. 

8.  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  house 
when  any  question  is  put,  shall,  on  a  division, 
be  comited,  unless  he  be  personally  interested 
in  the  decision. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  as  before 
tile  house  unless  it  be  secoiuled,  and,  when  re- 
quired, reduced  to  writing. 

10.  When  any  question  is  before  the  house, 
it  shall  be  determined  on  before  any  new  thing 
is  introduced,  except  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

II.  The  question  on  a  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment  shall  be  taken  before  any  other,  and  with- 
oot  debate. 

13.  When  the  house  is  about  'to  rise,  every 
member  shall  keep  his  seat  until  the  president 
shall  Irrve  his  chair. 

Oidert;d,  That  the  Ilev.  William  H.  Wilmer, 
the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft,  the  Rev.  Will- 
iam Meade,  Mr.  Bushrod  Wap^ington,  Mr. 
William  Mayo,  and  Mr.  Robert  Randolph,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  sute  of 
tiie  church  in  this  diocess,  and  report  thereupon 
to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Oliver  Norris,  the 
Rev.  Alexander  Balmain,  the  Rev.  George 
Lemon,  Mr.  Robert  Lewis,  Doctor  Wilson 
Caiy  Selden,  and  Mr.  Strother  Jones,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  parochial  reports. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Carter  Berkeley,  Mr. 
George  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Abraham  Shepherd,  be 
a  committee  to  examine  the  treasurcr*s  ac- 
coonts. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Enoch  M.  Lowe, 
the  Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire,  and  Mr.  John 
Nelson,  jon.,  be  a  conmuttee  to  examine  the 
jmeouats  of  the  treasurer  of  **The  Common 


Prayer-Book  and  Tract  Society  for  the  Dioceis 

of  Vhrginia." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ravenscroft, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  upon  the  present  state  of  the 
"  Widows'  Fund." 

And  a  committee  was  appointed,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Ravenscroft  and  Mr.  Wilmer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lemon, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of 
the  Convention  be  returned  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ravenscroft,  for  his  impressive  and  appropriate 
discourse  delivered  on  this  occasion. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  uitil 
to-morrow  morning,  9  o*clock. 

Friday,  May  12, 1820. 

The  Convention  met  according  to»  adioam- 
ment,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Bishop 
Moore. 

The  Rev.  John  Dunn,  a  clerical  deputy  from 
Shelburne  parish,  Loudoull,  attended  and  took 
his  seat. 

Doctor  Berkeley,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  present- 
ed a  report  and  statement,  which  were  read,  in 
the  following  words  and  figures,  viz. : — 

Alexandria,  May  12,  1820. 
We,  the  undersigned  committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  report.  That 
we  have  discharged  that  duty,  and  find  the  ac- 
counts fair  and  correct,  and  that  the  balance 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  at  the  meeting  of 
the  present  Convention,  was  $772  68 ;  all 
which  will  appear  by  the  accompanyinff  account 
And  documents,  which  are  respectmlly  sub- 
mitted. 

Cabtes  Bkbkslst, 
Abraham  Shbphbrd, 
Gbobob  Taylor. 

On  motion,  Resolved,That  the  said  report  and 
statement  of  the  treasurer's  account  be  aj^roved 
end  passed  by  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee,  a  preamble 
and  resolution,  submitted  by  him,  in  reUtion  to 
the  episcopal  fund,  were  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  be  considered. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Ed* 
mund  J.  Lee,  Mr.  Abraham  Shepherd,  Mr. 
Robert  Page,  Doctor  Wilson  Cary  Selden,  and 
Mr.  Hugh  Nelson. 

The  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  of  this  diocess  was  submitted  to 
the  Convention  l  y  Mr.  Wilmer,  and  read  by  the 
secretary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilmer, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Convention  of  1818,  requiring  the  sum  oi  five 
dollars  to  be  paid  annually  m  addition  to  the 
thirty  dollars  called  for  by  the  ninth  canon,  be 
and  IS  hereby  rescinded. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lee,  that  the  9th 
canon  of  this  church  be  amended,  so  that  the 
said  canon  read  thus  ; — 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  parish  to  send 
to  the  Convention  the  sum  of  tnirty,  and  not 
less  than  filteen  doUars,  annually,  for  t|ie  eoq^ 
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tingent  expenses  of  the  church  ;  which  money 
shall  be  lodged  with  the  treasurer  of  the  Con- 
vention of  this  church,  and  held  subject  to  their 
order.** 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  the  said 
motion,  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  Convention  then  suspended  its  session, 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  divine  service  ; 
whereupon  the  service  was  read  at  St.  Paul's 
Church  by  the  Rev.  William  Meade,  and  a  ser- 
mon delivered  by  the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch ; 
the  iiervice  was  also  read  at  Christ  Church  by 
the  Rev.  Enoch  M.  Lowe,  snd  a  sermon  de- 
livered by  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft. 

The  sitting  of  the  Convention  being  resumed, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  that 
the  following  resolution  be  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  meeting  of  the  next  Con- 
vention shall  be  at  the  town  of  Charlottesville, 
in  the  county  of  Albemarle. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr,  Meade,  that 
the  Convention  agree  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion : — 

Resolved,  That  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Convention  shall  be  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk. 

A  motion  was  thereu))on  made  by  the  Rev. 
Benjamin  Allen,  that  the  resolution  so  proposed 
bo  amended,  by  striking  therefrom  the  words 
**  borough  of  Norfolk,**  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof,  "  town  of  Staunton,  in  the  county  of 
Auffusta.*' 

Whereupon,  the  question  being  put,  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

Tho  said  resolution,  that  the  meeting  of  the 
next  Convention  shall  be  in  the  borough  of  Nor- 
folk, being  twice  read,  wa.s,  on  the  question  put 
thereui)on,  agreed  to  by  the  Convention. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow morning,  9  o'clock. 

SATURn.\v,  Mav  13,  1820. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev 
William  H.  Wilmer. 

Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee,  from  the  committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  preamble  and  resolution 
offered  by  him  on  the  subject  of  the  episcop^il 
fund,  reported,  that,  upon  ounsidoring  the  same, 
the  said  committee  proposed  the  following  in 
lieu  thereof : — 

The  C^onvention  of  this  diocess  having  herrto- 
fore  expressed  their  opinion  of  the  ;rreat  im- 
portance to  the  promotion  (»f  n'lijjion,  amonir  those 
who  professed  to  belong  toth«  Episcopal  Church, 
it  would  be,  to  relca>>e  the  bisho])  from  the  duties 
of  the  charge  of  a  particular  cong.eiration,  have 
called  upon  the  members  of  this  church  to  con- 
tribute towards  raising  a  fund,  the  interest  of 
which  should  be  appropriateil  exclusively  to  the 
support  of  the  bishop,  and  thereby  affonl  him  am- 
ple opportunities  to  travel  frequently  and  rcjjularly 
through  the  (li<H*ps8.  While  the  Convention  is 
happy  to  find  that  this  laudable  object  has  not 
been  overlooked,  and  are  pleased  tliat  a  founda- 
tion Ims  been  laid  for  raising  the  conteniplate<l 
fund,  they  cannot  let  the  pn'.'ient  Mission  pass  by 
without  again  calling  on  the  members  of  the 
church  to  aid  in  so  desirable  an  undertaking. 


It  is  therefore  Resolved, 

1.  That  the  vestry  of  each  parish  foitfawidi 
cause  a  registry  to  be  made  of  the  names  of  all 
persons  who  profess  to  belong  to  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

2.  That  each  nerson  who  professes  to  belons  to 
the  Episcopal  Cnurch  in  this  dioccss,  be  callra  on 

to  pay  the  sum  of  one  dollar  annually  for 

years. 

3.  That  the  lay  delegates  attending  the  present 
Convention  do,  with  the  clergymen  of  the  differ- 
ent parishes,  use  their  influence  with  their  re- 
spective vestries  to  have  apponiled  m  each  oanah 
one  or  more  fit  person  or  persons,  who  shall  wsit 
upon  the  different  members  of  the  church,  aisi 
solicit  of  e.'ich  person  the  aliove  sum  of  one  dollar. 

4.  That  the  money  which  shall  lie  receiTed  m 
pursuance  of  the  preceding  resolutions  shall  be 
forthwith  remitted  to  the  chairman  of  the  stand* 
ing  committee  of  this  diocess. 

5.  That  the  ministers  of  each  parisli  do  report, 

on  or  before  the  day  of  next  ,  to  Ibc 

stancUng  committee,  their  proceedings  under  thest 
resolutions. 

The  said  preamble  and  resolutions  being 
twice  read,  the  question  was  put  upon  the  fini 
resolution,  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  the  Rev.  Benja* 
min  Allen,  that  the  second  resolution  be  amend* 
ed  by  striking  out  the  words,  **  called  on  to  paj 
the  sum  of  one  dollar,**  and  inserting,  in  their 
stead,  the  words,  "  requested  to  contribute  a  sua 
not  less  than  fifty  cents.** 

The  said  amendment  being  under  discussion, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wilmer,  that  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  said  preamble  and 
resolutions  be  postponed  until  the  sc^cond  day  of 
the  next  Convention  :  and  the  question  being 
put  thereupon,  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
live. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  conformity 
with  the  tenth  article  of  the  constitution  for  the 
government  of  this  diocess,  to  the  election  of  a 
stuiidini;  committee,  by  ballot ;  whereupon  the 
Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer,  the  Rev.  Ohver  Nor- 
ris,  the  Rev.  John  Dunn,  the  Hon.  Bushrod 
Washinffton,  Edmund  J.  Lee,  and  George  Tay- 
lor, Esqrs.,  were  -luly  elected. 

The  (\mvention  also  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion, by  ballot,  of  eight  delegates  to  represent 
this  diocess  in  the  approaching  General  Conven- 
tion ;  whereupon  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wil- 
mer, the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft,  the  Rct. 
William  Meade,  the  Rev.  George  Lemon,  Will- 
iam Mayo,  Philip  Nelson,  Charles  F.  Mercer, 
and  John  Nelson,  jun.,  Esqrs.,  were  duly  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Meade, 

Resolved,  That  William  H.  Fitzhugh,  Esq., 
be  aj)pointed  a  deputy  to  the  General  Conven- 
tion, m  the  event  of  the  inability  of  Charles  F. 
Mercer,  Esq.,  to  attend  the  said  Convention. 

A  suspension  of  the  sitting  of  this  Conven- 
tion then  took  place,  for  the  purpose  of  attend- 
ing divine  service  ;  when  the  service  was  read 
by  the  Rev.  Adam  En)pie,  and  a  sermon  de- 
hvered  by  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft. 

The  session  being  resumed,  the  Rev.  Enoch 
M.  l/owe,  from  the  cormnittee  ap|)ointed  to  cs> 
amine  the  account  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Com- 
mon Praycr-Book  and  Tract  Society,  presented 


COKVENTtON  OF  II 


■  repHt  tml  icconnt  thereto  lubjoined,  which  '  the  iMt  leport,  tad  1  woald  hope  Ib^  i 

wetenMlmthe  IbllawingwaidiUHlfigurei:—   " --'""— '  ■-  'h.,h..^h 

Alciandria,  Mag  I3lh,  1830, 

The  fommiUfe  appointed  (o  onmiiie  ihe  m- 
conDM  of  the  irrnnurei  oC  the  Pmyec-l)ook  »id 
Tract  Socielf  of  Virginii  have  dischar^d  timl 
duty,  and  find  thf  s^mc  to  bo  t^orrcct. 

E.vocK  M.  Lowi,  Chairmatt. 

On  motion,  Reaolced,  That  the  aiid  report 
■nd  account  be  approved  and    putcd    by   the 

Mi,  Wilmer,  rrom  the  cammittco  on  tho 
ctilo  of  the  church,  preacated  the  following 

The  cominilUe  on  the  atnte  of  Ihe  church  beg 
leaTe  to  rccoromcnd  the  n'lopLjon  of  tiic  foilowijig 
preamble  ami  reaolulions  - — 

Wheieai  nolhinK  i*  more  unportsnt,  iindei  the 
bleaaing  of  God,  than  a  pluua  and  wclI-eJucaled 

Remlted,  That  tliii  Con»enliOn  will  anlenlly    amm],rtl| 
cherish  and  endeavour  lo  iin)inotr?  ihi»  object.  r,,ii«tp,i 

Re«jTed,  Thai  M  Ihe  Ooll.'gp  of  William  iml  doll^rn 
Hary  will  probably  aoon  employ  a  clerical  profes- 
■or  In  that  inftituiion.  whu  will  taXe  chnrEe  of 
meh  theological  tludenti  as  niavbcconiiiiittpd  lo 
hia  care;  ai  the  prufeimors  nf 'the  cullege  haie 
■lao  made  Iibeial  offers  of  uButance  lo  auch  «tii- 

theolot;ical  libratj'  belnngg  to  Ihc  coUeRR,  n  is 
Reaolved,  That  (he  favour  and  benrtii  of  thesr 
duly  npprccialpH.  anil  are  woi- 
iD  of^the  meinbcrn  of  Ihe  church. 


mntiun  of  Ihoae  arounil  u*,  the  church  ia  gaining 
ground.  The  number  of  communicmu  la  Ihiity- 
livu,  uf  which  twMity.aii  are  in  Ilie  upper  and 
nine  in  Ihe  lower  congregilion— two  mariiagee — 
tlntty-eii  baptiama,  nuieteeu  of  them  bUicka — 
three  funeiala. 

In  obedience  to  Ihe  onler  of  (be  Contention  of 
ISld  be  iiaitod  Ihe  couuty  of  Uruiuwick,  and  on 
the  5(1>  Sunday  m  August  laal  preached  at  Red 
Oak  Church,  when  a  colJeclion  wiu  nude  for  the 
benetii  of  tlie  epincopol  runil  of  twenty-one  iM- 
lam  atxl  forty  ceni*.  He  alM  viaiieil  the  county 
uf  llinwiddic,  niul  preachinl  in  tiappone  Church 
on  the  lirM  ijumlay  in  September,  whan  there 
Wiu  collected  tur  (he  stune  fund  (be  lum  oLtwenty- 
ind  eighty  ccnti.  In  (he  month  of 
clmd  m  bill  own  peiuh.  and  collected 
on  ine  luin,  nt  St.  Junea'a  Church,  the  turn  of  tbii- 
teeiidollaraandewlity-ae*encenIB,andanlhe23d, 
.11  i9[iee<r»  Cbuich,  the  miii  of  three  dollars  twelve 
aiul  a  half  cents ;  the  amall  sinunnt  of  Iheae  two 
lail  colloclinn*  ia  to  b«  accounted  for  by  the  an- 
nual  anbacriplion  uf   Ihe    pariah   to  thia  fund, 

hundred  and  thirty 

oali    county.    This 


AprdhopriK 


thy  of  the  el 

The  aaid  [eeotulione  being  twice  ici 
on  qneation*  eeterally  put  thereupon,  a 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  J,  I*r, 
Reaolved,  That  the  a.'veral  miuisiti 
church  do  coulinue  to  carry  iniu  eieci 
Sd  and  3d  reaoluiioiis,  jiaased  bv  ihe 
1  (he  year  IBIB,  on  the  >uhji.i 
,  pal  fund. 
The  Rbt.  Oliver  Nonia,  from 
la  which  the  parochial  reports  were  rel 
preacated  the  follDviiiig  condensed  report 


a  not  perceive  any  p<i>cu 


ntS'^CM^ 


of  (he  timea  :  bill  thro 
tobeagamievi.mg. 
The  paalor  of  Si.  Ji 


eni  happy  ami  agreeable.    The 
nicante  la  abuut  125  ur  130. 
Richmond  IMI.    This  cutigrc- 

Ihrougb  divine  favour  it  appears 


EpiHCopal  min 
ludonary  war, 


enable  him  to 


pect  IS,  Tlie  parrnli  includea  tho  viholo  couniv  of 
Sheiuindoah ;  the  few  Kpiacopal  familiea  residing 
ni  It  are  much  scattered,  and  the  peffiile  in  general 


.'  doclrinei  of  the  church.    Hai- 

__,.lianisl«o. 

e  chapel  in  the  county  of  Frederick.    Tho 


■e  uf  the 
iilar,  mill  their  d. 
of  llic  church  arc 


puorled  by  Ihe  congre- 

vital  piety— the  Intereat  of  nine  sham  in  the  Little 
Rir.^r  Tumiake  is  hidiibUj  cuntiilmted  lo  tho 
bisliop's  fund,  and  the  ahum  Ihrinarlvea  will  be 
given  to  Ihe  inslitution  ahiHikl  it  lie  proseculod 


_   _    _  _  the  lame  fund. 

Iluinfrim  Cbuicll,  Dellingm  parish.  Prince 
William  counly.  Cumniunii^anta  thirty-three— 
baplisins  ihirtv-wio— inarnanea  thirteen— deaths 
four.  A  collcclHin  waa  mwle  in  this  church  for 
thebonrfitof  IbeepiiKOpnl  fund,  which  omounled 
to  SIX  dollaia  aii(y-MX  and  a  ijliarter  cents. 

Aijuia  Uhurrli,  Uverwhsrton  parish,  Staflbrd 
county.  Coinininneants  twenty-lbur— hapliams 
twenty— <li>alhs  two.  A  ciilloction  was  nude  m 
thia  church  for  the  bcnelil  nf  the  episcopal  fund, 
which  amounted  to  five  dullara  and   forty-five 

St.  James'4  Church,  Lcentiurg,  Shslbume  par- 
iah.    Uaptiiuns  nine.     An  acee»i.ion  of  two  pcr- 

plsce  within  tlie  year ;  one  of  Ibem  is  a  person  of 


colour.    The  present  n 


Uivii 


has  the  saliafactioii  to  report  lo  Ibis  Cuntenlion,        Hamillon  piriMb.     Of  ihcconeregationa 

thai  It  pleaaca  God  to  conimue  bis  blpMing  with  panih,  tln»i'  ul  Wsncnion  and  Libeny.  mi 

hia  word,  though  the  increase  is  chipfly  lo  be  roiilmue  imnicruiis  and  aitrniive ;  while  I 

bond  in  the  upper  congregation  of  thr  parish.  Cool  Sjinng  is  "  *"' 
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of  tfaem  ghre  most  aatisfiKtory  eridonce  of  growth 
in  spiritoality  and  heavenly-mindedness.  It  it 
conndentlT  hoped  that  th«  cause  of  religion  in 
fenetii,  of  our  church  in  particular,  is  advancing 
in  the  reverence  and  affections  of  the  oeople. 

The  congregation  of  the  church  in  Winchester, 
the  parish  of  Frederick,  is  more  numerous,  se- 
rious, and  devout  than  fonnerly.  Communicants 
between  thirty  and  forty — catechumens  thirty — 
baptisms  eleveiy—funerals  three — marriages  two. 
A  Sunday  School  has  been  lately  instituted,  and 
promises,  und<er  divine  blessing,  to  be  productive 
of  the  most  salutary  consequences. 

St.  Mark's  parish,  Culpepper.  Communicants 
forty-seven,  two  having  died,  and  four  being  added 
since  the  tast  Convention — marriages  seven — bap- 
tisms twenty,  one  of  which  was  an  adult — fone- 
raU  twelve. 

Dettingen  and  Lends  parish.  Baptisms  twenty- 
one — communicants  thirty,  four  having  removed. 
In  this  parish  there  has  been  an  increase  of  com- 
municants,  and  a  greater  attention  to  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  gospel.  Prayer-books  increase,  and 
•ome  of  the  congregation  have  become  more  en- 
gaged for  redemption  through  the  blood  of  Christ. 

The  church  in  Fredericskburg  still  enjoys  the 

septus  presence  chu  agency  of  God  the  Holy 
.  ho( '  restoring  fallen  man  to  happiness  and  God. 
ComKiunicants  one  hundred — Imptisms  thirty - 
three — funerals  fifleen — marriages  fifteen. 

Christ  Church,  Norbome  ;  .  ish,  Berkeley  coun- 
ty—communicants fifty — baptisms  nine,  ut'  which 
two  were  adults,  and  seven  infants — marriages  four 
— funerals  two.  The  Sunday  School  established 
last  year  is  still  progressing  in  usefulness. 

Wickliffe  Church,  Frederick  county.  Commu- 
nicants six — baptisms  four — one  funeral. 

In  Norbome  parish  there  are,  communicants  one 
hundred  and  one — catechumens  forty-five — mar- 
riages six — baptisms  twenty-four — funerals  six- 
teen. 

Of  the  above  number  of  communicants,  twenty- 
four  have  been  added  since  the  last  Convention ; 
several  are  now  in  preparation  for  this  holy  ordi- 
nance. The  prospects  of  the  church  in  this  par- 
ish are  flattering  in  the  highest  degree.  The  peo- 
ple are  spiritual  and  devotional,  and  manifest  a 
growing  attachment  to  the  principles  and  the  lit- 
urgy of  their  church. 

St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover.  There  is  no 
material  alteration  in  the  state  of  the  churches 
since  the  last  report,  except  that  the  congregation 
of  the  Fork  Church  is  increased.  There  are 
hopes  that  the  good  leaven  of  divine  truth  will,  in 
the  end,  produce  the  conversion  of  sinners  to  God. 
The  Sunday  School  is  kept  up  better  on  the  part 
of  the  teachers  than  in  the  regular  attendance  of 
the  scholars.  Communicants  forty-one — baptisms 
five — marriages  four — one  death. 

South  Famham  parish,  Essex,  and  Wasliington 
parish,  Westmoreland,  have  been  without  a  regu- 
lar ministry  for  thirty  years.  The  people  in  gen- 
eral manifest  a  smccre  desire  to  receive  the  gos- 
pel, and  considerable  exertions  are  making  to  re- 
suscitate the  churches.  Baptisms  fifteen — mar- 
riages eight— funerals  four — bunday  Schools  three 
— scholars  one  hundred  and  eighty.  The  number 
of  conununicants  cannot  be  ascertained,  as  the 
ordinance  has  not  been  administered. 

The  church  in  Augusta  parish  has  been  reor- 
ganized, and  enjoys  the  orrlmances  of  the  gospel. 
The  members  of  the  church  in  this  parish  are  out 
few  in  number. 

The  parish  in  Nelson  county  is  sometimes  vis- 
ited by  the  minister  of  AugusU  parish,  who  thinks 
a  minister  mi^ht  be  supported  who  would  under- 
take the  keeping  of  a  sckooL 


At  Harrisonborg,  in  Roddngham,  there  ii  t  J 
pleasing  prospect  of  mach  good  oeing  dooe.  " 

Communicants  in  Augusta  parish  about  twelve 
—  marriages  six — baptisms  twenty-six — one  fii- 
neral. 

According  to  a  Report  prtpared  bv  the  Rev.  Jamet 
W.  Eattbuniy  and  lohich  waa  to  lunt  been  conumi- '  { 
nicated  at  the  hut  Convention^  the  folUnting  is  the  i 
state  of  the  church  in  St.  Georges  parish,  Acco-  \ 
mach  counijf.  ^ 

The  parriah  having  been  vacant  for  seversJ  years, 
no  regular  ordinances  have  been  administered  i 
until  Uie  10th  of  January,  1819.  The  churches  , 
are  now  repairing,  and  a  general  smrit  oi  reii-  , 
gious  attention  seems  to  be  excited.  The  number  - 
of  commumcants  is  uncertain,  as  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per has  not  yet  been  administered. 

The  Rev.  James  W.  Eastbum  continued  in  the 
parish  but  a  little  more  than  six  months,  during 
which  there  were  thirty-six  baptisms,  of  which 
one  was  a  white  adult,  and  twenty-three  coloured 
children— one  marriage— funerals  three. 

Before  the  departure  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eastbiiiii«  ' 
the  repairs  of  the  churches  had  considerably  pro- 
gressed.   There  are  four  SuiKiay  Schools  under  i 
the  patronage  of  the  Union  Society — four  com- 
municants have  been  added  to  the  church. 

St.  George's  parish,  Accomack.  Rev.  Benja- 
min Smith  rector,  since  November  15,  1819. 
Baptisms  seven— marriages  two— funerals  five- 
communicants  fifty -six,  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained; five  have  been  added  since  November. 
Sunday  School  scholars  four  hundreil. 

Parisu  of  St.  Andrew's.  There  has  been  an 
increase  of  conununicants ;  sixty  of  those  formerly 
registered  in  this  parish  have  been  formed  into  a 
church  in  Maryland.  The  present  number  oi 
communicants  is  one  hundred  and  fiUy — baptisms 
seventy-five — marriages  nine — burials  nine.  The 
church  in  Shepherdstown  has  been  increased  in 
capacity.  Contribution  to  episcopal  fund  fifty 
dollars. 

The  congregation  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Alex- 
andria, is  rather  increasing  in  numbers,  and,  thers 
is  reason  to  hope,  in  piety,  and  in  attachment  to 
the  principles  of  the  church.  There  is  a  Sunday 
School  belonging  to  this  church  of  one  burxlrra 
and  twenty  persons,  who  are  regularly  catechised 
and  instructed  in  the  principles  of  religion.  The 
number  of  rommunicanta  about  one  hundred  and 
ten — of  baptisms  fifty-three- of  funerals  twenty. 

The  church  in  Charlottesville  is  not  yet  organ-  ' 
ized,  but  the  present  appearance  is  extremely  flat- 
tering to  its  pastor. 

The  congregation  of  Christ  Church,  Alexan- 
dria, are  regular  and  devout  in  their  attendance  on 
public  worship.  The  number  oi  c<xnmunicants 
nas  increased  since  the  last  report,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  whole  numlier  amounts  to  upwanls 
of  one  hundred.  There  is  a  Sunday  School  at- 
tached to  this  church,  which  promises  to  prove  a 
blessing.  1'his  congregation  have  contributed 
their  usual  quota  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  tba 
episcopal  fund. 

Agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  ConTcntka 
in  the  year  1818,  the  rector  of  this  church  notilifd, 
in  October  last,  the  different  parishes  in  the  oooii- 
ties  of  Westmoreland,  Northumberland,  Lancae- 
ter,  and  Richmond,  of  his  intention  to  preach  and 
administer  the  sacraments  of  the  church  in  that 
destitute  part  of  our  Zion,and  to  nmke  collectioai 
for  the  episcopal  fund ;  but,  in  consequence  of 
sickness,  he  was  deprived  the  pleasure  €i  per- 
forming this  service.  However,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Wilmer  kindly  supplied  his  place,  and  the  som 
of  twenty  dollars  has  since  been  recciTed  from 


CONVENTION  OF  ISA 


lit 


WB.  Sanh  WMhington,  of  Weitmoralmiid  county, 
r  the  episcopal  fand. 

Olivib  Nokkis,  ChainnaiL 

Tbe  said  report  being  read,  was  approTsd. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee, 
Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to 
y  into  the  bauds  of  the  sunding  committee 

•  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  by  them 
■ted  in  some  safe  stock,  for  the  increase  of 

•  fund  for  the  support  of  the  episcopate. 
Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee  laid  before  the  Conven- 
■  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  investments 
'  the  episcopal  fund,  by  the  wardens  of  Christ 
hnch,  Alexandria. 

The  said  account  being  read,  was  approved 
^  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilmer, 
i Resolved,  That  the  deputies  to  the  General 
intion  be  instructed  to  act  in  conformity 
the  resolution  of  the  last  Convention  of 
diocess,  disapproving  of  the  amendment 
to  the  second  article  of  the  coostitu- 
of  this  church. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore  delivered  his 
■lofal  address  on  the  state  of  the  church, 
hieh  beinfl  heard, 

Rgsolvfd,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of 
b  Convention  be  presented  to  the  Rig^t  Rev. 
idiard  Channing  Moore,  D.  D.,  for  his  aflfec- 
Mwte  and  impressive  pastoral  address,  and  that 
a  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  thereof  for 
■Mliun  in  the  journal. 

Tlie  said  address  is  as  follows  : — 
''^BBTBABif, — Every  Convention,  as  it  pre- 
hli  itself  to  view,  afifords  us  the  greatest  en- 
kesement.  The  information  we  receive 
bTuie  different  sections  of  the  diocess  is  cal- 
flited  to  in^ire  our  minds  with  hope,  and  to 
hndate  us  to  renewed  and  increased  exertion, 
he  perishes  which  have  been  filled  continue  to 
^Kfer ;  and  many  parts  of  our  Zion,  which  for 
■b  have  been  buried  in  ruin,  are  calling  for 
1%  and  entreating  our  assistance. 

when  I  first  entered  upon  the  discharge  of 
^  BDDortant  duties,  I  felt  an  apprehension  that 
m  aOoits  which  were  made  by  the  friends  of 
m  cfauich  were  too  vigorous  to  continue,  and 
■I  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  years,  unless  the 
m^  maiked  success  should  crown  our  labours, 
■M  efforts  woukl  be  succeeded  by  a  state  of 
taMir  and  despair.  The  undertaking  in  which 
i^iad  engagea  formed  an  object  of  such  mag- 
lade  as  to  excite  my  fears  ;  the  difficulties 
kh  which  we  had  to  struggle  were  sufficient 

•  wppail  the  stoutest  heart,  and  to  excite  trem- 
hjge  in  the  firmest  mind.  To  have  behold 
Br  dilapidated  churches  without  alarm,  was 
yeeeime ;  to  have  reflected  upon  the  scattered 
icfce  which  once  filled  their  courts,  without 

^  under  an  apprehension  that  they  might 

again  be  collected,  would  have  evinced  a 

aiTC>gant  and  presumptuous.     Sensible 

tba  prejudices  which   exwted  against   the 

and  frequently  wounded  by  the  obser^'a- 

were  made  in  my  presence,  my 

alive  to  the  embarrassments  which 

us,  and  I  trembled  for  the  Ark  oi 

Hue  sight  of  our  affliction  has,  however, 


been  succeeded  by  a  glorious  day ;  the  ptayers 
of  the  pious  have  ascended  to  Heaven,  and  pro- 
cured Mr  us  the  blessing  of  God,  aiid  the  Al- 
mighty hath  lilted  upon  us  the  light  of  his 
countenance. 

The  success  which  has  attended  the  labours 
of  the  clersy,  and  the  warm  and  animated  in- 
terest which  the  laity  have  taken  in  the  restora- 
tion of  the  church,  prove  to  a  demonatration 
that  the  work  is  God*s,  and  that  the  set  time 
for  the  Lord  to  have  mercy  upon  Zion  has 
come.  Yes,  brethren,  the  machine  has  been 
set  in  motion  by  an  omnipotent  arm ;  it  is  di- 
vine grace  which  in  the  brst  instance  directed 
our  attention  to  the  hallowed  object,  and  it  is 
divine  grace  which  hath  influenced  us  te  per^ 
severe  in  the  important  work.  Had  we  net 
been  actuated  by  principles  such  aa  Heaven 
could  indulgently  approve,  and  had  we  not  been 
sustained  by  His  grace,  we  must  have  fainted 
by  the  way.  It  is  to  Jehovah  that  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  success  with  which  we  have  been 
favoured.  <<  Not  unto  us,  O !  Lord,  not  unte 
us,  but  unto  thy  name,  be  the  praise,  foi  thy 
honour  and  for  thy  truth's  sake." 

The  same  means  which  have  been  so  sig- 
nally blessed  will,  if  persevered  in,  produce 
still  greater  eflecU.  While  the  ministers  of  the 
altar  continue  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  to  live 
agreeably  to  its  precepts,  they  may  rest  satisfied 
that  the  Almighty  will  own  their  labours.  **  Lo, 
I  am  with  you  always,"  is  the  Redeemer's 
promise  to  the  fsithful  heralds  of  the  cross. 
Let  us,  my  reverend  brethren,  be  determined  to 
**  take  heed  to  ourselves  and  to  our  doctrine ;" 
to  **  make  full  proof  of  our  ministry ;"  to  pro- 
claim the  Lord  Jesus  aa  "the  way,  and  the 
truth,  and  the  life;"  to  adorn  the  gospel  of 
God  our  Saviour  in  all  things  ;  to  **  follow 
peace  with  sU  men,  and  holiness,  without  which 
no  man  shall  see  the  Ix>rd." 

Gentlemen  of  the  laity, — Great  is  the  happi- 
ness which  arises  in  my  mind,  from  that  umon 
of  afiection  which  has  always  subsisted  between 
the  clergy  and  yourselves.  To  see  so  many  in- 
dividuals returning,  year  after  year,  to  assist  in 
the  councils  of  the  church,  is  a  proof  that  we 
live  in  love  and  in  peace,  and  that  the  God  of 
love  and  peace  is  with  us.  I  owe  you  a  debt 
of  gratitude  for  your  indulgent  reception  of  my 
labours  which  I  shall  never  be  able  to  repay. 
Fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  my  public  duties ; 
a  wish  to  promote,  by  every  honourable  and 
legitimate  etfort,  the  interest  of  the  church  you 
have  so  much  at  heart ;  and  mv  constant  prayer 
to  God  for  the  happiness  of  the  flock  ovur 
which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  made  me  overseer, 
form  the  only  return  which  it  is  in  my  power  to 
render  you  for  your  kindness. 

Since  the  last  Convention  I  have  visited  the 
city  of  Williamsburg,  preached  and  administered 
the  sacrament  of  the  I>nrd*s  Supper  in  the 
church,  and  lectured  in  the  houses  of  two  of  the 
most  respectable  families  in  the  place.  I  have 
also  preached  in  St.  Peter's  Church,  New  Kent, 
upon  two  different  occasions^ once  in  July,  and 
again  in  the  last  month.  In  August  I  visited 
Petersburg,  and  preached  to  an  overflowing  and 
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deeply  penetrated  congregation.  I  also  visited 
Hanover  the  last  summer,  preached  in  all  the 
churches  in  that  parish,  and  administered  the 
Lord's  Supper  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Francis  Nel- 
son. My  visit  to  that  county  was  repeated  in 
December  last,  at  which  time  I  administered 
the  Ix)rd's  Supper  in  the  Fork  Church,  and  ad- 
mitted the  Rev.  Mr.  Wydown  to  the  holy  order 
of  the  priesthood.  I  have  visited  and  preached 
in  the  county  of  Amelia,  in  which  section  of  the 
diucess  there  are  a  con^siderable  number  of  the 
most  respectable  families  sincerely  attached  to 
the  church,  and  who  are  disposed  to  make  the 
most  vigorous  cll'orts  in  favour  of  her  interests. 
I  have  also  been  in  Chestertleld,  and  preached 
in  the  church  at  Falling  (^reek.  Goochland 
has  been  attended  to,  and  in  tlie  courthouse  I 
ofiiciated  to  a  large  and  attentive  congregation. 
In  October  last  I  preached  to  a  crowded  audi- 
tory at  Orange  courthouse,  and  administered 
the  Lord's  Supper  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Madison, 
the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  to  his 
venerable  and  pious  mother.  I  visited  Albe- 
marle also,  preached  in  Walker's  church,  and  at 
the  courthouse  in  Charlottesville,  to  large  and 
respectable  assemblies.  In  November  I  visited 
Norfolk,  preached  several  times  in  the  church, 
and  admmistered  the  I^ord's  Supper.  I  also 
lectured  at  the  houses  of  the  venerable  Mr. 
Reed  and  of  Mr.  John  Southgatc.  I  then 
crossed  the  bay,  and  visited  the  counties  of 
Northampton  and  Accomack.  In  Northampton 
I  preached  in  the  courthouse,  the  lower  and 
upper  chapels,  and  lectured  at  the  house  of  Dr. 
Parker.  In  Accomack  I  preached  and  admin- 
istered the  I/ord's  Supper  in  the  parish  church, 
lectured  in  Drummondtown,  and  also  in  Acco- 
mack. Tiie  last  month  I  repeated  my  visit  to 
Norfolk,  preached  twice,  and  administered  the 
Lord's  Supper  in  the  church.  I  have  admitted 
to  the  order  of  deacons,  since  the  last  Conven- 
tion, the  Rev.  Mr.  Aisquith,  Rev.  Mr.  Reynolds, 


Rev.  Mr.  Norman  Nash ;  and  to  the  piiefthood 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Wydown. 

As  your  regard  for  the  interesta  of  the  ^ 
church  must  render  you  alive  to  her  prosperity 
in  every  section  of  the  country,  I  conaider  it 
not  irrelevant  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  at- 
tended the  Convention  in  North  Carolina,  and 
that  the  church  in  that  diocess  holds  up  to 
your  view  the  most  encouraging  prospects.  In 
Edenton,  at  which  place  the  Convention  con- 
vened,  our  sittings  were  attended  by  great  num- 
bers of  people,  some  of  whom  had  come  from  a 
distance  of  near  fifly  miles  to  witness  our  pro- 
ceedini^s  and  attend  upon  our  ministry.  In  ihit 
place  1  ordained  two  deacons,  and  admitted  ODe 
gentleman  to  the  priesthood.  In  that  diocess, 
so  late  as  the  year  1817,  there  was  not  a  sinffie 
clergyman :  they  are  now  blessed  with  the  la- 
bours of  seven  faithful  men,  and  in  the  counc 
of  another  year  several  candidates,  who  are 
now  preparing  for  holy  orders,  will  be  admitted 
to  the  ministry  of  the  word.  I 

Wishing  you    an  agreeable  interview  with   { 
your  families,  I  bid  you  an  affectionate  adieu. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Allen, 

Rtrsolvrd,  That  750  copies  of  the  Journal  of 
this  Convention  be  printed,  and  distributed 
among  the  parishes  by  the  secretary,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  bishop. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilmer, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conven- 
tion  be  presented  to  the  secretary  for  his  ser- 
vices, and  that  the  expenses  incurred  by  him 
in  travelling  and  attendance  be  defmyed  by  the 
church. 

The  Convention,  having  finished  the  business 
before  it,  adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  Norfolk, 
on  the  third  Tuesday  in  May  next. 

Richard  Channino  Moore, 
Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  Virginia. 

Attest,        William  Munfokd,  Secretary. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  a  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia j  vhich 

assembled  at  Norfolk,  on  Thursday,  the  17 th  of  May ,  1821. 


At  a  meeting  of  a  Convention  of  clerical  and 
lay  deputies  from  parishes  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocess  of  Virginia, 
assembled  at  Norfolk,  on  Thursday,  the  17th 
dav  of  Mav.  1821, 

The  Right  Rev.  Richard' C.  Moore,  D.  D., 
bishop  of  the  diocess  (after  divine  service  by  the 
Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscrofi),  delivered  a  sermon 
appropriate  to  the  occasion,  and  then  took  the 
chair  aa  president  of  the  (invention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Philip  Nelson  and  Mr. 
Robert  Randolph  be  appointed  a  committee 
to  examine  the  certificates  of  appointment  of 
the  lay  deputies,  and  rei)ort  thereupon  immedi- 
ately. 

The  said  committee  accordingly  examined,  at 
the  secretary's  table,  such  certificates  as  were 
produced,  and  reported  to  the  Convention  that 
the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  appointed  in 
conformity  with  the  canons  for  the  government 


of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  whereupon 
they  appeared  and  took  their  seats,  viz.  : — 

£.  J.  Lee,  for  Christ  Church,  in  Fairfax  parish, 
Alexandria  ;  WMliani  Sharp,  for  Christ  Church, 
Norfolk  ;  William  S.  Stone,  for  Fredericksburg ; 
Richard  Taylor,  for  Truro  parish,  Fairfax  coun- 
ty ;  Philip  Nelson  and  Francis  G.  Taylor,  for 
Frederick  parish  ;  John  Hoof,  for  St.  PauPs 
Church,  Alexandria ;  Albert  Allmand,  for  Hen- 
rico Church ;  James  W'.  Parker,  for  St.  George's 
parish,  Accomack ;  Francis  Nelson,  for  St. 
.Martin's  parish,  Hanover  ;  John  Nelson,  for  St. 
James's  parish,  Mecklenburg  ;  Jacob  Parker,  for 
Hungar*s  parish,  Northampton ;  Edward  Val- 
entine, for  Augusta  parish,  Suunton  ;  Robert 
P.  Waring,  for  St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex  ;  Moses 
B.  Chase  and  Arthur  Emerson,  for  Portsmouth 
parish,  Norfolk  county  ;  W^amer  Lewis,  for 
Southampton  parish,  Essex  ;  Abraham  She|»* 
herd,  for  St.  Andrew's  parish,  JeffenoD  ;  Johs 
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Onmner,  for  Bristol  ptridb,  Fetonbini^ ;  Robert 
Randolpfa,  for  Hmmilton  parish,  Fsoqaier ;  Will- 
iam Mayo,  for  the  Monumental  Church  in  the 
ciUof  ntchmond. 

The  following  clerical  deputies  also  appeared 
•nd  took  their  seats,  viz. : — 

The  Rot.  Oliver  Norris,  for  Christ  Church, 
in  Fairfax  parish,  Alexandria  ;  the  Rev.  Enoch 
M.  Lowe,  for  Christ  Church,  Norfolk ;  the  Rev. 
Edward  C.  M'Ouire,  for  Fredericksburg ;  the 
Ker.  William  Meade,  for  Frederick  parish; 
the  Rev.  WiUiam  H.  Wilmer,  for  St.  PauPs 
Church,  Alexandria ;  the  Rev.  WiUiam  H.  Hart, 
for  Henrico  Church;  the  Rev.  Benjamin  B. 
Smith,  for  St.  George's  parish,  Accomack 
county ;  the  Rev.  Sunuel  Wydown,  for  St. 
Martin's  parish,  Hanover ;  the  Rev.  John  S. 
Ravenscrofl,  for  St.  James's  parish,  Mecklen- 
bor|^;  the  Rev.  Simon  Wilmer,  for  Hungar's 
pansh,  Northampton ;  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Allen, 
for  St.  Andrew  s  parish,  Jefferson ;  the  Rev. 
Andrew  Syme,  for  Bristol  parish,  Petersburg ; 
the  Rev.  £dward  R.  iJnpit,  for  Norbome  parish, 
Berkeley ;  the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  for  Bruton 
parish,  Williamsburg. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowe,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Syme, 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  George  Hslson,  of 
Norfolk  county,  be  admitted  to  an  nonorary  seat 
in  this  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee,  the  rules 
of  order  adopted  by  the  last  Convention  were 
read  by  the  secretary,  and  adopted  for  the  ^v- 
emment  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention, 
vix. : — 

I.  The  business  of  every  day  shall  be  intro- 
duced with  the  morning  service  of  the  church. 

3.  When  the  presioent  takes  the  chair,  no 
member  shall  continue  standing,  or  shall  after- 
ward stand  up,  unless  to  address  the  chair. 

3.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the 
•errice  of  the  house  unless  he  have  leave,  or 
be  unable  to  attend. 

4.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in 
debate,  or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  he 
•hall,  with  due  respect,  address  himself  to  the 
pesident,  confining  himself  strictly  to  the  point 
m  debate. 

6.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice 
in  the  same  debate,  without  leave  of  the  house. 

6.  A  question  being  once  determined,  shall 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house,  and  shall 
not  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the  same 
session,  unless  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds 
of  the  house. 

7.  While  the  president  is  putting  any  ques- 
tion, the  members  shall  continue  in  their  seats, 
and  shall  not  hold  any  private  discourse. 

8.  Every  member  wdo  shall  be  in  the  house 
wlien  any  question  is  put,  shall,  on  a  division, 
be  counted,  unless  he  be  personally  interested 
ib  the  decision. 

9.  No  motion  shall  bo  considered  as  before 
^  house  unless  it  be  seconded^  and,  when  re- 
quired, reduced  to  writing. 

10.  When  any  question  is  before  the  house,  it 
shall  be  determined  on  before  sny  new  thing  is 

I,  except  tho  question  of  adjournment. 


II.  Tho  qnssfcioD  on  a  moUon  of  adjoaiii-> 
ment  ahall  be  taken  before  any  other,  and  with* 
out  debate. 

IS.  When  the  house  is  about  to  rise,  every 
member  shall  keep  his  seat  until  the  president 
shall  leave  his  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  relating  to 
the  fund  for  the  episcopate,  which  were  by  the 
last  Convention  postponed  for  farther  considera- 
tion, be  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  report 
thereupon. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Jjoe, 
Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  Mr.  Robert  Randolph,  Mr. 
Abraham  Shepherd,  and  Mr.  William  Mayo. 

Ordered,  liiat  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  treasurer's  accounts,  consisting  of 
Mr.  John  Nelson,  Mr.  Phitip  Nelson,  Mr.  John 
Grammer,  and  Mr.  John  Hoof. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  to  examine  tho 
state  of  the  church  in  this  diocess  be  appointed, 
of  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wikner,  John  S.  Ra-> 
venscroft,  Oliver  Norris,  and  William  Meade^ 
Mr.  William  Sharp,  Mr.  William  Stone,  Mr. 
Francis  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Francis  G.  Taylor. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  to  examine  the 
accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Common  Prayer- 
Book  and  Tract  Society  be  appointed,  of  the 
Rev.  Edward  C.  M*Guire,  Benjamin  Allen,  and 
Mr.  Jacob  Parker. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  to  examine  the 
accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Widows'  Fund 
be  appointed,  of  the  Rev.  Simon  Wilmer,  John 
S.  Ravenscroft,  and  Mr.  Richard  Taylor. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  to  examine  tho 
parochial  reports  be  appointed,  of  the  Rev. 
Enoch  M.  Lowe,  Andrew  Syme,  Reuel  Keith, 
William  H.  Hart,  Benjamin  B.  Smith,  and  Ed' 
ward  R.  Lippit. 

Mr.  Lee  laid  before  the  Convention  a  resola« 
tion  of  the  vestry  of  Christ  Church,  Fairfax 
parish,  Alexandria,  on  the  subject  of  the  fund 
tor  support  of  the  episcopate  ;  which  resolution 
being  read,  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
select  committee  this  day  appointed. 

Mr.  Lowe  announced,  that  the  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  and  Baptist  congre^tions,  in 
the  borough  of  Norfolk,  had  voluntarily,  and  in 
a  very  friendly  and  affectionate  manner,  offered 
their  churches  in  the  said  borough  to  this  Con- 
vention, for  the  purpose  of  performing  divine 
service  therein  dunng  the  session  uereof; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of 
the  Convention  be  presented  to  their  said  Chris- 
tian brethren  for  the  kindness  thus  manifested, 
and  that  their  said  offer  be  gratefully  accepted. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow morning,  9  o^clock. 

Friday,  Mat  18th,  1831. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjomn- 
ment,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
William  H.  Wihner. 

The  following  gentlemen  produced  certificates 
of  appointment  as  lay  deputies,  which,  being 
read  oy  the  secretary,  were  approved,  in  con- 
formity with  the  canons  ;  whereupon  they  took 
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their  teatB  is  memben  of  the  ConTention; 

viz.  !" 

Thomas  Smith,  for  Ware  parish,  Okracester 
covnty  ;  Christopher  Tompkins,  for  Kingston 
parish,  Matthews  ;  Burwell  Bassett,  for  Bmton 
parish,  WiUiamsbuff; ;  and  James  Chowning,  for 
Christ  Church,  Middlenex ;  the  Rer.  John  H. 
Wiogfield,  a  clerical  deputy  from  Antrim  parish, 
Haliiaz  county,  also  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  the  Kev.  Simon  Wilmer,  sec- 
onded by  the  Rev.  Enoch  M.  IjOwo, 

ResoWed,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  Convention  be  presented  to  the  bishop  for 
Us  impressive  and  appropriate  discourse,  de- 
livered before  this  boay  at  the  opening  of  the 
Convention. 

Mr.  John  Nelson,  from  the  committee  for 
fTmmining  tho  tressuror^s  accounts,  presented 
a  report  and  statement,  which  were  read,  in  the 
following  words  and  figures,  viz. : — 

Norfolk,  May  18,  1821. 
We,  the  undersigned  committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  treasurer's  account,  rraort,  That 
we  have  discharged  that  dutv,  and  nnd  the  ac- 
counts fair  and  conect ;  and  that  the  balance 
in  the  treasurer's  hands,  at  the  meetinff  of  the 
present  Convention,  is  S161  24 ;  all  which  will 
appear  by  the  accompanying  account  and  docu- 
ments, which  are  respectfully  submitted,  by 
John  Nelson,  jun.,    John  Hoof, 
Philip  Nelson,  J.  Gsammbk. 

Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  the  fund  for  the  support 
of  the  episcopate,  presented  a  report,  which  was 
read,  as  follows  : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  res- 
olutions upon  the  subject  of  the  permanent  fund 
for  the  support  of  the  episcopate,  have,  according 
to  <»der,  had  the  tpme  under  considefation,  and 
have  agreed  upot  Qm  following  resolutions,  which 
they  beg  leave  to  report. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  vestry  of  each  congrega- 
tion in  the  respective  parishes  of  this  diocess,  do 
take  immediate  steps  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
adult  persons  in  their  parishes  who  profess  to  be- 
long to  the  Episcopal  Church. 

2.  That  the  vestries  cause  each  adult  person, 
professing  themselves  to  belong  to  the  tikurch,  to 
be  called  on,  and  requested  each  to  pay  the  sum 
of dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  said  fund. 

3.  That  the  money  which  shall  be  received  by 
the  vestries  in  pursuance  of  the  preceding  resolu- 
tions be  forthwith  remitted  to  the  president  of  the 
standing  committee  of  the  church,  for  that  com- 
mittee-ta  invest  it  as  heretofore  directed. 

4.  That  en  or  before  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  and  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  reports  be 
made  to  the  standing  committee,  of  the  proceed- 
ings under  these  resolutions. 

5.  That  an  appropriate  address  from  the  Con- 
vention on  this  subject  be  adopted  and  circulated, 
with  the  preceding  resolutions,  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church. 

6.  Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  res- 
olutions and  of  the  address  be  printed ;  and  that 

copies  be  transmitted,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable, to  each  of  the  clergymen  of  the  churcn,  and 
to  each  of  the  lay  delegates  attending  this  Con- 
vention, all  of  whom  are  earnestly  solicit^  to  use 
their  utmost  exertions  to  effect  the  object  of  the 
''  resolutions. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  reaolaUoiis  and  ad^ 
dress  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  suspension  of  the  sitting  of  the  ConruitiM 
then  took  place,  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
divine  service  ;  whereupon  the  service  waaiead 
by  the  Rev.  OUver  Norm,  and  a  sennoii  de- 
Uvered  by  the  Rev.  William  Meade. 

The  session  being  resumed,  the  reeokitigBs 
on  the  subject  of  the  fund  for  the  eopport  of  the 
emscopate,  were,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  Wm. 
H.  Wihner,  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whda 
house  :  whereupon  the  Convention  resolved  it- 
self into  a  committee  accordingly,  for  the  mn- 
pose  of  considering  the  said  resolutions.  If  r. 
Bassett  in  ihe  chair  ;  and,  after  some  time,  the 
bishop  having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Bissett 
reported,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  hoose 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  consideraliao 
the  resolutions  to  them  referred,  and  agreed  to 
the  five  first  resolutions,  but  disagreed  to  the 
last. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  consideiatioii 
thereof  by  the  house  be  postponed  until  to> 
morrow. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow morning,  9  o'clock. 

Satukdat,  Mat  19,  1881. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjoom- 
ment,  and  was  opened  with  prayer. 

The  Rev.  John  Reynolds,  a  clerical  deputy 
from  the  parish  of  St.  Anne*s,  in  the  coim^  oi 
Essex,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Con- 
vention. 

The  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  Widows*  Fund,  presented  a  re- 
port, which  was  read,  as  follows  :— 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  stale 
of  the  Widows'  Fund  bev  leave  to  obeerve,  that, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  the  papers  and  accoonts, 
they  can  present  no  statement  <n  the  actual  anoonl 
of  the  fund,  or  of  the  manner  in  which  its  pioceeds 
are  now  applied.  They  believe,  however,  that  it 
remains,  as  to  the  pnncipal,  as  leported  bv  the 
committee  who  last  exsmmed  the  treasurer's  ac- 
counts. And  it  being  satisfactorily  ascertained 
that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Buchanan,  by  reason  of  age  and 
infirmity,  is  desirous  to  resien  the  office  of  treaa* 
urer,  and  surrender  the  funcu  in  his  hands. 

Your  committee  therefore  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend, that  the  amount  constituting  the  WidomT 
Fund  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  treasurer  to  bs 
appointea  by  this  Convention. 

That  the  direction  and  management  of  the  fond 
be  transferred  to  the  standmg  committee  of  this 
diocess,  accoidinj^  to  whose  direction  only  shsll 
its  affairs  be  admrnistered,  and  by  whose  oraer  on 
the  treasurer  all  payments  be  made. 

That  the  Right  Reverend  the  Bisiiop  of  ths 
diocess  be  appomted  to  receive  from  the  uiasenl 
treasurer  the  specialti^  books,  and  cash  behm^ 
ing  to  the  funa,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  ths 
treasurer  now  to  ire  appointed. 

That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  this  fiud 
to  present  snmially  to  the  standiri^  committee  a 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  fund,  and  of  the 
maimer  in  which  its  proceeds  have  been  applied, 
with  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  relief  has 
been  afforded ;  which  statement  shall  form  a  pail 
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rati  report  of  the  prooeedings  of  that 
u 

d.  That  John  Hoof,  of  Alexandria,  be 
treasurer  of  the  fund  for  the  relief  of 
lie  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased 
in  this  diocess. 

d,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  said  trees- 
1  upon  delinquent  subscribers  by  letter 
ount  that  may  be  in  arrear. 
d.  That  it  be  his  duty  to  send  bj  the 
sommittee,  to  each  ConTention  of  this 
le  subscription  books  oi  the  fund,  for 
le  of  obtaining  new  subscriptions  to  the 

d,  further,  That,  at  the  meeting  of  erery 
n  of  this  diocess,  a  sermon  be  Dreached 
Bction  made  for  the  benefit  of  tnis  fund, 
le  Right  Rev.  the  Bishop  do  appoint  the 

who  shall  officiate  on  that  occasion. 

d  report  and  resolutions,  beins  twice 

e,  upon  the  questions  severuly  put 
,  approved  by  the  Convention. 

IT.  Enoch  M .  Lowe,  from  the  commit- 
HO  the  parochial  reporta  were  refer- 
nted  a  report,  which  was  read,  as  fol- 

Norfolk,  May  19, 1821. 
miittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  pa- 
ports,  respectfiiUy  submit  the  foUowmg 

view  of  the  same. 

Monumental  Church,  Richmond— the 
on  are  steady  in  their  attendance  upon 
ndiip.  At  the  administration  of  the 
pper  the  greatest  solemnity  is  preser- 
Mie  additional  members  generally  ad- 
f  are  allectionate  to  their  pastor,  and  the 
ve  and  harmony  prevail. 
Irish  of  St.  Aridrew*s~  there  are  com- 

150,  baptisms  45,  funerals  27.  This 
hin  the  last  two  years,  has  contributed 
copal  fund  more  than  sufficient  to  re- 
ledge  of  850  per  annum.  The  general 
)  church  is  improving,  though  nothing 
necial  note  exists. 

idsh  of  Bristol,  Petersburg— there  are 
mfcs  40,  marriages  10,  funerals  16,  hap- 
The  minister  of  this  parish  states,  that 
BIS  past  considerable  amendment  has 
e  in  regard  to  attendance  on  public  wor- 
le  solemn  duties  of  religion, 
i  parish,  Northampton  county.  This 
many  years  has  been  in  a  gloomy  and 
ig  state ;  but  the  present  minister  re- 
ourable  and  signal  change  in  its  spirit- 
ka.  A  large  church  has  oeen  repaired, 
.y  Schools  have  been  instituted.  There 
ns  41,  communicanta  28,  funerals  6, 

unes*8  parish,  Mecklenburg— there  are 
ants  35,  marriages  2,  baptisms  39,  buri- 
B  minister  is  sorry  that  ne  cannot  report 
rical  addition  to  the  communicants  in 
ngregations  he  has  in  charge.  He  is 
»wever,  that  an  increase  of  spiritual  life 
th  la  manifested  by  thoee  formerly  enu- 
There  has  been  collected  for  the  bish- 
{9187}. 

urch  in  Fredericksburg — there  are  com- 
100,  baptisms  13,  deaths  6,  marriages 
thing  has  been  done  for  the  episcopal 
t  is  booed  more  will  be  done  hereafter, 
ick  parish,  Winchester— there  arecom- 
35,  baptisms  10,  marriages  4,  funerals 
Sunday  SchooL 

hapel  congregation— communicants  56, 
,  baptisms  10.    The  service  well  per- 

K3 


formed,  nd  the  attendance  of  the  membera  reg- 
ular. 

In  St.  George's  parish,  Accomack  county-— 
there  are  baptisms  24.  marriagee  2,  fhnenls  16, 
communicants  55,  ana  400  Sunday  School  schol- 
ars. 

In  Norbome  pariah,  Berkeley  county— there  are 
baptiams  46,  burials  8,  marriages  3,  communicants 

Christ  Chureh,  Norbome  parish,  Beilteley  county 
— communicants  50,  baptisms  2,  marriages  2.  Tlie 
spiritual  state  of  this  church  has  not  undergone  a 
material  change  since  the  last  report.  The  peo- 
ple are  serious  and  attentive  to  the  word  of  God, 
and  are  regular  in  their  attendance  onpubUc  wor- 
ahip. 

In  Hamilton  paiish— there  are  communicanta 
46,  baptiams  10,  marriages  9. 

In  tnis  parish  no  remiark&ble  change  haa  taken 
place  since  the  last  report 

In  Augusta  parish,  Staunton — there  are  com- 
municanta 25,  catechumens  15,  marriages  12,  bap- 
tisms 33,  funerals  7. 

In  Christ  Church,  Norfolk— there  are  comnra- 
nicants  160,  catechumens  75,  baptisms  87,  mar- 
riages 2,  fonerals  14.  Theprospects  of  this  churdi 
the  minister  statea  to  be  natterin|^.  It  enjoya  in 
a  meet  signal  manner  the  convertmg  and  sancti- 
fying influences  of  the  Holv  Ghoet ;  God  in  his 
boundless  mercy  is  dailv  aoding  to  the  church 
such  as,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  eternally  saved. 

The  old  congregation  of  Portsmouth  parish 
has  been  revived,  snd  promises  to  become  a  flour- 
ishing branch  of  our  Zion. 

In  Bruton  pariah,  Williamsburg— there  are  com- 
municants 25,  baptisms  4,  funerals  2, 1  marriage. 

In  the  pariahee  of  Washington,  WestmorelsDd 
county,  St  Anne  and  South  Famham,  Easex  coun- 
ty, and  some  other  parishes— there  are  baptisms 
91,  marriages  10,  funerals  14,  communicanta  118, 
Sundav  Schoola  9,  and  scholan  400. 

In  Christ  Church,  Fairfax  pariah,  Alexandria- 
there  are  communicanta  130,  Mptisms  50,  SundsT 
acholan  100.  Thou^  the  minister  of  this  church 
haa  cause  of  sorrow  m  the  death  of  several  of  the 
pious  and  exemplary  membera  of  his  charge,  yet 
nis  congregatioD  continuee  to  flouriah,  and  to  af- 
ford increasing  evidence  oi  a  growth  in  grace. 
Since  the  last  Convention,  about  30  new  memben 
have  been  added  to  hia  communion. 

In  St  Panl*a  Church,  Alexandria— there  m 
baptisms  48,  marriagea  15,  funerals  28,  communi- 
cants 15, 2  decessed,  3  removed. 

In  the  church  on  Richmond  Hill,  there  are  com- 
municanta 40.  The  minister  statee  that  the  aitoap 
tion  of  this  church  is  much  improved  since  the  last 
Convention. 

EifocB  M.  liowt,  Chairman. 

The  said  report  waa,  on  the  question  pot . 
thereupon,  apraoTed  by  the  house. 

The  Roy.  William  H.  Wihner,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  church,  presented  a 
report,  which  waa  read,  and,  on  motion,  order- 
ed to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lee,  the  reeolutions  coa- 
ceming  the  fund  for  the  support  of  the  episco- 
pate were  taken  up  and  conaidered,  whereupon 
the  fint  resolution  waa,  on  the  queation  pot, 
disamed  to  bj  the  ConTention  ;  the  second  and 
fouru  resolataons  were  amended,  and  agreed  to 
aa  amended ;  the  third  and  fifth  were  agreed  to 
without  amendment ;  and  the  ConTontum  con- 
curred with  the  committee  of  the  whole  hooM 
in  disagreeing  to  the  stzth  rafolatioii. 
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The  said  retolutioni,  as  amended  and  appro- 
Ted,  are  the  following  :— 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  res- 
olutions upon  the  subject  of  the  permanent  fund 
for  the  support  of  the  epi8c-opate,  nave,  according 
to  order,  had  the  name  under  consideration,  and 
have  agreed  ui>on  the  following  resolutions,  which 
they  l)eg  leave  to  report  : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  vestries  or  trustees  of 
each  congregation  in  the  resjiective  parishes  of 
this  diocess,  do  cause  each  adult  person  profes- 
sing themselves  to  belong  to  or  to  be  friendly  to 
the  church,  to  be  cslled  on,  and  requested,  each, 
to  pay  the  sum  of  not  less  than  one  dollar,  to  be 
applied  to  the  said  fund. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  money  which  shall  be  re- 
ceived by  the  vestries  or  trustees  in  pursuance  of 
the  preceding  resolution,  be  forthwith  remitted  to 
the  president  of  the  standing  committee  of  the 
church,  for  that  committee  to  invest  it  as  hereto- 
fore directed. 

3.  Rc8olvc<l,  That  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  and  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  re- 
ports be  made  to  the  standing  conunittee  of  the 
proceedings  under  these  resolutions. 

4.  Resolved,  That  an  appropriate  address  from 
the  Convention  on  this  subject  be  adopted  and  cir- 
culated, with  the  preceding  resolutions,  among  the 
members  of  the  ctiurch. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ravenscroft,  the  following 
additional  resolution,  being  twice  read,  was,  on 
the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Con- 
vention, viz.  :— 

5.  Resolved,  That,  in  those  parts  of  the  dio- 
cess where  there  are  no  vestries  or  trustees,  the 
friends  of  the  church  be  requested  to  give  their  aid 
in  eflfecting  the  object  of  these  resolutions. 

The  proposed  address  of  this  Convention  to 
the  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  this  diocess  bring  again  read,  was 
approved  unanimously,  as  follows  : — 

To  the  Members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  m  the  Di- 
ocess of  Virginia. 

DvAB  Friinds  ANn  Drithrin  ;— 
It  has  been  the  anxious  wish  of  preceding 
Conventions  to  relievo  the  bishop  of  this  diocess 
from  all  parochial  charge,  bo  as  to  enable  him  to 
visit  frequently  and  in  rctrular  course  each  con- 
gregation in  trie  state.  This  measure  has  been 
suggested  as  the  mf>8t  effectual  that  could  lie  de- 
rised  for  promoting  the  prosperity  of  religion 
among  the  members  of  our  communion.  To  this 
end  a  fund  has  been  created,  under  the  sanction  of 
the  Convention,  having  for  its  object  the  accumu- 
lation of  an  amount,  the  annual  interest  of  which 
may  be  suflicient  for  the  support  of  the  episco- 
pate. Scnne  efforts  have  been  made  to  carry  this 
plan  into  effect ;  but  the  attempt  thus  fax  has  not 
answered  the  expectations  of  its  friends,  and  the 
mode  heretofore  adopted  for  effecting  it  promises 
at  best  only  a  distant  prospect  of  succens. 

The  present  Convention,  deeply  sensible  of  the 
magnitude  and  importance  of  the  object,  beg  leave 
again  to  call  your  attention  to  this  interesting  sub- 
ject. When  the  members  of  our  church  seriously 
reflect  upon  the  reality  of  leligion,  that  it  is  em- 
phatically the  one  thing  needful,  they  will  not,  it 
18  hoped,  hesitate  in  giving  their  cheerful  aid  to  all 
reasonable  means  which  may  tend  to  the  promo- 
tion of  this  greatest  of  blessings.  That  this  sub- 
ject has  not  been  heretofore  duly  appreciated  by 
the  Episcopalians  in  geaeral,  is  much  to  be  fearea. 
It  is  in  vam  to  profess  our  attachment  to  the 
Chriatian  religion,  and  our  wish  to  see  it  flourish 
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among  ns;  words  af«  not  nificieBt; 
cheap,  and  will  not  alone  prodoee  m  lastiDg  bsns- 
flt  to  any  cause.  It  is  only  by  actioBSflowiif 
from  a  Christian  principle,  that  the  amconty  of  on 
profeasions  can  be  tested.  The  CooventMii,  ia 
the  name  and  for  the  sake  of  that  holy  reiigiaB 
which  they  most  ardently  desire  to  see  eztmlsd 
from  heart  to  heart,  from  house  to  boose,  sod 
made  the  governing  rale  of  all  our  condnct,  do  now 
solicit  the  members  of  their  coounanion  to  cob* 
tribute  a  small  portion  of  those  worldly  goods 
which  it  has  pleased  our  Divine  Father  to  bestow 
on  them,  towards  carrying  into  full  and  immedials 
effect  the  plan  which  nas  been  adopted  forpbciaf 
the  head  <k  the  church  in  this  diocess  in  a  sitoa- 
tion  to  be  extensively  useful  in  this  holy  cansa 
They  cherish  the  hope  that  this  appeal  to  the  pi* 
oty  and  zeal  of  onr  members  will  not  be  in  sain. 

If  the  proposed  plan  is  carried  intoezeciitioii,ss 
it  can  be  where  there  are  willing  minda,  **  oar  vsd- 
erable  bishop  will  be  able  to  visit  every  pert  of  the 
diocess ;  he  will  have  it  in  hia  power  to  encourage 
the  desponding,  rouse  the  thougfatleas,  give  dirse- 
tion  to  the  zeal  and  energy  of  the  piona.  and  im- 
press upon  the  whole  a  salutary  impnlse.**  The 
waste  places  and  deaolations  of  Zion  would  be  re- 
paired, and  our  decayed  and  forsaken  chmches 
would  be  rebuilt,  and  rendered  once  more  vocal 
with  praise.  Let  it  never  be  forgotten,  that  all  the 
means  and  institutions  of  religion  are  calcalated 
and  intended  to  improve  our  hearta,  to  porify  oar 
affections,  to  place  them  on  heavenly  thiiwa, 
and  to  subdue  all  the  evil  propensitiee  of  a  as> 
proved  nature.  The  Convention,  under  a  tbD 
sense  of  their  relation  to  the  church,  and  of  their 
own  awful  responsibility  as  to  the  manner  thej 
discharge  the  solemn  duties  of  their  station,  are 
constrained  to  remind  their  friends  and  brethren, 
that  o'cry  relation  in  which  we  stand  to  God,  to 
ourselves,  to  our  dear  families  and  friends,  and  to 
society,  demands  from  us  all  a  fervent  zeal  and  sn 
active  effort  to  restore  our  church,  endowed  by 
public  veneration,  supported  by  the  purity  oi  ba 
doctrines,  the  integrity  and  zeal  of  her  mmisters, 
and  the  Christian  toleration  of  all  religions  classes, 
to  her  true  character.  With  these  feelings  sad 
views  do  the  members  of  this  Convention  most 
earnestly  entreat  their  brethren  to  reflect  upon  the 
necessity  of  adopting  the  measure  now  auDmilted 
to  them, "  and  that  they  manifest  their  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God,  and  their  sense  oi  the  great  im- 
portance of  hia  blessed  revelation  ;  that  they  con- 
sider the  unspeakable  reward  they  will  receive 
from  that  gracious  Master  to  whom  they  bekmf, 
whose  goo<ine88  demands  the  warmest  returns  w 
love,  duty,  and  obedience ;  snd  that  they  contrib- 
ute, to  the  utmost  in  their  power,  to  render  this  aC' 
ccptable  service  to  his  cause.** 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ravcnscrofr,  The  joomtP 
of  the  proceedings,  during  the  laat  year,  of  ths 
standing  committee  of  the  church  in  this  diocess, 
was  read  by  the  secretary. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  Meade,  sec- 
onded by  Mr.  Abraham  Shepherd, 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Convention  of  cler- 
ical and  by  deputies  for  the  diocess  of  Virginia 
be  holden  at  Charlottesville,  in  the  county  of 
Albemarle. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Edward  C.  McGoire, 

Ordered,  lliat  the  committee  ^ipointed  to  ei- 
amine  the  account  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Com- 
mon Prayer-liook  and  Tract  Society  be  die- 
charged  from  that  duty. 

The  ReT.  William  H.  Wihnar  laid  beteetht 
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CoAfMitioii  aceoanto  of  the  minagament  of  the 
land  for  tho  support  of  the  episcopate. 

The  said  accounU  were  approved  bj  the  Con- 
veutioB. 
Tlie  sitting  was  then  suspended,  for  the  par- 
es of  attending  divine  service  ;  when  the 
rvice  was  read  by  the  bishop,  and  a  sermon 
4eliTered  by  the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith. 

The  sitting  being  resumed,  the  Rev.  William 
H.  Wilmer  presented  a  report  from  the  mana- 
gen  of  the  Common  Prayer-Dook  and  Tract  So- 
cioiy,  which  was  read,  as  follows  :-^ 

The  manaeers  of  the  Pnyer-Rook  and  Tract 
Society  of  Virginia  report,  That  in  consequence 
of  tlie  establishment  of  auzilianr  societies  through - 
'OVt  the  diocess,  the  friends  of  the  parent  institu- 
tfoB  hare  been  so  much  abridged  as  to  paralyze  its 
efforts.  The  annual  collection  usual  at  the  meet- 
tag  of  the  Conventions  was  not  made  the  last 
fcer,  and  the  managers  have  felt  authorized,  un- 
der these  circumstances,  to  soUcit  the  contribution 
doe  from  subscribers.  Only  a  small  amount  of 
■wney,  therefbie,  has  been  received  during  the  last 
vear.  With  this  cme  hundred  prayer-books  have 
Doen  pOTchased,  and  three  thousand  tracts  print- 
ed. Twenty  prayer-books  and  several  hundred 
mete  have  been  sent  to  the  Femsle  Auxiliary  So- 
ciety in  Accomack,  from  which  the  sum  of  ten 
doUiars  was  received  on  the  10th  instant  Twelve 
prayer-books  and  an  assortment  of  several  hun- 
dred tracts  have  been  sent  to  Christ  Church  par- 
■dk,  in  Middlesex ;  and  such  other  distributions 
have  been  made  aa  the  exigences  and  demands 
keve  seemed  to  require.  The  remaining  prayer- 
ftooks  and  tracts  are  now  in  Norfolk,  at  the  dispo- 
iai  of  the  Convention. 

Vnder  the  present  circumstances,  the  mana- 
gers eubmit  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Convention, 
whether  it  be  better  to  dissolve  the  society,  or 
whether  it  be  poesible  to  incorporate  with  it  the 
eoboidinate  societies,  and  thus  to  secure  that  bar- 
mouf  of  sentiment  and  action  which  is  essential 
to  tlie  vigonr  and  proeperity  of  such  institutions. 
William  H.  Wilmes,  Chairman.  ' 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  aaid  report  be 
upon  the  table. 

The  following  resolutions  were  proposed  by 
4he  Rev.  Beniamin  Alien,  viz.  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  existing  Common  Prayer- 
Book  and  Tract  Society  be  extended  to  the  pro- 
motion of  Christian  knowledge  in  general,  the 
ftmds  to  be  apportioned  among  the  respective 
means  made  ose  of,  aa  the  managers  may  deter- 
mine. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
friends  of  the  church,  in  the  different  sections  of 
the  diocess,  to  organize  branches  auxiliary  to 
this  society,  whicn  branches,  after  supplying 
tkieir  respective  districts,  shall  throw  their  sur- 
phis  funds  into  the  treasuij  of  this  society. 

^  Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  all  such  aux- 
iliahes  shall  be  ex-officio  managers  of  thus  so- 

eie^r• 

Resolved,  That  each  member  of  this  society 
be  entitled  to  two  prajrer-books  and  ten  tracta 
per  annum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Meade, 

Reeolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of 
the  said  resolutions  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Bfr.  Alhnand  have 


leaTe  of  abeenee  from  this  Conrention  for  tl 
remainder  of  its  session. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  state  < 
the  churcn  was,  on  motion,  taken  up,  and  agai 
read,  as  follows  :— 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  churcl 
taking  into  consideration  the  deficient  conditio 
of  the  diocess  as  respects  the  means  of  theolog 
cal  instruction,  and  the  importance  of  retainin 
among  ourselves,  for  education,  those  young  me 
who  may  be  disposed  to  devote  themselves  to  tfa 
sacred  office  of  the  ministry,  recommend  to  thi 
Convention  the  establishment  of  a  theologici 
school  in  Williamsburg ;  it  being  understood  thi 
the  society  of  the  college  in  that  place  is  willin, 
that  such  a  step  should  be  taken,  and  that  th 
faculty  have  generously  offered  to  afford  gratui 
tously,  to  all  bona  fide  students  of  theology,  i 
course  of  lectures  for  the  supi>ort  of  such  school 

It  is  therefore  recommended ,  that  a  board  o 
'nistces,  consisting  of  the  following  clergymei 
and  laymen,  to  wit :— the  Right  Rev.  Bisho] 
Moore,  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft,  the  Ren 
William  H.  Wilmer,  the  Rev.  William  Meade 
the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  and  Dr.  Augustine  Smith 
the  Hon.  Burwell  Bassett,  the  Hon.  Bnslmx 
W^ashington,  Colonel  Hugh  Mercer,  and  Willian 
Mayo,  ksa.,  any  three  of  whom  shall  constituU 
a  quorum,  t«  api>ointed  to  adopt  the  most  efficien 
means  for  estaolishing  the  same,  by  raising  fundi 
and  selecting  one  or  more  professors;  the  pro 
ceedings  of  which  board  shall  be  subject  to  tlu 
decision  of  the  next  Convention. 

it  is  also  recommended,  that  the  Board  oi 
Trustees  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  thi 
standing  committees  of  the  diocesses  of  Marylaik 
and  North  Carolina,  in  order  to  ascertain  whethei 
the  members  of  our  church  in  those  states  are  die 
posed  to  co-operate  with  us  in  this  important 
measure. 

In  recommending  these  resolutions,  the  com* 
mittee  think  proper  to  declare,  that  they  do  nol 
intend  anv  opposition  to  the  General  Seminar] 
establishea  by  the  General  Convention.  On  thf 
contrary,  we  cordially  desire  to  see  the  prosperity 
of  an  institution  so  vitally  connected  as  that  u 
with  the  reputation  and  interest  of  our  church 
But  as  there  are  peculiar  circumstances  whicb 
render  it  necessary  to  cherish  a  seminary  in  the 
southern  district,  we  consider  the  duty  of  attempt 
ing  it  as  coming  within  the  8coi>e  of  the  reaolotiou 
made  by  the  House  of  Bishops,  which  declares  iti 
intention  "  not  to  interfere  with  any  plan  now 
contemplated  or  that  may  be  hereafter  contempla 
ted  in  any  diocess  or  diocesses  for  the  establish' 
ment  of  theological  institutions  or  professorahips.'^ 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Nelson, 
r.,  delegate  from  St.  James's  paiish,  Mecklen- 
urg  county,  be  appointed  to  sobcit  subscription! 
throughout  the  diocess  for  the  above  purpose. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  board  of  trusteei 
be  authorized,  iii  case  of  death  or  resignation  oi 
the  above  collector,  to  appoint  another  for  the 
said  purpose,  and  generally  to  give  such  instruc- 
tions and  directions  as  shall,  in  their  judgment,  be 
proper. 

The  aaid  resolutions  and  preamble  thereto 
being  twice  read,  were,  on  questions  severally 
put  uereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Convention. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
B.  Smith,  that  the  following  resolution  be 
adopted : — 

liesolved,  That  in  amendment  of  the  last 
clause  of  the  lOth  canon  of  the  church  in  this 
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sUte,  the  words,  "  within  three  yean,"  be  in- 
serted after  the  worda,  "at  any  time." 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  waa 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election, 
by  ballot,  of  a  standing  committee  of  the 
church  in  this  diocess  for  the  ensuing  year ; 
whereupon  the  following  ffentlemen  were  duly 
elected,  viz. :  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer, 
John  Dunn,  Oliver  Nonis,  the  Hon.  Bush- 
rod  Washington,  Edmund  J.  Lee,  and  George 
Taylor,  Esqrs. 

The  Convention  also  proceeded,  in  like  man- 
ner, to  the  election  of  eight  delegates  to  repre- 
sent this  diocess  in  the  next  General  Conven- 
tion of  the  Protestant  Episconal  Church  of  the 
United  States ;  whereupon  the  following  gen- 
tlemen were  duly  elected,  viz. :  the  Rev.  Will- 
iam H.  Wilmer,  John  S.  Ravenscroa,  William 
Meade,  Simon  Wilmer,  Philip  Nelson,  Will- 
iam Mayo,  Hugh  Mercer,  and  Edmund  J.  Lee, 
Esars. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowe, 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to 
pay  to  each  of  the  delegatea  to  the  General 
Convention  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  to  defray 
their  expenses. 

The  bishop  delivered  his  pastoral  address  on 
the  state  of  tne  church  ;  which  being  heard, 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Enoch  M.  Lowe, 
seconded  by  the  Rev.  John  Reynolds, 

Resolved,  lliat  the  thanks  of  this  Conven- 
tion be  presented  to  the  Right  Rev.  Richard  C. 
Moore,  D.  D.,  bishop  of  this  diocess,  for  his 
aflectionate  and  evangelical  pastoral  address, 
and  that  he  be  rec^uested  to  furnish  a  copy 
thereof  for  insertion  in  the  Journal. 

The  said  address  was  as  follows  : — 

Brethren, — Another  year  has  revolved  since  we 
last  assembled  in  Convention,  to  deliberate  upon 
the  affairs  of  the  church,  and  to  take  sweet  coun- 
sel together.  An  account  of  the  discharge  of  our 
clerical  duties  since  that  period  has  been  recorded 
in  Heaven ;  may  that  record  bear  witness  to  our 
^delity  to  God,  and  to  our  watchfulness  over  our 
respective  flocks. 

The  advances  of  our  communion  have  been 
such  as  to  call  for  our  ^titude  ta  Heaven.  The 
clergy  continue  to  manifest  their  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  rehgion,  and  their  attachment  to  the  principles 
of  the  church.  I'heir  best  efforts  have  been  used 
in  the  discharge  of  their  ministerial  duties,  and 
there  appears  to  exist  among  them  thr  strongest 
disposition  to  fulfil  their  sacred  obligations.  To 
make  the  least  discrimination  in  the  expression  of 
my  confidence  in  their  integrity  would  be  painful 
to  my  heart,  at  a  time  in  which  1  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  utmost  energies  uf  all  have  been 
exerted  in  promoting  the  prosperi^  of  our  Zion. 

Fettered  as  I  am  with  the  weight  of  a  parish,  in 
addition  to  that  which  cometh  upon  me  daUy,  the 
care  of  all  the  churches,  it  is  impossible  to  make 
those  exertions  which  could  be  effected  v^fEb  ease 
were  I  released  from  parochial  obligations.  The 
necessity  of  ndministerins  to  the  wants  of  my 
congregation  in  Richmona,  renders  my  pastoral 
visits  to  the  churches  too  much  hurried.  It  pre- 
vents me  from  improving  them  to  the  best  sdvan- 
tage,  and  precludes  the  possibihty  of  acquiring 
that  knowledge  of  the  members  of  our  connexion 
m>  iixiispensabljr  necessary.    Instead  of  paasing  a 


few  days  in  each  parish,  and  fbnning  an  intimait 
acquaintance  with  the  individuals  oi  the  diflereil 
congregations,  I  appear  among  them,  not  aa  the 
spiritual  father  of  the  whole  family,  bat  as  a 
stranger,  and  am  obliged  to  pass  with  such  rapid- 
ity fipom  one  place  to  another,  thai  I  am  only 
known  to  a  majority  of  the  people  of  my  charge 
in  my  official  character. 

The  Convention  of  the  church  in  this  dioceas, 
ahve  to  these  considerations,  have  preaeed,  with 
great  wisdom  and  energy,  the  aubject  of  an  inde- 
pendent support  for  the  epiacopate.  As  the  enolt- 
ments  arising  from  the  source  to  which  I  alWds 
would  never  equal  the  amount  of  my  imseot 
living,  I  cannot  be  charged  with  indelicacy  in 
urging  the  principle  as  a  matter  of  primary  im- 
portance. If  the  wealthy  membera  of  the  chnr^ 
would  contribute  but  a  email  portion  of  their 
worldly  gooda  to  this  object,  it  could  be  effecttd 
with  the  greatest  ease ;  the  claims  of  the  whole 
diocess  would  then  be  equaliy  imperative  upon 
the  bishop ;  he  would  have  it  in  nis  power  to 
travel  as  tar  and  wide  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
chorch  would  require,  and  would  diachargc  the 
duties  appertaining  to  his  appointment  aa  the  chief 
pastor  of  the  flocl£  Shoulu  1  not  bve  to  addrsaa 
you  again  upon  a  conventional  occasion,  I  mnsi 
entreat  you  to  t>ear  in  mind,  that  1  consider  the 
subject  of  a  support  for  the  episcopate  aa  a  matter 
of  leading  importance,  and  earnestly  supplKSte 
you  to  make  that  provision  for  my  successor  con- 
templated and  emoraced  in  the  above  remarks. 

Since  the  last  Convention,  I  have  preached  and 
administered  the  Lord's  Supper  in  the  county  of 
Chesterfield.  I  have  visited  IMnwiddie,  and  offi- 
ciate) in  the  church  once  filled  by  that  pious  ser- 
vant of  God,  the  Rev.  Devercaux  Jarratt,  and  also 
twice  in  the  town  of  Petersburg.  In  October  I 
made  an  excursion  into  the  upper  country,  visited 
the  county  of  Orsnge,  but  was  prevented  ton 
officiating  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  I 
crossed  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  visited  Staunton  in 
the  county  of  Augusta,  in  which  place  1  preached 
twice,  to  large  and  overflowing  congregatuns, 
and  confirmed  eighteen  persons.  The  church  in 
Staunton  appears  to  be  in  a  flouriahing  condition, 
and  is  blessed  with  the  faithful  services  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Stephens.  After  leaving  Suunton,  I 
again  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge,  and,  agreeablv  to 
appointment,  met  several  of  the  clergy  in  Char- 
lottesville. Co  Sunday  morning  I  preached  to  a 
very  large  congregation,  and,  in  connexi<m  with 
the  clergy  who  were  present,  administered  the 
Lord's  Supper.  On  Monday  I  rode  to  the  Green 
Mountain,  upon  which  day  I  read  prayers,  snd 
Mr.  Meade  preached;  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  Wy. 
down  read  iirayers,  and  I  preached  aiid  admims- 
tered  the  Lord's  Supper  to  a  number  of  devout 
communicants.  From  the  Green  Mountain  I  re- 
paired to  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson's,  and  on  Wednesday 
preached  and  administered  the  Lord's  Supper  in 
Walker's  church,  and  admitted  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mar- 
shall, of  Culpepper,  to  the  holy  order  of  the  priest- 
hood. 

In  November  I  left  home  on  a  visit  to  the  Nor- 
thern Neck  of  Virginia,  snd  on  the  15th  of  the 
month  preached  twice  in  Fredericksburg.  I  then 
passed  on  to  Port  Royal  on  the  16tb,  in  which 

flace  I  read  prayers  and  preached.  On  the  iith 
read  prayers  and  preached  at  Vauter's  church, 
in  the  county  of  Ensex.  On  the  18th  I  rode  to 
Rappahannock,  and  read  prayers  snd  preached ; 
I  then  crossed  the  Rsppahannock  river,  and  on  tha 
19th  I  read  prayers  and  preached  at  Rkhmcnd 
courthouse.  On  the  20th  I  read  prayers  and 
preached  at  While  Chapel  church.  On  the  21st 
1  read  prayers  and  preached  at  Lancaster  cowt* 
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iMne.    OnlheSad  I  raid  pnqrsn  tndpraachad 
in  CbiHt  Chorcfa,  Lancaater  ooontj,  and  in  the 
mwmaag  lectured  at  Mr.  Armiatead  Currie^a.    On 
the  S3d  I  rode  to  Northumberland,  and  officiated 
in  Wicomico  church.    On  the  25th  1  read  prey- 
era  and  preached  in  the  courthouae  in  Northam- 
berland.    On  the  26th  I  officiated  in  the  church 
at  Mattoz  Bridge,  Westmoreland  county,  and  also 
■dmioiatered  the  Lord'a  Supper.    On  the  27th  I 
iDde  to  King  Oeorve  courthouse,  and  there  offi- 
cniod.    On  the  28th  I  read  prayers  and  preached 
in  Che  old  chnrch  in  King  George  county ;  I  then 
ndeto  Port  Cooway,  and  lectured  the  same  even- 
iOff  at  the  houae  uf  Mr.  Turner.    On  the  29th  i 
ooaaed  the  Hapnahannock  to  Port  Royal,  in 
wliicfa  place  I  peiformed  the  funeral  semce,  and 
then  beat  my  courae  towards  Richmond.    On  this 
lonr,  I  rode  m  18  daya  380  miles,  and  officiated  17 

I  havelMen  thia  month  in  Mecklenburg  county, 
ndneached  and  administered  the  Lord's  Supper, 
m  Mr.  Ratenacroft's  parish,  to  a  large  and  atten- 
tiwie  aaaemblT.  I  have  also  visited  the  county  of 
Halilmz,  ana  preached  in  the  church  near  the 
coorthonse,  to  an  attentive  congregation,  under 
Oe  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  WingfiekL 

Thus,  brethren,  have  I  endeavoured  to  fulfil  the 
important  duties  intrusted  to  my  care :  and  it  is 
irith  pleaaure  I  inform  you,  that  I  discover,  in 
•Tsiy  district  I  visit,  the  strongest  attachment  to 
the  church.  In  the  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia  in 
particular,  I  observed  such  striking  evidences  of' 
the  aflection  of  the  people  to  the  church  of  their 
frthers,  aa  has  deeply  affected  my  heart  In  that 
ngiOD,  occupyinff  a  space  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dnd  milea,  they  nave  not  one  clergyman  of  the 


church  to  officiate  regnlarir  among  them  in  their 
churchea.  They  appear  to  be  an  affiKtionate  peo- 
ple, and  I  have  no  question  would  render  the  life 
of  a  virtuous  cleivyman  happy  who  would  reside 
among  them.  Were  I  a  jroung  man,  I  ahould  not 
heaitate  to  throw  myself  into  their  arma,  and  ad- 
minister to  their  spiritual  necessities.  Accept, 
my  beloved  brethren,  every  expression  of  my  paa- 
toral  regard,  and  may  the  Lora  be  with  you  aU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowe, 

Reaolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Confen- 
tion  be  presented  to  the  secretary  for  his  servi- 
ces, and  that  his  tnvelling  expenses  be  paid  out 
of  the  contingent  fund. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wihner, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conven- 
tion be  presented  to  the  inhabitanta  of  the 
borough  of  Norfolk,  for  their  kindneaa  and  hoa- 
piiality  manifested  to  its  members  during  its 
present  session. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Simon  Wilmer, 

Ordered,  That  750  copies  of  the  Journal  of 
proceedings  of  this  Convention  bo  printed,  and 
distributed  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
bishop  and  secretary. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  meet 
again  at  Charlottesville,  on  the  third  Thursday 
in  May  next. 

Richard  Channino  Moors, 
Bishop  of  the  Protestant  £pisc<^pal 
Church  of  Virginia. 

Teste,        William  Munford,  Secretary. 


Jtmmd  of  tht  frouedingt  of  a  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Epiteopal  Church  of  Virginia,  tokkh 
€uembled  at  CharloUenille,  on  Thursday,  the  16M  of  May,  1822. 


Ttti  Conrention  met,  and  waa  opened  with 
divine  aerriee  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore, 
and  a  aermon  by  the  Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire. 

Tha  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore  took  the  chair 
as  praaident  of  the  Convention ;  and  it  a|^>ear- 
i^g  that  Mr.  Wm.  Munford,  the  aecretary  of 
4be  CooTention,  waa  absent, 

Ordered,  That  Edw.  Colston  act  aa  aecretary 
jiro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Georse  Lemon, 
Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee,  be 
a  eommittee  to  examine  the  certificatea  of  the 
^mointmenta  of  lay  deputies. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Lemon,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  certificatea  of  lay 
dqMitMa,  made  the  following  report,  viz. :  The 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  credentials 
joi  lay  depntiea  have  examined  the  same,  and 
report,  that  the  following  persons  appear  to  be 
dnb  elected,  viz. : 

John  Campbell,  Washington  parish,  West- 
moreland county;  Hugh  Nelson,  Fredericks- 
TiUe  pariah,  Albemarle  county ;  Dr.  F.  Can 
and  Tucker  Colea,  St.  Anne*s  parish,  Albemarle ; 
William  Huntington,  Henrico  church,  Rich- 
mond city ;  Hugh  Mercer,  St.  George^s  parish, 
Fredericksburg  -,  Wm.  M.  Thompson,  St.  Ste- 
phen'a  church,  Culpepper;  John  Nelson,  jr., 
6t.  James's  parish,  Mecklenburg ;  Edward  Col- 
Bton,  Norbome  pariah,  Berkeley ;  William  G. 
floaafft,  Su  Paol^a  panah.  King  George;   Ed- 


ward Valentine,  jr.,  Augusta  parish,  Augusta; 
Abraham  Shepherd,  St.  Andrew's  pariah,  Jef- 
ferson ;  Obed  Waite  and  Philip  Nclaon,  Fred- 
erick parish,  Frederick ;  Francis  Nelson,  St. 
Martin's  parish,  Hanover;  Robert  Randolph, 
Hamilton  parish,  Fauquier  ;  Thomaa  L.  Ijatane, 
South  Famham  parisn,  Essex ;  John  Gilliam, 
Bristol  parish,  Petersburg ;  Robert  P.  Waring, 
St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex;  E.  J.  Ijoe.  Christ 
Church,  Fairfax  parish,  Alexandria ;  William 
Mayo,  Monumental  Church,  Richmond  city; 
Alexander  Gait,  Christ  Church,  Norfolk  bor- 
ough. 

They  further  report,  that  the  paper  purport- 
ing to  be  the  credential  of  the  appointment  of  a 
lay  delegate  from  Mill  Creek  Church,  Berkeley, 
is  not  in  due  form,  and  that  the  said  delegate  ia 
not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  thia  Convention ; 
whereupon  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hu^ 
Nelson, 

Ordered,  That  the  aaid  report  do  lie  upon 
the  table. 

The  following  clerical  deputies  appeared  and 
took^heir  seats  in  the  Convention,  vix.  :— 

The  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Wilmer,  St.  Paul's 
Church,  Alexandria ;  the  Rev.  Oliver  Norris, 
Christ  Church,  Fairfax  parish,  Alexandria;  the 
Rev.  William  Meade,  Chapel,  Frederick  coun- 
ty ;  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft,  St.  James's 
Church,  Mecklenburg;  the  Rev.  George  Le- 
mon, Hamilton  parishi   Fauquier ;  tha  Rer. 
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Sdhmd  0.  MKHdra,  flt  GMig^s  pHMh,  Fn4- 
^  mtkUbngi  th*  lUv.  WiUiHi  SlMl, Dtttam 
and  L6«£  purithet,  Piine*  WiUiMi ;  Um  Ito? . 
Joha  HqrnoUt,  St.  Abm*s  pviili,  Eiati ;  the 
]Ut.  Bttud  Sta^MUM,  AogiitUMiuli,  Staim- 
tpB;  the  IUt.  Frad.  Hatch,  FndanduYilla 
MTMh,  AlbeoMik ;  Um  Rat.  Rich.  H.  BftiDM. 
St.  ICutm'ft  pMtili,  Hmmvot  ;  th»  R«t.  Raool 
KJtith,  Bruton  pariah,  Williaoubarg ;  the  lUr. 
Kdwaxd  R.  Lippit,  Noibonia  pariah,  Baikaky ; 
tha  R«¥.  WiiUam  CrawiiDrd,  Trinity  pariah, 
Looiaa ;  tha  R«¥.  John  J.  RoMnaoii,  Ftadariek 
pariah,  and  Giaca  Chuch,  Ncnbofne  pariah, 
pnkA&f;  tha  R«¥.  Banj.  B.  Smith,  St.  An- 
draw'a  pariah,  Jafiaiaan ;  tha  R«¥.  WiUiaBn  H. 
Hart,  Chnrch  on  Riehmond  Hill;  tha  R«¥. 
Haibart  MarahaO,  St  Staphan*a  pariah,  Coi- 
Mppar ;  tha  Rar.  John  Dunn,  ShaUmma  pviah, 
Lcmdoim;  tha  Rar.  Andraw  Sjme,  Briatol 
pariah,  Patarabarg ;  tha  Rav.  John  H.  Wing- 
paid,  PbrtamoQth  Pfriah,  Norfolk  county  ;  awl 
tha  Rar.  Joaiaa  Cbphain,  St  Paul'a  pariah, 
IB19  Gaor^^a,  and  Waahington  pariah,  Waat- 
pioraland. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rer.  William  H.  Wifaaar, 
iha  Rev.  John  S.  Ravanacroft,  the  Rer.  William 
Heade,  the  Rot.  Oliver  Norria,  and  Meaara. 
waiiam  Hayo,  Robert  Randol^  and  Hugh 
Naboo,  ha  a  committee  to  take  into  conaider- 
litM  the  atate  of  the  church  in  thia  dioceaa. 

pidaredt  That  Meaara.  Hugh  Mercer,  Abra- 
bun  Shepherd,  Obed  Waite,  and  Francia  Nel- 
aon,  be  a  cgmmittae  to  aTamine  the  treaaorer'a 
account 

Ordered,  That  the  Rer.  John  Dunn,  the 
Rev.  Daniel  Stephens,  Messrs.  John  Nelson, 
jr.)  and  Robert  P.  Waring,  be  a  committee  to 
examine  the  account  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
Common  Prayer-Book  and  Tract  Society  of 
the  Diocess  of  Virginia. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  the 
Rev.  Fred.  Hatch,  Messrs.  E.  J.  Lee,  and  John 
Campbell,  be  a  eonunittee  to  examine  and 
report  on  the  preaent  atate  of  the  Widows' 
Fond. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rer.  Georse  Lemon, 
Messrs.  Philip  Nelson,  and  Edward  Valentine, 
jr.,  be  a  conmiittee  to  examine  the  parochial 
reports. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft, 
Messrs.  Hugh  Nelson,  and  Abraham  Shepherd, 
be  a  committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Episcopal  Fund. 

Ordered,  On  motion  of  the  Rev.  George 
Lemon,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mann,  a  clergyman 
from  the  dipceaa  of  Maryland,  attending  thia 
Convention,  be  invited  to  an  honorary  aeat 
therein. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenacroft, 
the  following  rolea  were  read  and  adopted,  for 
regulating  the  proceediqga  of  thia  Convention, 
▼ix.  : — 

1st.  The  business  of  every  day  ahall  be 
mtroduced  with  the  morning  aervice  of  the 
church. 

M.  When  the  president  takes  the  chair,  no 
member  shall  continue  standing,  or  shall  alter* 
ward  stand  up,  except  to  addreaa  tinp  chair. 


amiMoT  tlw 
be  iiBibIa  to  alt  and 

4iit  Whaa  mf  m&mhm  h  A— I  f 
debate,  or  deliver  any  m«lt«rl»tha 
ahaU,  with  dna  napaet*  addcwa  knoMiri 
pfaajdfnt,  coniniM  hinaalf  atricthr  l#  tlw 
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6th.  No  rnnlier  dbaU 
in  the  aame  dahata,  wilhoet  loacvo  of  the 

9th.  A  ooaetion  being  01 
atand  aa  the  jndgiint  of  tho 
net  be  again  oawn  into  deboto 

aearioD,nBleaa  wilhtheconMtof  tiM  tH*tf 
thehonae. 

7th.  WhilathopnaM 
tion,  the  membera  ahaU  coottmbe  in 
and  ahall  not  hold  any  privato 

8th.  Every  member  who  abaU  bo  fa  te 
booae  when  any  qoeation  ia  pot,  afaaB,  m  a 
diviaion,  be  coontad,  nnleaa  be  bo  panoaa^f 
intereated  in  the  deciaioa. 

9th.  NomotioiiahaUbacoaaidevodoabrfn 
thehooae  unleaa  it  be  aocopdad,  aiid»  whaoia* 
qnired,  reduced  to  writin||. 

10th.  When  any  qneetiontabefBio  Ike  haoi^ 
it  ahaU  ho  determined  upon  befaio  any  mm 
thing  ia  introdneed,  except  the  qooatioo  if  a^ 
jounuMot 

11th.'  The  qoaatioB  on  a  naolkn  of 
mant  ahall  be  taken  before  any  ochoi^  aod' 
out  debate. 

ISth.  When  the  honee  ia  about  to  riae,oni9 
member  ahaU  keep  hia  aeat  nntil  the  pmidMI 
ahall  leave  the  chair. 

It  appearing  that  Mr.  Wm.  Munford,  ^ 
treasurer  of  this  Convention,  ia  not  present,  on 
motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Meade, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hugh  Mercer  be  a^ 
pointed  to  receive  and  account  for,  to  the  treaa* 
urer,  the  contributions  of  the  several  pariahea  to 
the  Contingent  Fund ;  whereupon,  the  ic^ov* 
ing  payments  were  made,  vis. : — 
By  Mr.  John  Campbell,  Washington  pariah, 
Westmoreland  county. 

Dr.  F.  Carr,  St.  Anne^s  parish,  Albe- 
marle,    ...... 

Mr.  William  Huntington,Henrico  Church, 
Richmond  city,        .... 

Hugh  Mercer,  St  George*a  parish,  Fred- 
ericksburg,     ..... 

William  M.  Thompaon,  St.  Stephen's  > 
and  St.  Mark'a  Churchea,  Calpap-  > 

Eer,  $20  each,  .        .        •       | 

n  Nelson,  jr.,  St  Jamea'a  jpaxish* 
Mecklenburg,  .... 

Edward  Colston,  Norbome  pariah,  Berke- 
ley,        .«...,. 

W.  G.  Stuart,  St.  Paul'a  pariah,  Kii^ 
George,  ..... 

Edward  Valentine,  jr.,  Augoata  padah* 
Auguata,         .... 

Abralum  Shepherd,  St  Andrew'a  pariah, 
Jefferson,        ..... 

Obed  Waite  and  Philip  Nelaon,  Fred- 
erick pariah,  FredericK,    . 
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The  Rev.  Andrew  Syme,  Briitol  pariah, 

Pateraburfft     -        -        -        -        - 

Mr.  Robert  P.  Waring,  St  Annexe  pariah. 


Ammmt  brought  forwtid,  9806 

f  FVancia  Nelaon,  St.  Martin*8  pariah, 

Hanorer,        .....    SO 
B44»t  Randolph,  Hamilton  pariah,  Fau- 
quier,    -...--    80 
T.  L.  Latane,  South  Famham  paiiah, 

SO 

80 

80 

Edmund  J.  Lee,  Chriat'a  Church,  Fair- 
laz  pariah,  Alexandria,    •        -        -    80 

William  Mayo,  Monumental  Church, 
Richmond  city*        -        -        -        -    80 

A.  Oalt,  Chriat*a  Church,  Norfolk  borw 
oagh, 80 

The  ReT.  Mr.  Steel,  Bettin^en  and 
Leeda  pariahes.  Prince  William,      -     18 

Mr.  Dunn,  Shelbame  pariah,  Loudoun,  -    80 

Mr.  Wihner,  Sl  Paul'a  Church,  Alex- 
andria,     80 

Mr.  Hatch,  Frederickarille  pariah,  Albe- 
marle,     80 

Mr.  Wingfield,  Portamouth  pariah,  Nor- 
.  folk  county, 80 


$668 
The  Rer.  Mr.  Ravenacroft,  from  the  committee 
examine  the  account  of  the  trusteea  of  the  £pia- 
pal  Fund,  made  the  following  report,  ?iz. : — 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  ac- 
imt  of  the  truateea  of  the  Biahopa*  Fund,  re- 
rt.  That  the  account  preaented  ia  truly  stated, 
which  it  appears,  that  the  money  paid  in  haa 
eo  Tested  m  bank-atock ;  thirty-three  shares 
the  Fanners*  Bank  of  Alexandria,  amounting 
$1,660,  and  aix  aharea  in  the  Bank  of  Alex- 
dria,  amounting  to  $1,800,  making  an  aggre- 
te  of  $S,860;  and  that  there  ia  a  balance  in 
B  handa  of  the  trustees  of  $5  16,  which  they 
,y  carried  to  the  new  account :  all  which  will 
ne  fully  appear  by  referring  to  the  account  of 
ichard  M.  Scott,  President  of  the  Farmers* 
ink  of  Alexandria,  herewith  filed.  And  the 
id  report,  being  read,  waa  approved  by  the 
»Tention. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  the 
invention  adjourned  until  to-morrow  mom- 
g,  9  o'clock, 

Fkidat,  Mat  17,  18S2. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjoum- 
ent,  and  moninff  prayer  was  read  by  the 
ight  Rev.  Bidbop  Moore. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Dunn,  from  the  committee  to 
amine  the  account  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
cmyer-Book  and  Tract  Society,  made  the  fol- 
wing  report,  viz.:  The  committee  to  whom 
ne  referred  the  accounta  of  the  treasurer  of 
e  Prayer-Book  and  Tract  Society,  have  per- 
rmed  that  duty,  and  report,  that  it  appears  by 
e  accounts  and  docnmenta  rendered  (all  of 
uch  are  correct),  that  there  ia  %  balance  due 
a  treaaurer  of  $40  66,  which  ia  reapectfully 
famitted. 

Which  report,  with  the  accompanying  docn- 
iQtai  WM  Hid  upoA  ihe  tahU. 


Mr.  Hugh  Meieer,  from  the  committee  to  ex- 
amine the  treaaorer^s  account,  made  the  foUow- 
ing  report,  vix. :  The  committee  to  whom  waa 
reterred  the  treaaurer*s  account  have,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  the  same  under  conaideration ; 
they  find  the  account  properiy  atated,  and  aup- 
ported  by  correct  vouchera,  leaving  a  balance  m 
favour  of  the  church,  on  the  16th  tnatant,  of 
$47  88,  in  the  treasurer's  handa.  The  account, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  the  commit- 
tee aak  leave  respectfully  to  submit  to  the 
house.  Which  report  waa  received  by  the 
Convention,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  William 
Mayo, 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  with  the  accom- 
panying documenta,  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  examination  of  the 
accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Widows*  Fund, 
made  the  following  report,  viz. :  The  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  ex- 
amining the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
fund  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphana 
of  deceased  clergymen  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
of  Virginia,  report,  that  they  have,  according  to 
order,  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
find,  that  there  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  treaar 
urer  $8,709  88,  in  three  per  cent,  and  six  pe|- 
cent.  stock  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the 
Farmers*  Bank  of  Alexandria,  which  laat  atoel^ 
yielda  six  per  cent. :  there  is  in  the  handa  of  the 
treasurer  $6  94 ;  all  of  which  will  more  fullv 
appear  by  the  account  of  the  treaaurer  herewith 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Campbell, 
Ordered,  That  the  said  report  be  recommitte4 
to  the  committee  which  brought  it  in. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Wilmer,  from  the  trustees  of  the 
Theological  School,  reported  as  follows,  viz. : — 4 
committee  was  appointed  to  draught  an  address  to 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  church,  which 
was  printed,  and  circulated  very  generally  throoghr 
out  the  diocess.  A  correspondence  waa  ent«ed 
into  with  thediocessesof  Maryland  and  North 
Carolina,  which  resulted  in  some  diflferance  of 
opinion  as  to  the  usefulness  of  the  contemplated 
school,  and  its  location  at  Williamsburg,  by  the 
diocess  of  Maryland ;  but  was  deferred,  as  to  sny 
definitive  step,  until  the  meeting  of  their  Conven- 
tion in  the  present  year.  From  tne  State  of  North 
Candina,  no  reply  whatever  has  been  received. 

Mr.  John  Nelson,  jr.,  who  was  appointed  to  ao- 
licit  subscriptions  throughout  the  oiocess,  haa  in- 
dustriously prosecuted  the  object  committed  to 
him,  and  met  with  success  beiyond  the  most  san- 
guine expectations  of  the  trustees  and  frienda  of 
tne  measure,  as  will  more  folly  appear  by  the  an- 
nexed atatement  of  the  amount  obtained  in  the 
different  placea  he  waa  able  to  visit  personally, 
viz.: — 

In  Fredericksburg, $1,062  00 

"  Alexandria, 770  00 

**  Berkeley  county, IfiO  00 

"  Frederick, 1,185  00 

"  Jefferson, 615  33 

**  Norfolk  and  Portamouth,    .    .    .    1,334  00 

"  Petersburg 454  00 

"  Richmond,   ........     1,920  00 

**  Mecklenbuig  county,   .....  2,025  00 

«  Scattering, 853  00 

$10,968  89 
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Making  an  amomit  of  S10;268  33,  the  exiatinff 
atate  of  which  ia  abown  bT  the  account  thereof 
rendered  by  the  agent,  and  hereto  annexed.  In 
preaenting  thia  report  to  the  Convention,  the 
Kniateea  cannot  refrain  from  felicitating  the  frienda 
0^  the  church  on  the  favour  manifested  towards 
thia  very  important  measure  by  the  people  at 
large,  and  from  ezpresaing  their  aan^ine  hope, 
that  the  future  applications  which  will  continue 
to  be  made  will  enable  them,  at  an  early  <^y«  to 

5ut  in  <M>eration  so  desirable  an  institution.  The 
elay  of  another  year,  however,  is  inevitable,  be- 
cause the  subscnpLions  were  taken  payable  in 
three  instalments,  the  first  of  which  has  only  be- 
come due;  a  measure  judged  prudent  from  the 
Tery  depressed  state  of  the  country  in  its  money 
concerns. 

They  further  report  the  following  constitution, 
vix.: — 

1.  The  board  of  truateea  of  the  Theological 
School  of  the  dioceas  of  Virginia  shall  consist  of 
the  bishop  of  the  dioceas  and  thirteen  members, 
to  be  chosen  by  the  Convention  of  the  church, 
who  shall  contmue  in  office  during  good  beha- 
viour. 

2.  The  biahop  of  the  dioceas  shall  be,  ex-officio, 
president  of  the  board. 

3.  The  board  sluill  appoint  ita  own  vice-presi- 
dent, treaaurer,  and  secretary. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  board  to  take 
proper  steps  to  collect  tne  money  already  sub- 
scnoed,  and  to  obtain  additional  funds  in  aid  of 
the  institution. 

A.  There  shall  be  an  annual  meeting  of  the 
board  of  tiusteea  on  the  day  previous  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Convention,  and  at  the  place  appointed 
Cor  the  aame. 

6.  Special  meetings  of  the  board  shall  be  called 
by  the  bishop,  on  tne  application  of  any  three 
trustees,  at  such  places  as  the  bishop  shall  ap- 
point, due  notice  ot  which  shall  be  given. 

7.  At  all  meetings  of  the  board,  whether  gener- 
al or  special,  eight  members  shall  be  necessary  to 
conatitute  a  <)uorunL 

8.  A  majority  of  the  trustees  present  shall  be 
neceaaary  to  determine  any  measure,  question,  or 
kmainesa  before  them. 

9.  Vacancies  occurring  in  the  board  shall  be 
supplied  by  the  vote  of  the  Convention  at  their 
annual  meetings. 

10.  The  funds  of  the  Theological  School  shall  be 
under  the  management  of  the  trustees  (who  shall 
report  annually  to  the  Convention  a  full  state 
of  the  same),  and  be  subject,  in  the  disposition  of 
the  same,  to  the  control  and  direction  of  that 
body. 

11.  The  management  of  the  institution  shall  be 
vested  in  the  b<Mrd  of  trustees,  who  shall  have 
power  to  choose  a  professor  or  professors,  and  lo 
prescribe  a  course  of  study  agreeably  to  the  can- 
ons of  the  church,  and  in  general  to  make  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  government  and  good  man- 
agement of  the  institution. 

12.  The  board  of  tnistoes  shall  keep  a  regular 
record  of  their  proceedings,  and  report  the  same 
regularly  to  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Conven- 
tion. 

13.  This  constitution,  or  any  article  thereof, 
ahall  not  be  altered  or  amended,  unless  by  a  vote 
of  two  thirds  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  the  words, 
''  who  shall  continue  in  office  during  good  be- 
haviour,** in  the  first  article,  were  atruck  out, 
and  the  other  articles,  having  been  severally 
conaidered  by  the  Convention,  were  adopted ; 
Mfaenrapoo, 


Ordered,  That  the  laid  eooititiitioii,  at  i 
ed,  be  adopted  aa  the  conatitucion  of  tha  Thi» 
logical  School  of  the  dioceaa  of  Viii^iiiia. 

The  Convention  adjoomed  for  divme  aervire. 

Morning  service  waa  read  bj  the  Rar.  Mr. 
Wingfield,  and  a  aermon  by  tha  Rer.  Mr.  Ri- 
▼enscroft. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adkram- 
ment ;  and,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Haldi, 
waa  further  adjourned  until  five  o'clock. 

The  Convention  met  at  five  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  the  Convention  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  depntiea  to  the  Genenl 
Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee  and  Ed- 
ward Colston  be  a  committee  to  count  the  bal- 
lots. 

Mr.  Colston,  from  the  committee  to  coant  the 
ballots,  made  the  following  report : — ^The  com- 
mittee appointed  to  count  the  ballots  for  the 
election  of  deputies  to  the  General  Convention, 
have,  according  to  order,  performed  that  duty, 
and  report.  That  there  were  forty  ballots  takec, 
of  which  the  following  gentlemen  have  a  ma- 
jority, viz. : — the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer,  tke 
Rev.  John  S.  Ravenacroft,  the  Rer.  Wflliam 
Meade,  Mr.  Huffh  Mercer,  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee, 
Mr.  William  Mayo,  and  Mr.  Philip  Nelson, 
who  are  therefore  elected ;  hot  that  do  otker 
peraon  had  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
ballots  given  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Convention  now  proceed 
to  the  election  of  one  clerical  deputy,  to  aapply 
the  deficiency  of  clerical  delegates  to  wpicsoBt 
this  diocess  in  the  General  ConTention;  and  | 
the  same  conunittee  being  appointed  to  count  I 
the  ballots,  reported,  that  the  Rev.  Edward  C. 
M*Guire  has  a  majority  of  the  whole  nomberof 
ballota,  and  is  duly  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  Convention  now  proceed 
to  elect  members  of  the  standing  committee  far 
this  diocess,  and  that  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravent- 
crofl  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wingfiekl  be  a  commit- 
tee to  count  the  ballota. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Ravenscreft,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  count  the  ballota  for  mem- 
bers of  the  standing  committee  of  thia  diocess, 
made  the  following  report: — The  committee 
appointed  to  count  the  ballots  for  the  election 
of  the  members  of  the  standing  committee,  have, 
according  to  order,  performed  that  duty,  and 
find  that  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer,  tbs 
Rev.  Oliver  Norris,  the  Rev.  John  Dunn,  tbs 
Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  Mr.  Edmund  J. 
I^ee,  and  Mr.  George  Taylor,  are  duly  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee, 

Resolved,  That  the  next  meeting  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  Proteatant  Episcopu  Chorcb  far 
the  Diocess  of  Virginia  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Tuesday  in  May  next,  at  Lasshqiji^  ii 
the  county  of  lAiudoun. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
recommitted   the   report   concerning  the 


was 


Widows*  Fund,  made  the  following  addiiioRBl 
report : — ^The  committee  further  report,  that,  du- 
ring the  present  session  of  the  Convention,  dis 
bishop  haa  delivered  to  one  of  the  committee 
the  note  of  Robert  Andrews,  executor  of  Robert 
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Atidf0w«,  deceased,  for  eight  hniidred  doUan ; 
•bo,  a  check  from  the  Bank  of  Virginia  upon  the 
Bank  of  Washington,  for  $S68  90 ;  making  the 
whole  fond  94,783  67. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell, 

Ordered,  That  the  report,  with  the  accompar 
wring  documenta,  lie  upon  the  table. 
'  On  motion  of  the  Kew.  Mr.  Hatch, 

The   Convention  adjourned  until  to-monow 
noming,  at  9  oVlock. 

Satukdat,  Mat  18,  1893. 

Tlw  Conrention  met  according  to  adjoum- 
WfBoU  and  morning  prayers  were  read  bjr  the 


The  Rot.  Mr.  Lemon,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  parochial  reports,  made 
tte  following  report,  viz. : — The  committee  on  the 
■ohiect  of  the  paruchial  reports  beg  leave  to  pre- 
aant  the  foUowmg  condenseil  statement  of  the  re- 
ports that  have  been  submitted  to  them. 

"Hie  Monumental  Church,  Richmond.  The 
■Dmber  of  communicants  in  this  church  has  in- 
creased since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Convention. 
A  Tuesday  lecture  has  been  established  by  the 
■ctor,  which  bids  fair  to  be  productive  of  the 
peatest  advantages ;  and  the  congregation  are  reg- 
ular in  their  attendance  upon  public  worship. 

The  report  of  ^t.  Stephen's  parish,  Culpepper, 
far  two  years,  states  the  number  of  baptisms  8 — 
■aniagts  ^— deaths  12 — communicants  added  2. 

8t.  Andrew's  parish,  Jefferson  county.  Bap- 
■ms  20, 3  of  them  black  children — marriages  6^ 
Inths  14 — to  the  communicants  no  ndditiuns. 

8l  Martin's  parish,  Hanover.  The  congrega- 
iooa  in  this  parish  are  increasing  in  numbers  wad 
riatj.  Communicants  46— baptisms  13— funerals 
(— narriages  5. 

HmmiltoD  parish,  Fauquier.  The  congregations 
■  this  parish  have  increased  in  numbers,  and,  it  is 
Miped,  in  serious  attention  to  the  truths  of  the 
lOipal,  during  the  Isst  year.  The  communicants 
km  bave  increased  in  number,  and,  it  is  believed, 
i  SDch  aa  are  truly  converted  from  ain  to  God. 
rbair  mimber  is  about  50. 
The  Episcopal  Church  in  Fredericksburg.  This 
bnidi  continues  to  enjoy  the  fostering  smiles  of 
lod  the  Saviour.  The  congregation  is  large  and 
Kieasiitf,  and  growing  in  aevotion  to  the  cause 
fGod.  Communicants  upwards  of  100— baptisms 
S— Auerals  16. 

8l  James's  Church,  Leesburg,  Shelbume  per- 
il, Loudoun  county.  Communicants  about  35 
the  number  having  been  lessened  by  deaths  and 
Mnovala)— one  communicant  lately  added— bap- 
tea  62 — marriages  10— burials  3. 
8l  Mark*8  parish,  Culpepper.  Communicants 
iRNit  40;  some  have  died,  some  removed,  anH 
■ns  heen  added,  within  the  last  two  years ;  mar- 
MBS  7— baptisms  28,  one  of  which  waa  an  adult 
•fnnerals5. 

8l  Paul's  parish.  King  George,  and  Washington 
hWi,  Westmofeland.  Communicants  40— bap- 
ana  25— catechumena  26— funerals  4.  The  min- 
tar  of  these  perishes  has  had  charge  of  them 
al^  from  the  first  of  January  last.  The  congre^- 
QBi  are  regular  in  their  attendance  upon  divine 
Mriiip. 

Chmt  Church,  Norfolk  borough.  Communi- 
■te  188— catechumens  80— baptisms  41— funer- 
•  S6-Hnarriages  7.  The  church  hss  been  com- 
■Idy  repaired  since  the  injury  received  in  Sep- 
■her  laat,  arxl  much  improved  and  beautified, 
padnal  hot  ateady  work  of  grace  haa  fbr  some 
gomg  on  in  the  coDgnigation  of  this 


church,  and  ita  fruits  have  been  an  addition  o 
sbout  20  members  to  our  communion  within  th 
last  year. 

The  church  in  Frederick  county.  Communicant 
77— baptiams  14,  of  whom  2  were  blacks— msnu 
ges  3~-deathB  3 — Sundav  Schoola  3.  Among  th 
deaths,  it  is  a  mournful  duty  to  report  that  of  th 
Rev.  Alexander  Balmam,  late  rector  of  the  aaii 
church,  June,  1821,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age. 

Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  Fairfax  paiiah.  Thi 
state  of  this  congregation  has  undergone  no  ma 
terial  change  since  the  last  report. 

Portsmouth  parish.  1  marriage— baptiama  6— 
commanicants  10.  The  report  from  this  paiiah  ii 
highly  favourable,  both  as  respects  the  spiritual 
arid  temporal  condition  of  the  cnurch. 

Fredericksville  and  St.  Anne's  parishes.  Thi 
rector  laments  that  he  cannot  report  these  paiish« 
esasin  a  highly  prosperous  religious  state;  but, 
amid  much  to  deplore,  there  are  grounda  foi 
thankfulness  and  hope.  There  seems  to  be  an  in< 
creased  attention  to  religion;  and  occasionally 
some  new  professor  is  enrolled  under  the  heaven* 
ly  banner.  One  of  the  edifices  of  worship  hss  re- 
cently been  repaired,  by  the  exertions  of  a  few  re- 
spectable individuals.  Communicanta  about  35, 
of  which  number  10  have  been  added  since  the 
present  rector  took  charge  of  these  parishes- 
marriages  38— funerals  12. 

NorGome  parish,  Berkeley  county.  Communi- 
cants 100 — baptisms  11 — marriages  3 — burials  5. 
There  are  at  present  in  this  parish  four  places  of 
stated  preaching,  at  all  of  which  there  are  reapect* 
able  aiid  attentive  congregaticms.  The  prospects 
of  the  church  in  this  paruh  are,  upon  the  wiicAe, 
encouraging. 

St.  Anne  and  South  Famham  parishes,  Essex. 
The  stste  of  these  parishes  is  much  the  ssme  as 
reported  last^  year ;  a  few  communicants  have 
been  added,  an^l  religious  influence  haa  in  some 
degree  increased  amons  the  membera.  Baptisms 
44 — marriages  5— deatns  7 — communicants  80— 
Sunday  Schools  7— Sunday  scholars  400. 

Augusta  parish.  The  state  of  thia  paridi  is 
nearly  the  same  as  at  the  last  report.  The  rector 
has  nothing  very  interesting  to  communicate ;  but, 
taking  all  circumstances  together,  thinks  the  pros- 
perity of  the  church  is  advancing.  Marriagea  10 
— baptisms  11 — funerals  3— communicanta  25. 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Alexandria.  The  rector  re- 
ports, that  the  affairs  of  the  church  are  in  an  im- 
proving condition,  l^he  congregation  are  regular 
and  devout  in  their  attendance  upon  public  wor- 
ship, and,  it  is  hoped,  are  increasing  in  piety  and 
attachment  to  the  principles  of  the  church,  as  well 
as  in  numbers.  There  is  a  Sunday  School  at- 
tached to  the  church,  in  which  upwarda  of  100 
children  are  instructed  in  the  rudiments  of  knowl- 
edge, and  in  the  Bible  and  hturgy.  A  Female 
Society  has  been  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  tesch- 
ing  female  children  to  sew,  knit,  &c. ;  of  supply- 
ing the  most  indigent  among  them  with  clothra, 
and,  in  general,  of  cultivating  in  them  the  princi- 
ples ana  habits  of  knowledge,  industry,  and  vir 
tue.  Communicants  about  160— baptisms,  inda 
ding  8  adults,  60 — marriages  19— funerals  16. 

Henrico  Church,  Richmond  Hill.  The  congre- 
gation has  much  increased  in  numbers  within  the 
past  year,  and  its  present  prospects  are  highly  flat- 
tering^ to  all  concerned.  Marriages  7— haptims 
10.  Several  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
number  of  communicants;  but»  through  deaths 
and  removals,  the  aggregate  number  has  rather 
diminished  than  incrcam  since  the  last  report ; 
it  is  at  present  about  35. 

St.  James's  parish,  Meckkmbuir  county.  The 
rector  (^  this  parish  has  the  satia&ctioQ  tp  report 


^ 


tkm  of  the  people  to  the  two  additioiial  ptMchiot 
then  reported  oontiiMMit  and  in  the  liiea 
■  Bcraeiiiiff  fwoiir  ie  DMOuleeted. 
of  4  edulte,  hwde  of  Amiliee,  faM 
mede  to  the  nomber  of  commuiurente^  and, 
ee  he  tnute  end  believeei  fiom  the  ea:ving  coime- 
tiom  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  A  Smiday  SehooL  very 
ivmuably  leported  at,  fans  been  eetibliihed  in  a 
lentute  eotner  of  the  pariah,  by  the  Mai  endear^ 
peetneei  of  one  of  the  weinheri  of  the  upper  con- 
mgation ;  fkom  which  a  neigfabonriiood  very  dee- 
Btate  of  leliKimhietrQctiQn,  it  ie  hoped,  wiUde- 
fivn  iMtiny  Benefit.  Two  of  the  cownwinicanta 
having  reaBoved,  the  nomber  ie  now  37— mairiafea 
jS— bapcianie,  inchiding  16  black  children.  So— 
^■nenleSw 

Leede  and  Dettingen  pariahee,  Prince  William 
AmnCy.  Leede  ia  in  a  more  floonriUDg  conditian 
^han  whan  lait  reported.  In  Dettingen  no  mate- 
rial  change  hee  taken  place  within  the  laat  two 
yeere ;  there  have  been  85  marriaget  and  20  bap- 
|ieni»--caBmonicanta89:  within  the  above  period 
Ihere  have  been  several  removals  and  deatha. 

Onoaei  Lbhoh,  Chairman. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenacioft, 
<he  fioUowin^  reeolation  waa  adopted,  to  wit  >— 

Whenae  it  appears  by  the  reiporta  from  the 
different  veetriee,  on  the  proceedmga  had  under 
Ihe  leeolationa  of  the  laat  Convention  on  the 
^object  of  the  Bishope*  Foud,  tibat  untoward 
jdrcmnatancee  and  me  preseore  of  the  times 
jdooe  have  prevented  a  full  compliance  Mrith 
|he  aaid  reeolutions ;  but  it  appears  that  the 
liariahee  are  disposed  to  give  their  aid  to  carry 
Ihem  into  effect,  therefore,  be  it  Hesolved  by 
|his  Convention,  That  it  be  recommeDded  to 
Che  different  vestries  to  proceed  to  carry  into 
^ect  the  object  of  the  raid  resolutions,  in  the 
manner  in  their  judgment  best  calculated  to 
ensure  success,  and  make  report  to  each  en- 
auing  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abraham  Shepherd, 

Reeolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every 
minister  of  this  diocess  to  make  a  register  of 
each  adult  member  within  his  cure,  agreeably 
to  the  40th  canon  of  the  General  Convention. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Wilmer,  from  the  committee 
on  the  state  of  the  church,  made  the  following 
report,  via. : — 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church 
beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  Convention  the 
admtion  of  the  following  resolution : — 

Kesolved,  That  the  standing  committee  be 
requested  to  take  into  consideration  the  consti- 
tution and  canona  of  the  church,  to  revise  the 
same,  with  the  different  amendments  made  to 
them,  to  examine  what  further  amendments  are 
required,  and  to  make  report  to  the  next  Con- 
vention. 

The  said  reeolution  waa  agreed  to  by  the 
Convention. 

Mr.  Mayo,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
count  the  votes  for  the  trustees  of  the  Theoloffi- 
cal  School,  reported,  that  the  following  gentle- 
men, via. :  {he  Rev.  Mr.  Wihner,  Mr/Kavens- 
croft,  Mr.  Meade,  Mr.  Norris,  Mr.  M'Guire, 
Mr.  Lowe,  and  Mesars.  Burwell  Baasett,  Will- 
M^ro,  Hugh  Mercer,  John  Gimy,  Carter  | 


^e  CJMnatiwmewM 

Prtiyere  wnre  read  by  te 
a  aennon  by  the  hiriiap. 

The  Cenfeotioii  Mat 
ment. 

The  Rer.  Mr.  WHoMr  olfciii 
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Reeolved,  That  the  ^ 

the  relief  oif  the  widowe  rad  oiplMie  ef  d»> 
ceaeed  cleigymeB  of  the  Epiecoyel  Chinhrf 
Virginia,  be  amherind  to  tmtfmmL  «fli  te 
beat  praeticaUe  lenw,  with  any 
scribera,  for  arreara  which  may 
and  which  it  ia  alleged  cannolMNvbe 
which  reeolntion  wee  agreed  lo  hy  the 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waito, 

Ordered,  That  760  eopiee  of  the  JovmI  tf 
this  Convention  be  printed,  and  dkbibairf  If 
the  secretary  amoitf  the  pamlwib  vdtar  m 
aop|Mrintendenee  of  tae  btdiap. 

The  following  reaolettai  was  oOeied  fey  Ite 
Rev.  Mr.  Meade,  and  agreed  to  fagr  dM  Oomfr 
tion,  via.  :— 

Reeolved,  That  the  treeeorer  be  dinelri  m 
pay  annually  to  the  biahop  and  ptemdentefte 
standing  committee  the  amoimft  of  poilMe  4i 
all  lettera  and  official  cemmnnkafiom;  M 
aleo  that  one  hundred  doOan  bo  paid  lo  ift 
biahop  for  past  eipeneee  of  poetago. 

Ine  fbuowing  reeehitton  wee  adnptei  m 
motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  RaveDeenft^  viL  >• 
Whereas  Evan  Raeland,  of  the  paiiah  of  A» 
trim,  and  county  of  Haliifax,  did,  by  his  lart  wB 
and  testament,  devise  to  tlie  Preeident,  Mm* 
ters,  and  Professors  of  the  College  of  WiUiM 
and  Msry,  in  trust  for  the  Protestant  rpisrnpj 
Church  in  Virginia,  dec.,  certain  landa  wd 
other  property :  And  whereas  the  said  devao. 
was  resisted  by  the  heir-at-law  of  the  aaid  Siai 
Ra^Iand,  and  a  suit  has  been  instituted  on  tin 
subject,  which  is  now  depending  in  the  Cool 
of  Appeals,  on  an  appeal  trom  a  decree  of  thi 
Chancery  Court  of  Lynchburg,  in  &voor  of  thi , 
claims  of  the  church  :  And  whereaa  it  ia  of  thi ' 
greatest  importance  to  the  credit  and 
of  the  church,  that  evexy  ground  of 
should  be  done  sway ;  therefore,  be  it  ]|» 
solved.  That  John  Nelson,  jr.  and  Wm.  L^^ 
be  empowered  to  make  a  compnmuse  widi  tti 
heirs  of  said  Evan  Rsgland,  ao  aa  to  avoid  thi 
evil  arising  from  keepmg  alive  the  prejodk^ 
which  are  now,  it  is  hopM,  dying  away. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huf  h  Nelson, 

Resolved,  That  the  five  gentlemen  who  f^ 
ceived  the  greatest  number  of  votee  ae  d4^ 
gates  to  the  General  Convention,  be  amnMl 
members  of  the  board  of  trustees  to^sitW 
ological  Seminaiy  ;  whereupon  the  fettow^f 
gentlemen  were  declared  elected,  and  thenMB 
nominated  aa  trustees,  via. :  the  Rev.  WiBmi 
H.  Wilmer,  the  Rev.  John  S.  Rarenacroft,  ihp 
Rev.  William  Meade,  Meaara.  Hugh  MeiMit 
and  Edmund  L  Lee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waite, 

Reeolved,  That  the  thanka  of  thio 
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be  presented  to  the  citixene  of  Charlottetrille 
and  its  ▼icinity  for  their  hospitality  and  polite- 
ness to  the  members  thereof. 

The  pastoral  address  was  then  read  by  the 
bishop,  which  being  heard, 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ravenscroft, 

Resolved,  That  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore 
be  requested  to  famish  a  copy  of  bis  truly  pas- 
toral address,  to  be  inserted  on  the  minutes  of 
this  Convention. 

The  said  address  is  as  follows  : — 

BasTHRSif, — The  labours  attendant  upon  the 
sacred  and  responsible  office  which  I  hold,  are 
sensibly  alleviated  by  the  encouraging  prospect 
which  our  ecclesiastical  concerns  present  to  my 
view.  Aided  by  a  virtuous  and  evangelical  clerf^y, 
the  church  committed  to  my  charge  is  mcreasing 
in  numbers  and  in  consequence ;  refining  that 
religious  importsnce  to  which  her  scnptural  prin- 
ciples entitle  her,  and  inspiring  with  joy  and  grat- 
itude the  minds  of  her  friends. 

The  order  and  spirituality  which  distinguish 
her  solemn  services,  have  secured  to  her  the  at- 
tschment  and  approbation  of  an  intelligent  com- 
munity. That  respect  to  our  laws  and  to  our 
rulers  inculcated  in  tier  liturgy,  ins[)ires  the  public 
mind  with  confidence  in  the  mtegrity  of  her  prin- 
ciples ;  that  abstraction  from  all  political  concerns 
wliich  marks  the  conduct  of  her  clergy,  and  that 
devotion  to  duty  In'  which  they  are  actuated,  bid 
isir  to  secure  her  future  advancement.  In  almost 
every  direction  to  which  I  bond  my  course,  I  per- 
ceive her  rising  from  the  rum  in  which  she  nos 
been  involved  ;  taking  her  harp  from  the  willows, 
and  proclaiming  the  praises  of  her  Almighty  de- 
liverer. 

The  liberal  subscriptions  to  our  Theological 
School  furnish  us  with  an  undeniable  evidence 
of  the  good-wiU  of  the  conmiunity  ;  and  the  pres- 
ent council  of  the  church  proves  to  a  demonstra- 
tion that  the  representation  I  have  made  is  cor- 
rect. In  1814,  the  Convention  of  this  diuccss  con- 
tained the  names  of  only  seven  clergymen ;  while 
the  aasembly  I  am  now  addressing  includes  in  its 
namber  twenty-three  ministers  of  the  gospel. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  Convention  in  Norfolk, 
I  croesed  the  bay  to  the  eastern  shore  of  this  state, 
end  preached  in  three  places  in  the  county  of 
Noitiuimjpton,  and  also  in  three  places  in  the 
^Kinty  ot  Accomack.  In  Accomack  I  consecrated 
to  the  service  of  Almighty  God  a  large  and  ele- 
gant church,  and  administered  the  holy  rite  of 
confirmation.  In  the  month  of  July  I  went  to 
the  city  of  Williamsburg  in  company  with  the 
Her.  Mr.  Ravenscroft,  in  which  place  we  were 
joined  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Low,  of  Norfolk,  both  of 
which  gentlemen  officiated  in  the  church ;  but 
my  own  labours  were  arrested  by  the  unfavoura- 
ble state  of  the  weather.  In  the  month  of  August 
I  left  Richmond  on  my  way  to  the  upper  coun- 
try ;  visited  Aletendria,  preached  in  both  churches, 
oraained  four  deacons,  and  administered  the  LonPs 
Supper. 

From  Alexandria  I  went  to  Leesburg,  at  which 
place  I  preached  to  a  large,  attentive,  and  deeply 
impressed  auditory.  I  then  passed  on  to  Charles- 
town,  in  JefTerson  county,  at  which  nince  I  also 
preached.  Leaving  Charlestown,  I  nastened  to 
Shepherdstown,  in  the  same  county,  and  there  1 
also  officiated.  From  Shepherdstown  1  went  to 
■  chapel  at  the  North  Mountain,  where  I  preached 
to  a  laige  congregation.  From  the  Nortn  Moun- 
t$jn  I  proceeded,  in  company  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Lippit,  to  Martiittburg,  at  which  place  1  pmached 
ferioe  on  the  Sabbath  to  large  and  attentive 


congregations,  and  administered  the  rite  of  con- 
firmation. I  then  passed  (m  to  the  church  at 
Mill  Creek,  in  wfaicn  place,  notwithstanding  the 
weather  was  very  rainy,  I  preached  to  a  devoat 
and  respectable  congregation.  Frmn  Mill  Creek  I 
went  to  Winchester,  where  I  also  officiated,  and 
was  assisted  in  the  service  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Meade. 

The  county  of  Hampshire  formed  the  next  ob- 
ject of  my  attention,  in  which  district  I  preached 
m  three  different  places.  In  Hampshire,  brethren, 
but  two  or  three  years  since,  we  had  not  a  single 
place  of  worship  belonging  to  our  communion : 
through  the  laborious  efforts,  however,  of  the 
Rev.  Norman  Nash,  there  are  now  two  respecta- 
ble churches.  From  Hampshire  I  returned  to 
Winchester,  at  which  place  I  preached  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  was  prevented  the  forthcr  prosecu- 
tion of  my  episcopal  labours  by  a  severe  indispose* 
tion,  which  confined  me  in  the  house  of  Judge 
Holmes  for  fiflren  days. 

I  should  consider  myself  wanting  in  gratitude, 
were  I  to  pass  over  in  silence  the  kind  attentions 
I  received  from  Judge  Holmes  and  his  fiiimly. 
Though  a  stronger,  he  took  me  in,  and  benevo- 
lently furnished  me  with  every  comfort  my  situa* 
tion  reauired.  The  best  medical  aid  was  afforded 
me  bv  Dr.  Barton  of  Winchester,  and  Dr.  Everett 
of  Albemarle,  who,  with  that  liberality  which  has- 
marked  the  conduct  of  my  valuable  friend  and 
family  physician.  Dr.  Trent  of  Richmond,  refused 
any  remuneration.  My  heart  was  c<nnforted  with' 
the  filial  attentions  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Meade  and  Mr. 
Robertson ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Winchester 
conferred  upon  me  every  evidence  of  their  sympe-' 
thy  and  regard. 

After  my  recovery  I  returned  to  Richmond,- 
and  on  my  way  home  passed  a  Sabbath  at  the 
hospitable  mansion  of  my  friend  Col.  R.  Randolph, 
of  Fauquier,  where  I  read  the  service  of  the 
church,  and  delivered  s  discourse  to  his  family. 
I  also  stopped  a  day  in  Hanover,  where  I  preached,- 
and  administered  the  Lord*s  Supper  to  the  ven- 
erable Mrs.  Nelson,  and  many  ot  her  numerooe- 
conncxion.  In  the  autumn  I  visited  Petersbnrgr 
preached,  and  administered  the  rite  of  confirma- 
tion. In  January  I  went  down  into  Gloucester 
county,  and  preached  a  funeral  discourse  on  the 
occasion  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Smith,  the  amiable 
relict  of  one  of  tl^  former  clergy  of  the  diocess, 
and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Tabb. 

Thus,  brethren,  I  have  endeavoured  to  dis- 
charge the  duty  retjuired  at  my  hands  by  the  Al- 
mighty and  his  church.  My  disposition  to  be 
found  at  my  post  is  as  fervent  as  it  has  ever 
been.  My  coru»tant  prayer  to  God  is  oficrod  up' 
for  the  prosperity  of  Zion,  and,  while  I  live,  my 
utmost  efforts  shall  be  excited  in  her  behalf. 

To  ensure  our  future  progress,  my  brethren  of 
the  clergy,  we  u^ust  persevere  in  the  faithful  dis« 
charge  of  our  duty  to  God.  Proclaiming  the  doc- 
tnnes  of  the  cross  ;  preaching  Jesus  Chnst  and 
him  crucified ;  conforming  our  lives  to  the  h<^y 
precepts  we  inculcate  ;  living  m  love  and  in  peace 
with  each  other,  and  with  the  members  of  our 
congregations,  the  God  of  love  and  peace  will  be 
with  us.  "  Th4>  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place 
will  be  glad,  and  tin;  desert  yet  uncultivated  by 
the  spiritual  husbandman  will  rejoice  and  bloss(Mn 
as  the  rose." 

Gentlemen  of  the  laity, — It  is  pleasing  to  ob- 
serve the  unanimity  subsisting  between  the  clergy 
and  yourselves.  We  acknowleilge  you  as  co- 
workers with  us.  and  it  will  always  afford  me  the 
most  heartfelt  delight  to  meet  you  in  our  public 
councils.  Future  generations  will  reap  the  blessed 
efii>cts  of  our  labours  -,  and,  when  our  bodies  are 
slumbering  in  the  grave,  our  children  will 
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altue  upon  whicii  we  lia:fe  ofined  up  the  inoenie 
of  our  oevotiooe. 

Bralliren  of  the  clergy  and  laitj,  I  wish  ybu  a 
happy  interview  with  your  Hmilim,  and  may  the 
Lorabe  with  you  ail ! 

FrayeiB  were  read  by  the  hiahop,  and. 


On  BOtkD  of  Mr.  L««» 

The  Convention  adjonnid,  to  mmI 
aecood  Tneeday  in  UijmMt,  it  Lt|i 
liOadouB  county. 

RicsASD  CmAwmtm  ik 
Biihop  of  the  Pm.  Ejpii,  01 
Virginia. 

Toeto,      EnwABP  CoLaroVy  8ae.  jm 


JmnMl  of  Ut€  Proceeding*  of  a  CotnetUitm  of  Ae  PrdetUmi  Epioeopol  Ckmrtk  tf  § 
ukiek  auemUed  1  Leeeburg,  m  Uu  dmrnty  nf  hemiamm^  on  TueUay^  the  l9AifMU§t 


At  a  meeting  of  aConvention  of  the  Proteatant 
EpMCOpal  Church  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  held 
at  Leeeburg,  in  the  county  of  Loudoun,  on  Tues- 
day, the  ISthdaj  of  May,  in  the  tear  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand' eight  hundred  and  twentjr-three, 

A  aofficieut  number  of  members  to  constitute 
a  Convention  appearing,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Her.  Richaid  Channing  Moore,  D.  D., 
of  this  dioeess,  who  was  prevented  from 
ling  by  the  sickness  of  his  family,  the  Rev. 
William  11.  '^^^hner,  D.  D.,  waa  elected,  by  joint 
baOot  of  the  clerical  and  lay  deputies,  in  con- 
fiMrmity  with  the  canona  of  the  church,  president 
pro  tempore  of  this  ConTontion,  and  accordingly 
took  hia  aeat  aa  such. 
The  following  cUnrgymen,  entitled  to  eeate  in 
Conrantion,  appeared  and  took  theb  seata, 


The  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Wilmer,  St  Paul's  Church, 
Alexandria ;  the  Rev.  Oliver  Norris,  Christ 
Church,  Fairfax  parish,  Alexandria ;  the  Rev. 
John  Dunn,  Shelburne  parish,  Loudoun  county  ; 
the  Rev.  William  Meade,  Chapel,  Frederick 
parish ;  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft,  St. 
James's  parish,  Mecklenburg  county ;  the  Rev. 
William  Steel,  Dettingen  and  Leeds  parish, 
Prince  William  county ;  the  Rev.  John  Arai- 
atrong.  Wheeling,  Ohio  county  ;  the  Rev.  Fred- 
erick W.  Hatch,  Fredericksville  parish,  Albe- 
marle county ;  the  Rev.  Robert  Prout,  Princess 
Anne  county ;  the  Rev.  A  inos  C.  Treadway, 
Lynchburg  ;  the  Rev.  John  H.  Wingfield,  Ports- 
mouth pansh,  Norfolk  county ;  the  Rev.  Charles 
H.  Psge,  Kanawha  county ;  the  Rev.  Reuel 
Keith,  Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg;  the  Rev. 
John  J.  Robertson,  Frederick  parish,  Winchester ; 
the  Rev.  Josias  Clapham,  St.  Paul's  parish,  King 
Georee  county,  and  Washington  parish,  West- 
moreland ;  the  Rev.  Stephen  W.  Prestmon, 
Dumfries  parish,  Prince  William,  and  Aquia 
parish,  Stanford. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  William  Steel,  the 
Rev.  John  Armstrong,  and  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee, 
be  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  cer- 
tificates of  appointments  of  the  lay  deputies. 
The  said  committee  then  withdrew,  and,  after 
aome  time,  returning  into  the  house,  presented 
the  following  report : — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
certificates  of  the  lay  delegates,  have,  according 
to  order,  examined  the  aame,  and  report  that 
the  following  persons  have  been  duly  dected  as 
Uy  delegntes  to  this  Convention  : — 


St  Jamea'a  pari^,  MeckWftbmR  Johi: 
jr. ;  Chriat  Church,  Alexandria,  Fiaiifa 
£diDDund  J.  Lee;  Hamflton  paiiabt  ^ 
Robert  Randolph  and  EUaa  EdoMai 
Martin's  pariah,  Hanover,  Carter  Bniloil 
Anne*a  pariah,  Eaeex,  James  M.  Ctan 
Robert  P.  Waring;  Frederick  ftnk, 
Nelson  and  ObedWaite;  nuiah«fljrai 
Princeas  Ajme  county,  jDunmer  \k 
Staunton  congregation,  Augnata,  Edwwi 
tine,  jr. ;  Henrico  pariah,  Cbaiies  F.  1 
South  Famfaun  pariah,  Eaeex  coontot 
Young  and  Thomaa  L.  Latino ;  Leodi 
PrinceWiUiam, Carter R Fontaine;  8tG 
parish,  Fredericksborg,  Robert  Lnrii ; ' 
bor^  psrish,  Isaac  Newton  Wfaiting ;  81 
nmsh,  Loudoun  county,  Lodwefl  Lee ;  8l 
Church,  Alexandria,  Humphrey  Peaks 
Church,  pariah  of  St  Andrew*^  Ji 
Bushrod  C.  Washington. 

The  committee  further  report,  That  i 
cate  purporting  to  be  from  the  vestry  of 
parish,  held  on  the  10th  day  of  thia  m 
the  Falls  Church,  purporting  to  appoo 
Moore  as  a  lay  delegate  to  this  Con' 
having  been  presented,  the  committee 
opinion,  if  there  is  an  Episcopal  eo 
tion  belonging  to  that  church,  then  il 
der  the  government  of  the  vestry  who  1 
pointed  Edmund  J.  Lee  to  represent  thai 
The  committee  are  therefore  of  opini 
the  said  John  Moore  is  not  entitlea  to 

m 

in  this  Convention,  as  a  delegate  from 
parish. 

The  said  report  being  read,  was,  on  (li 
tion  put  thereupon,  approved  by  the  Con' 

On  motion  made  and  secoiKied, 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bryan, 
Rev.  Mr.  Armstrong,  of  the  dioeess  of  Mi 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jtmes,  of  the  eastern 
be  invited  to  accept  of  honorary  aeati 
Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Nelson,  Mi 
Nelson,  Mr.  Obed  Waite,  and  Doctor  Hi 
Peake,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  < 
the  treasurer's  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ran 
the  Rev.  William  Meade,  the  Rev.  Oli^ 
ris,  Mr.  James  M.  Gamett,  Mr.  Ludw* 
Mr.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  and  Mr.  Roberl 
be  a  committee  to  take  into  considers 
sUte  of  the  church  in  this  dioeess, 
thereupon  to  this  Convention. 
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On  motion,  Ordered,  Thtt  the  Rev.  William 
B.  Wiioier  be  added  to  that  committee. 

OnUred,  That  Mr.  Edward  Valentine,  Mr. 
Urarmer  Hoggard,  and  Mr.  Henry  Young,  be  a 
Mmmittee  to  examine  the  accounta  of  the  treaa- 
ver  of  the  Prayer-Book  and  Tract  Society  of 
Yirgima. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  John  J.  Robertaon, 
fte  Rev.  Robert  Prout,  Dr.  Carter  Berkeley, 
md  Mr.  Philip  Nelaon,  be  a  conmiittee  to  ex- 
amine the  state  of  the  fund  for  support  of  wid- 
owa  of  deceased  clergymen. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ilev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch, 
the  Rev.  Revel  Keith,  the  Rev.  John  H.  Wing- 
fioid,  the  Rev.  Josiaa  Clapham,  and  the  Rev. 
Stephen  W.  Preetman,  be  a  committee  to  ex- 
amme  the  parochial  reports. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ludwell  Ijee,  Mr.  Robert 
Randolph,  and  Mr.  Robert  Lewis,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  account  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  fund  for  the  permanent  support  of  the 
qiiacopate  in  thia  diocess. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee, 
and  aecooded  by  the  Rev.  William  Steel,  that 
tlie  deliberations  of  this  Convention  be  conduct- 
ad  with  closed  doors : — 

Whereupon,  the  question  being  put,  was  de- 
tflsmined  in  the  negative. 

Co  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  Steel, 

Resohred,  That  the  rules  of  order  adopted  by 
tlie  laat  Convention  for  the  government  of  their 
ptoceadings,  be  the  rules  of  proceeding  during 
the  preeent  Convention.* 

The  seaaion  waa  then  suspended,  for  the  pur- 
poee  of  attending  divine  service  by  the  Kev. 
tir.  W*mgfield,  and  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  John 
8.  Ravenscroft,  after  which  the  Convention 
again  aaaembled. 

On  motion,  the  treasurer  received  the  follow- 
ing eootribntions  from  sundry  pariahes  of  this 
vii.  i~~ 


St  Fnil'a  Choxeh,  Alexandria,  Mr. 

Wihner,  -        -        -        -  $25  00 

Chiiat  Chnrch,  Fairfax  parish,  Ed- 
mund J.  Lee,     -        •        •        •    30  00 

Fraderick  panah,  Obed  Waite,        -    30  00 

Shalbiiina  pariah,  Tioudonn,  Ludwell 

Lae, 30  00 

St  James's  panah,  Mecklenburg,  John 

Nelson, 30  00 

Beitingen  and  Leeds  parish,  Prince 

WilEam,  Carter  B.  Fontaine,      -      5  00 

Princess  Anne  county,  Lynnhaven 

parish,  Mr.  Hogmd,  •        -     22  00 

Lynchburg  pariahTMr.  Whiting,      -    30  00 

Portamoutn    parish,    Norfolk,    Mr. 

WingfiaU»         -  -     10  75 

Bmtab  pariah,   Williamsburg,  Mr. 

Keith, 20  00 

St  Martin's  parish,  Hanover,  Dr. 

Berkeley,  -        -  -    20  00 

Hamilton  pariah,  Faoqoier,  Ellas  Ed- 
monds,       25  00 


Amoont  earned  forward. 


$277  75 


*  Tida  Jomoali  of  last  Convention. 


Anurant  brought  forward,  $277  75 

St.  Anne's  pariah,  Essex,  Mr.  Gar- 

nett, 30  00 

Staunton  congregation,  Augusta,  Mr. 

Valentine,  -        -        -        •     10  00 

South  Famham  parish,  Essex,  Mr. 

Young, 20  00 

St.  George's  parish,  Fredericksburg, 

Mr.  Lewis,  -  -  -  -  20  00 
Zion  Church,  St.  Andrew's  parish, 

Jefferson,  Mr.  Washington,  -     15  00 

Christ  Church,  Norfolk,  Mr.  Ravens* 

croft, 30  00 

Bristol  parish.  Prince  George,  do.  30  00 
Dumfries  pariah,  Prince  Wifliun,  Mr. 

Prestman,  -        -        -     16  00 


$448  76 


Mr.  John  Nelson,  jr.,  in  pursuance  of  a  res- 
olution of  the  last  Convention,  on  the  subject 
of  a  compromise  with  the  he;rs  of  Evan  Kag- 
land,  deceased,  presented  a  report,  which  waa 
read,  as  follows  : — 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  last  Con- 
vention, authorizing  me,  together  with  William 
Leigh,  Esq.,  of  Huifax,  to  propose  to  the  heira 
of  Evan  Ragland,  deceaseo,  a  compromise  of 
the  controversy  depending  with  them  in  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  I  went  to  the  county  of 
Halifax  in  the  month  of  February,  when  I  as- 
certained that  no  compromise  couki  be  effected 
at  that  time,  in  consequence  of  one  of  the  heira 
being  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Kentudtv,  who^ 
although  written  to  for  that  purpose,  had  ^ven 
no  authority  to  any  person  to  settle  it  in  his  be- 
half. It  is  proper  I  should  inform  the  Conven- 
tion, that  another  bar  to  a  compromise  exists, 
in  the  infancy  of  some  of  the  heirs.  I  will  also 
state,  that  those  of  the  heirs  with  whom  I  con- 
ferred on  the  subject  are  not  disposed  to  yiekk 
any  part  of  what  they  claim ;  being  aware  of 
the  advantage  they  have  in  a  contest  with  tha 
church,  in  consequence  of  her  not  being  recog- 
nised by  the  courts  as  a  legally  existing  body. 

John  Nklson,  jr. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  said  report  ba 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Wilmer,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
revise  and  amend  the  canona  of  the  church  in 
this  diocess,  reported.  That,  according  to  order, 
the  said  committee  had  considered  the  subject, 
and  proposed  the  following  resolution  for  adop- 
tion by  this  Convention*  viz.  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  10th  canon  be  amended^ 
by  striking  out  the  words,  **  five  members,"  in 
the  concluding  paragraph,  and  inserting,  in  lieu 
thereof,  **  a  majority  ot  the  whole  nunmer." 

The  said  resolution  being  read,  waa,  on  tha 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  house. 

The  Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire,  of  St  George^a 
parish,  Fredericksburg,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the*  Rev.  Mr.  M'Guire  be 
added  to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  tha 
church. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  Meade, 
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RMolred,  That  a  committee  to  rerise  and 
■upeiintend  a  republication  of  the  constitation 
and  canoni  of  the  church  in  this  dioceu,  as 
amended  by  the  present  and  former  Conven- 
tions, be  appointed ;  and  that  the  constitution 
and  canons  so  revised  be  published  with  the 
Journal  of  the  present  Convention. 

Ordered,  Thst  the  secretary  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  the  Rev.  William  H.  Hart,  of  the  city 
of  Richmond,  be  the  committee  to  make  the  said 
revisal  and  republication. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  Convention  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow  morning,  half  past  8 
o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  14,  1823. 

The  Convention  met  sccording  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
William  Meade. 

The  Rev.  Richard  H.  Barnes,  of  St.  Martin*s 
parish,  Hanover,  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  Convention. 

The  following  gentlemen  produced  certificates 
of  appointment  as  lay  deputies,  which,  being 
read,  were  approved,  in  conformity  with  the 
canons ;  whereupon,  they  took  their  seats  as 
members  of  this  Convention,  viz. : — 

Mr.  Thomas  G.  Moncure,  for  Aquia  Church, 
Overwharton  parish,  Staflbid  county  ;  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Colston,  for  Norbome  parish,  Berkeley 
county. 

A  petition  of  Mr.  John  Moore  to  this  Conven- 
tion was  presented  and  read,  setting  forth,  that 
he  was,  on  the  iOth  instant,  duly  elected  a  lay 
deputy  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  congre- 
ffation  of  the  Falls  Church,  in  Fairfax  parish, 
m  the  Convention  ;  that,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
meeting,  the  Convention  refused  him  a  seat, 
upon  the  ground  that  the  parish  of  Fairfax  was 
properly  represented  by  members  of  Christ 
Church,  in  Alexandria,  within  the  district  of 
Columbia ;  the  petitioner  represents,  that  in  the 
parish  of  Fairfax  there  are  three  churches  ; 
Christ's,  St.  PauPs,  and  the  Falls  Church; 
that  the  glebe  attached  to  the  said  parish  lay 
within  that  part  of  the  District  of  Columbia  ceded 
by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  the  United  States, 
which  has  since  been  sold,  sgreeably  to  a  law 
of  Congress ;  that  he  verily  believes  that  the 
vestry  from  whom  he  received  his  appointment 
are  organized  agreeably  to  the  canons  of  the 
church,  and  prays  that  the  case  of  the  congre- 
gation at  the  Falls  Church,  in  the  parish  of 
Fairfax,  may  be  reconsidered,  and  such  meas- 
ures be  adopted  as  the  Convention  in  their  wis- 
dom may  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church,  to 
report  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Mr.  John  Nelson,  jr.,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts, 
presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
treasurer's  accounts,  have,  according  to  order, 
had  the  same  under  consideration ;  they  find 
the  account  properly  stated,  and  supported  by 


conrect  vonchert,  leayinff  a  baUmea  m  ftmtf 
of  the  church  of  $888  15  m  the  hands  of  tht 
treasorer.  The  account,  with  Che  aecoinpaiiyo 
inff  -documents,  the  committee  ask  leave  xeapect- 
fuUy  to  submit. 

John  Nclsoii,  Jr.,  Chaiman. 

The  said  report  waa,  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  approved  by  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Valentme,  from  the  committee  to  ezm- 
ine  the  account  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Prayer- 
Book  and  Tract  Society,  presented  a  repoit, 
which  was  read,  as  follows  : — 

Leetburg,  May  14,  18S3. 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts of  the  treasurer  of  the  Prayer-Book  and 
Tract  Society  of  the  Diocess  of  Virginia,  have 
discharged  tnat  duty,  and  find  the  same  to  be 
correct. 

Ed.  Valsntihb,  jr.,  Chairman. 

The  said  report  was,  on  the  question  pot 
thereupon,  approved  by  the  Convention. 

Mr.  William  Mayo,  a  lay  deputy  from  the 
Monumental  Church  in  the  city  of  Richmond, 
produced  a  certificate  of  his  appointment,  in 
conformity  with  the  canons,  and  was  admitted  to 
a  seat  in  this  Convention. 

Mr.  Ludwell  Lee,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  state  of  the  fond  for  the 
permanent  support  of  the  episcopate  in  this  di- 
ocess, presented  a  report,  v^ch  vras  rsad,  m 
follows  : — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  ac- 
count of  the  Bishops'  Fund,  report,  that  since  the 
last  report,  as  appears  by  the  treasurer's  account 
hereto  annexed,  there  have  been  purchased  four 
shnres  of  the  stock  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Al- 
exandria, at  850  a  share ;  that  there  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  agent  of  the  standmg  committee 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  and 
sixteen  cents,  to  be  laid  out  in  hank-stock.  Ths 
committee,  from  information  received  from  one 
of  the  standing  committee,  state  the  fund  at  -this 
time  to  consist  of  thirty-six  shares  of  Fanners' 
Bank  stock,  comprehending  the  four  above  men- 
tioned, six  shares  of  Alexandria  Bank  stock,  at 
8200  a  share,  and  one  share  of  the  Ashby's  Gap 
turnpike  road,  transferred  by  the  Rev.  William 
Meade  to  the  proper  person,  the  nominal  arooont 
of  which  is  8100— making  in  the  whole  the 
sum  of  ^,440.— All  which  is  respectfully  submit- 
ted. 

LuDWBLL  LsK,  Chainnan. 

The  said  report  was,  on  the  question  pot 
thereupon,  approved  by  the  Convention. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  liklmund  J.  I^ee, 
and  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Steel,  that  the  Cov 
vention  do  agree  to  the  following  resolution  :— 

Wbereas  the  efforts  made  for  raising  a  fund 
for  the  support  of  the  bishop  of  this  diocesty 
have,  from  various  causes,  not  been  successful; 

Beit  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  subject  be 
referred  to  the  standing  committee  of  the  die* 
cess,  with  instructions  to  adopt  such  mode  of 
raising  the  necessary  fund  as  shall  appear  to 
them  most  expedient. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereapon, 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  Rev.  John  J.  Robertson,  from  the 
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Ibr  OTMnhring  the  maim  of  the  fund  for 
tht  aDiiMt  of  the  widowt  and  orphana  of  de- 
ccned  clennrnMii,  pfgamted  a  report,  which  waa 
laadt  aa  foUowa  : — 

Thm  eoaunmoe  to  whom  waa  reforred  the  ez- 
imatwm  of  tht  accoanta  of  the  treaaurer  of 
dio  fiinda  for  Ika  relief  of  the  widows  and  or- 
iibuia  of  deceaaed  clergymen  of  the  Epiacopal 
Cborch  of  Virginia,  report.  That  they  have,  ac- 
coffding  to  order,  had  the  aame  under  conaider- 
alioD,  and  find  that  there  ia  in  the  hands  of  the 


-$S,037  78 
ITS  05 


I  per  cent,  atocka, 

6  per  eent.  aiock,  .        .        . 

lOaharoa  of  Faimera'  Bank  of  Al- 

•nndria  atock,  at  $60  per  share, 

being  par  price, 
Ishare  atock  in  i 


Bank  of  Virginia  at 


•   2,000  00 


Caah  in  hand, 

fiobert  Amfavwa's  executor's  note, 
bearing  interest  from  Feb.  28th, 
1822,  until  paid,         .        .        . 

Nolo  received  in  part  of  Albemarle 
collectiona,  bearing  intereat  from 
Jane  24,  1822,  until  paid,    • 


100  00 

$4,809  83 
14  02 


800  00 


60  87 


Whole  amount,  $5,193  72 

All  which  will  appear  more  folly  by  the  ac- 
eowit  of  the  treaaurer,  herewith  filed. 

J.  J.  RoBsaTSON,  Chainnan. 
The  aaid  report  was,  on   the  question  put 
dieraupon,  approved  by  the  Convention. 

The  aeaaion  was  then  suspended,  for  the  pur- 
^  lae  of  attending  divine  service  by  the  Rev.  Oi- 
lier Norria,  and  a  aermon  by  the  Rev.  William 
H.  Wilmer,  after  which  the  aession  waa  re- 


The  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft,  from  thecom- 
■JCtoe  on  die  atate  of  the  church,  presented  a 
■pott,  which  waa  read,  as  follows  : — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  refiBrred  the  peti- 
tkn  of  John  Moore,  have,  according  to  order,  had 
die  anbieet  committed  to  them  under  considera- 
lion,  and  \mg  leave  to  report  thereon,  that  there  is 
1  now  in  eiistence  which  provides  for  the 
of  pariahes,  nor  for  more  than  one  repre* 
B  fiom  a  parish.  Your  committee,  previ- 
eoaly  to  having  received  this  petition,  had  prepared 
a  canon  for  the  accommodation  of  all  cases  where 
Ihe  division  of  a  parish  should  be  abeolutely  ne- 
,  and  whicn  they  recommend  for  the  adop> 
the  Convention,  in  the  following  words: — 


^Pariaheg. 


Whereaa,  from  the  great  extent  of  many  of  the 
parisheB  in  this  diocess,  and  from  various  other 
eanaea,  it  nwy  be  for  the  intereat  of  the  church, 
and  for  the  convenience  and  quiet  of  the  people, 
lo  pemui  the  diviaioo  of  aome  of  the  pahshes ; 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  whenever  it  shall 
be  nade  to  appear  to  the  aatisfoction  of  the  Con- 
«mioQ  that  anch  division  ia  expedient,  or  when  the 
daiiie  of  the  people  of  the  pariah  for  such  divia- 
ion  ahall  be  manifealed,  by  reoairing  the  old 
ohnrrhea  or  boilding  new  ones,  electinga  veatry. 
UBiifoimehiy  to  the  regulatiooa  of  the  uurch,  and 
ihnll  prodaee  to  the  ODovntion  the  original  aul^ 


acriptioBa  of  the  veatry  of  the  church  fram  whkdi 
the  application  Ux  the  division  of  a  pariah  is  made, 
to  the  teat  required  by  the  10th  canon,  and  alao 
produce  a  register  of  the  names  of  those  who 
wish  for  a  division  of  the  parish,  on  application  to 
thia  Convention,  such  petitioners  may  be  received 
as  a  distinct  parish. 

The  said  resolution  being  twice  read,  waa, 
on  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
house. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee, 
that  the  Convention  do  agree  to  the  following 
resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  committee  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  aelect  aome 
competent  person  to  call  on  the  different  meoft- 
bers  of  this  church  to  contribute  to  raising  the 
fund  for  the  support  of  the  bishop,  payable  in 
one,  two,  three,  and  four  years. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  conunittee  on  the  suie  of  the  church,  to 
report  their  opinion  to  the  Convention  there- 
upon. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election, 
b^  ballot,  of  eight  delegates  to  represent  thia 
diocess  in  the  next  General  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United 
States  ;  whereupon  the  following  gentlemen 
were  duly  elected,  viz.  :  the  Rev.  William  H. 
Wilmer,  the  Hev.  William  Meade,  the  Rev. 
Edward  C.  M'Guire,  the  Rev.  Oliver  Norria, 
Mr.  William  Mayo,  Mr.  Hugh  Mercer,  Mr.  John 
Nelson,  jr.,  and  Mr.  Robert  Lewis. 

The  Convention  also  proceeded,  in  like  man- 
ner, to  the  election,  by  ballot,  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee of  the  church  in  this  diocess  for  the  en- 
suing year;  whereupon  the  following  gentle- 
men were  dul^  elected,  viz. :  the  Rev.  WilUam 
H.  Wilmer,  John  Dunn,  and  Oliver  Norria,  the 
Hon.  Bush  rod  Washington,  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  George  Taylor. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to 
pay  to  each  of  the  delegates  to  the  Genenl  Con- 
vention the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  to  defray  their 
expenses. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  five  gentlemen  who  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  delegatea 
to  the  General  Convention,  be  appointed  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  trustees  to  the  General  The- 
ological Seminary;  whereupon  the  following 
gentlemen  were  declared  elected,  and  therennon 
nominated  aa  trustees,  viz. :  the  Rev.  Will, 
iam  H.  Wilmer,  the  Rev.  William  Meade,  the 
Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire,  Mr.  William  Mayo, 
and  Mr.  Hugh  Mercer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Obed  Waite,  seconded  by 
the  Rev.  John  Armstrong, 

Resolved,  That  the  next  meetins  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  Protestant  Episcopiu  Church  for 
the  Diocess  of  Virginia  shall  be  neld  at  Staun- 
ton, in  the  county  of  Augusta. 

And  then  the  Convention  adionmed,  to  meet 
again  to-morrow  morning,  at  half  peat  8  o*clock. 

TBuasoAT,  Mat  16,  1823. 
The  Convention  DMt  according  to  adjoum- 
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mant,  and  was  opened  with  pnyer  by  the  Rer. 
John  Armstrong. 

Mr.  RaYenscrod,  from  the  committee  on  the 
atate  of  the  church,  to  whom   the  resolution 

Jesterday  proposed  on  the  subject  of  the  Bishops* 
^und  was  referred,  presentod  a  report,  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  John  Nelson,  jr.,  was  order- 
ed to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Oliver  Norris, 

Resolved,  Thai  the  travelling  expenses  of  the 
Rev.  John  Dunn,  in  attending  the  meetings  of 
the  standing  committee,  be  paid  by  the  treas- 
nrer,  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ldmund  J.  Lee, 

Resolved,  That  the  travelling  expenses  of  the 
secretary  of  the  Convention  be  paid  in  like 
manner. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscroft, 

Ordered,  That  760  copies  of  the  Journal  of 
thia  Convention,  with  the  revised  canons  and 
constitution  annexed,  be  printed,  and  distributed 
by  the  secretary  among  the  parishes,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  bishop. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravenscrofl, 

Resolv^,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention 
be  presented  to  the  citizens  of  Leesburg,  for 
their  hospitality  and  kindness  to  the  members 
thereof. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Oliver  Norris, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  Convention  be  presented  to  the  ministers 
and  elders  of  other  congregations  of  Christians 
in  the  town  of  Leesburg,  for  their  brotherly 
kindness  in  offering  the  use  of  their  churches  to 
the  ministers  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
during  the  session  of  the  present  Convention. 

On  motions  severally  made, 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to 
psy  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  to  the  doorkeeper 
of  this  Convention,  for  his  services  during  the 
present  session ;  and  the  sum  of  seven  dollars 
to  the  person  who  officiated  as  doorkeeper  to 
the  Convention  at  Charlottesville,  in  the  county 
of  Albemarle. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  state  of  the  church,  this  day  presented,  was 
taken  up  and  read,  as  follows  : — 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church, 
to  whom  was  committed  the  consideration  of  the 
annexed  resolution,  have  had  the  same  under 
examination,  and  beg  leave  to  recommend  to 
the  Convention  the  adoption  of  the  same,  as 
a  measure  calculated  to  nave  a  beneficial  influ- 
ence on  the  proposed  object. 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  committee  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  select  some 
competent  person  to  call  on  the  different  mem- 
bers of  this  church  to  contribute  to  raising  the 
fund  for  the  support  of  the  bishop,  payable  in 
one,  two,  three,  and  four  years. 

And  the  question  being  put  upon  agreeing  to 
the  said  resolution,  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative—Ays   19,  Noes  22. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee, 

Ordered,  That  the  ays  and  noes  upon  the 
said  question  be  inserted  in  the  journal. 

The  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  voted  in  the 
affirmative  are,  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wihner, 


s 


Olkm  Noma,  John  S.  RawwMouft,  Williia 
StM  John  AnnstiDng,  Robert  Proot,  John  H. 
WmgfieU,  Charlea  H.  Page,  and  John  J.  Rob- 
ertaon ;  Measn.  EdmmMi  J.  Lee,  JanaaM.  Gu- 
nett,  Thnrmer  Hogsaid,  Edwaid  VaknIiBe, 
Charlea  F.  Mercer,  lienry  Yonng,  Cartar  B. 
FonUine,  Robert  Lewia,  laeac  N.  Whiting,  and 
Edward  CoUton— 19. 

And  the  namea  of  the  gentleinen  i^  voted 
in  the  negative  are,  the  Rer.  John  Donn,  WiU- 
iam  MeiMe,  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  Amoa  C 
Treadway,  Reuel  Keith,  Joaiaa  Clanhain,  Sio- 
phen  W.  Preatman,  Richard  H.  namsa,  and 
Edward  C.  M'Guire;  Meaara.  John  Nelaon, 
jr.,  Robert  Randolph,  Eliaa  Edmooda,  Rob- 
ert P.  Waring,  Phflip  Nelaon,  Obed  Wtite, 
Thoroaa  L.  I^tine,  Lodwell  Lee,  Hnaphny 
Peske,  Busbrod  C.  Waahington,  William  fti^e, 
Thomaa  G.  Moocore,  and-^iter  Betkaiay    W. 

llie  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  from  theeon- 
mittee  to  whom  the  paiochial  repofta  were  re- 
ferred, preaented  a  report,  which  waa  read,  la 
follows : — 

Thecommittee  oo  the  anbject  of  the  fi^'H*' 
reporta,  beg  leave  to  nreaent  the  following  con- 
densed statement  of  the  raporta  thnt  kive  htm 
submitted  to  them. 

The  rector  of  Christ  Church,  Fhii^  P«nbi 
represents  the  congr^Uon  aa  having  andetfAM 
no  material  change  since  the  laat  report ;  la  de- 
vout in  their  attention  to  the  public  eervioes  of  thi 
church,  and,  aa  he  hopea,  improving  in  Cbmda 
graces  and  virtnea.  Commnnicanta  ara  111001 
one  hundred  and  twenty — ^ptiima  about  Sarty- 
five. 

The  congresation  at  Lynchburg  haa  but  leesDUj 
received  the  blessing  of  a  stated  miniatry.  It  his 
been  regularly  organued  under  the  present  rector, 
who  has  also  in  charge  two  congre^tions  in  ttia 
neighbourhood,  one  of  which  haa  it  in  conteo^ili- 
tion  to  build  a  church ;  and  it  is  expected  that  a 
church  will  also  be  erected  st  Lynchburg,  and  by 
the  other  congregation  in  which  he  offidatea. 
l*he  rector  reports,  that  the  service  is  well  attend* 
ed  in  all  these  places,  and  he  is  encotuaged  to 
hope  that  his  labour  will  not  be  in  vain  in  ths 
Lord.    Baptisms  two. 

St.  James's  Church,  Leesburg,  Shelbnme  psr 
ish.  Baptisms  seventeen — marrisges  six — borisb 
two — communicants  about  thirty-six,  and  one  per- 
son of  colour.  An  accession  of  one  person  to  tbs 
number  of  communicants  has  laken  place  within 
the  year.  This  congrcgaticm  are  regular  in  attend- 
ance on  divine  service,  and  the  rector  is  encour- 
aged to  hope  that  they  are  improving  in  Chnstisn 
piety. 

Detting^n  and  Leeds  parishes.  Prince  WilliaD, 
continue  m  much  the  same  state  aa  when  last  re- 

Eorted.  The  public  buildings  at  Haymarket  have 
een  purchased  for  a  church,  parsonage,  and 
schoolhouse.  A  new  church  has  oeen  erected  in 
Dettingen  parish.  Communicants  the  same  ss  be- 
fore, except  four  removed  and  three  admitted— 
baotisms  eighteen— marriages  thirteen. 

Parish  of  Frederick.  Communicants  one  hun- 
dred— baptisms  fourteen — funerala  niav^n — n***^ 
ria^s  seven. 

Portsmouth  parish.  The  rector  of  this  paririi  is 
happy  in  having  it  to  say,  that  the  atate  of  h» 
charge  has  suffered  nothing  since  his  last  report. 
The  church  has  been  put  in  neat  and  ccMnfortabla 
repair,  and  the  congregation  haa  sonoewhat  in- 
creased. There  have  been  ten  added  to  the  lirt 
of  hia  cooununicanta ;  all  of  whom,  he  haa 
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m  of  the  namber  of  fuch  as  shall  ha  n- 
mununicants  eighteen— -baptisms  flben 
Is  nine — marriafes  five, 
roe  parish,  Berkeley  county.  Communi- 
iiet]r-seTen — baptisms  thirty-one— burials 
larhages  three. 

mes*s  parish,  Mecklenburg.  The  state 
Mirish  continues  to  improve.  Since  the 
iventitm  a  Bible  Society  has  been  formed 
into  operation,  with  hopes  of  considerable 
0.  The  parish,  however,  has  to  deplore, 
«th  of  Col.  Samuel  Goode,  the  loss  of  a 
omplary  man,  steadfut  churchman,  and 
linstian.  Communicants  forty — baptisms 
ir,  one  an  adult— marriages  seven, 
laven  parish,  Princess  Anne.  The  ves- 
ia  parish  have  repaired  their  edifices  lor 
onoip.  The  congregation  is  attentive  to 
I  preached.  Nineteen  persons  have  been 
I  the  original  number  of  communicants, 
«s  but  three  when  the  present  rector  en- 
»  his  charge ;  and  hopes  of  still  brighter 
anticipatecL  Communicants  nineteen — 
eighteen,  two  adults — ^funerals  seven. 
ta  parish,  Staunton.  Since  the  last  re- 
rw  communicants  have  been  added ;  and 
used  attachment  has  been  manifested  to 
Btts  of  the  church.  Communicants  about 
•baptisms  seven — ^funerals  five — marha- 

irtin*s  parish,  Hanover.  The  congrega- 
this  parish  are  not  materiallv  changed 
>  laat  report.  Communicants  unty-five — 
four — ninerals  three— one  marriage. 
Bl*k  parish.  King  George,  and  Washing- 
h.  Westmoreland.  There  have  been  five 
the  Ust  of  communicants  since  the  last 
no : — there  have  been  two  deaths  and  four 
:  the  number  of  communicants  is  now 
iity-nine— baptisms  thirty-two— funerals 
Arriases  six.  In  the  former  parish,  there 
■eaaed  attention  to  the  public  services  of 
:h.  In  the  latter,  a  Sunday  School  has 
It  established,  which  promises  to  be  of 
(uilness. 

Church,  Berkeley  county.  This  church 
hoot  a  pastor,  divine  service  is  performed 
sader.  The  c<mgTegations  are  attentive, 
onsly  engaged  in  the  great  business  of 
OQt  their  salvation.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
reliffion  is  increasing,  and  thst,  in  this 
ar  SHon,  our  God  has  regarded  the  day  of 

DgS. 

'ha  parish.  The  congregation  is  increas- 
mber,  and  has  i^ut  ten  communicants. 
I  three — marriages  one.  At  Coalmouth 
rogation  is  in  a  very  flourishing  state,  and 
B  earnestly  seeking  the  pearl  of  great 
;<»nmunicaots  twelve — baptisms  fifteen, 
lestown  sjod  in  Mason,  it  is  expected 

will  be  built ;  and  there  ia  one  now  build- 
i  mouth  of  Coal.  There  are  two  Sun- 
ola  in  this  |»rish. 

icksville  parish,  Albemarle.  N o  material 
as  taken  place  in  this  parish  since  the 
t.  The  congregation  in  Charlottesville 
tnd  attentive.  At  Walker's  church  the 
tion  is,  ss  usual,  very  small,  the  spirit  of 
ingutriiing,  and  the  neighlxiurhood  gen- 
sents  hot  a  gloomy  prospect.    Within  the 

the  part  of  the  rector's  time  formerU 

the  Green  Mountain  neighbourhooa, 
B  congregation  was  small,  has  been  trans* 

Orange  courthouse,  at  which  place  the 
of  the  church  require  a  minister,  and 
B  coDgrecation  im  large  and  attentive. 
w*M  pariin,  Eaaex.   T^iii  pariah  if  with- 


out a  minister,  but  anxious  to  engage  one.    South 
Famham  parish  is  in  the  same  condition. 

St  George's  parish,  Fredericksburg.    The  plen- 
tiful showers  of  divine  grace  have  fallen,  during 
the  paat  year,  with  bleraed  consequences,  npoa 
this  portion  of  our  Lord's  vineyard,    it  has  been, 
indeed,  a  season  of  refreshing  from  the  presence 
of  the  Lord.    Several  have  been  painfully  con- 
victed of  sin,  snd  anxiously  inqoinng  what  they 
must  do  to  he  saved.    The  number  of  anxious  in- 
quiries has  continued  to  increase,  and  the  deep 
and  painful  convictions  of  some  have  terminated 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  peace  which  paaseth  under- 
sunding.     Others  yet  remain,  who,  weary  and 
heavy  laden,  are  earnestly  seeking  thst  rest  which 
is  prepared  for  the  penitent.    The  rector  antici 
pates,  in  the  end  of  this  good  work,  a  valuable  ac 
cession  of  piety  and  influence  to  the  cause  of  evan- 
gelical truth  among  us,  and  the  addition  of  an  ac 
ceptable  mite  to  that  revenue  of  glonr  which  is 
accruing  to  the  glorifled  Head  of  the  church  from 
the  progress  of  his  cause  upon  earth.    Though 
the  subjects  of  revivals,  in  other  parte  ^  the  Lord'a 
vineyara,  may  have  been  more  numerous,  there 
are  few  instances  in  which  a  revival  has  been 
characterized  by  more  genuine  or  decided  caaea 
of  conversi(m.    Baptisms  in  this  church  during 
the  last  year  amount  to  forty-one,  three  adulta — 
commimicants  one  hundred  and  six,  nine  lost  by 
death  and  removal ;  one  Sumlay  School,  contain- 
ingone  hundred  and  twenty-six  scholars. 

Dumfries  and  Aquia  Churches.  There  are 
pleasiuK  indications  that  the  word  preached  in 
these  churches  is  not  in  vain.  The  congregations 
are  attentive  and  devout ;  and  in  Dumfnea  a  more 
than  coDunon  interest  is  manifested  in  spiritual 
concerns.  The  rector  rejoices  in  the  improving 
prospect  of  his  charge.  A  place  for  public  wor- 
ship has  been  purchased  and  fitted  up  in  Dum- 
fries. Communicants  twenty-two— baptiama  ten 
— marriages  six— deaths  frve.  A  Sabbath  School 
has  been  established.  Aquia  Church,  communi- 
cantseleven — baptisms  six — one  marriage— deaths 
two. 

Wheeling  parish,  Ohio  county.  The  Rev.  John 
Armstrong  has  been  engaged  in  this  station  for 
about  two  years,  and  signal  success  appears  to 
have  attended  his  ministry.  In  this  region,  which 
was  but  lately  *' a  howling  wilderness,^  the  seeds 
of  spintual  life  have  been  sown,  and  the  dewa  of 
divine  grace  have  fallen  with  prolific  virtue.  Un- 
der the  care  of  the  present  pastor,  an  Episcopal 
church  has  been  built  in  the  town  of  Wheeling, 
of  brick,  sixty  feet  by  forty-five,  containing  seven- 
ty-two large  and  commodious  pews,  an  organ,  and 
a  bell.  Ten  miles  from  this  place,  by  the  aealoua 
influence  of  the  same  Rev.  gentleman  and  the 
blessing  of  God,  snother  Episcopal  church  has 
been  built  May  h^ven  bless  the  good  work,  and 
make  the  hearts  of  his  people  to  rejoice !  Com- 
municants twenty-three — baptisms,  sixteen  chil- 
dren and  six  adults— marriagea  sixteen. 

In  St  Paul's  Church,  .Alexandria,  there  is  no 
material  alteration.  Its  condition  is  improving, 
and  the  number  of  communicants  increasing. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Fxkd'k.  W.  Hatch,  Chairman. 

The  said  report  was,  on  the  question  fiat 
thereupon,  approved  by  the  Convention. 

The  session  was  suspended,  for  the  paraoae 
of  attending  divine  service  by  tha  Rev.  Fred- 
erick W.  Hatch,  and  a  aermon  by  the  Rev. 
William  Meade;  after  which,  the  Convention 
again  met. 

The  Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Quire,  from  the  board 
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ofUw 


of 

•  rapofty 

bi  otodinea  to  llM  ISIh  uticU  of  th«  coiMlita- 
ttoB  of  Ih*  Theokwicil  School  of  VindBiM,  JIm 
boMd  of  tnwtoM  oabnit  to  the  CoatmSkm  their 
Mwoal  report  of  the  proeoedimi  end  ateto  of  the 


In  fhlHUinf  tiw  dntiee  faitnioted  to  them  hj  the 
Imi  ConfOoSoB,  the  tiMteeo  adopted  tlweerlieit 


end 

if 


eftrtnal  ineth«i»  whioi  the  iodgment 
taened  in  the  lew  could  dBviae,  for 


ManPttheliiDdeoftheinBtitmioD.  The  money 
wUtpfil  on  the  fiiat  iMtelmeni,  which  heceme 
*»  on  the  fini  of  If  ay,  188S,  hoe  been  kwMd  oat 
by  the  tnaanrer  of  the  board,  on  the  beet  eecnnty. 
and  tbi  amoont  of  three  thooaand  nine  hundred 
and  thiity-nine  doUaia  eicfaty-foar  oente  ia  now 
yMding  an  intereot  of  aiz  per  cent  The  board 
abo  adopted  the  beet  meens  within  their  power 
fDrinernainf  theliindaoftheecfaool,  byappoint- 
iof  a  nnmber  of  gentlemen  throughoat  the  atato 
afwtaoftheinititutionlbrthatpurpoie.  Theee 
afwta  not  having  made  their  repotta,  it  is  not 
known  what  sncceea  haa  attended  theur  ezertiooe ; 
hot  it  ia  believed,  from  partial  infonnationf  that  the 
Hcoeea,  at  least  insomeof  thecountiee,naabeen 
aneooragittg.  The  board  would  especially  ac^ 
knowia^  the  leal  and  anceess  of  Mr.  Robert  P. 
WiOBBgt  the  efentfbr  Eeaaz  conniy,  who  haapro- 
coredanbeeiiBtiona  exceeding  tXfim ;  six  hundred 
of  which  he  naa  generooaly  given  himeeU;  with 
the  aipectelion  of  eecoring  yet  additional  contribu- 
tfena.  In  addition  to  the  appoJntmwni  of  agenta 
in  ^ariooacoantiea,  the  boaro,  at  a  recent  meeting, 
hum  appointed  other  apodal  agenta,  who  have  en- 
gaged to  make  needy  and  perseveiingeifoits  to  ao- 
OH^irii  the  coUectaon  of  the  contemplated  fond. 

The  board  alao  selected  and  appointeda  profes- 
sor of  divinity,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Keitn,  who  Ya»  been 
rendering  psnial  serviceB  in  the  institution  during 
the  past  year. 

The  whole  amount  of  funds  now  claimed  by  the 
society,  including  what  is  subscribed  and  paid  in, 
is  somewhere  about  fourteen  thousand  dollars, 
together  with  a  valuable  donation  of  theological 
booka,  made  by  a  gentleman  of  the  Northern  Neck 
of  Virginia,  in  addition  to  those  given  the  institu- 
tion by  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Andrus. 

During  the  past  year,  two  vscancies  have  occur- 
red in  the  clerical  members  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees, by  death  and  resignation.  By  the  constitu- 
tion, it  belongs  to  the  Convention  to  supply  these 


▲11  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the 

TaosTKXs. 
Jfsy  15IA,  1823. 

The  eaid  report  was,  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  spproved  by  the  Convention. 

The  resignstion  of  the  Rev.  John  S.  Ravens- 
crod,  of  the  office  of  trustee  of  the  Theological 
School,  and  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Enoch  M. 
Lowe,  another  trustee  of  the  said  school,  being 
announced,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the 
electicm,  by  ballot,  of  two  persons,  as  trustees, 
to  supply  the  vacancies  thereby  occasioned  ; 
whereupon  the  Rev.  John  H.  Wingfield  and  John 
Dunn  were  duly  elected  trustees  of  the  Theolo- 
gical School,  to  aopply  the  said  vacancies. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  meet 
again  at  Staunton,  in  the  county  of  Auguata,  on 
the  third  Thursday  in  May  next 

Wm.  H.  WiLMsa,  President  jnv  tern. 

Testa,  Wk.  MomroBO,  Secretary. 
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Abt.  L  TlMwa  shall  ba  m 

the  third  Thorsday  m  May  evwj 

ConTention  wlnen  BwaCa  m  na  yaav ' 

the  meetinf  of  the  Oanaral 

have  power  to  appoint  tka  tima  waA  pkoa  if 

meeting  for  the  Mzt  anmial  aaaaon. 

Abt.  n.  Tha  ConvaotiQii  aiuB  b* 
of  tha  nfliriating  mioialen 
regnkily  and  cannmcaily  elarta 
chnrchea  within  thia  atate,  aad 
of  the  territoiT  of  Colomhia  fauuaily  pHt  rf 
thia  atate ;  and  of  thoaa  whom  age  or  bMuikg 
prevanta  from  axereising  their  elarical 
^iftBfy  vHw  shall  ha  coiuidavad 
t^fido.  The  CoBTentiDBahaHabobe 
of  lay  Biembeia,  conaiating  of  i 
each  pariah  (or  of  two  lay  deputiea, 
ahall  he  no  clergyman  in  the  pariahX 
the  veatiy  thereof,  or,  if  there  be  no  vailiyf  ly 
at  leaat  twelve  peraosa  who  may  wiih^  ~'^ 
be  cooaidered  aa  meaibera  or  the 
Epiacopal  Church,  dalTnoti6ed;  aadlka 
tiooahaU  be  certified  by  ^^  >«•(**• 
of  thia  church ;  provided,  that  eieiy  paarfi  hn^ 
ing  more  than  one  officiatiBgmiBiater  wfaa  kift 
bMn  regularly  and  canonicauy  elected,  ahdiba 
entitled  to  send  as  many  lay  delegatea  as  it  his 
ministers. 

Akt.  III.  Six  members  of  the  cleiiea],  lai 
six  of  the  lay  order,  ahall  constitate  a  qaoraB 
for  the  transaction  of  businesa ;  bat  a.  imdkr 
number  may  adjourn. 

AxT.  IV .  In  all  matters  that  ahaO  coma  ba» 
fore  the  Convention,  the  clergy  and  laity  dni 
deliberate  in  one  body  ;  and  the  concnrranea  of 
a  majority  shall  give  validity  to  any  measoa. 
But,  when  three  members  require  it,  then  ihill 
be  a  vote  by  orders. 

Akt.  V.  The  election  of  a  biabop  of  diM 
church  ahall  be  made  in  ConventioB,  in  thi 
following  manner.  The  order  of  the  clei||[ 
shall  nominate  and  appoint,  by  ballot,  aome  ■ 
and  qualified  derflyman  for  that  office ;  and  thi 
votes  of  two  thirds  of  that  order  ahall  be  reqai> 
site  to  constitute  a  choice.  And  thersapsB 
such  appointment  shall  be  preaented  to  the  ei- 
der of  the  lay  delegatea,  and  be  cooaidersd  by 
them ;  and  if,  on  a  ballot,  it  ahall  appear  thit 
the  person  so  nominated  is  approved  of  Iw  tea 
thirds  of  the  lay  order,  he  shall  be  then  deda> 
red  to  be  duly  elected. 

Akt.  YI.  In  this  diocess  there  ahall  be  bit 
one  bishop.  He  shall  be  president  of  tlM  Coih 
veniion;  in  which  character  it  ahall  be  fail 
duty  to  give  to  the  Convention,  as  often  as  hi 
may  deem  expedient,  a  general  -view  of  tha 
atate  of  the  church ;  to  cidl  ^>ecial  Convcn- 
tiona,  at  whatever  timea  and  placea  he  my 
naceaaaiy ;  to  preaenre  order  dniii^  U» 
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of  MMion  ;  to  pat  the  qaestioD,  collect 
ha  Totas,  and  declare  the  decision.  He  may 
naka  any  motion  which  he  shall  iadge  condo- 
ire  to  the  apod  of  the  church,  but  shall  not 
ntar  into  debate  ;  and  he  may  deltrer  his  sen- 
imenta  on  any  subject  after  it  has  been  discus- 
cdy  before  a  TOte  thereon.  WheneTcr  it  shall 
m  neceasary  for  the  bishop  to  visit  any  part  of 
his  diocesa,  he  shall  be  authorized  to  call  a 
lamrman  from  any  part  of  the  diocess,  to  sup- 
ly  hts  place  in  the  duties  of  his  parochial 
hmxgBj  ror  not  more  than  two  Sundays. 

Abt.  VII.  In  case  of  a  racancy  in  the  epis- 
opal  office,  the  Convention,  immediately  upon 
hair  assembling,  shall  choose,  by  joint  ballot,  a 
vondent  from  among  the  order  of  priests,  who 
ball  lemain  in  oflfee  until  the  next  election  of 
pireeident  He  shall  perform  all  the  duties 
ad  poaaesa  all  the  privue^s  above  specified  ; 
■t  DO  shall  not  call  special  meetings  of  the 
SooTontioo,  nnless  apphed  to  for  that  purpose 
V  a  majority  of  the  sunding  committee.  And 
,  whU^  there  is  a  bishop  m  this  church,  he 
mU  not  be  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  Con- 
mtioB,  they  shall  elect,  m  the  manner  afore- 
lidv  a  president  pro  tempore. 

Abt.  VIII.  A  secretary  shall  be  appointed 
f  the  Convention,  who  shall  continue  in  office 
Hfiag  ^ood  behaviour.  His  duty  shall  be  to 
iak0  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  to  preserve 
lair  jooroals  and  records,  to  attest  the  public 
:tB  of  the  body,  and  faithfully  to  deliver  into 
16  handa  of  his  successor  all  books  and  papers, 
lativa  to  the  concerns  of  the  Convention, 
bich  may  be  in  his  possession.  It  shall  be 
a  duty  to  notify,  through  the  channel  of  the 
iblic  papers,  as  he  may  think  proper,  the  time 
id  jplace  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  sue- 
Mdiqg  Convention.  The  secretary  shall  an- 
iz  to  the  journals  of  every  succeeding  Conven- 
im  a  list  of  the  clergy,  with  all  alterations 
mnin  produced  in  the  preceding  year  by  or- 
iHtK?"*!  deaths,  removals,  suspensions^  and 
igradationa. 

Akt.  IX.  A  treasnrer  shall  be  appointed  by 
m  Convention,  who  shall  continue  in  office  du- 
ag  good  behaviour,  and  who  shall  discharge 
m  dutiem  oaaally  appertaining  to  that  office. 
Abt.  X.  Before  the  adjournment  of  each 
iBoal  Convention,  a  standmg  committee,  con- 
Btingof  six  members,  three  clerical  and  three 
'  the  lay  order,  shall  be  chosen  by  a  ballot  of 
m  dorgy  Md  laity. 

Abt.  jLI.  If  at  any  time  there  should  be  no 
ahop  in  this  church,  the  Convention  shall  di- 
da  tne  state  or  diocess  into  districts,  and  as- 
gn  to  eoch  clergymen  as  they  may  appoint 
m  omiarinteodence  of  a  district,  which  it  shall 
I  thair  duty  to  visit  at  least  once  a  year,  and 
»  laport  the  ecclesiastical  and  secular  state 
Mvaof  to  the  Convention. 

Abt.  XII.  Every  parish  within  this  diocesa 
lall  be  entitled  to  the  entire  benefit  of  this  con- 
ilatioD,  aa  aoon  aa  it  shall  have  signified  its 
itiftration  thereof,  either  in  writing  or  by  send- 
g  a  lay  delegate  to  the  Convention ;  and  such 
nih  ahall  taaraaftar  be  benefited  and  bound, 
prily  with  tha  oihar  parishaa  in  thia  iJQcmt, 


by  every  rule  and  canon  which  shall  be  framed, 
fa^  any  Convention  acting  under  this  conatita- 
tion,  for  the  government  of  this  church  in  eccle- 
siastical concerns. 

Abt.  XIII.  This  constitution  shall  be  unal- 
terable,  except  in  the  followinff  manner:— A 
proposition  for  any  chanae  shaUbe  introduced 
m  writing,  and  considerea  in  Convention ;  and, 
if  approved  of,  the  same  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  several  vestries  of  the  parishes  which  shall 
have  ratified  this  constitution  ;  and  if  ttain 
approved  of  in  the  next  ensuinff  Conventicm  by 
a  majority,  the  change  ahall  wen  take  place, 
and  the  constitution,  so  altered,  shall  be  valid 
and  obligatory. 


CANON  I. 

The  minister  of  each  parish  shall  make  out 
and  continue  an  exact  register  of  all  the  com- 
municants within  his  congregation  ;  which  reg- 
ister shall  be  left,  upon  his  death  or  removal,  for 
the  use  of  his  successor. 

CANON   II. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  ministers  of  onr 
church  to  be  careful  in  observing  all  the  direc- 
tions of  the  rubric,  and  of  the  General  Conven- 
tion, which  relate  to  communicants  ;  to  main- 
tain the  most  affectionate  intercourse  with  all 
their  members  on  religious  subjects ;  but,  espe- 
cially to  converse  with  those  who  offer  thein- 
selves  for  the  first  time  for  the  communion,  oa 
those  qualifications  which  are  pit^r  for  the 
worthv  receiving  of  the  sacrament,  unleas  they 
be  otherwise  satisfied  that  they  are  propaify 
qualified. 

LAY  DISCIPLINE. 

CANON    III. 

Communicanlt  to  Juive  Family  Worship. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  communicant  of 
this  church*  who  is  the  head  oif  a  familv,  to  live 
in  the  habitual  exercise  of  family  worship. 

CANON    IV. 

The  number*  of  this  Church  to  hutruei  iheir 
families  in  the  Principles  of  ReUgum, 

The  members  of  thia  church  shall  inatmct 
their  families,  as  far  as  they  are  able,  in  the 
principles  of  the  Christian  religion;  and,  aa 
soon  as  they  are  sufficiently  informed  and  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  and  sacrednew  of 
their  baptismal  vow,  and  have  come  to  a  propar 
age  to  ratify  the  same  in  their  own  persona,  they 
ahall  present  them  to  the  bishop  for  confir* 
mation,  when  conveniently  in  their  power. 

CANON    V. 

The  members  of  this  Church  to  be  regular  in 
their  aitendanee  on  Public  Worship. 

The  members  of  this  church  shall  attend  tha 
public  worship  of  Grod  as  regulariy  and  con- 
stantly as,-  from  their  age,  ioumitiaa,  and  cir- 
cumstances in  life,  may  be  reasonably  expected ; 
and  shall  nedect  the  performance  of  this  io^ 
portaat  daty  for  no  cause  whatever,  but  soch  aa 
the^  might  plead  at  tha  bar  of  Ood  in  the  dij 
of  judgment. 


mSbco*  Ba;  h»  nitmni,  w  fu  u  lii 
ilii«  OcnTsntiOD,  and  that  the  rain  uxl  cukhu 
tllim  nid  dtmeh,  tad  abo  thon  of  ths  Oen- 
•nl  Cooventkm,  may  be  (tikllf  obMrred  uid 
•Dtxcad  in  ill  time  to  came  ;  that  all  the  mem- 
ban  of  the  Hid  chuTch,  wfaelhn  clergrmea  or 
Inmen,  maT  lia  excited  to  the  iiKiet  i^one  and 
inii^nMl-  auniona  to  furlhai,  by  all  jiu- 
jM.hL.  nmni.    the  fiitun   pioqiarity  of  the 

B*  it  ordained,  llkit  any  numbei  of  the 
diQTch,  being  a  communicant  thereof,  cendact- 
tag  himealfm  a  manner  nDwaitbT  of  a  Chiia- 
ttan,  may  and  on^t  to  be  admonuhed  or  ma- 
f/miiiifl  by  Iba  miniatw  of  tha  paijah  or  eoagm- 
[iriiMi.  according  to  the  nibnc. 

CLERICAL  DISCmJNE. 


HftmeaJ«rv*kk 


e  biibc^.  0 


WlMiaaiit 
parity  of  all  nligii 
temper  and  deponment   of  their 

drclired    to  bo  iha  duLy  of  the 

thoTfl  be  none,  r>f  the   itanding  __,  ._ 

take  cogniimce  of  any  oBetice  igainit  decorum 
and  religion,  of  which  a  priest  ot  deacon  ihall 
be  char^td  upon  credible  testimony.  Diaorder- 
It,  ■eandaloiis.  and  immonl  conduct,  neglect  ol 
duty,  disregard  of  the  constitution  or  canons  of 
the  church,  diasemiotting  or  coantensncing  of 
opinions  which  are  contrary  to  her  doctrines, 
gaming,  or  any  other  ncious  or  unseemly  direr- 
■ions,  are  oSencei  far  which  (as  well  as  for  ■ 
Tiolation  of  the  36lb  canoo  of  the  General  Con- 

And  liie  mode  of  proceeding  shall  be  as  fol- 
low.:— 

WheneTer  satisfactoty  infarmatioo  shall  be 
glTin,  in  writing,  by  any  two  credible  memtwn 
«f  the  ehnrcb  in  Itiia  diacois,  to  the  bishop  oi 
"'  It  any  clergyman  u 
e  csinooa,  or  conducts 
tumsell  m  any  way  incompslible  with  the  char- 
acter d(  a  minister  of  Christ,  the  bishop  shall 
aummon  a  meeting  of  the  standing  committee, 
or,  if  there  b«  no  bishop,  the  president  of  the 


nble  tl 
the  purpose  of  inquiry  and  Iris).  Nalii 
time  arid  place  of  meetjug  shsll  be  giii 
accused  pattT,  and  slso  a  con  of  the  charge 
or  charges  uid  against  such  elerjcrman,  ai 
least  two  month)  before  the  limo  appointed  for 
trisl.  _  W'""™."  •!>^  1^  ^»"«d,  and  no  ehargs 
'  '     U  upon  tha  teati- 


•ndptaeaafukinKthaM^  'napo^MM- 
•Ml  mij  call  in  any  pnMN  to  aMKhnalB 
debnce,  aod  ako  locb  iiifMin  m  ha  Mf 
tfajok  proiMT,  and  ha<«  ite  bMMit  «f  ibpoiiM 
aa  abm  jvaMiaad.    Tta  bwhij^,  wy  *  mm 

_  oDodntt  tka  toU  «£ 

^  of  tb«  chwclt;  and  cotnad  mt^^m^ 

■  lyed  on  iMb  aids.    U,  afUi  bMitif  ihi  fli- 

Dca  and  tha  dabnce  of  Iha  futt  miemi, 

0  thiida  ef  the  qsonmi  of  tho  riaadiic  MM. 

a  ahiU  be  oTopiBian  that  tha  poaa - 


guilty  of  the  ebam  «  chaigaB  hmrnht  f^m 
him,  the  bishop  ahall  ptoeaad  to  itynNkH^ 
pend,  at  damdaUB.aa  Am  iftnti  m^tt' 
setre.  If  thai*  b«  pobjahap.  ^aMndiagw 
mittaa  dkill  lalw  laeord  and  (im  noticatftt* 
punishment  doe  (o  tha  pai^ aflandin| :  oAb 
the  bttec  caaa,  an  WmI  najba  nads  laAt 
State  Coarention,  wbiMO  daciBHHi  duB  ba  hA 


9  but  a  hidiop  ahal  jm- 


from  the  miniatiy  on  any  clargyBMU,  <HbilfaK 
biabop,  OI  preabytat,  oi  deacM. 


iliall  be  daemed  subatantial  bi 


.If  tha  twhopof  thiachtnthaball  lulf^ 
cnunit  any  act  or  acta  tMbIh  Iha  e^Mit^ 
tionot  canona,  ptaaeMiMnt  ahall  baaadaylf 
the  ConfantioD,  to  twa  or  mora  hUapa  if  ■• 

Protestant  EfHscopal  Church  k  iba  DiM 
Statea  Such  bishops  shall  have  authcaity  to 
institute  a  irisl  wilhin  the  dioceas  of  the  acCDsad 
psrty  ;  and  the  sentence  of  the  two  biahopa,  v 
of  B  msjority  of  a  greater  number,  being  founded 
on  the  canons  of  the  church,  ^all  be  final ;  ai- 
cept  the  sentence  of  d^rviatioD,  in  which  OM 
he  shall  be  allowed  tha  privilege  of  an  ajfcd  N 
the  House  of  Bishops,  pnmded  be  give  lotiN 
of  such  sppeal,  withm  sii  months,  to  the  liAof 
who  presided  in  the  House  of  Bisb^  at  dM 
seaaion  immediilely  preceding. 

It  shall  be  thedutyof  araiyiaridi  toandU 
the  CanTButioa  the  sum  of  thiity  dnllan  •■■ 
nusUj,  01  aucb  sums  as  the  depoUes  can  pro- 
cure, for  tha  contingent  expaoaea  of  the  choru ; 
which  moTwy  aball  be  lodged  with  the  tresmsr 
ot  the  Convention  of  thia  church,  and  held  m^ 
ject  lo  their  order. 

Tht  maimer  af  tUetitif  VtMtrymau 
On  erety  Esster-Monday,  each  pariA  daB 
elect  eight  vrntrymen  ;  but,  where  h  is  dsMid 
expedient,  the  number  may  be  bmaawd  M 
twelve  Two  week!  notice  abaU  bagiMi* 
(he  meeting  by  the  minister,  bum  the  |*N^> 
or.  if  there  be  no  minister,  by  the  vastly;  M 
if  there  he  no  vestry,  by  any  two  nunb«i  »*• 
last  posaeseed  the  power  of  veatrymeB )  Wjl 
there  be  no  aurviiing  members  M  the  la^J 
by  three  reapeciahie  meo^iera  of  the  ctami 
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>  be  pat  op  al  such  pablie  pUces  a»fiill  secure 
M  notice  of  the  meeting.  And  every  pew- 
alder  or  contributor  to  the  support  of  the 
uiich  ehall  be  entitled  to  rote.  Ererj  vee- 
yma»  shall,  upon  taking  his  seat,  subscribe 
10  following  form: — 

*«  I  do  behere  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
id  New  TesUments  to  be  the  word  of  God, 
id  to  contain  aU  things  necessary  to  salvation  : 
id  I  do  solenmly  engage  to  conform  to  the 
ictriiies  and  worship  of  the  Protestant  Episoo- 
d  Church  in  these  United  Sutes." 
The  Testiymen  thus  elected  shall  choose  two 
nireh-wardens  out  of  their  own  body,  to  dis- 
laige  the  duties  appropriate  to  their  office. 
In  cases  where  unavoidable  circumstances 
•tent  the  election  on  Easter-Monday,  it  shall 
ke  place  at  any  time  that  may  be  deemed  ez- 
idiant  by  persons  authorized  to  call  the  meet- 
gi  and  in  the  manner  aforesaid  :  and,  until  a 
iw  election,  the  former  vestry  shall  continue 
office.  The  minister  shall  be  a  member  ex- 
ieao;  and  a  majontj  of  the  whole  number 
lall  be  required  to  constitute  a  quorum. 

CANON   XL 

Whereas  that  canon  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
»pal  Church  of  Virginia  which  directs  the 
nnner  of  choosing  vestrymen  in  the  several 
irahes  is  not  spplicable  to  the  case  of  churches 
lib  and  supported  by  voluntary  associations 

individoals,  without  sny  parochial  charge; 
id  it  is  proper  that  those  who  hold  the  sole 
opOTty  of  a  particular  church  should  provide 
r  tXM  care  and  management : — 
In  the  case  of  the  Monumental  Church  in  the 
tj  of  Richmond,  and  in  all  similar  cases,  the 
Mce  of  vestrymen  shall  be  made  by  the  pew- 
ddors  of  the  respective  churches,  conforming, 

to  the  time  of  appointment  and  manner  of 
lali^ng  the  vestrymen,  to  the  regulations 
Mcnhed  by  the  10th  canon  establishMi  by  the 
ooent  Convention ;  excepting  in  the  case  of 
hnat*s  Church,  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk, 
hieh,  being  under  peculiar  circumstances  in 
Intion  to  the  number  of  trustees,  the  time  and 
BttDer  of  electing  them,  and  their  rector,  may 
I  pormittftd  to  conform  to  their  own  regula- 
ma  in  these  particulars. 

CANON  XIL 

For  Ike  DhuioH  of  Parishes. 

Whereas,  (rom  the  great  extent  of  many  of 

•  pariahes  in  this  diocess,  and  from  various 
hor  canses,  it  may  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
nrch,  and  for  the  convenience  and  quiet  of 

•  people,  to  permit  the  division  of  some  of  the 


Bo  it  therefore  enacted.  That  whenever  it 
■11  be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
ooTOntion  that  such  division  is  expedient,  or 
hoB  the  desire  of  the  people  of  the  parish  for 
ch  division  shall  be  manifested,  by  repairing 
•  old  churches  or  building  new  ones,  elect- 
g  a  vastly,  conformably  to  the  regulations  of 
m  ehoich,  and  shall  produce  to  the  Convention 
m  original  subscriptions  of  the  vestry  of  the 
■Mh  ftomiriiich  tho  appiicatioo  foradiviaioa 


of  a  parish  is  made,  to  the  test  required  by  the 
](hh  canon,  and  also  produce  s  register  of  the 
names  of  those  who  wish  for  a  division  of  the 
parish,  on  application  to  this  Convention,  such 
petitioners  may  be  received  as  a  distinct  parish. 


CANON    XIII. 


It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  ainiater  of  thia 
diocess  to  make  a  register  of  each  adult  mem- 
ber within  his  cure,  agreeably  to  the  40th  canon 
of  the  General  Convention. 


CANON   XIV. 


The  canons  and  constitution  heretofore  adopt- 
ed by  the  former  Conventions  of  this  state,  shall 
be  and  are  hereby  repealed. 


■  BSOLUTIONS 

Concerning  the  Fund  for  the  femument  tufport 
of  the  Episcopate. 

Thubsdat,  Mat  SI,  1818. 

1st.  Resolved,  That  the  annual  contributions 
from  Christ  Church  in  Alexandria,  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  raising  a  fund  for  the  support 
of  the  bishop,  which  have  now  been  paia  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  received,  together  with 
all  other  sums  which  may  be  anywhere  sub- 
scribed and  collected  for  the  same  object,  bo 
vested  in  bank-stock,  under  the  direction  of  the 
stsnding  committee  of  this  diocess,  in  the  names 
of  George  Deneale  and  John  Muncaster,  church- 
wardens of  Christ  Church,  Fairfax  parish,  Alex- 
andria, and  their  successors,  for  the  poxpose 
aforesaid. 

2d.  Resolved,  That,  in  aid  of  the  Episconal 
Fund,  the  several  ministers  of  this  church  do, 
in  their  respective  congregations,  at  some  fit 
season  in  each  year,  dehver  an  appropriate  dis- 
course, recommending  the  pious  object  of  the 
fund,  and  thereafter  make  a  collection,  the 
amount  of  which  they  shall  specially  mention 
in  their  respectiveparocbial  reports. 

3d.  Resolved,  Thst  each  minister  do,  at  some 
convenient  season  of  every  year,  visit  one  or 
more  of  the  vacant  parishes  of  this  diocess,  or 
of  the  counties  of  this  commonwealth  wherein 
there  is  no  parish,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering 
a  similar  discourse,  and  of  collecting,  by  per- 
sonal applications  or  otherwise,  farther  sums 
for  the  enlargement  of  the  Episcopal  Fund,  of 
which  vbit  and  collections  they  shall  respect- 
ively make  a  report  at  the  succeeding  Conven- 
tion. 

4th.  Resolved,  That  no  part  of  the  Episcopal 
Fund  shsU  be  withdrawn  for  any  purpose,  until 
its  annual  interest  shall  suffice  for  the  attain* 
ment  of  its  object ;  and  that,  in  the  interim,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  standing  commiltoe  to 
see  thst  its  enlargement  is  hastened  by  tho 
prompt  conversion  of  its  revenue  into  princqiaL 

Satuxdat,  Mat  10,  1881. 

1st.  Resolved,  That  the  vestriea  or  trustees 
of  each  congregation  in  the  respective  pariahes 
of  tiua  dioceas,  do  cause  esch  adult  ^>erson,  pro* 
feasing  themselves  to  belonff  to  or  to  be  firiendlv 
to  the  church,  to  be  called  on,  and  roqiiMCM» 


ooamnamam  or  w^ 


wbh,  to  pay  the  fom  of  DOt  Utf  than  OM  doOti^ 
to  bo  miUod  to  the  Mid  fiind. 

Sd.  RMolfod,  That  the  OMiooy  which  ibdl 
W  ncetfod  by  the  veetiiee  or  tniatoeo  in  por- 
OBOneo  of  tho  ptoeoding  raeolotioii,  bo  iortbwith 
nmittod  to  the  pretident  of  the  ttandti^  com- 
Buttoo  of  the  choich,  for  that  committee  to 
m?eet  it  as  hafttofere  direetod. 

ad.  Reeolved,  That  00  or  befwe  the  fint  day 
of  Janoaiy  neit,  and  from  time  to  time  thero- 
oftor,  reports  be  made  to  the  sUnding  eommit- 
loo  40f  toe  proceedingB  onder  these  lesolutions. 

4dL  Resohred,  That  an  appropriate  address 
ftooi  the  CoBvention  on  this  subject  be  sdojpted 
and  eircnlated,  with  the  precedutf  resolutions, 
among  the  members  of  the  charcn. 

Ml.  Resolved,  That,  in  those  parte  of  the 
dioct>ss  where  there  are  no  Testiies  or  trustees, 
iho  friattb  of  tho  chnrch  be  requested  to  give 


thnr  aU^iflaetav  te  alMet  iC 


SATVBBaT,  Mat  U^  Ittt. 


m       4 


it  appaaw  hf  the  nportataite 


diffsrant  Toatriaa  on  tho  pwiraadingp 
the  naolatioM  of  tho  hial  Contoniiaiw  as  Aa 
aofayaet  of  the  Bkhop*a  Fond,  thai  aloMl 
ciicnflMtancoaf  and  too  pioaaavo  of  iha  tiMi 
alone,  have  piofwitod  n  fnU  coofliaMO  mA 
the  said  leaolutiena,  bat  it  JVpaon  dMk  Aa 
parishes  are  diapnsod  to  givo  ttkair  aid  la  CH^ 
them  into  efibet  :— 

Thyefore,  bo  it  Boaahrod  by  tluo€rMilM^ 
That  it  bo  reeommeDdad  lo  tho  diflaiani  v» 
triea  to  proceed  to  cany  into  ofiaet  tbaabiart 
of  the  aaid  raaolntiQiiai  m  tho  manaar  in  mtk 
boat  calcnlatod  lo 
make  report  to  aachanaoiqg 


judgment 
anamako 


The  Rot.  Wm.  H.  Wflmer,  D.  D.,  St.  Paul's 
Chnrch,  Alexandria ;  the  Rev.  William  Meade, 
Chapel,  Frederick  coanty  ;  the  Rev.  Daniel  Ste- 
pJiens,  D.  D.,  Augusta  parish,  Staunton ;  the  Rev. 
Frederick  W.  Hatch,  Fredericksville  parish,  Al- 
bemarle ;  the  Rev.  John  H.  Wingfield,  Ports- 
month  parish,  Norfolk  county ;  the  Rev.  Reuel 
Keith,  Alexandria;  the  Rev.  William  Wickes, 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk  borough  ;  the  Rev.  Svl- 
Tester  Nash,  Hampshire  parish  \  the  Rev.  Ira 
Parker,  Christ  Church,  Lancaster  county,  and 
Wicomico  parish,  Northumberland  county  ;  the 
Rev.  Silas  Freeman,  Lexington  parish,  Amherst 
county ;  the  Rev.  Robt.  Prout,  Lynnbaven  par- 
ish. Princess  Anne  county  ;  the  Rev.  Chss.  H. 
Psffe,  Kanawha  parish,  Kanawha  county. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Carter  Berkeley  and  John 
6.  Williams,  Esq.  be  appointed  a  committee 
to  examine  the  certiBcates  of  appointment  of 
the  lay  deputies ;  who  then  withdrew,  and  afier 
a  short  time  returned,  and  presented  the  foUow- 
ingreport: — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
certificates  of  the  lav  delegates,  have,  according 
to  order,  examined  the  same,  and  report,  that  the 
following  persons  have  been  duly  elected  lay 
delegates  to  this  Convention : — 

Nicholas  W.  Parker,  Christ  Church,  Norfolk 
borough ;  John  Granuner,  jr.,  Petersburg,  par- 
ish of  Bristol ;  George  Sharfe,  Hampshire  par- 
ish ;  Thurmer  Hogvard,  parish  of  Lynnbaven ; 
Yeaman  Smith,  StTOeorge's parish,  Fredericks- 
buTff ;  Johi^  G.  Williams,  Monumental  Church, 
Richmond ;  Isaac  Cannell,  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Alexandria ;  Francis  Nelson  and  Carter  Berke- 
^y.  Ht.  Martin's  parish ;  Philip  Nelson,  Frader- 


JmnMl  ^  ilk  Proeudings  of  a  CoiiMntion  of  Os  Proie$ima  BfUeoml  Ckmnk  tf  fwgSKk, 
wkkk  assembUd  a/  Stemi/on,  on  Thwrtda^,  lAs  tOtk  i/ Jlay,  18S4. 

Thn  Conrention  met,  and  ¥ras  opened  with )  ick  perish,  Frederick  coonly;  Stiotliai  Jmh^ 
difine  aenriee  by  the  Rot.  Ronel  Keith,  and  a  Kanawha  parish ;  Edward  Valentino,  ir^  Am» 
aaimoB  Wtho  Rot.  Frederick  W.  Hatch.  te  parish;  FianUin  G.  South,  Cknl  Chai^ 

The  lught  Rer.  Bishop  Mooro,  D.  D.,  took   Alexandria,  pariah  of  Faiifu. 
dm  chair  as  president  of  the  CooTontioQ.  On  motion,  Roaolvod,  Thai  Join  O.  WBhm 

The  following  cleigymen,  entitled  to  seats  in   bo  appointed  soerotaiy  to  thia  Ponfantii. 
tliia  GoBvonlion,  appeared  and  took  their  aeata,       On  molioo,  Roaolfed,  That  Robert  QiaHhav 

be  appointed  traaaorar  to  thia  Onniaatiaa. 
On  motion  of  the  Rot.  Mr.  Hatch, 
Resolved,  That  the  mlea  of  Older  adopted  ly 
the  last  Convention  for  the  govetnment  of  thw 
proceedings,  be  the  rules  of  proceeding  daring 
the  present  Convention ;  which  nlea  are  ai 
follows : — 

1.  The  business  of  every  day  shall  be  int» 
duced  with  the  morning  senrice  of  the  choicfa. 
S.  When  the  president  takes  the  chair,  bb 
member  shall  continue  standing,  or  ihall  titm* 
ward  stand  up,  except  to  addreee  the  chair. 

3.  No  member  ahall  abeent  himself  from  ihl 
serrice  of  the  house,  unices  he  have  leave  or  bt 
unable  to  attend. 

4.  When  any  member  is  about  to  tpnk  n 
debate,  or  deUver  any  matter  to  the  hooae,  bi 
shall,  with  due  respect,  sddreee  himself  to  thi 
president,  confining  hiniself  strictly  to  the  poiat 
m  debate. 

5.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  ia 
the  same  debate  without  leaye  of  the  hooae. 

6.  A  question  being  once  determined,  sksl 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house,  and  shall 
not  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  tho  ssaM 
session,  unless  with  the  coneent  of  two  thirds  ti 
the  house. 

7.  While  the  president  is  potting  any  qoH- 
tion,  ths  members  shall  emitinne  in  their  ssatt^ 
and  ahall  not  hold  any  prirate  discouisa. 

8.  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  boMi 
when  any  <piestion  is  pnt,  shall,  on  a  dinmo,  ka 
counted,  unless  ho  be  personafly  intnaalad  ia 
the  deciaion. 

0.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  as  bafm 
the  house  unless  it  bo  seconded,  and,  whM  io> 
qnirad,  ladncod  to  writing. 


CONVENTION  OniM. 


I.  "WhaatBjnaK 
ba  daMnniaad  upi 


Ad  ba  daMnniaad  upoa  befon  uir  naw  thing  ia 

Mladnced,  «zc«pt  ths  qa— tion  of  idjoununeiil. 
II.  Tha  qunlioB  on  ■  mMion  of  tdjoum. 

MBt  ahall  ba  lakan  baTore  uy  other,  uul  wilh- 

lUdatiMa. 
tS.  Wban  tha  bouae  ia  aboat  to  riaa,  evei> 

■■nliiT  ahall  keap  hia  aaai  ontil  tba  pnaidam  . 

Aall  laava  hii  chair. 

>  MIowiDs  praamble  and  naolotion  mm 
i  h  tba  IUt.  WiUiun  Haide,  *od  nun- 


3D  00 
M  OO 
18  00 
SO  00 


And  brill 

Whereu  Mr.  WLUiun  Munfocd,  nrho 
■Ml}  jvan  Mrred  thii  ConTaulion  u  aecictur 
Old  (raanrer,  ha*  aignified  by  letter  hi*  wiaL 
•  raaigD  theaa  charge*,  it  i*  barab; 

HaMilTad,  That  Sw  think*  of  thi*  Codtbd- 
km  ba  latimied  to  him  tin  the  obliging  and 
uIUbI  Baimai  in  which  he  bu  parlonnKl  Ihc 
bdka  ^  the  aaid  office*,  and  that  tltf  Right 
Km.  Biabaji  Hootb  bs  raquniad  to  eipraia  the 


tar.  Wm.  H.  Wilmer,  D.  D.,  tho  R«t.  Wm. 
■aada,  the  Rn.  Daniel  Stephana,  D.  D,  Dr. 
Tartar  BnfceleT,  and  Mr.  Philip  Nebon,  be  a 
»Miiiilliiii  u>  take  into  conaidanlioD  the  ilata  ol 
h*  cbORh  in  thia  dioceaa,  and  repott  thereupon 
•  dM  Ceii*eiiiion. 

Ordeaod,  That  the  Rst.  John  H.  WiogGeld, 
k*  IUt.  Robert  Proal,  Mr.  John  Giammer,  jr., 
Bd  Mr.  Nicholaa  W.  Parker,  be  >  coininitteg 

tear-Book  and  Trw:t  SDcietj  of  Viigioia. 
CMend,  That  the  Rar.  Ira  Parker,  the  Rev. 


raaaurar  of  the  faai  for  the  permaoeai  luppon 
f  tba  apiicDiiale  in  thia  dioca**. 
CUarad,  That  Hi.  Francis  NelKO,  the  Rot. 
Lnal  Keith,  the  Rot.  Frederick  W.  Hatch, 
nd  Mr.  Edward  Valentine,  jr.,  ba  a[^Dled  ■ 


'  Auguati  .  , 

Chnat  Church,  Aleiandna, 

Fairf.., ■.    ...    30  00 

Wicomico  pariah,  PJOTthamberland,  -     •    6  00 
Chtial  Church.  ldnc*(iar  counljr.    -    -     11  68 
Chrict  Church.  Norbome  pumh,  Berke- 
ley coantjr.  bj  the  Rei.  Wm.  Maide.    1 1  00 
Faniham  puuh,  Eeiax  eouotf ,    -     .     .  SO  00 

Portamouth  p*ruh, U  OO 

St.  Aone'i  jiaiuh,     ---.---3000 

S361  89 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  ConTention  ad- 
journed nntil  ttvmorrow  (Domiag,  at  9  o^clock. 

FiiOAT,  MitSI,  ie». 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjoam- 
ment,  and  wa*  opened  with  pranr  bj  the  Right 
Re*.  Biihnp  Moore.  ^ 

Mr.  Edmund  Penn  prodoeod  i  cerli6cata  of 
hia  appointmenl  a*  lay  depotv  for  tha  pariah  of 
Lexington,  which,  being  read,  wai  approTed — 
whereupon  he  took  hia  *e*t  ae  a  member  of  thia 

Mr.  Francie  Nelion.  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to   eiamioa  the  treaiurer'*  accounta, 
preaenled  a  report,  which  waa  read,  la  follow*: 
The  committee  on  the  treaaunr'a  account* 
beg  leave   to  report,  that   they  hiee  had  tlie 
aama  under  due  caneideralian,  and  find  them  Is 
I  correct.     All  which  ii  reapeclfullT  aubmittad. 
Faiaci*  NtLioN,  Faio'ic  W.    Htrcs, 
RiuiL  KiiTH,        Eown,  ViLirmira,  3m. 
The  laid  report  waa.  on  the    qaeation  pot 
thereupon,  approted  by  the  Conrention.  * 

The  Kev.  John  H.  WmgGeld,  from  the  com- 


lupport  of  widowB  of 


im.  Fimlarick  W.  Hatch  b< 

■amiaa  the  parochial  reporta. 
On  antioa,  tha  aacrataty  recsiTed  the  fol- 
I  fi«n  anndry  paiiahae  in 


■   930  00 
-  30  00 

aHMhire  parid^ -      16  00 

■B^  of  LymJuien,  - SOOO 

L  GMiga'a  pariah,  Fiadatickabor^  -      16  00 

Amoort  tMoM  fawHd,  1110  00 


The  I 


rathea> 


of  the  treanirer  of  the  Preyer-Book  and 
Tract  Society  of  the  Dioceu  of  Virguiia,  have 
diacharged  that  duty,  and  find  the  aame  to  be  eor- 
leci.  JoHH  H.  WiRaniLD,  Chainnan. 

The  laid  report  wa*.  on  the  quettino  pat 
thereupon,  approved  by  the  ConTention. 

Mr.  Thurmer  Haggard,  fioni  the  cammittaa 
for  eiaminmg  the  itaie  of  the  fund  for  the  mp- 
part  of  the  widow*  and  orphan*  of  deceaaed 
clergymen,  made  the  followiiig  report : — 

The  committee  to  whom  wa*  reretied  &a 
aiamination  of  the  account*  of  the  treaaurar  of 
tha  fuode  tor  the  relief  of  the  widow*  and  or- 
phana  of  deceaaed  clergymen  of  the  Gpiacopal 
Church  of  Virginia,  report,  that  they  han,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  the  i 


Ihetr 


■  in  lb*  handaof 


Amonol  earned  lonnid, 
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Amount  brou^t  forwtrd,  $9,909  88  I 

1  ^re  of  stock  in  Bank  of  Virginia, 

at  par, 100  00 

44  shares  of  stock  in  Fanners*  Bank 

of  Alexandria, S,200  00 

Robert  Andrews's    executor's  note, 
bearing  interest  from  88th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 18SS,  until  paid,     ....    800  00 
Cash  in  the  hands  ot  the  treasurer,    •     150  48 


$6,460  31 
All  which  will  appear  more  fully  by  the  ac- 
eount  of  the  treasurer  herewith  filed. 

Thubmeb  Hoooabo,  Chairman. 

The  said  report  was,  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  approved  by  the  Convention. 

The  Rev.  Amos  C.  Tread  way,  of  Lynchburg 
parish,  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  this  Con- 
▼ention. 

Mr.  Seth  Ward  produced  a  certificate  of  his 
appointment  as  a  lay  deputy  for  Lynchburg 
parish,  which  being  read,  was  approved — ^where. 
upon  he  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  this  Con- 
TentioD. 

The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Page,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  the  state  of  the 
fund  for  the  permanent  support  of  the  episco- 
pate in  this  diocess,  presented  a  report,  which 
was  read,  as  follows : — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  ac- 
count of  the  Bishops*  Fund  report,  that  since  the 
kst  report,  as  appears  by  the  treasurer's  account 
hereto  annexed,  that  there  are  in  Alexandria  41 
■hares  in  the  Farmers*  Bank,  at  $60  each  (par 
value),  making  $2,050,  dividing  six  per  cent. ; 
also,  six  shares  in  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  the 
par  value  $200  each,  making  $1,200,  dividing 
five  per  cent. 

The  total  amount  in  stocks,  $3,250.  Amount 
of  cash  in  hand,  $205  66,  to  be  vested  in  stock. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CiUELEs  H.  Page,  Chairman. 

The  said  report  was,  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  approved  by  the  Convention. 

The  Rev.  William  H.  WUmer,  D.  D.,  from 
the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church,  re- 
ported a  canon  upon  the  subject  of  clerical  dis- 
cipline, which  being  read,  was,  upon  motion, 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  proceedings  of  the  standing  committee 
of  this  diocess,  since  the  last  Convention,  were 
presented  and  read. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election, 
by  ballot,  of  eight  delegates  to  represent  this 
diocess  in  the  next  General  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United 
States;  whereupon  the  following  gentlemen 
were  duly  elected,  viz.  : — ^The  Rev.  William 
H.  Wilmer,  the  Rev.  William  Meade,  the  Rev. 
William  Wickes,  the  Rev.  Frederick  W. 
Hatch,  Dr.  Carter  Berkelev,  Mr.  John  Nelson, 
jr.,  Mr.  William  Mayo,  and  Mr.  Philip  Nelson. 

The  session  was  then  suspended,  for  the  pur- 

5ose  of  attending  divine  service  by  the  Kev. 
ohn  H.  Wingfield,  and  a  sermon  by  the  Rev. 
Silas  Freeman,  after  which  the  seadon  waa  re- 


The  Convention  proceeded  to  tha  electki, 
by  ballot,  of  a  atandii^  oommhtee  of  the  choKh 
in  this  diocess  for  the  enauing  year;  wfacr^ 
upon  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected, 
vix. :— The  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer,  the  Rcr. 
John  Dunn,  the  Rev.  Oliver  Norris,  the  Hoa. 
Bushrod  Washington,  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee,  md 
Mr.  Geor^  Taylor. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Chmck 
for  the  diocess  of  Virginia  shall  be  field  in  the 
citT  of  Richmond. 

Mr.  Seth  Ward  paid  to  the  secretary  $SS, 
the  contribution  from  the  Lynchburg  pansJH— 
St.  Paul's  pariah.  King  George,  paid  by  Bishop 
Moore,  $20 — and  wishington  pariah,  West" 
moreland,  paid  by  Bishop  Moore,  $10. 

The  report  of  the  committee  upon  the  stale 
of  the  church,  which  had  been  laid  opoo  the 
table,  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  made  and 
seconded,  was  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
consisting  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Wibner,  D.D.,  Mr. 
John  G.  Williams,  and  Mr.  John  Grammer,  jr. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  meet 
again  to-morrow  morning,  at  9  o'clock. 

Satueoat,  Mat  22, 1824. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjovm- 
ment,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
John  H.  Winflfield. 

Mr.  John  Grammer,  jr.,  from  the  epccisi 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of 
the  conunittee  upon  the  state  of  the  church,  r» 
ported  a  canon,  which  was  read,  aa  followa  :— 

CANON  VII. 

OffenetM  for  which  a  Clergyman  mtcy  he  hnmgU 

to  truu. 

Whereas  it  is  essentisl  to  the  purity  and 
prosperity  of  all  religious  communities,  tl»t  ths 
temper  and  deportment  of  their  ministers  he 
preserved  holy  and  unblameable,  it  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  the  duty  of  the  bishop  and  of 
the  standing  committee  to  take  cognizance  of 
any  offence  against  decorum  and  religion  of 
which  a  priest  or  deacon  shall  be  charved,  upon 
credible  testimony.  Disorderly,  scandaloua,  and 
immoral  conduct,  neglect  of  duty,  disregard  of 
the  constitution  or  canons  of  the  church,  di^ 
seminating  or  countenancing  of  opinions  whick 
are  contrary  to  her  doctrines,  gaming,  or  wan 
other  vicious  or  unseemly  diversions,  are  o^^ 
fences  for  which  (as  well  as  for  a  Tioilation  of 
the  26th  canon  of  the  General  Conrention)  a 
minister  may  be  brought  to  trial,  and  the  mods 
of  proceeding  shall  be  as  follows : — 

Whenever  the  bishop  shall  have  reaaon  to 
suspect  a  clergyman  of  any  of  the  above-mc«- 
tioned  errors  in  life  or  doctrine,  he  shall  ini<m 
the  standing  committee  of  the  same  ;  or  when- 
ever any  member  of  the  standing  committea 
shall  have  reason  for  such  suspicion,  he  shall 
give  due  notice  of  it  to  the  rest ;  wheiwipoa 
the  committee  shall  proceed  to  hxjuire  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  case ;  and  if  they  abal 
think  that  there  is  a  sufficient  cause  for  a  tria^ 
they  shall  communicate  the  aame  to  the  biahop^ 
itatiBg  apecifically  the  ehajgaa  mads.    WImm* 


CmySNTION  OF  IBM. 


m 


hf  oidmr  of  the  liubop,  a  eouneil  of  prw- 
l^rtan,  conantioff  of  not  lets  than  three,  ahall 
bo  cODTened,  who,  under  the  direction  of  the 
bUiop,  ahall  proceed  in  due  time  to  try  the  party 
■eenaad.  A  copy  of  the  accusation  or  accuta- 
tioDa,  and  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  trial, 
ihall  be  communicated  to  the  accused  psrty  bv 
the  bishop  of  the  diocess,  at  least  one  month 
mriouii  to  the  time  of  trial.  And  furthermore, 
II  thall  be  the  duty  of  the  standing  committee, 
■t  auch  trial,  to  lay  before  the  bishop  and  his 
pwbytera  such  evidence  as  they  ma^  be  able 
to  obtain  relative  to  the  case  under  mvestiga- 
tioo.  Witnesses  may  be  called  and  examined. 
Hid  depositions  taken,  after  reasonable  notice 
given  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  the  same  ; 
tad  all  evidence  received  on  such  a  trial  shall 
be  given  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  before  a  justice 
•f  ifae  peace.  The  party  accused  may  call  on 
■aj  person  to  assist  him  in  his  defence,  and 
hsve  the  benefit  of  witnesses  and  depositions, 
M  above  prescribed,  on  his  giving  to  tne  stand- 
iBg  committee  reasonable  notice  of  the  time  and 
pbce  of  takinff  such  depositions.  If  two  thirds 
•f  the  council  of  presbyters  shall  consider  the 
charges  as  substantiated,  they  shall  report  to 
ihe  bishop  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  what  sen> 
tance,  in  their  judgment,  ought  to  be  pronoun- 
ead ;  whereupon  Uie  bishop  shall  proceed  to 
•cqiiit,  or  else  reprove,  suspend,  or  degrade 
hiiB«  as  in  his  judgment  the  case  may  demand. 

FHirthermore,  it  is  provided.  That  if  there  be 
DO  bishop,  the  stanoing  committee  shall  take 
Ihe  place  of  the  bishop,  ordering  all  the  circum- 
■tancea  of  trial,  and  pronouncing  such  sentence 
as  the  case  may  demand  ;  only,  that  their  exer- 
riee  of  discipUne  shall  not  proceed  farther  than 
dio  act  of  suraension. 

Resolved,  That  the  seventh  canon,  for  which 
ifaia  is  a  substitute,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
rapealed. 

On  motion  made  and  seconded. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  canon  be,  and  the 
■me  is  hereby  adopted. 

On  motioa.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  H. 
Cobba  bo  invited  to  take  a  seat  in  this  Conven- 
tion. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be 
directed  to  pay  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  to  the 
doorkeepers  of  this  Convention,  for  their  services 
darmg  the  present  session. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  standing  com- 
Buttee  be  directed  to  publish  the  canons  of  the 
dmrch,  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  relative  to  the 
candidates  for  holy  orders,  and  to  draw  up  proper 
fcrma  of  recommendation  for  the  use  of  such 
candidates,  in  order  to  avoid  the  many  incon- 
fttniences  which  have  hitherto  attended  their 
tpd^tion  for  orders. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
oflbred  by  the  Kev.  William  H.  Wilmer  : — 

Whereas  there  are  throoffhout  the  state,  in 
Ihe  possession  of  families  and  individuals,  many 
waloable  books,  the  remnants  of  ancient  libraries, 
ftat  are  of  but  little  uae  to  their  owners,  but 
wkkh  woold  be  of  great  value  to  the  Theological 
School  of  thia  diocess, 
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ehuich,  vrho  are  in  poeseasion  of  such  books  aa 
they  can  conveniently  spare,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  respectfully  reouested,  to  send  them,  ibr 
the  use  of  the  school,  to  the  minister  of  the 
parish,  or  of  the  adjoining  parish,  or  to  Piofea- 
sor  Keith,  of  Alexsndria. 

Resolved,  also,  That  the  clergy  snd  laity  of 
the  diocess,  who  have  in  their  possession  Jour- 
nals of  the  Convention  of  this  state  holden  an- 
terior to  the  year  1812,  be  requested  to  forward 
them  to  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  WUmer,  of  Alex- 
andria, for  the  purpose  of  enabhng  him  to  pub- 
lish the  whole  of  them  in  regular  series,  anid  in 
a  compact  form. 

On  the  question  put  thereupon,  they  were 
agreed  to. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  thia 
Convention  be  tendered  to  the  ministers  and  el- 
ders of  the  Presbyterian  and  Methodist  churcheo 
in  this  place,  for  the  liberal  and  kind  offer  of 
their  churches  for  the  use  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  thia 
Convention  bo  tendered  to  the  citizens  of  thia 
place,  for  their  kind  and  hospitable  attentions 
to  the  members  of  the  Convention  during  its 
session. 

The  session  was  then  suspended,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  divine  service  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  Prout,  and  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  H. 
Wilmer,  after  which  the  session  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Alexander  Garrett  produced  hia  creden- 
tial as  lay  delegate  for  the  parish  of  Fredericks- 
viUe,  in  Charlottesville,  which  being  read,  was 
approved ;  whereupon  he  took  hia  seat  as  a 
member  of  this  Convention. 

The  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  from  the 
committee  to  whom  the  parochial  reporta  were 
referred,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  as 
follows : — 

The  committee  on  the  parochial  reporta  have 
taken  them  into  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to 
present  them  to  the  Convention  in  the  following 
condensed  form : — 

St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover,  has  no  pastor  at 
present,  but  iu  prospects  are  not  materially  al- 
tered. 

in  Augusta  parish,  the  interests  of  the  church 
are  represented  as  rather  languishing,  in  conse- 
quence of  removals  and  deaths.  Marriages  five 
^bsptisms  seven— funerals  five— communicanta 
fifteen. 

In  Ly nnhaven  parish,  Princess  Anne  county,  four 
have  been  addea  to  the  church.  Communicanta 
twenty-three— baptisms  eleven— buriala  thirteen. 

The  church  in  Hampshire  county  has  sufiered 
much  for  want  of  regular  ministrations  hereto- 
fore ;  to  secure  which,  its  present  scattered  and 
enfeebled  condition  renders  every  efibrt  necessary. 
Those  energies,  however,  they  appear  willing  to 
exert,  and  are  endeavouring,  to  the  extent  of  their 
ability,  to  render  the  ministration  of  the  word  both 
permanent  and  frequent 

Seven  places  of  worship  are  regolarlv  attended 
—five  of  them  once  and  twice  a  month,  on  Son- 
days,  and  other  places,  occaaionally.  on  week 
days.  Baptisms  thirty-two,  three  adnlts— mar- 
riages three— funerals  six. 

The  rector  of  Fredericksville  parish  mentions, 
with  gratitude  to  Him  who  diapoeea  the  hearta 
of  men  to  good,  the  liberality  manifested  k»y  the 
citixens  of  CharlottesviUe,  and  several  reqiecta- 
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I  jmm,  ■mging  nitafale  hjmni,  tnd  read- 
og  the  tboye-mfntioned  aeiectioiit.  Sometimct 
1m  ladiiM  are  engaged  in  aomework  which  is  dis- 
MMd  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  cause ;  and  the 
poniifer  members  of  the  fiumlies  are  brought  also, 
rod  encoQiaged  to  take  an  interest  in  what  is 
MMing.  The  minister  can  truij  testify,  for  him- 
tU  and  those  of  his  charge,  that  these  meetings 
ra  BMunallT  interesting,  and  have  the  e£foct  of 
hsiriiif  the  hearts  of  those  present  towards  the 
qmrtant  objects  laid  bofcne  them.  Aa  evidence 
f  which  he  states,  that  for  some  years  past  he 
My  bj  meana  of  these  meetings  in  the  Chapel 
lOQgrantioD,  collected  about  one  hundred  dollars 
nmauy,  which  for  the  two  last  years  has  been 
wait  to  the  general  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Inch.  At  tne  same  time,  the  commomcanta  of 
Idi  cwigiegatioo  have  been  contributing  between 
iftv  aiidrone  hundred  dollars  annually  to  the  £du- 
noo  Sodety  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  besides 
btral  sobscriptioQs  to  the  Theological  School  of 
fitpJUM.  In  me  church  of  Winchester,  a  female 
oeiety  for  promoting  the  education  of  pious  youn^ 
■HI,  and  (or  missionary  purposes,  has  been  formed 
fithin  a  few  months,  ana  promisee  to  do  well. 
B  Older  to  give  proper  information  to  the  minds 
C  Um  members,  and  also  to  impress  proper  feel- 
t^  on  their  hearts  in  regard  to  these  subjects, 
Im  miniater  has  occasionally  substituted,  on  Sun- 
liy  afternoons,  the  above-mentioned  extracts  in 
bee  of  the  sermon,  and  has  reason  to  bebeve 
itt  this  phm  is  not  only  pleasing,  but  will  be  im- 
mving  mod  profitable.  He  hopes  to  raise  the 
DnaaTsum  or  cme  hundred  dollars  from  this  con- 
MBtaoo,  which,  for  the  present,  it  is  intended  to 
pfilf  entirely  to  the  education  of  pious  young 
MB*  together  with  a  separate  contribution  from 
he  comnuinicants.  The  minister  o[  this  parish 
aa  been  thus  particular,  because  he  thinks  the 
iae  has  arrived  when  it  behooves  every  minister 
9  make  foil  trial  of  his  ministry  in  this  respect, 
nd  because  he  believes  that  there  is  not  a  con- 
ngabon  in  the  church  from  which  something 
mT[  not  be  obtained  fr(Rn  willmg  hearts,  if  the 
obfects  be  properly  and  frequently  presented  to 
hmL  Small  contributions  may  thus  be  obtained 
Km  pious  females,  and  even  (torn  children,  as 
mH  aa  from  the  inale  members  of  the  church, 
fkkh  would  not  in  the  least  degree  interfere  with 
■f  other  necessary  collection  for  the  support  of 
he  church.  He  is  firmly  persuaded  that  no  other 
Ian  will  produce  half  the  effect,  or  will  long  con- 
■■•  in  operation ;  and  therefore  urges  his  breth- 
■  to  adopt  that  which  his  own  experience  for 
wuf  years  has  proved  to  be  successful. 
Mooomental  Church.  It  is  with  great  pleasure 
haft  the  rector  m  the  Monumental  Churcn  in  the 
kf  of  Rkhmond  informs  the  Convention,  that  the 
tale  of  his  congregation  is  very  promising.  A 
NUe  class  was  instituted  by  him  the  last  winter, 
rUch  has  been  uniformly  well  attended.  It  con- 
latad  of  from  eighty  to  a  hurKlred  ladjes,  whose 
■Hgimia  deportment  was  highly  pleasing,  and 
rhOb  from  the  readiness  with  which  they  an- 
mvad  the  questions  proposed  to  them,  must 
•fe  dooely  studied  the  subjects  under  considera- 
iOB.  llie  number  of  communicants  slowly  in- 
The  congregation  are  uniform  in  their 
upon  (uvine  worship,  and  devout  in 
The  rector  closes  his  report  by 
■soBOiending  to  the  clergy  the  institution  of 
HUe  classes  in  their  respective  p«riahes,  and  to 
•  dilitpsnt  in  their  catechetical  instructions  to 
ha  chiMren  belonging  to  their  congregations, 
lanicanta  one  nundred  and  thirty, 
committee  cannot  close  this  report  with- 
vaoonoModing  to  the  particolar  attention  of 


I  the  parishea  hi  the  diocesa,  the  subjects  introdn- 
cod  to  their  notice  in  the  interesting  returns  from 
Frederick  parish  by  the  Kev.  Wm.  Me«de,  and 
from  the  Monumental  Church  by  our  venerable 
bishop.    All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

FaKD.  W.  Hatch,  Chairman. 

The  said  report  was,  on  the  question  pot 
thereupon,  approved  by  the  Convention. 

The  Rev.  William  Meade,  finom  the  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Theologi- 
cal School,  present  in  Staunton,  presented  a  re- 
port, which  was  read,  as  follows : — 

The  trustees  of  the  Theological  School  of  Tir 

K'nia  now  present,  though  not  in  sufilcient  num- 
>r  to  form  a  quorum,  feel  it  their  duty  to  submit 
to  the  Convention  the  following  report : — 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  trustees,  the  Rev. 
Reuel  Keith  was  engaged  as  Professor  in  the  in- 
stitution, and  requested  to  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  take  charse  of  it  whenever  it  should  go 
into  operation.  He  accordingly  settled  in  Alex- 
andria in  the  month  of  October  last,  and  has  had 
under  his  charge,  since  that  time,  from  twelve  to 
fourteen  students,  thirteen  of  whom  were  candi- 
datea  for  orders.  There  are  at  present  under  his 
care  eleven  young  men,  pursuing  their  studies 
with  fair  prospect  of  their  future  respectability  and 
usefolness,  and  it  ia  expected  that  not  less  than 
twenty  will  wish  to  enter  at  the  ensuing  session. 
During  the  present  term,  the  students  have  been 
instructed  by  the  professor  in  Biblical  Literature 
and  Criticism,  the  original  languages  of  the  Bible, 
Prideaux*s  Connexions,  Horne  on  the  Inspiration 
of  the  Scriotores,  Jahn's  Archology,  Butler's  An- 
nlogy,  and  Magee  on  the  Atonement.  The  more 
advanced  class  has  recited  to  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Wil- 
iner,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  department  of 
Systematic  Theology,  Pearson  on  the  Creed,  Bur- 
net on  the  Articles,  and  such  other  authors  as  the 
time  admitted,  and  the  course  of  study  prescribed 
by  the  House  ctf  Bishops  reouired. 

The  trustees  take  great  pleasure  in  contempla- 
ting the  present  state  and  encouraging  prospecta 
of  the  school ;  and  in  bearing  testimony,  as  tar  as 
they  know  and  believe,  to  the  zeal,  fidehtv,  and 
ability  with  which  the  professors  have  discnar^sd 
the  duties  of  their  professorship.  They  feel  it  in- 
cumbent on  them  also  to  state,  from  satisfectory 
information,  that  the  whole  course  of  studies  has 
been  entirely  conformed  to  the  canons  of  the 
church. 

Under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  school, 
the  trustees  are  of  opinion  that  Alexandria  is  the 
best  place  for  the  present  location,  and  they  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  the  Convention  the  adop- 
tion of  a  resolution  to  tbst  efifect. 

The  account  of  the  treasurer  herewith  submit- 
ted will  show  the  state  of  the  funds.  Variooa 
obstacles  have  interposed  against  the  collections 
expected  to  be  made  for  this  object.  In  addition 
to  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  which  have  pre- 
vented the  acquisition  of  new  subscriptions,  and 
retarded  the  collection  of  those  already  obtained, 
a  difficulty  has  occurred  on  the  ground  that  the 
terms  of  the  subscription  involved  s  condition  of 
location  which  has  not  been  observed  on  the  part 
(k  the  church.  The  hope,  however,  ia  entertain- 
ed, that  when  the  inconvenience  and  even  im- 
practicability of  establishing  the  school  at  Will- 
lainsburg  are  considered,  with  the  sdvantages  of 
the  place  now  proposed  for  its  location,  the  objec- 
tions that  have  accrued  will  be  removed.  Will- 
iamsburg is  too  remote  aixi  inaccessible  to  justify 
the  hope  that  students  csn  be  obtained  for  a  the- 
ological institution  at  that  place.    The  ezpaii- 
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nMDt  was  trisd  thore  fx  odo  year  without  loc* 
C6M,  and  no  hope  of  saccen  seemed  to  preaent  it- 
self in  the  time  to  come.  No  sooner  was  the  trial 
made  in  Alexandria,  than  the  number  of  students 
and  the  means  of  supporting  the  indigent  among 
them  increased  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations. All  that  IS  now  wanting  lo  complete  suc- 
cess, under  the  blessing  of  Uod,  is  the  liberal  co- 
operation of  the  friemu  of  the  church.  A  pious 
and  well-qualified  minister  of  our  church  h2ui  de- 
w>ted  himself  entirely  to  the  arduous  duties  of  an 
instructer  of  the  pious  youth  who  wish  to  be  qual- 
ified for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  requires 
only  a  moderate  support  for  himself  and  family  : 
that  support  the  trustees  are  unable  as  vet  to  af- 
ford from  the  interest  of  their  vested  rand,  and 
have  to  call  upon  the  liberality  of  the  friends  of  the 
church  to  give  tlicm  the  ability,  by  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  the  subscriptions  already  made,  ana  by 
the  moet  active  exertions  to  obtain  others. 

We  cannot  hope  for  a  full  and  permanent  sup- 
ply of  pious  and  well-educated  ministers  from  any 
other  source  than  the  institution  we  c<Hnmend  to 
the  liberal  patronage  of  our  members. 

llie  number  of  pious  young  men  who  sre  de- 
sirous to  devote  their  lives  to  this  sacred  cause  is 
continually  increasing,  arkl  the  disposition  to  aid 
the  more  needy  of  them  to  procure  a  suitable  edu- 
cation is  increasing  in  an  equal  degree ;  and  to  us 
do  both  the  pious  youths  and  their  benevolent  pa- 
trons look  for  an  institution  which  shall  furnish 
them  that  instruction  by  means  of  suitable  profes- 
sors. 

The  said  report  was,  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  received  by  the  Convention. 
And  on  motion,  Reaolv«l,  That  the  Theolo- 


gical School  of  Viivmia  be  located  tbrl]iepi» 
ent  in  the  town  of  Alexandria. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  750  cornea  of  tin 
Journal  of  this  Convention  be  pnnted,  and  ^ 
tributed  by  the  secretary  among  tXw  paiiihM^ 
under  the  superintendence  of  USt  biahop.  i 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Ihanka  oftfaii 
Convention  be  presented  to  the  aoeretaiy  far 
his  faithful  services  rendered  durii^  the  puseat 
session. 

The  following  preamble  and  reaolation  wen 
offered  by  the  Rev.  William  Meade,  and  adogsd. 

Whereas  the  bishop  has  aignified  to  the  Con- 
vention hia  desire  and  intention  of  emfHaj'wg 
an  assistant,  which  is  now  rendered  absohitely 
necessary  to  the  discharge  of  hia  episcopal  da- 
ties  in  the  diocesa,  and  that  he  ia  vriUiogtopsy 
one  half  of  the  assistant's  aalary  oot  ofhb  omi 
purse; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  aa  aoon  as  tfai 
bishop  shall  have  obtained  an  assiatant,  he  eon- 
municate  the  same  to  the  ministers  and  vestries, 
stating  what  would  be  needful,  on  their  part,  to 
the  support  of  said  assistant,  and  making  sock 
a  representation  of  all  the  circumatancea  of  lbs 
case  as  he  may  deem  most  effectual. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  nasi 
again  in  the  city  of  Richmond  on  the  thiid 
"Diursday  in  May  next. 

Richard  C.  Moobi, 
Bishop  of  the  P.  E.  Church  of  Vifgini. 

Teste,        John  G.  Williamb,  Secretaiy. 


JounuU  of  the  Proceedings  of  a  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopul  Church  of 
which  assembled  in  the  City  of  Richmond  on  Thursday,  May  19/A,  18S6. 


Thb  Convention  met,  and  was  opened  with 
divine  service  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore, 
and  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Oliver  Noms. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore,  D.  D.,  took 
the  chair  as  president  of  the  Convention. 

The  following  clergymen,  entitled  to  seats  in 
this  Convention,  appeared  and  took  their  seats, 
vii. : — 

The  Rev.  John  Dunn,  Shelburne  parish, 
Loudoun  county ;  the  Rev.  William  H.  Hart, 
Henrico  parish,  Henrico  county  ;  the  Rev.  Ed- 
ward C.  M*Guire,  St.  George's  parish,  Freder- 
icksburg;  the  Rev.  W^illiam  Meade,  Frederick 
parish,  Frederick  county  ;  the  Rev.  Oliver  Nor- 
ria,  Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  parish  of  Fair- 
fax ;  the  Rev.  Andrew  Syme,  Bristol  parish, 
Petersbur^r,  Dinwiddle  county  ;  the  Rev.  Will- 
iam H.  Wilmer,  D.  D.,  St.  Paul's  church,  Al- 
exandria ;  the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  Fred- 
ericksville  parish,  Albemarle  county  ;  the  Rev. 
Richard  H.  Barnes,  Hambleton  and  Leeds  par- 
ish, Fauquier  county  ;  the  Rev.  William  Craw- 
ford, Trinity  parish,  Louisa  county ;  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Stephens,  D.  D.,  Augusta  parish,  Suun- 
ton  ;  the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  Alexandria ;  the 
Rev.  John  H.  Wingfield,  Portsmouth  parish, 
Norfolk  county  ;  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Page, 
Kanawha  parish,  Kanawha  county;  the  Rev. 


Alexander  Jones,  St.  Andrew's  parish,  JefletioB 
county ;  the  Rev.  Silas  C.  Freeman,  Lexingtoo 
parish,  Amherst  county ;  the  Rev.  Sylvestv 
Nash,  Hampshire  parish,  Hampshire  county ; 
the  Rev.  Franklin  U.  Smith,  Lynchburff  pariah, 
Lynchburg ;  the  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobha,  Ros- 
sel  parish,  Bedford  county  ;  the  Rev.  Mark  L 
Chevers,  Lynnhaven  [Mirish,  Princess  Anne ;  the 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Croes,  assistant  miniater  of  the 
Monumental  Church,  Richmond ;  the  Rev.  John 
Cooke,  Si.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  and  liOO- 
isa  counti«>8  ;  the  Rev.  George  A.  Smith,  ChriiC 
Church,  Norfolk  boroufrh. 

Ordered.  That  Dr.  Carter  Berkeley  and  Mr. 
John  G.  Williams  be  a  coounittee  to  examins 
the  certificates  of  appointment  of  the  lay  depv- 
ties;  who  then  withdrew,  snd  after  a  smrt 
time  returned,  and  presented  the  following  r^ 
port : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  tbt 
certificates  of  the  lay  delegates,  have,  acccndiBf 
to  order,  examined  the  same,  and  report  that 
the  following  persons  have  been  duly  elected 
lay  delegates  to  this  Convention  : — 

John  Grammer,  jr.,  Bristol  parish,  Peten- 
burg,  Dinwiddie  county ;  Seth  Ward,  Lynch- 
burg parish,  Lynchburg ;  Edward  Colaton,  Nor- 
bome  pariah,  Martinsburg ;  Geoige  HamiltOBi 
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8t  0«om*f  pariih,  Fraderickabiiig ;  John  Nel- 
aoD,  St.  Junes's  puith,  MecUenbarg  county  ; 
Robert  £.  Steed,  Chriit  Chorch,  Norfolk  bor- 
OOjgih ;  Philip  Nelaon,  Frederick  parish,  Fred- 
•nck  county  ;  Jac<|aeliDe  A.  Marshall,  I^eds 
and  Hamilton  parish,  Fauquier  county ;  £d- 
flumd  I.  Lee,  Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  parish 
of  Fairfax ;  John  Dove,  parish  of  Henrico,  Hen- 
rieo  connt^  ;  Bushrod  C.  Washington,  St  An- 
dnyw*s  parish,  Jefferson  county  ;  Edmund  Penn, 
Lexington  parish,  Amherst  county ;  Armistead 
Moaby,  Augusta  parish,  Staunton ;  Thurmer 
Hoggaid,  parish  of  Lynnhaven,  Princess  Anne 
eoomy ;  Francis  Nelson,  parish  of  Hampshire, 
Hampehire  county  ;  Charles  A.  Alexander,  par- 
kh  of  Shelbume,  Loudoun  county  ;  William 
C.  Latane  and  Richard  Croxton,  South  Fam- 
liam  pariah,  Essex  county  ;  James  M  Gsmett 
and  Henrr  Waring,  St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex 
county ;  John  Hooky  St.  Paul's  Church,  Alex- 
andria ;  William  Mayo  and  John  O.  WilUams, 
Monumental  Church,  city  of  Richmond  ;  James 
Rodder,  Portsmouth  parish,  Norfolk  county  ; 
Carter  Berkeley,  St.  Martin's  pariah,  Hanover 
coonty. 

ResolTed,  That  Mr.  John  P.  M^Guire  be  in- 
Tited  to  attend  the  sittings  of  this  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee, 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  order  adopted 
bj  the  last  Convention  for  the  government  of 
taair  jwoceedings,  be  the  rules  of  proceeding 
daring  the  present  Convention  ;  which  rules  are 
aa  follows  : — 

1.  The  business  of  every  day  shall  be  intro- 
duced with  the  morning  service  of  the  church. 

%.  When  the  president  takes  the  chair,  no 
member  shall  continue  standing,  or  shall  aher- 
stand  np,  except  to  address  the  chair. 

8.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  tlie 

rvice  of  the  house,  unless  he  have  leave  or  be 
to  attend. 

4.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in 
dabate,  or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  he 
ahaU,  with  due  respect,  address  himself  to  the 
waiidenf,  confining  hiniself  strictly  to  the  point 
B  dabate. 

5.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice 
m  the  same  debate  without  leave  of  the  house. 

6.  A  qoaetion  being  once  determined  shall 
atand  aa  the  judgment  of  the  house,  and  shall 
net  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the  same 
aaasion,  unloaa  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds  of 
tha  house. 

7.  While  tba  president  is  putting  any  ques- 
tion, the  memben  shall  continue  in  their  seata, 
and  shall  not  hold  any  private  discourse. 

8.  Every  member  wno  shall  be  in  the  house 
whan  any  question  is  pot,  shall,  on  a  division,  be 
eonnted,  nnlaaa  ha  be  personally  interested  in 
tha  dedaion. 

8.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  as  before 
the  boose  unless  it  be  seconded,  and,  when  re- 
q[airad,  reduced  to  writing. 

10.  When  any  question  is  before  the  house, 
it  ahaU  be  determmed  upon  before  any  new 
is  introduced,  except  tha  question  of  ad- 

mnunant. 

U.  Tha  qnaation  on  a  motion  of  adjoom- 


ment  shall  be  taken  beforo  any  other,  and 
without  debate. 

IS.  When  the  house  is  about  to  rise,  every 
member  shall  keep  his  seat  until  the  president 
shall  leave  his  chair. 

Dr.  F.  Carr  produced  a  certi6cate  of  his  ap- 
pointment as  a  lay  deputy  for  the  parish  of 
Fredericksville,  Albemarle  county,  which  being 
read,  was  approved ;  whereupon  he  took  hia 
seat  as  a  member  of  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer, 
D.  D.,  the  Rev.  William  Mesde,  the  Rev.  Dan- 
iel Stephens,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Oliver  Norris, 
the  Rev.  Andrew  Syme,  Mr.  James  M.  Oarnett, 
Mr.  Edwsrd  Colston,  Mr.  William  Mayo,  Mr. 
PhOip  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Edmund  1.  Lee,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  state 
of  the  church  in  this  diocess,  and  report  there- 
upon to  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Edward  C.  M*Guire, 
the  Rev.  Alexander  Jones,  the  Rev.  John  Dunn, 
Mr.  Bushrod  C.  Washington,  Dr.  Jacqueline 
MarshsU,  and  Mr.  Thurmer  Hoffgard,  be  a  cook- 
mittee  to  examine  the  parochialreports. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch, 
the  Rev.  William  H.  Hart,  Mr.  Robert  E.  Steed, 
and  Mr.  Seth  Ward,  be  a  committee  to  examine 
the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  fund  for  tha 
permanent  support  of  the  episcopate  in  this 
diocess. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  Dr. 
Carter  Berkeley,  Mr.  John  Nelson,  and  Mr. 
John  HootT,  be  a  committee  to  examine  tha 
treasurer's  accounta. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer, 
the  Rev.  John  H.  Wingfield,  the  Rev.  SUas  C. 
Freeman,  the  Rev.  Richard  H.  Barnes,  and 
Mr.  William  Latane,  be  a  committee  to  examine 
the  state  of  the  fund  for  the  support  of  the  wid- 
ows of  deceased  clergymen. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore  delivered  to 
the  Convention  the  following 

PASTORAL  AOOBBSS. 

Once  more,  my  beloved  brethren,  hath  the  Al- 
mighty in  his  providence  pennitied  us  to  assem- 
ble in  Convention,  to  come  up  to  the  house  of  Ood 
in  company,  and  to  take  sweet  counsel  together. 
Twelve  months  hsve  elapsed  since  our  Isst  an- 
nual meeting,  during  which  time  we  have  been 
preserved  in  safety,  and  not  one  has  been  taken 
from  our  ranks.  "  Bless  the  Lord,  Oh  our  souls, 
snd  forget  not  all  his  benefits." 

Wiih  the  calla  which  have  been  made  upon  me 
from  various  parts  of  the  diocess  the  last  year  it 
has  been  impossible  for  me  to  comply,  owing  to 
the  want  of  an  assistant  to  fill  my  place  in  this 
city.  As  far,  however,  as  the  duty  I  owe  my  own 
congregation,  and  the  indiaposition  under  which 
I  have  laboured,  would  admit  of  my  abeence  from 
home,  I  have  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  the 
people,  and  have  visited  the  country  parishes. 

On  my  way  home  from  the  Convention  in 
Suunton  last  May,  I  stopped  in  the  county  of 
Cum'oerland,  and  preached  to  an  attentive  aoditory 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  William  Cock.  That  ven- 
erable man,  and  a  considerable  number  of  hit 
neighbours,  still  retain  their  attachment  to  the 
church  of  their  fathers ;  snd  I  have  no  doubt  that 
a  spirited  and  well  qualified  missionary  would 
soon  reviva  ita  intaiaau  in  that  district,  and  rapaii 
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the  deaoktioiii  of  oar  Zioa  in  that  put  of  tho 
diocesa. 

In  the  month  of  June  I  viaited  the  county  of 
Gloucester,  and  ofliciated  on  the  Sabbath  to  a 
large  congregation  in  Ware  Church ;  and  on  the 
day  following  1  rode  to  AbingdcHi  Church,  but  ow- 
ing to  a  heavy  rain  I  preached  to  a  amall  auditory. 
Few  are  the  parishes  which  hold  out  stronger  in- 
ducements for  the  location  of  a  clergyxnan  than 
Gloucester.  The  people,  notwithstanding  their 
long  privation  of  the  services  of  the  church,  con- 
tinue thei  r  attachment  to  our  communion.  Within 
a  few  years  they  have  repaired  one  of  their  housM 
of  worship,  and  would  furnish  a  clergyman  of 
piety  and  t^ents  with  a  comfortable  support.  The 
society  is  excellent,  and  I  am  confident  that  I  do 
them  no  more  than  justice  to  say,  that  a  clergy- 
man might  calculate  with  certainty  upon  a  happy 
•ettlement  in  the  boeom  of  that  affectionate  and 
hospitable  people. 

In  the  month  of  Julv  I  went  to  Williamsburg, 
at  which  place  I  preached  to  a  large  congregation, 
and  also  administered  the  Lord's  Supper.  The 
first  of  August  I  visited  the  town  of  Petersburg  in 
company  with  Dr.  Wihner,  at  which  place  I  ad- 
miniatered  the  Lord's  Supper;  admitted  to  the 
holy  order  of  deacona  the  Kev.  John  Cook  and  the 
Rev.  Luciua  Carter.  I  preached  in  the  evening, 
and  then  bade  them  farewell. 

In  Seotember  I  visited  the  churches  in  Alexan- 
dria, and  preached  to  both  congregations.  In  No- 
vember I  went  to  Hanover,  preached  in  Allen's 
Creek  Church,  and  also  at  the  mansion  of  the  late 
Col  Sims.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cook  is  settled  in  Han- 
over ;  he  ia  domg  much  good,  and  is  very  much 
beloved  by  the  people  of  his  charge. 

The  latter  end  of  November  I  asaio  went  into 
the  lower  country,  preached  and  administered  the 
Lord's  Supper  on  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath,  in 
the  church  in  Williamsburg,  and  in  the  evening 
lectured  at  the  house  of  Judge  Semple,  and  con- 
firmed his  daughter. 

The  Monday  following  I  rode  to  York  town, 
preached  in  the  morning  at  the  courthouse,  and 
m  the  afternoon  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Nelson,  to 
attentive  congregations. 

Last  month  I  visited  the  countv  of  Amelia,  and 
preached  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Meade.  In  that 
county  there  exist  all  the  materials  necessary  for 
the  formation  of  a  respectable  congregation  ;  and 
I  give  it  as  my  decided  opinion  that  a  faithful,  pru- 
dent, and  intelligent  clergyman  would  be  well  re- 
ceived by  the  people,  and  meet  with  abundant  suc- 
cess in  his  ministry. 

To  remedy  some  difllculties,  brethren,  which 
have  presented  themselves  to  view,  I  conceive  it 
a  duty  incumbent  on  me  at  this  time  to  offer  a  few 
observations  on  the  subject  of  an  obedience  to  the 
rubrics  of  the  church ;  and  as  the  clergy  cannot 
charge  me  with  unkindness  in  mv  intercourse 
with  them,  I  trust  my  remarks  will  be  received 
with  the  same  spirit  of  conciliation  with  which 
they  will  be  offered,  and  not  charged  to  a  spirit  of 
improper  domination. 

The  church  of  which  we  are  members  has  al- 
ways faiicitated  herself  upon  the  possession  of  a 
liturgy,  combining  with  the  soundest  sense  the 
purest  and  most  sublimated  devotion:  a  liturgy 
vvhich  has  commanded  the  respect  and  admira- 
tion of  some  of  the  greatest  and  most  enlightened 
men  who  have  Uved  since  the  reformation.  To 
enable  the  clergy  to  conduct  the  devotions  of  the 
people  in  perfect  uniformity,  rubrics  have  been  at- 
tached to  all  the  offices  of  religion ;  a  compliance 
with  which  is  required  of  every  minister  prior  to 
his  ordination. 

Although  the  aervictt  of  ths  church  have  been 


I  thus  guarded,  still  it  has  sometimes  happened  that 
I  a  departure  from  the  liturgy  lias  taken  place,  sod 
I  the  beauty  of  our  incomparable  form  of  wonUp 
been,  in  some  measure,  dfestroyed. 

When  an  individual,  instructed  in  the  peculia^ 
ities  of  our  services,  is  engaged  in  the  duties  of  ths 
sanctuary,  he  can  follow,  with  indescribable  pleas- 
ore,  the  officiating  clergyman  in  the  regular  exer- 
cise of  his  ofllce  ;  he  is  alwavs  prepared  to  units 
in  the  prayers,  and  to  wurahip  the  Lord  in  ths 
beauty  of  holiness,  without  the  least  <ii— r«<^iflB 
of  mind.  But  when  it  so  happens  that  the  clergy- 
man is  inattentive  to  the  rubrics,  the  devotioul 
exercises  of  the  worshipper  are  obstructed:  his 
mind,  instead  of  being  preserved  calm  and  seme, 
becomes  perplexed,  and  his  religious  feeUngi 
changed  into  those  of  disappointment,  if  not  dis- 
pleasure. I  indulge  the  hope,  brethren,  that  in 
those  instances  in  which  the  aberrations  ailndcd 
to  have  been  practised,  they  have  arisen  mors  from 
inconsideration  than  design ;  aqd  that  it  is  onlr 
necessary  to  mention  the  evil  to  nave  it  reroedieo. 

Another  subject  to  which  I  must  call  your  at- 
tention, is  the  fund  for  the  support  of  the  episco- 
pate  in  the  diocess  of  Virginia.  I  do  this  with 
less  reluctance  than  I  otherwise  should,  in  coose- 

?iuence  of  my  age,  and  the  impossibility  of  respug 
rom  it  any  personal  advantages  whatever. 

l*he  bishop  of  the  diocesa  luis  duties  to  perform 
which  render  it  improper  that  he  should  oe  coo- 
fined  to  the  superintendence  of  a  particular  pariah. 
All  the  congregations  in  the  state  form  the  objects 
of  his  pastoral  charge,  and  are  eoually  entitled  to 
his  superintending  care.  Were  Uie  bishop  at  per- 
fect liberty,  he  could  visit  at  pleasure  the  doli- 
tute  parts  of  his  diocess ;  convince  the  people  of 
the  interest  he  takes  in  their  concerns  ;  keep  alive 
their  attachment  to  the  church,  and  prevent  them 
from  a  departure  from  the  fold.  Wnen  confined 
to  the  charge  of  a  single  congregation,  the  en- 
treaties of  those  who  are  destitute  of  ministerial 
aid  cannot  be  complied  with.  His  children  ask 
for  the  bread  of  life  at  his  hands,  and  he  is  obUged 
to  withhold  the  aid  for  wliich  they  implore  :  ther 
plead  their  relation  to  him  aa  to  their  spiiitou 
lather,  and  they  plead  in  vain ;  they  demand  hit 
fostering  care  in  accents  which  touch  hia  heart, 
but  their  demands,  however  reasonable  and  just, 
it  is  beyond  his  power  to  satisfy. 

Such,  brethren,  has  been  my  situation  since  my 
residence  in  Virginia ;  and  such  must  be  the  ailos- 
tion  of  my  successor,  unless  Fome  provision  should 
be  made  to  meet  the  evil.  A  clergyman  of  suita- 
ble talents,  who  would  travel  through  thediocesi, 
and  who  might  be  employed  as  a  missionary  at 
the  same  time,  could,  1  am  well  convinced,  in  the 
space  of  two  years,  complete  the  plan  you  have 
already  commenced,  and  enable  your  diocesan  to 
perform  the  duties  belonging  to  his  office.  What 
person,  who  considers  himself  a  memben-  of  the 
church,  would  refuse  a  few  dollars  for  the  comple- 
tion of  such  an  object  ?  What  Virginian,  who 
recollects  the  attachment  of  his  departed  parents 
to  the  church,  and  who  remembers  the  period 
when  he  was  led  by  them  to  worship  in  our  courts. 
would  shut  his  ears  to  our  petitions,  or  send  Oi 
empty  away  from  his  doors  ?  My  brethren,  I  have 
travelled  too  much  th rough  this  diocess  to  con- 
sider such  an  event  |>ossibie.  I  know  the  Virginia 
character  too  well  to  believe  that  the  old  church, 
dilapidated  as  she  is  in  many  places,  would  adi 
for  bread  and  receive  a  stone.  No,  my  brethren, 
it  is  impossible.  The  remains  of  their  parenti 
lie  interred,  in  many  instances,  within  the  walls 
or  around  the  walls  of  our  ruined  temples ;  ssd 
those  revered  relics  would  make  such  an  appeal 
to  their  hearts  as  thsy  would  not  be  williof  (o 


MS.    Tbe  aaJMut 

id,  and  ia  now  >  m 

ItMiepMOiind  toi    . 

of  ur  nl*rr,  ud  itw  lut  Conrvntiuii 


■nHaina  H»  ■  HDUiw  (um.     i  onnuni  _•. . , _,   , 

■■■itinriii  in  odn  tlat  tbs  puutm  'T"°**  ""■  TTv""."' * 

nckmnraraaMniMUlehpraimnkiD  Uia  EpiKopil  Cbuich  of 
hij  u  tlwj  eoDiidn  aipedicnt  in  tbs 
9  Ood  m  imder  marcf,  mr  balored 
pnrida  in  Ibe  coliiidl  of  bii  cbuTch,  di- 


m 

And  dMn,  on  moboB,  At  Caanaibni  ai- 
joDiiMd  until  lo-momnr  mrnning,  10  o'cUek. 
FitDAT,  Mat  SO,  ias». 

Tba  Cmranljan  nat  ucordipg  to  uRouflt' 
moDt,  tnd  wu  opened  with  diTine  mviea  bf 
the  Rev.  FnnUin  G.  Smith,  (nd  a  MimoB  l^ 
the  ReT.  Daniel  SlefAena.  D.  D. 

The  HeT.  Dr.  Wilmer,  fiom  the  commitlM 
to  tthoiQ  was  refeired  the  summation  of  tba  , 
of  the  treatoTeT  of  the  fanda  of  lb* 


elarnmati  d 
awftthaM 


ik*  biahap  b 


KioniBo  C.  Mooaa. 
lion,  RaiotTad,  That  the  paatoral  ad- 
■"""""■'"     ■  1  tereitcd  to  the  commit- 

J  committee  of  the  diocaaa  made 
•f  tbair  procoedinga  during  the  paat 

tin),  Raaolfod,  That  Mr  Garnetl,  Mr. 
,  Mr.  Oiammer,  and  Mr.  John  Nelaon, 
■iltaa  to  eonaidei  a  propoiitJon  which 
■ade  throoeh  a  niembat  of  Ihii 
H  aathoriird  bj  one  of  tba  beira  of 
||and,  deceued,  to  eSect  an  amicable 
A  of  the  auil  that  is  oow  pending 
M  heiia  of  said  decedent, 
anding  commiltee  of  the  diocaaa  ra- 
il tba;  had  cauaed  the  cinona  of  the 
■latin  to  candidates  for  bolTorden,  to 
I  in  the  brm  of  a  letter,  agrsaablj  to 
■lion  of  the  Uat  ConTeaiion,  which 
t  BOW  rtadjr  for  dittribulion. 
liDB,  the  aacntarj  received  the  foltow- 
ibatiDna  from  iiuidty  pvishsa  of  thii 


The   < 


•30  00 

Lirnnbateri,      - 

SO  00 

SO  U) 

il?ti^^  Hanorer, 

30  00 
WOO 

rwiah.     .... 

10  00 

SO  00 

si^r^i   ': 

12  00 
M  60 

'tm^.          .        .        - 

80  00 

mSST  .       .       ■       ■ 

suoo 

80  00 

■  Idriah,  Loodoun.      -         - 

80  00 

1^  pariah,  MecUenburg.      . 

M  01) 

n  and  Leeda  parish, 

ra  87 

iw's  pari^  JelierMa  conntj, 

18  00 

1  panah.  AmlMnt  counlT, 

10  00 

Bpatiah.  Campbell  couMjr. 

80  00 

ni^,  Bedford  cooniT, 

Ml  Church,  eit;  rf  Bicb- 

SO  00 

80  00 

udU  of  the  fand  for  the  relief  of 
the  widow*  and  orphana  of  deceaaad  cleigf  mOBi 
report,  that  thej  have  sxamined  tba  aame,  which 
is  herewith  eihilHted,  and  tbav  recoi 
tbs  ■ama  be  appro* ad  bj  the  Coot* 

The   aaid  ropoit  « 
Iheiaupoii,  api    ~ 

The  Rei.  i 
on  the  state  of  the  church  in  thia  diocaaa,  pc^ 
aentad  the  following  report : — 

Whereii  the  bidiop  in  hia  paatoral  addraaa  hM 
aReclumatel;  iirnd  upon  hia  clergy  theobaerraiiGa 
of  the  rubric*  of  the  cbureb,  aa  dinctsd  bj  tha 
of  Ihii  Con-  canon*  ;  ukI  ha*  also  iioprsitsd  apm  the  Cat- 
Teolioo  Ibo  nece**ilf  of  maltiitt  aome  ai  i  aiigi 
meat  for  raiaing  a  part  of  the  nurr  lot  the  mb 
port  of  hi*  aauatanl  in  tbe  Honumsntal  ChuRO, 
in  confonnitj  lolbe  rsatdntioc  •dcplad  bf  tbolM 

Remlied,  That  the  CODrenticm  haatlilr  M» 

iatet*  ■  punctual  obaarranee  of  the  aauM,  wanriDg 
thein  of  tba  danger  of  Riding  to  pivindicM  aim- 
poaed  to  exist  against  the  liturgy,  eubet  in  tM 
bnaatsof  tbe  irreligious,  or  of  thoee  who  mar  ba 
preaent  at  oar  churches,  who  are  accostomed  to 
other  eerrices ;  and  peiticulaTlj  would  Ihejr  urM 
il  upon  the  ministers  and  perenta  to  tiain  up  tM 
younger  member*  in  tbs  chnrch  in  tba  use  a  tba 
prsyer-lKKA,  as  tbe  bast  means  of  eosntiiig  a  rn 
ular  and  ediijing  uee  of  the  litorfr,  andwonEl 
also  recommend  it  to  the  mhiiHan  Qccaakaad;  ta 
expatiate  on  tbe  eicellences  and  adTaotaget  ofoot 
incomparable  •errice.  AI  the  hdm  time  tba  Ooik 
Tsotinn  frnli  bound  in  duty  to  the  Charch  of  Tllk 
ginia  to  state,  that  br*  ' — ■—" 


Reaolnd,  That  tha  Uahop  and  alaitJtog  ecBI> 
mittee  be,  and  tberaia  herabranthoiiMdilo  Uk 
pdnt  aoiiM  eooweteat  pertoD  or  pemna  to  call  Mt 
the  mantbota  of  tha  Ejuaeopal  Church  in  tfalt  dk 
oceat,  in  such  placaaaamaTbetboogfatanadiMl^ 
to  aolicil  contrdnliona  Sir  the  pennanaot  niod  te 
the  support  of  tha  bishop ;  and  out  of  the  coatit 
butioos  it  is  recoomeoded  that  aa  moeb  ba  (^ 
naally  appropriated  towaids  tbe  paTHWtU  Of  tba 
aaaiatgnt  of  the  bttho^,  as  maj  be  netawai/  16 
supply  any  deAciencj  in  that  pottioD  of  Ida  lO^ 
port  which  the  dillbiant  Toatiiet  ta  the  dhMM  aa 


pari^sc  of  tha  dioceaa,  upOD  the  at^gect  of  fahiBf 
a  lalarT  (be  tba  auppott  of  Ibe  assMtanl  to  tap 
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read  the  same  from  the  pulpit  to  their  reapectiTe 
congregations. 

On  motion  made  and  seconded, 

Reoolvcd,  That  the  firal  resolution  reported 
by  the  committee  upon  the  sute  of  the  church 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  adopted. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  second  and 
third  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  on 
the  state  of  the  church,  be  for  the  present  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Meade  presented  the  following 
letter,  addressed  to  this  Convention  from  the 
Colonization  Society. 

Office  of  the  Colonization  Society, 
Washington,  \2th  May,  1825. 

To    the    Convention    of  the   Protestant   Episcopal 
Church  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

The  managers  of  the  Colonization  Society  re- 

Stcctfuliy  solicit  the  attention  of  the  Episcu|ial 
onvcntion  tu  the  great  objects  of  their  institu- 
tion. Their  success  has  already  exceeded  their 
expectations.  1*he  coluny  at  Lil)eria  \»  in  a  pros- 
perous and  improving  state  The  interest  in  its 
Mvour  is  more  deep  and  extensive  than  ever  be- 
fore, and  a  thousand  urgent  motives  are  addressed 
to  every  virtuous  mmd,  especially  to  Christian 
ministers,  to  prevent  their  neglect  of  this  encoura- 
ging crisis,  and  to  excite  to  renewed  exertions  in 
this  sacred  cause  of  justice  and  rehzion. 

It  is  through  the  clergy  that  the  board  believe 
they  may  act  most  successfully  on  the  public 
mind.  Much,  therefore,  do  they  desire  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  several  ecclesiastical  l>odies  in  the 
United  States  to  their  plans  and  proceedings. 

They  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  suggest  to  this 
Convention  a  measure  which  they  intend  to  pro- 
pose to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Churches. 

That  a  resolution  be  adopted,  recommending  to 
the  congregations  under  the  care  of  this  Conven- 
tion collections  in  behalf  of  the  Coloniz.ition  So- 
ciety, to  be  made  on  the  4th  of  July,  or  on  the 
Sabbath  immediately  preceding  or  succeeding 
that  day. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

R.  R.  GuR LEY,  Resident  Agent. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  Convention 
have  witnessed,  with  the  deepest  emotions  of 
gratitude  to  God,  the  degree  of  success  with 
which  it  has  pleased  him  to  bless  the  efforts  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society  :  they  ob- 
serve with  pleasure  an  increasing  interest  in  its 
prosperity  everywhere  manifested  throughout 
this  Union,  and  particularly  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  last  Legislature  of  this  state,  and  they 
recommend  continued  and  increasing  exertions 
in  its  favour  to  the  charitable  and  patriotic  in 
this  diocess. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  it  be  earnestly  rec- 
ommended to  the  different  clergymen  and  ves- 
tries of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  within 
this  diocess,  to  have  collections  made  in  their 
respective  churches  on  the  Sabbath  either  pre- 
ceding or  succeeding  the  4th  of  July,  in  aid  of 
the  funds  of  the  Colonization  Society. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election, 
by  ballot,  of  eight  delegates  to  represent  this 
diocess  in  the  next  General  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  fpiscopal  Church  of  the  United 
Bt%im:  whempoa  thm  ioUowing  geaUemeo 


were  duly  elected,  vix  : — Tlie  Rev.  WiUiai 
H.  Wilmer,  D.  D.,  the  Rer.  William  Meade. 
the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  the  Rev.  Ed- 
ward C.  M'Guire,  Dr.  Carter  Berkeley,  Mi. 
William  Mayo,  Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  wad  Mr. 
James  M.  Gamett. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election, 
by  ballot,  of  a  standing  committee  of  the  cbuich 
in  this  diocess  for  the  ensuing  year :  whereupoi 
the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected, 
viz. : — The  Rev.  William  H.  WiUner,  the  Rev. 
Oliver  Norris,  the  Rev.  John  Dunn,  the  Heo. 
Bushrod  Washington,  Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee,  and 
Mr.  George  Taylor. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  mtiC 
again  to-morrow  morning,  at  10  o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  21,  1825. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjoim- 
ment,  and  was  opened  with  divine  service  bv  iht 
Rev.  Sylvester  Nash,  and  a  sermon  by  the  Rev. 
William  Meade. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hatch,  from  the  commiltee 
appointed  to  examine  the  state  of  the  fund  for 
the  permanent  support  of  the  episcopate  in  tlui 
diocess,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  is 
follows : — 

The  committee  on  the  fund  for  the  rapport 
of  the  episcopate  have  had  the  subject  under 
consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report,  at  Al- 
lows : — 

In  the  year  1823,  there  was  vested  in 
bank-stock  of  the  Farmers*  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  at  par  value,       -         92,050  00 

Also,  in  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, -         -         -         -         -  1,200  00 

Also,  one  turnpike  share,  not  consid- 
ered valuable,       ....     IQQ  QO 

During  the  past  year,  and  up  to  the 
present  period,  there  have  accrued 
to  this  fund,  chiefly  in  dividends  on 
stock, 402  16 


$3,752  M 


This  last  amount,  with  the  exception 
of  $9  C6,  has  been  invested  in  tlie 
Farmers*  Bank  of  Alexandria,  from 
all  wliu-h  it  appears  that  the  sum 
total  of  the  fund  for  the  support  of 
the  episcopate  is,  as  above  stated,  93,752  16 
Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  W.  Hatch, 
Robert  E.  Stbbo, 
Sktr  Ward, 
Wm.  C.  Latakb, 
Wm.  H.  Hart. 

The  said  report  was,  on  the  question  pot 
thereupon,  approved  by  the  Convention. 

On  motion  made  and  seconded. 

Resolved,  That  the  second  and  third  retoh- 
tions  reported  by  the  committee  upon  the  atate 
of  the  church  be  now  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  resolutions  were  accordingly  taken  op 
and  read. 

And,  on  motion  made  and  seconded, 

ReMlved,  That  the  Mcond  raaolutioa  npa^ 
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ITS 


tA  TMlirdii;  b;  the 

of  ihr  diurrh  he  indofinilPlv  postponed. 

The  numcK  or'  ihois  who'  voted  in  Ihe  >mrm- 
■live  area.  fuliu'An:— 

Tfte  Re«.  John  Dunn.  Ihn  Kflv.  Edward  C. 
M'Guire,  ihx  Uev.  William  Meade,  the  Kcv. 
AndiRw  Syine,  the  Rst.  William  H.  Wiliner, 
(he  Rev.  PrEderick  W.  Match,  Ihe  Kev.  Will- 
iam Crawfoid,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Stppheni,  the 
llcT.  Reurl  Keith,  the  Rev.  John  II.  W'lu^tidd, 
Ihe  Rev  Ch^rlei  H.  Page,  the  Kfv.  Aleiaiider 
Jones,  the  Kei.  Sihts  U.  Fiueman,  the  Rev 
SrlTeeier  NHh,  the  '.lev.  Fianklin  G,  ^inJlh, 
ifae  KcT.  Nicholas  H.  Cobha,  the  Rev.  Johti 
Cook,  the  He*.  Qeorge  A.  Smith  ;  Mviarx.  John 
Gtammer,  jr.,  Seth  W«rd,  Edward  Colston, 
GeoigD  Ilainillon,  John  .Nelnon,  Robert  ti. 
Steed.  Philip  Nelson,  Jacqueline  A.  Manhalt, 
Bushrod  C.  M'ailiin^ton.  EJmnnd  Penn,  Ar- 
oiutevl  Moiby,  Thunner  Ha^i;»rd,  Francli  Nel- 
M>n,  Chailea  A.  AlennJer.  William  C.  l.ataiie. 
Richard  Cioiton,  Heiir;  WarriiiK.  JuHn  lloolT, 
William  Majo,  Jolin  O.Wilhama,  Carter  Berke- 
lej.  P.  Carr— <0. 

Thenaineaof  those  who  volcil  in  the  negative 
are  aa  followa: — 

The  Rev.  Wdliam  H.  H.rt.  the  Rev.  Mark 
I..  Cherera,  the  Kev.  Koberl  B.  Croea,  MesBis 
Edmund  1.  Lee,  John  Dove,  and  Jutnea  M.  Gdt- 


Kesolved,  utumimouslf,  That  the  third  reio- 

■tate  of  Ihe  cliureh  be  iuIo|ited. 

The  Ker.  William  Meade,  from  the  Board 
of  Truateea  of  the  Theulogieal  School,  present- 
ed a  report,  which  was  read,  as  folkiwi . — 
Rrpri  «/  thi  Bwrd  o/  7'"«""  «/  lit  Thnl-ciait 

awmWcJ  m  ftirAimnd,  .Miy  I'.'rt,  \»a. 


enabled  to  report  tu 
the  |>teseni  seasHHi.  tu 
tweniyoneyoingmen 
aiiidiea  under  the  two  ] 
very  imponsni  charge. 

true  friends  of  religion 
iDL-rabers  of  ttie  Con' 


ins  in  bfliibei 


ery  thing 


iiid  the  ehuirli,  and  as  llic 
fnliun,  In  particular,  er" 
pruceedings,  we  here  Willi 
il  of  the  dillcrent  atllijFCIi 
igaired  the  atlentiull  of  the 


the  advent  of  our  Saviour,  the  Ji 
•ad  the  Evidence!  of  the  Inapiii 
(urea.  The  teit-books  ius<l  a 
book*  oT  the  Old  Testament,  am 


iry  of  the  Church  bcfti 


pela  and  the 


They  luive  aim  >|icnt  a 


Epinlea  and  about  twenty  chapter*  of  laaiah  to  He- 
brew. The  profeaaor  or  Syrteroatic  Divinity,  Ec- 
clesia»li.-a)  Hiirtory,Bri.l  tlw  .Saiwro.  MImslTj.and 
foiiiyof  tlKCnurch,re|iurtB,lliat  there  were  nine 

...J....I J.-  1. L„  ^jyg  j^^g  through 

ice  in  the  week  Ihe^ 

_^ Divinity  and  Kcclesl- 

ical  Hulury,alU>matelyi  havcnnished  Pearson 


the  following 


■JU'llt 


to  Magee  and  Slscihouii 


.  alto.  10  produce 

.  -,,„c„  ,.<„n-,>ai-uii  uii   cnOh  book  Of  tjinptUrB, 

giving  an  Account  of  ila  authtiiticity,  contenta, 
scope,  design.  Ore.  In  Ihiswny,  iliewholeeourae 
III  ihislirauch  is  mm  nearly  cuinplelf^d,  Kccleai- 
jniii'sl  Puiity,  the  Book  ol  Coiiiiuoii  Prayer,  ant 
Canons  of  tin-  Chunili.  remain  ytl  to  be  sludHd. 
UesHleii  Ihne  oierciin,  eai-.h  iiinnlier  of  Uw  daai 
IS  requirsil,  in  iil|ibalielir.  riHiitiun.  >o  read  Ida  aat- 
vice  ul  llie  churcn.  ami  a  ■ermoii  of  hia  own  com' 
poaiiioii.  Dn[«  a  week,  in  presence  ul  the  profea- 
'  the  whole  achool.      'I'he  students  are 


niniftry  diligently  engaged,  daily  adding  some- 

liiiig  to  iliuir  Kiock  of  u^-lul  lufunnaliun.  arqui- 

nil'  an  aucurste  kniiw](\lge  of  the 

aacrod  teil. 

■a|>Ofi)'"v^ih 

winch  they  must  cunlriHl  agd;iisl  ih 

e  enemies  of 

which  tliey  Rill  aoon  be  railed  tipiin 

operJiirmin 

iiiiw  wsiUng 

to  eiijuy  tlH'ir  lirst  raiwurs  of  love. 

Beaideatl^ 

so.,  pni^ule.  llie  studenU  meet  on  o< 

the  prnfo-. 
B  evening  of 

each  week  lor  Ihe  pnr,iow  of  mutual  eciili cation. 

he,  are  also 

sciively  and  usefully  eii?ai;c.l  on  the 

SaMiath.  in 

Ihe  Si 


in  Aleia 


they  take  part  in  the  n'ligioua  < 
D  meeting  in  the  town  ur  m  ila  aubuiba, 
[  the  poor  and  destitute, 
the  puipnaa  of  oblaimng  an  accurate  knowl- 
edge  ol'  Ilia  ajutitiial  cundiliun  of  the  world,  and 
especially  of  uur  own  eountrj-  and  churcli,  and 
ilierrby  sllbctmg  (heir  hearts  with  a  lively  concent 
for  Ihe  same,  ami  ileterminnig  what  part  (bey  will 
take  ill  iinprtmng  that  cunduiun.  Ihe  students  liara 
followed  IM  gi)i>dexam|ile  of  their  bielhreu  in  the 
"~  inial  Seminary,  by  inatttuting  a  aociety  of  m- 
,-.-y,  and  entering  lulo  such  cuirespondeoce  aa 
hhall  be  moal  likely  lo  alTunl  them  the  needful 
infornulioii.  particularly  by  sfiliciting  a  free  uiln- 


olesHirs  to  whom  they  bad  in- 
lani  charge  during  the  last  and 
It  appeared  highly  desirable  to 
some  o(  the  various  departmenta 


e  afpoipiitit  >  committM 


'SSi 
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powers  to  Mlect  some  suitable  person  to  be  profes- 
sor of  Systematic  Divinity  and  Pulpit  Eloquence. 

1*0  meet  the  additional  exi>cn8e  of  one  of  tlie 
new  prol'esBora,  is  a  subject  which  has  for  some 
cime  past  engaged  the  attention  of  the  friends  of 
our  seminary,  and  it  is  confidently  behoved  that 
such  arrangements  can  be  made  as  will  ensure  a 
competent  support  to  a  suitable  professor. 

In  relation  to  the  funds  of  the  seminary,  the 
board  have  to  state  that  its  collections  have  ex- 
ceeded the  sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
subscriptiuns  the  sum  of . 

The  agents  appointed  to  obtain  further  subscrip- 
tions have  been  prevented,  by  a  variety  of  causes, 
from  performing  the  duty  assigned  them ;  but  they 
hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  all  things 
wiU  bo  favourable  to  a  successful  prosecution  of 
this  work,  and  they  will  be  en»bled  to  present  our 
school  to  all  the  fnends  of  the  church  throughout 
the  diocess,  soliciting  that  pecuniary  assistance 
which  is  so  needful  to  its  prosperity.  In  the  mean- 
time, we  cannot  refrain  from  taking  this  opportu- 
nity of  addressing  ourselves  to  those  especially 
who,  from  their  local  situation  or  other  circum- 
stances, may  have  never  been  applied  to,  and  ear- 
nestly beseech  them  to  consider  the  claim  which 
this  mstitution  hss  upon  their  pious  charity ;  we 
b&g  them  to  consider  the  good  example  which 
Christians  and  philanthropists  in  every  age  and 
church  have  afforded  to  the  world  by  tfie  endow- 
ment of  such  institutions,  and  particularly  how 
those  who  have  ahoundod  m  the  wealth  of  this 
world,  or  had  few  depeniiants  and  connexions  ur- 
^g  a  strong  claim  upon  their  earthly  goods,  have, 
m  making  their  arrangements  for  departing  this 
life,  endeavoured  so  to  dispose  of  their  possessions 
as  to  make  them  redound  most  to  the  good  of 
mankind,  and  the  glory  of  that  God  whose  bles- 
sing maketh  rich,  and  who  will  require  at  our  hands 
a  strict  account  of  all  the  talents  committed  to  our 
trust. 

It  is  v'  '  indescribable  pleasure  that  the  board 
DOW  ma^  ["ention  of  those  auxiliary  education 
soc'.  tie  .lich  have  been  formed  in  aid  of  the 
great  otij  ^t  of  the  seminary.  These  are,  with  few 
Of  any  exceptions,  under  the  direction  of  the  female 
members  of  the  church,  who  also  contribute  far 
the  greater  part  of  the  funds.  To  their  zeal  are 
we  indebted  for  an  annual  sum  which  has  not  only 
enabled  a  considerable  uuml)er  of  indigent  and 
pious  young  men  to  pursue  their  theological  stud- 
ies at  our  seminary,  by  defraying  their  needful 
expenses,  but  has  enabled  us  to  support  a  profes- 
sor before  the  interest  of  our  permanent  lund  is 
sufficient  for  the  purpose.  Wo  commend  their 
example  to  the  imitation  of  all  our  congregations, 
and  more  particularly  to  the  attention  of  our  imn- 
isters,  in  whose  power  it  is,  by  a  zealous  and  per- 
severing prosecution  of  this  plan,  to  support  our 
seminary,  and  make  it  yield  all  the  benefits  to  the 
church  tor  which  it  was  dt*signed.  But  the  board 
cannot  conclude  on  this  subject  without  the  most 
particular  and  emphatic  mention  of  one  duty,  on 
the  right  performance  of  which  it  is  well  assured 
the  genuine  piety  and  usefulness  of  the  institution 
depend.  That  duty  we  can  express  in  no  words 
so  suitable  and  impressive  as  those  of  our  blessed 
Master :  "  The  harvest  truly  is  great,  but  the  la- 
bourers are  few ;  pray  ye  therefore  the  Loni  of  the 
harvest,  that  he  would  send  forth  more  labourers 
into  the  harvest."  We  entreat  our  Christian 
friends,  and  the  ministers  especially,  in  their  pri- 
vate and  social  prayers,  to  remember  this  subject, 
and  lay  it  before  the  Lord,  entreating  him  to  put 
it  into  the  hearts  of  pious  youths  of  our  church  to 
devoca  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and 
lb  du|AM  (ho  bttitte  of  fumaoB  algb  to  euppliMtto 


this  honour  and  blessedness  for  their  children.  Il 
such  a  spirit  as  this  pervade  the  Christian  mm 
hers  of  our  communion,  we  shall  have  God  for  on 
friend,  and  theieforc  must  prevail. 

F'rom  the  present  prosfrects  of  the  schocrf,  tb 
h(»rd  entertain  the  hope  that  it  will  be  preparec 
to  take  a  respectable  rank  amoi^  the  similar  id 
stitutions  established  by  the  church.  The  6e» 
eral  Seminary  in  New-York  has  been  for  sooM 
time  in  successful  progress.  A  diocesan  school 
in  Ohio  is  about  to  commence  its  operations,  also, 
with  encouraging  prospects.  Experience  hu 
proved  that  there  is  ample  room  ana  demnnd  foi 
the  Theological  School  of  Virginia.  By  its  local 
convenience,  ami  by  its  accommodation  to  ths 
habits  and  marmers  of  our  southern  country,  it 
attracts,  without  conflicting  with  the  interests  of 
the  General  Seminary,  a  patronage  and  support 
which  otherwise  would  be  lost  to  the  cause  of  the 
church.  Many  of  the  students  now  attacheii  to  it 
would  have  attended  no  seminary,  and  probably 
would  have  been  alienated  from  the  church. 

W  ith  the  Bible  chart  before  us,  as  delineated  by 
our  vencritble  church,  we  hope  that  the  coant 
pursued  by  the  seminary  will  be  honourable  woA 
prosperous  to  itself  and  the  church ;  and  that  the 
students  who  may  come  forth  from  the  institntioB 
will  be  sound  ministers  of  the  church,  combininK 
the  love  of  order  and  unity  wiih  that  experimenUu 
acquaintance  with  the  religion  of  the  neart,  and 
that  zealous  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  minine* 
rial  functions,  which  alone  can  rernler  them  m- 
spectable  and  useful  in  the  Lord's  vineyard. 

The  trustees  herew  ith  present  a  copy  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  which  they  have  adopted  for 
the  government  of  the  school. 

CHAPTER  I. 

0/  the  Cotirse  of  Theologieal  Ltttrming. 

The  course  of  theological  learning  to  be  purtiml 
in  this  seminary  shall  embrace  the  following  de> 
partments  -. — 

1.  Oriental  and  Greek  literature— comprishif 
the  knowledge  which  is  necessary  to  the  critKU 
study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  the  ongmal  Ian* 
guages. 

2.  Biblical  learning — comprehending  whatevw 
relates  to  the  criticism  of  the  sacred  text. 

3.  The  interpretation  of  the  Scriptures — exhBh 
iting  the  principles  of  Scriptural  interpretatioBb 
and  the  meaning  and  practical  application  of  the 
sacred  writings. 

4.  The  evidences  of  revealed  religion — estab* 
lishing  the  genuineness,  authenticity,  and  credibil- 
ity of  the  Scriptures,  and  a  view  ot  the  character 
and  effects  of  Christianity,  of  the  various  objectioiie 
of  infidel  writers,  with  a  refutation  of  them,  and 
of  moral  science  in  its  relations  to  theology. 

5.  Systematic  divinity — presenting  a  metbodicd 
arrangement  and  explanation  of  the  truths  con- 
tained in  the  Scriptures,  with  the  authorities  sot* 
taming  these  trutns ;  a  sistement  and  refatatioB 
of  t  he  erroneous  doctrines  attempted  to  be  deduced 
from  the  sacred  writings ;  and  a  particular  view 
and  defence  of  the  system  of  faith  professed  by  thi 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

6.  Ecclesiastical  history— displaying  the  histoiy 
of  the  church  in  all  ages,  and  particularly  of  the 
Church  of  England  arid  the  Protestant  Epitcopel 
Church  in  this  country. 

7.  The  nature,  ministry,  and  polity  of  the  chmch 
— comprising  a  view  of  the  nature  en  the  ChriatiaB 
church,  and  of  the  duty  of  preservii^  its  unity ;  of 
the  authority  and  orders  of  the  ministry,  wiUi  a 
statement  and  elucidation  of  the  principles  of  ec- 
clesiastical polity,  and  in  explanation  and  defence 
of  that  of  the  ProtMUnt  Epiaoopal  Chnich ;  and 
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i)bo  in  ezhibitkm  of  the  authority  and  adTantagea 
of  liturgical  service,  with  a  history^  eiplanation, 
and  defence  of  the  hturgy  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Churchf  and  of  its  rites  and  ceremonies. 

8.  Pastoral  theology  and  pulpit  eloquence — ex- 
jriaining  and  enforcing  thequalihcations  and  duties 
of  the  clerical  ofljce ;  and  including  the  perform- 
ance of  the  service  of  the  church,  and  the  compo- 
ation  and  delivery  of  sermons. 

CHAPTER  II. 

Of  the  Faculty, 

The  bishop  and  professors  shall  constitute  a 
faculty,  and  meet  according  to  their  own  rules ; 
the  presence  of  a  majority  of  the  professors  being 
necessary  to  form  a  board.  The  bishop,  when 
present,  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  board. 

CHAPTER  III. 

Of  the  Student*. 

1.  Every  person  producing  to  the  faculty  satis- 
tonr  evidence  of  his  having  been  admitted  a 

candidate  for  holy  orders,  with  full  qualifications 
■coording  to  the  canons  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church  in  the  United  States,  shall  be  received 
as  a  student  in  the  seminary.  All  others  may  be 
admitted  who  shall  produce  satisfactory  evidence 
of  rehgioua  and  moral  character,  and  of  classical 
and  scientific  attainments,  and  in  general  of  such 
dispoaitiona  and  habits  as  may  render  them  apt 
and  meet  to  exercise  the  ministry. 

2.  Every  student  shall,  on  his  admission  into 
tlie  seminary,  subscribe  his  name  to  the  following 
declaration,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose : 
— We,  the  subscribers,  students  of  the  Theologi- 
cal School  of  Virginia,  do  solenuily  promise,  with 
reliance  on  divine  grace,  that  we  will,  during  our 
connexion  with  the  seminary,  faithfully  obev  the 
laws  thereof,  and  diligently  prosecute  all  the 
atndies,  and  perform  all  the  duties,  which,  accord- 
IM  to  the  rules  of  the  institution,  may  be  required 
of  as ;  and,  furthermore,  that  we  will  uniformly 
cultivate  reUgious  and  moral  dispositions  and 
habits;  and,  by  every  means  within  our  proper 
sphere,  endeavour  to  promote  the  rejmtation  and 
interests  of  the  seminary. 

3.  On  the  admission  of  a  student,  his  name 
shall  be  entered  m  a  book  to  be  kept  by  the  facul- 
jty  for  that  purpose ;  and,  in  appropriate  columns, 
opposite  each  name,  shall  be  recorded  the  time  of 
admission  of  the  students  respectively,  the  time 
of  their  discontinuing  attendance,  and  the  cause 
of  the  same.  And  this  list  shall  be  laid  before  the 
trustees  at  their  stated  meetings. 

4.  The  focultv,  consisting  of  the  bishop  and 
professors,  ahall  nave  the  power  of  suspending  or 
expelling  any  student,  for  reason^  which  they  may 
deem  sufficient  In  the  case  of  the  expulsion  of 
a  student  who  is  a  regularly  admitted  candidate 
for  orders  in  this  church,  or  of  his  leaving  the 
ssminary  without  approv^  reasons,  information 
of  the  fact  shall  be  sent  to  the  bishop,  or,  where 
there  is  no  bishop,  to  the  standing  committee  of 
the  diocess  to  which  such  candidate  belongs. 
But,  as  occasions  may  occur  when  the  prompt 
exercise  of  discipline  may  be  required,  the  profes- 
•on  alone  shall  have  the  power  to  suspend  a 
student  from  the  school  until  due  notice  shall  be 
given  to  the  bishop  of  the  nature  of  his  offence, 
and  of  the  time  appointed  for  the  trial,  if  a  trial  be 
deemed  necessary. 

5.  As  mere  theological  learning,  unaccompanied 
with  real  piety,  ia  not  a  sufficient  qualification  for 
the  ministry,  it  is  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
Mndent,  with  an  humble  reliance  on  divine 
liaoe,  to  be  aaiidiiotis  in  the  cultivition  of  evan- 


gelical faith,  and  a  toand  practical  piety ;  neither 
contenting  himself  with  mere  formality,  nor  run- 
ning into  fanaticism.  He  must  be  careful  to 
maintain,  every  day,  stated  periods  of  pious  read- 
ing,  meditation,  and  devotion ;    and   occasional 

rial  seasons  for  the  more  solemn  and  enlarged 
rvance  of  these  duties,  together  with  that  of 
such  abstinence  as  is  suited  to  extraordinary  acta 
of  devotion,  having  due  regard  to  the  days  and 
seasons  recommended  for  this  purpose  by  the 
church.  In  order  to  excite  just  views  of  the 
nature,  responsibilities,  and  obligations  of  the 
clerical  office,  he  ahould  frequently  and  carefully 
read  over  the  services  for  the  ordination  of  dea- 
cons snd  priests,  with  the  view  of  making  their 
contents  the  subjects  of  serious  reflection,  and  an 
incitement  to  fervent  prayer,  that,  if  admitted  to 
either  of  those  offices,  he  may  have  grace  to  be 
faithful  in  the  dischsrge  of  its  duties.  He  must 
be  regular  in  his  attendance  on  the  public  service 
of  the  church,  not  only  on  Sundays,  but  also,  as 
his  studies  and  other  duties  will  admit,  on  holy- 
days  and  prayer-days.  Sundays,  in  particular,  he 
should  consider  as  devoted,  except  the  portions 
of  them  occupied  in  the  stut^  services  of  the 
church,  to  the  private  use  of  means  for  his  adU 
vancement  in  Christian  knowledge  and  piety. 
And,  with  a  view  to  the  promotion  of  the  same 
great  object,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  professors 
to  commence  their  respective  lectures  or  recita- 
tions with  an  office  of  devotion  suited  to  the  pur- 
pose, and  to  incorporate  with  their  instructions, 
as  opportunity  is  afforded,  such  advice  and  direc- 
tions as  may  tend  to  the  religious  improvement  oi 
the  students,  and  to  their  proper  view  of  the  true 
character  and  weighty  obligations  of  the  gospel 
ministry. 

CHAPTER   IV. 
Of  the  Cavrte  of  Study. 

1.  The  full  course  of  study  in  thi  seminary 
shall  occupy  three  years,  each  yea*-  nurising 
one  session,  commencing  on  the  se^c  Vednes- 
day  in  October,  and  terminating  on  seccmd 
Wednesday  in  July.  There  shall  also  be  a  sus- 
pension of  the  exercises  of  the  seminary  on 
Christmas-day,  on  Ash- Wednesday,  on  the  week 
immediately  prece<ling  faster,  and  on  all  days  of 
thanksgiving  or  fasting  appointed  by  the  eccle- 
siastical or  civil  authonty. 

2.  There  shall  be  three  classes  in  the  seminary ; 
the  term  of  study  in  each  of  which  shall  be  one 
year.  The  students  who  enter  the  first  year 
shall  compose  the  third  class ;  those  advanced 
into  the  second  year  the  second  class  ;  and  those 
into  the  third  year  the  first  class. 

Third  clasg.—'Yh\»  class  shall  pursue  the  study 
of  Oriental  and  Greek  literature  ;  of  Biblical 
learning  and  the  interpretation  of  Scripture  ;  of 
the  evidences  of  revealed  religion,  and  of  Jewish 
antiquities. 

Second  class. — This  class  shall  continue  the 
critical  study  of  the  Scriptures,  snd  shall  com- 
mence the  study  of  moral  science  in  its  relation 
to  theology,  of  systematic  divinity,  and  ecclesias- 
tical history. 

First  class. — This  class  shall  finish  the  study  of 
svstematic  divinity,  of  ecclesiastical  history,  and 
snail  also  complete  the  course  of  instruction  in 
the  nature,  ministry,  and  polity  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and 
canons  of  the  church. 

3.  Every  student  shall,  besides  attending  to  the 
appointed  recitations  of  his  class,  produce  such 
expositions  of  Scripture,  critical  dissertations, 
sermons,  or  other  compositioDB,  as  the  professors 
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shall  direct     And  one  day  in  each  week  the 
classes  shall  meet  with  the  profesaors,  for  the 

Serfonnance  of  the  services  of  the  church,  the 
eiivery  of  un^inal  sermons,  snd  such  other  exer- 
cises  as  they  may  thitik  proper. 

4.  Such  arrangements  shall  be  matle  by  the 
faculty,  as  that  euch  clasa  bhail  attend  some  one 
of  the  pnjfcBsors  at  least  once  every  day. 

5.  The  professors,  in  their  respwtive  depart- 
ments, shall  use  ab  text-books  such  works  only 
as  are  included  m  the  course  of  study  which  has 
been  or  may  be  recommended  by  the  House  of 
Bishops,  or  as  may  l»e  approved  bv  the  faculty. 
And,  immediately  after  the  close  of  each  session, 
the  professors  shall  pise  notice,  in  such  mode  as 
they  may  think  proper,  of  the  day  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session,  and  of  the  books 
which  will  immediately  \>c  used  by  the  class 
which  next  enters  the  semmary. 

6.  In  order  more  efl'ectually  to  secure  the  bene- 
fits of  the  above  course  of  study,  every  applicant 
for  admission  shall  enter  the  seminary  in  the 
third  class,  at  the  commencement  of  the  tin»t  ses- 
sion ;  unless,  iipon  examination  by  the  faculty,  he 
be  found  qualified  to  take  his  station  in  either  of 
the  other  classes,  or  in  the  said  third  class,  at  any 
period  aifler  the  commencement  of  its  first  ses- 
sion :  in  either  of  which  cases  he  may  be  admitted 
acconlingly,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same  rank  and 
privileges  as  the  original  members  of  the  class 
into  which  he  enters. 

7.  Every  student  in  the  seminary  must  be  a 
memb<*r  of  one  of  the  classes,  and  engage  in  all 
the  studies  which  ap()crtain  to  his  class. 

8.  At  the  close  of  the  second  session  in  every 
year,  the  students  shall  undergo  an  examination 
on  their  studies  by  the  faculty,  in  the  presence  of 
such  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  as  can  be 
conveneil. 

0.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  full  course  of  study, 
each  student  who  ithall  have  sustained  his  exami- 
nations in  a  yaiisfactory  nmnner  shall  receive  a 
testimonial  of  the  same,  signed  by  the  profe^sors, 
and  countersigned  by  as  many  of  the  trustees  as 
may  be  convenient. 

On  motion  made  and  seconded, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  report  be  received. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Keith,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts, 
presented  arepoit,  >*hich  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasurer's  accounts 
beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  had  the  same 
under  due  consideration,  and  find  them  to  be 
correct. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  tht:  said  report 
be  received  and  approved. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  M'Guire,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  the  parochi.-il  reports  were  referred, 
presented  the  following  report : — 

The  committee  on  the  parochial  reports  have 
had  them  imder  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to 
present  them  to  the  Convention  in  the  following 
condensed  form : — 

St.  James's  church,  Lersburg,  Shelbume  parish, 
is  reported  bv  Uid  rector  as  in  an  impr  *ving  state. 
A  Female  Mishionary  Society  has  l>een  lately 
formed— a  libernl  di>natv)n  has  been  made  to  the 
General  Missionary  Si>ciety.  Baptisms  twenty- 1 
ei?ht— communicants  forty— marriages  nine. 

The  state  of  Augusta  parish,  Staunton,  is  re- 
ported as  nearly  the  same  as  at  the  litst  Conven- 
titm.     Haptisms  thirteen^nmmunicants  twenty  '. 
•rrfunerala  four— man iages  five.  1 

Si  Maitin's  psxiah,  Hanow.    This  pariih  ii  I 


in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  membert  of  tin 
church  manifest  a  laudable  zeal  for  its  support,  is 
for  the  Bup(>ort  of  other  religious  inatitulioat, 
I'here  is  a  Sunday  School  and  an  auxiliary  Edu- 
cation Society  in  this  paiish,  which  promise  much 
usefulness.  BHpiisins  six— communicania  fortjr 
seven— funerals  three— marriagea  five. 

The  parish  of  Hampshire  haa  uiidergone  very 
little  change  since  the  last  report,  lis  prospects, 
however,  are  growing  brighter.  Much  zeal  and 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  church  are  dis- 
placed by  the  few  who  have  there  rallied  arouiid 
ner  standard.  They  have  evinced  the  sin(*erity 
of  their  attachment,  in  the  zealous  efforts  made 
by  them  fur  the  election  of  a  house  uf  worsiiip. 
An  edifice  of  respectable  dimensions  has  lieen 
conunencrd.  Baptisms  five— conrniunicants  thir- 
ty-four—one  funeral. 

Kanawha  parish.  There  are  signs  of  consider- 
able improvement  in  this  parish.  The  gospel  hat 
exerted  a  favourable  influence  on  the  morals  of 
the  people. 

St.  Paul's  parish,  King  George,  and  Waahing' 
ton  parish,  Westmoreland.  The  church  in  tlutaa 
parishes  has  undergone  no  material  change  since 
the  last  report.  Baptisms,  for  two  years,  thntyr 
five— communicants  thirty-six — marriages  five- 
funerals  sixteen. 

Church  on  Richmond  Hill.  This  concregstioQ 
has  much  improved  within  the  last  year,  and  iti 
present  pros{>ects  are  highly  flattering.  Baptistni 
thirty-five  —  communicants  twent) -eight  —  mar- 
riages twenty. 

Lyiinhavnn  parish.  In  this  psrisli  e\ery  dispo* 
sit  ion  is  shown  to  advance  the  interests  of  reli- 
gion, it  is  said  that  a  tine  field  exists  for  the 
lal)Ours  of  a  pious,  active  clergyman,  who  woukl 
lie  well  received,  and  a  reasouuble  support  given 
him. 

St.  Andrew's  parish.  The  state  of  the  church 
in  this  parish  im,  upon  the  whole,  encouraging. 
There  is  a  Bible  cla>s  vihich  is  well  altende<l ;  ao 
auxiliary  Kdiication  Society,  which  promises  con- 
siderable aid  to  the  important  object  uf  lis  forma- 
tion. The  nuniher  of  conimumcants  has  con- 
Riderably  increased  during  the  past  ^car;  the 
whole  number  about  seventy-five— baptisms  twen- 
ty-five. 

Hamilton  parish,  Fauquier  county.  The  con- 
gregations are  generally  larijre  in  this  parish,  and 
give  giKxI  evidence  of  a  prulltable  reception  of  the 
won!  of  God.  There  is  anr>ng  ihein  a  flourishing 
auxiiiar)'  Education  Soi-ieiy.  Baptisms  li.tcen— 
communicants  upwards  of  fifty — buiials  four — 
mnrrisiges  three. 

The  rector  of  St.  Psul's  church,  Alexandria, 
feels  bound  to  acknowledge  ihe  goodness  of  iha 
Ijoni  towards  the  afHiirs  of  his  congregation. 
The  iiuml>cr  of  pew-holders  and  of  conununicanis 
hab  increased  during  the  last  year;  and,  although 
he  has  to  lament  that  lukewarmness  and  world li- 
ntss  too  much  prevail  among  them,  he  has,  never- 
theless, cauM»  of  rejoicing  in  many  instancea  of 
pietv  and  zeal,  and  in  several  interesting  additions 
to  the  communion  from  among  the  younger  part 
of  the  congregation. 

The  Sunday  School  attached  to  the  church  con- 
sb<ts  of  one  hnn<Iretl  and  thirty,  and  is  in  a  pros- 
perous state.  There  is  also  a  class  fmnied  from 
among  the  children  of  the  congregatum,  for  in- 
struction in  the  Bible  and  Book  of  Common 
Prayer. 

'1  he  Female  Charitable  Society  belonging  to 
the  congregation  is  also  pursuing  its  labours  wiih 
Buccess,  and  increasing  prospects  of  iisefulnesa. 
It  now  numbers  upwartls  of  one  hundred  female 
children,  who  are  inatnictvd  weakly  in  ihp  vai^ 
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i:htial  Church,  Norfolk.  The  Rer,  GeoigiA. 
Smith  baa  been  miniale  of  this  paiidi  ainca  tba 
hniofMaicb.  Uunng  ihisprnodiberebaTe  bew 
eleven  bapliama — eiglii  bunals— four  maniagt*. 
The  numberof  communicanlsieona  hundred  and 
sevenly-lbrfe. 

The  state  of  the  church  is  represented  aa  proa- 
petuus.  An  auxiliary  Female  Education  Socielr 
that  formtily  exiated  has  been  revived,  and  ita 
membera  are  lealously  en™ed  m  aduucing  Iha 
pumosesofils  formatioiL  TBe monthly meetinja 
of  liiH  society  sro  allended  by  the  mmistei,  and 
ioterestingiBiigninB  iiiielUgence  IS  "    * 
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St.  James's  ■parish,  Mcehlenb"(g.  The  rector 
reports,  that  he  has  late  eitendcd  hia  blbountO 
IliD  pnnsh  of  Antrim,  in  the  county  of  H^i&i, 
where  he  rcgulatly  preaches  one  Sabbat  in  tba 
TAon  li,  and  where  h  has  reason  to  hope  ihal  Ua 
laboura  wil)  not  be  in  vain  m  llie  I>ofd.  V/iS 
lie  consent  of  the  vestry  ul  St,  James's  pariah,  Ite 
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few  warmly  attached  and  ezemplazy  members  of 
the  church.  The  congregation  in  Lynchburg  at- 
tend divine  service  in  the  Masons'  Hall,  the  use 
of  which  has  been  obhgingly  continued  to  them. 
Lynchburg  has  had  the  services  of  Episcopal  mm- 
istry  for  only  about  two  years ;  yet  the  congrega- 
tion is  usually  as  large  as  can  be  accommodated, 
and  several  ol  the  old  members  have  had  the  pre- 
possessions of  their  youth  revived,  and  have  found 
pleasure  in  joining  ui  the  use  of  the  liturgy-  It 
18  beUeved  that  a  knowledge  of  the  Coiumou 
Prayer  is  increasuig,  and  that  some  are  learning 
to  offer  UD  their  devotion  with  the  spirit  as  well 
as  the  understanding.  The  great  inconveniences 
that  have  been  sufiered  from  a  confined  place  of 
worship,  are  likely,  tlirough  the  g(Hxinesa  of  God, 
to  be  soon  removcdL  A  neat  and  convenient  brick 
church,  of  such  size  as  to  afford  accommodation 
to  the  congregation,  has  just  been  commenced, 
nod  is  expected  to  be  finished  by  the  first  of  May. 
The  subscriptions  made  by  their  brethren  and  fel- 
low-citizens generally,  and,  in  particular,  the 
Christian  zeal  and  hberality  of  one  f canity ^  have 
laid  the  Episcopal  congregation  there  under  great 
obligations.  On  Christmas  last  the  Holy  Com- 
munion was  administered  for  the  first  tune  ac- 
cording to  the  usages  of  our  church,  when  seven 
communicants  attended,  some  of  them  for  the 
first  time.  Baptisms  six — burials  two— one  mar- 
liage. 

Monumental  Church.  The  rector  reports  the 
congregation  as  in  the  same  state  as  at  the  last 
Convention. 

Wheeling  Church.  The  minister  of  this  church 
reports  twenty-eight  communicants  —  baptisms, 
thirteen  children  and  two  adults— marriages  twen- 
ty. Edward  C.  M'Guire,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  said  report  be 
Accepted. 

Mr.  Gamett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  proposition  from  one  of  the 
heirs  of  Evan  Ragland,  deceased,  presented  the 
following  report : — 

The   committee   to  whom  was  referred  the 

{proposition  from  one  of  the  heirs  of  Evan  Rag- 
and,  deceased,  have  considered  the  same,  and 
find  that  it  involves  several  legal  questions  of 
too  complicated  a  nature  to  be  duly  deUberated 
upon  at  this  time,  in  full  Convention.  They 
would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  to  the 
Convention  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution '.-— 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Nelson,  ir.,  of 
Mecklenburg,  and  Mr.  William  Leigh,  of  Hali- 
fax, be  appointed  a  committee  in  behalf  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia,  with 
full  and  unlimited  powers  to  act  in  any  manner 
which  to  them  may  appear  best  for  the  interest 
of  the  church  in  relation  to  the  devise  made  to 
the  church  by  Evan  Ragland,  deceased,  con- 
cerning which  a  suit  is  now  pending  before  the 
Court  of  Appeals  ;  and  the  Convention  hereby 
pledges  itself  to  confirm  any  compromise  or 
other  act  which  this  committee  may  make  on 
this  subject. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  said  report 
be  accepted,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Convention  be  tendered  to  the  ministers  of  the 
Presbyterian  and  Methodist  churches  in  this 
place,  for  the  liberal  and  kind  offer  of  their 
churchto  ftir  tha  XII9  of  (bip  C^iTsntioD. 


On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  thankt  of  tUa 

Convention  be  tendered  to  the  citizens  of  tkii 
place,  for  their  kind  and  hotpiiable  attentions  to 
the  members  of  this  Convention  during  iu 


sion. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  750  copies  of  th« 
Journal  of  this  Convention  be  pnnted,  and  dia* 
tributed  by  the  secretary  among  the  parishai, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  bishop. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  thia 
Convention  be  prcsenned  to  the  secretaiy  and 
treasurer  for  their  faithful  services. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  for  the  Diocess  of  Virginia  be  held  in 
Lynchburg. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  it  ahall  hercafUr 
be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  to  mnke  their  report  on  the  first  day 
of  each  meeting  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion,  Re&olved,  That  the  treasurer  ba 
directed  to  pay  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  to  tha 
doorkeeper  of  thia  Convention,  for  his  aervicet 
rendered  during  the  present  session. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  WilUioi 
Meade,  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer,  Dr.  Caiw 
ter  Berkeley,  Mr.  William  Mayo,  and  Mr. 
Philip  Nelson,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  nominap 
ted  to  the  General  Convention,  aa  tmsteea  of 
the  General  Theological  Seminary. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  meat 
again  in  the  town  of  Lynchburg,  on  the  thiid 
Thursday  iu  May  next. 

Richard  Channino  Moorb, 
Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  Virginia. 

Teste,         John  G.  Williams,  Secretaiy. 


valedictory  address. 

On  the  Sunday  evening  after  the  adjoommeot 
of  the  Conventum,  the  clergy  stood  around  the  sl^* 
tar,  when  the  bishop  thus  ^ectionately  addresMd 
them  : — 

At  the  close  of  every  session  of  the  Convention 
it  has  been  our  custom,  my  beloved  brethren,  lA 
hover  around  the  altar  of  (he  Lord  Jesus:  sod« 
while  thus  standing  near  the  throrM  of  our  AU 
mighty  Parent,  to  take  our  leave  of  each  other,  and 
to  supplicate  God  for  a  continuance  of  his  blessing 
upon  us,  and  upon  the  church  committed  to  oar 
csre.  For  this  practice  we  have  a  precedent  m 
the  conduct  of  St.  Paul,  who,  prior  to  his  depar- 
ture from  Ephesus,  called  thee  Iders  of  thn  church 
together,  and  imparted  to  them  his  pastoral  admo* 
nition. 

He  first  enjoined  them  to  take  heed  to  them- 
selves. As  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  Christ, 
intrusted  with  the  dispensation  of  the  gospel,  ba 
entreated  them  to  take  heed  to  themselves — to 
take  care  of  their  own  vincysrds — to  cultivate 
their  own  minds,  and  to  wstch  over  their  own 
conduct.  This  advice  the  apostle  knew  to  be  na» 
cessary,  as  it  would  have  been  unreasonable  to 
8i)pposc  that  they  would  be  watchful  over  otheit, 
whose  zeal  di<l  not  influence  them  to  take  a  pro- 
dent  care  of  themselves. 

After  having  thus  cautioned  them  agamat  tha 
neglect  of  their  own  hearts,  he  told  them  to  taka 
heed  to  all  the  flock  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost 
had  made  them  overseers.  As  shepherds  watch 
om  UiKif  rI^0bp^  ukA  odI  j  to  paavam  thBm  fm 
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•tnying  twty,  bat  also  to  lead  them  into  good 
puturet,  00  the  ministers  of  Ephesus  were  charged 
with  the  supermtendence  of  the  people.  Take  a 
constant  care— exercise  an  unceasmg  vigilance 
over  the  spiritual  concerns  of  the  congregations 
committed  to  your  charge,  lest  beasts  of  prey 
should  seiie  and  devour  them— lest  Satan  and 
their  own  corruptions  should  alienate  their  affec- 
tions from  the  Almighty,  and  sink  them  in  eternal 
ruin.  '*  Watch  ye  in  all  things— endure  afflictions 
— do  the  work  of  evangelists—make  full  proof  of 
your  ministry." 

The  concern  with  which  you  are  intrusted,  re- 
member, brethren,  is  the  church  of  the  living  God 
--«  church  purchased  with  the  blood  of  Christ — 
a  purchase  which  exhausted  the  treasury  of 
heaven— a  purchase  which  cost  the  Son  of  God 
his  life — a  purchase  which  crimsoned  Mount  Cal- 
vary with  blood— a  purchase  which  angels  wit- 
newed  with  drooping  wings  and  thrubbinf  hearts. 

The  neglect  of  your  duty  would  involve  in  it 
the  greatest  guilt.  Your  neglect  would  amount 
to  a  contempt  of  that  blood  with  which  the  pur- 
chase of  our  salvation  was  made;  and  would 
stamp  your  characters  with  present  disgrace,  and 
consign  you  to  eternal  ruin. 

We  are  most  assuredly  to  give  an  account  of 
oor  stewardship.  How  dreadful  will  be  the  state 
of  that  clergyman  who,  after  having  undertaken 
the  superintendence  of  a  congregation,  withholds 
his  pastoral  attention,  and  pcmuis  the  people  in- 
tmiAed  to  his  care  not  only  to  wander  from  the 
path  of  duty,  but  to  plunge  into  destruction ! 

What  will  he  his  situation  at  that  moment  in 
which  the  angel  shall  swear  that  lime  shall  be  no 
more — at  that  moment  when  the  earth  and  sea 
shall  give  up  their  dead — at  that  moment  when 
jtrm  noortal,  from  Adam  to  his  last  bom  son, 
shall  stand  naked  and  defenceless  before  God? 
What,  1  ask  you,  will  be  the  condition  of  a  sloth- 
ful, wicked  clergyman,  at  that  tremendous  hour? 

See,  sdvancing  before  the  tribunal  of  Heaven, 
some  unhappy  sinner,  who,  when  the  sentence  of 
condemnation  shall  be  pronounced,  will  charge 
the  ruin  of  his  soul  to  the  man  to  whose  pastoral 
care  be  had  been  confided.  Blessed  Jesus — may 
tha  condemned  sinner  say — I  acknowledge  that  I 
Jhave  transgressed  thy  righteous  laws ;  but  O, 
maiciful  God !  my  earthly  pastor  led  ine  astray. 
At  the  time  in  which  I  violated  thy  precepts,  he 
proclaimed  peace  in  my  ears,  and  1  believed  his 
report.  He  sanctioned  my  aberrations  by  his  own 
practices ;  and  to  him,  in  the  face  of  an  assembled 
aniverse,  I  charge  th^  destruction  of  my  precious 
aooL  If  misery  will  be  the  portion  of  every  offend- 
er, my  brethren,  how  aggravated  will  be  the 
misery  of  a  wicked  clergyman !  When  sinners  of 
a  common  description  will  call  to  the  rocks  to  fall 
CD  them,  a  wickeo  clergyman  will  cry  out  in  agony 
— Mountains,  cover  me  fiom  the  presence  ca 
Ood! 

On  the  other  hand,  how  transjponing  will  be 
the  situation  of  a  watchful  shepherd— a  faithful 
minister  of  religion.  At  that  hour  in  which  the 
heavens  will  be  rolled  up  like  a  scroll,  and  the 
^elements  melt  with  fervent  heat,  a  pious  clergy- 
man will  anse  from  his  tomb  in  peace  and  tran- 
quillity. The  happy  spirit  of  some  immortal  being 
will  proclaim  him,  in  the  courts  of  heaven,  as  a 
man  who  had  been  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty.  To  him,  blessed  Jesus,  I  acknowledge  myself 
indebted  for  an  acquaintance  with  divine  things. 


I 


I  He  instracted  me  m  my  duty— he  taught  me  how 
to  pray— his  holy  life  and  conversation  rdSected 
light  upon  my  path,  and  it  is  through  his  instm- 
mentality  that  1  found  the  ways  of  religion  plms- 
antness,  and  all  her  paths  the  paths  of  peace.  To 
such  a  steward  the  Redeemer  will  graciously  say 
— **  Come,  thou  blessed  of  my  father — enter  thoa 
into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

Several  of  you  have  just  commenced  your  min* 
isterial  career.  To  you  the  path  of  pastoral  duty 
— the  labours  and  dimculties  wiUi  which  you  wiu 
have  to  encounter,  are  unknown.  Put  on,  my 
beloved  sons,  I  beseech  you,  put  on  the  whole  ar- 
mour of  God ;  for  vou  will  need  that  armour  to 
defend  you  from  the  attacks  of  the  powers  of 
darkness.  Depend  not  on  your  own  strength ;  for 
if  you  do,  you  will  find,  to  your  loss,  that  yoa  ar« 
trusting  to  a  broken  reed.  Rely  not  on  your  own 
wisdom  and  knowledge ;  for  your  duties  are  such 
as  require  the  wisdom  and  Knowledge  of  angels 
to  enable  you  to  perform  them  to  advantage. 
Ask  wisdom  of  God  to  teach  you.  Seek  spiritual 
strength  from  God  to  sustain  you.  "  Be  strong  in 
the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might." 

To  be  successful  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospeli 
ou  must  be  in  earnest.  A  soldier,  to  be  uwful  to 
is  country— to  arrive  at  eminence  in  his  profes- 
sion, must  be  devoted  to  his  duty.  A  lawyer,  pro*, 
vided  he  wishes  to  occupy  hign  ground,  must  fis 
his  eye  upon  the  utmost  point  of  legal  eminence, 
and  surmount  the  most  complicated  difficulties,  to 
obtain  distinction.  A  merchant  who  wishes  to  be 
at  the  head  of  the  department  in  which  he  moves, 
must  be  a  man  of  business  and  not  of  pleasure— a 
man  of  industry  and  not  of  indolence.  A  clergy- 
man, to  be  usenil  to  his  fellow-creatures,  and  scr. 
ceptablo  to  his  divine  Master,  must  read,  an4, 
mark,  and  learn  the  word  of  God.  He  must  bo 
always  ready  to  perform  his  duty — it  must  be  hit 
meat  and  his  drink  to  do  the  will  of  the  Almighty. 
When  called  upon  for  the  discharge  of  pastorsi 
duties,  be  must  let  his  people  see  that  it  is  hia 
pleaaure  to  complv  with  all  their  reasonable  de^ 
mands,  and  that  he  derives  enjoyment  from  tho 
exercise  of  his  office. 

Actine  upon  such  principles,  a  clergjrman  wil| 
rise  in  the  esteem  of  God  and  man.  A  good  no-, 
derstanding,  combined  with  prudence,  will  lead 
him  from  small  things  to  great :  and,  like  water, 
his  merit  will  find  its  own  level.  Press  forwud, 
then,  towards  the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  your  high 
calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.  Take  a  bold  staod 
upon  the  mount  of  virtue,  and  keep  it.  Be  con- 
tented with  nothing  leas  than  ministerial  fideUty. 
A  drone,  remember,  is  a  useless  animal — an  indo- 
lent clergyman  is  worse  than  useless — he  is  tha 
destroyer  of  souls. 

Finally,  mv  sons,  strive  to  advance  the  eternal 
interests  of  those  committed  to  your  care — mread 
their  wants  before  the  throne  of  Almiehty  dod— 
and  plead  with  heaven  in  their  behalf.  Visit,  as 
much  as  is  compatible  with  your  duty,  the  wasto 
places  of  Zion ;  and  endeavour  to  raise  from  their 
ruins  our  dilapidated  churches.  The  time  is  very 
short— death  is  at  the  door— we  have  not  one  mo- 
ment to  lose.  Live,  I  beseech  you,  live  near  to 
God.  Live  as  you  would  wish  you  had  lived 
when  you  come  to  die.  Be  faithful  unto  death— 
and,  should  we  never  meet  again  in  this  world,  I 
trust  we  shall  meet  in  heaven.  May  the  Almigh^ 
take  you  into  his  holy  keeping— guide  you  by  hy 
counsel,  and  at  last  receive  you  into  glory. 
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Jcumal  of  the  Proeeedingrs  of  «  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcooal  Church  of  the  Dioeettef 
Virginia^  vhieh  oMtembled  tn  the  town  of  Lynchhurg,  on  Thursday,  tke  18M  day  of  May,  1836 


Thb  Convention  met,  and  the  church  in  this 
place  was  consecrated  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
Moore,  D.  D.  Divine  service  was  performed 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilmer,  and  a  sermon  delivered 
by  the  bishop. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore,  D.  D.,  took 
tbe  chair  as  president  of  the  Convention. 

The  following  clergymen,  entitled  to  seats  in 
this  Convention,  appeared  and  took  their  seats, 
vix. : — 

The  Rev.  William  Meade,  Frederick  parish, 
Frederick  county ;  the  Rev.  Daniel  Stephens, 
D.  D.,  Augusta  parish,  Staunton ;  the  Rev.  Wm. 
H.  Wilmer,  D.  D.,  Saint  Paul's  Church,  Alex- 
andria ;  the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  Christ  Church, 
Alexandria,  parish  of  Fairfax  ;  the  Rev.  Edward 
C.  M^Guire,  St.  George's  parish,  Fredericks- 
burg ;  the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  Fred- 
•ricksviUe  parish,  Albemarle  county  ;  the  Rev. 
Charles  H.  Page,  Kanawha  parish,  Kanawha 
county ;  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Croes,  assistant 
minister  of  the  Monumental  Church,  Richmond ; 
liie  Rev.  Mark  L.  Chevers,  Suffolk  parish,  Nanse- 
mond  county ;  the  Rev.  John  Cooke,  St.  Mar- 
tin's parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa  counties  ;  the 
Rev.  Franklin  G.  Smith,  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Lynchburg  parish,  Lynchburg  ;  the  Rov.  Nich- 
•las  H.  Cobbs,  Russell  parish.  Bedford  county  ; 
the  Rev.  Stephen  S.  Gunter,  Hungar's  parish, 
Northampton ;  the  Rev.  William  F.  Lee,  St. 
James's  parish,  Northam,  Goochland  county,  and 
Raleigh  parish,  Amelia  county  ;  the  Rev.  John 
P.  M*Guure,  St.  Anne's  and  South  Famham  par- 
ishes, Essex  ;  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Ducacnet, 
M.  D.,  Christ  Church,  Norfolk  ;  the  Rev  .Will- 
i^m  Steele,  St.  James's  parish,  Mecklenburg ; 
the  Rev.  Johannes  E.  Jackson,  Frederick  parish, 
Frederick  ;  the  Rev.  John  T.  Brooke,  Norborne 
parish,  Berkeley  ;  the  Rev.  Edward  R.  Lippit, 
Professor  in  the  Theological  School,  Alexandria ; 
the  Rev.  George  A.  Smith,  Fredericksburg. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Carter  Berkeley  and  John 
G.  Williams,  Esq.  be  a  committee  to  examine 
the  certificates  of  appointments  of  the  lay  depu- 
ties ;  who  then  withdrew,  and  after  a  short  time 
returned,  and  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
certificates  of  the  lay  delegates,  have,  according 
to  order,  examined  the  same,  and  report  that  the 
following  persons  have  been  duly  elected  lay 
delegates  to  this  Convention  : — 

Edward  Valentine,  jr.,  Augusta  parish,  Au- 
gusta county ;  Fordyce  F.  Bowen,  Henrico  par- 
iah, Henrico  county  ;  Yeamans  Smith,  Saint 
George's  parish,  Fredericksburg ;  John  G.  Will- 
iams, Monumental  Church,  Richmond ;  lliomas 
L.  Laune,  South  Famham  parish,  Essex  ;  Hugh 
Montgomery,  Bristol  parish,  Petersburg  ;  Balda 
M'Daniel,  Russell  parish,  Bedford  county  ;  Seth 
Ward,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg;  Philip 
Nelson  and  Obed  Waite,  Frederick  parish,  Fred- 
erick ;  Carter  Berkeley,  St.  Martin's  parish, 
Hanover  and  Louisa  counties ;  Edmund  Penn 
.9X4  Richaid  S.  Ellia,  Lexington  parish,  Am- 


herst ;  Edmund  Berkelev,  Kanawha  parish,  Kan- 
awha county;  Hugh  Nelson,  Fredericks ville  par- 
ish, Albemarle  county  ;  Thomas  L.  Robeitaon, 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson, 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  order  adopted 
by  the  last  Convention  for  the  government  of 
their  proceedings,  be  the  rules  of  proceeding 
during  the  present  Convention  \  which  rules  are 
as  follow  : — 

1.  The  business  of  every  day  shall  be  intro- 
duced with  the  morning  service  of  the  church. 

2.  When  the  president  takes  the  chair,  no 
member  shall  continue  standing,  or  shall  after- 
ward stand  up,  except  to  address  the  chair. 

3.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  tke 
service  of  the  house,  unless  he  have  leave  or 
be  unable  to  attend. 

4.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  de- 
bate, or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  hs 
shall,  with  due  respect,  address  himself  to  th« 
president,  confining  himself  strictly  to  the  point 
m  debate. 

5.  No  member  shall  sp«>ak  more  than  twice 
in  the  same  debate  without  leave  of  the  house. 

6.  A  question  being  once  determined  shall 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house,  and  shall 
not  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the  same 
session,  unless  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds 
of  the  house. 

7.  While  the  president  is  putting  any  ques- 
tion, the  members  shall  continue  in  their  seats, 
and  shall  not  hold  any  private  discourse. 

8.  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  house 
when  any  question  is  put,  shall,  on  a  division,  be 
counted,  unless  he  be  personally  interested  in 
the  decision. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  as  before  the 
house  unless  it  be  seconded,  and,  when  required, 
reduced  to  writing. 

10.  When  any  question  is  before  the  house,  it 
shall  be  determined  upon  before  any  new  thing  is 
introducpd,  except  the  question  of  adjournment 

n.  The  question  on  a  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment shall  be  taken  before  any  other,  and  with- 
out debate. 

12.  When  the  house  is  about  to  rise,  every 
member  shall  keep  his  seat  until  the  president 
shall  leave  his  chair. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Convention 
will,  during  its  present  session,  adjourn  each  day 
at  half  past  2  o'clock. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  appointment 
of  a  trustee  of  the  Theoloj^cal  School,  in  the 
place  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Norris,  deceased,  where- 
upon the  Rev.  Mr.  Keith  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer, 
D.  D.,  the  Rev.  William  Meade,  the  Rev.  Dan- 
iel Stephens,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Franklin  G.  Smith, 
the  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  Mr.  Philip  Nel- 
son, Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  Mr.  Seth  Ward,  and  Dr. 
Carter  Berkeley,  be  a  committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  church  in  this  dio- 
cesa,  and  report  thereupon  to  thia  ConTentioii. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  theReT. 
Frederick  W.  Hatch,  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Du- 
cachet,  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Croes,  Mr.  Robin- 
eon,  Mr.  Valentine,  and  Mr.  Penn,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  parochial  reporta. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Lippit,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Paee,  the  Rev. 
E.  C.  M*Guire,  the  Rev.  John  P.  M'Guire,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Waite,  and  Mr.  Latane,  be 
m  committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  fund  for  the  permanent  support 
pi  the  episcopate  in  this  diocess. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  E.  C.  M'Guire,  Dr. 
Berkeley,  and  Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilmer,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Keiih,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lee,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Quoter,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chevers,  Mr.  Bowcn, 
and  Mr.  Yeamans  Smith,  bo  a  commitiee  to  ex- 
amine the  state  of  the  fund  for  the  support  of 
the  widowa  and  orphans  of  deceased  clergy- 
men. 

The  Corvvention  proceeded  to  the  election,  by 
ballot,  of  a  standing  committee  of  the  church  in 
thia  diocess  for  the  ensuing  year  : — whereupon 
the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected,  viz.  : 
the  Rev.  William  H.  Wilmer,  the  Rev.  Daniel 
Stephens,  the  R^.  £.  C.  M'Guire,  Dr.  Carter 
Berkeley,  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Philip 
Nelson. 

Tlie  bishop  having  retired,  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson 
was  called  to  the  chair. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev  Mr.  Silas  C.  Free- 
man be  invited  to  attend  the  aittings  of  this 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  will  meet  each 
day  during  ita  session  at  the  hour  of  9  o'clock 
A.  M. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  Convention  adjourn- 
ed until  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 

Friday,  May  19,  1826. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Bishop  Moore. 

The  Rev.  John  H.  Wingfield,  of  Portomouth 
parish,  Norfolk  county,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat. 

The  parochial  reporta  were  handed  in  and 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  upon  paro- 
chial repo.rtf . 

The  aiandinff  committee  of  the  diocess  for  the 
last  year  made  a  report  of  their  proceedings 
during  the  year,  which  was  read. 

The  seasion  was  then  suspended,  for  the  pur- 

Kae  of  attending  divine  service  by  the  Rev. 
r.   Lippit,   and  a  sermon  by  the    Rev.  Dr. 
Stephens. 

A  letter  waa  received  and  read,  from  Will- 
iam Leiffh,  Esq.,  upon  the  subject  of  the  de- 
vise to  the  church  by  Evan  Ragland,  deceased ; 
and,  on  motion,  the  same  was  referred  to  the 
committee  upon  the  state  of  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Wilmer,  from  the  committee 
<m  the  atate  of  the  church,  preaented  a  report, 
which,  on  motion,  waa  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  £.  C.  M*Giure,  from  ihe  corn- 
to  fwamiiw  tbt  tnunrer^a  ao- 


counta,  presented  a  report,  which  waa  read  and 
acceptea. 

On  motion,  Reaolved,  That  the  treasurer  be 
directed  to  send  to  the  General  Convention,  by 
the  bishop,  the  sum  of  twenty-six  dollars,  as  the 
quota  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  Gen- 
eral Convention,  for  the  purpoae  of  defraying 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  same. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Wilmer,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  examiriation  of  the 
accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  funds  q{  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  clergymen 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia,  made  the 
following  report : — 

The  committee  on  "  the  fund  for  the  relief 
of  distressed  widows  and  orphans  of  clergy- 
men,'* have,  according  to  order,  had  the  aubject 
committed  to  them  umlcr  consideration,  and  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  the  account  of  the  treasurer, 
rendered  to  the  Convention,  has  been  examined 
by  them,  and  found  to  be  correct. 

The  committee  would  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Convention  to  the  importance 
of  this  fund,  and  the  duty  of  cheriahins  it. 
Some  years  ago,  it  waa  resolved  by  the  Con- 
vention that  tl>e  subscribers  should  be  released 
from  their  past  arrearages,  by  paying  up  the  en- 
suing current  annuities.  Very  few  subscrip- 
tions, however,  have  since  ceen  received,  and  • 
general  indifl'erence,  it  would  aeem,  prevails 
upon  the  subject.  The  committee  would  there- 
fore recommend,  that  some  one  person  should 
be  appointed,  whose  business  it  shall  be,  at  each 
Convention,  to  make  a  personal  call  on  the  aub- 
scribers  for  their  dues,  and  to  obtain  further 
subscriptions  to  the  fund. 

It  appears  also  to  your  committee,  that  the 
constitution  of  the  society  requires  some  modi- 
fication, adapted  to  the  present  state  of  its  con- 
cerns. They  would  therefore  recommend  to 
the  Convention  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Edward  C.  M*Guire 
be  appointed  to  aid  the  standing  committee,  as 
agent  for  obtaining  and  collecting  subscripticms 
to  "  the  fund  for  uie  relief  of  distressed  widows 
and  orphans  of  clergymen." 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  committee  to 
whom  the  management  of  this  fund  is  commit- 
ted, be  requested  to  revise  the  constitution  of 
the  society,  and  to  report  to  the  next  Convention 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  amendmenta,  are 
necessary  for  the  better  effectuation  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  society. 

On  motion.  The  above  report  was  accepted, 
and  the  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  secretary  received  the   following  con- 
tributions from  sundry  parishes  of  thia  oQoceat 
for  the  "  Contingent  Fund  :" — 
Abingdon  and  Ware  parishes,  -      $15  00 

Town  and  parish  of  Suffolk,  -  -  20  00 
Henrico  parish,  -  -  -  -  16  00 
Christ  Church,  Fairfax  pariah,  -  80  00 
Lynnhaven  pariah,  Princeaa  Anne,  -  10  00 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk,  -        -        30  OQ 

Russell  pariah,  Bedford,  -  80  OQ 


AmoaQt  caniad  Ibrwiid, 
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Amount  brought  forward, 
Kanawha  and  Cabell  parishes. 


$160  00 
13  00 
Huiiffar*s  parish,  Norihampton,  -  15  00 
St.  JwmBB^B  parish,  Mecklenburg,  -  34  00 
Lexington  parish,  Amherst  county,  15  00 

Trinity  Church,  Porumouth  parish,  23  50 

Frederick  pariah,  Frederick  county,  30  00 

St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex,  -  -  80  00 
South  Famham,  Essex,  -        -         13  75 

St.  George's  parish,  Fredericksburg,  25  00 
St.  Paul's  Church.  Alexandria,  -  20  00 
Bristol  parish,  Petersburg,  -  -  30  00 
Norborne  parish,  Berkeley,  -  -  15  00 
St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa,  30  00 
Augusta  parish,  Augusta  county,  -  10  00 
Monumental  Church,  Richmond,  -  30  00 
Donation  by  a  gentleman,       -        -        30  00 

$493  25 

Resolved,  That   the  old   subscribers  to  the 

Widows'   Fund   be   discharged    from   all   past 

claims,  and  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 

fond,  by  paying  their  ensuing  annual  dues. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow morning,  9  o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  20,  1826. 

TIm  Convention  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayers  by  the 
^ight  Rev.  Bishop  Moore. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Keith,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  parochial  reports,  pre- 
aanted  the  following  report : — 

Tho  committee  on  the  parochial  reports  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  have  ez- 
jamined  and  condensed  them,  and  are  now  pre- 
pared to  hand  them  over  to  the  secretary  for 
publication,  or  to  dispose  of  them  otherwise,  as 
$hie  Convention  may  be  uleased  to  direct. 

R.  Kbith,  Chairman. 

Whereupon,  it  was  Resolved,  That  these  re- 
ports be  published  as  condensed  by  the  com- 
Aiittee. 

PAROCHIAL   REPORTS. 

St.  James's  parish,  Northam,  Goochland  coun- 
ty, and  Raleigh  parish,  Amelia  county.  Efforts 
are  now  makmg  to  revive  the  church  in  these 
parishes.  For  twenty  or  thirty  years  they  have 
been  destitute  of  the  services  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  The  success  which  has  attendeci  the  ex- 
ertions but  very  recently  made,  authorizes  hopes 
that  our  interests  will  rapidly  gain  strength,  and 
our  liturffy  again  clothe  the  devotions  of  many  dis- 
ciples. In  the  parish  of  St.  James  there  are  two 
buildings  which  had  been  suffered  to  decay ;  one 
has  been  put  in  tolerable  repair,  and  the  other 
will  shortly  be  rebuilt.  In  these  churches  divine 
service  is  regularly  celebrated. 

One  of  the  buildings  in  Raleigh  parish  is  also 
about  to  be  repaired,  and  the  services  of  the 
church  will  be  performed  twice  a  month.  The 
people  express  great  delight  at  the  prospect,  and 
manifest  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  the  church ; 
the  spiritual  condition  of  these  parishes  may  be 
inferred  from  the  foregoing  statement. 

Monumental  Church,  Richmond.  Communi- 
cants about  140.  The  Sunday  School  connected 
with  this  parish  is  in  a  flourishing  comlition,  con- 
nating  of  more  than  one  hundred  children,  and, 
Oavugb  tbe  Uodatato  mmiuMm  ol  mmnA  young 


ladies  and  gentlemen,  the  former  of  whom  hKn 
devoted  much  time  lo  the  prosecution  of  their  uih 
dertakiiig,  bids  fair  to  become  a  fruitful  nursery 
of  pure  and  undefiied  religion.  The  Education 
Society  has  contributed  liberally  during  the  psit 
year  to  the  funds  of  the  parent  institutioD,  and  hat 
now  at  ita  disposal  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
A  Bible  class  of  young  men  has  been  formed,  the 
members  of  which,  though  few  in  number,  pursue 
their  studies  with  zeal  and  diligence,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  season  it  is  contemplated 
to  revive  the  female  class,  the  exercises  of  which, 
from  various  causes,  have  of  late  been  suspended. 

Church  on  Richmond  Hill.  This  congregation 
is  gradually  improving,  and  ita  present  prospects 
are  favourable.  The  minister  has  contested  tbe 
claims  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  to  the  giriw- 
lands  in  this  parish,  and  succeeded  in  obtaming  a 
decree  of  the  chancellor  in  favour  of  the  church. 
The  Sunday  School  attached  to  this  church  is  m 
a  highly  flourishing  condition.  Communicanta 
about  thirty — baptisms  twenty-seven — marriages 
seventeen. 

Trinity  Church,  Portsmouth.  There  has  been 
very  liltie  change  in  the  state  of  this  parish  since 
the  last  Convention.  The  congiegation  has  some* 
what  increased,  and  seems  to  be  generally  a  little 
more  serious  and  attentive.  Meetings  huve  been 
established  in  the  week  at  private  houses  for 
prayer  and  exhortation,  which  sppHsar  to  be  viewed 
with  interest.  There  is  a  catechetical  class  of 
about  twenty  five  children,  who  manifest  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  instructions  the  rector 
imparts  to  thorn  on  the  catechism,  collecta,  and 
articles  of  the  church.  Marriages  six — t»aptisins 
nine— communicants  fifteen— funerals  seven. 

Since  last  Octot)er,  the  rector  has  had  under 
his  ciiarge  the  destitute  parish  of  Lynnhaven,  m 
the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  in  which  he  has 
preached  regularly  once  a  month.  The  congre- 
gations of  late  have  been  for  the  most  part  very 
small  and  irregular.  Baptisms  four— one  funeru 
— communicants  not  known. 

St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover,  has  expenenccd 
but  little  change  since  the  last  Convention.  It 
has  lost  some  cominunicnnts  by  removals  snd 
deaths,  but  the  number  added  keeps  up  aliout  the 
same  amount.  In  addition  to  the  societies  before 
cxi.sting,  there  is  one  auxiliary  to  the  Bible  So- 
ciety of  Virginia.  Communicants  forty-seven— 
baptisms  six — marriages  live — funerals  seven. 

Staunton,  Augusta  parish.  The  state  of  this 
parish  is  not  materially  different  from  what  it  was 
at  the  last  report.  Communicants  about  sixteen— 
marriages  nine— baptisms  four — funerals  two. 

St.  James's  pansh,  Mecklenburg,  continues 
much  in  the  same  state  as  when  last  reported. 
The  past  year  has  been  one  of  deep  aflHiction :  sev- 
ci[al  have  been  removed  by  death,  and  a  few  have 
been  added  to  our  communion.  BaptisniN  thirty- 
six— marriages  three — communicants  forty-three 
— deaths  three. 

In  Halifax  the  prospects  appear  to  brighten. 
The  number  of  communicants,  though  small,  are 
sincerely  attached  to  the  doctrines  and  worship 
of  our  church.  By  the  liberality  of  the  ladies  of 
his  parish,  the  rector  has  l)een  constituted  a  life 
meml>or  of  the  Education  Society.  Commimi- 
cants  eight— one  death. 

The  rector  of  Hungar's  parish  reports,  that 
since  his  induction,  the  congregations  have  been 
very  attentive ;  that  there  appears  to  be  a  grow- 
ing attachment  to  the  services  of  the  church,  and 
that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  church,  by 
the  blessing  of  God,  will  revive.  Baptisrus  six- 
teen—funerals twenty-five — communicants  about 
tvpeDtyh-"<IM  tod  rarao>fed  once  last  reportt  ( 
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Chrut  Church,  FUrfaz  ptrith.    During  the  put 

Sr,  tbu  church  hu  been  deeply  efflicted  by  the 
th  of  Its  eicellent  and  highly-reiipected  p«8tor. 
The  present  rectur  entered  upon  his  duties  in 
November  last,  since  winch  time  there  have  been 
tiuree  additions  to  the  sacrament — live  baptisms 
— two  marriages— four  funerals.  The  Sunday 
School  and  Bible  class  of  children  belonging  to 
tfM  congregation,  and  the  Female  Education  So- 
ciety of  tiie  two  churches  in  town,  continue  to 
floansh,  and  the  Bible  class  of  ladies  lately  estab- 
lished promises  to  do  well. 

Rusaell  parish,  Bedford  county.  The  rector  of 
kfaw  pariah  reports,  that  the  interests  uf  the  church 
ire  alowly,  but,  he  trusts,  steadily  advancing.  Du- 
nny  the  past  year  two  houses  of  public  wor- 
riiip  have  been  erected.  The  congregations  are 
lignly  respectable  and  very  attentive.  Though 
IM  Jmboura  have  not  been  signally  blessed,  ye(, 
B  the  confidence  of  the  gospel  promises,  he 
eels  enooursged  to  perseverance.  Baptisms  thir- 
y-eiz. 

Norbome  parish,  Berkeley  county.  Number 
€  conrounicants  eighty— baptisms,  since  12th  of 
ierch  last,  seven.  This  parish  has  been  without 
I  minister  for  the  last  three  yesrs,  during  which 
ime  it  was  visited  by  a  neighbouring  clergjrman, 
rbo  administered  toe  communion,  when  several 
lew  communicants  were  added,  and  a  Female 
kozilisry  Education  Society  was  originated.  The 
fvsent  incumbent  feels  encouraged  by  the  atteu- 
ion  of  his  people  to  the  ministration  of  the  word, 
ad  sees  nothing  to  check  the  hope  that  Iiis  labour 
tmj  be  blessed  to  the  production  of  spiritual 
niits. 

Report  of  Kanawha  and  CabcII  parishes.  The 
ainister  reports  that  he  h.is  been  regularly  preach- 
og  at  the  mouth  of  Cole  and  at  Charlestown,  in 
he  county  of  Kanawha,  snd  at  Barhouraville  and 
foyandotle,  in  the  county  of  Csbell,  at  which 
ilaees  the  congregation  have  varied  from  100  to 
50.  Serious  and  anxious  attention  has  been  paid 
9  the  services  of  the  sanctuary,  and  some  few 
tSTe  opened  their  hearts  to  receive  the  truth  as 
i  is  in  Jesus.  The  number  of  baptisms  twenty- 
jur—Hiesths  thirteen— marriages  two.  At  the 
Booth  oi  Cole  an  edifice  has  been  erected  for 
moe  worship,  chiefly  through  the  liberality  of 
ne  family ;  it  is  called  Bangor  Church. 

The  minister  of  Lexington  parish,  Amherst 
ountT,  reports,  that  the  congregation  of  St. 
•oke^  Chapel,  though  small,  is  sn  interesting 
pe.  The  Lord  hath  been  pleased  to  bless  the 
reaching  o(  his  word  to  such  a  degree,  that  at  the 
lat  communion  season  a  number  came  forw.ird, 
nd,  as  is  trusted,  l)ecame  worthy  partakers  of  that 
oly  ordinance.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 
bere  was  not  one  commnnicant  in  this  congrega- 
ioo  :  seven  have  umted  with  the  church  since,  and 
bere  are  four  or  five  more  who  have  expressed 
beir  wish,  and  will  probably  become  members  on 
be  fint  opportunity.  There  is  a  great  anxifty  in 
bis  people  to  have  the  preaching  of  the  gospel 
ontinued  unto  them,  and  their  prayers  snd  exer- 
ioos  will  be  made  to  obtain  a  successor  to  their 
iiesent  minister,  who  is  about  to  resign  his  charge 
rver  them.  The  slate  of  religion  in  {he  congrega- 
km  of  St.  Matthew's  Church  is  low,  nor  are  the 
irospects  very  flattering.  There  are,  however,  a 
ew  iiidividuala  who  seem  anxious  to  continue  a 
ninister  among  them,  and  to  make  exertions  to 
ifiect  that  object.  In  this  congregation  there  are 
IS  yet  no  communicants. 

The  congregation  at  New-Olasgow  does  not 
BDch  differ  from  that  last  mentioned,  except  that 
Hia  there  are  three  or  four  communicanta.  Fu- 
■■ala  in  the  ptmh  nine,  of  which  two  were  in- 


ftnts— baptisms,  seven  white  children,  bssidi 
four  or  five  coloured  ones. 

The  rector  of  Christ  Church,  Norfolk,  reporti 
that  he  entered  upon  the  dutiea  of  his  oiffics  in 
mediately  on  his  removal  to  the  diocess  in  Decen 
her  last.  Since  that  t  ime,  a  period  of  five  monthi 
there  have  been  twenty -nine  baptisms  (in  thrs 
cases  of  sdults)^thrce  marriages— eight  fimei 
als— eight  admissions  to  the  communion,  makinj 
the  present  number  of  communicants  about  180. 

The  Sunday  School  is  still  Isrge  and  flourish 
ing.  Besides  this,  150  children,  male  and  fetnak 
attend  the  catechetical  examinations  snd  lecture 
of  the  minister  after  divine  service  on  Sunds; 
aftenKN)ns. 

The  state  of  this  church,  as  to  temporal  mstten 
is  ver)'  encouraging.  The  congregation  is  though 
to  be  larger  than  it  has  ever  heretofore  been,  anc 
the  attendance  unusually  regular.  A  liberal  leg 
acy,  recently  bequeathed,  has  nearly  disencum 
bered  the  church  of  debt ;  and  there  is  good  ressoi 
to  hope  that  all  claims  against  it  will,  befofi 
another  year,  be  entirely  settled.  As  to  spiritoa 
concerns,  there  is  cause  for  thankAihiess.  Thi 
blessing  of  God  has  in  some  measure  attemled  the 
ministration  of  the  word— a  few  aoula  have  bssi 
bom  to  God  of  the  Holy  Ghost— and  mauT,  it  ii 
hoped,  are  seriously  concerned  for  their  souls,  snd 
anxiously  desiring  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  d 
all  grace. 

Contribution  to  the  Education  Society,  -  ^IM 
Sul)scriptions  to  the  Theological  Seminary,  69 
Subscriptions  to  the  Contingent  Fund,      -        90 
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Fredericksville  parish.  In  the  course  of  hii 
ministry  during  the  year  past,  the  rector  acknowl- 
edges, with  lively  gratitude  to  the  great  Head  of 
the  church,  an  increased  state  of  prosperif  y  in  tht 
condition  of  his  chsrge ;  and,  in  dependance  upon 
the  same  source  from  which  past  blessings  iMve 
flowed,  cherishes  a  lively  hope  of  future  merciss 
to  the  church. 

Inhere  have  been  added  to  the  number  of  com- 
municants since  the  last  Convention  about  twenty 
new  members,  of  whom  the  best  hopes  are  enter^ 
tained.  The  church  edifice  has  been  neatly  fbH 
ished,  and  every  arrangement  whereby  the  uublio 
services  of  the  sanctuary  may  be  coiKlucted  with 
proper  *' decency  and  order,"  has  been  made  by 
the  liberality  of  those  who  attend  upon  this  minis- 
try. A  liberal  donation,  specially  appropriated  by 
F.  W.  Gilmer,  Esq.,  the  late  lamented  Law  Pro- 
fessor of  the  university,  for  the  purchase  of  corn* 
munion  plate  "  for  the  church  of  hia  fathera,*'  has 
been  received,  and  applied  agreeably  to  his  wishes. 
Catechetical  instructions  are  regularly  imparted. 
A  reviving  spirit  of  piety  and  zeal  has  clearly  man- 
ifested It  seU  among  the  congregati<m  at  Walker's 
Church,  and  sevenl  persons  have  recently  bssa 
added  to  that  communion. 

The  Female  Auxiliary  Education  Society  is 
flourishing  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions, and  much  is  the  church  indebted  to  the  ex- 
cellent ones  who  have  in  charge  that  most  inter- 
esting institution. 

I'he  attendance  of  many  of  the  students  of  tha 
university  upon  public  worship  is  uniformly  reg- 
ular, orderly,  and  respectful,  and  among  them  sra 
to  be  discerned  those  of  whom,  under  God,  it  may 
be  expected,  that  they  will  hereafter  "ahine  as 
lights  in  the  Christisn  world."  The  rector  ac- 
knowledges, with  gratitude  to  Him  from  whom  all 
good  thoughts  **  do  proceed,"  the  active  benavo- 
lence  on  the  part  of  those  ladies  of  his  parish  b§ 
whom  he  has  been  constituted  a  lifie  awimhw  « 
the  Educatioii  Society,  and  most  mitHmUkf  doM 
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he  pray  that  God  may  reward  this  expression  of 
their  regard  in  the  augmented  glory  of  Iheir  future 
state.  Baptisms  about  ten,  three  adults— mar- 
riages eight — funerals  six — communicants  about 

ifty. 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg.  The  minister, 
on  reviewing  the  course  and  results  of  his  labours 
during  the  past  year,  finds  but  little  that  can  Rive 
satisfaction.  'I'here  may  be  some  among  his  little 
flock  who  have  become  more  scn.sible  of  the  need 
and  the  preciousness  of  a  Saviour ;  some  few,  he 
humbly  trusts,  who  are  more  confinned  and 
strengthened  in  the  Christian  fnith.  The  neat 
and  appropriate  edifice  which  was  opened  for  the 
first  time  to  receive  this  Conveiiiion,  and  which 
was  consecrated  on  the  first  day  of  its  session,  is 
an  evidence  that  the  people  of  this  parish  are  not 
deficient  either  in  public  spirit  or  in  zeal  for  our 
beloved  Zion.  In  things  outward  and  visible,  we 
are,  though  m  our  infancy,  a  flourishing  congrega- 
tion :  in  other  respects,  if  we  may  chensh  any 
hope,  it  must  be  with  trembling. 

During  the  past  year  this  church  has  been 
called  to  mourn  the  death  (a  death,  however,  too 
full  of  the  Christian  hopes  and  con:}olation8  to  be 
mourned)  of  one  whose  amiableness  and  purity  of 
manners,  whose  elevated  rank  in  society,  whose 
ardent  attachment  to  the  church  and  splendid 
liberality  in  its  advancement,  made  her  the  orna- 
ment and  support  of  our  sutfering  cause — the  late 
Mrs.  Sarah  Cabell.  Marriages  three  —  burials 
■even. 

Suifolk  parnh,  Nansemond  county.  The  min- 
ister repo^rts,  that  the  prospects  of  the  church  are 
encouraging.  One  of  the  churches  in  the  lower 
parish  has  been  repaired  at  a  coiiiiiderable  expense. 
The  church  in  the  town  of  Suffolk  hss,  within  the 
last  twelve  months,  been  put  in  very  neat  repair. 
A  consi-lerable  sum  has  lieen  subscrilMxi,  with  the 
view  of  rebuilding  the  church  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Nansemond  river;  which,  together  with 
some  additional  funds,  which  of  right  belung  to  the 
church,  and  it  is  expected  will  be  paid,  will  en- 
able the  vestry  to  accomjilish  the  laudable  design 
of  putting  the  said  church  in  goo<l  ord-.-r.  The  con- 
gregation generall  V  arc  supplied  with  prayer-books, 
and  take  part  in  the  service.  The  minister  takes 
great  pleasure  in  stating,  that  he  has  received 
very  important  aid  in  tlie  discharge  of  his  duties 
by  the  assistance  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Keeling:  in 
consequence  of  which,  he  is  enabled  to  have  the 
service^ii  of  the  church  regularly  performed,  l>olh 
in  town  and  country,  every  Sunday. 

There  has  been  recently  establi.-^hed  in  the  town 
of  Suffolk  a  Sunday  School,  which  is  well  at- 
tended, and  bids  fair  to  do  well.  It  is  impossible 
at  this  time  to  report  the  number  of  communi- 
cants, as  theIiOrd*s  Supper  has  been  administered 
in  our  churches  but  twice  within  the  last  twenty 
years.  Marriages  five — baptisms  twenty-two,  in- 
cluding one  adult — funerals  twenty-four. 

The  rector  of  St.  Anne's  and  ^outh  Foniham 
parishes  reports,  that  his  labours  ccmiinenced  in 
August  last.  When  he  first  located  himself  here, 
there  was  much  to  discourage  the  friends  of  reli- 

Son  and  the  church ;  but  he  has  reason  to  bless 
od  that  the  prospect  is  brightening.  The  church 
in  St.  Anne's  is  now  repainng  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  its  congregation  is  very  interesting. 
A  work  of  grace  seems  to  b»^oing  on  among  the 
people,  and  some  blessed  fruK  has  already  been 

Sroduced.  A  few  souls  have  been  bom  from  on 
igh,  and  not  only  rejoice  greatly  in  God  their 
Saviour,  but  adorn  his  doctrine  in  their  life  and 
conversation,  while  others  manifest  a  deep  sensi- 
bility on  the  subject  of  divine  and  eternal  things. 
2d  Booth  FAmbam,  the  church  (which  is  not  ex- 


cluairely  Episcopal)  has  been  standing  for  a  hw 
years  in  an  unfinished  state,  but  is  now  about  to 
be  completed.  1' hough  the  prospect  of  spirital 
improvement  is  not  so  llattermg  in  this  parish  as 
in  St.  Anne's,  yet  it  is  not  without  promiae.  Some 
cases  of  religious  concern,  and  other  circumstan- 
ces,  induce  the  rector  to  anticipate  better  days. 
As  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  has  not 
been  administered  in  either  of  his  parishes,  the 
numl>er  of  communicants  is  not  known.  Mar* 
riages,  m  both,  two — baptisms  five — burials  eight 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Alexandria.  The  rector  re* 
ports  that  no  material  alterarion  has  taken  plwe 
in  the  affairs  of  the  congregation  since  the  last 
Convention. 

The  Sunday  School  attached  to  the  church 
numbers  172  children,  and  continues  to  flourish 
under  the  zealous  and  praiseworthy  exertions  of 
its  teachers.  The  class  which  has  been  fonited  of 
the  children  of  the  congregation,  for  the  study  d 
the  Hible,  is  still  continued,  and  prospers.  A 
school  has  been  oi)ened,  also,  one  evening  in  the 

week,  for  teaching  adults,   upwards   of of 

whom  regularly  attend.  l*he  Fema  e  Society  for 
the  improvement  of  the  female  }K)or  of  the  town; 
before  reported,  has  upwards  of  a  hundred  on  it* 
list  of  beneficiaries,  and  continues  to  exert  a  suc- 
cessful and  saluiary  influence  upon  these  interest- 
ing  objects  of  its  bounty  The  teachers,  as  well 
as  the  children  in  this  society,  consist  of  the  va- 
rious denominations  of  Christians.  By  means  of 
their  l)enevolent  exertions,  many  of  these  children 
have  apparently  already  been  rescued  from  idle- 
ness, poverty,  and  misery,  and  placed  in  a  way  to 
become  retspci'table  and  useful  members  of  socie- 
ty. The  rector  has  also  instituted  a  weekly  lec- 
ture to  the  female  part  of  the  congregation,  the 
desiim  of  which  is  to  give  a  consecutive  histori- 
cal and  practical  exposition  of  the  Bible.  It  ia 
well  attended,  and  the  hope  is  indulged  that  it  will 
be  useful. 

The  Epi.scopal  Church  of  Fredericksburg. 
This  church  1&  in  a  pro^tperous  and  flounshmg 
stale.  'I'he  numerical  increase  of  the  congrega- 
tion has  been  con^siderable  duhnt;  the  past  year. 
The  services  of  the  sanctuary  have  been  more 
fully  attended,  especially  in  the  afternoon,  than  at 
any  previous  pcricxi  of  the  rector's  ministry  among 
this  people.  Of  the  increase  of  real  religion,  the 
rector  cannot  spe:tk  so  confidently — some,  indeed, 
have  been  added  to  the  church  during  the  iiast 
year,  whr»m  he  ha»  (»«)od  reason  to  believe  will  be 
eternally  save<l — but  there  is  much  reason  to  re- 
gret that  so  few  out  of  so  large  a  cor«j.'regatioD 
have  given  themselves  up  to  the  Lord. 

Much  zeal  is  shown  by  the  people  of  God  in 
promoting  the  interests  of  virtue  J^nd  piety.  The 
several  charitable  insticutions  connected  with  the 
church  enjoy  a  lar'je  measure  of  their  care  and 
attention,  'the  Sunday  Schools  are  especially 
cherished  by  them  with  wann  and  afl'eclionate con- 
cern. Baptisms  twenty-five— marriages  twelve- 
funerals  tnirteen — communicants  upwards^f  109. 

Frederick  parish.  The  rector  of  this  pansh  re- 
ports, that  during  the  past  year  the  congregation 
at  Winclfester  has  succeeded  in  otitaining  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson,  late  of  Baltimore, 
who  is  now  assistant  minister  of  the  parish.  The 
prospects  of  usefulne^s  m  the  congr^^gation  at 
Winchester  are  flattering.  The  attenclance  on  di- 
vine worship  is  very  good,  and  attachment  to  their 
minister  strong.  One  Sunday  in  each  month,  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Jackson  officiates  to  a  very  attentive 
country  congregation  at  Mill  Creek,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Berkeley  county. 

The  labours  of  the  Rey.  Mr.  Meade  are  now  mora 
confined  to  the  Chapel  coDgregatioQf  and  the  plan 
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I  UMDeigbboiubood  thereof.  TbeMtend- 
the  rhapeU  with  but  few  eiceptions,  is 
ictuat,  and  the  worship  devoutly  con- 

Anber  of  communicants  in  the  whole 
about  one  hundred  and  ten ;  the  bnp- 
"ing  the  last  year  have  been  eight,  the  fu- 
le,  and  the  marriages  five.  The  Sunday 
I  Wmchester  i»  siiil  in  oi>erati<m.  That 
I  to  the  Chapel  congregation  has  ceased, 
ending  the  most  persevering  efforts  of 
lere,  from  not  being  able  to  procure  tlie 
:e  of  the  children.  Two  Female  Auxil- 
satioo  Societies  exist  in  the  parish,  and 
B  very  largely  to  the  support  of  that  in- 
During  tn«  past  year,  the  ladies  in  Win- 
ave  made  the  rector  of  the  parish  a  life 
li  the  luiucation  :»ociety,  by  the  payment 
dollars,  and  those  of  the  Chapel  congre- 
TO  made  him  a  hfe  member  ol  the  Amer- 
B  Society,  by  the  pavment  of  the  same 
which  evidences  ol  their  regard  he  feels 
ly  gratelul  to  them,  and  to  that  fieing 
rusu,  inspired  such  affection  in  their  bo- 

ianonarT  meetings  mentioned  in  a  for 
t  are  stiU  contmued,  and  excite  the  same 
•  at  fint. 

congregation  of  Winchester,  a  weekly 
I  held  on  one  evening  of  each  week,  at 
ate  house,  and  a  Bible  class  of  young  la- 
operation,  both  of  which  promise  to  be 

«▼.  Mj.  Jackson,  from  the  committee 
I  to  examine  the  state  of  the  fund  for 
■aent  support  of  the  episcopate  in  this 
piresentea  a  report,  which  was  read  and 

mmittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  ac- 
the  treasurer  of  the  fund  for  the  support 
lacopate  in  this  diocess,  beg  leave  to  re- 
t  during  the  last  year  there  has  been  re- 
o  the  treasury  tlie  sum  of  one  hundred 
f  dollars  and  sixteen  cents,  includmg  a 
t  the  former  year  of  nine  dollars  and 
cents— and  that  there  has  been  invested 
Die  bank-stock  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
•five  dollars,  leaving  a  balance  in  the 
the  treasurer  of  twenty -five  dollars  and 
mts. 

hi^  a-nount  invested  for  this  fund  ap- 
m  the  sum  of  $3,900,  consisting  of 
m  of  stock  in  Farmers'  Bank  of 
mdha,  at  par,  .        -        .        $2,700  00 
do.  Bank  of  Alexandria,  at  par,  1,200  00 

$3,900  00 
ich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  £.  Jackson,  Chairman. 
mrg,  May  19,  1826. 

Ilowing  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
be  church,  which  had  been  laid  upon 
was  called  up  and  approved  : — 

nmittee  on  the  state  of  the  church  beg 
eport.  That  the  first  subject  wliich  has 
er  their  consideration  is  the  fund  which 
amended  by  the  last  Convention  to  be 
the  support  of  the  bishop's  assistant. 
nittee  regret  to  be  obUged  to  report,  that 
3us  causes,  a  very  small  sum  has  been 
khia  object ;  but  when  they  recollect  the 
aaeaiures  and  resohitions  which  have 
lad,  and  the  oledgea  which  have  been 
Ui  fukyect  ux  the  Utt  three  v  four 


yean,  they  coniider  this  CaoTention  bomid  in 
good  &ith  to  make  another  effort  to  laiae  thesom 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  which  is  due  to  the  refti- 
sonable  expectations  of  the  bishop  and  the  ae- 
sistunt  for  the  past  year.  It  is  therefore  recom- 
mended, that  the  following  estimate  of  the  sev- 
eral sums  which  the  committee  have  conaidefed 
to  be  a  reasonable  assessment  on  the  different  par- 
ishes be  spread  upon  the  journals,  and  that  the 
ministers  and  vestries,  or,  u  there  be  no  minister, 
the  vestry  alone,  be  requested  forthwith  to  endeav- 
our to  collect  the  same,  and  transmit  the  difierent 
sums  to  the  bishop. 


Leeds  parish,        ... 

Town  and  psirish  of  Suffolk, 

Russell  parish,  Bedford, 

St.  Martm's  parish,  Haiiover, 

Shelbume  parish,  - 

Hungar's  parish,    - 

Henrico  parish, 

Fredericksville  parish, 

St.  Andrew's  parish, 

Frederick  parish,  • 

St.  George's  parish. 

South  Famham  parish,  Essex, 

Christ  Church,  rairfiix  parish, 

Lynchburg  parish, 

St.  Jameses  parish,  Mecklenburg, 

Augusta  parish,  Staunton,     - 

Bristol  parish, 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Alexandria, 

Portsmouth  parish, 

Hamilton  parish,  fauquier, 

Gloucester  county, 

Norbome  parish,  Berkeley, 

Christ  Church,  Norfolk, 

Accomack  county, 

Amherst  county, 

Kanawha  county, 

Culpepper,     • 

(Jrange, 

Romney, 

Goochland,    - 

Amelia,  • 

Louisa  county. 

Wheeling, 

St.  Anne^s  parish,  Essex, 


$15 
90 
15 
90 
15 
10 
90 
90 
15 


90 
15 


10 


90 
10 
10 
15 
15 


15 
Ifr 
10 
10 
10 
5 
10 
10 
10 
10 
15 


The  committee  further  report,  That,  from  lU 
the  information  they  have  been  able  to  acquire  in 
relation  to  the  sentiments  of  the  members  gener- 
ally on  this  subject,  they  are  constrained  to  de- 
clare, that  it  would  be  improper  to  encourage  the 
hope  that  such  a  sum  can  be  raised  in  future  far 
the  purpose  above  mentioned ;  at  the  same  time, 
the  committee  are  well  aware  of  the  duty,  and  in^ 
deed  necessity,  of  raising  somethmg  which  shall 
aid  the  bishop  m  the  employment  of  an  assistant 
The  congregation  of  which  the  bishop  is  rector 
cannot  consent  to  relinquish  his  services  to  the  di- 
ocess without  a  suitable  supply,  nor  is  it  reason- 
able that  the  bishop  should  be  at  the  entire  ei- 
pense  of  that  supply,  while  he  is  perfonning  la- 
borious duties  throughout  the  diocess ;  it  is  tMre* 
fore  recommended  that  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollars  be  appropriated  to  the  bishop  for  his  epis- 
copal services,  and  that  the  sevenl  veslhes  be  re- 
quested to  raise  the  followins  sums  firom  their  sev- 
eral parishes,  in  addition  to  their  quota  to  the  ooih 
tingent  fund,  which  ia  raised  for  the  general  ex 
penses  of  the  church. 


Leeds  parish, 

Town  and  parish  of  Suffolk, 
Russel  parish,  Bedford,  - 
St.  Martin's  paiish,  Hanofsr, 


$10 
15 
10 
10 
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Shelbnm*  pKi»h. 

Hiingsr'*  pamh,     -        ■        ■        - 

Henficopun^,      t^    "        "        • 

FrederickiTTlle  psmb,  ■ 

Si.  Andrew-.  »r«h.      -        ■        ; 

Bt.  CoorgB**  p»risb,   ,    ■        " 
South  F«mh»mjj«ruh,  EiKX, 
Chmt  Churcli,  Pmfax  pirwh,       • 
Ljnchburg  [i»ri>h,          -        - 
BL  luaet't  pAHsh,  MccklenbDig.  ■ 
Jtuguits  p«n«h,  SUunlon, 
BnMol  pii[i«h.         -        ■     ,  ,- 
Bt  Psul'i  Church.  AleiuuJria,      ■ 
PotCBinoulh  paiish. 
Haniillon  punsh,  Fttuquier,     - 
Clouccaier  coiiniy, 
NorbomepBfiih,  B*rk"l«y.    ■ 
Chn»l  Church,  Norfolk, 
Accomack  touniyp 
Amhent  county,    -        •         -        - 
K«rM«h»counly,  -        ■        -        ■ 
Culpeppor 

Goochlind, 

WhMrliog, 

fU.  Annn'a  lurish.  RSSCI. 


CONVENTION  OF  ISSft 


IteMlTol.  Th»t  Ihe  .ecreUn  of  ihn  Convon- 
iiAn   ■■  annn  ■■  nvAr tjckbJ c ,  cxlracl  from  ihe  re- 
c  Ihat  part  which  lelatri 


M>  the  <und  for  Iti    1 
liah  iIjd  MBieiii  ai 


upay 


Th«  rollowing 
iUpport  of  ihe  bunop  ■  asiisiaiii  :— 
yredenck  p»ri>h  FrrJprirk  county, 
■Town  «nd  parish  of  Sulfulk, 
Trimly  C hutch,  Portsmouth  parisli, 
St.   Mattin'i  pariah,  Hauuici  and 


a  whoae  pariahi-a  hai 
ove.m<^nlio»e(!  fun, 
,  apeedy  illenuon   I 

!rc  paid  towards  tli 


Auguala  parish,  Aufniata  county. 
Donation  by  Mas  Peachy  Ciilmer,   - 
Donation  by  a  gentleman  of  Albemarle, 
Frederickaville  patiah,      - 

$145 
The  RcT.  William  H.  Wilmer,  from  thecom- 


eofthei 


tafarred  the  letter  of  Mr.  W'llliun  Leigh,  re- 
ported the  following  leaolution,  which  wu  adopt- 
ed by  the  Convention  : — 

Reaolved,  That  John  Nelaon  and  William 
I.ciEli,  Eaqia.,  who  were  appointed  by  the  Jaat 
Convenuon  trustees  in  behalf  of  the  Pioieatanl 
Ejiiicopal  Conienlion.  to  seilte  and  aiijuat  the 
cliiin  accniine  la  the  church  under  the  will  of 
Evan  ItaglanJ  dweaaed,  be,  and  ihey  are  hcfe- 
by  authonied,  to  receive  and  to  leooveral!  euch 
properly  at  may  be  aaaigned  )o  ihemaa  truateo 
kforeaaid.  And  Ihey  are  funher  uthoriipd  to 
•ell  at  |iubhc  (ale  or  otherwiae,  aa  in  their  di*- 
valioa  wmj  (med  beM,  wbatetet  pmpertj,  reil 


or  panonal,  miy  be  recorerod  tnd  rvcmrM  wf 
Ihem  ;  and  they  an  authoriied  to  relmininihnt 
handa    all  lot>da  ot    n.'.i  '<" 

from  any  aalc  made  ji-     .  ■  ■  >, 

Bubjefl  to   the  dlrecti,>r  ■  ■  ■■;■ 

the  >roteslflnt  Epi«;opal  Church,  ^hich  ahaU 
be  made  m  conlorjniiv  lo  the  will  of  the  aaid 
testator,   and   for  th>' >ir)>os»  of  fulMbng  the 


Ihe  following  rpputi,  whicli  wis  a|)pioicJ  ■- — 

RnKTl  of  At  Beard  «/  Tnulm  ef  Ue  r*«%ifal 
S'c(i»(  if  IWiwa.  IB  "ii  CB-nmlm  •/  nW  Aa- 
cr,i  an^Ntd  in  Lytl-burg.  May  ]6lll,    &». 

oiminK''  .  =  nnn.imldnt7,'Uialtuat*cihm 


the  diurc 
plaiting  Bga 

haihiB  placp  has  been  ai^iplied  insufh  ■ 

Ai&tcgiT^pcrffTtsatiAfarlion  to  tKe  bcfvaved  cm- 
.gtesalion.  and  lo  gratify  all  the  (iTenda^of  Ml 


llr-v.  Mr  Kciih  JiHs  iraccpedHj  to  ibe  p»»ioi«l 
ch  a  [If  of  on  heluied  brother  withoDl  relutgoata- 
ing  lliiBic  special  sltentionj  lo  WJt  TWWg  candi- 
[laips  for  the  muinfry  which  we  haT»  Mun  U 
prizi-  BO  lughly.  The  board  ha*  bI«0  tu  report  ihi 
Bui-ucsafiil  execution  of  a  duty  miigiied  it  at  the  . 
last 'Concrn lien.  VII  j— ibe  apporntnuRiloi wwlaEr 
pro[?s»it  (oaiil  nlhoHvanmaaixJinipoitaBtla- 
lioiirn  rpquiml  of  Jnich  »aiind(trtak*  tilt  pttftn.-  I 
lionoTpiudsSOUhiforthe^aapalir— —     ■'"•"     ' 


Ipciina  the  Hcv  M  Lippii,  who  wai  known  to 
he  in  by  «  former  tf  (idrn.e  of  some  yeara  m  ibia 
Jioceaa,  and  recommended  by  oiheia  well  qualiM 
lo  juilgeof  his  fimesa,  they  ha'e  aecnred  to  Ihl 

ceptablelo  the  student  under  hia  care,  and  lalbe 
piofesBOTS with  whomheltsBBocialed  dUhib- 
ponant  work.  The  boird  cannot  lefrain  Irama* 
eipreasioti  of  their  high  delight  in  the  u 


isaccepiablelothegreilHBadoriheciiarck. 
that  as  good  apTOapeci  ol  UKfuineaai*  tieH 
"■'•"■lioccMfroni  hisll  (avounieiiiititwiiofc 
'  ■  eaHWiblyhoiiL 
lalalHmao^^tliM 


1  Irom  Ihe  beginnuix  Mtb» 


CONVENTION  OF  1829. 
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mmaSmg  the  ProfeMor  oT  ^xletiaatical  History 
has  during  this  session  gone  through  Mosheim's 
EcclesiMtical  History,  with  reference  to  the  col- 
latersl  authors,  has  commenced  Potter  on  Church 
GtfvemoMOt,  and  expects  to  complete  that  work, 
together  with  Hodter's  Ecclesiastical  Polity,  du- 
nug  the  present  session.  This  class,  in  addition  to 
ncitations  in  the  aboTe-mentioned  text-books,  has 
also  been  exercised  in  writing  original  disserta- 
tions on  the  prominent  points  of  their  ccMirse  of 
study ;  and  the  members  in  rotation,  one  day  in 
each  week,  have  read  the  service  and  an  ori^nal 
•ennon,  when  their  performance  has  been  subject- 
ed to  the  criticism  of  all  the  students,  and  on  the 
following  week  the  professors  by  turns  have  ana- 
Ijxad  and  criticised  the  discourses.  The  second 
class  has,  durins  this  period,  been  engaged  under 
the  Professor  of  Sacred  Literature  in  the  critical 
•tody  of  the  Epistles,  and  to  the  Profpssor  of  Sys- 
tematic Divinity  has  recited  twice  in  each  week, 
oo  such  subjects  as  have  been  previously  appoint- 
ed, references  beii^  made  to  the  authors  who  have 
written  with  most  ability  on  the  several  subjecu, 
tk J  oreference  being  given  to  those  recommended 
by  Uie  House  of  oisnops.  This  class,  also,  has 
been  engaged  in  writing  dissertations  on  theologi- 
od  subjects.  The  thini  clsss  has  been  engsged 
in  the  critical  study  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
BMnts  in  the  original  languages,  and  of  the  Jewish 
Aotiquitiea.  The  members  of  this  class  have  read 
■zteen  chapters  of  Genesis  and  ten  Psalms  in  He- 
brew, and  tne  four  gospels  in  Greek.  They  have 
alao  gone  through  the  hrst  volume  of  Home's  In- 
troduction to  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  have  read  the 
principal  rart  of  Pndeaux's  Connexions,  and  will 
eomprete  Butler's  Analogy  and  Paley's  Evidences 
by  the  close  of  the  session.  They  have  also  been 
BDgnged  in  writing  essays  on  the  most  important 
Mguments  for  revealed  religion.  Let  it  not  how- 
ever be  imagined,  that  the  students  of  this  seinina- 
tf  are  only  exercised  in  furnishing  their  minds 
with  the  knowledge  which  shall  quahfy  them  to 
ezplam  and  defend  the  sscred  writings.  Besides 
thoee devotional  exercises  which,  on  the  part  of  the 
proliBesors,  daily  precede  the  theological  recita- 
tions, the  students  are  required  each  morning,  at 
the  riemg  of  the  sun,  to  assemble  together,  wad  by 
turns,  in  the  presence  of  one  of  the  professors,  in- 
voke the  blessing  of  Almighty  God.  They  have 
dso  divided  the  town  and  suburbs  into  districts, 
•nd  in  humble  imitation  of  those  first  disciples 
who  preached  the  gospel  to  the  poor,  and  of  Him 
**who  went  about  doing  good,"  have  resolved  to 
visit  the  needy  and  afflicted  at  their  own  homes, 
to  inquire  into  their  spiritual  condition,  to  establish 
pnyer*meetings  at  the  most  suitable  places,  to  ex- 
hort all  to  attendance  on  public  worship,  and  espe- 
dally  to  beseech  parents  to  send  their  children  to 
the  Sunday  Schools  which  are  established  in  the 
town.  The  students  themselves  are  diligent  and 
fiuthful  in  applying  a  part  of  each  Sabbath  to  the 
ueefoi  and  sacred  labours  of  the  Sunday  School 
By  such  exercises  have  they,  during  the  past  year, 
been  preparing  themselves  for  those  more  perfect 
end  extensive  duties  in  which  they  hope  soon  to 
be  engaged.  A  goodly  number  have  already  en- 
tered upon  their  labours,  and  we  feel  a  pleasing 
assurance  that  those  who  have  witnessed  their 
first  public  essays  in  the  ministry,  and  especially 
those  congregations  who  have  eagerly  embraced 
the  offered  opportunity  of  securing  their  perma- 
nent services,  will  require  no  further  evidences  of 
the  value  of  an  institution  which  has  now  for 
three  years  only  had  its  existence  in  our  diocess. 
Within  this  period  twelve  young  men,  who  received 
•ither  in  whole  or  in  part  their  education  at  thia 
Khool,  have  entered  upon  the  ministry  of  the  woid, 

N 


eight  of  whom  are  now  within  the  bounds  of  oi 
diocess,  the  remaining  four  having  chosen  othi 
portions  of  our  land  as  the  scene  of  their  first  h 
hours  of  love.  Of  the  twenty  students  who,  durin 
the  present  session,  have  been  engaged  in  thet 
preparatory  exercises,  seven  will  probably  offf 
themselves  for  ordination  in  the  course  of  the  prbi 
ent  year.  Others,  however,  are  ready  to  suppi 
their  places,  giving  exercise  to  the  charity  an 
encouragement  to  the  hopes  of  the  church.  A 
increasing  demand  on  the  part  of  the  church  wi 
produce  an  increasing  supply  of  ministers  fror 
the  great  Head  thereof.  He  who  has  put  it  int 
the  hearts  of  those  already  mentioned  to  entc 
upon  this  work,  will  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  mon 
and  thrust  them  forth  into  the  service,  so  thi 
there  be  no  famine  of  the  word.  The  Holy  Ghosi 
whose  office  it  is,  will  never  be  weary  with  movm 
and  calling  to  the  ministry  of  the  word,  and  me 
king  that  word  effectual  to  the  conversion  of  sir 
ners ;  nor  need  we  ever  fear  that  the  Lord  of  th 
harvest  will  fail  to  send  forth  more  labourers  int 
it,  if  we  fail  not  to  supplicate  his  grace  by  impoi 
tunate  prayers.  Our  begmning,  it  is  true,  is  smaL 
when  compared  with  the  great  need  of  our  churcl 
and  country ;  but  let  us  not  forget  Him  who  make 
the  latter  end  of  good  designs  greatly  to  increase 
and  has  promised  to  those  who  weary  not  in  thai 
well-doing  that  in  due  season  they  shall  reap.  Wi 
expect  not  a  rapid  extension  of  our  church,  nor  ai 
immediate  victory  over  those  many  obstacles  whicJ 
rise  up  against  us.  We  shall  be  satisfied  to  mak 
a  ^raaual  and  sure  advance  in  the  esteem  of  th 
wise  and  pious,  by  means  of  the  good  sense,  gom 
conduct,  and  undoubted  zeal  and  piety  of  tho« 
who  serve  at  the  altar.  We  must  labour  by  in 
creasing  the  literary  qualifications  of  our  youni 
ministers,  to  keep  pace  with  the  Literary  progrea 
of  our  country,  nna  thus  recommend  religifm  au 
the  church  of  our  fathers  to  the  understaiKlings  a 
well  as  to  the  hearts  of  men.  Such  a  slow  bu 
sure  advance  in  the  affection  and  confidence  of  tht 
pious,  in  the  esteem  of  the  wise  and  sober-minded 
and  in  the  respect  of  the  educated  portion  of  tht 
community,  we  feel  happily  assured  our  church  ii 
alreafly  making,  and  partly  by  means  of  the  insti 
tution  over  which  this  board  is  appointed  to  pre 
side.  It  is  therefore  that  we  rejoice  over  it,  am 
call  upon  the  friends  of  religion  and  our  church  U 
render  thanks  to  God  for  that  degree  of  prosperity 
which  it  has  pleased  him  to  grant  to  it.  We  shoult 
never  contemplate  this  school  without  the  liveiies 
emotions  of  gratitude  to  the  great  Head  of  thi 
church,  who  hath  raised  it  up  in  our  time  of  need 
To  what  quarter  can  we  look  for  a  supply  <^ 
preachers  to  repair  our  desolations  but  to  this 
Whither  can  our  vacant  parishes  turn  their  eyei 
with  the  assured  hope  of  a  certain  and  suitabli 
supply  but  to  this  ?  Here  it  is  that  our  pious  youthi 
may  equip  themselves  with  the  whole  armour  ol 
Ood,  and,  being  thoroughly  furnished  unto  ever] 
good  work ,  become  workmen  who  need  not  be  asha 
med.  Here  it  is  that  by  mutual  prayer,  and  holy  in 
tercourse,  and  sacred  studies,  they  msy  grrow  up  if 
Christian  love,  and  form  a  bond  of  union  never  to  b< 
broken.  To  tliis  institution  will  the  hearts  of  oui 
people  be  drawn ;  over  it  will  the  prayers  of  the  pi 
ous  be  offered ;  to  it  will  the  alms  of  the  generoui 
be  given,  as  to  that  which,  under  God,  seems  likel] 
to  prove  such  s  blessing  to  his  church. 

But  while  we  thus  rejoice  in  the  pleasing  prospec 
which  appears  before  us,  it  becomes  our  duty  t< 
mention  one  circumstsnce  which  must  be  a  sourci 
of  serious  apprehension,  and  should  excite  to  thi 
most  dihgent  exertion  on  the  part  of  its  friends,  les 
that  apprehension  be  realized.  The  amount  ol 
oor  funds  is  i^  small  when  compared  with  th^ 


mundsof  *Dcb  ■ 
jr  treunm  whii 
lived  ttui  our  fu 


dollara,lhi 

ot  which  it  insufficienl  for  the  tupporl  of  one  pro 

»ice»  of  three.  The  genetoaJly  of  indi»idn»l>,  and 
tbe  unlirinj  leal  of  oui  Female  Auxiliarr  Educa. 
tion  SoeiMiea,  ht*e  thus  far  enabled  ui  to  aupplt 
thii  defideacjr  in  *ome  small  degree  ;  but  it  mur. 
Ixeiridenllhnl  ihoinslitmion  can  never  be  conaid- 
end  u  atuding  on  a  aure  and  jiermanent  f^jundi 
tion,  until  we  have  a  muehlaiger  capital  on  whic  . 
to  tely.  Although  il  has  pleaaed  Providence  lb 
dimcl  «o  many  piousyoutha  to  our  Khool.and  en 
able  01  Ihua  far  not  to  disappoint  their  hopes  o"* 
■uitable  inatruclion,  yet  are  we  far  behind  athei- 
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if  dulv  1 


talihed  profesun.     The  General  Sem. 
.led  in  New -York,  which  haa  Ihu*  &i 


popila.  hai  received  more  than  one  hundred  thou. 
■ud  dollan.    The  diocena  of  Ohio  i»  enabled  u 

■Dm  of  thirty  thouaand  dollars,  almoat  enliieiy 
bealowed  by  pioos  individuals  m  England.  And 
unit  be  expected,  withoul  furtheidonalioni  from 
thOHi  to  whom  our  aeminary  natunlly  looks  foT 

•erricea  and  thooa  advantages  which  it  now  poa- 
MSies?  Would  It  not  be  a  inngl  sinful  templing 
of  Ood,  and  a  most  ungrateful  rctum  for  those 
dgnal  faroura  granted  to  our  finl  efforta,  not  lo 
put  forth     "  ..    ^     .'       .      ,  . 


„.  ..  ,  IB  which  Provi- 
dence has  ao  richly  aupplied  to  Ihem  T  Surely  we 
niay  now  conhdenily  c»ll  iinon  all  to  wiiiieaa  the 
truth  of  those  argunienle  with  which  we  firat  ad- 
dteiued  them,  and  lo  behold  tlie  fruua  and  profita 


B  that 


laing  fi 


comingtopaj  their 
(rf"  the  importance 


Hity 


,j  fri. 


of  our  church 
trprise  ol  piety,  but  ■ 


:  able  and  wi 
ig  Buch  fruit 

>d  through  th< 


able  to  easiu  aogood  a'wotli  T  We  feel  well  as- 
■uied  ihat  there  are  many  such,  who  only  require 
to  be  properly  informed  of  our  need,  lo  afford  a 
generoua  contribution  to  objwts  we  recommend. 
We  call  therefore  upon  all  the  niinislera  of  our 
church  to  do  their  duty,  and  present  thia  aubject 
in  all  the  ma^ituile  of  ita  importance  to  every 
member  of  their  charge. 

While  our  aiateia  and  mothera  are  ao  zealooalj 
and  effectually  aubeerviug  tlie  rauae.  by  raising 
funda  for  the  education  of  poor  and  pioiia  youths 
in  our  aeniinary ;  while  Ihey  have  never  yet  »uffc>. 

thua  far  actually  cnmiibutpd  to  the  support  ot  ihc 
teacheisalao;  surely  it  is  Mihin  the  power  of  the 
wealthy  gentlemen  of  our  church  lo  «i»  a  per- 
manent fund  which  ahall  place  our  achool  on  ■ 
■ure  foundation,  and  enable  us  alt 


The  aeaaion  wu  then  suspended,  for  tbe  par- 
Kwe  of  attending  divine  asnice  by  the  An. 
Henry  W.  Ducachet,  and  a  aetmon  bf  the  Rtr. 
William  Meade. 

Tbe  standing  committee  ■ppointad  on  Thun- 
day  last  tendered  (heir  resignation  to  the  Coo- 
rention,  which  »m  received. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  a  new  elec- 
tion, by  ballot,  of  a  atanding  committee  of  lb* 
church  in  (his  dioceaa  for  the  ensuing  year  '.^^ 
whereupon  the  followins  gentlemen  were  dalj 
elected,  viz.  :  the  Kev.  Wm.  M.  Wilmer.  D.  D., 
the  Rev.  John  Dunn,  the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  Um 
Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  Edmund  J.  Lee, 
Esq.,  and  Mr.  John  Hooff. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election.  I7 
bsllut,  of  eighi  delegates,  to  represent  this  dio- 
cess  in  the  noit  General  Convention  of  the  Pn*- 
esttnl  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  5u(e* ; 
whereupon  the  following  gentlemen  went  duly 
elected,  vii  :— Ret-  WSliam  M.  Wilmer.  D.  D., 
Rev.  William  Meade,  Ker  Edward  C.  M'Gnin^ 
Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  Dr.  Carter  Bcikeln, 
Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  Mr.  James  M.  Gunetl,  ul 
Mr.  Wilbam  Mayo. 

Resolved,  That  the  neit  Convention  of  lh« 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Dioeesa  sf 
Virmria  be  held  in  the  town  of  FrederKlubDf(, 
on  the  third  Thursday  in  May  next. 

"       '  'ed.  That  if  it  be  ratified  by  the  neil 


Con* 


e  of   I 

,"  in  the  first  line,  all  thai  foUowa  to  die 
"  within,"  in  the  third  line  :  and  snbsli- 
l  the  words.  "  the  regularly  oOiciitingmiii- 
and  the  clerical  profeasora  of  IheThBO- 
il  School  of  Virginia,  residents." 
.  motion,  Resolved.  That  the  ConrentioD 
iw  adjourn  until  G  o'clock  this  e*enio» 
Tuan.y  ArTSRNOOH.  Mxr  EO. — TtaeCco- 
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'hi  molioii,  RetolTed,  Tliat  the  thanks  of  the 
CoaTention  be  presented  to  the  secretary  and 
treasarer  for  their  faithful  serrices. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  760  copies  of  the 
Jooroal  of  this  Convention  be  printed,  and  dis- 
tributed by  the  secretary  among  the  parishes, 
nnder  the  superintendence  of  the  bishop. 

On  motion,  ResoWed,  That  the  Rev.  Wm. 
H.  Wilmer,  O.  D.,  the  Rev.  WiUiam  Meade, 
the  Rot.  Edward  C.  M^Guire,  Dr.  Carter  Berke- 
ley, and  Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  be,  and  ihey  are  here- 
by nominated  to  the  General  Convention,  as 
tnistees  of  the  General  Theological  Seminary. 

On  motioD,  ResolTed,  That  the  secretary  of  the 


board  of  tnietees  of  the  Theological  School  of 
Virginia  be  requested  to  furnish  to  the  secre- 
tary of  this  Convention,  so  far  as  he  can,  Uie 
names  of  the  subscribers  to  the  school,  with 
their  several  amounts  of  subscriptions,  in  order 
to  their  being  inserted  on  the  journals. 

And  then  the  Convention  sdjoumed,  to  meet 
again  in  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  on  tho 
third  Thursday  in  May  next. 

Richard  Channino  Mooik, 
Bishop  of  the  Prot.  Epis.  Church  of 
Virginia. 
Teste,       John  G.  Williams,  Secretary. 


Jomrnml  of  the  Proceedingt  of  a  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Epiteopal  Church  of  the  Diocesg  of 
Ftr/mui,  which  assembled  tn  the  toum  of  Fredericksburg ^  on  Thursday,  the  I7ih  of  May,  1827. 


This  being  the  day  and  place  appointed  for 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocess  of 
Virginia,  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore,  D.  D., 
with  several  clergymen  and  lay  deputies,  attend- 
sd  divine  service  in  St.  George's  Church. 

Morning  prayer  was  read  by  the  Rev.  Will- 
iam Jackson,  and  a  sermon  preached  by  the 
Rot.  Henry  W.  Ducachet,  M.  D. 

After  divine  service,  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
Moore  took  the  chair  as  president  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

Tho  following  clergymen,  entitled  to  seats  in 
this  Convention,  appeared,  viz. : — 

The  Rer.  William  H.  Wilmer,  D.  D.,  and 
President  of  William  and  Maiy  College,  Bruton 
barish,  Williamsburg ;  the  Kev.  Edward  C. 
M'Goire,  St.  Georae's  parish,  Fredericksburg; 
the    Rer.  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  Fredcricksvifle 

eLriah,  Albemarle  county;  the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith, 
hriat  Church,  Alexandria,  parish  of  Fairfax ; 
Um  Rot.  Charles  H.  Page,  Lexington  parish, 
Amherst  county;  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Croes, 
•seietanC  minister  of  the  Monumental  Church, 
Richmond ;  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Ducachet,  M. 
D.,  Christ  Church,  Norfolk  ;  the  Rev.  Franklin 
G.  Soaith,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg  parish, 
Ljnehbnrg ;  the  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  Rus- 
•ell  pariah,  Bedford  county  ;  the  Rev.  William 
F.  l«ee,  St  James's  parish,  Northam,  Goochland 
coanty,  and  Raleigh  parish,  Amelia  county ;  the 
Rev.  John  P.  M'Uuire,  St.  Anne's  and  South 
Famham  parishes,  Essex  *,  the  Rev.  Johannes  £. 
Jackflon,  Frederick  parish,  Frederick  county ; 
the   Rev.  John  T.   Brooke,  Norbome   parish, 
Berkeley ;  the  Rev.  Edward  R.  Lippit,  Frofes- 
tor  in  the  Theological  School,  Alexandria ;  the 
Her.  George  A.  Smith,  St.  Stephen's  Church, 
Cdlpepper  county ;   the  Rev.  John  Grammer, 
Bath  pariah,  Dinwiddie ;  the  Rev.  William  D. 
Caima,  Ware  and  Abinijdon  parishes,  Glouces- 
ter county;  the  Rot.  William  H.  Hart,  Henrico 
puiab.  Henrico  county;   the  Rer.  Alexander 
Jones,  St.  Andrew's  parish,  Jefferson  county ; 
the  Rer.  William  G.  H.  Jones,  parish  of  New- 
port, Isle  of  Wight ;  the  Rev.  John  H.  Wing- 
iM,  Portamootb  panib,  VoMk  ceantj;  the 


Rev.  Leonard  H.  Johns,  St.  Margaret's  parish, 
Caroline  county ;  the  Rev.  John  Armstrong, 
Wheeling,  Ohio  county,  and  St.  John's  Church, 
Brooke  county  ;  the  Rev.  Hugh  C.  Boffl^s  ;  the 
Rev.  William  Jackson,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Alex- 
andria ;  the  Rev.  Josias  Clapham,  Washington 
parish,  Westmoreland ;  the  Rev.  John  Cooke, 
St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa  coun- 
ties. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Hugh  Nelson  and 
John  G.  Wilhams,  Esq.  be  a  committee  to  ex- 
amine the  certificates  of  appointments  of  the  lay 
delegates ;  who  then  withdrew,  and  after  a  abort 
time  returned  and  presented  the  following  re- 
port : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
certificates  of  the  lay  delegates,  have,  according 
to  order,  examined  the  same,  and  report  that 
the  following  {>ersons  have  been  duly  elected  lay 
delegates  to  this  Convention : — 

Dr.  Carter  Berkeley,  St.  Martin's  parish, 
Hanover  and  Ix)ui8a  counties  ;  Edward  Valen- 
tine, jr.,  Augusta  parish,  Augusta  county ;  Need- 
ham  L.  Washington  and  Richard  Stuart,  St. 
Paul's  parish.  King  George  county ;  Samuel 
Slaughter,  St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper 
county ;  the  Hon.  Hugh  Nelson,  Fredericksvdle 
parish,  Albemarle  county ;  Lewis  Berkeley  and 
Thomas  B.  Beatty,  Shelbume  inrish,  Loudoun 
county ;  Augustine  L.  Dabney, Ware  and  Abinff- 
don  parishes,  Gloucester  county  ;  John  G.  Wifl- 
iams,  Monuinenul  Church,  Richmond ;  Mallo- 
ry  M.  Todd,  parish  of  Newport,  Isle  of  Wiffht ; 
Robert  E.  Steed,  Christ  Church,  Norfolk;  Mus- 
coe  Garnctl,  St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex  county; 
John  HoofT,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Alexandria; 
Hugh  C.  M'Nemara,  Henrico  parish,  Henrico 
county ;  Strother  Jones,  Obed  W  site,  and  Philip 
Nelson,  Frederick  parish,  Frederick  county; 
Robert  B.  Butt,  Trinity  Church,  PorUmouth 
parish ;  Thunner  Hogffsrd,  Lynnhaven  pariah, 
Princess  Anne  county;  John  Nelson,  St  James's 
parish,  Mecklenburg  county;  Francis  Nelson, 
Raleigh  parish,  Amelia  county  ;  Thomas  With- 
ers, jr.,  Bath  parish,  Dinwiddie  county ;  Thomaa 
B.  Lippit,  parish  of  Bristol,  Petersburg ;  Nahum 
Osgood,  St.  Patd's  Church,  Lynchburg;  G«P- 
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nH  Alennder,  Rnnell  ftmh,  Btdlbtd  coimtj; 
WiUnm  BoUing,  8l.  Jamet'e  ptruh,  Nortbam* 
GooehUnd  county ;  Willism  M.  Blackford,  Nor- 
bonw  paiith,  Berkeley;  Edmund  Penn,  I/ez- 
ington  parish,  Amherst  county ;  the  Hon.  Will- 
iam Browne,  Bruton  pariah,  Jamea  City  county ; 
Riehard  Crozton,  panih  of  South  Farnham,  £•- 
tez  county;  John  Gray,  St.  George'e  parish, 
Fredericksbuig. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Hush  Nelson, 

ResolTod,  That  the  rules  of  order  adopted  b^ 
the  last  Convention  for  the  ffovemment  of  their 
proceedings,  be  the  rules  of  proceeding  during 
the  present  Convention,  which  are  as  follows : — 

1.  The  business  of  every  day  shall  be  intro- 
duced with  the  morning  service  of  the  church. 

S.  When  the  president  takes  the  chair,  no 
member  shall  continue  standing,  or  shall  afier- 
ward  stand  up,  except  to  address  the  chair. 

5.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the 
service  of  the  house  unless  he  have  leave,  or  be 
vnable  to  attend. 

4.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in 
debate,  or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  he 
•hall,  with  due  respect,  address  himself  to  the 
preaident,  confining  himself  strictly  to  the  point 
in  debate. 

6.  No  member  shaU  speak  more  than  twice 
m  the  same  debate  without  leave  of  the  house. 

6.  A  question  being  once  determined  shall 
iland  as  the  judgment  of  the  house,  and  shall 
not  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the  same 
•eeston,  unless  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds 
of  the  house. 

7.  While  the  president  is  putting  any  ques- 
tion  the  members  shall  continue  in  their  seats, 
and  shall  not  hold  any  private  discourse. 

8.  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  house 
when  any  question  is  put.  shall,  on  a  division, 
bevjounted,  unless  he  be  personally  interested 
in  the  decision. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  as  before 
the  house  unless  it  be  seconded,  and,  when  re- 
qnired,  reduced  to  writing. 

10.  When  any  question  is  before  the  house, 
it  shall  be  determined  upon  before  any  new  thing 
is  introduced,  except  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

11.  The  question  on  a  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment shall  be  taken  before  any  other,  and  with- 
out debate. 

12.  When  the  house  is  about  to  rise,  every 
member  shall  keep  his  seat  until  the  president 
shall  leave  his  chair. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Croes, 
Uie  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  the  Rev.  John  H. 
Wmgfield,  Mr.  Obcd  Waite,  Mr.  Gerrard  Alex- 
ander, the  Hon. William  Browne,  and  Mr.  Thur- 
mer  Ho^gard,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the 
parochial  reports. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  WilUam  H.  Wilmer, 
•         «' ,w  ^^  William  Meade,  the  Rev.  Will- 

S"  ^  ."xT*'/**®  ^^    ^^""^y  W.  Ducachet, 
Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  Mr.  John  G.  Williams.  Mr 
Muscoe  Garnett,  and  Mr.  John  Hooff,  be  a  com^ 
mittee  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Church  m  this  diocess,  and  report  thereupon  to 


OidMd,  Tkm  tbt  lUv.  Mr.  Umk,  Ihi  Mm, 
Edivard  C.  M^Goir*,  Mr.  NalMOiMd.  M( 
Hugh  C.  M'NMwa,  Mr.  Robwt  E.  8tMdLa3 
Mr.  Francis  Neboo,  be  a  coouutftM  lo  «h» 
ine  the  aeeoniita  of  tbo  treaannr  of  tte  Itad  it 
the  permanent  sopport  oJT  tho  tpiewrpntt  m  llii 
diocesa. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Hngfa  Nobon,  St 
Carter  Berkeley,  Mr.  John  Gray,  and  Mr.  Th«[i> 
aa  Withers,  be  a  committee  to  exuMno  tfao  ti!i» 
urer*s  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rer.  Rmel  Keith,  ihi 
Rev.  William  Jackson,  Mr.  Saaool  ^hugMir, 
and  Mr.  Auguatine  L.  Dabney,  be  a  ^*^-'*tr 
to  examine  the  state  of  the  fund  for  the  aoffiit 
of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  d«gf* 
men. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  rnimihrt- 
tion  of  the  following  resolution,  adopted  ittki 
last  Convention,  amendatory  of  the  i*imfTitfttw 

Resolved,  That  if  it  be  ratified  by  the  not 
Convention,  the  aecond  article  of  Ihe  coMUts- 
tion  be  amended  by  striking  out  after  the  wl 
*'  the,"  in  the  firat  line,  all  that  foUowa  to  d» 
word  **  within,**  in  the  third  line,  and  T»»*»ity*i^ 
the  words,  "the  regularly  officiating  minirti 
and  the  clerical  profeaaors  of  the  Theokfieil 
School  of  Virginia,  residttita." 

On  motion,  * 

Resolved,  That  the  said  reeolaticm  be  wfsn» 
▼ed  and  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  ministers  of  the  chock 
belonging  to  other  diocesees,  the  students  of  d» 
Theological  School,  the  candidates  for  odtn, 
and  the  members  of  former  Conventions  now 
present,  be  admitted  to  the  sittings  of  this  Con- 
vention. 

The  bishop  then  delivered  the  following 


PASTORAL  AODSKSS. 

Bkithrin,— The  indisposition  under  which  1 
laboured  the  last  yesr,  prevented  me  lirom  enis- 
ging  as  extensively  as  I  should  have  done  io  UM 
discharge  of  those  duties  peculiar  to  my  ofiice, 
and  confined  my  episcopal  labours  vrithin  asmsto 
space  than  they  would  otherwise  have  occupied. 
Indisposed,  however,  as  1  was,  1  did  not  remain 
altogether  unemployed,  but  devoted  my  attentioo 
to  those  parts  of  the  diocess  which,  from  thsir  at* 
uation,  required  the  least  fatigue. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  last  Convention,  I  conse- 
crated to  the  service  of  Almighty  God  the  church 
erected  in  the  town  of  Lynchburg,  under  the  mia- 
istry  of  the  Rev.  Franklin  G.  Smith,  and  presched 
on  that  occasion ;  embracmg  in  my  discourse  soom 
of  the  peculiarities  of  our  pohty ;  rei>roecnting  lbs 
excellences  of  our  liturgy,  and  its  fitness  ibr  the 

eublic  worsliip  of  God :  and  admitted  to  the  priest* 
ood  the  Rev.  Mr.  Croes,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gunter. 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Chevers,  the  Kev.  Mr.  Brooke,  SM 
the  Rev.  Mr.  John  M'Guire. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention  1 
passed  into  the  county  of  Bedford,  and  consecratfi 
two  new  churches — churches  owug  their  exiil> 
ence  to  the  pious  and  dismterested  labours  ol  tbe 
Rev.  Mr.  Cobbs.  Since  the  ordiontion  of  Mr.  Cobbe 
several  offers  have  been  made  to  him,  by  the  ac- 
ceptance of  either  of  which  his  situation  would 
certainly  have  been  much  improved ;  but,  with  i 
magnanimity  of  mind  which  rendered  him  supsrm 
to  pecuniary  considerations,  and  with  that  iqjoid 
to  the  mfant  Btate  <tf  the  choreh  which 
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cvidil  OB  hit  putj,  Im  declined  them  all, 
■nddetenniiied  to  remein  in  his  present  sitoation. 
f  mention  this  circumstance  not  only  because  it 
is  hoDOunble  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Cobbs,  but 
6om  a  hope  that  his  parishioners  will  consider  it 
their  duty  to  aae  everj  means  in  their  power  to 
cuntiibute  to  the  comfort  of  himself  and  his  Urn- 

From  Bedford  I  passed  into  Amherst  county, 
and  preached  in  one  of  the  old  churches ;  and  the 
next  day  I  rode  to  another  place  of  worship,  lately 
erected  at  New-Glasgow,  at  which  place  the  Rev. 
Iff.  Pa^  preached,  alter  which  1  concluded  with 
■n  appUcation  to  his  (iiscourse. 

From  Amherst  I  proceeded,  in  company  with  the 
Hev.  Mr.  Croes  and  the  Rev  Mr.  Lee,  to  Char- 
IcHteairilJe ;  and  in  that  place  I  consecrated  a  new 
church,  preached,  administered  confirmation  and 
the  LiOra*s  Supper,  in  the  sftemoon  of  the  same 
dej  the  Rev.  Mr.  Croes  preached,  and  in  the  even- 
ing the  ReT.  Mr.  Lee  officiated.  The  congrega- 
tMU  upon  those  occasions  were  large  and  atten- 
tive. 

From  Charlottesville  I  rode  to  Mr.  Hugh  Nel- 
'•ij^fUficiated  m  Walker's  Church,  and  returned 


fn  the  beginning  of  Julv  I  visited  the  church 
hk  the  town  of  Norfolk,  wBere  I  officiated  on  the 
morning  of  the  Sabbath  to  a  large  and  respectable 
noditory;  and  in  the  afternoon  passed  over  to 
Portsinonlh,  and  preached  in  that  church  to  sn 
attentive  audience.  The  next  dav  I  rode  to  the 
town  ai  Suffolk,  in  company  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ducachet  snd  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chevers,  at  which 
place  both  Mr.  Ducachet  and  myself  officiated  to 
lane  and  attentive  congregations. 

Upon  my  return  to  Norfolk  1  took  passsge  in  a 
packet,  and  cro«sed  the  Chesapeake  Bay  into  the 
counties  o(  Northampton  and  Accomsck.  Upon 
my  arriTal  in  Northampton  1  preached  in  the 
courthouse,  and  the  next  day  proceefled,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ounter,  to  the  county  of 
Accomack,  and  preached  in  the  village  of  Onan- 
cock,  in  the  Methodist  church.  On  the  Sabbath 
•ubaeaoent  I  officiated  in  one  of  the  churches, 
and  administered  the  Lord*s  Supper  to  a  number 
of  pious  communicants.  The  congregations  in 
Accomack  are  at  this  time  destitute  of  a  minister, 
and  are  Tory  anxioua  to  obtain  the  services  of  a 
dergyman.  The  parish  is  large,  and  the  people 
highly  respectable.  1  ahould  conceive  few  places 
in  the  diocess  more  entitled  to  attention,  and  few 
eof^regations  better  able  or  more  dispObed  to  ren- 
der a  iuthful  minister  happy. 

From  Accomack  I  returned  to  Northampton, 
and  preached  in  Hungar's  church  to  a  large  and 
respectable  assembly,  and  then  rode  to  the  court- 
hooae,  where  I  again  officiated  to  an  attentive  con- 
gregntiou. 

In  the  nuddle  of  July  I  visited  Petersburg,  in 
company  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ducachet  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Lee;  at  which  time  I  admitted  to  dea- 
eone*  orders  Ifr.  John  Grsmmer,  Mr.  Benjamin 
O.  Peera,  Mr.  Henry  Aisquith,  snd  Mr.  Leonard 
H.  Johns;  and  administered  the  Lord's  Supper. 
The  Rew.  Mr.  Ducachet  preached  in  the  morning, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lee  in  the  evening ;  upon  both 
the  congregations  were  numerous  and 


In  the  month  of  September  I  went  to  the  county 
of  Hanover.  In  thst  section  of  the  district  I  passed 
•sveral  days  in  company  with  the  Rev.  Edward 
M*Ouin  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Croea.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Cioee  preached  the  first  day ;  on  the  second  the 
Rev.  Mr.  M*Ouirs  jireached  an  ordination  sermon, 
•fter  which  I  admitted  to  the  priesthood  the  Rev. 
ICc  Cooke,  and  administered  the  Lord^s  Supper. 


On  the  third  dar  Mr.  Orbes  preached  at  the  hooaa 
of  the  venerable  Mrs.  Nelson,  at  which  time  I 
admin iatered  the  Lord's  Supper  to  herself  and  up- 
wards of  thirty  members  of  her  numerous  connex- 
ion. 

On  the  last  of  September  I  went  to  the  north, 
vvith  an  intention  to  attend  the  General  Conven- 
tion; but,  in  consequence  of  the  most  severe  illness 
with  which  i  was  ever  visited,  I  was  not  only  pre- 
vented from  carr>'ing  into  effect  that  design,  but 
also  from  returning  to  this  diocess  until  the  month 
of  March.  I  should  deem  myself  deftcient  in  grat- 
itude to  the  inhabitants  of  Hsrtford,  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  wanting  in  respect  ih  Virginia,  whoee 
adopted  son  those  people  considered  me,  were  I 
not  thus  publicly  to  acknowledge  the  weight  of 
obligation  under  which  their  kindness  hss  placed 
ine.  The  attentions  of  Mr.  Samuel  Tudor  and 
lady,  of  that  ciiy,  were  the  sttentions  of  children 
to  a  parent.  Language  is  loo  feeble  to  express 
the  anectionate  treatment  I  received  at  their  handa; 
and  while  memory  retains  its  seat  in  my  mind,  1 
can  never  forget  them.  May  the  Almighty  God 
remember  them  for  good,  and  prove  their  friend  in 
every  time  of  need. 

In  the  month  of  March  I  held  an  ordination  in 
the  Monumenul  Church  in  the  city  of  Richmond ; 
on  which  occasion  the  Rev.  Mr.  Croes  delivered 
a  discourse,  proving  satisfactorily  and  conclusively 
the  ministerial  omce  of  deacons,  and  enforcing 
their  duties ;  after  which  I  admitted  to  the  holy 
order  of  deacons  Mr.  George  Kirke. 

The  secretary,  brethren,  will  produce  to  the 
Convention  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Gen- 
eral Convention,  on  the  subject  of  eertain  proposed 
alterations  in  the  liturgy  of  the  church.  It  is  my 
duly  to  mention,  not  only  to  the  members  of  this 
Convention,  but  also  to  the  members  of  the  church 
throughout  the  diocess  of  Virginia,  the  fears  with 
which  my  mind  is  impressed  on  this  important 
subject  The  church  has  hitherto  prospered  in  the 
use  of  the  liturgy  as  it  has  been  handed  down  to 
us  by  our  fathers.  That  uniformity  of  worship 
which  has  distinguished  us  as  a  society,  should 
the  proposed  alterations  be  carried  into  edieci,  will 
be  destroyed.  Instead  of  uniting  in  the  same  de- 
votional exercises  as  we  hitherto  have  done,  every 
clergyman  will  hnve  it  in  his  power  to  select  his 
own  lessuns,  and  to  resd  such  ()ortions  of  the 
Psalms  of  David  as  he  pleases,  by  which  means 
the  public  worship  of  God  in  these  particulars  will 
be  as  various  ss  the  constitutions  of  our  minds. 
The  old  members  of  the  church,  who  have  been 
taught  to  view  the  Uturgy  through  a  medium  the 
most  sacred,  will  be  grieved,  'fhe  guards  to  uni- 
formity being  once  removed,  one  innovation  will 
succeed  anoUier,  until  the  people  will  lose  that 
reverence  for  our  incomuarsble  services  by  which 
they  have  been  actuatea,  and  the  church  receive 
the  most  vital  injury. 

Wlien  we  reflect  upon  the  general  esteem  in 
which  the  liturgy  is  viewed  by  the  reflecting  and 
considerste  of  other  denominations,  our  opinim 
of  its  excellence  should  be  sirenffthened  and  in- 
creased. The  celebrated  Dr.  Clarice,  of  the  Meth- 
odist society,  has  declared,  that  the  liturgy  of  the 
church  is  second  to  no  volume  except  the  sacred 
writings;  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Hall,  of  the  Baptist 
society,  has  expressed  himself  in  similar  language. 
To  touch  a  matter  of  so  much  consequence  with- 
out the  deepest  reflection— to  alter  a  service  of 
such  acknowledged  worth  without  years  of  pray- 
erful considerstion,  should  not  be  ventured  on. 
When  we  enter  the  threshold  of  this  inquiry  we 
should  take  the  shoes  from  off  our  feet,  as  the 
ground  whereon  we  tread  ia  holy  ground.  The 
church  in  Virginia  will  never  be  induced,  I  tnut 
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tnd  praj>  to  depart  from  her  prescribed  forms ;  but 
will  defeDd  the  liturgy  in  all  its  integrity,  and  prove 
to  the  Christian  world  that  we  reverence  the  opin- 
ions of  our  fathers,  and  are  satisfied  with  that  sys- 
tem of  doctrine  which  they  venerated,  and  which 
they  so  highly  valued. 

Such,  brethren,  are  the  outlines  of  the  views  I 
entertain  of  the  contemplated  measure :  I  should 
have  considered  mysell  deficient  in  duty  to  the 
church  conunitted  to  my  care  by  you  and  by 
heaven,  did  1  not  raise  my  warning  voice  in  behalf 
of  the  liturgy,  and  thus  express  the  fears  which 
have  disturbed  my  quiet. 

Since  our  last  meeting  we  have  been  deprived 
of  the  labours  of  our  affectionate  brother,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Dunn.  The  humihly  for  which  he  was  dis- 
tinguished, the  fidelity  with  which  he  laboured, 
and  the  evangelical  views  he  entertained  on  the 
subject  of  religion,  endeared  him  to  us  all.  His 
death  was  marked  with  the  strongest  features  of 
resignation  to  the  will  of  the  Almighty,  and  his 
views  of  that  rest  which  remsineth  for  the  people 
of  God  comforted  him  in  his  last  moments,  snd 
rendered  the  termination  of  his  life  truly  triumph- 
ant He  has  entered,  1  trust,  into  the  joy  of  his 
Lord,  and  now  rests  in  peace  on  the  bosom  of  his 
God. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  present  month  I  visited 
the  county  of  Goochland,  in  company  with  the 
Rev.  Messrs.  Meade,  Cooke,  Croes,  and  Johns. 

Although  the  present  incumbent  has  been  set- 
tled in  that  parish  but  one  year,  stiU  the  church, 
the  concerns  of  which  had  been  dormant  for  thirty 
years,  now  discovers  a  state  of  energy  of  no  in- 
considerable character.  The  people,  animated 
by  the  laborious  efforts  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lee,  have 
repaired  one  of  the  old  churches,  and  put  it  in  com- 
plete order.  Agreeably  to  their  request,  I  conse- 
crated it  to  the  service  of  God,  snd  coniirmcK] 
twelve  persons.  We  all  preached  in  succession 
to  large  and  attentive  auditories.  The  Holy  Com- 
munion was  administered  the  day  after  I  left  the 
parish  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Meade,  and  the  church 
was  joined  by  several  new  members. 

On  the  last  Sunday  1  visited  the  church  on 
Richmond  Hill,  which  is  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hart,  upon  which  occasion 
I  preached  to  a  very  large  congregation,  and  ad- 
ministered the  rite  of  confirmation  to  nineteen 
persons.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  mention  the 
present  prosperous  slate  of  that  church.  The 
church  has  been  put  in  complete  repair,  through 
the  efforts  of  a  few  spinted  gentlemen,  and  is 
second  in  its  internal  sppearance  to  very  few  of 
the  churches  in  this  diocess. 

With  my  prayers  to  Heaven  that  our  Conven- 
tional proceedings  at  this  time  may  be  as  distin- 
guished by  that  peace  and  harmony  which  have 
characterized  our  former  deliberations,  I  now  con- 
clude this  address. 

Richard  Channino  Moore. 

The  secretary  then  presented  to  the  Conven- 
tion the  following  letter,  received  by  him  from  the 
secretaries  of  the  House  of  Bishops  and  House 
of  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Convention  of  the  Diocest  of 

Virginia. 
Neut-  York,  December  20,  1820. 
Sir,— We  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to 
you,  to  be  communicated  to  your  Convention,  the 
following  extracts  from  the  Journal  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  late  General  Convention  of  our 
church. 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Biehope. 
'*  Od  moCiOB  of  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Hobait, 
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Resolved,  That  theHouae  of  Bitbops  propose 
the  following  preambles  and  resolutions  to  the 
House  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies : — 

**  The  House  of  Bishops,  deeply  solicitous  to 
preserve  unimpaired  the  liturgy  of  the  church, 
and  yet  desirous  to  remove  tlM  reasons  aliped, 
from  the  supposed  length  of  the  service,  for  the 
omission  of  some  of  its  parts,  and  particularly  for 
the  omission  of  that  part  of  the  communion  office 
which  is  commonly  called  the  ante-communion, 
do  unanimously  propose  to  the  House  of  Clerical 
and  Lay  Deputies  the  following  resolutions,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  seversl  State  Conventions,  in 
order  to  be  acted  upon  at  the  next  General  Con- 
vention, agreeably  to  the  eighth  article  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

'*  1.  Resolved,  That  in  *  The  order  how  the 
Psalter  is  appointed  to  be  read,'  the  following  be 
added  to  the  fourth  paragraph — *  or  any  other 
Psalm  or  Psalms,  except  on  those  days  on  whicb 
proper  Psalms  are  appointed :'  so  that  the  whole 
paragraph  will  read  as  follows : — *  The  minister, 
instead  of  reading  from  the  Psalter  as  divided  foe 
daily  morning  and  evening  pra]fer,  may  read  one 
of  the  selections  set  out  oy  this  church,  or  any 
other  Psalm  or  Psabns,  except  on  those  days  oo 
which  *  proper  Psalms*  are  appointed. 

*'  2.  Resolved,  That  in  *  The  order  how  the  rest 
of  the  Holy  Scripture  is  appointed  to  be  read,' 
the  following  be  mserted  after  the  fifth  paragraph : 
— *  The  mimster  may,  at  his  discretion,  instMO  of 
the  entire  lessons,  read  suitable  portions  thereof, 
not  less  than  fifteen  verses.  Ana  on  other  days 
than  Sundays  and  holydays,  in  those  places  where 
morning  and  evening  prayer  is  not  daily  used,  he 
may  read  other  portions  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  instead  of  the  prescribed  lessons ;  it 
being  recommended,  that  unless  circomstsnces 
render  it  inexpedient,  on  the  stated  prayer  days 
of  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  the  lessons  for  those 
days,  or  for  one  of  the  intervening  days,  be  read.* 

**  The  bishops,  in  the  use  of  tne  ofiiice  of  con- 
firmation, finding  that  the  preface  is  frequently 
not  well  suited  to  the  age  and  character  of  those 
who  are  presented  for  this  holy  ordinance,  unam- 
mously  propose  the  following  resolution : — 

"3.  Resolved,  That  after  the  present  preface  in 
the  office  of  confirmation,  the  followmg  be  in- 
serted, to  be  used  instead  of  the  former,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  bishop  : — *  It  appears  from  Holy 
Scripture,  that  the  apostles  laid  their  hands  on 
those  who  were  baptized;  and  this  ordmsnce, 
styled  by  the  Apostle  Paul  the  'Maying  on  of 
hsiids,**  and  ranked  by  him  among  the  principles 
of  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  has  been  retained  in  the 
church,  under  the  name  of  coofirmation ;  and  is 
very  convenient  and  proper  to  be  observed,  to  the 
end  that  persons  being  sufficiently  instructed  in 
what  they  promised,  or  whst  was  promised  for 
them  in  their  baptism,  and  being  in  other  respects 
duly  qualified,  may  themselves,  with  their  own 
mouth  and  consent,  openly,  before  the  church, 
ratify  and  confirm  the  same;  and  also  promise, 
that  by  the  grace  of  God  they  will  evermore  en 
deavour  themselves  faithfully  to  observe  such 
things  as  they,  by  their  own  confiBSsion,  have  ss- 
sented  unto.* 

*'  And  to  correct  the  injurious  misapprehensioa 
as  to  the  mesning  of  certain  terms  in  the  fir^ 
collect  in  the  office  of  confirmation,  the  bishops 
unanimously  propose  the  following  resolution  :— 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  after  the  first  collect  in  the 
office  of  confirmation,  the  following  be  inserted, 
to  be  used  at  the  discretion  of  the  bishop,  in^ind 
of  the  first  collect :— *  Ahnighty  and  everiiving 
God,  who  hsst  vouchsafed  in  baptism  to  regener 
ata  these  thy  servanta  by  water  aul  the  Half 
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Ohott,  thoi  giving  them  a  title  to  all  the  bleMinge 
of  thy  corenant  of  grace  and  mercy  in  thy  Son 
Jesua  Chrift,  and  now  dost  ^raciouily  confirm 
onto  them,  ratiff ing  the  promiaet  then  made,  all 
their  holy  privileges;  grant  unto  them,  we  be- 
seech thee,  O  Lord,  the  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Sbost ;  strengthen  them  with  the  power  of  this 
vine  Cumforter ;  and  daily  increase  in  them  thy 
manilold  gifts  of  grace,  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and 
imderstanaiug,  the  spirit  of  counsel  and  ghostly 
strength,  the  spirit  of  knowled^  and  true  godli- 
ness ;  and  fill  tnem,  O  Lord,  with  the  spirit  m  thy 
holy  fear,  now  and  for  ever.    Amen.' 

**  And  whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  bishops, 
there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  obligation  of  ministers 
to  say,  on  sll  Sundays  and  other  holydays,  that 
part  of  the  communion  oflSce  which  is  commonly 
called  the  ante-communion,  yet,  as  the  practice 
of  some  of  the  clergy  is  not  conformable  to  this 
construction  o(  the  rubric  on  this  point,  the  House 
of  Bishops  propose  the  following  resolution  : — 

"5.  Resolved,  That  the  following  be  adopted 
aa  a  aubstitute  for  the  first  sentence  m  the  rubric, 
immediatelv  after  the  communion  office  :— 

"  '  On  all  Sundays  and  other  holydays  shall  be 
■aid  all  that  is  appointed  at  the  communion  unto 
the  end  of  the  gospel,  concluding  divine  service, 
in  all  cases  when  tnere  is  a  sermon  or  commu- 
■ion,  and  when  there  is  not,  with  the  blessing.' " 

JB^racifnm  the  JmaiuH  of  the  Houee  of  CUriad  and 

Lay  JJeputies. 

■*  The  resolutions  received  from  the  House  of 
Bishops  on  the  subject  of  the  Psalter,  &c.,  being 
imder  ccmsideration,  it  was  Resolved,  'i  hat  this 
house  concur  in  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of 
Bishops." 

Sxbraetjnm  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Clerical  and 

Lay  Jjeputiee. 

**  Resolved,  br  the  House  of  Clerical  and  Lay 
Deputiea,  the  House  of  Bishops  concurring.  That 
it  be  made  known  to  the  several  State  Conven- 
tions of  this  church,  that  it  is  proposed  to  con- 
fer of  and  determine  on,  at  the  next  General 
ConveotioD,  the  propriety  of  altering  the  second 
clause  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  constitution  of 
this  church,  bv  viding  the  words,  '  or  the  articles 
of  rehgion,'  after  the  woids,  *  other  offices  of  the 
church."* 

JBvfrsef  from  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Biehope. 

**  A  resolution  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies,  proposing  to  make 
known  to  the  several  State  Conventions  a  prop- 
oaition  to  conaider  of  and  determine  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  altering  the  second  clause  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  constitution  of  this  church ; 
nhich  waa  concurred  in  by  this  house." 

We  certify  Uie  above  to  be  true  extracts  from 
tiie  Journal  of  the  House  of  Bishops,  and  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  Houae  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies, 
SBspectively,  in  the  General  Convention  of  1826. 
William  H.  Dk  Lancit,  Secretary  of  the 

House  of  Bishops. 
BiNJAMiN  T.  Ondxkdonk,  Secretary  of  the 
House  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies. 

On  motion,  Resolred,  That  the  said  letter  be 
lefenred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  president  then  appomted  the  Rev.  Henry 
W.  Docachet,  M.  D.,  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Hart, 
the  Rot.  Reuel  Keith,  Mr.  Hosh  Nelson,  Mr. 
John  Gray,  Mr.  Robert  E.  Steed,  and  Mr.  Oer- 
laid  AlezaiideT,  on  aaid  committee. 

Onmotion,  RMohred,  That  Mr.  Lewie  Berke- 


ley have  leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  oi 
the  session  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Conventioi 
meet  each  day  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.  during  iti 
session. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  Convention  ad< 
joumed  until  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 

FsiDAT,  Mat  18,  1827. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev 
Dr.  Wilmer. 

The  bishop  being  absent,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wil- 
mer, on  motion,  was  called  to  the  chair. 

'fhe  Rev.  William  Meade,  of  Frederick  par- 
ish,  Frederick  county,  snd  the  Rev.  Willian 
Marshall,  of  I^ed's  parish,  Fauquier  county, 
appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  George  Fayette  Washington,  a  lay  dele- 
gate of  the  parish  of  Norbome,  Berkelev  county, 
and  Mr.  Robert  Slaughter,  a  lay  delegate  oi 
the  parish  of  St.  Mark's,  Culpepper  county,  ap- 
peared and  took  their  seats. 

The  parochial  reports  were  handed  in  and 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  upon  paro< 
chial  reports. 

The  session  wss  then  suspended,  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  divine  service  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hart,  and  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Keith, 
after  which  the  Convention  again  met. 

The  bishop  appeared  and  took  his  seat  ai 
president  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Obed  Waite  presented  a  petition,  signed 
bv  the  members  of  the  congregation  of  the 
Episcopal  church  at  Winchester,  praying  thai 
the  church  at  Winchester  may  be  hereaftei 
known  by  the  name  of  Christ  Church,  Win- 
chester, and  formed  into  a  separate  pariah,  to 
be  called  the  parish  of  Frederick,  Wuichester, 
and  received  as  such  into  the  Convention. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  is  reasonable,  and  that  the  same  be 
granted. 

A  motion  was  made  snd  seconded,  that  the 
Convention  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  parochial 
reports  be  discharged,  and  that  the  reports  be 
spread  on  the  Journal,  as  read  to  the  Conven- 
tion ;  and,  on  the  question  being  put  thereupon, 
it  was  rejected. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Graj 
have  leave  of  absence  fiom  the  Convention  foi 
the  remainder  of  this  day. 

The  secreury  received  the  following  contri- 
butions from  sundry  parishes  of  this  diocess  foi 
the  Contingent  Fund  : — 

Fredericksville  parish,  Albemsrle  county,  $  1 6  (X 
Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  parish  of 

Fairfax, 80  (K 

Lexington  parish,  Amherst  county,      -  20  (N 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk,     -        -        -  30  0< 
Russell  parish,  Bedford  county,         -  80  M 
St.  James's  pariah,  Northam,  Gooch- 
land,       10  0< 

St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex,                   -  80  0< 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$166  0( 
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Amoiint  brocig^t  fbrmrd,  1166  00 

Sooth  F»rnh.m  jwn.h.  E«pl.             -  10  00 

Fraderiek  pannh,  Frndfnrk  conntir.  30  00 
Christ  Church, TiDibocnepiriBh.Borko- 

\ej  counly,                              -        -  6  !5 

Sl.St«phmi'«Chun:h,CulpepperCOOiitir,  80  00 

St.  Hark'a  pariih,  Culpsppei  countj,  10  00 

Biih  ptnah,  Dinwiddle,      -         -         -  90  00 

Wure  mild  Abingdon  paruhw,      -         .  15  00 

Henrko  p*riib.  He nnca  couDly,         -  IS  00 

Su  AodteWB  puub,  Jxfferton  coimly,  16  00 

FoitunouLb  puiih,  Naifalk  countf,     ■  30  00 

St.  Mirniet^i  ponsh,  Cuoline  county,  37  37 

St.  PmJ'a  Cburcb,  AJcuodM,            -  32  00 

WMbingion  jwrish.  WoBimoielmd,      -  8  00 


Si.  p.i..r- 

UooUioD  by  Mr.  Richard  Stui 

Georee, 
St.  Minin'i  parieh,  HanoTcc. 


15  06 

t  of  Kins 

■  5  00 
idLooiu,  SO  00 
ily,  '  10  00 
unlj,      -     SO  00 


Tha  roDowing  lom*  tuf  e  boen  Teceired  since 
the  ImI  CofiTenlioa  towarda  Ihe  aupport  of  (he 
biahop's  utiatanl  for  tba  few  ending  in  May, 
1836:— 

Brutol  paiiah,  Petrnhurs.  -  $30  00 

St.  Goarge'B  pariih,  fVcdencksburg,  -  20  00 
Si.  Jtmes'a  panih.  M«klenburg,  -  30  00 
Ruaaell  panah,  Bedford,  -  -  -  15  00 
Louiaa  county,  by  Rer.  Mr.  Crawford,  10  00 
Si.  Paul's  Church.  Aleiandns,  .  -  30  00 
St.  Asiw'*  puiah,  EsMx,  •    IS  00 

«I30  00 

The  following  eutni  were  paid  toward*  Ihe 
■appoit  of  tb«  liiabap's  uaiatuit  for  the  yttx 
ending  M»y,  183T  :— 


Raaaall  psnah,  Bedford  caonty, 
Briatol  pariih.  Petsiaburfi, 
Si.  Paul's  Cbnrcb,  Aleiandria, 
St.  Jamea'a,  MEckl«nburg, 
f^cdencksriUi  u*n*h.  Aibnnatle. 
Leiiogton  panab.  Amheisl  eauni 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk,      ■ 
St.  Jimoi'*  pansh,  Norlhim,  Gooch- 
land.    .... 
St.  Anne's  pariah,  Easei, 
South  Funham  paiiih,  Etaei, 
Norbome  pariah.  Berkelsy , 
Noiborne  pariah,  Chriat  Church, 

ley 

TVaro  and  Alnngdon   psriahea,  Glon. 

Porlamoolh  pariah,  Norfolk  cont 


Amount  cuiiod  romtrd. 


ADoanl  hnrngtit  Anwvd,  tlST  II 

St.  Martin'*  parish,  Hanonr  sod  Lonin 

counties, 10  W 

LynnhtTcn  pariah,  Princeat  Anno  county,  10  01 
Shelhumo  parish,  Loudoun  county,  -  10  OO 
Hi.  Paul's  Church,  Lyticl.bu.g.  -     10  M 

St.  Mark's  pui*h,  Culpepper  county,  0  00 

9196  01 
I,  RomItmI,  Thit  the  Conventioa 


o'clock. 

SaTltmoAT.  Mat  19,  1837. 

The  Convention  mel  according  to  idjoon- 
menl,  ai>d  was  opened  with  prayer  I7  Ihe  Ketr. 
Mr.  Meade. 

The  bi>ht>p  being  ^Mcnt,  the  Rot.  Dt.  Wil- 
mer  nui  called  to  Ihr?  chair. 

Mi.  p.  Hmsbrough  produced  a  ceTtiScaU 
of  bis  nppoiiilment  aa  a  lay  delegate  Iw  iIm 
].ari»li  of  Si,  Mark's,  Culpepper  county  (Mr 
Jtobert  Slaughter  haiing  retired),  and  Mr. 
FVrluB  Dickitiiou  producod  a  ceniGcste  of  ik 
^I'lHiinliiienl  aa  a  la;  Jelegale  for  the  pariah  of 
.81.  Margaiet'B.  Gsraline  coonty  -,  whicb  eeitil- 
tMti  being  read,  were  approved  in  confofnu^ 
with  Ihe  canoni,  whereiiiian  they  took  Ibtir 
aealB  aa  members  of  this  Convention. 

The  Rtv.  Mr.  Croes,  from  the  committee  t» 
whom  wciG  iL-fcircd  the  paiochial  npOtU,  pa- 
aented  itte  roliouuing  rfpoii : — 

The  commiitfF  un  ibe  jiaroctjial  repotta  haia 
had  the  Rnmc  uiiJFicuii.iidrrsiion.  and  hare  COD- 
denaed  them  a*  far  aa  in  their  opinion  tbty 
1  piopTieiy      They  much  r^rsl 


They  hurnbty  trust  that  the  memban  of  th* 
Co[iveiiiion  will  bear  in  mind  the  delicacy  and 
Jilticully  of  Ihe  charge  with  which  the  coBBIt- 
ler  hale  been  iouualed,  atid  duly  appreciate  lbs 
malives  which  have  actuated  (hem  in  the  alur- 
th«y  tave   made.     They  therefore    t»- 


clfullj  e 


][  the 


proper!  Kobt.  B,  C)ioe»,  Chaiiman. 

Whereupon  it  was  Resolved.  Thai  iheae  te- 
porls.aD  CDnilcnaedby  thacoDunittee,  be  Inawt- 
*don  the  Journal 

St.  Mnrtin'B  pariah,  Hanonr.    Dnrri)(  lbs  leal 
year  it  has  pleated  A  tnigbty  God  tr     •'■    -^ 
iiitle  )l<^k  to  SI.  Hanin'a  pansh    - 

sixiy-four.  We  have  had  six  baptiania.  eifhl 
funemla,  and  one  mamagB.  Our  BiMe  Socioly. 
which  cOTiBiflU  of  Bevenly-fiiB  members,  nuaei an- 
nually about  ilOO.  Tbe  Education  Society,  which 


etala  four — marr 
Redil  Euib,  Bactor. 
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SOI 


te  laj  membera  from  St.  Paul's  parish,  m  the 
oAy  of  Kin^  George,  state,  that  tfieir  parish  is 
loat  a  minister,  and  that  with  the  exct^prion 
M  ladies,  among  whom  there  are  many  bright 
isiiana,  and  all  of  them  much  concerned  for 
r  aoula,  religion  has  greatly  declined. 

Richard  Stuart, 
N.  L.  Washingtow. 
L  PauPs  Church,  Alexandria.  The  present 
3r  haa  had  charge  of  his  congregation  only 
e  months — no  material  change  has  taken  place 
tin  that  time.  He  found  the  congregation  and 
raiious  schools  and  societies  connected  with 
s  reported  to  preceding  Conventions,  in  a  very 
peroua  state.  The  Sunday  Schools  contain 
It  two  hundred  and  thirty  scholars.  A  large 
iber  of  children  are  formed  into  Bible  clssses, 
;h  promise  much  usefulness,  besides  which  a 
e  clasa  for  adult  females,  under  the  care  of  the 
3r,  has  been  recently  established.  1'he  female 
ritable  School  for  the  instruction  of  the  poor 
Iren  in  domestic  employment,  continues  to  ex- 
I  irery  beneficial  influence  ;  it  contams  about 
honared  pupils,  and  meets  every  Saturday. 
a  the  whole,  we  have  reason  to  bless  God  for 
itomising  appearance  in  this  part  of  his  vine- 
:  and  humbly  trust,  from  the  very  serious  at- 
on  that  IS  manifested  by  many,  that  there 
ere  long  be  a  great  ingathering  of  souls  to 

ning  the  past  year  this  congregation  has  li- 
ated  a  debt  of  upwards  of  ^,000,  leaving  it 
almost  entirely  tree  from  encumbrances. 
Dce  the  late  rector  resigned  his  charae,  there 
:  been  six  added  to  the  communion,  four  bap- 
l,  one  of  whom  was  an  adult,  and  three  fu- 
lls. Wm.  Jackson,  Rector, 
led's  parish,  Fauquier  county.  This  parish 
erly  stood  connected  with  that  of  Hamilton 
e  same  county.  It  has  within  the  last  year 
ted  the  maintenance  of  a  distinct  rector. 
ne  are  three  places  of  worship,  but  as  yet  no 
eh  is  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  Episcopal 
ces.  The  congestions  are  small,  the  people 
r  yery  much  divided  in  their  predilection  for 
Spiaco])al,  Presbyterian,  Methodist,  and  Bap- 
denominations.  The  rector  has,  however, 
ired  himself  with  the  discovery  of  some  en- 
iment  in  the  number  attending  his  preaching. 
ig  to  the  rector's  not  having  it  in  his  power 
Iminister  the  communion,  the  number  of  com- 
icants  is  not  precisely  known.      Baptisms 

Wm.  L.  Marshall. 
iwport  parish.  Isle  of  Wirht.  The  minister 
ts,  that  the  church  under  n is  care,  which  for 
t  Chan  twenty  years  has  been  in  a  state  of  di- 
ation  and  destitute  of  gospel  ordinances,  be- 
to  rear  her  head,  her  courts  again  receive  the 
»pio^  multitude,  and  her  prospects  are  dai- 
tening  with  increasing  numbers— devout 
itlOD  to  ordinances,  and  a  more  earnest  solici- 
upon  the  subject  of  religion.  He  also  reports, 
deep  regret,  that  one  of  his  churches  has  been 
nrora,  no  doubt  by  the  hands  of  an  incendi- 
Baptisms  three — marriages  three — funerals 

ace  last  February  he  has  had  under  his  care 
hnrch  in^uffolk,  Nansemond  county,  where 
IS  also  been  encouraged  by  an  enlarged  and 
tiTe  congregation.  Wm.  G.  H.  Jonis. 

th  parish,  Dinwiddle  county.  The  rector  of 
lansh  was  ordained  a  deacon  in  July  last,  and 
idiately  commenced  his  labours ;  preaching 
ro  Sundays  in  each  month  in  Sapony  Church, 
9  county  of  Dinwiddie,  one  Sunday  in  Red 
Church,  in  the  county  of  Brunswick,  and 
mainiDg  Sunday  in  the  courthouse  at  Hicks' 


ford,  in  Oreensville  county.  Sapony  Church  was 
in  a  good  state  of  repair,  and.  by  the  exertions  of  a 
minister  of  the  Presbyterian  communion  (who 
preaches  monthly  in  Red  Oak  Church),  funds  had 
been  provided  for  repairing  that  house,  which  have 
been  so  applied  as  to  render  its  condition  now 
comfortable.  I'he  situation,  however,  of  the  people 
aimmg  whom  he  oflliciated,  was  most  discouraging. 
The  rector  of  Bath  parish  has  been  enabled,  how- 
ever, by  God's  grace,  to  persevere  in  his  efforts  to 
make  known  the  unsearchable  riches  of  the  love 
of  God  m  Christ  Jesus  to  his  perishing  fellow- 
mortals,  aixl  to  build  the  church  of  the  Kedeemer 
in  this  spiritual  wilderness,  notwithstanding  the 
difficulties  which  obstruct  his  progress.  He  suc- 
ceeded, by  the  divine  blessing,  in  inducing  a  few 
who  profess  a  partiality  to  the  Episcopal  Church, 
to  organize  a  congre^tion  at  Sapony  Church  in 
March  last,  by  electmg  a  vestry,  and  he  was  at 
the  same  lime  chosen  their  rector.  Since  that 
event  he  has  been  enabled  to  use  the  services  of 
the  church  with  regularity :  the  members  of  the 
congregations  have  been  supplied  with  prayer- 
books,  and  they  unite  generally  and  audibly  with 
the  minister  in  the  use  of  the  liturgy. 

No  opportunity  having  yet  occurred  for  the  ad- 
ministration  of  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per in  his  congregntion,  the  rector  is  unable  to 
state  with  certainty  the  number  of  those  who 
would  partake  of  that  holy  ordinance.  From  the 
best  information  he  hss  procured,  he  supposes  the 
number  would  be  seven.  Baptisms,  four  children, 
one  white  and  three  coloured— funerals  four — 
marriages  four — catechumens  seven. 

John  Grammir. 
The  rector  of  Trinity  Church,  Protestant  par- 
ish, presents  his  report  to  the  Convention  this 
year  with  the  liveliest  feeling  of  gratitude  to  the 
great  Head  of  the  church  for  the  fruit  that  has 
been  granted  to  his  humble  labours  within  the 
course  of  the  last  twelve  months.  He  has  been 
blessed  with  the  pleasing  satisfaction  of  beholding 
an  increasing  interest  on  the  subject  of  religion 
among  his  charge,  manifested  by  an  accession  of 
several  families  to  his  congregation,  by  a  more  reg- 
ulsr  attendance  on  the  public  ministrations  of  the 
word,  by  a  greater  nurnber  of  persons  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  services  of  the  sanctuary,  and 
by  more  devotion  in  the  manner  in  which  those 
services  are  conducted.  But  that  which  proves 
to  him  most  satisfactorily  the  increase  of  religious 
feeling  among  his  people,  is  the  cooverston,  the 
true  conversion,  he  trusts,  of  three  individuals  of 
his  small  charge  within  the  last  six  weeks,  and 
the  inquiring  state  in  which  about  half  a  doxen  or 
more  are  at  this  time.  These  have  all  ^iven  poe- 
itive  evidence  of  the  strivings  of  the  spint  of  grace 
upon  their  hearts,  and  the  prevailing  effect  which 
it  has  had  upon  them,  by  their  inquiring  the  way 
to  Zion,  and  resolving  not  to  give  over  t^ir  search 
after  God  until  they  have  found  him  to  the  peace 
and  salvation  of  their  souls. 

Within  a  few  months  a  Bible  class  has  been 
formed,  composed  at  present  of  twenty-seven 
members,  and  increasing  daily.  The  exercises 
are  well  attended,  and,  it  is  hoped,  not  without  a 
considerable  beneficial  influence.  Very  recently 
a  Sabbath  School  has  been  organixed  also  in  this 
parish,  which  promises  to  be  productive  of  much 
good.  There  are  twelve  teachers  and  eighty 
scholars.  The  rector  of  this  church  further  re- 
ports, that  at  the  close  of  the  last  year  he  ceassd 
nis  regular  monthly  ministrations  in  the  parish  of 
Lynnnaven ;  so  that  that  people  are  now  without 
a  minister  to  break  to  them  the  bread  of  lifis.  Mar- 
riages six— baptisms  sixteen— commnnicants  fi^ 
teen— funerals  eight 


SOS 
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In  cloauig  hit  import,  the  rector  of  Trinity 
Church  begs  the  members  of  this  Convention,  in 
their  prayers  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel  and  in- 
crease ol  true  religion  generally,  to  remember 
that  portion  of  God's  vineyard,  in  particular,  of 
which  he  is  placed  in  charge.  All  which  is  re- 
spectfully submitted. 

John  H.  Wingfibld. 

St.  George*s  Church,  Fredericksburg.  l*he 
minister  of  this  church  has  pleasure  in  reporting 
it  as  being  in  a  prosperous  condition.    The  con- 

Eregatiun  during  the  past  year  has  always  been 
irge,  regular,  and  attentive ;  and  is  still  increasing 
in  numbers.  The  influence  of  the  gospel  has  been 
realized  to  a  very  encouraging  extent  during  that 
period.  For  the  greater  pan  of  the  year,  but  few 
mdications  of  s  beneficial  ministration  ol  the  word 
and  doctrine  gladdened  our  hearts ;  but  He  who 
has  bsid, "  in  the  morning  sow  thy  seed,  and  in  the 
evening  withhold  not  thine  hand,"  at  length  in  his 
fiiithfulness  remembered  us,  and  granted  us  some 
reviving  proofs  of  his  grace  and  love.  Several  of 
our  number  bemg  thus  graciously  visited,  have 
been  called  out  ol  darkness  into  marvellous  light, 
while  others  are  anxiously  inquiring  what  they 
must  do  to  be  saved. 

There  are  two  flourishing  Bible  classes  under 
our  care.  From  this  method  of  religious  instruc- 
tion we  have  found  much  important  advantage  to 
arise,  and  thmk  that  no  small  share  of  the  recent 
^iiritual  improvement  of  the  congregation  may  be 
ascribed  to  it. 

The  Sunday  Schools  belonging  to  the  church 
are  still  in  a  most  flourishing  state.  The  number 
of  scholars,  male  and  female,  amounts  to  two  hun- 
dred and  filly. 

l*he  Fredericksburg  Common  Prayer-Book  and 
Tract  Society  is  still  in  active  and  successful 
operation. 

The  Female  Education  Society,  auxiliary  to 
the  Education  Society  of  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
is  siill  tealous  for  the  object  of  us  formation,  and 
contributes  its  proportion  to  the  funds  of  the  pa- 
rent institution. 

A  Female  Domestic  Missionary  Society  has  ex- 
isted among  us  for  several  years.  Several  mis- 
sionaries have  in  that  time  been  empioYe<l,  and 
the  gratifying  assurance  enjoyed  of  much  impor- 
tant good  done  by  them  in  some  of  our  adjoining 
parishes.  The  society  is  now  anxious  to  employ 
a  missionary. 

The  Charity  Schools  connected  with  the  church 
are  of  a  highly  interesting  character  ;  they  are  two 
in  number,  one  of  males,  the  other  of  females. 
About  forty-five  children  are  educated  in  them, 
tome  of  whom  are  clothed  and  boarded.  These  ex- 
cellent institutions  share  largely  of  the  spiritual 
care  and  pecuniary  assistance  of  the  congregation, 
while,  as  objects  of  general  favour  and  of  general 
good,  they  derive  from  other  sources  a  part  of  their 
support  Baptisms  during  the  past  year  sixteen 
(one  adult)— -communicants  one  hundred— mar- 
riages twelve— funerals  nine. 

EowARo  C.  M*Gdirb. 

Washington  parish,  Westmoreland.  l*he  parish 
is  not  in  as  good  a  state  as  when  last  reported. 
There  is  an  apparent  indifference  towards  the  in- 
terests of  the  church,  except  by  a  few  who  are 
still  attached  to  her  doctrines  and  worship,  and 
who,  it  is  trusted,  are  growing  in  grace  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  their  Lonl  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
Baptisms  twenty-two — funerals  twelve — commu- 
nicants eight — msrriages  eleven. 

JosiAS  Clapham. 

St.  Msrk*s  parish.  Culpepper  county.  Commu- 
nicants about  forty-five,  two  having  removed  and 
two  being  added  smce  the  last  Convention  :~mar- 


riages  thrae^baptinos  t«n,  one  of  which  was  n 
adult — funerals  three. 

Gbobok  A.  Smith. 

Chapel  congregation  in  the  parish  of  FrederkL 
The  attendsnce  upon  divine  worship  is  ponctoal, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  members  correct.  It  is  a 
matter  of  lamentauoo,  that  during  the  past  year 
only  one  communicant  has  been  added.  Tht 
number  of  baptisms  has  been  sixty,  forty-eight  of 
which  were  coloured  children,  twelve  whites. 
I'he  missionsry  meetings  are  still  well  attended, 
and  a  considerable  fund  arises  therefrom. 

William  MitAnB. 

Christ  Church,  Fredericksville  parish.  Though 
nothing  peculiarly  striking,  in  a  religious  point  of 
view,  has  occurred  in  this  charge  since  the  last 
Convention,  it  is  manifest  that  the  interests  of  re- 
ligion Slid  of  the  church  are  gradually  improving 
under  the  blessing  of  the  Most  High. 

Several  members  have  been  added  to  oar  com- 
munion during  the  last  year ;  indeed,  scarcely  one 
sacramental  occasion  is  remembered  when  some 
new  converts  from  sin  and  the  world  have  not 
been  gathered  into  the  fold  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  with  fervent  and  devout 
gratitude  to  our  Divine  Head,  that  the  rector  per- 
ceives a  gradual  state  of  improvement  in  his  par- 
ish, the  continuance  of  which  he  has  no  reason  to 
doubt.  His  congregations  are  orderly,  devout, 
and  attentive  to  the  word  preached :  in  that  of 
Charlottesville  there  are  con£tantly  to  be  seen 
from  fifty  to  sixty  interesting  youths,  members  of 
the  University  of  Virginia,  whose  attention  and 
good  conduct  on  all  religious  occasions,  and  die 
private  expressions  of  whose  personal  kind  r^ 
gard  for  the  rector,  ought  to  be  acknowledged,  u 
18  here  done,  with  gratitude.  Many  difficulties 
and  discouragements  have  attended  our  progress 
hitherto,  hut  they  are  gradually  vanishing,  or  be- 
coming less  formidsble.  The  cause  is  God*s,  and 
the  work  is  his.  It  must  prosper;  be  the  glory 
his.  Communicants  about  fifty—  baptisms  twelve 
—funerals  ten.  F.  W.  Hatch. 

Lexington  parish,  Amherst  county.  I'he  min- 
ister was  received  into  this  parish  immediately 
after  the  last  Convention.  Hince  then  he  has 
regularly  ofliciated  in  three  different  churches  in 
the  county,  and  often  in  private  houses  during 
the  week.  The  attendance  upon  the  Sabbath 
day  has  been  generally  very  good ;  upon  some 
occasions  the  churches  have  been  filled  to  over- 
flowing. St.  Matthew's,  which  was  in  a  ruinous 
state,  has  been  repaired,  and  is  now  very  comfor^ 
able  for  public  worship,  it  is  believed  thst  St 
Luke's  will  in  the  course  of  the  present  year  be 
repaired,  or  else  a  new  one  built.  The  church  at 
New-Glasgow  remains  in  the  sanoe  condition  in 
which  it  was  found.  The  Episcopal  communi- 
cants are  twenty-seven,  eleven  of  whom  have  been 
added  during  the  past  year :  including  those  of 
other  denominations  who  commune,  vid  are  ap- 
parently friendly,  the  whole  number  would  not  be 
less  than  sixty. 

In  two  of  the  congregations  there  is  a  Bible 
clsss,  consisting  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  members. 
The  children  have  been  occasionally  catechised. 
Baptisms  thirteen— marriages  two. 

By  the  repeated  deaths  of  parishioners,  the 
minister  has  oeen  admonished  to  work  the  work 
of  the  Lord  while  it  is  dsy.  and  to  exhort  all  to 
flee  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

The  ladies  of  the  pansh  have  contributed  S30 
to  make  the  minister  a  life  member  of  the  Educa- 
tion Society. 

May  it  please  God,  by  the  influences  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  to  put  into  the  hearts  of  manjr  to  devote 
themselves  unreservedly  to  him,  wmch  is  thdr 
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If  the  minlstTttionf  can  be 
regularly  contimied,  it  it  beliered  that  religion 
will  floariab,  and  the  intereeta  of  the  church  be 
rsvnred  in  Leiington  pariah. 

Cbailbb  H.  Paob. 

The  diurchea  under  the  care  of  the  rector  of  St. 
Andrew*8  oariah,  Jefferaon  county,  are  much  in  the 
■ame  concution  aa  when  laat  reported.  If  there  is 
any  circamatance  which  indicatea  an  improve- 
ment  and  affiorda  any  encouragement,  it  is  tiie  in- 
creaae  of  the  congregationa ;  they  now  are  large, 
and  generallT  as  full  aa  can  be  conveniently  accom- 
modated ;  toey  are  alto  attentive  to  the  preach- 
ing of  the  wora  of  God ;  and  occaaionally  one  or 
two  peraona  have  been  added  to  the  church  of  such 
aa  we  may  hope  will  be  Mved.  Three  of  those 
who  have  taken  up  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  pro- 
iipaacid  to  the  world  that  they  are  his  disciples  by 
obeying  his  word  and  uniting  themselves  to  his 
chufch,are  young  men  of  sincere  piety  and  much 
promise,  who  are  anxious  to  preach  the  gospel, 
and  who  are  now  preparing  with  zeal  and  diligence 
to  enter  the  seminary  of  Alexandria:  one  will 
pnibobly  be  entered  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  aeanion,  and  the  other  two  a  year  from  that 
period.  It  ia,  however,  a  subject  of  lamentation 
and  aorrow  with  the  pastor  and  the  pious  under 
hia  charge,  that  there  is  a  great  and  general  indif- 
iMance  prevalent  in  this  parish  to  the  truths  of 
the  goapel,  and  that  but  few  are  turned  from  the 
arror  or  their  ways.  An  Auxiliary  Education  So- 
eiety  ia  atill  existing.  Baptisms  twenty— mar- 
liagaa  aeven — additions  to  the  communion  eight — 
whole  number  of  communicants  in  all  the  congre- 
gati5?fi*,  ^XNit  one  hundred  and  ten. 

Alex.  Jones. 

St.  Margaret's  parish,  Caroline.  This  parish 
kaa  been  m  a  destitute  state  for  the  last  thirty 
yaara,  till  within  s&x  months  past.  Like  many  of 
the  old  churcties  in  the  dioccss,  ibis  was  fast  sink- 
ing to  ruin,  when,  about  a  year  ago,  subscriptions 
were  obtained  sufficient  to  repair  the  fallen  wall, 
and  aecnre  the  exterior  of  the  building.  Much  is 
yet  neeeasary  to  be  done  to  make  it  comfortalile, 
and  we  hope  ere  long  it  will  be  made  so.  We 
are  ancoarayged  to  hope  the  work  of  grace  has  been 
commenced  and  earned  on  in  the  hearts  of  some 
of  oar  congregation.  The  number  of  those  who 
decided  in  their  attachment  to  the  doctrines 
worahip  of  our  church  is  yet  small,  hut,  we 

_  a,  will  increase.  Service  haa  been  held  at  the 
chbrch  and  at  the  Bowling  Green  regularly  since 
laat  November,  and,  witli  the  assistance  of  some 
of  the  brethren  from  other  counties,  the  commu- 
niOD  haa  been  administered  twice ;  at  the  first 
calabiirion  twelve  persons  united  themselves  to 
tha  communion,  and  we  trust  alao  to  the  Saviour ; 
at  tha  aecond  season,  on  the  6th  of  the  present 
moQth,  ten  joined  ua,  and  we  now  number  twenty- 
two.    Bapuama  four— marriages  three. 

L.  H.  Johns. 

The  rector  of  Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg,  re- 
porta,  that  the  condition  of  the  church  under  his 
charge  ia  aomewhat  improvin(|p.  The  building  has 
baen  repaired — the  congregation  attend  regularly 
Qpoo  public  worship.  An  increasing  attention  to 
tha  onler  and  aervices  of  the  church  is  manifeat- 
ad,  and  the  hope  ia  entertained  that  the  pure 
laligfon  of  Jesua  Christ  is  gaining  ground.  A 
hind  feeling  towards  the  church  prevails  among 
tha  varioua  denominationa  of  Christians,  and  the 
laetor  deems  it  matter  of  advantage  to  the  church, 
aa  well  aa  of  duty  and  inclination,  to  cherish  and 
nciproeate  thia  catholic  spirit  There  is  a  flour- 
WiiDg  Sunday  School  attached  to  the  congrega- 
tkn,  cuneirting  of  one  bimdred  and  fifteen  aclK>l- 


ari,  which  doaa  hononr  to  the  zeal  and  piety  of  ita 
teachers. 

The  number  of  communicants  belonging  to  the 
church  is  about  thirty,  ten  of  whom  have  been 
added  lately.  Baptisms  twelve — marriages  ten — 
funerals  three.  William  H.  Wilmeb. 

The  rector  of  Christ  Church,  Norfolk,  reports 
to  the  Convention,  that,  since  their  last  seaaion, 
there  have  been  baptized  by  him  and  in  his  parish 
fifty-seven  persons,  of  whom  three  were  adulta. 
There  have  been  eight  marriages,  and  thirty  fu- 
nerals. The  number  of  coinmunicanta  is  at  prea- 
ent  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  of  whom 
twelve  have  been  received  during  the  past  year. 
At  the  bishop's  visit  in  July  last,  twenty-two  per- 
sons were  confirmed  by  him.  I'he  Sunday  School, 
just  separated  from  a  union  with  the  Methodist 
school,  numbers  twenty-two  teachers  and  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  scholars,  and  is  at  this  lime 
in  a  peculiarly  promising  condition.  The  cate- 
chetical exammations  and  lectures  of  the  rector, 
after  divine  service  on  Sunday  aftemoona,  are  at- 
tended by  a  very  large  number  of  ch.ldren,  male 
and  female.  And  me  weekly  evening  lecturea, 
from  house  to  house,  also  continue  to  command 
interest. 

A  Bible  class  was  instituted  in  January  laat, 
which  numbers  about  one  hundred  members. 
AI>out  thirty  of  these,  principally  ladies  of  the 
congregation,  of  all  ages,  from  fifteen  upwards, 
take  an  active  part  in  the  exercises,  arxl  appear 
to  be  deeply  interested  in  the  study  of  the  sacred 
Scnpiurcs. 

Tne  rector  regrets  to  state,  that,  in  the  exten- 
sive fire  which  broke  out  in  Norfolk  on  the 
morning  of  the  i)th  of  March  last,  the  stately  and 
commodious  church  belonging  to  the  congrega- 
tion was  destroyed.  Providentially,  there  had 
been  eflfectetl  upon  the  building  an  inau ranee  for 
f  12,00U,  and  another  upon  the  organ  for  ^000. 
There  will  tie  no  ditnculty  in  rebuilding  the 
church,  as  the  sum  recovereid  upon  the  policiea, 
added  to  the  liberal  contributions  of  the  meuibera 
of  the  parish,  will,  it  is  believ^,  be  amply  suffi- 
cient to  erect  a  spacious  and  even  handsome  edi- 
fice. Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
building  of  a  new  church ;  and  its  erection  will, 
by  divme  pcrmiMion,  be  immediately  commenced. 

Amid  all  the  distresses  and  mconveniencea, 
however,  under  winch  we  labour,  we  have  reas<m 
to  thank  God  and  take  courage.  There  never  haa 
been,  during  the  ministry  of  the  incumbent,  so 
much  interest  in  religion  in  this  parish  as  exiata 
at  this  time.  A  deep  solemnity  pervades  the 
minds  of  many  ;  and  we  have  had  the  delightful 
aatisfaction  of  seeing  some  few  converted  from 
their  impenitence,  and  turned  to  the  love  and  ter- 
vice  of  God. 
During  the  past  year  there  have  been 

contributed  by  the  parish  to  the  Edu- 
cation Society, $192  87 

Thirty  dollars  of  which  were  paid  to 

constitute  the  rector  a  life  member  of 

the  society. 
The  bishop's  assistant's  salary,       -        -      20  00 
The  contingent  fund  of  the  dioceas,        -      90  00 
The  Theological  Seminary  (balance  of 

a  subscription), 10  00 

t2S3  27 

HeNBY   W.    DnCACHBT. 

I  have  been  settled  over  the  united  pariahea  of 
Abingdon  and  Ware  for  a  period  little  exceeding 
a  year.  Every  thing  evincea  that  the  effort  to 
revive  the  church  in  this  section  of  Virginia  will 
aasuredly  succeed.  Our  temporal  proapecta  an 
aa  favourable  aa  could  poaaibly  be  expected  or  da- 
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aired.  In  spiritual  thingSt  however,  we  have  not 
yet  found  that  ^^hirh  should  at  ail  autliorize  ns  to 
rejoice.  Fur  the  want  of  proper  assistance,  we 
have  been  enabled  to  celebrate  the  sacrament  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  but  once.  We  then  numbered 
forty  communicants,  only  fifteen  of  whom  may  be 
ceriaiiily  considered  as  members  of  the  Episcopal 
church.  This  fact,  however,  evinces  thetavoura- 
ble  disposition  of  other  denominations,  which  we 
are  glad  to  witness,  and  which  we  will  aflection- 
ately  encourage.  Our  Sunday  Schools,  of  which 
we  have  several,  are  Honrishing.  Our  auxiliary 
Education  Society  (recently  lomied)  made  a  very 
hberai  remittance  to  the  parent  institution;  and 
our  Keiieral  prospects,  we  leei  constrained  to  hope, 
are  favourable. 

S.nce  my  settlement  in  this  county  I  have  per- 
formed divine  service  in  Yorktown  every  fort- 
night, as  the  weather  permitted  my  crossing  the 
nver.  The  population  in  that  place  is  thin,  in 
consequence  of  which  my  congregations  there 
have  been  small  I'he  generality  of  the  people, 
however,  appear  to  be  pleased  with  the  services 
oi'  the  church,  and  I  would  fain  believe  my  labours 
among  them  have  not  been  in  vain. 

Since  the  time  of  my  settlement  in  Gloucester 
the  number  of  marriages  has  been  eight — bap- 
tisms eight — burials  five. 

Wm.  D.  Cairns. 

St.  Anne*s  and  South  Famham  parishes,  Es- 
sex county.  In  reviewing  the  labours  of  the  past 
year,  and  reflecting  upon  his  present  prospects, 
the  rector,  though  he  sees  cause  to  mourn  as  well 
as  rejoice,  has  much  to  encourage  him,  and  kindle 
the  purest  gratuude  to  tliat  blessed  Lord  and 
Master  who  hath  called  him  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry.  Much  is  there  around  him  which  re- 
tards the  progress  of  the  church,  and  the  spread 
of  pure  godliness  among  the  people.  But  still  he 
is  warranted  in  staung,  and  to  the  glory  of  Gotl's 

frace   be  it  recorded,  tliat  the  pleasure  of  the 
^rd  has,  in  some  degree,  prospered  in  his  hands. 
The  church  of  the  living  (iod  is  arising  in  her 

5 lory:  she  is  laying  her  foundations  broad  and 
eep.  1*he  increase  in  the  number  of  those  who 
frequent  the  sanctuary,  and  other  things  to  which 
we  cannot  give  any  tangible  fonn,  show  that 
there  is  a  gradual  and  permanent  advancement  in 
this  heavenly  cause.  The  word  preached  has,  in 
tome  few  cases,  been  made  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation.  About  ten  souls,  it  is  believed, 
have  been  renewed  by  the  Holy  Ghost :  the  image 
of  their  Saviour  is  upon  them,  and  he  who  has 
been  made  the  minister  of  God's  grace  unto  them 
looks  forward  to  the  day  of  our  Lord  with  a 
triumphant  hope  that  they  will  then  appear  as  his 
crown  of  rejoicing.  At  this  time  there  are  others 
who  appear  to  be  under  the  influence  of  saving 
grace,  and,  it  ia  hoped,  will  soon  join  themselves 
unto  the  Lord. 

The  repairs  mentioned  in  the  last  report  have 
progressen  nearly  as  far  as  was  anticipated,  and 
we  are  not  without  hoi>e  that  they  will  soon  be 
entirely  finished.  Should  this  be  the  case,  the 
church  in  St.  Anne's  will  have  undergone  a 
thorough  repair,  and  be  in  every  respect  a  neat 
and  commodious  building. 

Present  number  of  communicants  in  both  par- 
ishes thirty-three  (one  servant) — marriages  three 
—baptisms  seventeen  (one  adult)— burials  ten. 

John  P.  M'Guirr. 

Henrico  parish.  It  is  with  gratitude  to  the 
great  Author  of  every  blessing  that  the  rector  is 
enabled  to  represent  the  state  of  this  church  as 
flourishing,  and  its  prospects  highly  flattering. 
An  increasing  zeal  tor  vital  religion  has  been 
manifest  daring  the  past  year,  and  numbers  have 


been  added  to  the  church  of  sach  at,  we  ham- 
bly  trust,  shall  be  saved.  The  Sunday  School 
of  this  church  is  inconstant  and  soccesafal  opera- 
tion. It  numbers  one  hundred  and  ninety  scholan, 
and  twenty-two  teachers.  The  happy  influence 
of  this  school  is  apparent  in  every  departmeirt 
of  the  church.  Many  of  the  teachers  have  been 
hopefully  converted  unto  God,  and.  together  with 
many  of  their  scholars,  seem  to  be  deeply  impres- 
sed with  concern  for  the  welfare  of  their  immortal 
souls.  Nothing  but  tlie  experience  of  the  past 
year  could  have  convinced  the  rector  of  the  >as( 
extent  of  benefit  to  be  derived  from  a  well-con- 
ducted Sunday  School.  Through  the  exertions 
of  the  teachers,  aided  by  the  congregation,  the 
Ulterior  of  the  church  has  lately  been  painted, 
and  otherwise  much  improved.  The  rector  has 
held  regular  lectures  during  the  week,  and  attend- 
ed a  large  Bible  class,  both  of  which,  he  has  rea- 
son to  believe,  have  been  productive  of  much 
good.  Communicants  tliirty-three,  ten  of  whom 
have  joined  within  the  year  past. 

There  are  many  communicants  residing  within 
the  neighbourhood  of  Richmond,  who  have  been 
heretofore  reported,  but  are  not  included  in  the 
above  hst.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  of 
the  ten  who  have  lately  joined,  five  are  teachers 
of  the  Sunday  School ;  and  that  of  the  nineteen 
who  have  lately  received  confirmation,  eleven  are 
attached  to  the  same  school.  Marriages  fifteen- 
baptisms,  six  adults,  seventeen  infants. 

Wji    H.  Hart. 

Raleigh  parish,  Amelia  county.  Since  the  last 
Convention  the  aflaira  of  this  parimh  have  assu- 
med a  more  encouraging  aspect.  Although  the 
minister  cannot  say  that  many  have  openljf  taken 
the  side  of  the  Lonl,  yet  the  increased  serious- 
ness exhibits  a  pleasing  contrast  with  the  care- 
lessness which  prevailed. 

The  church  has  been  comfortably  repaiivd,  and 
the  congregations  arc  respectable  and  attentive— 
and,  upon  the  whole,  there  is  good  ground  for 
hope  that  the  church  will  again  ^*oome  strong  in 
this  paribh.  The  commuriion  has  not  been  ad- 
ministered here  for  a  number  of  years.  The  bap- 
tisms are  two — one  funeral. 

St.  James's,  Northam,  Goochland  county.  Prov. 
idence  has  in  some  degree  blessed  the  minis, 
terial  labours  in  this  parish.  Since  the  last  year 
ten  have  been  addea  to  the  church ;  and  there 
are  others  whose  hard  hearts  the  Lord  hath  bro- 
ken, and  who  are  anxious  to  confess  him  before 
men.  One  of  the  churches  has  been  repaired, 
and  m  this  the  congregation  is  respectable  in 
numbers.  Animating  hopes  are  entertained  of 
success  in  the  efforts  which  are  now  makmg  to 
beat  down  the  prejudices,  which  in  this  parish 
are  very  strong,  against  our  liturgy,  and  generally 
against  our  polity.  Baptisms  sixteen — marriages 
three — deaths  two— communicants  nineteen. 

William  F.  Lei. 

Christ  Church,  Winchester.  During  the  past 
year  the  town  of  Winchester  has  been  seriously 
afflicted  by  sickness,  and  removal  by  death  of 
several  valued  members  of  our  church.  It  is 
hoped  that  these*  aflflictions  have  been  in  some 
degree  sanctified  by  that  kind  Hand  which  sent 
them,  and  have  produced  a  deeper  seriousness, 
and  an  increasing  attention  to  the  means  of  sracci 
among  those  who  are  attacherl  to  the  church. 

A  Bible  class  is  continued  in  successful^opera- 
tion.  and  promiseji  much  usefulness. 

The  Sunday  School  contains  about  fifty  schol- 
ars, but  may  be  considered  as  in  a  languishing 
state,  owing,  perhaps,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the 
congregation  not  being  duly  impressed  with  tha 
importance  of  the  school.    The  weekly  lectuni 
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Hnchu  heU  from  hoase  to  hoow,  jm  well  atteml- 
d,  and  the  benevoleQC  institutiooi  which  have 
•en  fonned  continue  to  receive  unremiuing  at- 
muoQ. 

The  ladies  of  the  con^gation  have,  by  their 
Bnerolent  eiertions  during  the  past  year,  con- 
Stated  their  pastor  a  life  mem\ter  of  the  Educa- 
OQ  Society,  and  also  a  life  member  of  the  Amer- 
an  Tract  Society.  Communicants  fony-three 
•fanpcisms  nine — marriages  five— deaths  sixteen. 

The  rector  also  reports,  that  Christ  Church,  in 
M  parish  of  Norbome,  at  which  ho  preaches 
lee  a  month,  is  well  attended,  although  his 
inda  have  not  been  strengthened,  nor  his  heart 
ade  glad  by  an  increase  of  communicants,  the 
leeise  number  of  which  he  has  not  been  able  to 
eeitain.  J.  E.  Jackson. 

Brutd  parish.  Petersburg.  No  occurrences  of 
ly  creat  importance,  with  respect  to  the  state  of 
0  church  m  this  parish,  have  taken  place  since 
IB  last  communication  thai  was  made  to  the  Con- 
tntion.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  remark,  that 
(ere  is  no  falling  off  in  the  attendance  of  the  in- 
ibitants  on  their  religious  duties,  but  rather 
me  improvement  in  that  respect :  public  wor- 
ip  la  ^uerally  well  attended .  the  number  of  | 
smnonicants  is,  indeed,  not  numerous,  only 
loat  forty  or  forty -five.  There  was  a  society  of 
onales  formed  two  or  three  years  ago,  styled  the 
Female  Episcopal  Society  of  Petersburg,*'  aux- 
ary  to  the  society  in  Alexandria.  Since  its 
rmmtion,  it  has  carried  on  the  object  intended 
ceesafiilly;  considerable  sums  of  money  have 
en  remitted  to  the  parent  society.    Marriages 

twelve  months,  nine— baptisms  twenty-four — 
nmnala  thirteen.  Anhrrw  Symb. 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg.  This  congre- 
itioo  has  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  an  appropriate 
■ce  of  worship  only  since  the  last  meeting  of 

0  Convention,  at  wnich  time  St.  Paul's  Church 
aa  consecrated.  The  stated  religious  services 
ihng  ^he  past  year,  besides  tho«e  on  Sunday 
oming  and  evening,  have  consisted  of  lectures 

1  Wednesday  evening  in  the  church,  and  on 
riday  evening  in  private  houses ;  all  of  which 
ive  been  generally  well  and  devoutly  attended, 
id  in  ail  the  church  hturgy  is  undeviatingly 
led. 

A  Sunday  School  Society  was  formed  in  Sep- 
oiber,  for  the  support  of  a  Sunday  School  in  the 
inrcfa,  which  has  already  been  highly  useful, 
id  gives  promise  of  lastuig  good  as  a  nursery  of 
etT  and  scriptural  knowledge.  The  society  has 
tely  tiecome  an  auxiliary  to  the  General  Epis- 
>pai  Sunday  School  Union.  In  November  an 
Ecellent  organ  was  opened  in  the  church,  at  an 
cpense  of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  which  has 
sen  defrayed  almost  e.cclusively  by  the  young 
mtlemen  of  Lynchburg.  On  Christmas-dav  a 
»ciety  of  young  ladies  was  constituted,  in  aid  of 
le  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of 
le  Episcopal  Church,  which  has  become  reapon- 
ble  for  the  support  of  a  heathen  child  in  the 
[iasifin  School  at  Green  Bay.  Its  contributions, 
KHigh  small,  will,  it  is  trusted,  be  regular  and 
Bnnanent.  The  rector  is  deeply  pained  to  report, 
lat  out  of  so  large  and  interesting  a  congregation 
I  that  to  which  he  ministers,  only  fourteen  per- 
sna  have  vet  publicly  professed  their  faith  in 
Ihrial  by  partaking  of  the  holy  communion.  Sun- 
ay  scholars  sixty — baptisms  Ave — marriages  two 
-burials  nine.  F.  G.  Smith. 

Nortwroe  parish,  Brrkeley  countjr.  The  rec- 
ir  reports  about  ten  baplisins,  and  eight  persons 
idea  to  the  communion  during  the  last  year, 
"be  Female  Education  Society  has  not  diminish- 
i  in  numbezt  or  leal,  and  tna  Union  Sunday 


School,  with  which  the  parish  is  connected,  has 
recommenced  its  operations. 

The  Buintual  improvement  of  the  congregation 
during  the  last  year  is  encouraging,  and  the  zeal 
of  s<«ne  members  of  the  communion  is  worthy  of 
remark,  and  calls  for  gratitude  to  God. 

JouM  T.  BaooKB. 

Monumental  Church,  Richmond.  CtHnmuoi- 
canta  (thirteen  added)  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty — baptisms  (of  adults  one,  of  children  twenty- 
four)  twentv.five— Sunday  scholars  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five. 

The  spiritual  concerns  of  this  parish,  it  is  be« 
lieved,  are  improving.  An  increased  attention  to 
religion  has  within  a  few  months  manifested 
itself,  especially  among  the  younger  members  of 
the  congregation ;  ana  on  the  approaching  cele- 
bration of  the  communion  it  ia  expected  that 
several  persons  will  come  forward,  and  for  the 
first  time  testify  their  love  to  their  Ssviour,  by 
partaking  of  those  symbols  which  were  designed 
to  be  means  of  grace,  and  pledges  to  assure  us  of 
God's  acceptance. 

The  Sunday  School  is  flourishing.  This  school 
(in  conjunction  with  that  of  Henrico  parish,  con- 
stituting the  Richmond  Epigcopal  Sunday  Sek0el 
Society)  has  lately  become  auxiliary  to  the  very 
important  institution  lately  established  by  the 
members  of  the  General  Convention,  entitled, 
**  Tht  Oeneral  Prote»tant  Ejpucopal  Sunday  School 
Union  *'*  To  the  credit  oi  the  male  teachers  of 
the  Richmond  Union  it  ought  to  be  mentioned 
that,  in  the  course  of  the  past  year,  they  have 
published  an  edition  of  the  Rev.  Titus  Strong's 
very  popular  Letters,  entitled,  "  A  Candid  Exam- 
ination of  the  Episcopal  Church,"  which  have 
been  extensively  diatnbuted  through  the  diocese, 
and  produced  the  good  effect  of  exciting  a  spirit 
of  inquiry  to  the  claims  of  our  communion,  and  of 
strengthening  the  attachment  of  many  to  the 
fiuth  and  ordfer  of  the  gospel,  as  maintained  by 
apostolic  and  primitive  men. 

Richard  Channino  Moots. 

Russell  parish,  Bedford  county.  In  this  parish 
the  interests  of  the  church  are  gradually  but  per- 
manently improving.  The  prejudices  against  our 
forms  are  rapidly  subsiding ;  the  confidence  of  the 
public  is  regained,  and  the  affections  of  the  young, 
particularly,  are  secured.  The  congregations  are 
always  senously  attentive,  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  spirit  of  God  is  silently  but  effectually  per* 
forming  the  work  of  grace  on  the  hearts  of  many. 
Though  the  gain  to  the  church  has  been  rather 
in  the  way  of  moral  weight  than  of  numerical 
accession,  yet  since  the  last  Convention  six  com- 
municants have  been  added,  and  three  or  four 
more  will  be  received  the  next  communion.  By 
the  erection  of  two  churches  in  a  small  and  infant 
parish,  the  congregations  have  not  hitherto  been 
enabled  to  contribute  to  those  objects  which  have 
so  many  claims  upon  our  charities.  But  for  the 
future  better  things  may  be  expected.  The  ladies 
of  one  of  the  churches  (St.  Stephen's)  have,  by  a 
contribution  of  $35,  constituieo  their  minister  a 
life  member  of  the  Education  Society :  in  the 
same  church  an  available  auxiliary  will  immedi- 
atelv  be  organized.  In  each  of  the  churches  a 
Bible  class  has  been  formed,  with  the  prospect  of 
good.  Baptisms  thirty-one — marriages  eight— Ai- 
neraU  eight— communicants  sixteen. 

Nicholas  H.  Cobbs. 

St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper  county.  'I'he 
present  minister  of  this  church  nas  officiated  in  it 
twice  in  every  month  since  December  last.    The 

*  See  on  another  page  of  this  Journal  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  choxch. 
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ttf.  Mr.  WoodvUle  offiefaMa  n«nliir1y  onr* 
a»alta.  uid  hii  (dnnanUred  the  •acrnnifni  ( 
tM  Lord-*  Supper  Iwice  Bitfo  Dwembrt  Tt 
eaa(T«nliin»  •re  genBiillj  cormdemble  in  nun 
ber  ■nn  »tlBnU«o  A  Sunrfij  Sehcal  i>  [n  Bin 
cnhil  operation,  «nd  ■  PemBle  Ediicnlicm  Si 
cimj  hu  for  tome  iiroe  contnbuied  regulsrij  I 

of  SI.  StepiiMi'i  liu  bIm  presdlwd  iwiee  in  e«r 
dioRih  Hi  Onagi 

peeti   encBupiiji 


Th^c 


n  the  ' 


G.  A.  Smith. 

,n  of  Wheeling 
■■cnl  proepvclA  a 


ongtegsli 
mduslly  improti 

fsTOimble  Uyii  wuiiii  mt  o-i.....a  "^•-•— .  — 
the  tBClor  wen  bettec  lUendfd  Ihan  IhsT  niia 
been  fbr  Iwa  yean  b«li.  Comuiunicanla  Ibiciy- 
m«n — haptiama  Itiirteen — miiruigH  liftwn. 

In  March.  iB2S,  the  neloi  took  eharge  ot  81. 
Jahn'i  Church,  in  Brooke  couniT,  iwanty-fit* 
Ruliw  rrum  Wheslmg.  St.  Jobn'«  Chnrch  bad 
(Mod  in  an  unfiniihed  ilsle  foi  twmly-liw  yean ; 
Uir  mogregauon  had  been  *»rT  ""ich  neglected. 
In  the  tail  of  the  year  [«a  lh«  churrh  wb>  fin- 
ished, and  il  in  ■  aoorrf  of  gratitirallon  lo  know 
that  Iho  pongregalion  it  vary  larje.  ami  a  work 
of  grace  secina  lo  be  going  on  aniung  Ihe  people. 
Coininuiiicann  ihirtyfour. 

I  preach  pari  of  my  time  in  the  town  of  Wells- 
burg,  uiieen  miles  from  Wh«|ing,  in  Brooke 
coDi.iy,     The  tongregauoo  i»  ' " 


We  h 
villni 


ong  before  we  thail 


■Ilahuri 


Mr.  Hugh  Nelaen,  froni  the  camm 
poioted  to  Etamine  (ha  ueainrer't  ■ 
nada  a  repart,  which  waa  road,  and  i 


aa  foi- 


'e  had  the  aame 
Ihe  taid  report 


of  Ibe  ireaaurer  o 

Ihf  fundi  o(  the  vidowa  and 

orphan,  of  dec™ 

ed  clergy  men  of  ihe  Epiacopal 

Church  ofVirgin 

,  made  ihe  following  report  ■ — 

oiamiBaiion  of  tl 

e  '■  fund  for  iho  relief  of  dia- 

have,  according  fo  Older,  bad  Ibe  same  under 

Tlitfuiul  for  Ihe  TchiJ  of  tki  undoai  and  or- 
pharu  oj  detaucd  citrgynen  of  Ikt  Epacopai 
ClntTcli  nflhe  Dwcai  of  Vtrgma,  in  occouiU 
uUA  JoAa  Hoof,  ircaj^rcr.  Dr, 

18SD,  Aug.  U. 

To  cub  pud    Dr.  M'llmei  far  Mn. 

Whimker,  ...  »30  00 


Nov 

To  caah  paid  for  Iwo  aharei.  ( 
of  the  Farmen'  Baok  of  , 
diia,  al  241  60  per  share, 

Balance  in  the  handa  of  the 


iftiock 


H9  73 
•233  73 


1836,  May  t. 

By  old  aawuBl  per  balance, 

Aug.  IB. 

One  qoaiter'a  dindend  on  three  per 

cent,  aloek,  .         -         -         - 

Oct.  9 
Dividend  on  liity-fire  aharea  of  Far- 

mera'BaDkofAleiaDdna,atSl  XS 


ileaacd  to  obaem  ibal 
Ibia  fund  ii  in  a  aiate  of  gradual  increaie.  Tbt 
objecli  of  ilB  bounty  are  at  preieni  bot  few, 
and  il  is  hoped  that,  should  the  ditpenaaiim  oT 
Provideoce  afflict  the  church  by  the  re»oial  vt 
any  of  God's  labourers  io  ibe  holy  minuuy, 
their  wtdowa  and  children  will  riot  be  eiposH 
to  comfoitleas  want,  nor  he  forced  to  rel;  kt 
lupport  on  the  reluctant  charily  of  ihe  woiU. 
All  which  it  teapectfuUy  submitted. 

RiuiL  KiiTB,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  the  aboie  report  was  accepted. 

The  ijMKial  committee  (o  whom  were  lefer- 
red  ihe  communication  fiom  the  seereliriei  of 
the  Haute  of  Bithojis  and  of  the  House  of  Cler- 
ical anil  Lay  Delegates  lo  the  secretary  of  Iba 
Conreniion,  presenied  a  leport. 

the  said  npnt 


be  laid  u] 


n  Ihe  table, 
leedinga 


of  ihe  alandini 


The  aession  w>a  then  suapended,  for  (he  po- 
lae  of  attending  divine  aerrice  by  ibe  Ker. 
r.  Croes.  and  a  aemioii  by  the  Rev.  M' 
yiig  of  Maryland 

On  motion.  Resolved.  That  Ihe  tnuam  of 
is    Convenijan   pay  to  the  secreiuy  of  ibi     '' 
oute  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Delegates  the  asHU- 
enl  upon  ihia  dioceti,  lor  ihe  purpoie  ai  d>-      ,, 
lying  the  conungenl  expenses  of  the  lut  OcD'     ;, 
eraj  Conveniion.  i 

Resolved,  That  Ihe  neit  Convention  of  U*     |, 
Proiesiant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  dioce«  of      I 
Virpuia  be  held  in  the  town  of  PeUrtbing,  « 
the  third  Thursday  in  May  oait. 


cxjHfun'mM  OP  ukl 


WW.  Mr.  Lippit,  from  the  commfttoe 
to  ezamine  the  itate  of  the  fond  for 
jMnt  aapport  of  the  episcopate  in  thie 
mented  the  following  report : — 
Hnmittee  to  whom  wm  referred  the 
)f  the  treasarer  of  the  fund  for  the 
'  the  epiacopete  in  thia  dioceaa, 
,  That  in  conaeqaence  of  the  treaanrer 
g  forwarded  hia  accoonta,  they  have 
iochlI  to  preaent  to  the  CooTention. 
£.  R.  LiPPiT,  Chairman, 
tion,  ReaoWed,  That  the  aaid  report 
mL 

lOTention  then  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
allot,  of  ei^t  oelegatea,  to  repreaent 
la  in  the  next  Oenmral  Contention  of 
alant  Episcopal  Charch  of  the  Uni- 
I :  whereupon  the  following  sentlemen 
w  elected,  viz.  : — Rev.  WiUiam  H. 
D.  D.,  Rev.  WUliam  Meade,  Ret. 
3.  M'Goire,  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  Dr. 
rfceley,  Mr.  Philip  Nelaon,  Mr.  Jamea 
tt,  and  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson, 
shop  appeared  and  took  hia  seat  aa 
of  the  Convention, 
ion,  Resolved,  That  the  treaanrer  pay 
irfceeper  of  this  Contention  the  som 
liars  for  his  services, 
ion.  Resolved,  onanimoualy.  That  the 
thu  Convention  be  tendered  to  the 
r  thia  place,  for  their  kind  and  hoapita- 
iona  to  the  membera  of  the  Conven- 
g  ita  session. 

ion.  Resolved,  nnanimonaly.  That  the 
thia  Convention  be  tendered  to  the 
of  the  Presbyterian,  Methodist,  and 
wicbes  in  this  place,  for  the  liberal 
offer  of  their  churches  for  the  use  of 
mtion. 

oovention  proceeded  to  the  election, 
,  of  a  standing  committee  of  the 
this  diocess  for  the  ensuing  year  : — 
D  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly 
is. : — the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  the  Rev. 
L  Lippit,  the  Rev.  William  Jackaon, 
Bashrod  Washington,  Mr.  John  Hooff, 
md  J.  Lee,  Esq. 

ioD,  Resolved,  That  the  thanka  of  the 
n  be  presented  to  the  secretary  and 
for  their  faithful  services,  and  that  the 
pay  to  the  secretary  his  expenses  in- 
attending  this  Convention, 
ion.  Resolved,  That  800  copies  of  the 
'  this  Convention  be  printed,  and  dia- 
ry the  secretary  among  the  pariahes, 
aoperintendence  of  the  bishop, 
ion.  Resolved,  that  the  bishop  of  this 
he  Rev.  Dr.  Wilmer,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Grammer,  be  appointed 
•jte  to  arrange  and  publish,  in  the  form 
,  anch  an  edition  of  the  constitution 
m  of  the  church  in  this  diocess,  with 
irks  explanatory  of  the  form  of  gpvem- 
l  polity  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
I  they  may  deem  necessary,  and  dia- 
9  aame  when  published  among  the  dif- 
iabaa  in  thia  diocess. 
ion,  Ratolvad,  That  th«  mm  of  aizty- 


foor doDin bo apprapriatod  loditbiabopforlfat 
support  of  hia  aaaiatant  oat  of  the  cootiDgeol 
fund,  to  make  ap,  with  the  aom  paid  in  for  thai 
purpoae  during  me  preaent  CoriVentioo,  the  auoi 
of-  $300,  in  porsoance  of  the  pledge  made  by 
the  laat  Convention. 

On  motion,  Reaolved,  That  the  aeveral  ptf- 
iahea  of  thia  dioceea  be  raqnirod  to  pay  anmi- 
ally  the  aame  aoma  which  were  aaaeaaed  npoo 
them  for  the  payment  of  the  biahop  for  hb  epia- 
copal  services  during  the  laat  year,  and  that 
aaid  aaaeaament  be  a^ain  spread  iqnm  the 
Jonmala  of  thia  Convention. 


Leed's  parish,     .        .        .        . 

Town  of  Suffolk, 

Parish  of  Suffolk, 

Russell  parish,  Bedford, 

St.  Martm*s  pariah,  Hanover, 

Shelbume  pMiah, 

Hun([ar'a  pariah, 

Henrico  parish, 

FrederickavUle  pariah, 

St  Andrew'a  pariah,  • 

Firederick  parish,        .        .        . 

St  George's  pariah,    - 

Sooth  Famham  pariah,  Essex,     - 

Christ  Charch,  Fairfax  pariah,     - 

Lynchburg  pariah, 

St  Jameses  pariah,  Mecklenbarg, 

Aognata  panah,  Staunton,   • 

Bristol  pariah,    .        •        •        . 

St  FauVa  Church,  Alexandria,    - 

Portamouth  pariah,     .        .        - 

Hamilton  parish,  Fanqnier, 

Gloucester  county, 

Norbome  pariah,  Berkeley, 

Christ  Church,  Norfolk, 

Accomack  county, 

Amherat  county, 

Kanawha  county, 

Culpepper, 

Orange, 

Romney,    - 

Goochland, 

Amelia, 

Louiaa, 

Wheeling, 

St  Anne*s  pariah,  Essex,    - 


$10  00 
7  00 
7  60 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
15  00 
10  00 
10  00 
15  00 
15  00 
10  00 
to  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
to  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
to  00 

10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
5  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Wilmer,  from  the  committee 
on  the  state  of  the  church  in  thia  dioceea,  pro- 
aented  the  following  report : — 

The  committee  on  the  atate  of  the  chnrch  beg 
leave  to  report  to  the  Convention  the  reaolt  or 
their  deliberations  on  such  aubjecta  aa  have  pro- 
aented  tbemaelvea  to  their  attention  on  thia  ocea- 
aion. 

The  very  deetitute  atate  of  many  of  our  nr- 
isbes  haa  long  been  a  anbject  of  aolieitode  and  re- 
gret with  the  frienda  of  the  church,  and  efibrta 
have  from  time  to  time  been  deviaed  for  pvovi- 
ding  a  remedy  for  thia  evil.  Among  other  meaa 
urea  it  was  formerly  prapoeed  that  the  atate  ahoahl 
be  laid  off  in  districts,  and  aasigned  to  the  aevmal 
miniatera  of  the  dioceea,  wbooe  doty  it  ahonld  be, 
at  atated  seasons,  to  visit  and  adminiater  the  oO- 
cea  of  the  church  in  their  several  diatricta.   From 


whatever  caaae  thia  plan  haa  miaeanied,  vonr 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  there  are  no  iImb- 
penbto  obatadM  in  tht  way  ofltt  ■nrnmpH* 
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ment,  and  that  it  is  eminently  calcnUted  to  pro* 
mote  the  imeresu  of  the  church  and  of  religion. 
They  therefore  recommend  to  the  Convention 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  :— 

Resolved,  That  the  bishop  be  resfyectfully  re- 
quested to  lay  off  the  diocess  in  districts,  and  to 
assign  to  each  district  two  or  more  ministers, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  meet  in  association  at 
the  places  assigned  them  twice  in  the  year,  for  the 
purpose  of  preaching  and  administering  the  ordi' 
nances  of  tne  church  to  the  people. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  also  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Convention  to  the  General  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Sunday  School  Union,  estab- 
lished bv  the  members  of  our  church  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  last  General  Convention.  The  object 
of  this  society  is  to  facilitate  the  purchase,  at 
cheap  rates,  of  books  suitable  to  our  Sunday 
Schools,  and  to  establish  and  cherish  soundness 
and  harmony  in  principle  and  practice  among 
those  who  are  destined,  when  we  are  gone  from 
the  world,  to  take  our  places  in  society  and  in  the 
church  of  God.  Tnder  the  impression  that  such 
an  object  is  highly  desirable  and  important,  your 
committee  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  Con- 
vention the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Sunday  School  Union  be  reconmiended  to  the 
patrona^  and  aupport  of  the  members  of  our 
church  in  this  diocess. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

William  H.  Wilmbb,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  said  report 
be  received,  and  the  resolutions  recommended 
by  the  committee  adopted. 

The  standing  committee,  in  pursuance  of  the 
reso^tion  of  the  last  Convention,  presented 
the  following  laws  and  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  society  for  the  relief  of  dis- 
tressed widows  and  orphans  of  clergymen. 

ZjOws  for  the  management  of  the  fund*  and  payment 
of  the  annidtiet  of  the  society  for  the  relief  of  the 
undow*  and  children  of  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Chiirch  m  Virginia. 

1.  The  contributors  to  this  fund  shall  be  ar- 
nn^ed  in  classes,  agreeably  to  their  annual  contri- 
butions, and  each  contributor  shall  abide  by  that 
class  which  he  at  first  entered,  except  on  the  fol- 
lowing conditions.  If  he  desire  to  go  from  a 
lower  to  a  higher  class,  he  shall  pay  the  differ- 
ence between  his  former  and  his  new  rate  of  sub- 
scription for  all  the  years  during  which  he  has 
paid  the  smaller  sum,  together  with  interest 
thereon.  If  he  change  from  a  higher  to  a  lower, 
he  shall  be  repaid  the  difference  ^tween  his  two 
rates  of  subscription  during  the  term  of  his  sub- 
scribing, witliout  any  interest  thereupon. 

2.  Every  person  entering  the  society  shall  pay 
one  dollar  and  a  half  for  every  year  he  has  ex- 
ceeded the  age  of  thirty. 

3.  The  first  contribution  shall  be  paid  in  ad- 
vance :  that  is,  on  the  person's  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  society. 

4.  Each  contributor  shall  pay  his  annual  con- 
tribution to  the  society  on  or  before  the  Thursday 
in  Whitsun-week  every  year,  under  the  penalty  of 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  his 
original  subscription,  for  each  year's  default ;  and 
whensoever  the  penalties  shnll  amount  to  the 
whole  sum  heretofore  subscribed  by  him,  this 
•um  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  society,  and  he  be  no 
longer  considered  as  a  contributor,  except  he  shall 
afterward  comply  with  such  terms  as  to  the  so- 
ciety may  appear  equitable  and  expedient. 

5.  Should  any  member  chooae  to  withdraw 


from  the  aociety,  he  shall  receiTo  no  conprawtlQii 
for  the  mooev  which  he  has  contributed ;  but  hii 
widow  and  children  shall  be  entitled  to  ten  per. 
cent,  upon  the  money  contributed.  And  any  coo* 
tributor  removing  from  the  state,  although  he  can 
no  longer  be  considered  as  a  member  «  the  so- 
ciety, may  remain  a  contributor,  and  he,  and  after 
his  death  his  wife  and  children,  shall  be  treated 
as  is  directed  by  the  laws  of  the  aociety.  But  if 
it  should  be  inconvenient  fcnr  him  after  his  removal 
to  continue  his  subscription,  he  shall  then  be  re* 
paid  the  sum  which  he  shall  have  advanced,  pen* 
alties  excepted,  with  legal  intereat  on  each  contri- 
bution durmg  the  time  the  society  shall  have  used 
the  money. 

6.  Every  contributor  who  shall  marry  more 
than  once  shall  pay  one  year's  contribution  extra- 
ordinary at  everV  such  marriage. 

7.  There  shall  be  four  differeot  sums ;  any  oim 
of  which  subscribers  may  contribute,  via. ;  five, 
ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  oollars,  which  shall  be 
called  four  classes. 

8.  If  a  clergyman  die  before  he  shall  have  com- 
pleted five  annual  payments,  his  fsmily  shall  be 
entitled  to  an  annuity  of  three  times  hia  annual 
contribution ;  if  he  have  paid  five,  and  lesa  than 
ten,  they  shall  receive  an  annuity  of  four  times 
his  annual  contribution ;  if  ten,  and  lea*  than  &[• 
teen,  they  shall  be  paid  an  aimuity  of  five  times 
his  annual  contribution ;  and  if  fifteen,  or  up- 
wards, they  shall  then  receive  an  annuity  of  six 
times  his  annual  contribution. 

9.  Annuities  shall  be  paid  widows  during  Kfe, 
unless  they  marry  again ;  in  which  case  theu  an* 
nuities  shall  cease  and  &11  to  their  children  en- 
tirely if  they  have  any,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of 
the  fMKiety ;  and  children,  if  males,  shall  enjoy 
annuities  until  they  be  twenty-one  years  old;  tf 
females,  so  long  as  they  remain  unmarried. 

10.  If  there  be  a  child  and  no  widow,  such  child 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  whole  annuity  during  the 
time  that  he  or  she  continues  to  be  an  annu* 
itant ;  but  if  there  be  more  than  one  child  and  no 
widow,  the  annuity  shall  be  equally  divided 
among  them  till  they  severally  marry,  or  exceed 
the  age  of  annuitanti*,  which  annuity  shall  be  laid 
out  in  their  education  or  apprenticeship,  with  the 
advice  of  such  guardians  or  executors  as  the 
father  may  have  nominated ;  and  if  none  such 
shsll  have  been  nominated  by  the  father,  then  in 
such  manner  for  the  benefit  of  the  child  or  chil- 
dren as  the  society  shall  direct. 

11.  If  there  be  a  widow  and  one  child,  the  an- 
nuity shall  be  equally  divided  between  them  du- 
ring the  time  which  they  shall  be  respectively  en- 
titled to  it ;  and  if  there  be  a  widow  and  two  or 
more  children,  the  widow  shall  have  one  third 
during  her  widowhood:  the  remainder  shall  be 
equally  divided  among  the  children,  or  apportioned 
in  such  manner  among  the  annuitants  as  the 
father  shall  direct  by  his  last  will. 

12.  I'he  donations  already  made  and  those 
that  may  hereafter  be  made  to  the  societv  shall 
constitute  a  separate  fund,  the  benefit  of  which 
shall  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  such  families  of 
the  members  of  the  society  as  require  peculiar 
assistance ;  and  as  it  cannot  he  ascertained  what 
annuity  such  a  fund  may  yield,  it  shall  remain  with 
the  society  to  apply  this  money  as  the  necessity 
of  the  case  shall  to  them  api>ear  to  require. 

13.  The  society  shall  have  power  to  alter  the 
annuities  to  the  rate  of  niterest  that  can  be  ob- 
tained, but  no  alteration  shall  take  place  from  i 
supposition  that  there  are  too  few  annuitants  for 
the  funds. 

Rules  for  the  transaetion  of  the  business  ef  ike  metety. 

1.  At  every  annual  meeting  there  ehall  be  chosen 
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a  IwcHileut,  traMurer,  and  iecretarj,  who  shall 
remam  in  office  till  the  neit  annual  election.  The 
bishop,  if  he  be  a  member  of  the  society,  shall  be 
pratiaent. 

8.  On  urgent  occasions,  the  president  shall  notify 
the  secTetary  to  call  special  meetings  of  the  so- 
ciety. 

3.  The  treasurer  shall  manage  the  funds  and 
pay  the  annuities  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the 
•ociety,  and  by  the  advice  of  such  counsellor  or 
coonseUors  as  he  shall  be  directed  to  consult.  He 
shall  give  bond  in  such  sum  as  the  society  shall 
judge  necessary  for  the  security  of  their  funds. 

4.  The  secretary  shall  take  down  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  society,  and  record. them  in  a 
hoak  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose.     He  shall  faith- 
folly  preserve  all  papers  and  accoimts  committed  | 
lo  lus  care,  and  deliver  them  to  his  successor.        ' 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  8aid  laws  and 
regulations  be  approved  and  adopted. 

The  Rev.  William  Meade,  from  the  board  of 
tmatees  of  the  Theological  School,  presented  a 
report,  which  was  read,  as  follows : — 

Raort  qf  the  Board  of  Tnutee*  of  the  Theological 
Sckoti  of  Vtrgmia  to  the  Convention^  euMembled  m 
PredenacMmrgy  May  17M,  1827. 

The  board  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  detail 
fai  this  report  the  different  studies  in  which  the 
yoonff  candidates  for  the  ministry  have  been  en- 
gaged during  the  present  year,  as  they  are  the 
same  which  nave  been  mentioned  in  former  com- 
municatioDs.  Since  our  last  report,  five  of  the 
students  in  this  school  have  enterc<l  uiKm  the  dis- 
charge of  those  high  and  holy  duties  for  which 
they liad  been  preparing,  and  arc  now,  we  trust, 
givmg  good  evidence  that  their  time  has  not  been 
mispent,  or  their  studies  unprofitable.  Two  others 
are  now  about  to  receive  tocir  commission,  and 
enter  upon  the  same  duties. 

During  the  present  session  ten  young  men  have 
been  pursuing  their  studies  in  our  institution,  and, 
from  applications  alreaily  made,  we  have  renson 
to  expect  that  not  less  tbau  fifteen  will  enter  it  on 
the  «isuiiig  session.  We  are  srinually  experien- 
cing the  beneficial  effects  of  our  school,  in  the 
supply  of  vacant  churches,  and  m  the  collcctinu 
of  congregations,  in  places  where  almost  all  vesti- 
ges of  the  church  were  gone.  I'ho  importance  of 
cmtinuing  and  increasing  our  etforts  to  render 
this  institution  as  efficient  as  possible,  is  more  and 
more  deeply  felt  by  those  into  whose  hands  its 
management  is  intrusted,  and  indeed  by  all  its 
frienos  and  supporters. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  board  a  subject  of  no 
small  importance  came  under  consideration,  and 


led  to  a  decision  which  we  deem  it  proper  to  com^ 
municate  to  this  Convention.  From  the  first  open* 
ing  of  the  school,  very  serious  inconveniencca 
were  found  to  attend  the  residence  of  the  students 
and  professors  in  a  tuwn.  The  expense  of  living 
is  necessarily  gre^iter,  and  msny  interruptions  to 
their  studies  are  almost  nnavoiduble.  The  want 
of  a  building  exclu:iively  devoted  to  their  use,  and 
where  they  may  live  in  the  moKt  retired  manner, 
and  in  the  simplest  way,  has  been  deeply  felt, 
and  often  ezpressetl  by  the  pmfessors.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  institution  has  already  suffered^ 
and  may  suffier  still  more,  from  the  want  of  such 
an  establishment. 

Accordingly,  the  board  have  dotermine<I  to  pur- 
chase or  erect,  in  some  healthy  situation  near 
Alexandria,  but  within  the  State  of  Virginia,  a 
house  or  houses  sufficiently  larpe  to  accommodate 
two  profesHors  and  twenty  students.  A  ccnnmit- 
tee  has  been  appointed  to  execute  this  important 
duty,  and  will  repair  to  Alexandria  in  the  course 
of  the  following  month  for  that  purpose. 

It  has  also  l)een  de<'m(;d  important  that  the  un- 
divided services  of  two  professors,  besides  such 
assistance  as  the  officiating  ministers  in  Alexan- 
dria can  render,  shall  be  given  to  the  students, 
and,  accordingly,  arrangements  can  and  will  be 
made  for  such  supply. 

The  boanl  arc  nappy  to  inform  the  Convention, 
that  although  they  have,  during  the  past  year, 
been  denrivetl  of  the  vahiable  services  of  the  Kcv. 
Dr.  Wilmer,  which  had  been  so  faithfully  and 

Senerously  rendered  from  the  commencement  of 
le  school,  yet  they  exi)ect  lo  receive  from  his 
worthy  successor  in  St.  Psul's  Church,  the  Rer. 
Mr.  Wilham  Jackson,  very  imi>ortant  assistance 
in  the  department  of  pastoral  theology,  which  hae 
been  assigned  to  his  care. 

From  the  report  of  the  treasurer,  which  is  an^ 
nexed,  it  will  l)e  perceived  that  our  funds  ara 
still  altogether  unworthy  the  magnitude  of  the 
object  for  which  they  were  rais^,  and  of  the 
abiUty  of  those  from  whom  we  may  reasonalily 
ex[>ect  support.  The  board  would  again  press 
the  duty  of  more  and  larger  contribuiions,  and 
would  take  further  steps  for  the  obtaining  of  the 
same  ;  but  as  a  special  contribution  will  lie  so- 
liciteil  for  the  purchase  or  er'.'ction  of  the  a1)ove- 
inentiontMl  buildinirs,  and  as  that  duty  is  confided 
to  the  msnsgcinent  of  a  select  committee,  it  is 
thought  Itest  for  the  prest'nt  to  forttear  any  new 
effort  for  tht;  increase  of  the  funded  capital,  leav- 
ing it,  however,  ofien  to  the  contributions  of  the 
living,  and  the  l)e<iuests  of  the  dying. 

All  wluch  is  resj^ectfuUy  submitted  by  the 
board.  Richard  Channino  Moobb, 

President. 


Jourmd  of  the  Proceedings  of  a  Convention  of  the  Protettant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Diocet*  of 
Virginia,  which  assembled  in  the  town  of  Petersburg,  on  Thursday,  the  Ibthof  May,  1828. 

Thursdat,  May  15,  1828. 


Tuii  being  the  day  and  place  appointed  for 
the  aimual  meeting  of  the  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  diocess  of 
Viivinia,  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore,  D.  1)., 
with  several  clergymen  and  lay  delegates,  at- 
tended divine  service  in  the  Episcopal  church  in 
this  town. 

Mominff  prayers  were  read  by  the  Right  Rev. 
Bishop  Moore,  and  a  sermon  preached  by  the 
Rev.  waiUm  Meade,  D.  D. 

After  difine  service  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 


Moore  took  the  chair  as  president  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

The  following  clergymen,  entitled  to  seats  in 
this  Convention,  appeared,  viz. : — 

Tlie  Rev.  WiHiam  Meade,  D.  D.,  Fi^eriek 
parish,  Frederick  county  ;  the  Rev.  Eldward  C. 
M'Guire,  St.  George's  parish,  Fredericksburg ; 
the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  D.  D.,  Christ  Churdi, 
Alexandria,  parish  of  Fairfax  ;  the  Rev.  Charles 
H.  Page,  Lexington  parish,  Amherst  county; 
the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Croes,  assistant  minister 
of  the  Monumental   Charch,  Richmond;   the 
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Choreh,  Norfolk ;  tbe  Rot.  WUImb  F.  Lee,  St. 
Jeaee'e  periih,  Northam,  Goochltnd  countr, 
JUIeigh  perish,  Amelia,  end  Mancbeeter  periali, 
Chesterfield ;  the  Rer.  John  P.  M^Guire,  St. 
Anne's  and  South  Famham  parishes,  Essex 
countj ;  the  Rer.  Johannes  E.  Jackson,  Christ 
Chnrch,  Frederick  parish,  Frederick  county; 
the  Rer.  John  T.  Brooke,  Noibome  narisb, 
Berkeley  coontj ;  the  Rer.  Edward  R.  Lippit, 
Plrofeeeor  in  the  Theological  School  of  this  oio- 
cess  near  Alexandria;  the  Rev.  George  A. 
Smith*.  St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper  coun^ ; 
llie  Roy.  John  Granuner,  Bath  jpansh,  Dinwid- 
dle coontj ;  the  Rev.  William  H.  Hart,  Henri- 
co pariah,  Henrico  county ;  the  Rev.  William 
G.  H.  Jones,  parish  of  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight ; 
tile  Rev.  John  H.  WJugfiekl,  Portsmouth  parish, 
Nofiblk  county ;  the  Key.  Andrew  Syme,  Bris- 
tol parish,  Petersburg;  the  Rev.  Hui^  C. 
Boggs  i  the  Rev.  William  Jackson,  St.  Paul's 
Church,  Alexandria;  the  Roy.  John  Cooke, 
St  Kartin's  parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa  coon- 
tiee;  the  Rer.  Geoige  Lemon,  Hamilton  and 
Leeds  parish,  Fauquier  county ;  the  Rev.  Mark 
L.  Chevera,  Etixabeth  City  parish,  Elizabeth 
City  county ;  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson,  Shel- 
iMnne  pensh,  Loudoun  county;  the  Rev. 
Frederick  W.  Hatch,  FredericksviUe  parish, 
Albemarle  county;  the  Rev.  Jacob  Keeling, 
Suffolk,  Nansemond  county ;  the  Rev.  WiUiam 

B.  Cairne,  Ware  and  Abingdon  parishee,  Glou- 
eeeter  county ;  the  Rev.  William  Steele,  St. 
Jamee*s  parish,  MeckJenburff  county ;  the  Rev. 
Ira  Parker,  Suffolk;  the  Rev.  Adain  Empie, 
rector  of  Bruton  jparish,  and  President  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  College,  Williamsburg ;  the  Rev. 
Leonard  H.  Johns,  St.  Margaret's  parish,  Caro- 
line county. 

Oidered,  That  Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  Dr.  Carter 
Berkeley,  and  Mr.  John  G.  Williams,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  certificates  of  lay  dele- 
([ates;  who  then  withdrew,  and  after  a  short 
time  returned,  and  presented  the  following  re- 
port : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
certificates  of  the  lay  delegates,  have,  according 
to  order,  examined  the  same,  and  report,  that 
the  following  persons  have  been  duly  elected 
lay  delegates  to  this  Convention  : — 

Dr.  Robert  B.  Butt,  Portsmouth  parish ; 
Tburmer  Hoggard,  Lynnhaven  parish.  Princess 
Anne  county ;  Mallory  M.  Todd,  Newport, 
Isle  of  Wight ;  John  Grammer,  parish  of  Bris- 
tol, Petersburg;  Gen.  William  H.  Brodnax, 
Bath  parish  ;  Thomas  L.  Robertson,  St.  Ste- 

?hen*s  Church,  Culpepper  county ;  WiUiam  B. 
^age,  Christ  Church,  Winchester;  Beverley 
Davies,  Lexington  parish,  Amherst  county ; 
Thomas  L.  Latane,  South  Famham  parish,  Es- 
sex county  ;  William  Mayo  and  John  G.  Will- 
iams, Monumental  Church,  Richmond  ;  Hugh 

C.  M'Nemara,  Henrico  parish,  Henrico  county : 
Walker  W.  Webb,  Bruton  parish,  Williams^ 
burg ;  Gerrard  Alexander,  Russell  parish,  Bed- 
ford county  ;  Col.  William  Boiling,  St.  Jameses 
parish,  Northam,  Goochland  county  ;  William 
Coffield,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Suffolk  ;  the  Hon. 


county;  JaaM  B.  Wiehoii,  A  ¥mt9 
Alenmdria;   FhiUp  Ndson,  PM«U  pnh, 
oonntj;    John    Sovthoilay  Glil* 


Church,  Norfolk;  N.Osgood,  St  JohrfbCT—k 
Moore's  parish,  CampbeB  county;  WealwiiA 


S.  Aimistead,  St.  John'a  Chnick,  ElinbilkGibr 
pariah ;  Robot  P.  Wnrinf  ,  Sl  Amt^wnkt 
Essex  county ;  Selh  Waid,  St.  Fnl*»  Aat^ 
Lynchburg;  Lewis  Berkeley,  -jr.,  flhiiMiw 
parish,  Leesbnrg,  Loudoun  coimlj  ;  John  Nsl^ 
son,  St  James's  parish,  MecUndmif  ooon^; 
Nelson  Berkeley,  St  Maigaret'e  pansk,  Cbm- 
Une  county;  Thomaa  Snitt,  St  Faid'apaiy^ 
Kiuff  Oeom  county ;  WiUiam  M.  BbckM^ 
St.  Qeeige'e  parish,  FredsricksboDr ;  Dr.  G^ 
ter  Berkeley,  St  Martm'a  paiisli,  fiaaoMr  i 
Louisa  counties ;  John  Gray,  HaanltOB  _ 
FaoQuier  county;  Thomaa  Nelson,  NoibsiM 
parisn,  Martinabnrg,  Berkoley  county;  Ls«ii 
Berkeley,  Norbome  perish,  Berkeley  eonnty. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Mtowif 
rales  of  order,  adopted  by  the  bat  OonvenliM 
for  the  government  of  their  pioceedinga,  be  Ihs 
ralea  of  proceeding  during  the  present  Coomip 
tion. 

I.  The  buaineea  of  every  d^  ab^U  be  inlr^ 
duced  with  the  monung  eenrice  of  the  chuick. 

%.  When  the  preaident  takes  the  tbmt,  ns 
member  ahall  continue  standing,  or  akafi  afte^ 
ward  stun  up,  except  to  addreaa  the  chair. 

8.  No  member  shall  abaent  himself  from  ibe 
service  of  the  house  unless  be  have  kavs^'  cr 
be  unable  to  attend. 

4.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in 
debate,  or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  he 
shall,  with  due  respect,  address  himself  to  the 
president,  confining  himself  strictly  to  the  poinl 
m  debate. 

5.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice 
in  the  same  debate  without  leave  of  the  house. 

6.  A  question  being  once  determined  shall 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house,  sod  ahaU 
not  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the  samt 
session,  unless  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds 
of  the  house. 

7.  While  the  president  is  putting  any  ques- 
tion, the  members  shall  continue  in  their  seatib 
and  shall  not  hold  any  private  discourse. 

8.  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  hoass 
when  any  question  is  put,  shall,  on  a  division, 
bo  counted,  unless  he  be  personally  interested 
in  the  decision. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  as  befois 
the  house  unless  it  be  seconded,  and,  when  ie> 
quired,  reduced  to  writing. 

10.  When  any  question  is  before  the  house,  it 
shall  be  determined  on  before  any  new  thing  ii 
introduced,  except  the  question  of  adjournment 

II.  The  question  on  a  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment shall  be  taken  before  any  other,  and  with* 
out  debate. 

13.  Wlien  the  house  is  about  to  rise,  eteiy 
member  shall  keep  his  seat  until  the  preiidflat 
shall  leave  his  chair. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  John  H.  WingfieU, 
the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Croes,  the  Rev.  George 
Smith,  Mr.   William  B.   Pige,  Mr.  Genud 
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Alflzander,  and  Mr.  Thurmer  Hoggard,  be  a 
committee  to  examine  the  parochial  reports. 

Ordered,  That  the  Re?.  Wm.  Meade,  D.  D., 
tha  Rev.  Heory  W.  Ducachet,  the  Rev.  Edward 
C.  M*Guire,  the  Re?.  Wm.  H.  Hart,  the  Rev. 
Wm.  Jackson,  the  Hon.  Hugh  Nelson,  Mr. 
William  Mayo,  Mr.  Robert  P.  Waring,  Mr. 
John  Souihgate,  And  John  G.  Williams,  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  state 
of  the  church  in  this  diocess,  and  report  there< 
upon  to  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Edward  R.  Lippit, 
die  Re?.  John  M*6uire,  the  Rev.  William  F. 
),  Mr.  Francis  Nelson,  Mr.  Hugh  C.  M*Ne- 
and  Mr.  Mallory  M.  Todd,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  fund  for  the  permanent  support  of  the  epis- 
copate in  this  diocoss. 

Ordered,  That  the  Re?.  Andrew  Syme,  the 
Rot.  John  Grammer,  the  Rev.  Frederick  W. 
Hatch,  and  John  Grammer,  sen.,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Rcuel  Keith,  the  Rev. 
Johannes  £.  Jackson,  Mr.  Seth  Ward,  and  Mr. 
Nelson  Berkeley,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the 
state  of  the  fund  for  the  support  of  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  deceased  clergymen. 

The  bishop  then  dehvered  the  following 

PASTOBAL  ADDRESS. 

Another  year,  brethren,  has  revolved  over  us, 
and  we  are  again  favoured  with  an  opportunity  of 
meeting  together  in  the  council  of  tfie  church,  to 
deliberate  on  such  measures  as  may,  with  the 
blessing  of  heaven,  advance  the  interest  of  reli- 
gion in  general,  and  of  our  own  community  in 
particular.  We  have  received  many  mercies  de- 
serving our  utmost  gratitude  to  the  Almighty ; 
and  we  hare  some  bereavements  to  lament,  which 
should  awaken  in  our  minds  the  uncertainty  of 
human  life,  and  excite  us  to  more  unwearied  dili- 
gence in  the  cause  of  God  our  Saviour. 

In  castine  our  ^yc  around  us,  and  surveying  the 
members  of  which  this  Convention  is  composed, 
we  look  in  vain  for  several  individuals  who  at 
this  time  the  last  year  constituted  a  part  of  our 
ecclesiastical  body,  vnd  who  wo  had  reason  to 
hope  would  have  been  spared  to  meet  with  us  on 
this  occasion,  and  to  assist  us  in  our  religious  de- 
liberations. The  venerable  Mr.  Armstrong,  who 
at  an  advanced  age  came  from  Wheeling,  to  wit- 
ness the  progress  of  the  church,  died  a  few  days 
after  his  return  home.  Though  the  place  at 
which  we  convened  was  distant  from  his  abode 
several  hundred  miles,  still  the  pleasure  he  expe- 
rienced at  the  Convention  was  so  great,  that  he 
declared,  prior  to  his  departure  from  Fredericks- 
burg, that  the  unity  of  sentiment  which  distin- 
gaisned  our  proceedings,  and  the  vital  piety  which 
marked  the  discourses  he  heard,  had  more  than 
repaid  him  for  all  his  toil  and  fatigue.  He  left  us 
with  renewed  desires  to  discharge  his  duty,  and 
with  the  conviction  on  his  mind  that  God  was 
with  us  of  a  truth.  He  now  rests  from  his  labours, 
and,  I  trust,  is  reaping  the  reward  of  a  life  devoted 
to  the  cause  of  his  Redeemer. 

In  touching  on  the  subject  of  the  bereavement 
we  have  experienced  in  the  death  of  our  beloved 
Wilmer,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  find  language 
sufficiently  strong  to  express  that  sense  of  his  loss 
which  fills  my  mind.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
first  called  my  attention  to  this  diocess ;  and  of 
tbs  tkree  cldfymen  who  corresponded  with  me 
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on  that  subject,  one  only  now  remains.    He, 
trust,  will  be  spared  to  assist  yon  with  his  counsi 
when  my  bead  will  be  slumbering  in  the  tomb. 

To  the  usefulness  of  Dr.  Wilmer  we  must  a 
subscribe.  He  was  a  man  of  business  and  a 
piety.  He  loved  his  God,  and  the  interest  of  th 
church  was  near  his  heart.  As  a  preacher  he  ws 
faithful,  energetic,  eloquent  He  was  the  frien 
of  evangelical  reUgion,  and  considered  that  th 
strictest  regard  to  the  public  order  of  the  churc 
was  perfectly  compatible  with  the  most  animate 
social  worship,  in  the  houses  of  his  parishionei 
and  friends.  His  private  meetings  formed,  in  hi 
opinion,  the  nursery  of  the  church,  and  wer 
blessed  to  the  edification  and  comfort  of  his  con 
gregation.  He  was  alwavs  ready  to  discharge  hi 
duty.  Like  the  Apostle  Paul,  he  not  only  taugh 
his  people  publicly,  but  went  firom  house  to  house 
exhorting  them  to  prepare  to  meet  their  Go(i 
His  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  met  m; 
wannest  approbation  ;  and  if  it  is  your  wish,  m; 
brethren  oi  the  clergy,  to  give  an  account  of  youi 
stewardship  with  joy,  oh,  let  me  entreat  you  all  t 
"  Ro  and  do  likewise." 

Upon  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention  las 
May  I  visited  the  county  of  Culpepper,  and  ad 
mltted  to  the  priesthood  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  upoi 
which  occasion  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Win 
Chester,  preached,  and  Mr.  Woodville  and  Mi 
Jackson  assisted  at  the  ordination  ;  after  which 
administered  the  Lord's  Supper  to  a  number  o 
pious  communicants.  So  great  was  the  sensation 
product  on  the  minds  of  two  young  ladies  on  tha 
occasion,  that,  after  I  had  left  the  church,  I  wa 
called  back,  in  order  to  afibrd  them  an  opportu 
nity  of  commemorating  the  death  and  sunering 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Chnst. 

After  remaining  at  home  a  short  time,  I  wen 
to  Norfolk  in  the  month  of  June,  -to  assist  ii 
laying  the  comer-stone  of  Christ  Church  in  tha 
place ;  which  duty  was  performed  in  connexioi 
with  the  rector,  Dr.  Ducachet,  and  several  of  th< 
clergy  in  that  neighbourhood.  1  preached  on  thi 
morning  of  the  Sabbath  in  the  old  church  to  i 
very  large  auditor}',  and  confirmed  fourteen  per 
sons.  In  the  afternoon  1  crossed  the  river  t 
Portsmouth,  and  preached  in  the  church  helongini 
to  the  parish  of  Mr.  Wingfield,  and  confirmed  tei 
persons. 

Having  discharged  my  duty  in  those  places, 
repaired  to  Hampton,  which  parish  is  superintend 
ea  bv  the  Rev,  Mr.  Che  vers.  I  preached  ther 
to  a  large  and  respectable  congregation,  and  con 
firmed  twenty -two  persons.  The  church  in  Hamp 
ton  had  been  in  a  state  of  ruin  for  many  years,  bu 
the  inhabitants  have  now  rendered  it  fit  for  sei 
vice ;  and  when  the  repairs  are  completed,  it  wil 
form  a  place  of  worship  inferior  to  very  few  in  th' 
diocess. 

From  Hampton  I  went  to  the  county  of  Glou 
cester,  and  aomitted  to  the  priesthood  the  Rei 
Mr.  Cairns.  Upon  that  memorable  occasion  th< 
Rev.  Dr.  Wilmer  preached,  and*  in  conjunctioi 
with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chevers,  united  in  the  ordins 
tion  of  Mr.  Cairns.  The  sacrament  of  the  Lord* 
Supper  was  administered,  and  thirteen  perscm 
were  confirmed.  A  day  or  two  subsequent  to  th 
above  ministrations,  I  rode  to  Abingdon  Church  ii 
the  same  county,  and  preached  to  a  small  but  at 
tentive  congregation. 

Having  completed  my  duties  in  Gloucester, 
crossed  the  river  to  Yorktown,  and  preached  t 
a  very  respectable  and  serious  congregation, 
then  passed  on  to  Williamsburg,  at  whicQ  place 
remamed  a  week,  attending  during  mv  stay  thi 
examination  of  the  students  of  the  college,  am 
witneaaing  with  great  Mtisiactioa  the  resusciti 
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tion  of  thtt  •eminuT'  *'"'  ^^  accepubililf  of  tha 
bboun  of  our  dccraHd  friend,  nut  oa\j  mm  pnai- 

deat  flf  the  coUege,  bul '  "' '-"- 

*l>o.    I  preached  "~  '■" " 


, _^ .      ..  h  on  Uie  Sabbilh, 

■dminUteitd  Ihc  Lonl's  Supper  to  i  largenumbet 
of  conifnujLiGanl4»  and  cannTTiwd  <^lflten  poraooa ; 
■Aei  which  1  returned  home,  where  i  remained  a 

In  Jul;  I  Tiiited  retenbuig.  Id  compaDj  with 
the  Re>.  Dt.  Durachet  uid  the  Rer.  Hr.  Croea,  at 
which  place  we  all  preached  ill  tuccesaion  to  re- 
apectable congiegatiane,  Di,  Ducachel.  MrSyme. 
and  m*Kir,  Ihen  paued  on  to  Saponr  Church, 
where  1  preached  on  Sniutday  :  and  on  Sunday,  ai- 
alated  by  the  two  clergymen  )u(i  ruined,  I  aduil- 
ted  to  iJifl  pneslhood  the  Rev.  John  Gruuiuer. 
Di.  Ducochel  preached  the  otdinatum  setmoD, 
after  which  I  adinlninteivd  the  Loid'a  Supper,  md 
conGimed  nine  persons.  In  the  afletnoou  of  the 
S^ihalh  the  Rer.  Mr.  Syme  ptsached  ;  we  then 
hid  the  people  farei    " 

After  the  perfo— 
die,  iTiaitedlhe 


J  doliea  in  Dinwid- 


dle, 1  Tiaited  the  county  of  Grunawick,  in  compa- 
DT  with  the  Ref.  Mr.  Grammei,  and  preached  in 
Bed  Oak  Church  to  a  amall  aiaenibly.  1  then 
Maaed  on  to  Mccklenhurg,  preached  tu  an  atten 
lite  coniregation  in  SI.  Jamea'a  Church,  and  ad- 
~  the  Lord's  Supper  to  B  number  of  pioua 
anu.  From  MecUenhurg  1  went  into 
r  of  Halifai  p  eached  on  a  week  day 
[i  n  ar  a  k.  i  eny  o  an  attentiie  peo- 
Sabbath  preached  in 

the  Lord's  5upper. 


that    BoeiBh  e  lady  ai 

In  the  month  of  October  I  went  down  Jamea 
liier  to  the  Isle  of  Wight  county,  where  1  was 
joined  by  the  Re«.  Dr.  Ducachrt,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
WingGeld.  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gnunmer.  On  Sun 
day  r  admitted  to  the  priesthood  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Jones,  admiiuelered  the  Lord's  Supper  lo  a  large 
nuiDber  of  pioii*  comniumcants,  aiid  confirmed 
fourteen  perBons.  The  oniinaiion  sennon  waa 
delivered  by  tlie  Rev.  Mi.  Wuigfiuld,  and  the  at- 
tending cleigy  united  with  me  in  the  imposition 
ol  haiioa.  During  our  slay  at  thai  place,  Dr.  Du- 
cachet  and  Mr.  Granunet  preached  in  a  Methodist 
church  in  Stnith&eld  to  pious  and  attentive  audi- 
tories. On  my  retiim,  1  read  prayers  and  preach- 
ed in  two  of  our  old  churches  in  Surry  county,  to 
amall  but  attentive  congreKations.  'To  that  dis- 
trict, in  connexion  with  Fruice  (icorge  county,  it 
is  my  intention  to  send  a  missionary  ;  through 
whose  labours  1  hupe  for  a  recival  of  the  church, 
and  the  restoraticn  of  her  excellent  form  of  wot- 

Iq  the  monlh  of  October  I  also  went  uilo  the 
county  of  Chaaterfield,  and  consecrated  one  of  the 
oM  churches,  which  had' --'  ■' '  ■' 


BL  Anne'*  parish :  tdminiaUnd  the  Lord'*  Sup- 
per, and  eoDfinned,  in  the  two  placea,  tweotj-or*    ' 
peiBoos.    Vaulera  Church  ia  in  lupdaaina  nd' 
Mid  tellect*  great  credit  cm  the  Ker.  Mr-  joiu 
H'Guire  and  tha  paopla  of  hia  cbarga.  ; 

In  Febniaiy  I  again  went  dmm  tha  linr  to  Net-  I 
folk,  at  which  place  I  preached  on  Sunday  oKim-  ' 
ing  toa  very  large  aaaambly,  and  confinnad  two  i 
peraona;  arid  in  the  afternoon  1  pieaehedinParta-  | 
niDuth,  and  conGnned  ail  Mnun*.  On  Tuaadaj  ' 
I  visited  the  town  of  Snflbtk,  in  Nanaenrandcoun-  i 
ty,  in  company  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Docacbet,  Iha  i 
Rev.  Mr.  Wingfield,  and  the  Rtrw.  Ur.  Cheven,  i 
upon  winch  evenmg  I  preached  to  a  lane  and  at-  ji 
teiitive  congrention.  The  Deal  da*  I  admitted  lo  [i 
liie  priesthood  the  Rev,  Mr  KeaUng,  on  which  i 
occauon  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ducachet  pnacbed,  mho,  \< 
with  the  other  attending  cltrgrme^  united  mik  i 
me  in  the  imposition  of  hauda.  On  Thanday  1 
1  viailed,  in  company  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wing-  ' 
held.  Rev.  Mr.  Cheven,  and  Rer.  Mr.  Jcnet,  Iha  : 
old  pariah  chorch  of  St.  John'a,  in  ChockatiKk  ;  i 
'  (hicb  place  we  met  witb  a  Urge  and  rtapecia-  i 
coiigietatioD.  The  aervicB  waa  read  by  Mr.  i^ 
.  ._cs  and  Ur,  Wingfield,  and  a  diacoune  waa  da-  l^ 
hveied  by  myself;  aller  which  I  confirmad  f  la    |: 

On  Saturday  I  crosaed  from  Norfolk  to  Hamp-     ' 
ton,  with  the  Rei.  Ur.  Cheven,  and  lectured  in 
the  evening  at  the  house  of  Mia.  Armialead  to  a 
numerons   and  allenDva  auditory.    On  Sunday, 
the  24th,  I  preached  in  the  church,  adminalend 
the  holy  communion,  and  confirmed  two  peraooa.    . 
In  tbe  aflemoon  I  viaiied  Fortreia  Uoorua,  and 
preached  to  alarge  congrention,  Toni>Uiii(irftba 
ciliiena  of  that  place,  and  alao  of  the  mibtai;. 
The  order  which  periaded  the  militaij  during  the 
lime  of  diviiis  service,  reBecled  tha  craaMit  cred- 
it upon  the  officer*  of  ib«  gaiiiaon ;  Mt  wboaa  po-    I 
lite  attention  during  my  stay  al  the  foitreM  1 1*-    I 
turn,  thus  publicly,  my  smceie  thanks. 

tetsbuig,  at  which  tune  the  Rev.  Mi.  GranuDei,    | 


irt  of  Archibald  T 


I.  Thweat,  the  t 
t,  Esq.    The  CI 


:ellenl 


It  and  eiemplaiy.    Tbe  Rev,  Mr.  Lee  offi- 
...ii.^s  in  that  parish  D  part  of  hislune. 

In  November  1  visited  the  counties  of  Essei 
and  Carohne.  In  Eseei  I  preached  twice  on  a 
week  day,  in  the  town  of  Rappahannock ;  and  on 
the  aecond  day  of  my  stay  in  tha1plBco,l  preached 
and  admmialered  the  Lord'a  ijupper  to  a  deeply 
interesting  cimBregation.  On  the  following  Sat- 
urday and  Sunday  I  preached  at  Vaulers  Church, 


Mr.   Coo      . 
priesthood  tl 


which  I 


F,  Lee,  Tbe  ordina- 
tion Burmon  was  aeiivereu  by  Dr.  Meade,  who,  ii 
conjunction  with  Mr,  Cooke,  united  in  the  impoa- 
tion  uf  hatida,  1  administered  the  Lord'a  Suppet 
to  a  luge  number  of  communicanta,  and  confinB- 
sd  thirteen  persons, 

Buicelhe^Bst  Conrention  I  have  hehi  a  conllnn- 


""^avm; 


my  o' 


a  furnished  the  Convention  n 


■  of  my  ej 


copal  v: 


s,l  n 


ow  csll  their  ntlenlion  to  a  subject  of  the  first  im- 

cess  :  a  subject  on  which  the  advancement  uf  the 
hurch  in  Virginia  and  the  supply  of  our  vacart 
aruhes  very  much  depend. 
At  the  time  in  which  the  General  Conventim 
etennincd  on  the  location  of  the  Theohigical  Sem- 
nary  in  the  dioceas  of  Coimecticut,  it  was  per- 
utly  understood  that  the  resolution  then  adopted 
hould  not  be  conaidered  so  eiclusive  in  its  oper- 
tiun  as  to  prevent  the  eaLablinhlDeut  of  a  Theo- 
Dgicul  School  m  any  dioccH  disposed  tu  counte- 
lancc  such  s  measure.  By  vinue  of  Ihi*  under- 
<tauduig,the  cbiuch  m  Virginia  dtilenninedgn  tiie 
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ment  of  a  Diocesan  School  within  the 
its  own  jurisdiction :  in  which  a  system  of 
m  is  pursued  is  unison  with  that  coarse 
d  by  tne  House  of  Bishofw. 
note  this  object,  subscriptions  were  open- 
y  was  raised,  and  the  school  set  in  op- 

The  experiment,  though  commenced 
J  hmited  means,  has  so  far  succeeded 
hends  of  the  institution  have  determined 
to  this  Convention  for  their  sanction  and 
In  the  further  prosecution  of  their  de- 
tie  individual  tlirough  whose  instrumen- 

sdiool  was  first  set  in  motion  has  con- 
boald  the  C<mventi(Hi  countenance  the 
ing,  to  engage  with  all  his  energies  in  the 
d  to  go  in  person  through  this  stale  to 
nd  for  the  pMsnnanent  establishment  of  a 
cat  School  in  the  Diocess  of  Virginia, 
the  attempt  was  first  made  in  this  dio- 
mind  was  impressed  with  considerable 
to  the  utility  of  the  measure,  from  an  ^ 
in  that  it  might  interfere  with  the  General 
f  at  the  north ;  but,  after  the  most  serious 
i,  the  doubts  1  entertained  have  been  re< 
nd  my  mind  is  now  satisfied  with  a  full 
n  of  the  necessity  of  the  undertaking. 
■ch  in  Virginia  is  now  favoured  with  the 
f  several  of  her  native  sons,  who  have 
»ted  in  her  own  school,  who  it  is  prob- 
Id  not  have  gone  to  a  distant  semmary 
ogical  instruction;  and  others  are  pre- 
lemselves  under  similar  circumstances, 
Dst,  will  prove  equally  useful. 
en  who  come  from  distant  parts  of  the 
tates,  while  devoting  themselves  to  the 
)f  theology,  will  ac<^uire  a  knowledge  of 
Mrs  of  our  commumty ;  and  frcmi  an  in- 
rmed  during  their  studies  with  the  peo- 
tge,  will  be  mcnre  generally  useful  and 
e  than  they  otherwise  would  be.  Five 
Hviduals  of  this  description  will  be  ad- 
holy  orders  on  Sunday  next,  all  of  whom 
Med  to  labour  in  this  part  of  the  vine- 
toee  assistance,  in  all  probability,  would 
been  secured  to  us  had  they  been  edu- 
iwhere. 

ible  Society  of  Virginia,  at  one  of  their 
ings,  entered  into  a  resolution  to  supply 
lily  in  this  state,  destitute  of  a  Bible, 
<py  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  the  course 
aars.  To  eflect  this  sacred  purpose  an 
las  been  published,  in  which  the  atten- 
le  different  ecclesiastical  bodies  of  all  de- 
nm  of  Christiana  in  Virginia  has  been 
the  point:  an  address  which  now  lies 
lUe,  and  will  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
obers  of  the  Convention  as  may  be  dis- 
liirther  the  design. 

Rce  the  propriety  and  necessitT  of  the 
by  those  arguments  of  which  the  sab- 
ts,  would  be  unnecessary  in  an  assembly 
tant  Christians.  We  all  beUeve  the  sa- 
Iptures  to  be  the  word  of  Grod,  and  to 
II  things  necessary  to  salvation.  "It  is 
oar  feet  and  a  light  to  our  paths  ;**  and 
igi  essential  to  the  salvation  of  immor- 
is  so  plain, "  that  the  wayfaring  man, 
fool,  need  not  err  therein.*' 
I  conclude,  there  is  one  more  point  to 
hink  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of 
'ention  :  and  as  a  year  most  necessarily 
fore  a  final  determination  of  the  question 
place,  we  shall  have  full  time  allowed  us 
ion  and  consideration. 
^  my  labours  the  past  year  have  been 
the  labours  of  any  precedinc[  twelve 
till,  from  my  idvanoed  age,  it  is  mipoHi- 


ble  for  me  to  calculate  upon  a  long  continaanee 
of  such  effort  and  exertion.  It  is  my  wish,  pro- 
Tided  the  Convention  should  think  proper,  so  to 
alter  the  constitation  of  the  church  as  to  admit 
of  the  consecration  of  either  a  soflFragan  or  an 
assistant  bishop  iif  this  diocess.  It  was  proposed 
several  yearsjigo,  in  conjMsquence  of  the  great  ex- 
tent of  this  diocess,  to  divide  it  into  two  parts,  in 
order  that  the  parishes  might  receive  episco^ 
visitations  more  frequently  Uian  ^  prescribed  by 
the  canons.  As  this  purpose  can  be  secured  by 
the  appointment  of  a  suffraj^an  or  an  assistant 
bishop,  I  would  recommend  it  to  the  Convention 
so  to  alter  the  constitution  as  to  secure  the  con- 
templated measure.  It  is  my  sincere  desire  that 
a  bishop  should  be  appointed  during  my  life ;  and 
as  such  an  appointment  can  now  be  made  with 

Serfect  unanimity,  it  is  expedient  that  it  should  be 
one.  It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  unite  in  labour 
with  the  man  of  your  choice.  It  will  render  me 
happy,  in  the  hour  of  my  departure,  to  know  the 
individual  to  whom  I  am  to  resign  the  aidaooa 
duties  of  the  episcopate:  to  whose  care  this 
peaceful,  ouiet  diocess  shall  be  committed.  May 
the  Almi|pty  direct  us  in  all  our  doin^  with  his 
moat  gracious  favour,  and  farther  us  with  his  con- 
tinuafhelp. 

Richard  Channino  Moots. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson, 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Conyen- 
tion  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  during  the 
session,  and  for  thirty  days  thereafter,  in  token 
of  their  high  respect  for  the  late  Dr.  Wilmer,  and 
that  the  secretary  be  requested  to  cause  to  be 
procured,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  as  much 
crape  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
clergy. 

Ttie  president  of  the  Convention  presented  % 
communication  from  the  board  of  managers  of 
the  Bible  Society  of  Virginia. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Meade, 

Resolved,  That  the.  said  communication  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  president  then  appointed  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Meade,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Keith,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Le- 
mon, and  Mr.  Westwood  S.  Armistead,  on  said 
committee. 

The  president  having  retired,  Mr.  Hugh  Nel- 
son was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  secretary  received  the  following  contri- 
butions, from  sundry  parishes  of  this  diocess,  for 
the  Contingent  Fund : — 
Portsmouth  parish,  Norfolk  county,  -  $10  00 
Lynnhaven  parish,  -  -  -  •  12  00 
Bristol  parish,  Petersburg,  -        -    80  00 

Newport  parish,  Isle  of  Wigh^  -  -  10  00 
Bath  parish,  Dinwiddie,  -  -  -  15  00 
St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper  county,  90  00 
Christ  Church,  Winchester,  -  -  15  00 
I^exington  parish.  Amherst  county,  •  10  00 
South  Fanuiam  parish,  Easez  county,  16  00 
Monumental  Church,  Richmond,  -  30  00 
Henrico  pariah,  Henrico  county,  -  15  00 
Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg,  -  -  16  00 
Russell  parish,  Bedford  county,  -  -  80  00 
St.  James's  parish,  Northam,  Goochland,  10  00 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Suffolk,  -  -  10  00 
Fredericksville  parish,  Albemarle,  -  15  00 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Alexandria,  -        -    80  00 


Amoant  carried  fonraid, 


$883  00 


%H 
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Amount  tmnujhi  ^onmatdt  $988  00 

Frederick  purish,  Frederick  eoontj,  -  10  00 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk,  -  -  -  80  00 
St  John's  Church,  Elitabeth  Ci^,  •  15  00 
St.  Anne*!  jMuith,  Etsez  coaB|f,  -  80  00 
8t  Psors  Church,  LynchhargT  -  -  10  00 
SheUmme  puiih,  LiBetbtug,   Lo<ioiin 

county,  •  -  •  •  •  80  00 
St.  JainM*t  naruh,  Meeklenbnrg,  -  14  00 
St.  Mamret't  pariah,  Carolina,  -  -  7  60 
Christ  Church,  Nbrbomo  parish,  Berke- 
ley county,  -  -  -  -  5  00 
8t  Paurs  puish,  Kinff  Oeorve  county,  80  00 
St.  6eoi]^^s  pansh,  radericuburg,  -  SO  00 
St  Martin*s  psrish,  Hanover  and  Couisa 

counties, 80  00 

Hamilton  parish,  Fauquier  county,       •     18  50 
Ware  and  Abingdon  parishes,  Glouces- 
ter,        15  00 

Raleigh  parish,  Amelia,  -        -     10  00 

8538  10 

l%e  foUowmg  sums  were  paid  towards  the 
support  of  the  bishop*s  assistant  for  the  year 
tndmg  May,  1828  :«— 

Portsmouth  parish,  Norfolk  county,  •  $10  00 
Newport  pansh.  Isle  of  Wight,  -  -  10  00 
Bristol  jMrish,  Petersburg,  •  -  -  20  00 
Christ  Church,  Winchester,  -  •  7  50 
IjOTington  parish,  Amherst  county,  5  00 

St  James's  parish,  Northam,  Goochland 

counW, 10  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Suffolk,  -  •  10  00 
Frederick  parish,  Frederick  county,  •  10  00 
Chriat  Church,  Norfolk,  -  •  -  20  GO 
St.  John's  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  -  5  00 
St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex  county,  -  10  00 
St.  James's  parish,  Mecklenburg,  -  10  00 
Christ  Church,  Norbome  parish,  Berke- 
ley county,  -  -  .  -  3  12 
St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa 

counties, 10  00 

Ware  and  Abingdon  parishes,  Glouces- 
ter county,     -        -         -        -        -     10  00 
Raleigh  parish,  Amelia,      -        -         -     10  00 
Fredericks ville  parish,  Albemarle,       -     10  00 
Shelbume    parish,   Leesburg,  Loudoun 
county, 10  00 

8179  62 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Convention 
do  now  adjourn  until  to-morrow  morning,  9 
o'clock. 

FsiDAT,  May  16,  1628. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Kight 
Rev.  Bishop  Moore. 

The  Rev.  Edward  W.  Feet,  of  St.  Paul's 
parish.  King  George  county,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Augustine  L.  Dabney,  a  lay  delegate  of 
Abingdon  and  Ware  parishes;  Mr.  Beni.  L. 
Meade,  a  lay  delegate  of  the  parish  of  Raleigh, 
Amelia  county ;  and  Mr.  Gordon  Coleman  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Clark,  lay  delegates  of  Antrim  parish, 
Hali&a  county,  appeared  and  took  ihetr  seats. 


On  wrtioiit  RMdvnd,  TlMt  te  niMfjailM 
for  oidns  now  prsseni  8o  admiftui  Co  tbtal* 
timnof  this  Conventioii^ 

The  parochial  isports  wwo  hindtil  in  inl 
road,  and  roforred  to  the  eommiClM  ipsa  pn^ 
dual  rqMMts. 

The  session  was  thoa  saqModod,  fcrthopo- 
pose  of  attending  diviae  oerrieo  hv  tlw  Rsr. 
Mr.  Lee,  and  a  sermon  bj  tho  Rov.  Mr.  Edmii 
C.  M^Cvuira,  after  which  the  Condition  9gm 
met 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Meada,  ham  the  fwaiiritlns  to 
whom  was  referred  tho  comaranieatiqii  fiom  ll» 
board  of  managers  of  tho  BiUe  SodeCf,  Ac^ 
made  the  followmg  wpott : — 

Whereas  the  BiUe  Society  of  Ywgam  httt 
resolved,  in  dependance  on  the  diviaa  hlmnf^ 
to  endeavour  to  snmh  the  destiuita  partsof  Ihs 
state  with  copies  Mtfae  saered  volama  adsnato 
to  existiuff  wants ;  and  wheioaa  the  boam  sf 
managers  for  said  society  have  addressed  a  cir- 
cular to  the  various  eccfesiasticfll  bodies  of  Hit 
state,  raquesting  their  countenance  and  eo-ops^ 
ation,  which  circular  haa  boon  preaentad  to  dni 
Convention  by  our  TenenUe  bishop,  with  a 
strong  and  sealoua  recommendation  ot  ito  paOt 
and  important  oliject ;  therefoia. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  anoCfollf 
approve  of  the  holy  entenniae  of  said  soeioty, 
and  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  psfimfi 
and  aid  of  the  various  parishes  and  ^ofchos  Of 
this  diocess.    And» 

Resolved  foither,  Thai  tho  membon  of  dif 
Convention  will,  in  then*  individaal  capaei^, 
promote  the  accomplishment  of  the  above-msih 
tioned  trulv  Christian  purpose,  according  to  their 
means  and  opportunities. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  tbs 
committee  be  received,  and  that  the  same  bs 
unanimously  approved. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  members  of 
the  former  Conventions  now  present  be  sdmit* 
ted  to  the  sittii^s  of  this  Conventicm. 

On  motion,  Kesolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Cairns  have  leave  of  absence  from  the  Convoh 
tion  for  the  remainder  of  this  day. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election,  Inf 
ballot,  of  a  standing  committee  of  the  churn 
in  this  diocess  for  the  ensuing  year ;  whers> 
upon  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  electa 
ed,  viz. : — the  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  D.  D.,  the 
Rev.  Edward  R.  Lippit,  the  Rev.  Waiiam  Jack- 
son, the  Hon.  Bushrod  Washinffton,  Mr.  John 
Hooif,  and  Mr.  Gerrard  Alexander. 

The  president  having  retired,  Mr.  Williaa 
Mayo  was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  dection  of 
two  trustees  of  the  Theological  School  of  Yv- 
ginia,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  Un 
death  of  the  Rev.  William  H.  Wihner  id 
the  Rev.  Oliver  Norris ;  whereupon  the  Ref- 
John  Grammer  and  the  Rev.  John  P.  M'Giui* 
were  unanimously  elected. 

A  resolution,  relative  to  the  removal  of  cost' 
municants  from  one  parish  to  another  m  this  ^ 
ocess,  was  offered,  and,  on  motion,  the  same  wu 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Syme,  from  tho  eonunittss  tf 
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fMmited  to  examine  the  treararer't  acconnta, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  on  the  treasurer's  accoonts 
beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  examined  the 
■ame,  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  said  report 
be  received  and  approved. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Convention 
^  now  adjourn  until  to-morrow  morning,  half 
past  8  o'clock. 

S4TUS04Y,  May  17,  1S28. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Biahop  Moore. 

The  Rev.  Henry  W.  Ducachet,  from  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  church  in  this  di- 
ocess,  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church  re- 

2act^lly  report  to  the  Convention,  that  they  have 
liberated  on  the  matters  referred  to  their  con- 
sideration, and  have  unanimously  agreed  in  the 
following  report : — 

There  is  only  one  subject  which  they  have 
thouffht  it  necessary  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
members  of  this  bouse ;  and  this  was  suggested 
by  the  address  of  our  Right  Rev.  Diocesan  at  the 
qpening  of  the  present  session.  The  great  extent 
M  iba  diocess  renders  it- impossible  for  anv  one 
person  satisfactorily  and  efficiently  to  discharge 
the  dutiea  of  the  eoiscopate,  when  it  is  neces- 
sary, as  at  present,  that  the  bishop  should  have  a 
parochial  charge.  The  destitute  condition  of  a 
freat  portion  of  the  church  in  this  state  renders 
It  absolutely  necessary  that  the  visits  of  the  bishop 
should  be  freouent  to  every  section  of  the  diocess, 
and  that  he  should  spend  among  the  people  con- 
aderable  time  at  every  visitation.  Under  present 
circumstances,  this  is  plainly  impossible.  Few 
of  the  churches  can  be  visited  more  than  once  a 
year,  and  the  remote  situation  of  many  of  them, 
added  to  the  inconvenient  access  to  them,  some- 
times renders  even  this  uncertain.  Our  venera- 
ble and  beloved  diocesan,  with  all  the  exertions 
prompted  by  his  love  for  the  church,  and  his  zeal 
ror  God,  fujds  it  utterly  impossible,  as  he  himself 
has  often  said,  and  has  with  so  much  earnestness 
and  affection  informed  this  Convention,  and  again 
more  particularly  your  committee,  to  perform  as 
he  desires,  and  as  ne  knows  to  be  necessary,  the 
weighty  and  numerous  duties  of  his  office.  It 
is  his  desire  (which  the  committee  think  at  all 
timea  entitled  to  the  highest  respect,  and  to  the 
dehberate  attention  of  the  members  of  the  dio- 
cess) that  8  suitable  person  be  appointed  and  con- 
secrated to  relieve  nira,  in  the  chsracter  of  a 
jRiffi«gan  or  assistant,  of  some  of  the  cumber- 
some Goties  of  the  episcopate ;  and  to  give  to  the 
church  that  attention  and  that  activity  for  which, 
in  its  present  situation,  and  from  the  increasing 
infiimities  of  age,  he  finds  himself  inadequate. 
Yoar  committee  cannot  but  regret  that  any  im- 
padinMHSt  ahcmld  exist  io  the  immediate  gratifica- 
tion of  the  reasonable  wishes  of  our  Right  Rev. 
fiUber,  and  the  speedy  execution  of  the  excellent 
thought  which  he  has  suggested.  The  sixth  act 
(tf  iao  constitution  of  the  church  in  this  diocess 
SKpressly  declares,  that  '*  there  shall  be  but  one 
biahop"  to  superintend  its  concerns.  This  pro- 
vision was  doubtless  wise  at  the  time  the  consti- 
tution was  framed ;  but  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  church  have  so  greatly  changed  since  that 
period,  it  is  obviously  no  lon^r  necessary  or  expe- 
miai.  The  constitution  rorbkla,  however,  the 
hastj  alteration  of  sny  of  its  provisions ;  your 


committee,  therefoie,  respectfully  propose  tl 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  < 
the  13th  article  of  the  constitution,  notice  I 
transmitted  to  the  several  vestries  of  the  parisb 
of  the  diocess,  that  it  is  proposed  at  the  next  Coi 
vention  to  annul  and  abolish  the  first  sentence  < 
the  sixth  article  of  the  constitution,  and  so  to  alU 
the  said  article  that  it  may  read  thus : — 

"  The  bishop  shall  be  president  of  the  Convei 
tion ;  in  which  character  it  shall  be  his  duty  t 
give  to  the  Convention,  as  oftrn  as  he  may  deei 
expedient,  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  tl 
church  ;  to  call  special  Conventions  at  whatevi 
times  and  places  ne  may  think  necessary ;  to  pr 
serve  order  during  the  time  of  session :  to  put  tl 

?uestion,  collect  the  votes,  and  declare  thedecisioi 
[e  may  make  any  motion  which  he  shall  judg 
conducive  to  the  good  of  the  church,  but  shall  ni 
enter  into  detmte ;  and  he  may  deliver  his  sent 
ments  on  any  subject  after  it  has  been  discussc 
before  a  vote  thereon.  Whenever  it  shall  be  m 
cessary  for  the  bishop  to  visit  any  part  of  this  dii 
cess,  he  shall  be  autnorized  to  call  a  clergyma 
from  any  part  of  the  diocess  to  supply  his  place  i 
the  duties  of  his  parochial  charge  for  not  moi 
than  two  Sundays.^  All  which  is  respectful) 
submitted. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  resolutio 
recommended  by  the  committee  be  adopted. 

And,  on  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  repoi 
of  the  committee  be  amended  by  striking  ox 
from  the  words  **  unanimously  agreed**  to  th 
word  **  resolution,"  in  the  last  line,  and  inser 
in  lieu  thereof,  "  to  recommend  the  adoption  o 
the  following  resolution.^ 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Lippit,  from  the  committe 
appointed  to  examine  the  state  of  the  fund  fc 
the  permanent  sujpport  of  the  ejpiscopate  in  thi 
diocess,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read  an 
approved. 

The  committee  on  the  episcopal  fund  repor 
that  they  have  examined  the  treasoref  s  accoun 
and  find  it  correct ;  and  that  the  fund  at  presex 
consists  of 

54  shares  of  Farmers^  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria, cost         ....  $2,70 
6  shares  of  Bank  of  Alexandria,  cost    1,20 
8  shares       do.  do.      cost       83 


Nominal  amount  of  fund,     -        -     4,23 
Present  value  of  do.,  -        -  $3,60 

E.  R.  Lippit,  Chairman. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Keith,  from  the  committee  t 
whom  was  referred  the  examination  of  the  ai 
counts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  fund  for  the  n 
lief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  decease 
clergymen  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Virginii 
made  the  following  report : — 

The  committee  on  the  Widows'  Fund  be 
leave  to  report,  that  they  have  examined  th 
treas\irer*s  account,  and  find  it  correct. 

RxuxL  KxiTH,  Chairman, 

The  funds  are  at  follow*  ;-<• 
United  States  3  per  cent,  stock,        $2,037  1 
1  share  Bank  of  Virginia  stock,  at  par,  100  0 
67  shares  Farmers'  Bank  Alexandria 
stock,  at  par,    ....    3,3fiO  0 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$5,487  ? 


ooMTBirnw  or  ibm. 


Itobeit    ADdr«n'i   sucntar,  Rich- 

■MMid,  b>UiM»  of  nota  with  iM't,  -    406  00 
•  ihvN  of  Alanndri*  Budi  Mock,  U 


Ob  notion,  Rradted,  That  tbe  nid  rapoit 
ba  itttini  ud  appcOTsd. 

On  DMitiDn,  lUmlied,  Tlut  the  McnUiy  be 
iBMnctod  to  coiTMpoad  with  Hi,  Andraws 
do  (In  Mibwct  of  iba  Ultoca  dua  ftom  the  ea- 
tuo  which  ba  iqxsaenu  to  the  Widow*'  Pnnd  i 
ni,  it  daamed  e^iadiant  bj  biin,  W  pncu* 
from  Iha  inunnir  of  iha  had  the  eiidance  of 
Iha  debt,  and  aaDd  the  tune  lo  •ome  tiuitwor- 
tfaf  peraon  in  Louiiiani  for  catlectioD. 

On  motion,  Reaolfed,  Thtl  th«  Gnl  rala 
nT  cnler  for  tha  goraniment  of  Iha  Codt«i»- 
tian  ba  anuiDded,  bj  lUikiiw  out  the  worda, 
**  the  moming  Hrrics  of  the  church,"  and  inaeit- 
fnc,  in  ban  uereof^  tha  woid  "  prarei." 

^Tba  awainii  wa*  than  aaapaitded,  for  thepnr- 

rof  ir1!iTlH'''g  diTine  aeirice  bf  the  Rar. 
DiK*cb«t,  and  a  aemum  bj  the  Rct.  Mr. 
Bnipia  1  after  which  the  CooTention  again  met. 

lu.  Oerraid  Aleiander  tendared  hu  reaigna- 
tioo  aa  a  OMC^er  of  the  ilandiog  committae, 
wbkh  being  accepted,  the  ConTentionprocaaded, 
br  ballot,  to  aupplf  the  racancj  ;  wheraapon 
ttr.  Edmund  J.  Xae  wia  unauimaiut*  elected. 

The  commitlee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
parochial  repoii*  praiented  the  following  report, 
which  waa  accepted  : — 

The  ronuotttee  to  whom  were  teferred  the 
parochial  reports  to  be  condenaed  for  publica- 
tioD  have  diKharged  that  dalj,  and  beg  leave 
UDanimougly  to  tecommend  that  the  aaid  ceparta, 
M  now  corioeneed,  be  apread  upon  the  Journal 
of  the  Conianlion, 

Jon:)  H.  WiHariaLD,  Chairmui. 

Buiwll  pariih,  Bedford  county.  The  recloc 
reporls  la  Ihe  Cunvemion  that  the  inlerens  of  the 
church  continue  aiowly  to  ulvuice.  I'birleen 
new  members  have  been  enrolled  ;  but,  bom  uiia- 

in  hia  two  churches  he  hu  for  some  time  past 


officii _ 

parts  of  the  ci 


111  baa  been  pleasiid  tc 
■  he  preaches  m 
ID  Sabbath,  b 


elieie  tbe  Lord  would  bi 


posea  of  a  lodge,  have 
for  dnine  worship,  am 


imreij  graluiioua— 


two  llmovedj  IweHlj-aighl 


ta  (two  having  died  lal 


tod  frbm  (he  p 


Winchester  bemg 

...1.  arid  fotmod  inio  a  n. 
sr  parish,  ibe  paruh  of  Freil<TKk 
--    -puona,  thainf  lh« 


now  Cunlains  only  two  conflt^auana,  (hMof  Ibi 

Chapel  and  that  of  WickhasChoich.  TheUaa^ 
btug  on  the  hordsi  of  the  adjoinin|  comtjr,  i, 
under  the  paaloral  can  of  Ihe  Re*.  Mi.  Jooe* ;  tW, 
Chapel  cDngiegniion  lime  is  tinder  Iba  vmnf 
care  of  iha  nunider  of  Fredetuk  paruh.  Ttf  . 
conuninicante  belonging  lo  it  an  belween  fcdf  * 
and  Shy  ,  lli«  bspiisiiu  during  the  laat  year  ba<V 
been  twplve:  the  allendanw  on  iht  semces  tt 
the  church,  vtiih  very  few  etcejwon 
tha  WcpTship  of  (he  congiv^tioa 
with  WonuTti;  reverence,  ami  tlu 


meetiiiga  for  aociaj  piwja  i 
tended ;  the  Sunday  acbooi 
but  not  fiooriabiofl,  owing  to 
ble  place  for  b<ddmg  Iha  ad 
■-«chor»  -  "- '-  •— — 


a  o(  vital  piMy;  tti 
ntiasMloba  wd* 
a  aliU  ta  oaMta^ 


to  the  wintofen|»|,adBaMlath«cM 
banavolence  of  Hua  daaeriptJMt  j  tha 
inatniciica  of  lb*  ebUdtan  of  " — 
and  of  Ihe  Sonday  School  baa  b( 
'- continnad  evaty  Sm  Snndn  ta  tta  nsa 


b^  (aken  down,  and  (he  lot, 
(he  amsll  grave-yard  attached  to  it, . 
and  a  portion  of  (be  proceeda  ^ro, 

menced  upon  a  foundadon  of  forty-aenm  feat  bf 
slity-five.  There  has  been  a  dtatntemKat  of  IM 
mmaina  in  the  old  burying-rnMnd,  which  hasl 
been  remcned  to  a  new  one,  which  baa  bean  UoiSf 

E resented  to  the  church  and  congregation  InUi 
eiia  of  the  1a(e  General  Wood's  eatale.    Ca» 
muni  cants  foity-aii — marriagea  three— baplif 
eight— dei[hs  ten. 
The  reclcr  also  leporta.  that  (hein(ereetmgeM' 

Ktgation  which  assemblea  in  Chriai  Church,  H» 
me  parish,  IS  well  attended,  and  a*  pro^tmauBi 
can  be  eipected  bum  the  limited  mearw  aajayat 
being  favoured  but  once  a  monlh  with  pnUk  ««> 

Leiington  pariah.  The  minislaT  niporta.  tW 
the  principal  part  of  hia  time  haa  been  devoted  t* 
(he  same  three  churchea  in  which  be  baa  bad 
labouring  ftom  tbe  panod  of  hia  induction  to  Ibl 

ThiDUgh  Ihe  blsasing  of  Almighty  God,  in  » 
paiting  (he  Holy  Qhoat  lo  thoae  who  were  4at 
in  trespaasea  and  in  aina,  in  St.  Loke'B  (wo.  ■ 
St.  Mark's  four,  in  St.  HatlheWa  ton,  nuk(i«ll 
all  BiKeen,  hive  pieaented  Iberoaetvea,  ba  tiwM^ 
a  living  sacrifice,  holy  sndacceptaUs  nnloGod. 

Commencing  in  Match,  (be  miaiaiet  haa  piaa^ 
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ed  momhly  in  a  church  near  New-Market,  in  Nel- 
•on  county,  with  the  prospect  of  beuig  uaefiiL  He 
hat  made  one  Tiait  to  Rockfish,  in  Nelaon,  where 
he  foond  an  old  £piacopal  church  mouldering  to 
decay,  and  a  few  aged  fhends  of  our  Zion,  and  dia- 
cqtles  of  the  Loni,  lamenting  their  deprivation  of 
tha  ordinances  of  the  gospel  In  this  county 
there  are  some  two  or  three  places  where  an  Epis- 
copal minister  of  popular  talents  and  laborious 
aeu-denying  habits  would  be  fovourably  received. 

In  August  laat  he  Tisited  Campbell  and  Halifax 
conntiea,  in  company  with  the  Rev  Mr.  Cobbs,  to 
pfMch,  and  to  obtain  subscriptions  for  the  Theo- 
logiGal  School.  In  Lexington  parish  there  have 
been  twelve  baptisms,  three  marriages,  and  six 
funerals.  The  children  of  the  different  cougrega- 
tiona  have  been  occasionally  catechised ;  there 
have  been  three  Sunday  Schools  conducted  by 
members  of  the  different  churches,  containingeacn 
from  thirty  to  forty  pupils.  In  behalf  of  the  Theo- 
lofkal  Seminary,  a  subscription  of  three  hundred 
and  forty  dollars  has  been  obtained.  For  addi- 
tions to  the  communion,  the  minister  has  cause 
humbly  to  adore  the  great  Head  of  the  church, 
and  to  beheve  that  with  some  there  is  an  increas- 
ing solicitude  for  the  happiness  of  the  soul ;  but 
for  the  greater  part,  who  are  hastening  to  destruc- 
tion, he  nas  still  to  pray,— Lord,  ^are  thy  people, 
and  save  thy  heritage,  the  purchase  ^of^tne  Ke- 
deemer'a  blood. 

Charlis  H.  Pagi. 

St  James's  Church,  Leesburg.  The  rector  hav- 
ing been  resident  in  this  parish  but  a  few  months, 
ia  not  able  to  give  a  statement  satisfactory  to  this 
Convention.  He  is  sorry  to  say  that  there  has 
been  an  addition  of  only  one  to  the  communion  of 
the  church ;  and  not  having  been  furnished  with 
a  rec<»d,  he  camiot  exhibit  the  present  number. 
Two  funerals— four  marriages — mne  baptism8,two 
of  which  were  coloured  children. 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  he  would  mention, 
that  the  ladies  of  the  congregation  have  consti- 
tated  him  a  life  member  of  the  American  Tract 
Society  ;  that  the  Sunday  School  is  in  a  very  pros- 
perous condition ;  snd  from  the  good  attendance 
upon  his  ministry,  he  is  encouraged  to  hope,  that 
ia  the  end  it  will  appear  that  his  labour  is  not  in 
vain.  Thomas  Jackson. 

Hamilton  and  Leeds  parishes,  Fauquier.  The 
reetOT  reports  that  he  resumed  his  present  charge 
on  the  first  of  April  last,  and  it  is  with  heartfelt 
aatisfiiction  and  gratitude  to  God  that  he  is  en- 
abled to  say,  that  after  an  absence  of  more  than 
five  years,  ne  found  those  of  whoee  real  convcr- 
aioa  to  God  he  had  formerly  entertained  good 
hope,  still  walking,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  in 
the  straight  and  narrow  way  of  life,  and  giving 
aatis^tory  evidence  of  growth  in  grace  and  in 
the  Imowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ.  The  church  in  Fauquier  has  been  much 
weakened,  by  various  causes,  within  the  last  five 
years,  and  particularly  by  the  removal  of  some  of 
ner  most  valuable  members  by  the  hand  of  death. 
But  from  present  indicationa  it  is  hoped  that  her 
leasee  will  be  more  than  repaired,  and  that  she 
vrill  become  a  vigorous  and  fruitful  branch  of  the 
diocess  of  which  it  is  her  happiness  to  be  a  part. 
l*he  rector  has  not  yet  haa  an  opportunity  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  communicants.  He  has 
baptized  one  infant  In  Hamilton  parish  there  is 
a  small  Education  Society. 

Gioaoi  LiMON. 

Fredericksville  parish,  Albemarle  county.  The 
preaent  condition  of  this  parish  presents  nothing 
very  striking  or  peculiarly  interesting  to  vary  the 
report  made  of  its  state  at  the  last  Convention  of 
the  church.    Still  the  rector  humbly  trusts  that 


the  divine  blessing  has  not  been  utterly  refuse 
his  labours.  During  the  year  psst  four  or  fiv 
communicants  have  been  added,  and  one  haa  bee 
removed  by  death. 

An  increased  attention  is  given,  to  the  service 
and  attachments  to  our  worship  and  doctrines  ar 
fonning  and  growing. 

Since  January  last  the  rector  haa  been  engage 
in  ofilciating  regularly,  twice  a  month,  at  the  Un; 
versity  of  Vuvinia,  where  the  confregstions  ar 
large,  respectful,  and  attentive,  ana  the  service 
are  maintained  with  decency  arid  propriety.  Thi 
arrangement  resulted  from  a  request  of  tbie  £scult 
of  that  institution,  communicated  through  thei 
chairman.  T.  T.  Lomax,  Esa. 

It  should  be  mentioned  in  tnis  place  that,  durinj 
the  last  summer,  by  the  pious  exertions  and  lit; 
eral  contributions  of  the  members  of  Widker' 
Church,  their  house  of  worship  has  undergone  i 
thorough  repair,  and  is  rendered  m  its  arrange 
ments  neat  and  commodious. 

The  rector  has  officiated,  during  the  past  yeai 
generally  once  a  month,  in  Louisa ;  where,  by  th 
very  friendly  aid  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Crawfoid,  h 
trusts  s(Hne  good  may  be  effected  and  souls  save< 
through  the  mercy  ol  God  in  Christ  Jesus. 

There  is  in  this  parish  a  Sunday  School,  as  wel 
as  an  Education  Society  ;  and  tne  rector  has  re 
ncwed  his  weekly  evening  lecture,  which  had  fo 
some  time  been  suspended.  Communicants  abou 
fifty — baptisms,  infants  ten,  adults  (one  of  whicl 
was  by  immersion)  two — marriages  eight. 

Freo.  WT  Hatch. 

Norbome  parish,  Berkeley  county.  Numbe 
of  communicants  about  eighty — baptisms  durin] 
the  last  year  seven.  The  rector  numbly  trust 
that  the  spiritual  state  of  his  communion  has  im 
proved  during  the  past  year,  but  is  unable  to  re 
port  sny  who  nave  come  out  for  the  first  time  witi 
the  important  inquiry  of  "  What  must  we  do  to  bi 
saved  r  The  Umon  Sunday  School,  which  is  con 
nected  with  one  of  the  congreffations,  has  increas 
ed  in  numbers  and  zeal.         John  T.  Brooke. 

St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper  county.  Tb 
condition  of  this  church  has  improved  smce  thi 
last  Convention.  Nine  members  nave  been  adde< 
to  the  communion,  and  the  attendance  on  divin 
service  has  been  AiU  and  regular.  Little  indeet 
has  been  dime,  compared  with  the  work  whicl 
remains  \  but  even  this  day  of  small  things  afford 
an  occasi<m  for  thankfulness,  and  a  pleasing  ha^ 
of  subsequent  improvement  Communicants  thir 
ty-six— baptisms  three,  one  of  whom  is  an  adult 

G.  A.  Smith. 

St.  Thomas's  parish.  Orange  county.  There  i 
no  vestry  in  this  parish,  and  the  churches  whicl 
existed  mere  some  years  since  have  been  destroy 
ed.  Divine  service  is  held  twice  a  month  in  thi 
courthouse,  and  the  congregations  continue  to  bi 
full  and  attentive.  '  Since  the  last  Conventioi 
three  pers<»is  have  been  admitted  to  the  com 
munion,  and  a  Sunday  School  has  been  organized 
which  is  well  attended,    Communicants  twelve. 

G.  A.  Smith. 

Christ  Church,  Alexandria.  In  consequence  ol 
the  location  of  the  Theological  School  in  the  coun 
try,  and  the  removal  of  the  rector,  he  has  been  re 
leased  by  the  vestry  from  the  dischaive  of  al 
parochial  duties  except  that  of  preaching  om 
nidf  the  time,  and  the  Rev.  George  Griswold  hai 
been  engaged  as  his  assistant,  and  resides  in  towi 
with  the  congregation.  The  Sunday  School,  Sat 
urday  School,  and  Education  Society  connectei 
with  this  church,  are  all  in  a  veir  prosperous  con 
dition.  Communicanta  added,  two — baptiam 
twdve — ^maiiiages  four— Amenils  fi^^- 
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St  Paurs  Church,  Alexandria.  The  rector  re- 1 
porta,  with  pleasure  and  gratitude,  the  continued 
peace,  harmony,  and  prosperity  of  his  charge. 
All  opportunities  of  public  and  social  worship  are 
well  attended.  The  Sunday  School  and  Bible 
classes  are  very  prosperous.  Eleren  persons  have 
been  added  to  the  communion  since  tne  last  Con- 
vention ;  and  many  are  at  present  Tery  seriously 
inquiring  after  the  way  of  salTation.  There  have 
been  two  adult  and  twenty -seven  inftint  l»ptisms, 
twenty-one  funerals,  sixteen  marriages.  The  Fe- 
male Education  Society,  supported  by  this  and 
Christ  Church,  has  contributea  to  the  funds  of  the 
parent  institution  during  the  past  year  upwards  of 
f  500.  William  Jackson. 

St  Oeorge^s  Church,  Fredericksburg.  This 
church  is  in  a  state  of  undiminished  prosperity. 
Through  the  past  year  many  tokens  of  the  kind 
and  gracious  remembrance  of  the  Lord  have  been 
vouchsafed  us.  There  has  been  a  very  general 
attention  among  the  people  to  the  things  of  God. 
A  deep  impression  was  made  on  the  minds  of  our 
community,  by  the  services  and  ministrations  of 
the  last  Convention,  and  some  fruit  has  been 
gathered  into  the  church,  of  which  the  seed  was 
no  doubt  sown  at  that  season.  While  there  have 
been  some  valuable  additions  to  the  communion 
since  that  period,  there  are  also  others  who  give 
good  evidence  of  "  repentance  towards  God,"  and 
of  a  sincere  desire  to  know  what  they  "  must  do 
to  be  saved.** 

The  several  reli^ous  and  benevolent  institu- 
tiona  connected  with  the  church,  viz.,  the  Com- 
mon Prayer-Book  and  Tract  Society,  the  Female 
Education  Society,  the  Charity  School  and  Bible 
classes,  are  in  a  state  of  prosperity,  but  cspeciallv 
the  Female  Domestic  Missionary  Society,  which 
is  still  dispensing  rich  blessings  around  us.  Du- 
ling  the  few  years  of  its  existence  it  has  engaged 
in  Its  cause  five  missionariea,  whose  labours  have 
been  instrumental  of  good  in  many  places,  but 
especially  in  the  settlement  of  three  useful  minis- 
ters in  as  many  destitute  parishes. 

The  Sunday  Schools  are  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition— the  number  of  scholars  registered  is  250. 
Baptisms  twenty-nme  (one  adult)— marriages  five 
—communicants  104. 

Edwasd  C.  M'Guf  be. 

St  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa.  The 
rector  of  St.  Martin's  parish  regrets,  that  ardent 
devoticm  and  active  zeal  do  not  exist  in  it  to  the 
extent  of  his  wishes ;  yet  he  hopes  that,  upon  the 
whole,  it  is  in  a  state  of  improvement.  During 
the  past  year  the  congregations  hsve  been  larger 
and  more  attentive  than  usual.  We  have  now  two 
Sunday  Schools  in  existence,  which  number  about 
sixty  teachers,  principally  young  persons,  and  up- 
wards of  150  scholars.  Ten  communicants  have 
been  added  to  the  church,  and  several  others  seem 
to  be  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
that  subject,  who  are  expected  shortly  to  join  us. 
The  communicants  are  now  seventy-four — funer- 
als fourteen — marriages  four — baptisms  two. 

John  Cooks. 

St.  Margaret's  parish,  Caroline.  Since  the  last 
Convention  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  a  good 
work  has  been  continued  in  this  parish,  though, 
perhaps,  not  so  extensively  as  dunng  the  year  of 
revival  of  the  church.  Our  congregation  labours 
under  great  inconvenience  with  respect  to  com- 
fortable accommodations  at  the  chureh,  as  it  is 
still  very  much  out  of  repair ;  and  during  the  wet 
weather  of  last  winter  we  frequently  were  obliged 
to  abandon  it  entirely.  Since  the  return  of  good 
weather,  the  number  has  been  as  lar^  as  usual ; 
and  we  believe  there  is  an  increasmg  concern 
among  many  of  them  for  a  knowledge  of  the  truth 


asitiahfiJemit.  It  aflbrdi  oi  pleaiiire  to  obaem 
that  a  Bible  class  has  been  formed,  contaisiBf 
eleven  members,  who  manifiMt  great  anxiety  to 
search  the  Scriptures  in  the  moat  profitable  maii- 
ner.  A  Sunday  School  alao  was  commenced  on 
the  last  Sunday  in  March,  and  they  reported  oo 
Sunday,  the  4tn  of  the  present  month,  nfly  schol- 
ars. The  communion  has  only  been  administered 
once  since  last  spring.  One  new  member  has 
been  added.  One  of  tne  former  number  has  re- 
moved from  the  pariah,  so  that  the  present  Dum- 
ber is  the  same  as  in  the  last  report.  Commani* 
cants  twenty-two— baptisms  one — marriages  fivs. 

LxoNAaD  H. JoRna 

St.  James'sparish,  Northam,  GoochLind  county. 
The  rector  of^  this  parish  reports,  that  there  bsi 
been  some  improvement  in  the  proapects  of  the 
church  during  the  last  year.  The  extenore  fidd 
in  which  he  labours  prevents  him  from  devoting 
to  this  congregation  tne  attention  which  its  neces- 
sities demand  and  its  growth  encourages.  He 
has  under  his  charge  congregations  in  Raleigh 
parish,  Amelia,  and  Manchester  parish,  Chester- 
held,  whose  proenects  are  flattering.  During  the 
last  year  there  nave  been  seven  baptisms,  one 
marriage,  five  deaths,  and  ten  additions  to  the 
communion.  The  whole  number  of  communi- 
cants is  about  thirty. 

William  F.  Lie. 

Monumental  Church,  Richmond.  Since  the  last 
Convention,  twenty-one  conununicants  have  been 
added,  six  have  been  removed,  and  two  have  died ; 
present  number  is  165.  Sixty  persons  have  been 
confirmed.  Of  baptisms  there  have  been  foitv- 
three  of  adults,  and  thirty-seven  Of  infanta.  The 
Sunday  School,  which  is  in  connexion  with  the 
General  Protestant  Episcopal  Sunday  School 
Union,  and  pursues  the  system  of  instruction 
recommended  by  that  society,  is  more  flourishing 
than  at  any  former  period.  The  number  of  schol- 
ars is  177.  The  superintendents  and  teachers 
are  active  and  dihgent  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  and  manifest  a  more  than  ordinary  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  school  of  which  they  have 
the  supervision.  As  an  evidence  of  the  favourable 
regard  which  is  bestowed  upon  this  institution,  it 
ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  through  the  liberality 
of  a  few  individuals,  a  very  respectable  library  has 
lately  been  formed,  and  that  the  first  superintend- 
ent has  just  contracted  for  the  erection  of  a 
building,  to  cost  9800,  for  the  use  of  the  school,— 
one  half  of  which  he  advances  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility. In  addition  to  this  mode  of  instruction, 
religious  knowledge  is  communicated  by  the  as- 
sistant minister,  through  the  medium  of  Bible  and 
catechetical  classes,  who  meet  once  ererj  week ; 
the  senior  class  of  ladies,  consisting  of*^  twenty 
members  ;  the  junior  class  of  males  and  females, 
between  the  ages  of  eleven  and  sixteen,  consisting 
of  fifty ;  and  the  class  of  catechumens,  consisting 
of  about  twenty-five.  A  meeting  is  held  every 
week  in  a  private  house,  in  which  a  short  service 
from  the  liturgy  is  used,  and  a  lecture  delivered 
As  the  rector  has  discovered  great  advantages  to 
attend  such  social  meetings,  he  begs  leave  to  lee- 
ommend  the  observance  of  them  to  all  the  clergy 
of  the  diocess. 

Richard  Channino  Mooai. 

Henrico  parish,  Richmond.  The  condition  of 
this  congregation  continues  to  improve,  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  interests  of  vital  religion  are 
gaining  ground.  The  Sunday  School  omtmoes 
to  be  well  attended,  and  it  is  evidently  doing  much 
important  good.  It  is  composed  of  120  scholars 
ana  fifteen  teachers.  Communicants  forty-one— 
marriages  thirteen^baptisms  twenty-eight. 

WiLLua  H.  Habt. 
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St  Pirarfl  psrish,  Kiny  George  coonty.  The 
netflr  leporta  that  he  has  perfonned  regular  ser> 
lieM  in  Uua  pariah  ainoe  toe  camnaencemenC  of 
Ifaia  year.  It  ia  eridently  in  a  depreaaed,  but  no 
noger  in  a  declinina  atate.  The  congregationa 
mmn  amall  at  firat,  but  have  been  gradually  in- 
iieaaiiig — they  are  now  large  and  attentiTe.  He 
MM  oficiated  alternately  at  St.  Paul's  and  Lamb's 
>eek ;  in  the  latter  paiiah  a  Sunday  School  has 
leen  caamencedt  which  promisee  much  useful- 
naa.  The  number  of  communicants  in  both  ia 
iboot  thirty.  Edwabd  W.  Pbbt. 

Sl  Aiine*a  and  South  Famham  parishes,  Eaaez 
tmnty.  Theae  parishes,  taken  together,  present 
I  proapect  in  aome  respects  less,  and  in  others 
Dora  encouraging,  than  when  the  last  report  was 
Bade.  St  Anne's,  though  a  few  have  been  added 
D  the  communion  aince  that  time,  has,  it  is  fear- 
id,  snffcjted  aome  declension  in  ita  spiritual  state. 
inch  good  wil  result,  it  is  hoped,  from  a  Female 
Uble  claaa,  formed  since  the  last  Convention,  and 
I  Sonday  School  in  his  immediate  neighbourhood, 
rhia  acoool,  though  not  attached  to  the  Episcopal 
Snirch,  is  at  preaent  conducted  solely  by  mem- 
■n  of  her  communion.  It  has  been  in  existence 
lOfw  about  aefien  or  eight  years ;  and  though  the 
inmber  ia  much  reduced,  at  one  period  had  up- 
VBfda  oi  150  acholara,  several  of  wnom  have  join- 
d  the  communion  of  the  church,  and  of  other  de- 
OBunationB  of  Christiana. 

The  apiritual  state  of  South  Famham  haa,  it  is 
•Uered,  much  improved  since  the  last  report, 
congregation  haa  increased  in  numbers  and 
to  the  aervicea  of  the  sanctuary.  A  few 
been  added  to  the  communion,  and  others 
RNikl  have  been  but  for  want  of  an  opportunity. 
VithiD  the  paat  year  two  Bible  claaaes  have  been 
unaed,  and  a  amall  Sunday  School,  conducted 
ciaeipally  by  membera  of  the  Episcopal  conffre- 
ptioo.  (b  the  two  panahea  there  is  a  small  £d- 
leation  Society. 

Bince  August  last,  the  pastor  of  St.  Anne^s  and 
hmtfa  Farnham  haa  preached  twice  a  month 
■  Lonenburg  parish,  Richmond  county.  The 
horeh  which  formerly  stood  in  this  county  has 
lUan  to  the  ground,  acid  the  services  are  now  per- 
med in  the  courthouse.  Though  there  is  no  rog- 
larly  organiied  congregation  m  this  parish,  yet 
ha  nnmber  who  attend  the  stated  ministrations, 
ha  Chriatian  zeal  of  some,  the  anxiety  of  many  to 
•ve  the  word  preached  frequently  among  them, 
nd  the  recent  formation  of  a  large  Sunday 
kfaool,  afford  the  moat  pleasing  hopes. 

Comnranicaota  in  both  parishes,  deducting  one 
■noval,  thirty-nine  (one  coloured)— baptisms  in 
oth  parishes  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  eighteen 
one  adult,  nine  coloured)— one  marriage — buri- 
Ib  three.  John  P.  M'Guire. 

Abingdon  and  W«e  parishes.  The  rector  of 
ha  chnrchfls  in  Oloucester  reports,  that  nothing 
ary  special  haa  occurred  in  either  of  his  parishes 
inea  the  last  Convention.  Two  members,  in  the 
loane  of  the  year,  have  been  added  to  hia  com- 
Bonion,  and  one  removed  by  death,  making  the 
saaent  number  nineteen.  Baptisms  thirteen — 
Barriages  five — buriala  five.  The  venerable 
ihorch  in  Abingdon  parish  has  been,  during  the 
ast  winter^  thoroughly  repaired,  and  the  rector 
ikaa  thia  opportunity  of  acknowledging,  with 
hankfulneaa,  the  seal  which  his  peopto  have 
BBDiliBated  in  the  completion  of  that  object. 

Wm.  D.  CAiBNa. 

Braton  pariah,  Williamaburg.  The  rector  re- 
oitB,  duruig  the  last  five  months,  one  funeral, 
aro  baptiama,  three  marriagea,  and  eight  new 
oannunicanta.  The  whole  number  of  communi- 
anta  ia  thirty-eight 


In  compliance  with  the  46th  canon  of  the  Oen- 
eral  Convention,  he  would  further  add,  that  the 
adult  membera  of  the  church  are  about  140— chil- 
dren 100— catechumens  fifty — and  that,  beaidee 
the  pupila  of  William  and  Mary,  the  congregation 
compnaea  about  thirty  adulta  who  are  not  mem- 
bers of  our  church. 

The  rector  delivers  one  weekly  lecture  in  the 
church,  which  is  well  attended.  Several  of  the 
female  members  of  the  congregation  meet  togeth- 
er once  a  week,  at  private  houaea,  for  religioua 
exercieea.  They  support  a  Bible  Society,  and 
alao  a  Workiri^  Society,  the  avails  of  which  con- 
stitute a  fund  lor  the  poor  of  the  town.  The  Sun- 
day School  consists,  at  preaent,  of  ninety-three. 

A.  Empib. 

Elizabeth  City  parish.  It  is  with  gratitude  to 
the  Author  of  all  good,  that  the  rector  ia  en- 
abled to  report  the  state  of  his  charge  as  encour- 
aging. He  ministers  statedly  on  the  Sabbath  to 
two  congregations,  viz.,  at  Fortress  Monroe  and 
Hampton. 

The  congregation  at  the  fortresa  ia  numerooaly 
attended,  and  consists  of  the  military  and  citizena, 
and  Uieir  fiunilies,  who  have  very  generally  con- 
tributed to  the  support  of  the  gospel  Their  uni- 
form attendance  upon  the  stated  services  of  the 
church  afforda  the  pleasing  hope  that  the  srdi'- 
nancea  of  religion  have  not  been  dispenaed  in  vaiiu 
Several  have  united  theinselvea  to  our  communion 
in  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

A  Sunday  School  has  been  eetaolished,  which 
promises  well. 

At  Hampton,  where  the  church  haa  been  dor- 
mant for  more  than  twenty  yeara,  we  have  good 
hope,  from  what  we  have  witneaaed,  that  thia  po- 
tion of  our  Zion  will  ere  long  "be  diveated  of 
her  weeds,  and  arrayed  in  the  attire  of  joy.'*  But 
twelve  months  since  and  the  church  waa  almost 
in  ruins ;  now,  however,  by  the  bleaaing  of  God 
upon  the  untiring  exertiona  and  liberid  contribu- 
tions of  her  friends,  this  ancient  edifice  haa  been 
so  far  repaired  as  to  admit  the  congre^tion 
within  its  walls  to  "worship  the  Lora  m  the 
beauty  of  holiness."  The  services  of  the  church 
have  met  with  a  favourable  reception,  and,  judg- 
ing from  the  past,  we  are  inducedf  to  believe  there 
is  a  growing  attachment  to  her  doctrinea,  disci- 
pline, and  worship. 

The  spiritual  concerns  o(  the  church  are  in 
some  degree  fiatterip^.  Twenty-four  have  re- 
ceived the  rite  of  conlirmation  (nan  our  beloved 
diocesan,  the  most  of  whom  have  become  commu- 
nicants. The  weekly  lecturea,  both  at  thia  place 
and  the  fortress,  are  mteresting.  * 

A  Sunday  School,  which  numbers  upwarda  of 
one  hundred  scholars,  and  patronised  oy  the  dif- 
ferent denominations,  has  been  for  some  time 
past  in  successful  operation. 

At  the  request  ot  a  few  familiea  in  Charlea 
parish,  York  county,  I  have  for  some  months 
paat  perfMmed  divine  service,  and  preached,  from 
nouae  to  houae,  every  fortnight,  on  Saturdaya — 
and  it  afforda  me  great  satiafaction  to  state  to  the 
Convention,  that  the  services  have  been  numer- 
ously attended ;  and  as  a  veatry  has  been  recently 
chosen,  and  exertiona  are  making,  the  hope  is  en- 
tertained that  the  love  for  our  church  may  yet  re- 
vive in  this  parish.  Communicanta  thirty-two— 
baptisms  fifty,  including  three  caaea  of  adulta — 
marriages  five— funerals  nine. 

Mark  L.  Chbtbbs. 

Hungar'a  parish,  Northampton  county.  Tha 
rector  thanks  God  that  union,  peace,  and  conccnd 
now  reign  in  the  different  cborchea  under  hia 
charge.  Two  Bible  Societiea  and  a  Miaaionary 
Society  haTe  been  fonne(L    CommunicanU  twaa* 
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Bath  wtA,  Dmwiddia  Mumlr.    Tba  nd  . 
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liable  raganl  or  the  people,  than  could  Bale 
been  produced  b]>  the  eKbite  of  an  IndiTidual  min- 
iater  id  the  couraa  of  aeveral  rean.  The  lacn- 
mtat  of  tbe  Lord'a  Supper  was  on  that  occaaioa 
admmiaterad,  and  recahed  br  fourteen  memban 
of  that  congregation ;  one  half  of  whom  were 
then,  lor  One  lint  time,  admitted  to  the  commu- 
nioo  of  the  Epiacopal  Cbarch.  There  a  a  Bab- 
bath  School,  and  atao  a  Bible  claaa  of  adults,  coo- 
DBCted  with  Sapony  Church ;  and  although  both 
of  them  are  quite  amatl,  yet  their  eriatence  »  an 
••idence  of  an  increaaing  attention  lo  the  aubjecl 
of  laUgko,  which  aSbrda  aome  ancouragetnent  lo 
their  paator.     A(  [ha  other  placee  at  which  be 

not  bad  the  aame  cauae  (oc  encoatuement  u  il 
Sapony:  public  wonhip  ia  but  thiidr  auended ; 
and  the  aamcBa  of  oar  church  are  ao  much  dio- 
lafaidad,  that  he  hat  aa  <ret  been  nnable  to  uae 
*'■- "'"irjl  with  any  lolerable  deme  of  regularity. 
i*,boweTtT,  genenlly,  within  the  aphere  ol 
aproiement  in  the 
laltend  public  wor- 
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ahip.  which,  although  ^  ^ ,_. 

cient  to  prevent  hrm  from  fainting  in  decpair. 
Same  few  indinduala,  il  la  hopiad,  aia  aerioaaly 
mquiring  Uie  way  to  Zion,  and  four  hare  been 
admitled  to  the  commuaion.  During  the  laal 
month,  the  rector  of  Ibia  parish  haa  engaged  lo 
wend  one  week  in  each  month  in  the  aenice  of 
Oe  Female  Hiiaiantry  Society  of  Pelerehurg. 
Hia  plan  ia  lo  preveb  during  thai  week  al  two 
pkcea  in  lb*  eooniy  of  Suwei,  at  one  in  Suiry, 
.    M  ana  in  Prinea  Oeorge,  and  at  Kawiddia  oonit- 
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part  of  mambere  of  tha  ctainich  that  baa  hithHU 
appeared,  and  a  laodenKat  nndat  Um- miniatialiM 
<rf  the  word  which  pnma  that  the  Spant  ti  Iba 

Lord  it  aecretly,bDt,w«tniaL*iralyatworkBpie 
the  heart.     For  Iheae  hTouiable  aigiiihf  tiTr'^ni 

Ktitude  it  fell  lo  Itw  great  Hawl  o<  ihc  <-i..j',h. 

eight  funeralt — one  mamage. 

The  ractor  alio  repoTti,  in  rafereiKe  to  Ibia 
church,  that  abont  300  dollaie  baie  been  tnbacn- 
bed  lowsrda  ila  lepaira;  the  mttorialt  ban  baa 
porcbaaed,  the  workmen  employed,  and  be  H- 
pecla  aoon  to  tee  this  (the  oldeat  church  in  Vr. 
-nia  DOW  at«iidmi)put  a  in  (wnfbrtabia  cmditkn. 
WiLLUK  G.  a.  Jona. 

at,  PauVt  Church,  SuHblk.  Tbii  cbnich  a 
under  the  care  oC  tha  rector  of  St  Luke'a  Chor^ 
Since  Ibe  laal  Coniention  be  hat  had  raaaoa  hart 

praiae  God  and  take  coniage.    Fifteen  bho- 

ra  have  been  added  to  Ibe  communion.  Tba 
Bliendance  al  church  ia  geDerally  taapeetabia  arf 
igular,  and  the  conduct  of  Uie  membera  dnriv 
worahip  highly  reierenl.  Tbiee  aduli  litjiiiiiia 
-immunicanla  twenty.       Willuh  G.  H.  Jsiia 

Suffolk,  May  13,  ltS8,  I  bate  not  held  a  paM 
I  a  cocaider^le  tima.  Tha  cbnrchea  is  tla 
•untiee  of  Naoaemond  and  lale  of  Wight  heii( 
(until  Tery  late)  daatitule  of  miniatcn,  I  eta- 
■idered  thai  I  could  promote  tbe  intemt  itf  rdl- 
gion  bettei  by  exlaaduig  my  laboura  to  them  A 
than  by  conGtiing  Iham  to  a  aingle  church.  AgiW 
ably  to  the  requeal  of  tha  hiahop,  as  aaaociatiui  tl 
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■linktan,  canaktiiiff  of  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Jonss,  and 
myMlf,  ¥ras  held  id  Smithfieki  on  the  llih  of 
▲pril*  and  at  the  church  in  Sorry  on  the  follow- 
ing  day,  where  we  oflSciated  to  large  and  atten- 
tive  congregatuHis.  Baptisms  tlurty-one  (nine 
adults),  seven  were  hlacks — funerals  nine — mar- 
riages seven.  Jacob  Kbelino. 

Trinity  Church,  Portsmouth  parish.  There 
have  been  ackled  to  the  communion,  since  the  last 
report,  eight  mdiTidaala.  There  are  several  others 
belonging  to  this  charge  who  are  deeply  impressed 
with  the  necessity  and  importance  of  religion,  but 
Who  have  not  yet  obtained  that  satiBfactiuii  in  their 
own  minds,  with  respect  to  the  change  of  lie  art, 
which  they  think  is  necessary  to  warrant  them  in 
makingan  open  prc^sssion  of  being  on  the  LfOrd's 
aide.  The  pieaamg  hope  is,  however,  confidently 
indulged,  that  it  wul  not  be  verv  long  before  i»ome 
of  these  individuals  will  be  acided  to  the  list  of 
worthy  communicants.  The  temporal  condition 
of  thia  congregation,  the  rector  is  also  happy  to 
state,  haa  much  improved  within  the  last  year. 
The  pewa  have  all  been  rented  out  but  two,  and 
meaaures  are  now  taking  for  adding  sidii  galleries 
to  the  church,  in  which  to  erect  otoere. 

There  are  attached  to  the  ccmgregation  several 
aodeliea;  the  most  important  of  which  are  a 
Sunday  School,  a  Bible  class,  and  a  Female 
Working  Socieu  j  all  of  which,  it  is  believed,  are 
exerting  a  benencial  influence.  Our  weekly  lec- 
torea  are  still  kept  up,  and  it  is  hoped,  from  the 
attendance  on  them,  that  they  are  not  wholly  with- 
out their  good  effects.  Marriages  three — baptisms 
nine,  two  of  which  were  adults — present  number 
cmT  communicants  twenty -four— funerals  six. 

John  H.  Winopield. 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk.  The  rector  rei>orts  to 
the  Convention  that,  during  the  past  year,  he  has 
administered  baptism  to  twenty -six  persons,  of 
whom  thiee  were  adulta^there  have  ueen  twelve 
marriages  twenty-nine  burials— and  eighteen  per- 
aona  admitted  to  the  communion,  making  the  pres- 
ent number  of  communicants  one  hundred  and 
ninety-four.  At  the  bishop's  visit  in  June  lost, 
sixteen  were  confirmed.  The  Bible  class  is  in 
about  the  aame  condition  as  last  reported.  The 
Sunday  School  numbers  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  scholars  and  twenty-two  teachers.  The 
comer-sUxie  of  the  new  dburch  was  laid  by  the 
Right  Rev.  the  Bishop  on  the  20th  of  June  last. 
The  edifice  is  nearlj  completed,  and  will  be  ready 
for  consecration,  it  is  hoped,  in  July  ensuing.  Its 
dimensioDs  are  96  feet  by  85.  It  is  built  of  brick, 
with  a  laige  veatry-room  in  the  rear,  and  a  steeple 
calcnlatea  for  a  clock  and  bell,  and  115  feet  in 
height. 

During  the  last  year  there  have  been  con- 
tributed by  the  parish  to  the  Education 

Society, S584  80 

To  the  bishop's  assistant's  salary,        -        20  00 
The  contingent  fund  of  the  diocess,     •        30  80 

9635  60 
The  rector  rejoices  to  inform  the  C-onvcntion 
that  the  affairs  of  the  congreCTtion  are  in  a  pros- 
perous condition ;  and  especi^ly  that  its  spintual 
state  is,  perhaps,  more  promising  and  satisfactory 
than  it  haa  ever  been  during  the  ministry  of  the 
incumbent.  Hknry  W.  Ddcacuet. 

Suffolk,  Va.  Last  summer  I  left  the  diocess 
of  MaryUnd  and  came  to  this  place,  in  which  I 
haTe  been  occupied  orincipally  in  teaching  school. 
.But,  during  my  residence  here,  I  have  frequently 
performed  divine  service.  Since  the  commence- 
ment of  this  Tear  1  have  superinten<led  a  Sunday 
School,  which  consists  of  about  thirty  scholars. 
Marriages  three— one  funeraL      Iba  Pakekk. 


A  reaolntion  reladTe  to  the  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  delegates  to  repreaent  thia  diocess 
to  the  General  Convention  was  offiBred,  and,  (m 
motion,  the  same  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duc»- 
chct,  that  the  Convention  do  now  take  up  and 
consider  the  report  made  to  the  Mki  Convention 
by  the  special  committee  to  whom  had  been  re- 
ferred the  communication  from  the  secretaries 
of  the  House  of  Bishops  and  of  the  House  of 
Clerical  and  Lay  Delesates  to  the  secretary  of 
this  Convention — whicn  motion  was  rejected. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  lliat  the  next  Conven- 
tion of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the 
diocess  of  Virginia  be  held  in  the  town  of 
Charlottesville,  on  the  Wednesday  before  the 
third  Thursday  in  May  next. 

The  president  having  retired,  Mr.  H.  Nelson 
was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Meade,  from  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Theological  School,  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  read. 

Report  of  the  board  of  tnutees  of  the  TTuologiad 
tSemimary  of  Virginia,  to  tfu  Convention,  had  us 
Petenbvg,  May  15,  1828. 
It  will  be  remembered,  that  at  the  last  Conven- 
tion, the  trustees  obtained  leave  to  locate  the  sem- 
inary in  the  neighbourhood  of  Alexandria,  should 
it  be  found  practicable.    In  order  to  ascertain  this, 
a  committee  was  appointed,  with  full  powers  to 
select  an  eligible  site,  to  erect  the  necessary  builds 
ings,  and  to  raise  the  funds  for  defhiying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  same.    The  committee  accordingly 
repaired  to  Alexandria  in  the  month  of  June,  uia 
after  some  time  spent  in  surveying  the  diffisrent 
situations  which  were  offered,  made  a  selection  of 
one,  which,  on  account  of  the  healthiness  of  its- 
atmosphere,  the  beauty  of  its  prospect,  and  it» 
many  conveniences,  has  given  universal  satisfac- 
tion to  the  professors,  students,  friends,  and  vis- 
iters of  our  seminary.    The  lot  of  land  which  wae 
purchased  contained  about  sixty-two  acres,  the 
half  of  which  was  cleared,  well  enclosed,  and  cov- 
erc^d  with  grass,    l^ho  remainder  is  in  young  tim- 
ber, which  will  soon  yield   no    inconsiderable 
allowance  of  fuel.    The  buildings  upon  it  consist- 
ed of  a  new  brick  dwelling-house,  with  all  neces- 
sarv  out-buildings  for  the  comfort  of  a  family.    A 
wcll-CQclosed  gaiden  and  promising  young  orchard 
were  also  among  the  improvements  of  the  place^ 
The  cost  of  the  establishment  was  five  thousand 
dollars.    I'his  we  were  enabled  to  pay  at  once, 
by  the  assistance  of  our  treasurer,  Mr.  John  Gray, 
who  kuidly  advanced  the  whule,  relying  for  the 
return  of  it  upon  the  collections  to  be  afterward 
made.    It  was  now  ncceasarv  to  erect,  without 
delay,  a  suitable  edifice  for  the  reception  of  the 
students,  and  of  such  person  or  persons  as  should 
be  employed  to  atleiKi  to  their  temporal  comforta. 
Accordingly,  a  brick  house  of  three  stories,  con- 
taining twelve  rooms,  besides  a  basement  story? 
ftfibrdmg  a  dining-room,  kitchen,  and  closets,  waa 
immediately  erected,  the  cost  of  which  has  ex- 
ceeded three  thousand  dollars.    This  we  were 
enabled  to  discharge  by  a  loan  from  the  Educa- 
tion Society  of  two  thousand  dollars,  and  a  fur- 
ther advance  from  our  treasurer  and  ever-ready 
friend  Mr.  John  Gray.    To  relieve  ourselves  from 
the  obligations  thus  incurred  a  new  subscnption 
was  commenced,  which,  by  tho  united  exertiuna 
of  the  friends  of  the  seminary,  has  already  reached 
the  amount  of  the  debt  which  was  contracted, 
being  somewhat  more  than  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars.   As  this,  however,  is  payable  in  annual  in- 
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rtiliBMite«f  two,tliTM.aid  fbnr  TBvt,  tnd  the 
iafcaniA  on  the  moner  Mvuieed  k  itill  incrauiBff 
the  debt,  it  is  plain  that  the  preeeot  aabeciiptioB 
win  noi  aufltoe  to  diecherge  the  nine  with  the  in- 
teieet  accniinff.  Other  baiMiDn  are  also  necee- 
aaiy  to  complete  the  eataMiinnwrnr.  Another 
houae  for  the  reaidence  of  one  of  the  profeeaon, 
who  ia  at  pment  liyiny  at  an  inconvenient  dia- 
tancOf  ia  Tory  deeirable,  and  a  moat  conTenient 
aitoation  preaents  itaelf  on  the  aeminaiy  fium.  So 
aooo  aa  our  meana  will  jnstiry  the  meaaure,itwiU 
be  alao  deairable  to  have  a  building  for  the  por^ 
poaaa  to  which  the  baaement  story  is  now  devo- 
ted, bat  for  which  it  is  by  no  meana  sufficient  In 
the  same  boilding  might  be  a  lecture-room  and 
library,  for  which  the  private  apartmenta  of  our 
preaent  edifice  are  now  made  to  anawer.  Theee 
additional  buildings  will,  of  coarse,  require  a  large 
increaae  of  our  funda.  nor  ahall  we  venture  to  pro- 
ceed ontil  aaaored  that  the  contributiona  of  oor 
friends  will  justify  the  undertaking. 

It  becomea  us  alao  to  make  a  further  atatement 
of  oar  pecuniary  concerns,  that  the  members  and 
fiienda  of  the  church  may  not  be  mistaken  aa  to 
our  condition,  and  relax  their  exertions  or  with- 
hokl  their  charitiea,  on  the  supposition  that  oar 
need  ia  not  ao  gr«it  as  it  really  la.  Towarda  the 
endowment  of  two  professorshipe,  each  requiring 
not  leas  than  fifteen  thouaand  dollars,  we  have,  aa 
vet,  onlv  realiied  the  sum  d  ten  thclaaand  aeven 
nandred  and  thirtv-four  doUara  and  forty-two 
eenta.  It  ia  true  tnat  the  unremitting  eiertiona 
of  the  Female  Auxiliary  Education  Sodatiea  have 
thoa  iar  enabled  us  to  have  the  eetviceaof  two 
ptofeseois,  besides  receiving  all  the  poor  and  piooa 
ymstioM  who  have  applied  for  admiaaion  into  the 
aeminary.  But  still  we  caimot  cooaider  anv  in- 
atitution  on  a  aure  and  permanent  basis,  without 
a  fund,  whose  interest  will  suffice  for  the  support 
€f  those  officers  who  are  indispensable  to  its  good 
^vemment ;  and  therefore  we  can  never  be  satis- 
hed  until  we  have  realized  the  needful  sum. 

In  order  to  raise  this  amount  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable, the  trustees  at  their  present  meeting  have 
appointed  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cobbs,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
M'Guire,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ducachet,  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Meade,  to  solicit  contributions  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  the  latter  of  whom  will  enter  upon  this 
duty  immediately  after  the  Convention,  and  de- 
vote two  or  three  months  to  the  same. 

I'he  trustees,  considering  also  how  much  other 
portions  of  our  country  are  likely  to  be  benefited 
by  the  successful  operation  of  our  seminary,  and 
that  it  is  most  reasonable  that  those  portions 
should  render  us  their  aid  in  its  establishment, 
have  requested  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Alexan- 
dria, the  Rev.  Mr.  Mann,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tyng,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Johns,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henshaw,  of 
Maryland,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bedell,  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'llvsine,  of  New-York,  to  lend 
us  their  aid  in  sohciting  contributions,  wherever 
their  judgment  or  convenience  may  lead  them. 

Having  presented  this  exposition  of  the  funds, 
the  location,  and  the  buildings  of  our  infant  insti- 
tution, we  now  proceed  to  state  the  pleasing  ac- 
complishment of  those  hopes  which  encouraged 
us  to  choose  its  present  location.  We  have  re- 
alized that  freedom  from  the  many  interruptions 
inseparable  from  a  town,  which  formed  a  strong 
inducement  to  its  removal.  Every  incentive  to 
close  application  to  the  exercises  of  piety  is  fur- 
nished to  the  young  candidate  for  the  ministry. 
On  the  Sabbath  they  either  walk  into  Alexandna 
and  attend  the  public  services  of  the  churches,  or 
remain  at  the  seminary,  where,  for  their  benefit 
and  the  benefit  of  many  families  around,  the  ser- 
vice of  the  church  is  read,  and  a  sermon  doli  vexed, 
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them,  leadiDg  the 
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ed,  that  they  evince  a  laodafale  aanl  in  ill 
to  the  inatniction  of  Hkm  childnn  kk  tht  i 
Sonday  Schoola  which  they  have  mfb^tiktmi  h 
Alezandiiaaiid«tthespoiinuT.  imialhMi» 
gaged  in  theee  eurasea  wUch  ilihMifiDr*i 
practical  datiee  on  which  they  are  aoon  lo  oAMi^ 
we  have  the  aaaoiaoee  of  the  purfneeHia  that  tkm 
have  not  been  inattentive  to  ilwee  litmiy  «i 
theological  atddiea  which  are  nenaeein  to  < 
them  lor  the  dafSanoe  of  the  fiuth. 
peat  aesaion  aevcnteen  atndenfc 
the  care  of  the  profeanra,  thoog^ 
are  to  be  conaideied  aa  prapeily  mainban  of 
aeminary,  the  lenainin^  tone  Doioff  ci^i^pd  h 
preparatory  etodiea,  iHueh  wiU  qoalilj  thepi  ti 
enter  at  aome  fataiB  period.  It  wiUlieaMitM> 
couraging  indeed  to  me  ftianda  of  oor  iiilil'iliir^ 
to  behold  aiz  of  thaaajoathei  who  twvo  bean  fci 
a  greater  or  kaeer  period  df  vmm  mutwed  in  am 
aeminary,  pieaeDted  on  the  eBooing  Sabbalh  It 
the  biahop  of  oor  dioceaa,  and,  after  teoeini^ftai 
him  the  proper  onthority,  proceeding  forth  to  thi 
glorioas  work  of  preaching  the  evertailingtMpil 
The  truateee  will  only  sdd,  that  their  hojpaa  ani 
ezpectationa  aa  to  the  eipepaee  of  Irriof  hiM 
been  more  than  reaUaed.  Ftam  theespi  ' 
of  the  preeent  year,  the?  are  ioatifiad  in  i 

that  the  aum  of  aeventr-iive  dallaia  ia  an|^^ , 

ficient  for  the  board  ot  each  itndent,  daiaif  thi 
period  of  the  nine  montha  which  conititntea  Ihi 
aeminary  term. 

In  ooododing  their  repett,  tha  tmateaahaia  li 
record  the  heavy  loaa  aoatained  by  tho  boaidk 
the  death  of  the  lamented  Dr.  Wumer.  Inthii 
as  in  every  other  department  oi  uaefulneaa,  he  had 
ever  disulayed  a  judgmcfht,  zeal,  and  activity  stl- 
dom  to  be  found  umled  in  one  individual.  Tin 
emblems  of  mourning  which  now  deaigpatetlw 
members  of  this  Convention,  evince  tne  huk 
esteem  in  which  his  services  were  held  by  tat 
whole  church. 

On  motion^  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  oii 
hundred  and  twenty  doUara  and  thirty-aevoi 
and  a  half  centa  be  appropriated  to  the  bisho(H 
for  the  support  of  his  assistant,  out  of  the  Coih 
tingent  Fund,  to  make  up,  with  the  sum  paid  ia 
for  that  purpose  during  the  present  ConveB> 
tion,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollara,  ia  po^ 
suance  of  the  pledge  made  by  the  Conventifla 
in  the  year  1826. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  tht 
secretary  his  expenses  incurred  in  attfndisf 
this  Convention. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  unanimoualy.  That  tht 
thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  tbt 
ministers  of  the  Presb^rian,  Methodist,  sad 
Baptist  churches  in  this  place,  for  the  liben? 
ana  kind  offer  of  their  churchea  for  the  use  of 
the  Convention. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  treaaurer  pi^ 
to  the  doorkeeper  of  this  Convention  the  tm 
of  five  dollars  for  his  aervicea^ 

On  motion,  Resolved,  unanimoualy,  That  dn 
thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  dit 
citizens  of  this  place,  for  their  kind  and  hotpi* 
table  attentions  to  the  members  of  the  Convene 
tion  during  ita  session. 


^ 
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On  motUMi,  ReaoWed,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
€)onTentioD  be  preeented  to  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  for  their  faithful  services. 

On  motion,  liesolved,  That  one  thousand 
copies  of  this  Journal  be  printed,  and  distributed 
by  the  secreiary  among  the  parishes. 

The  bishop  appeared  and  took  his  seat  as 
pnsideDt  of  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election, 
b?  ballot,  of  eight  delegates,  to  represent  this 
diocess  in  the  next  General  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United 
States :  whereupon  the  following  gentlemen 
were  duly  elected,  viz. :  Rev.  William  Meade, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  Rcuel  Keith,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Edward 
C.  M'Guire,  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  Dr.  Car- 
ter Berkeley,  Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  Mr.  Hugh 
NelsoD,  and  Mr.  James  M.  Gamett. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  meet 
in  the  town  of  Charlottesville,  on  the  Wednes- 
day before  the  third  Thursday  in  May  next. 
RicHAao  Channing  Moori, 
Bishop  of  the  P.  £.  Church  of  Virginia. 

Teste,        John  G.  Williams,  Secretary. 

On  Sunday  evening.  May  18th,  the  clergy  and 
laity  of  the  Convention  assembled  round  the  altar, 
when  the  bishop  addressed  and  took  his  leave  of 
tiwm  as  follows : — 

BiBTHaBN, — Agreeably  to  that  practice  which 
has  always  marked  the  close  of  our  Conventional 
labours,  we  surround  the  altar  of  the  Redeemer 
to  express  our  thankfulness  to  him  for  that  unity 
whicn  has  distinguished  our  proceedings,  and  for 
the  spiritual  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  during  our 
association,  and  also  to  take  an  affectionate  leave 
of  each  other. 

When  we  call  to  view  the  important  concerns 
in  which  we  have  been  engaged,  and  consider  the 
peaceful  spirit  in  which  tliose  concerns  have  been 
tEansactecr,how  heartfelt  should  be  the  expression 
of  our  gratitude  to  God !  The  Theological  Semi- 
nary, that  school  of  the  prophets,  that  nursery  of 
the  church,  from  which  we  have  received  so  much 
benefit  and  advantage,  and  from  which  we  have 
reason  to  expect  stillgreater  results,  has  received 
fiom  the  benefactions  of  our  friends  an  impulse 
which,  we  trust,  vidll  ensure  its  success,  and  render 
it  an  c^ject  of  commanding  importance  not  only 
to  this  diocess,  but  to  our  religious  community  in 
general. 

Seven  young  men,  six  of  whom  are  alumni  of 
that  institution,  have  this  day  been  admitted  to 
holy  orders.  Men,  from  whose  labours  parishes 
which  have  been  destitute  for  many  years  will  be 
supplied,  and  the  word  of  life  communicated  to 
thoae  who  have  looked  to  us  for  spiritual  help. 
Yes !  the  walls  of  some  of  our  churcnes,  in  which 
the  voice  of  the  gospel  has  not  been  heard  for 
twenty  years,  will  again  resound  with  the  glad 
tidings  of  salvation,  and  wake  the  prayers  and 
praises  of  our  people.  The  hungry  will  be  fed 
with  the  bread  of  me ;  the  thirsty  will  be  led  to 
the  fountain  of  ever-living  waters  that  they  may 
drink;  the  croes  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  be 
exhibited  to  their  view,  and  poor  weeping  peni- 
tents be  directed  to  Calvary  for  the  salvation  of 
their  immortal  soula  My  heart  vibrates  with  joy 
at  the  glowing  prospect  presented  to  our  view, 
ind  my  soul  rejoices  m  the  prosperity  of  our  Zion. 
When  we  contemplate  the  blessings  with  which 
God  in  his  mercy  hath  favoured  us,  we  have  rea- 
son to  take  courage  and  press  forward  in  the  dis- 
charge of  our  duty.    It  is  by  the  preaching  of  the 


gospel  in  its  purity  that  we  are  to  expect  a  con- 
tiiiuance  of  the  divine  favour.    It  is  the  cross  of 
a  crucified  Jesus  under  which  we  have  rallied ; 
and  while  that  croes  continues  to  form  the  banner 
under  which  we  fight  the  fight  of  faith,  the  bles- 
sing of  God  will  descend  upon  us  in  profusion,  and 
our  preaching  prove  the  savour  of^life  to  those 
who  hear  us.    \  es,  my  brethren,  1  repeat  the  dec- 
laration :  if  we  expect  to  succeed  in  our  ministry, 
and  to  see  the  work  of  the  Lord  prosper  in  our 
hands,  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified,  must  con- 
stitute the  basis  of  all  our  discourses — the  anima- 
ting theme  of  all  our  addresses.     Ves !  my  soul 
warms  at  the  thought.     It  is  the  cross  which 
forms  the  ladder  by  which  the  believer  scales  the 
heavens.    The  cross  is  the  throne  of  grace  from 
which  Jesus  answers  prayer,  and  pronounces  par- 
don and  forgiveness  to  the  poor  penitent.    Carry 
your  peoule  to  Gethsemane,  and  show  them  the 
precious  Redeemer  under  the  load  of  their  com- 
plicated guilt,  sweating  great  drops  of  blood ;  con- 
duct them  to  Calvary,  exhibit  the  Saviour  to  their 
view  as  the  only  propitiatory  sacrifice  for  you ; 
aiKl  lest  any  of  your  charge  should  doubt  his  mer- 
ciful disposition,  proclaim  to  them  the  soul-enli- 
vening truth— proclaim  to  them  that  the  Lord 
Jesus  wears  on  his  compassionate  bosom  the 
glorious  inscription,  '*  not  willing  that  any  should 
perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance." 
Go  on,  my  beloved  sons  in  the  ministry,  go  on  in 
the  glorious  work  in  which  you  have  engaged, 
and  the  Lord  Jesus  will  assist  you  with  his  grace, 
and  bless  you  with  the  richest  evidences  of  bis 
love.    Let  ccnitroversy  alone ;  for  it  will  paralyze 
your  minds  and  obstruct  you  in  your  work.  Preach 
the  truth.    Be  attentive  to  your  solemn  vows  of 
conformitv  to  our  worship  wnich  you  have  volun- 
tarily made.    Be  men  of  peace — imitate,  as  far  as 
in  you  lieth,  your  divine  Master.    "  Learn  of  him 
who  was  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  and  you  will 
find  rest  to  your  souls." 

We  are  now,  my  brethren,  to  part  Remember 
that  such  is  the  frail  tenure  of  our  earthly  exist- 
ence, that  it  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  we  shall 
ever  meet  again  in  this  world.  The  last  year  took 
two  from  our  number ;  and  before  the  next  twelve 
months  shall  have  revolved  over  our  beads,  others 
may  be  taken  from  our  ranks,  called  to  give  an 
account  of  their  stewardship.  Strive,  then,  I  be- 
seech you,  to  be  prepared.  Be  much  at  a  throne 
of  grace,  not  only  with  the  people  of  your  charge, 
but  also  in  your  retirement.  When  you  enter 
your  closets,  remember  that  you  are  entering  the 
threshold  of  heaven,  and  say  to  the  world  and  all 
its  delusive  pleasures,  *'  Stay  ye  here  while  I  go 
yonder  and  worship."  By  such  a  course  your 
lamps  will  be  always  trimmed,  your  Ughts  burning 
in  your  hands :  then,  when  the  voice  of  God  shall 
proclaim  the  approach  of  the  bridegroom,  you  will 
be  prepared  to  enter  into  the  everlasting  joy  of  our 

To  the  lay  members  of  the  Convention  I  beg 
leave  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  kind 
co-operation  and  support.  With  many  of  you  I 
have  met  in  Convention  ever  since  my  residence 
in  Virginia,  and  to  your  labour  the  church  is  in- 
debted for  a  large  portion  of  its  success.  The 
clergy  consider  yuu  as  co-workers  with  them,  and 
lean  much  on  you  for  your  counsel  and  advice. 
Be  steadfast  ana  immoveable,  always  abounding  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  your  labour  will  not  be 
in  vain  in  the  Lord.  My  brethren,  I  bid  you  all  an 
affectionate  farewell;  and  should  we  never  meet 
in  this  vale  of  tears,  Ob  may  we  meet  in  that  hap- 
py world  prepared  for  the  righteous,  and  enjoy  that 
rest  which  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God.  Breth- 
rcn,  farewell.  Richard  C.  Moork. 
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Journal  of  the  ProcudingM  of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant  EpUenal  Chmrek  of  tha  Diautt 
of  Virginia,  which  aeeembled  in  the  town  of  CharlotteetiUe,  on  Wednesday,  the  90th  day  of 
May,  1839. 


This  being  the  day  and  place  appointed  fo» 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Convention  oi  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocess  of 
Virginia,  several  clergymen  and  lay  delegates 
attended  divine  service  in  the  Episcopal  Church 
in  this  town. 

Morning  prayers  were  read  by  the  Rev.  Adam 
Empie,  and  a  sermon  preached  by  the  Ilev.  John 
H.  Wingfield. 

After  divine  service  (the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
Moore  beina;  prevented  by  indisposition  from 
attending),  the  Rev.  William  Meade,  D.  D.,  was 
elected,  l)y  joint  ballot  of  the  clerical  and  lay 
delegates,  in  conformity  with  the  canons  of  the 
church,  president  pro  tempore  of  this  Conven- 
tion, ana  accordingly  took  his  seat  as  such. 

The  following  clergymen,  entitled  to  seats  in 
this  Convention,  appeared,  viz.  : — 

The  Rev.  Ebenezer  Boyden,  Augusta  parish, 
Staunton ;  the  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  Rus- 
sell parish,  Bedford  county  ;  the  Rev.  John  Cole, 
officiating  in  Surry  and  Prince  George  coun- 
ties ;  the  Rev.  John  Cooke,  St.  Martin's  parish, 
Hanover  and  Louisa  counties ;  the  Rev.  Robert 
B.  Croes,  assistant  minister  of  the  Monumental  i 
Church,  Richmond ;  the  Rev.  Charles  Dresser, 
Antrim  parish,  Halifax  county ;  the  Rev.  Henry 
\¥.  Ducachet,  M.  D.  ,Chri8t  Church,  Norfolk ;  the 
Rev.  James  Doughen,  parish  of  St  James,  Nor- 
tham,  Goochland  county  *,  the  Rev.  Adam  Empie, 
rector  of  Bruton  parish,  and  President  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  College,  Williamsburg ;  the  Rev. 
Zachariah  H.  Goldsmith,  St.  George*s  parish, 
Accomack  county ;  the  Rev.  John  Granuner, 
Bath  parish,  Dinwiddie  county  ;  the  Rev.  Caleb 
J.  Good,  St.  Margaret's  parish,  Caroline  county  ; 
the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  Fredericksville 
parish,  Albemarle  county ;  the  Rev.  Johannes 
Edward  Jackson,  Christ  Church,  Frederick 
parish,  Frederick  county;  the  Rev.  William 
Jackson,  St.  PauPs  Church,  Alexandria ;  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Jackson,  Shclbume  parish,  Lou- 
doun county ;  the  Rev.  W'illiam  G.  H.  Jones, 
parish  of  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight ;  the  Rev. 
Reuel  Keith,  D.  D.,  Professor  in  the  Theologi- 
cal School  of  this  diocess  near  Alexandria  ; 
the  Rev.  George  Lenion,  Hamilton  and  Leeds 
parishes,  Fauquier  county  ;  the  Rev.  William 
F.  Lee,  Henrico  parish,  Henrico  county;  the 
Rev.  William  Meade,  D.  D.,  Frederick  parish, 
Frederick  county ;  the  Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire, 
St.  George's  parish,  Fredericksburg  ;  the  Rev. 
John  P.  M'Guire,  St.  Anne's  and  South  Fam- 
ham  parishes,  Essex  ;  the  Rev.  Nahum  G.  Os- 
good, Moore's  pari^,  Campbell  county  ;  the 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Pace,  Lexington  parisn,  Am- 
herst county  •,  the  Rev.  Edward  W.  Peet,  St 
Paul's  parish.  King  George  county  ;  the  Rev. 
John  Philips,  Cumberland  parish,  Lunenburg 
county  ;  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Smithy  St.  Stephen's 
Church,  ("ulpepper  county  ;  the  Rev.  John  H. 
Wingfield,  Portsmouth  parish,  Norfolk  county. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  WUUam  Mayo,  Dr.  Carter 


Berkeley,  and  Mr.  John  O.  Williams,  be  a  cobh 
mitiee  to  examine  the  certificates  of  lay  delegates ; 
who  then  withdrew,  and,  after  a  thmt  time,  r^ 
turned  and  presented  the  foUowiqg  report : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
certificates  of  the  lay  delegates  have,  accofdiqg 
to  order,  examined  the  aame,  and  report,  that 
the  following  persons  have  been  duly  elected 
lay  delegates  to  this  Convention. 

Thomas  Marshall,  Leeds  parish,  Fauquier 
county ;  Dr.  Hector  Harris,  Hamilton  perish, 
Fauauier  county ;  Thomas  Withers,  jr.,  Bristol 
parish,  Petersburg;  John  H.  Hill,  St  Puil'i 
Church,  Alexandria ;  William  H.  Thompson, 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk  ;  Dr.  Carter  Berkeley, 
St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa  coun- 
ties ;  Junius  A.  Clay  and  Flulip  A.  Boiling, 
Tillotson  parish,  Buckingham ;  Thomas  Nelson, 
Portsmouth  pariah,  Norfolk  county ;  Obed  Waile, 
Christ  Church,  Winchester ;  Dr.  E.  A.  Mor- 
rison, Bath  parish,  Dinwiddie  county;  Philip 
Nelson,  Frederick  parish,  Frederick  county; 
Edward  B.  Withers,  Moore's  parish,  CampbeQ 
county ;  Westwood  S.  Armistesd,  Elisabeth 
City  parish,  Elizabeth  Ci^  coun^ ;  Thmmsr 
Hoggard,  Lynnhaven  parish,  Prmcess  Anne 
county ;  Hugh  Nelson,  Fredericksville  parish, 
Albemarle  county ;  John  Nelson,  St.  James's 
parish,  Mecklcnbunr  county  ;  William  Boiling, 
St.  James's  parish,  Northam,  Goochland  county ; 
Edward  Rouzee,  Vauter's  Church,  Sl  Anne'i 
parish,  Essex  county  ;  John  Gray,  St.  Geoige'i 
parish,  Fredericksburg ;  John  G.  Lawrence,  St 
Margaret's  parish,  Caroline  county ;  Wm.  Mayo 
and  John  G.  Williams,  Monumental  Church, 
Richmond;  Seth  Ward,  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Lynchburg  ;  Parke  F.  Berkeley,  Antrim  parish, 
Halifax  county  ;  John  Stuart,  St.  Paul's  nuish. 
King  George  county  ;  Walter  W.  Wet>b,Brutoa 
parish,  WHliamsburg ;  Isaac  Winston,  St  Ste- 
phen's Church,  Culpepper  county  ;  Richard  S. 
Ellis,  Lexington  parish,  Amherst  county ;  Ed- 
mund I.  Ijee,  Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  Fair- 
fax parish  ;  Gerrard  Alexander,  Russell  parish, 
Bedford  county ;  John  L.  Thomas,Christ  Church, 
Norbome  parish,  Berkeley  county  ;  Benjamin 
B.  Taliaferro,  Henrico  parish,  Henrico  coun^. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  foUowuy 
rules  of  order,  adopted  by  the  last  ConventioD 
for  the  ffovemment  of  their  proceedings,  be  the 
rules  of  proceeding  during  the  present  Coo- 
vcntion  : — 

1 .  The  business  of  every  day  ahall  be  intio* 
duced  with  prayer. 

2.  When  the  president  takes  the  chair,  b» 
member  shall  continue  standing,  or  shall  aftO' 
ward  stand  up,  except  to  address  the  chair. 

3.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  tbt 
service  of  the  house  unless  he  have  leave,  « 
be  unable  to  attend. 

4.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in 
debate,  or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  be 
shall,  with  due  respect,  address  himself  to  tbf 
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pwidcnt,  eonfininf  UmMlf  ttrictly  to  tlw  point 
ID  debate. 

5.  No  member  shall  tpeiik  more  than  twice 
in  the  same  debate  without  leave  of  the  houae. 

6.  A  question  being  once  determined  shall 
■tuid  as  the  jodgroenc  of  the  house,  snd  shall 
not  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the  same 
•Maion,  unless  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds 
of  the  bonse. 

7.  While  the  president  is  putting  any  queation, 
dw  mnmbera  shall  continue  in  their  seata,  and 
ihall  not  hold  any  private  discourse. 

6.  Every  member  who  shsll  be  in  the  house 
when  any  qoestion  is  put,  shall,  on  a  division. 
b«  counted,  unless  he  be  personally  interested 
in  the  decision. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  as  before  the 
boose  onlees  it  be  seconded,  and,  when  required, 
ffodoced  to  writing. 

10.  When  any  question  is  before  the  house, 
il  shall  be  determined  upon  before  any  new 
duqg  is  introduced,  except  the  question  of  ad- 
joonnnent. 

11.  The  question  on  a  motion  of  adjoum- 
■MDt  ahall  be  taken  before  any  other,  and  with- 
oot  debate. 

IS.  When  the  house  is  about  to  rise,  every 
shall  keep  his  seat  until  the  president 
leave  his  chair. 
Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Croes,  the 
Rov.  Thomaa  Jackson,  the  Rev.  George  A. 
0Billu  the  Rev.  John  Cooke,  and  the  Rev. 
William  G.  H.  Jones  be  a  committee  to  ex- 
tmme  the  parochial  reports. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch, 
tho  Rev.  Adam  Empie,  the  Rnv  George  I^inon, 
tho  Her.  Henry  w!  Ducachet,  M.  D.,  the  Rev. 
Vicbolas  H.  Cobbs,  Mr.  Genrard  Alexander,  Mr 
Hogh  Nelson,  and  Mr.  William  H.  Thompson, 
bo  a  committee  to  uke  into  consideraiion  the 
ttate  of  the  church  in  this  diocess,  and  report 
Iboreupon  to  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee,  the  Rev. 
Edward  Jackson,  and  Mr   Richard  Ellis,  be  a 
to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  treas- 
of  the  fund  for  the  permanent  support  o(  the 
in  this  diocess. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  William  F.  Lee,  Mr. 
%ed  Waite,  and  Mr.  Seth  Ward,  be  a  commit- 
ao  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev  William  Jackson,  Mr. 
nomas  Marahall,  and  the  Rev.  John  P.  M^Guire, 
m  a  committee  to  examine  the  state  of  the 
und  for  the  support  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
if  deceased  clergymen. 

The  secreury  then   received  the  following 
rODtribotioos  from  sundry  parishes  of  this  diocess 
'or  the  Contingent  Fund : — 
>eds  parish,  Fauquier  county, 
iamiliOD  pariah,  Fauquier  county, 
Iristol  parish,  Putersburg, 
Shrist  Uhurch,  Norfolk,     - 
b.  Martinis  parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa 

counties,  .... 
Logusta  parish,  Augusta  county, 
Ibnst  Chorch,  Winchester, 


Aourant  brousfat  forward,  $135 

Bath  parish,  Dinwiddie  county,  -     15 

Frederick  parish,  Frederick  county,     - 
Moore's  parish,  Campbell  county, 
Elisabeth  City  parish,  Elizabeth  City 
county,  .        -         .        .        - 

Lynnhaven  parish.  Princess  Anne, 
St.  James*s  parish,  Mecklenburg  county, 
St.  James's  parish.  Northern,  Goochland 
county,         ..... 
Vauter's   Church,   St.  Anne's  parish, 

Essex, 

St.  George's  parish,  Fredericksburg,  - 
St.  Margaret's  parish,  Carohne  county. 
Monumental  Church,  Richmond, 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg,    - 
Antrim  parish,  Halifax  county,    - 
St.  Paul's  parish.  King  George  county, 
Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg, 
St.  Stephen's  parish,  Culpepper  county, 
Lexington  parish,  Amherst  county, 
Christ    Church,    Alexandria,    Fairfax 
parish,  ..... 

Russell  parish,  Bedford  county, 
Christ  Church,  Norborne  parish,  Berke- 
ley county,     .        -        .         -        - 
Henrico  parish,  Henrico  county, 
St.  Mark's  parish,  Culpepper  county,    • 
Newport  parish,  Isle  of  \V  ight,    . 
Town  of  Suflblk,        .... 
Shelburne  parish,  lioudoun  county. 
South  Fariihsm  parish,  Essex  county, 
Fredericksville  parish,  Albemarle, 


15  ! 

10  i 

15  i 
10  ( 
14  < 

10  C 

SO  ( 
SO  ( 
8  G 
30 
15 
25 
15 
15 
15 
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C 
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15  a 

30  0 
30  0 

5  0 

15  0 

16  0 
10  0 
10  0 
80  0( 
10  ' 
10  0( 


$579  1^ 

The  following  sums  were  paid  towards  tht 
support  of  the  assistant  to  trie  bishop  in  tlu 
Monumental  Church,  for  the  year  eodmg  May 
1829  :— 


I 

9(1 


815  00 

•  15  00 

•  30  00 

•  30  00 

.  SO  00 

10  00 

15  00 

Hamilton  parish,  Fauquier  county, 

Leeds  parmh,  Fauquier  county, 

Bristol  p^irish,  Petersburg, 

Christ  Church,  Norfolk, 

St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  and  Louiaa 

counties,     .----. 
Portsmouth  parish,  Norfolk  county, 
Frederick  parish,  Frederick  countv, 
Elizabeth    City   parish,    Elizabeth   City 

county,       ..--.. 
St.  Jam<>s'8  parish,  Mecklenburg  county, 
St.  George's  parish,  Frederick^urg, 
St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper  county, 
Henrico  parish,  Henrico  county, 
St.  Mark's  parish,  Culpcpner  county, 
Newport  parish.  Isle  of  Wight, 

Town  of  Suflfolk, 6 

Fredericksville  parish,  Albemarle  covnty,        6 


10 

10 
10 

6 
10 
15 

5 

15 
6 
5 


Amrnintcaniod  forwaid, 


$135  00 


$150 


And  then,  on  motion,  the  Convention  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow  morning,  8  o'clock. 

Thubsday,  May  21,  1829. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
William  Meade. 

TIm  pvochial  roportt  wore  bandod  ta  ud 


nad,  mi  nfCTNd  to  A* 
nchUl  tcpotla. 

Mr.  Hnuf  CbggMt,  >  hj  dd«B*M  of  lli» 
miUi  of  Sbdbume,  Loudmm  caonl;,  ind  Hi. 
Oscnga  W.  Rotbiock,  >  lay  deltnta  of  8t 
Panl'i  Church,  Suflblk,  appBiiBd  Moa  took  theu- 

Tha  Rcnr.  Ptsdnuk  W.  Hatch,  from  tlu 
m  on  tha  lUla  of  the  churah,  inida  ■ 
la  recommitted,  vM. 


m«de  the  rollowing  report : — 

The  committea  lo  wbam  were  referred  fa 
■xuniiutkni  the  Ireuuiai'i  ■ccoont*  hkte  pei- 
fcrnud  that  duly,  and  rapoit  that  the  aoneiad 
■eunnv  ihawinr  ■  baluce  of  9496  llj  centi 
m  the  hand*  of  the  treaiDnir,  ia  comcl,  nod 
Uut  the  different  ilema  are  luppMted  by  propei 
Toaehen,  which  are  Glad  nith  the  accoum. 
William  P.  L»,  Chiiimu. 

On  motion,  Re«>Ued,  That  the  aud  lepott 
b*  nceJTed  and  aKHOted. 

llie  Bar.  Wilfiam  Jaekeon,  from  the  com- 
■ittea  to  iriiom  waa  lefarred  tha  eumination 
«f  the  aecoonta  of  the  treaanraT  of  the  fond  foi 
the  nliaf  of  tha  widowa  and  oi^una  of  deceaa- 
■d  claigTman  of  tha  Epaeoptf  Church  irf  ViF 
^nia,  made  tha  following  report : — 

The  committee  on  3m  Widowa'  Fund  beg 
leare  to  report,  that  tbej  haie 
tleaiurei's  accounl,  and  iai  it  c 


TktJmU  art  ai/Mouii.— 
United  Slalea  three  percent,  stock,  •S,037  76 
7*  ahaiea  of  Faimen*  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria Btock,  u  par,  -        -    3,700  00 
S  ihuea  o\  Aleiuidria  bank-atock, 


wherenpon  tha  faBowing  aaiiilniiaii  aeie  i^    ' 
elaelad,  via. :— tha  Sa*.  Renal  lUA,  D.  D,    \ 


Jackaim,  Mi.  John  H 
and  Ur.  John  Oiaf. 

Tlw   Mlowing  TRmt  of  tha  e 
whom  waa  lefecrad  tlie  ooa 

■ecietahaa  pf  tha  Hooaa  oL _,, 

Honaa  of  Clarieal  and  Im]  Dalagataa,  ^cn  At 
pinpeaad  altanliaoa  of  the  litoigj,  mada  to  iki 
Coorantion  held  in  Fiaderiekatan  in  tbaiMt 
1SS7,  waa  called  op,  lead,  and.  on  mmka,  id» 
red  to  the  committaa  of  tlia  whiria.  . 

The cnpimttteo  to  whmn  waa  ttttuwiMtm^ 
monntwDfanD  the  aacrataiiea  of  thaHsHBrf 
BiahoFa  and  of  Iba  Hooae  of  Ctarical  ^  hr 
UepuUee,  andar  dale  of  SOIh  Dacmbar,  UH;  » 
port,  that  ttiej  hare  attentirelT  T-T»liaad  Aa 
aubjecta  raferrad  to  them,  and  tbal  tha;  hm 
nDanimooaty  agieed  lo  necDUDaiid  to  tta  0^ 
ireniiDD  the  adiMjon  of  the  toUowinc  naeWi«ft 

1.  RasirfTed,  That  anraltentiooa  m  "  tlaok 
der  how  tfae  paaltar  la  appcdntad  to  b>  iMd,"  «■ 
"Tba  order  how  the  real  of  the  Hoi)  Sd^taaB 
appcuitad  to  be  laad,"  are,m  Iha  ofjnkaaf  ll> 
CdoTentiao,  nncallad  ftt  b^  the  ttala  tf  It* 
chnich,  and  entirely  ineipadiant. 

2.  Raaoliied,  Thai  the  pnaant  pnlwe  la  the 
ccofimalkm  ofllce  h**la|  be«D  ao  lane  in  •> 
withoni  being  Ike  »nb)ect  «(  befMal  or  raal 


ncy  to  prodace  dw 
some,  and  perhapa  lo  1e 
sy.  II  la  uncalled  for  an 


lefotfiaaUd 


It  par. 


600  ( 


1  (hare  of  Bank  of  Virginia  atock, 

at  par,      -----  iw  uu 

Ilob«il  Andrewa'a  eatate,  balance 
of  note,  with  inteieit  from  30tb 
April,  1839,  uU  paid,         -        •        399  S3 

Cash  on  band,.       -        -        -        -        380  97 

•7,117  98 

On  motion,  ReaoUed,  That  the  aaid  report 
be  received  and  approred. 

On  motion,  Reaotied,  That  a  commillee  be 
ai^inted  te  take  into  coniideralion  the  lawa 
and  regulatiana  for  the  Roierninent  of  the  ao- 
ciely  for  the  relief  of  diitreBsed  vridowi  and 
orphana  of  clergymen,  and  make  report  there- 
upon to  the  neit  Cauvenlion ;  and  the  Rev. 
WdliMn  Meade,  the  Rev.  Edward  C.  M-Guire, 
tha  Rey.  Reuel  Keith,  and  Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee, 
were  appointed. 

The  proceedings  of  the  tundiog  committee 
during  the  lait  year  were  read. 

The  aeaajon  wai  then  auapended,  for  the  jnir- 

poae  of  attending  divine  aernce  by  the  KoT. 

Thomaa  Jsckaon,  and   a    teimon  tnr  Ihs  Re>. 

k  Ocoige  Lemon.     After  which  the  aaanon  waa 


J     4,  ReBoT>__. „ 

ately  after  the  conununioo  aBrTice  appBaia,  ■ 
now  sianda,  to  be  aufRcienlly  explicit,  and  tlia 
opoeed  alLeration  in  It  aeema  to  be  inUmlelj 
mnecied  with  the  furegoiDg  pn^toeed  cbangWiM 
ecjuiUy  uncalled  for  and  ineipedient. 
5.  HewilTed,  Thai,  aa  thn  Conrantion  diaap- 
ovea  of  the  propoaed  alteiationa,  the  delaptioa 


6.  Hi 


.  That  wherei 
I  lo  the  8th  atticle  of  Ihi 
!h,  by  which  the  nordi 


the   propoeed  ad- 
:«%autDtioQ  of  Om 

■'orthoaiticleaof 
-Piigiun,  aiB  u)  ue  inacTieci  ailer  the  woida,  "Of 
)ther  oScera  of  the  cbuich,"  aemu  to  be  a  na 
lonable  and  eiliitary  praviiiion,  Ihia  CoiiTentiea 
lo  entirely  ippnne  the  same,  and  accordingly : 

Jmmend  it  lolbe  au^iort  of  their  rep — 

All  which  IS  respectfully  reported. 

HENtv''w.  "o^^ilCT,' 

Tbe  bouse  than  reaoWed  itaalf  into  a 
□iiiee  of  the  whole,  the  Rot.  Mi.  Hatch  i 
:hair,  and  after  boom  time  apent  tbeicii 
oioniittee  rose,  reported  progieaa, 
eave    to  ait   a^in,    which,    on    m< 

RcBolted,  That  the  ConvsntiM 
id)aurn,  to  meet  again  at  a  quarter  befon  ^ 
'clock. 


CONTENTION  OF  II 


l^HDAT  AmnooH,  Hit  ai,  IS29. 
Hw  CtHiTeaiion  met  agun  tceoidiug  to  a 


Mr.  P«t«i  H'Vielur,  a  lay  delents  of  Ibe  pv- 
iih  of  St.  Asdrew'B,  appeared  and  look  hi*  •«■. 

TIm  bODH  again,  on  motion,  resolved  iuelT 
inta  a  conuniUBe  of  the  whole,  ihe  Rev.  Mr. 
Haleh  in  the  chair  ;  and,  after  lome  time  ipeni 
ihareiQ,  roee  and  npoited  the  foil  awing  proam- 
fala  and  resolnEian,  u  a  lubalitute  for  the  report 
ei  the  conuDittiM  to  them  referred : — 

The  Conveniion  of  thi*  (Iiace»  having  had 
vndei  toDg  and  Hrioua  coaiidcralion   iha  pro- 


ittejU  Irom  the  ptopoaed 
chBDga  1  belnving  that  they  are  not  likely  to 
i&ct  that  moil  deiinble  end  contemplated  by 
Iha  adTOcatn  of  tbe  same.  Therefore,  lleiolv- 
•d,  That,  lealougly  attached  to  the  Book  of 
Coounon  Prayer  and  other  ofBcea  of  our 
dnrch,  thii  ConTenlion  ii  deairoua  that  do  al- 
tnatioD  ahoutd  take  place  id  the  aame  at  this 

On  motion,  ReMlred,  That  the  report  of  the 
conunitlee  of  the  whole  be  for  the  preient  laid 

And  tbeo,  on  motion,  the  Convention   id- 
jowned  until  to-morraw  morning,  S  o'clock. 
FaiDAT,  M.1T  33,  ieS9. 

Tbe  Canvention  met  according  10  adjourn- 
ment,  and  wa*  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Kcv. 
Winiam  Meade,  D.  D 

The  Rev.  Franklin  G.  Smith,  of  St.  Paul'a 


The  report  < 
ma  taken  op,  ana,  oi 
npoD  agreamg  to  the 
tig  efl -- 


the  quealion  being 


«ingpu 


Convention,  and  the  foTTDition  of  aaxiliary  ao- 
cietiei  in  the  diHerenl  pariehet. 

All  which  ia  reipcctfully  aubmitted. 

FaaDaaicK  W.   Hatch,  Chairmao. 

On  motiarv.  Resolved,  lliat  the  aaid  report 
be  received  and  approved. 

Resolred,  Thai  a  committee  of  liva  memben 
be  appointed  lo  prepaie  ■  conatitutioii  in  con- 
foimity  with  the  foregoing  report  of  the  com- 
mittee upon  the  atate  of  the  church  ;  and  there- 
upon thb  Rev.  Mr.  Ducachet,  the  llev.  Mr. 
Cobbi,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Croes,  Mr.  Jolui  Gray, 
and  Dr.  Carter  Berkeley,  were  appointed. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  unanimouity.  Thai  the 
Convention  having  received  intelligence  of  the 
illncsB  of  theKiglit  Rev.  Biahop  hloore,  deeply 
regret  bit  absence,  and  syinpaLhiie  wiih  him  in 
hia  alHiction. 

Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee,  from  (he  committee  ap- 
pointed to  enmine  the  state  of  the  fund  lor 
the  permanent  support  of  the  episcopate  in  Ihia 
diocess,  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  read  and  approved  : — 

The  committee  on  the  Eptacopal  Fund  report. 
Thai  they  have  eiimined  into  the  same,  and  liixi 
that  on  the  39th  of  April.  ]S3fl.  there  were  fiftv- 
four  sharea  of  the  stock  uf  the  Kimiera'  Bank  of 
Aleinndna.  which  cint  $2,700,  and  nine  iharea  of 
ihe  slock  of  the  Bank  of  Aleiamlria,  wluch  coat 
tl,&3U,  the  par  inlue  of  which  is  ¥1,800,  on  winch 
par  vslue  baa  been  [laid  for  several  yeara  pail  a 

cost  SlUO  a  share ;  on  Iheae  two  a  dividend  of 
eight  per  cent,  on  the  money  paid  for  them  haa 
been  received  ;  and  one  other  o[  them  coal  S130i 


,  a  then  Reaolved,  That  ihii 

Convention  do  concur  with  Ihe  House  of  Bish. 
ope  aod  the  House  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Dfle    , 
galM  in  Genaiat  Convention,  in  the  propriety    of 
•f  lbs  piuuoead  amendment  to  the  ascond  dauae  I 
of  ifae  eighth  article  of  the  conatiluiion. 

Ronlved,  That  the  secretary  do  tranamil 
eartifiad  copiea  of  tbe  reeolutiona  adopted  by 
tlua  Convention  upon  the  proposed  alterations 
of  thv  liturgy,  &e.,  to  the  aecretaries  of  the 
House  of  BishiopB  and  of  the  House  of  Clerica] 
•nd  Lay  Delegate*. 

JCr.  FranciB  1.  WiaU,  a  lay  delegMe  of  the 
puiah  of  South  Famham,  Essex  county,  sp- 
paam1  and  look  his  seat. 

The  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  from  Ihe 
Mmmiltee  upon  the  state  of  the  chnreh,  pie- 
•tnted  the  followii^  report : — 

The  conuniltee  on  Ihe  state  of  the  church  ask 
bare  of  the  Convention  rcapectfully  Id  report, 
B  pait,  that,  having  had  under  consideration 
Aa  destitute  condition  of  many  of  out  psrishes, 
■nd  tbe  otter  inadequacy  of  any  existing  meant 
of  leliaf,  they  would  leconunend  to  this  Con- 
'■"      "   "" "     '  s  Diocesan  Mia. 


value  has  bsen 

paid,  ao  thai  on  this  share 

mme 

tlunse 

en  per 

cent,  has  been  the  dividend 

Ihri 

have 

been  po 

rchased 

of  the  Block  of  Ihe  Farmers 

Bank 

of  Alei 

onl  of  the  .livideiids  whic 

been  Id 
value  o 

'eived! 
wliich 

These  coal  »ao  s  sljare,  t 
a  830.  ihndividend  on  whi 

:c' 

beenfo 

n,,.;  so  that  on  the  actual  coat  a 

divide,! 

IB  than  ail  per  cent,  is  paid. 

of  Ihe  bank -stock  belongina 
UP.  la  81.700,  on  which  a  di 

lothii 

fund,. 

ridend 

SSl    IDU 

per  cent,  will  be  paid,  recc 

ivabla 

,soih 

»ated 

1  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 

aggie- 

gale  an 

ount  of  the  dividend  is  increased. 

Then 

the  hands  of  ihe  ttaasursr 

of  tba 

fijnd  86  16.     Two  dividends  are  yet  lo 

be  n. 

pa 


._.'ed. 

The  committee  (iirther  report,  that  ahottly  bfr 
fore  the  meeting  of  this  Convention,  a  share  ef 
Block  of  Ibe  Aahby's  Gap  Turnpike  road,  which 
had  been  some  time  since  jfiven  to  thia  hind  by 
the  Rev.  William  Meade,  was  dinnisBd  of  for  fifty 

of  eight  d<riliaTS  had  accrued :  the  fifty  dollai*  utd 
the  (TuidenJs  are  to  be  vested  in  stock. 
The  wbolo  amount  of  Ihe  fund  will  be  aa  fal- 


Csah, 

Cash  for  road  share  ai^  di 

Two  dividenda, 


f4,83a  16 
En.  I.  L»,  ChaiTinan. 
The  Convention  then  adjouitied  until  bitf 
past  3  o'clock  P.  M. 


omrmrnoH  oruHL 


FiiPtT  Ammaooa,  Mav  tS,  IISS. 


Tha  RvT.  WiUIuD  MMda,  pnndaot  pro  tan- 
pora  of  tb«  Conivntion,  bMii|  abMOt,  1^  Rn. 
lit.  Lamoil  «na  etllod  to  (iu  cbur. 

71m  Coo««Dtiaa  tben. 


M  eooMdarauaa  of  tha  rolloiraig  NaohUiod, 

'    t  th«  iMt  CouTantioa,  imipMiDg;  to 

■boliab  ttM  GiM  a«ot«nc«  of  tha  aiilb 


*■  Raaolvad,  Tbal,  tgraaablj  to  tha  proniani 
tt  tha  ISlh  artkla  of  the  canautatioa,  DPiica  b< 
liaamiiltiil  to  tha  aavonl  Taatxiat  of  tb«  par 
hfaaa  of  Ihia  dioceaa,  that  it  ia  prapoawl  at  the  ' 
naxi  CooTantioa  to  aiuiul  and  aboiuh  tha  fint  I 
autanca  of  Iha  tilth  article  of  the  conalitutiaa  ; ' 
nd  M  altat  tha  aaid  articla  that  it  niaj  nad 
Ihoa :  'Tba  biahop  aha!)  ba  prawleDl  of  the 
ComaolioD  ;  in  which  chataclar  it  ahall  ba  hia 
tutj  to  fire  to  tba  Cotiraulion,  aa  oflan  aa  La 
maj  deam  eipadieat,  a  ^iMral  via*  of  the 
Mataof  thachurch;  tocall  apecialCi 
U  whalsTai  limea  and  plaeea  bo  loaj 


Mr.  Hd^  N  Am  <dk«a  lb  Mna^  M» 

alioD,  whKh,  oo  motia^  warn  Ud  ^aa  te 


t T  of  our  naal  Taaaniad  feiafaap,  to  pneaad  W 
tbaalactMa  of  ■■  aaaiatat  bwVa^  «fco  ia  Mt 
(o  b«  cooNdared  •■  aiuilledto  Ifa*  aBBcaMa»~ 
hMlhuU^nba&a  light  Midii9«f*i 
CoaMBtiaD  of  Ih*  dioeaaa  of  Vit^mi,  M  *• 


Aod  than,  M  Boti 
jaamad  nntil  to^Docnnr  mocning,  8  a^slaek. 
SAToaoAT,  Mat  IS,  ISU. 

Tha  Cooiealioa  sat  aecadiaf  M  a^Mifr 
nwoL,  and  waa  c^aoad  with  pc^ar  I7  tha  So*. 

The  Rat.  WJUian)  Moada,  paajdw  |R 
tampoiv,  being  abatut,  Ibe  Rot.  Edmri  C 
H'Gnire  oaa  called  to  tha  chaii. 

The  Kvt.  Dt.  Docacbal,  Imb  Iba  1  iiUMJIlii 
appointed  to  pcepare  a  cooalitDliaa  farllw  «■ 
tabliihiMBnt  a(  a  Dioo 


thel 
do- I 


a^  dadan  tha  daciaioo.    K 

BotioD  which  ha  AmSI  jndm 

food  of  the  ehareh,  bat  ahul 

Gala  i  and  ha  maj  dclirar  hia 

•abject  aflei  it  haa  baeo  diacuaaed,  befora  a  >ote 

tharaoo.    Whaii«*sr  it  ihall  be  neceaaaijr  foi  tha 

biahop  to  tiait  uijr  pan  of  thu  dioceaa,  he  ahall  1 

ba  aathariied  10  call  a  cl«rKyinin  from  any  part  1 

ofthr  dioceaa  10  aupplj  his  place  in  the  dunes  | 

of  hia  parochial  charge,  for  not  more  than  two 

And,  on  tha  queiliDn  being  put  apon  agree- . 
tag  to  the  piopoeed  reaolulion,  the  aame  waa  j 
carried  in  ine  Blfimi(iiva.  | 

Avea— The  Her.  Ebenezcr  Bovden,  Nicho- 1 
laa  H.  Cobba,  John  Cole,  John  Cooke,  Chariei  1 
Dreaacr,  Henrr  W.  Uucachet,  2iichariah  H.  I 
Goldamith,  Caleb  J  Good,  Frederick  W 
Batch,  William  Jackaon,  Keuel  Keith.  Grorge  , 
Lemon.  William  F.  Lee,  Edward  C.  M-Guiie.  | 
John  P.  H'Guiie,  Nahum  G.  Owood,  Charlea  1 
H.  Page,  Edoard  W.  Feet.  Jahn  Philips, 
Oeorse  A.  Smith,  FnnkUD  G.  Smiih,  John  H. 
Win^eld  ;  Menan.  Thomaa  Minhall,  Hector  ' 
Haira,  Johu  H.  HiU,  Wm-  H.  Thompaon,  Cir- 
tar  Berkeley,  Juniui  A.  Clay.  Hiilip  A.  Bailing,  | 
Edward  B,  Wilhera,  Weal«ood  S.  Arrai.leaa,  ' 
Hinnnet  Hognrd,  Hugh  Nelun,  John  Nelaon,  ' 
Jidin  Gi*7,  WiUiam  Iibjo,  Selh  Ward,  Parke 
F.  Berkeiay,  John  Stuart,  laaac  Winilon,  Rich-  I 
■rd  a.  Ellia,  Geirard  Aleiander,  Qeiii.  B.  Ta- 1 
liafarro,  Oeorge  W.  Rotbrock,  and  Francii  J.  1 
Wiatt— 45. 

Noea — The  Rev.  Robert.  B.  Croet,  Adam 
Empie,  John  Gtanuner,  Johanaea  Edward  Jack- 1 
aon.  Thomat  Jacaion.  William  G.  H.  Jonee ; 
Meaata.  Tboma,  Witheia.  jiin..  Thomia  Nrl-  j 
aon,  Obed  Waite.  E.  A.  Morriion.  PhiUp  Nel- 
aoo.  William  BoUing.  John  G.  William*.  Wal- 
tai  W.  Wohb,  Edmuiid  I.  Lae,  John  L.  tlMm- 


1  "TV 


_     tj  I _. — 

ProlaataM  Epiaeopal  Htaaaooarir  Soctotr  iT  tt« 
Dioceaa  uf  VirEipia.'* 

A*T.  II.  The  KbJBctof  thiaaodetrahantel 

procure    ar-" '    — ' -j-l—   «. 

ixnindi  of 

Akt.  III.  ThP  bishop  of  tha  ... 

tM-affitK  the  president ;  and  the  Other  offieeia  ikdl 

an  eiH-utne  committee,  coniiBtmg  of  i<e  clerical 

(he  Cnnvetilion ;  and  of  thie  e 

A«T.  IV.  The  duly  of  thee 

ahall  be  to  employ  miatioaanea.  to  appoant  tbeii 
nUiIiona,  Id  giie  tbem  auch  iiialnictiiina  aa  DMy 
>ie  deemed  necessary,  to  proride  for  tba  payawol 
ol  Iheir  salaries,  <o  lake  all  such  measurea  u  may 

AaT.  V.  The  payment  of  any 

one  doUir  annually  ihal! 

tha  paynwnl  of  iweniy  di 

Art.  VI.  A ny  miJrsiona/T  aocii 
copal  Church  ma;  become  an  an: 
milling  to  the  tecrelarj  a  hit  of  I 
copy  of  lis  ct)nalituliau(pro(idrd  ■ 

e  the  pioTiaiont  of  tbaeaaniclaaV 

-■■-"  ■■-  •■-  'uty  of  the  anulary 

ithediqxiaaloflia 


r.  IX.  This  constitution  may  L. , 

-*  -  -nsjority  of  the  CsovaotioD  Jf^ 


CX>NT£NTION  OF  IflBH 


Hw  Conrentioii  then,  on  the  lecominendaF 
tion  of  the  committee,  adopted  the  following  ree- 
olotione : — 

Keeolved,  That  it  be  the  doty  of  erery  min- 
ieter  of  thi<  dioceee,  to  endeavour  to  form  an 
nniiliaiy  society  in  the  pariah  where  he  offi- 
ciatee. 

Resolred,  That  it  be  reapectfally  recom- 
mended, that  a  collection  be  annually  made  in 
ell  the  churches  in  the  dioceas,  for  the  benefit 
of  this  society,  on  the  first  Sunday  in  November. 
Resolved,  That  a  sermon  be  preached  at 
every  Convention  of  the  diocess  m  behalf  of 
this  society,  and  a  collection  made  towards  its 
funds — the  preacher  to  be  appointed  by  the  ez- 
ecative  committee. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  the  ofiiceis  and  executive  committee  of 
the  Missionary  Society ;  and  thereupon  the  Rev. 
William  Meade,  D.  D.,  was  elected  vice-presi- 
dent, John  6.  Williams  was  elected  secretary, 
Thomas  Nelson  was  elected  treasurer,  and 
Rev.  E.  C.  M'Guire,  Rev.  H.  W.  Ducachet, 
Rev.  N.  H.  Cobbs,  Rev.  Wm.  Jackson,  Rev. 
Oeoige  A.  Smith,  Col.  William  Boiling,  Mr. 
John  Nelson,  Dr.  Carter  Berkeley,  Mr.  £d- 
mand  I.  Lee,  and  Mr.  John  Gray,  were  elected 
(he  executive  committee. 

The  Rev.  Wm.  G.  H.  Jones  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which,  on  motion,  was  laid 
opoo  the  table  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  10th  canon  be  altered  by 
■triking  out  the  word  "  eight,"  and  insert,  in 
lien  thereof,  **  five,'*  so  ss  to  cause  it  to  read, 
"On  every  Easter-Monday,  each  parish  shall 
elect  five  vestrymen ;  but,  when  it  is  deemed 
opedient,  the  number  may  be  increased  to 
tsiolve,**  dtc. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  on  motion, 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  offered 
faaterday  by  Mr.  Hush  Nelson,  and,  on  the 
onoetion  being  taken,  the  same  waa  carried  in 
ue  affirmative. 

Area — The  Rev.  Ebenezer  Boyden,  Nicho- 
las H.  Cohbs,  John  Cole,  John  Cooke,  Henry 
W.  Ducachet,  Zachariah  H.  Goldsmith,  John 
Gnmmer,  Caleb  J.  Good,  Johannes  Edward 
Jaekson,  William  Jackson,  Thomas  Jackson, 
William  G.  H.  Jones,  Reuel  Keith,  George 
Lorooo,  William  F.  liCe,  Edward  C.  M'Guire, 
Mm  P.  M*Guire,  John  Philips,  George  A. 
Smith,  John  H.  Wiugfield,  ami  Franklin  G. 
Boaiih ;  Messrs.  Thomas  Marshall,  Hector  Har- 
ria,  John  H.  Hill,  William  H.  Thompson,  Car- 
ter Berkeley.  Junius  A.  Clay,  Philip  A.  Boiling, 
Thooias  Nelson,  Obed  Waite,  Philip  Nelson, 
Edward  B.  Withers,  Westwood  S.  Armistead, 
Thnrmer  Hoj^gard,  Hugh  Nelson,  John  Nelson, 
William  Boiling,  John  Gray,  William  Mayo, 
Beth  Ward,  Parke  F.  Berkeley,  John  Stuart, 
buc  Winston,  Richard  S.  Ellis,  Gerrard  Alex- 
mder,  John  L.  Thomas,  Benjamin  B.  Tsliafer 


ro,  Henry  Claggett,  George  W.  Rothrock,  and 
Pmncia  J.  Wiait— 50. 

Noes— The  Rev.  Robert  B.  Croes,  Charles 
Dreseer,  James  Dougheo,  Adam  Empie,  Fred- 
Mick  W.  Hatch,  Nahum  G.  Osgood,  and  Charles 
9.  Pkge ;  Moaan.  Thoma*  Withers,  jr.,  £.  A. 


Morrison,  John  G.  Williams,  Walter  W.  Wei 
Edmund  I.  Lee,  and  Peter  M'yickar->18. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  agreeat 
to  the  resolution  laat  adopted  and  the  6th  ar 
cle  of  the  constitution,  to  the  election  of  i 
aaaiatant  bishop,  after  secret  prayer  to  God. 

The  clersy  Uien  proceedeo  to  nominate  ai 
appoint,  by  oallot,  aome  fit  and  qualified  clerg 
man  for  that  office ;  and  on  counting  the  ballo 
there  were  found  twenty-five  votes  in  favour 
the  Rev.  William  Meade,  D.  D.,  and  two  blai 
ballots  ;  so  that  the  Rev.  William  Meade,  D.  E 
was  declared  to  be  duly  nominated  and  appoin 
ed  by  the  clergy :  and  then  the  aaid  appoin 
ment  was  presented  to  the  order  of  the  li 
delegates ;  and  upon  a  ballot  being  taken  amon 
them,  there  were  found  in  favour  of  the  Re< 
William  Meade,  D.  D.,  thirty-six  votes,  bein 
the  whole  number  of  votes  given  in  :  snd  then 
upon  the  Rev.  William  Meade,  D.  D.,  waa  d< 
clared  to  be  duly  elected. 

On  motion,  Reaolved,  That  a  committee  fa 
appointed  to  announce  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mead 
his  election  to  the  office  of  assistant  bishop  c 
this  diocess :  and  thereupon  the  Rev.  Henr 
W.  Ducachet  and  Mr.  Hugh  Nelaon  were  a| 
pointed. 

The  committee  then  retired,  and  after  somi 
time  returned  and  reported  that  the  Rev.  Di 
Meade  had  consented  to  accept  the  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Edmund  1.  Lee,  the  follow 
ing  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted. 

Whereas  there  exists  a  diversity  of  opinio] 
as  to  the  practice  of  having  more  than  one  act 
ing  bishop  in  a  diocess — it  seems  to  this  Con 
vention  to  be  a  subject  of  that  general  charac 
ter  and  importance,  as  to  render  it  proper  fo: 
the  Guueral  Convention  to  act  upon  it  in  sue) 
a  way  as  will  prevent  those  evils  which  ma] 
result  from  this  practice.  It  is  therefore  Re- 
solved, That  the  delegates  from  this  diocess  tc 
the  next  General  Convention  do  bring  the  subi 
jeci  before  that  body,  and  use  their  efforts  tc 
obtain  the  adoption  of  such  a  general  rule  oo 
this  subjeri  as  shall  have  the  effect  of  regula- 
ting the  number  of  bishops  each  dioceaa  may 
elect,  and  of  prescribing  the  circumstances  undei 
which  a  suffragan,  or  assistant,  or  coadjutor, 
may  be  chosen,  and  also  the  duties  of  such 
bishops. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election, 
by  ballot,  of  eight  delegates,  to  represent  this 
diocess  in  the  next  General  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United 
States :  whereupon  the  following  gentleoien 
were  duly  elected,  viz. : — Rev.  Reuel  Keith, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  Henry  W.  Ducachet,  Rev.  Nicho- 
las H.  Cobbs,  Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire,  Mr. 
James  M.  Garnett,  Dr.  Carter  Berkeley,  Mr. 
Hugh  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Philip  Nelson. 

The  members  of  the  Convention  then  pro- 
ceeded to  sign  the  testimonials  in  favour  of  the 
Rev.  William  Meade,  D.  D.,  bishop  elect. 

We,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  fully 
sensible  how  imporunt  it  is  thst  the  sacred  of- 
fice of  a  bishop  should  not  be  unworthily  con* 
ferred,  and  firmly  persuaded  that  it  is  our  doty 
to  bear  testimony  on  this  solemn  occasion 


CONVENTION  OV  ISM. 


ghlf  Oo<],  teUify  ihM  (he  ReT.  WilJij 
Meide,  D.  D.,  ii  not,  vt  fu  u  w*  sra  infonned, 
yi»t\j  liable  to  evil  report,  cithec  for  srror  in 
religion  or  lor  Ticioutnew  in  life  ;  ind  thil  me 
do  not  know  or  believe  there  n  in;  unpediment 
on  accoant  ot  which  ha  ought  not  to  be  conM- 
cnlni  10  that  holy  office.  Wa  dc 
jointly  ind  itvenUj  decli 


o  the  jaanmlam 


»  beha< 


ej  in  goodlear 
■nd  of  inch  1 
gai\j  converal 


D  be  of  111 


'ng,  ■ 


Ood  nod  the  c 


or  ■  biihop  to  the  liunoui  of 
ing  of  hii  church,  and  lo  be  > 
wboleiome  example  lo  the  Sock  of  Chriil. 
Sifrurt  la  iKt  tt4timmi4ilt  in  /sMWr  e/  WiUUm 

The  Hey.  Bd.  C.  M'Quire,  Qeorge  Lemon, 
Thoma*  J»ck»n,  Wi)liMn  J«kion.  Benij  W. 
DucKhPt,  J.  E.  Jacknon,  Wiilimm  F.  Lee,  John 
H.  Wingfield,  John  Granuner,  jr  ,  Reuel  Keith. 
John  i*.  M'Guire,  John  Cole,  Frederick  W. 
Hitch,  Charle.  Dteewr,  Ebencicr  Boyden, 
Nichola*  H.  Cobhi,  John  Cooke,  William  G. 
H.  Jonei,  Charle*  H.  Page.  George  Archibald 
Smith,  Jainst  Doughen,  Zachariah  H.  Gold- 
•mith,  John  Philipa,  Edward  W.  Pent,  Caleb  J. 


>  Marahatl,  Garrard  Alt 
■nder,  Seth  Ward,  luac  Winiton,  Kichatd 
Shellon  Ellia,  William  Mayo,  John  Unr.  Ed- 
mund I.  Lee,  John  G.  William*,  Puke  F. 
Berkeley,  E.  A.  Morciion,  M.  D.,  George  W. 
Rothrock,  Thomai  Withers,  jr.,  J.  L.  Thomas, 
Hugh  NElaon,  John  H.  Hill,  John  Nelean,  Benj. 
B.  Taliaferro,  Francii  J.  Wiati,  Pliilip  A.  Bol- 
Ung.  W.  W.  WelA,  Hcclor  Harris  Junius  A. 
Clay,  William  H.  Thompion,  W,  S.  Armislead, 
ThurmoT  Hoggard,  Obcd  Waite,  John  Stuait, 
Edveard  B.  Withcra,  and  Thomaa  Neliun. 

The  ReT,  William  Meade,  1),  D.,  prenidetit 
pro  tomporc  of  the  ConTentian,  aj^ieared  and 
took  his  seat. 

On  mation.  Resolved,  That  the  neit  Conven- 
tion of  the  Proteitanl  Episcopal  Church  of  the 
Dioceas  of  Virginia  be  held  in  the  town  of  Win- 
chealer,  on  the  third  Thursday  in  May  next. 

Anil  then,  on  motion,  the  C'onvention  adjourn- 
ed until  a  quarter  befora  i  o'clock. 

Satu«b*v  ArT«>sooN.MAY2a,  ieS9. 

The  Comeotion  met  according  to  adjoum- 


inagement  and  care  of  the  laid  fiind  ihdl 
De  vemea  m  three  tmitees,  two  of  whom  shall  to 
the  church- warden!  for  the  time  beinK  of  Chml 
Church,  Aiaianilna.  Fairfti  parish,  ud  tbe  lluid 
■hall  be  sppoinled  liy  the  ConveatKin-  'All  dnm 
now  inlbe  hsnJsof  lhechuicli-waid«Dialbr«a*4 
or  which  msy  hereafter  be  coUectod  in  any  Way, 
or  which  may  be  received  as  dooation*  or  bM|iMM 
for  ihu  object,  or  be  received  as  dividanda  ot  n- 
terest  on  the  stock  held  by  tbe  said  cbnrcfa'irat- 
dens  aia  part  of  the  said  fund,  riwU  be  loanadoal 
upon  secuntT  of  real  eOale,  oi  insastad  ia  stack 
of  the  United  Stales,  or  in  the  Mod  of  any  inear- 
parate  and  sale  bank,  at  tlie  disctalion  of  the  aid 


in  the  r 


lies  of  the  said  chuich-vnideaa 
>f  Christ  Church  afbiewd,  sad 
IS  (he  Bishops'  Fond.  A 


<menl  uf  the  said  fund  and  of  the  ■ 

■anie  shall  be  exhibited  at  every  ataiad  mea 

}f  the  Convenliun.  signed  by  the  trustees  or 


The  fund  which  has  been  ri 
jBok-Block,  ot  which  msy  be  i 

r  the  support  of  the  bishop,  shall  b«  perminad 

, ...  .  J^nunmion  n"  " " 

Jequtf  e,  m ' 

iipport  of  (h    _  .    .  _. , 

then,  by  the  mutual  consent  of  the  bishop  of  tbs 
diucesB  and  of  the  Coniention.  he  shall  txrid  M 
nirochial  char^,  but  shall  devote  his  tiRte  and 
labours  to  those  duties  which  appertsui  ro  tbs 
episcopal  oSice,  and  particularly  sliallviat,  at  !<■■( 
once  a  year,  if  practicable,  each  chunih  and  c4a- 
^re^lion  in  his  dioccss.  If  the  bishop  shall  omit 
to  perform  the  duties  aforesaid  without  a  suflicKnt 
reas^in,  to  tie  judged  cif  by  the  Convention,  il  shad 
be  in  the  power  of  tbe  Convention  lo  withrtltw 
the  nhole  or  part  of  the  said  annual  utcona  from 
hia  use.  Ana  whenever  the  principal  sum  shall 
....i.i .  .— p,5Ji  adequate  to  the  obnd 

. V u.. -■■— ;t«a  10 


>aid,  the  col  lee 


IS  hetem  before  diraclai 


.   Edmund   I.   Lee   offered   the   following 


There  ahell  be  annually  in  the  m 
in  every  church  in  tbia  diocess,  a  sen 
by  the  rector  (hereof,  on  the  dutiei 


hi*  congregation  the  obhgation  am 
nippoiting  the  bishop  by  voluntary 
K)  BSto  relieve  hiin  from  psrochisl  Ie 
nrinon  (hall  be  followed  by  a  collei 
the  episcopal  tuml  established  by  s 


n(  of  the  collection  in  each* 

be  tbrthwith  remitted  by  the  mmistei 
ilw  (rusjees  of  (ho  tsid  ninJ,  and  be  al 


On  motion.  Resolved.  Thst  the  said  rMthh 
tion  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Aye»— llev.  John  (Jole,  Charics  Dresaar, 
HenrvM'.  Ducachet.  John  Grammer,  Frederick 
W  liaich.  William  Meade,  Edw.  C.  MOuiiv, 
John  P.  M'Ouire,  Nahum  O.  Osgood,  Edwaid 
W.  Peat,  John  Philipa.  George  A.  Smilh,  Joha 
H.  Win^eld;  MeHsra.  Hector  Hants,  Thoma* 
Wiihers.  jr..  Williim  H.  Thompson.  Carter 
llerkclev,  M.  D..  Junius  A.  Clay,  Thomas  Nel- 
son. E.'  A.  Morrison,  M.  D.,  Philip  Nelsoe, 
Weslwood  8.  Armislead,  Thurmer  Hosgard, 
Hugh  Nel-on,  William  Boiling,  Williuu  Maye, 

i  Ps^e  P.  Berkeley,  John  Stuart,  Geirard  Alei- 

:  ander.  Jahn  L.  Thomas,  and  George  W,  Ratk- 

'  rock— 31, 

Noes— Rev.  Eheneier  Boyden,  Nichols*  H- 
Cobbs,  John  Cooke.  Robert  B.  Croea,  Jaasi 
Doughen,  Adam  Empie,  Caleb  J.  Good.  JohSB- 

,  nes  Edward  Jackson,  William  Jscksoo.  Thomn 
Jackson,  Reuel  Keith.  George  Lemon.  ChsriM 
H    Page;  Messrs.  Thomss  >ftrsh*ll.  Philip  A. 

I  Boltinu.  Obed  Wane,  Edwsrd  B.  Withers,  Joto 
Nelson.  John  G.  Willianu,  Seth  Ward,  Wmltsi 

I  W.  Webb,  Isaac  Wiuslon,  Richanl  S.  EUil, 
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Sdomiid  I.  L«e,  Benjamin  B.  Taliaferro,  and 
Francia  J.  Wiatt— S6. 

The  Rev.  Robert  B.  Croes,  from  the  commit- 
tee on  the  parochial  reporta,  presented  the  fol- 
lewing  report,  which  was  read  and  received : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  pa- 
rochial reports  have  discharged  the  duty  commit- 
ted to  thedk,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  the  reports,  as 
cowJenaed,  to  be  inserted  on  the  journals  of  this 
Convention. 

Roasell  pariah,  Bedford  county.  With  unfeigned 
gratitude  to  God,  who,  for  the  display  of  his  glory, 
•ometiniee  works  by  the  feeblest  instruments,  the 
nctor  reports,  that  the  state  of  the  parish  is  more 
inlerestinff  and  encouraging  than  at  any  former 
neriod.  During  the  past  year  the  spint  of  the 
Lord  hna  been  poured  out  on  the  congregations, 
and  a  number  have  been  brought  to  profess  an  ex> 
perimental  knowledge  o[  the  truth.  Thirty-two 
members  have  been  added  to  the  communion,  and 
an  increasing  spirit  of  urayer  and  zeal  seems  to 
^evail  among  tne  people.  Beaides  those  already 
added,  there  are  now  fifteen  or  twenty  who  are 
aerifloaly  concerned  about  the  salvation  of  their 
aonla,  many  of  whom,  it  is  confidently  beheved, 
will  eoon  make  a  pubUc  confession  d  their  Sa- 
viour. 

From  indications  in  his  own  parish  and  many 
oC  the  circumjacent  counties,  the  rector  is  cheered 
with  the  hope  that  a  day  of  better  things  is  dawn- 
ing  on  onr  Zion.  In  all  the  southwestern  coun- 
tiee  of  Virginia  the  field  is  ripe  for  the  harvest, 
and  we  only  need  ministers  of  self-denying  habits 
lo  enter  in  and  labour.  Even  four  or  five  mission- 
uiea  would  be  incalculably  useful,  by  organizing 
eongregaticms,  by  erecting  new  churches,  by  col- 
lecUng  c<mtnbuiions  to  the  Theological  School, 
and  by  securing  to  our  cause  multitudes  who  in  a 
few  more  years  may  otherwise  be  incorporated 
among  other  denominations.  Baptisms,  of  infants 
twenty-eight,  of  adults  fourteen — burials  eight — 
marriages  eight — communicants,  one  removed,  one 
withdrawn,  total  fifty-eight.  N.  H.  Cobbs. 

Frederick  parish,  Frederick  county.  Dunng 
the  past  vear  the  minister  has  occasionally  extend- 
ed his  luours  to  a  distant  part  of  the  county,  and 
isela  grateful  to  the  g^reat  Head  of  the  church  that 
thoae  labours  have  not  been  altogether  in  vain. 
Nine  new  communicants  have  been  added  to  his 
church  during  the  last  year,  making  the  whole 
number  about  sixty.  Fifteen  children  have  been 
baptized,  four  of  whom  were  coloured.  A  Sunday 
8<mo(^  has  been  lately  reorganized  in  his  parish 
with  some  prospects  of  usefulness.  The  attend- 
ance of  the  congregation  on  public  worship  is 
punctual,  and  their  observance  of  the  forms  of  the 
chnrch  regular  and  devout ;  and,  what  is  still  more 
gratifying  to  their  minister,  there  is  the  encoura- 
ginf  hope  that  a  goodly  number  belong  to  the  in- 
viaible  church  of  Christ,  and  will  be  found  among 
the  redeemed  on  the  great  day. 

William  Mcadi. 

Chriat  Church, Winchester.  The  affairs  of  this 
part  of  "  Frederick  parish**  still  preserve  a  pleas- 
ing aspect  The  public  worship  of  God.  as  well 
aa  the  aubordinate  means  of  grace,  are  well  attend- 
ed. The  Sunday  School  has  revived  with  re- 
doubled energy,  and  the  catechetical  instruction 
of  the  children  of  the  congregation  and  of  the  Sun- 
day School  has  been  uninterruptedly  continued 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  month. 

The  benevolent  societies  attached  to  the  con- 
negation  have  put  forth  more  than  usual  efforts 
ine  past  year,  and  more  than  double  the  amount 
€f  fluids  Lave  been  raised  than  in  any  preceding 


The  new  chnrch  which  was  reported  to  < 
last  Convention  as  having  been  commenced, 
now  in  progreasion,  and  wiU  be  completed  in  a  1 
weeks. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  mx  adc 
to  the  communion — ^four  have  been  called,  it 
trusted,  to  exchange  the  church  militant  for  I 
church  triumphant,  and  one  valued  member  1 
removed  to  a  distant  part  of  tlie  dioceaa,  leavj 
the  preaent  number  forty-eight  There  have  be 
eleven  marriages,  nineteen  baptisms,  and  fiftc 
deaths. 

The  rector  has  also  pleasare  in  stating,  that  I 
church  under  his  care  m  Norbome  parish  yie 
some  fruit  to  his  ministry ;  there  is  a  small  aco 
sion  of  communicants,  but  it  is  hoped  a  conaid 
able  increaae  of  devotion  to  God  and  love  to  I 
church. 

This  place  of  worship,  which  has  been  be 
many  years,  was  never  finished,  but  exertions  ha 
been  made  and  t  sufficient  sum  raised  for  tl 
purpose,  which  will  be  completed  in  the  course 
the  present  summer.  J.  B.  Jackson. 

St.  Paurs  Church,  Lynchbnig.  The  paini 
duty  devolves  upon  the  rector  of  reporting  to  t 
Convention  that  the  Sunday  School  of  this  chnr 
is  in  a  languishing  condition.  I'he  exerciaea 
the  Bible  class  are  attendeil  by  a  few  membera 
the  congregation  with  some  degree  of  intera 
and,  it  is  hoped,  of  benefit. 

Liberal  contributions  have  been  made  to  tl 
funds  of  the  Theological  Seminary.  An  associ 
tion,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Lynchburg  Sewi] 
Society,  auxiliary  to  the  Education  Society  oft] 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,"  has  been  formi 
by  a  number  of  ladies,  who  have  prosecuted  the 
benevolent  undertaking  with  mucn  industry,  zei 
and  success.  The  rector  gratefully  acknowledg 
their  goodness  in  making  him  a  life  member  of  tl 
society  to  which  theirs  is  auxiliary. 

For  the  last  year  and  a  half  a  weekly  prayc 
meeting  has  been  held  by  female  communican 
of  this  church,  which  has  excited  the  happiest  i 
fluence  upon  the  sui ritual  interests  of  the  congi 
gation,  and  doubtless  has  contnbuted  largely 
that  increase  of  ttie  church  during  the  year  pa 
which  has  so  far  exceetiod  the  accessions  in  ai 
former  year.  Communicants,  removed  two,  add* 
sixteen,  present  number  thirty-six — baptisms  thi 
teen,  of  adults  six,  of  infants  seven — marriagi 
nine — burials  live.  F.  G.  Smith. 

Lexington  parish.  During  the  past  year  the 
has  been  do  remarkable  improvement  in  the  spi 
itual  condition  of  the  congregation.  To  the  nun 
ber  of  communicants  sixteen  have  been  added. 

In  the  congregation  in  Nelson  county  there  hai 
been  four  new  communicants.  The  children  < 
the  different  congregations  have  been  occasional 
catechised.  l*here  are  two  female  Bible  clasae 
The  ladiea  are  about  to  organize  an  Auxiliary  £( 
iTcation  Society.  Upon  reviewing  his  labours  ft 
three  years  past,  the  minister  ackiiowledges  wil 
gratitude  the  goodness  of  God.  Marriages  thn 
— baptisms  twenty — funerals  eleven— commuo 
cants  forty-eight.  Cms.  H.  Paoi. 

St  James's  Church,  Lecsburg.  It  is  with  grat 
tude  the  rector  reports,  that  he  feels  much  encou 
aged  in  his  labours  in  this  parish.  The  attendaiu 
upon  his  ministry  is  encouraging,  and  he  has  rei 
son  to  hope  that  the  word  preached  is  not  withm 
some  blessed  efliect. 

The  Sunday  School,  numbering  seventee 
teachers  and  about  one  hundred  scholars,  is  in 
prosperous  condition,  and  regularly  attended  hot 
by  the  teachers  and  scholars.  An  excellent  libn 
ry  has  been  purchased  for  the  uae  of  the  Sunda 
School. 


WBnBhin  (Hwttltgn  puwb),  ia,  fcr  Iba  _ 

Dnriiif  tin  lot  IIU  Ihcj  plu«~~-  —■ 
faiDtad  tba  inlnioT  rf  tbeir  ebuKh,  ud 

Bof  Oi  BWK  eoafbrtabla  boBm  of  wonhip  in 
oeuiUf.  A  Bttil*  dcM  hu  baan  hmtti  in 
tUi  coagnpUaB,  uri  pKKuaaa  lo  bt,  DDdei  Ood, 
hWiMMiulil etmaeb toad.    Ttemmbacorcoqi- 


FradailekaTilla  paridi,  CharioiMmlla.  Tha 
•Ute  of  thii  ptruh  u  balieied  to  b«  connaniJ; 
impraving — though  tloMf,  jel.  it  ji  Iriitinl,  uei- 
inanenll7.  Uur  serticei  hi>*  brta  coniinuad  it 
tha  nniTsrailT.  wheiher  with  any  rcaJ  banelit  le- 

A  SundBT  Schuol,  minrngsd  hj  abla  teachen, 
■id  conduclad  on  Ihs  meat  approted  plan,  hu 
been  nwentlT  fonnsd,  in  contiMiun  wnh  our  Gnn- 
aral  Epiacojial  Union,  and  coniiila  of  about  lateD- 

Ijii  or  eight  naw  communicinli  han  been  ad- 
bar  of  eommiliucanli  rcmaini  about  the  udw  >s 
lepoiled  at  the  lait  Coniention.  Bapiiaina  about 
tfranty,  of  wbom  one  wai  an  adult. 

F.  W,    HiTCH, 

Tillolaon  pariib,  Buckingham  count;.  Tliis 
pariah  waareorgntuied  on  the  V3d  or.lamiatr.  I 


Re*  Mr,  Hatch  and  lli 

i,i:id.aiid23dof  ibemonib 
iiid  the  Re>.  Mr.  Page  hart 
1.  and  tircachad  bnita  at  th( 
uae.  The  leatry  haT*  luc 
iial  hundred  dollara  for  th» 


nng  a  *ni 

HernrOaluonihBifii 
The  Kei.  Mi.  Cubba 

Oaki  ant  the  courlh. 

auppoTtof  a  rmniiter 

tolM  auppljed  wilb  (reiiQeni  reiigioui  aerTKea.  A 
Sanday  School  hu  been  organiied.  to  be  con- 
dncted  in  the  mode  racDmrnended  by  the  Oeoerml 
Epiacapal  Sunday  School  Union.     The  number 

•OTeral  peraona  in  addniun  who  are  urailing  br  an 
opportunity  to  eoininemoiale  the  love  of  ihei.  Sa- 
TOJui  over  the  ayinbola  of  liia  body  and  blood. 

Philip  A.  BoLLiNo,  {  ^MfJiMn- 
iA^nfUBU  paiiah,  ijtuinton.  J  have  preached  in 
^■IPn^ataitlUurimidia.    ASoulayBctwal 


A  Bilk dM* a<  •£«<»  HnMriM  ■MArnM. 
baaalKMd. 
AMbKnD)iMlMl;c«nBMMdftrnl^#  , 

Iiiliiillilail lialiMiyiwiwIllMiM  >] 

wbm  1  teaa  l^d  aMFiiM  SBM  ia  tkMWi*«( 
•gMtiMp«t.M^MIIibilrloUifeita**    ^ 
iact.    AttbaplKaBfiaaapal  aansaakaMM^ 

Tha  cuiBipntkaM  StaaDian  hana  aabaolal 
>llbaiyaQMfcrlh»|ic*wafw»w>Marrii 


tepben'a    Chutch.    Cul|<«)ipcf.    and   1 
'a  |«riab,  OniR||B  coaiil; .     Sioce  Uie  !■ 


Tan  pToaparoua.    llM  Batoidy  a^ 

Sehoola  eouinaa  to  aiait  thdr  happf  m 

un  iha  mocala  aad  h^ka  of  tha  TMnf,  tnWiC 
them  up  to  iDdoalrioaa,  aaafal,  and  Chnaim  i«ih 
Wa  bare,  bciidea,  three  Uibia  daaaaa  in  apamlJM 
for  thoH  of  more  advanced  yeara  i  one  te  iiialal. 
and  two  Tot  female*.  Duruig  tha  pa«  vaai  th^a 
!  adulu  two,  chilJtea  tiKtf- 
-ftinerila  Iwalia.  Tha  S^ 
hundred  and  U 


icd  goodneaa  and 

There  haa  been  lu  that  .._ 

'  the  (wople  to  the  meaua  of  grace,  and  an  aaa- 
il  number  haie  been  added  to  the  church  i£ 
ch  Bi,  he  iruBti.  oiU  be  aated.  1'bere  baa  alM 
sn  a  fmitfulneaa  m  Ihoae  good  worha  whick 
.   cr dislinguiah  and  adorn  the  real  foUowarai^ 

;iDui  and  charitable  parpoaea  han  baM 
igagcilm  furthering  their aeTanldaBgv 
encB  towarda  the  aoula  and  bodia  of 
men.  The  Prayar-tlook  aul  Tract  Society,  Ika 
Female  HiaiionarT  Socwty,  the  Bible  Sociatl 
the  Sunilay  and  Chanty  Sehoola,  and 
the  Bible  claaaea,  baie  giMlly  flonriahe-. , 

iceal  tileaainfi.  Mnriagaa'aaTafr— 
i^baptianu  iwoiTy-hia  [GTsadnltO 
nta  aoe  hundiad  and  fnurtaen. 

Eow.  C.  H 'Quia  a. 
pariah.  Hanorai  and  Louiaa.    Sinn 


SI.  Mart 
le  ]a*I  " 
idded, ft 


re  died,  and  othera  hi 


n  paiaiaia  ban 
raharabMolb 
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»«f  feiMnlt  teih-of  marriagM  five.  In  addition 
to  the  Bible,  the  Education,  and  the  two  Sunday 
Scbocrf  Societies  which  before  eiiated,  and  are 
acill  can7ing  on  their  uteful  operations,  a  number 
of  jTOung  iMies  have  formed  a  Working  Society, 
■oailiaiy  to  the  Education  Society,  which  contrib* 
Qtes  largely  to  its  funds. 

John  Cookb. 

8l  John's  Church,  Richmond,  Henrico  parish. 
BapCiaiii*  twenty-three— inarrisges  five — ^funerals 
•leven — communicants  thirty-su.  The  present 
rector  assumed  this  charge  in  Septemtier  lasc 
Ha  would  gratefully  acknowledge  the  blessing  of 
Gud  apon  bis  humble  labours,  interrupted  ss  they 
have  tieen  by  bodily  infirmities  ;  snd  he  is  encour- 
aged to  hope  that  the  ripening  fruits  will  soon  be 
iMore  abundantly  manifested. 

The  weekly  lectures  are  genersUy  crowded, 
and  by  tboae  who  seem  deeply  interested  in  the 
Iraiha  of  the  word.  The  Sunday  School  flour- 
Iriiea,  and  has  connectetl  with  it  a  library  of  near 
two  hondred  yolomes.  The  Bible  class,  it  is  trust- 
ed, will  be  the  instrument  of  doing  much  good. 
The  Edueatioa  Society  promises  to  extend  effi- 
cient aid  to  the  parent  society.  Kecently  there 
Ims  been  formed  a  Missionary  Society,  auxiliary 
to  the  Domestic  and  Foreini  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Protestant  EpiscopalChurch  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  members  of  it  have  engaged  with 
aeal  and  spirit  in  the  promotion  of  the  unportant 
meaaores  for  which  they  have  associated. 

William  F.  Lbb. 

St.  Paars  and  Brunswick  parishes,  King  George 
coonty.  The  rector  of  Su  Paul's  parish.  King 
George  coanty.  reports,  that  during  the  last  year 
he  haa  been  unable  to  enjoy  more  than  one  com- 
manion  season ;  at  that  time  there  was  an  acces- 
■OD  of  five  communicants,  which  makes  the  whole 
mmber  now  ^out  thirty.  He  haa  administered 
the  hoW  rits  of  baptism  to  twenty-two  infants, 
three  or  whom  were  coloured.  He  has  likewise 
b^»tized  one  adult;  marriages  two,  funerals  two. 
He  haa  laboured,  by  mesns  of  weekly  lectures, 
BiUe  classes,  &c.,  to  lead  his  people  to  the  saving 
knowled^  of  Christ  crucified.  Since  the  last 
Convention  a  Bible  Society  has  been  formed,  by 
Beans  of  which  nearly  three  hundred  Bibles  have 
been  distrilNited  throughout  the  county. 

In  Brunswick  parish,  where  belabours  one  half 
of  his  time,  the  number  of  communicants  is  about 
tai.  There  have  been  six  infant  baptisms,  two 
fliarriagea,  and  two  funerals.  The  old  parish 
dnirrh,  which  was  in  a  state  of  decay,  has  been 
pot  in  complete  repair,  llie  Sunday  School  in 
ttui  parish  has  been  productive  of  much  good. 
*nM  rector  hopes  that,  ttirough  the  manifold  mer- 
cies of  Ood,  his  labours  will  not  be  without  per- 
manent blessing.  Ed.  W.  Pbet. 

6l  Amie*s  and  South  Famham  parishes.  The 
ptator  reports  that  there  has  been  no  striking 
diange  in  the  condition  of  his  charge  since  the  last 
Convention.  He  confidently  believes,  however, 
that  God*s  gracious  blessing  upon  his  ministra- 
tiooa  has  produced  some  general  improvement  in 
the  apiritnal  state  of  the  people. 

The  Education  Society,  Sunday  Schools,  and 
Bible  claaaes,  heretofore  reported,  are  still  in  ex- 
iitence.  In  reference  to  tnese  I  will  merely  re- 
Bsrk,  that  the  organization  of  some  of  them  has 
lately  been  so  improved  as  to  render  them  more 
powerful  and  efficient  agentaof  the  gospel. 

In  Lunenburg  parish,  Richmond  county  (where 
the  pastor  of  St.  Anne*s  and  South  Faraham  still 
preaches  twice  a  month),  the  prospect  for  good con- 
tBona  somewhat  cheering.  The  Sunday  School 
la  that  parish,  which  waa  suspended  during  the 
r,  nai  been  tgain  commaiieBd  with  the  moit 


flattering  prospects.  Burials  fifteen,  ofivhich  two 
were  of  communicanta — marriages  four — bap- 
tisms sixteen,  of  which  two  were  of  adulta  and 
three  of  coloured  persons — commonicaota  forty- 
three  (one  coloured).  J.  P.  M'Guibb. 

Antrim  parish,  Halifax  connty.  This  psnsh, 
which  was  reorganized  just  before,  the  last  Con- 
vention, through  the  sgencyof  the  Rev.  Mr.  Steel, 
continued  to  enjoy  his  services  two  Sundays  in  a 
month  until  Christmas;  since  that  time  my  own 
labours,  which  had  previously  been  divided  be- 
tween four  congregations,  have  been  restricted  to 
throe— two  Sundays  in  s  month  being  now  devo- 
ted to  that  which  assembles  in  the  courthouse. 
Although  the  number  of  coniinunicsnts  has  not 
been  increased  during  the  last  year,  yet  the  pros- 
pects of  the  church  sre  brightening.  There  are 
now  Sunday  Schools  connected  with  two  of  the 
congregations,  in  one  of  which,  though  recently 
orgsiiized,  more  than  one  hundred  scholars  have 
been  enrolled.  A  considerable  number  of  prayer- 
books  have  been  distributed  during  the  past  year, 
and  the  number  of  those  who  join  in  the  service 
is  increasing.  During  the  last  four  months  a 
weekly  meeting  has  been  held  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  courthouse,  on  the  plan  recommended 
by  the  bishop  in  his  last  years  parochial  report. 
Number  of  communicants  professedly  Episcopal, 
twelva  Chablbs  Dbbssbb. 

St.  John*s  Church,  Moore  parish,  Campbell 
county.  The  minister  reports  that,  during  the 
year,  he  has  presched  statedly  to  three  congre- 
gations. Twice  a  month  st  St.  John's  Church, 
which  has  been  built  within  the  year;  once  a 
month  at  tlie  courthouse,  and  once  a  month  at 
Brookneal.  The  responses  in  all  the  congrega* 
tions  are  now  more  generally  made  than  at  any 
former  period.  During  the  year  between  forty  and 
fifty  prayer-books  have  boen  distributed.  Bap- 
tisms nine  (one  adult) — communicants  six — leu 
nerals  two.  N.  O.  Osgood. 

St.  Margaret's  parish,  Caroline  county.  The 
present  minister  naving  had  the  charge  of  the 
church  in  this  parish  but  a  Utile  more  than  four 
months,  is  not  enabled  to  report  any  special  changa 
in  the  congregation.  He  ofiiciates  regularly  at 
the  church,  and  once  a  month  at  the  Round  Oak 
meeting-honse.  There  appears  to  be  sn  increaa- 
ing  attachment  to  our  communion ;  and  the  stronf 
prejudice  which  has  existed  for  years  against  it 
IS  gradually  giving  place  to  more  enlightened  and 
liberal  views.  A  Sunday  School,  numbering  up- 
wanls  of  sixty  scholars,  has  been  established ;  and 
from  the  zeal  uf  the  touchers  and  the  attention  of 
the  scholars  much  good  is  anticipated.  A  Bible 
class  also,  consisting  of  ten  or  twelve  ladies,  haa 
been  commenced ;  a  majority  of  these  appMr  to 
be  anxiously  seeking  an  experimental  acquaint* 
ance  with  the  word  of  eternal  life.  Communi- 
cants (two  added),  twenty-six— baptisms,  one 
adult  (by  immersion).  Calbb  I.  Goon. 

St.  Jsmes's  parish,  Northam,  Goochland  county. 
So  recent  has  been  the  present  minister's  connex- 
ion with  this  parish,  that  he  is  unable  to  speak  of 
it  particulsriy.  The  services  of  the  church  are 
well  sttended,  and  an  increasing  interest  in  her 
prosperity  is  manifested.         Jambs  Douohen. 

Cumberland  parish,  Lunenburg  county.  Coniji 
municants  eight— funerals  two. 

JoHir  Phiupo. 

Bsth  parish,  Dinwiddle  county,  and  St.  An- 
drew's, Brunswick.  Since  the  last  report  no  im- 
portant change  lias  occurred  in  Bath  parish,  and 
the  rector  has  been  constrained  to  mourn  over  the 
apparent  deadness  to  spiritual  things  which  pro- 
vails.  There  are,  however,  encoaraging  dreniih 
otBDceiwfakhaftjidhimgRniaibfcrlHp*.    Tki 


ue  tha  bop*  tkit  k  will  be  ntij  fatomm  Jul; 
mK.  On  tta*  <lnt  Sitdidmr  Id  April  iMt,  u  «i- 
wfiaiitimnrM  itlTinrtT^iTf '*f*«>Wititn'i^"Hr^ 
nUuiiiH  sfooi  clinch )  of  lb*  ■dranuiM  anM 
lIMrn,  Mid  of  lb*  naiuM'  Md  apliit  io  wUdi  it 
ikodbaOKd;  ifUt  which  «  TXiy  wm  alacMd. 
Ikt  aU  pwiih  of  St.  Andiaw^  nrind,  lad  ■  nc- 
tardnnn.  On  thM  dqr  ■  bii*  congnntioB 
■tfHd  ftir  Ih*  ant  lima  in  tb>  raBuhr  Mmoe  of 
thschmeh.  Tho|jin«u>  proMca  nf thi«  vmiiA 
fOMoui^tot^MJitbhtydUimliBiiiiiliTiilHl 

emod.    OtBUSnlcoiilo  in  both  puiJiB  tmntj- 
~~~l:  MMbaadMdoifaf  tb■l■■tnH,■Ildlhu'- 
'—  ■- "'    "^--twrn  fAM^-aunU- 

Joan  OuBBn. 


«Amv.  HMStrndar  School  MDMrnnBonBact- 
od  wfih  that  of  «HT  ottwr  4ew»nMn«iiaB.  and  it  in 
a  preotioinm  eooUlian.  1^  Foinalo  Education 
SodfltT  ii  atiU  aaAdiHiaB  in  promoting  tbe  inter- 
OMa  of  Iht  parent  socielf,  u  may  be  aeen  In  the 
BAioant  of  money)  sent  Uj  Alexandria  every  year. 
The  fenuia  wrekly  pnTer-meeting  ia  regularly 

attended.     The  Faoule  Miaiionaiy  Society  liaw  .  . .      , 

alao  bacn  leahiualy  engaged  in  endeaHniiing  lo    and  dumb.     Thepteaent 
anpply  the  apihtual  wanta  c£  the  aunsuadtng    ii  two  bundled  and  tws 


iho  loot  CiBiTCBiiM,  oad  h  a-^ 

MpbcadBcoDiialablaHlK   Tk 

ladiaooftboooMiopticnbaToeMBaMitMiit 

nuko  tha  rador  a  Mfii  iiimiIim  tf  Urn  Wtm^ 
Socirtj.  iviAicb  ho  mabao  bii  (MHluSMt 


TaaitT Chaitb, PwMMulb  |mi*     Ttoiw 

tor  npoiti,  tbot,  ■•  &r  M  bi  OD  iliai ^tm 

haa  bMn  bat  liHla  oc  M  ^Bfl*  fa  ^  vSl 
eooditiOD  Of  hi*  dana  ilDco  Iha  k«  OimSZ 
Font  mMBbon  ban  boMrnddadtnthaMcfe^ 
mnniEinU,  wbilo  ananl  baro  laaoval  fas  ta 
paiiah,  which  laaroitte  naabarwham  IhaHBi 
aa  laat  rnattad.  Tlia  ooDgiagatiai  io  m  taaiM 
tba  numbCT  of  nwi  in  Ite  cfemck  wHlArfL 
Libenl  Nbicnptioaa,  to  tbo  aBnaDt  «f  flW 
biTo  boon  obtamad  for  Oo' ponoaa  of  nk^agii 
cbaTdi,  to  which  it  i*  inMiM  to  aM  a  Ma|la 
ud  ala>  a  *o«t>T-iooB— tha  wbola  didn,  aecaf 
inf  to  eatimaie,  wiU  lam  aa  in  daU  iboBt  tl,Mih 
*—  Iha  liquidation  of  vAlah  wa  il^wd  apa  fla 
in  inenaaaof  our  ewmiaiatiwi,  andTtbai^ 
liataitceof  ftiand*  ahiaad. 

Tberaara  in  eaoneooo  with  Aii  coenHillH 


_.  Ibrty. 

CbiiM  Cbnrdi,  Kod 
._h).    Since  the  iMt  O 

baptiaed  thirty-Iwo  prreona,  of  whom  fi*e  m 
'ulla;  there  have  been  four  maniuea  vi£  ' 
four  funeiala.     SeventecQ  have  been  c< 
--.  and  tlutteen  admitied  Io  tbo  commonK 
of  whom,  it  may  be  inteteating  to  atala,  wi 


Ihoy  liavB  been  enabled  to  engage  the  aorviCBt  of  : 
Iha  Rev.  Mr.  Cola,  who  ha*  been  employed  by  ;  i 
"■ —  '—  •>■ —  mootha  m  the  county  of  Surty,  I  i 


J  the  Right  Rev.  the ,  ._ 
Novembec  laat.  The  oU  paiiita 
iLu  luu  ueen  tppropnated  and  ta  to  be  fined 
eipreeaJy  fat  Lbe  uae  of  the  Sunday  School 
'  m  a  Tsiry  enrouiaging  condition,  nanteni| 


ara,  and  upwonlB  of  three  bundrad  (olma 

_.„ —  libtsry.     The  Auiiliary  EdocaOon  Socia 

In  Sorry,  nrfaere  oar  church  baa  acarcely  been    conLinueg  Io  flninah ;  and  haa,  dann(  the  h 


irejudice  foi 


0  fill  the  o 


year,  contributed  to  the 

lution  »IS6  SO;    bende 

benelictrry  from  thi>  parian.     ■fho  lempoial  poa- 

ppniy  of  iJie  church  la  perhapa  graalor  than  ithia 

ever  been  in  pa*t  yeara ;  and,  in  ila  apiritDal  ego> 


known  except  to    her  prejudi 

twenty  yean,  ahe  ia.  it  ia  b  — 

end  toe  prejudicag  in  regard 

Eftirta  have  been  made  during  II 

rapair  the  cburctaea  in  thia  county, 

aalary  for   the    preaent   mittialer;    iwu  ui    tae  i  conis,  wn  ntv  iiu*  mtuuui  piowng  cvncncaan 

chorchaa  bare  been  partitlly  repaired,  and.  ne    the  Lord'a  pieaeoce  and  hleaBng. 

hope,  before  the  eapiratim  of  the  preeent  year,  will  Hiitit  W.  DrrciCMn. 

be  completed.    The  actualmembera  of  our  coni' I     Monomenlal  Church,  Richraood.    CooBnaia' 

mnnion  in  thia  county  are  but  few,  cooaequmitly  (  cants,  an  deceaaed.  twelve  remored,   niwaaa 

we  have  had  loencounui  nuinydiScultiea(«ime  I  added— preaent  number,  oike  bundled  and  aenity, 

of  which  atill  eiiat).  in  aMibliahing  the  tegular  |  Baptistna  ia  the   laat  yev  aboot  thiitj-fivg,  a 

aervicea  of  the  church.     Two  Sunday  Scbooli  I  which  one  wai  of  an  adalL     Soaday  ichiitai 

have  ju at  been  commenced,  from  which,  by  the  I  one  hundred  and  aevenly-five,  diligent^  aatmcl- 

bleaaing  of  ODd.we  anticipata  much  laating  good,  i  ed  bv  ten  male  and  nmeteen  female  taachva 

"*— •■■ —  ' "-  -         Weekly  aervicea  are  held,  eilhar  in  the  chotei 

...I. J ^la  Sunday  8cl      " 


Newport  pariah.  lale  Of  Wight.     The  retort  of     i 
L  Luke'a  Church  In  thu  pariah  leporta,  Ibol    ' 
e  been  but  fewaddiuoua  tothe  commu-    < 
at  congregation  doting  tha  paalvear;  the    claaaea 
"— —  ■■ adually  riaing.  I  about 


theie  have  been  but  few  addiuoua  to  the  commu-    with  (he  catechetical  cIbh  anl  the  two  Bibb 

■Uim  in  that  congregation  doting  tha  paalvear;  the    claaaea,  the  number  of  membeia  of  whick  ii 

rtureb,  bowover.  appeara  lo  be  giadually  riaing.  I  about  Ibe  aame  a*  reported  laat  year.     Mw* 

BwM  It  ja  btyed  tha  time  i*  not  &r  diatajit  whui  I  praiaa  i»  due  lo  tha  aupanQteDdanla  ai^  laKhM 
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IT  Scbool,  who,  bf  tb«  mi 

, D  (<  iiwtinctian  provided  .^ 

1  ^am^d  Sandaj  School  Union,  uid  lhi< 


Mn  onablM  lor 

«nl  chancier  ind  Uucipline  uf  the  ■chool. 

To  tbe  cradH  at  the  eongmgition  il  ought  to 
be  mentiuned,  Ihtt  in  the  coune  oT  Ibe  lut  Iwq 
■jtan  Xhey  hate  contributed  >t  leul  tl.SSO  (Or 
pnrwaM  coaneetad  with  the  church,  m  idditioii 
to  WBT  oniinuT  vipsnae*.  which  ara  not  lighi, 
.i.  .    p_  «_,.! ,1,.  — au,nont,  C1,S00;  for 


,  _  ..■eign  Mumon- 

aij  SocietT  of  the  Proieetaiit  Eyacoffmi  Chaidi 
fa  the  United  State*,  1350. 

RicHOD  Cbahhihs  Hooii. 
Bniton  puiih,  Williaiuburg.    The 


>r  coluund  J. 

-_ . -.  — ch  were  of  mfanU, 

Mid  two  of  the  nmaining  ulnlt*  belonging  not  »■ 
«•  pui*.    Of  "■ — 


inrormallon  iccenible, 
That  ihry  conuder  the  fenenl  cDoditioi  of 
hiirch  in  this  diocea*,  injiu  future  proipecW 
lattering  In  a  degree  brytmd  w""^ '''      '        * 


^  proaperit  J. 
Our  naiiahea.  where  regulai  miiualratioiu  . 
had,  exhibit,  aa  ap]>ean  Ut  your  CDmmittee,  t 
-'mces  of  improxamcnt  which  call  for  the  Ictti 
ralilude  of  all  out  heart*,  and  invite  ua  to 
;wed  elTorla  for  the  eilcnnon  of  the  Etedeenii 
in^oin  and  the  gslTalion  of  aoula.  In  the  n 
try  there  u  zeal  and  aniour  regulated  by  p 
nice,  and  amnng  the  nraple  a  warm  altachiDi 
the  nfficn  and  iloclrlnea  of  the  < 


ftrtr-fiie. 
lluoiich  I 


weeU;  meeting  for  n 
ken  «irtabl>abea  1  aitd 
the  female,  thia  will 
tl  the  male  eoinraun 


the  praple  a  warm  altaci 

or  I       Ancient  prejudicei,   aiimng  chiefly  from 

iriod  uf  the  diaiiiptioii  uf  ^oac  political  tin 
hicb  we  were  hrld  in  conneiion  with  Engli 


»  the  dial _. 

a  under  the  mana; 
The  Bible  M 


'B  reauti  tc     Jnd  which  tliPi 

A    accuntl     <«  ke<'| 
»  haa  lately     jwlriitij 


in  WilliainrinTg  and  the  adjou 

Eliubeth  CitT  pariph.  Tb 
flunplon  haa  uDoergoite  no  ma 
(he  ImbI  report.  Pewa  have 
arnniementa  made  for  aome  i 


CDngn-Biiti 
rial  change 


lonal  iniprofe-  i 
laat  month  an  ' 
Menra.  Duca-  I 
held,  arxl  the 

'^rt^aiTm- 


Iiiiued  pmyetato  the  great  Head 

wante  plarei"  which  lequire  to 
if  di'iioLlion  which  call)  for  c 
ilicationa.    Mmy  are  dealiluta 

and  III  whoae  peculiar  cicallen 
ilimony. 


A0t,  WioglMd,  and  Empie,  waj 

cbtucb  Kaaopeiwd  for  three  aucc 

Ite  ncldi  aUU  continuea  (aa 

to  miniMef  to  the  congregation  a 

A  conaideiible  reduction  of  the  military  liirce  at 
IkM  poM  haa  receirily  taken  place,  and  conae- 
Mantly  the  congrention  ii  materially  dimmiahed. 
like  tenenl  attendance,  howeipr,  at  the  church, 
tl  Ihoae  who  lemam,  together  with  the  cilizena, 
(i  awoaraging.  and  ii  conaidrted  aa  the  precuraor 
tt  aoaw  apiritual  good.  The  Sunday  School  ii 
Mill  centinoed  with  good  ancceaa.  Baptiami 
■CTfnteCT — coaunonicanta  thirty— mimngra  aii 
— ftuterata  nine.  H.  L.  UKEriaa. 

St.  Gflorge'a  panah,  Accomack  county.  The 
nctOT  reporta  that  he  haa  performed  regular  aer- 
TKoe  in  thu  pariah  >mce  July  laHt.  In  conac- 
fDCDCeof  Iba  panah  being  vacant  for  several  yean 
prevkwa  to  hia  location,  the  church  has  evulcntly 


le  Society  and 
within  the  loel 

. _-.. twonty.«ight — bap- 

•suW  twanty^luee — funeisla  three, 

ZicHaaiiH  H.  GoLDaaiTH. 
The    Rev.  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  from    the 
«OiDiiuit«s  open  the  aiate  of  the  church  in  this 
4kiceaa,  preaented  Ihs  following  leport  and  ic- 
campuiyiDg  reaoltUioni : — 


i'C 


!part!^witKlU 


[hni  nper  iuiigniei 
They  call  for  tl 

.leejjly  saddened  by  "  hO|. 

nnd  gather  in  thia  haivcat,  who  ihall  carry 
Ihese  fanuehi-d  auuls  the  bread  of  life !     The  an 

To  the  .\fi»iii«iary  Society  juat  ealabliaheil  by  tl 

hopes  of  the  needed  relief  in  thia  our  deep  n 

The  committee  being  deeply  Impreaeed  wi 
lhe«nse  of  the  propriety  of  preaening  theChri 
tian  purUY  and  the  propur  iligiiity  of  tlie  Conva 
Eiona  of  thia  dioceaa,  rpcommend  to  the  Coutb 
Lion  the  adoption  of  an  amenilinmt  la  the  aecoi 
;sttii:lR  uf  the  coniitiluliun.  bv  ailding  lo  the  aon 
ihc  following  worda ;  "  and  provided  also,  th 
riucb  delegate  or  delegates  ahnll.  previously 
lakuig  his  or  their  aeat  in  Convention,  comp 
with  the  subscription  miuired  of  TMtrymen."    ! 

ibe  following  resoluliona  : — 

Ronolved,  Thai,  agreeably  to  the  prariaioiu  i 
ibe  thirteenth  article  uf  tbe  constitution,  notice  I 
tiaiismitlcd  to  the  scleral  Trslnes  of  the  pariabi 
in  Ihia  dioceas,  that  il  ia  propoaed  at  the  ne: 
Convention  to  ameml  the  aecond  article  of  tl 
constitution,  by  ailding  to  the  aams  the  fallowil 
words ;  '*  and  provideil  also,  that  aach  delegate  i 


1'TS 


at  m  Conrention, 


c  made  bj  Emi  Smi 
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lud,  the  eommittee  reeonuDend  th«  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution : — 

Resolved,  ThAt  William  Leigh,  Esq.  be  re- 
quested to  hokl  the  bonds  of  Edmund  Itbj  for 
collection,  to  proceed  co  collect  ihe  money  doe 
upon  the  bonds  as  soon  as  the  last  bond  shsll  be- 
come due,  and  to  make  a  report  oi  his  proceedings 
to  ihe  next  Convention. 

AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

F.  W.  Hatch,  Chairman. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  said  report  be 
accepted,  and  the  resolutions  adopted. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  leave  of  absence 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session  be  granted  to 
Mr.  Philip  A.  Boiling. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the 
thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  the 
minister  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  this 
place,  for  the  liberal  and  kind  offer  of  his  church 
for  the  use  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Convention  be  tendered  to  the  citizens  of  this 
place,  for  their  kind  and  hospitable  attentions  to 
the  members  of  the  Convention  during  its  session. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  tlie  thanks  of  this 
Convention  be  presented  to  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  for  their  faithful  services. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  one  thousand 
copies  of  tfaia  journal  be  printed,  and  distributed 
by  the  secretary  among  the  parishes,  under  the 
•uperintendence  of  the  bishop. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  the  sec- 
jretary  his  expenses  incurred  in  attending  this 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  the  door- 
keeper of  this  Convention  six  dollars  for  his 
services. 

The  Rev.  William  Meade,  from  the  board  of 
jtrustees  of  the  Theolo^cal  School,  presented 
jthe  following  report,  which  was  received  : — 

fleport  of  the  Board  of  IVutUea  of  the  Theological 
School  tfthe  EpUcopal  Church  of  Virginia. 

The  trustees  of  this  institution  are  enabled  to 
report,  that  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  seems 
/Mill  to  attend  all  their  efforts  in  its  behalf.  Within 
the  last  two  years  about  nineteen  thousand  dol- 
lars have  been  added  to  our  former  subscription, 
more  than  eleven  thousand  dollars  of  which  hove 
been  paid  and  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  farm, 
to  the  erection  of  buildings,  and  to  other  pur- 
poses of  the  institution.  What  has  been  sub- 
scribed is  still,  however,  far  from  sufficient  to 
place  our  institution  on  a  sure  and  respectable 
zoundation. 

The  treasurer's  account  will  show  the  amount 
of  the  funded  capital,  and  that  it  still  falls  far 
short  of  what  is  needed  for  the  comfortable  sup- 
port of  one  professor.  Relying  upon  that  Provi- 
dence which  has  hitherto  opened  the  hearts  and 
hands  of  so  many  friends,  to  enable  us  to  com- 
mence this  work  and  prosecute  it  to  its  present 
state,  we  still  cherish  the  pleasing  hope  that  it 
TRrill  mcrease  more  and  more  each  year  in  useful- 
ness, and  that  its  fnends  will  never  peniiit  it  to 
■offer  for  want  of  those  pecuniary  aids  which  are 
easential  to  its  prosperity. 

During  the  past  year  twenty -seven  candidates 
for  the  ministry  have  been  enrolled  on  the  list  of 
students  st  the  seminary,  though  only  seventeen 
of  these  have  been  pursuing  the  regular  study  of 
divinity,  the  remainder  being  chieny  encased  in 
pome  pnpumlorx  studieai 


Of  the  members  of  the  MmiiMiiy  dmiiig  As 
present  session,  one  is  from  Nonh  Carolii»,  unm 
Iran  Virginia,  five  from  Maryfamd,  three  /ran 
Pennsylvania,  five  fiom  New-York,  three  from 
Vermont,  one  Irom  Counecticut,  and  two  fron 
Massachusetu. 

I'he  number  of  the  first  class  at  present  is  seven. 

In  pursuing  the  course  of  studies  marked  out 
by  the  '*  Regulations  of  the  Seminary,'*  the  genUs* 
men  composing  the  first  class  have  read,  uo  the 
**  Evidences  of  Revelaliou,'*  about  one  h^Lf  uf  lbs 
first  volume  of  **  Home's  Introductuni,'*  together 
with  such  other  authors  who  have  discuMcd  »itk 
ability  the  subjects  treated  of  m  the  text-book, 
as  were  designsied  by  the  professor.  Tbcy  hsvs 
read  critically,  and  with  a  c<»it>tant  refereore  to 
the  most  approved  commentators,  the  wbole  of 
the  Greek  Harmony  of  the  histurical  books  of  lbs 
New  Testament  On  the  interpretatioQ  uf  ihe 
New  Testament,  they  have  recited  to  the  prUes- 
sor  a  very  large  pan  ol  the  second  volume  of 
Home's  Introduction,  and  Emesti  on  intetpFstap 
tion,  &c. 

About  the  first  of  January  the  class  commenced 
the  study  of  Hebrew,  and  have  read  fifteen  chap- 
ters in  the  book  of  Genesis,  and  are  now  pursuii^ 
their  studies  by  the  aid  which  the  Hebrew  Chns- 
tomatby  of  Professor  Stuart  aflurds.  The  class 
have  been  required  to  produce  to  the  pnrfssaor 
once  a  week  original  compositions  on  the  uiost  un* 
portant  pwofa  ot  divine  revelation,  and  occauoo* 
ally  a  critical  dissertation  on  some  difficult  pas* 
sages  of  the  New  I'estamenL 

The  industry  and  general  good  conduct  of  Abe 
students  hsve  met  with  the  warm  comnienriatiiin 
of  the  professors. 

I'he  second  cisss  have  read  and  andeigoiie 
satisfactory  examination  on  nearly  the  whole  of 
Mosheim's  Church  History,  with  refereuce  to 
Milner,  and  such  other  ecclesiastical  histories  as 
the  library  afforded.  And,  in  addition  to  the  study 
of  ecclesiasiicai  history,  this  class  has  been  eor 
gsged  in  the  critical  study  of  the  Epistles  in  Greek, 
and  of  the  Prophet  isaiab  m  Hebrew  ;  tliey  have 
also,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  institn- 
tiun,  completed  a  comprehensive  system  of  Scrip* 
tund  Divinity,  mskiiig  the  Bible  in  its  ongmsl 
Isnguages  the  sole  text-book  preparatory  tu  the 
examination  of  human  systems  sjod  the  articles 
of  our  church.  During  the  present  month  an  ez< 
amination  of  the  students  has  taken  place,  in  the 
presence  of  the  bishop  and  other  trustees,  which 
proved  creditable  to  mstructers  snd  pupils.  At 
that  time  three  of  the  candidates  were  admitted 
to  holy  orders  by  the  bishop  of  our  diocess.  From 
this  mstitution  we  have  already  received  a  nuflk- 
ber  of  useful  labourers  m  the  ministry  of  our 
church,  and  to  it  must  we  look  for  those  faithful 
labourers  yet  needed  to  build  up  the  many  waste 
places  of  our  Zion.  We  therefore  mo»t  esr- 
neatly  recommend  it  to  the  continual  and  increas- 
ing prayers  and  charity  of  the  friends  of  ibe 
church,  and,  above  all,  to  the  protection  and  blM* 
sing  of  Heaven. 

Resolved,  That  the  names  of  the  subscribers 
to  the  Theological  School  since  May,  1827,  be 
published  with  the  Journals  of  the  ConvertioD. 

Mr.  Hugh  Mercer  hsvins  resigned  his  office 
ss  a  trustee  of  tho  Theological  School,  Mr. 
Robert  P.  Waring  was  duly  elected. 

On  motion,  ResolTed,  That  the  following  be 
adopted  as  an  additional  canon. 

I'hat  the  election  of  lay  delegates  to  the  Con- 
vention shall  be  certified  either  by  the  chuicli> 
wardeni  or  bj  the  clerk  of  tha  fsatiy. 
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On  notion,  RawlTsd,  That  the  sam  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  doUan  be  approphiited  to  the 
biahop  for  hie  episcopal  senrices  for  the  support 
of  hie  assistant  out  of  the  contingeDt  funid,  to 
make  up,  with  the  sum  paid  in  for  that  purpose 
dohng  the  present  Convention,  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  dollars,  in  pursuance  of  the  pledge 
■Mde  by  the  Convention  in  the  year  182G. 
On  motion  of  the  Rer.  £.  C.  M'Guire,  it  was 
Rosolved,  That  this  ConTention,  regarding 
the  intemperate  use  of  ardent  spirits  as  one  of 
the  moei  desolating  and  alarming  vices  of  our 
country,  as  presenting  one  of  the  most  formi- 
dable of  all  barriers  to  the  spread  of  the  uospel 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour — feels  itself  called  upon 
to  oxpreea  its  decided  approbation  of  the  efforts 
thnt  are  making  in  many  sections  of  our  land  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  this  acknowledged  evil, 
■ad  to  pray  that  abundant  success  may  crown 
tho  labours  of  the  Christian,  the  patriot,  and  the 
l^iilanthropiat,  in  their  laudable  associations  for 
imporUnt  purpose. 


Retolred,  That  tbo  Rev  Rood  Keith,  tho 
Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  the  Rot.  Hemj  W. 
Ducachet,  M.  D.,  the  Rev.  Edward  C.  M*Guire, 
Dr.  Carter  Berkeley,  and  Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  nominated,  trustees  to  the 
General  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  Statas. 

Resolved,  That  the  treaaurer  pay  to  the  Rer. 
William  Meade,  D.  D.,  biahop  elect,  and  to  the 
delegatea  to  represent  this  diocess  in  the  next 
General  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars  each,  to  defray  their  expenses  in  attend- 
ing the  said  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  the  quota 
due  from  this  diocess  to  the  General  Conven- 
tion, to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  same. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  Convention  ad- 
journed, to  meet  in  the  town  of  Winchester,  on 
the  third  Thursday  in  May  next. 

William  Mbadb,  D.  D.,  President. 

Teste,    John  G.  Williams,  Secretary. 


Jamnutl  of  the  Proeeedingg  of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Diocess 
of  Virginia,  ythich  assembled  in  the  town  of  Winchester^  on  Thursday,  the  90/A  of  May,  1830. 


f*Hia  being  the  day  and  place  appointed  for 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Diocess  of 
Virginia,  several  clergymen  and  lay  delegates 
attended  divine  service  in  the  Episcopal  Church 
in  thia  town. 

Momioff  prayers  were  read  by  the  Rev.  Ed- 
ward C.  M'Guire,  and  a  sermon  preached  by 
the  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs. 

After  divine  service  (the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
ICoore  boioff  absent),  the  Right  Rev.  William 
Meade,  D.  D.,  assistant  bishop  of  the  diocess, 
took  the  chair  as  president  of  the  Convention. 

The  following  clergymen,  entitled  to  seats  in 
this  Convention,  appeared,  viz. : — 

The  Rev.  Ebenezer  Boyden,  Augusta  parish, 
Staunton ;  the  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Coobs,  Russell 
parish,  Bedford  county ;  the  Rev.  John  Cole, 
Abingdon  and  Ware  parishes,  Gloucester ;  the 
Rev.  John  Cooke,  St  Martin'a  parish,  Hanover 
and  Louisa  counties ;  the  Rev.  James  Doughen, 
pariah  of  St.  James,  Northam,  Goochland  county ; 
the  Rot.  Charles  Dresser,  Antrim  parish,  Halifax 
county  ;  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Ducachet,  M.  D., 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk ;  the  Rev.  Adsm  Empie, 
roctor  of  Bruton  parish,  and  President  of  Will- 
iam and  Manf  College,  Williamsburg ;  the 
Rot.  Caleb  /.  Good,  St.  Marsaret's  parish, 
Caroline  county ;  the  Rev.  John  Grammer, 
Bath  parish,  Dinwiddie  county  ;  the  Rev.  Fred- 
•rick  W.  Hatch,  Fredericksville  parish,  Albe- 
marle county  ;  the  Rev.  Johauncs  Edward  Jack- 
son, Christ  Church,  Frederick  parish,  Frederick 
county ;  the  Rev.  WiUism  Jackson,  St.  Paul's 
Church,  Alexandria;  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jack- 
ioo,  Shelbume  parish,  Loudoun  county  ;  the 
Rot.  Alexander  Jones,  St.  Andrew's  parish, 
Mbnoo  eountj ;  tho  Rev.  Rooel  Koith,  D. 


D.,  Professor  in  the  Theologicsl  School  of  thia- 
diocess,  near  Alexandria;  the  Rev.  Geor^ge 
Lemon,  Hamilton  and  Leeds  parishes,  Fauquier 
county ;  the  Rev.  Edward  R.  Lippit,  Profeasor 
in  the  Theological  School  of  this  diocess,  near 
Alexandria ;  the  Rev.  William  F.  Lee,  Rich- 
mond;  the  ReT.  Edward  C.  M'Guire,  St. 
Georffe's  parish,  Fredericksburg;  the  Rev. 
John  P.  M*Guire,  Christ  Church,  Fairfax  parish^ 
Alexandria ;  the  Rev.  Nahum  G.  Osgood, 
Moore's  parish,  Campbell  county,  and  Tillotson 
parish,  Buckingham  county ;  the  Rev.  Edward! 
W.  Peet,  Henrico  parish,  Henrico  county ;  tho 
Rev.  Zachariah  Meade,  St.  Anne's  parish,  Al- 
bemarle county. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  William  Jackson  and 
Mr.  Obed  Waite  be  a  committee  to  examino 
the  certificates  of  lav  delegates ;  who  then  with- 
drew,  and,  after  a  short  time,  returned  and  pre- 
sented the  following  report : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
certificates  of  the  lay  delegates  have,  according 
to  order,  examined  the  aame,  and  report,  that 
the  following  persons  have  been  duly  elected 
lay  delegates  to  this  Convention,  and  that  their 
certificates  are  ia  the  form  prescribed  by  tho 
canon,  viz. : — 

Thomas  M.  Ambler,  Moore  parish,  Campbell 
county ;  Thomas  Nelson,  Portsmouth  pairish, 
Norfolk  county ;  Dr.  Isaac  Winston,  St.  Ste- 
phen's Chureh,  Culpepper  county ;  Dr.  Carter 
Berkeley,  St.  John's  Church,  Elizabeth  City 
parish  ;  Junius  A.  Clay,  Tillotson  parish,  Buck- 
ingham county  ;  Samuel  F^or,  Bath  pariah, 
Dinwiddie  county ;  John  P.  Clark,  Antrini 
parish,  Halifax  county;  Obed  Waite,  Christ 
Church,  Winchester;  Seth  Ward,  St.  Paul'* 
Church,    Ljnchboig;    ^^*»j»"'»   WigoiiloM» 
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Church,  Winchester;  Seth  Ward,  St.  Psnl's 
Church,  L^chbuTff;  Benjamin  W^igsenton, 
Russell  parish,  Bedford  county ;  Philip  Nelson, 
FredericK  parish,  Frekerick  county ;  Francis 
Nelson,  St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  and  Lou- 
isa counties;  Parke  F.  Berkeley,  St.  Marga- 
ret's parish,  Caroline  county ;  Edmund  I.  Lee, 
Christ  Church,  Fairfax  parish,  Alexandria ; 
John  Gray,  St.  George's  Church,  Fredericks- 
burg ;  George  M.  Carrington,  Henrico  parish, 
Henrico  county  ;  John  A.  W.  Smith,  Hamilton 
parish,  Fauquier  county ;  Thomas  Griggs,  St. 
Andrew's  parish,  JnfTerson  county ;  William  B. 
Richards,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Alexandria ;  John 
G.  Williams,  Monumental  Church,  Richmond ; 
John  E.  Page,  St.  James's  parish,  Mecklenburg 
county  ;  Francis  Silver,  Christ  Church,  Nor- 
bome  parish,  Berkeley  county. 

That  the  following  persons  appear  to  have 
been  duly  elected,  but  the*  certificates  of  their 
appointment  are  not  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
the  said  canon. 

Robert  P.  Waring,  St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex 
county ;  Benjamin  Pollard,  Christ  Church, 
Norfolk ;  William  C.  Latane  and  Thomas  L. 
Latane,  South  Farnham  parish,  Essex  county ; 
John  Stuart  and  Francis  C.  Fitzhugh,  St.  Paul's 
parish.  King  George  county;  George  Sharp, 
Hampshire  parish,  Hampshire  county ;  Lewis 
Berkeley,  St.  James's  Church,  Shelbume,  Lou- 
doun county ;  John  Carter,  St.  Anne's  parish, 
Albemarle  county ;  Thomas  Marshall,  Xeeds 
parish,  Fauquier  county ;  George  F.  Washing- 
ton, Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the 
committee  be  received,  and  that  those  persons 
who  are  reported  to  be  duly  elected,  but  whose 
certificates  are  not  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
the  canon,  be  admitted  to  their  seats  in  this 
Convention. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Benjamin 
Ferguson  be  received  as  the  lay  delegate  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Mark's,  Culpepper  county,  it 
appearing  to  the  Convention  tnat  he  was  duly 
elected  to  represent  said  parish,  but  was  pre- 
vented from  obtaining  the  certificate  of  sppoint- 
ment  by  high  waters. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  L  Lee, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  rules  of  order, 
adopted  by  the  last  Convention  for  the  govern- 
ment of  their  proceedings,  be  the  rule  of  pro- 
ceeding durinff  the  present  Convention. 

1.  The  business  of  every  day  shall  be  intro- 
duced with  prayer. 

2.  When  the  president  takes  the  chair,  no 
member  shall  continue  standing,  or  shall  after- 
ward stand  up,  except  to  address  the  chair. 

3.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the 
service  of  the  house  unless  he  have  leave,  or 
be  unable  to  attend. 

4.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in 
debate,  or  deliver  any  nuitter  to  the  house,  he 
shall,  with  due  respect,  address  himself  to  the 
president,  confining  himself  strictly  to  the  point 
in  debate. 

6.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice 

in  the  same  debate  without  leave  of  the  house. 

6.  A  question  being  once  determined  shall 


ttmd  M  the  judgmmit  of  the  hooM,  and  riisB 
not  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the  asms 
session,  unless  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds  of 
the  house. 

7.  While  the  president  is  putting  any  ques- 
tion, the  members  shall  continue  in  their  sests, 
and  shall  not  hold  any  private  diaconne. 

8.  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  hoosa 
when  any  question  is  put,  shall,  on  a  divisioo, 
be  counted,  unless  he  be  personally  interested 
in  the  decision. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  as  befon 
the  house  unless  it  be  seconded,  and,  when  re- 
quired, reduced  to  writing. 

10.  When  any  question  is  before  the  bevse, 
it  shall  be  determined  upon  before  any  new 
thing  is  introduced,  except  the  question  of  ad- 
jodxTiment. 

11.  The  question  on  a  motion  of  adjourn^ 
ment  shall  be  taken  befdre  any  other,  and  with- 
out debate. 

12.  When  the  house  is  about  to  riae,  ereiy 
member  shall  keep  his  seat  until  the  president 
shall  leave  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  the  ReT.  Dr.  Docachet, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  rule  be  add^ 
to  the  rules  of  order  adopted  for  the  gorem- 
ment  of  the  Convention : — 

That  none  of  the  roles  of  order  shall  be  sos- 
pcnded  without  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds 
of  the  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  L  Lee, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  ahall,  in  his  dis- 
cretion, select  a  pew  within  the  limits  of  those 
allotted  for  the  use  of  the  members,  which  pew 
shall  be  appropriated  for  the  accommodation  of 
visiting  clergymen  and  students  of  the  Theo- 
logical School,  who  may  be  invited  to  the  same 
by  the  president,  without  any  special  applica- 
tion to  tne  Convention. 

Mr.  John  G.  Williams  presented  the  memo* 
rial  of  the  vestry  of  Christ  Church,  in  the  city 
of  Richmond,  praying  that  they  ifiaT  be  recog- 
nised by  the  Convention,  and  that  the  delegate 
whom  they  have  appointed  may  be  received. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  said  memo- 
rial, with  the  accompanying  documents,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  ;  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  of  Mr.  Thomas  Marshall,  Mr. 
John  G.  Williams,  the  Rev.  Mr.  En^ie,  Mr. 
Obed  Waite,  and  Col.  George  M.  Carrington. 

Col.  George  M.  Carrington  presenter  the  ra- 
monstrance  of  the  wardens  and  vestry  of  Hen- 
rico parish,  against  the  reception  of  Chriit 
Church,  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  by  the  Con- 
vention; which,  on  his  motion,  was,  with  tbs 
accompanying  documents,  referred  to  the  saat 
committee  to  whom  the  memorial  was  reCened. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grammar, 

Resolved,  That  the  10th  canon  be  altarsd, 
by  striking  out  the  word  '*  eight,'*  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof,  "  five,"  so  as  to  cause  it  to  resd, 
"  On  Easter-Monday,  each  parish  shall  elect  6Tf 
vestrymen ;  but,  when  it  is  deemed  expedient, 
the  number  may  be  increased  to  twehv,**  &c 

Ordered^  That  the  Rev.  Geoige  Lemon,  the 
Rev.  Wilham  Jackson,  the  Rev.  Adam  Enipia, 
the  Rev.  Nicholas   H.   Cobba,  Mr.   Thonai 
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ManlMll,  Mr.  Edaniid  I.  Lm,  and  the  ReT.  Dr. 
I^kscImC,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  state  of  the  church  in  this  diocess, 
and  report  thereupon  to  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rer.  Frederick  W.  Hatch, 
the  Rot.  Charles  Dresser,  and  the  Rev.  Ebene- 
ler  Bojden,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the 
parochial  reports. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rer.  Edward  C.  M'Ouire, 
John  P.  M'Guire,  and  Mr.  WUliam  B.  Richards, 
be  a  committee  to  examine  the  state  of  the  fund 
fnr  the  support  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
daceaeed  clergymen. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rer.  Thomas  Jackson, 
Mr.  Obed  Waite,  and  Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee,  be  a 
committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  tlie 
treaaurer  of  the  fimd  for  the  permanent  support 
of  the  episcopate  in  this  diocess. 

Ordered*  That  the  Rev.  William  F.  Lee  and 
the  Rer.  Alexander  Jones  be  a  committee  to 
examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

Op  moCioD,  Resolved,  That  when  this  Con- 
vention adjourn  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  to- 
morrow momiiiff,  at  9  o'clock. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Obed  Waite 
have  leave  of  absence  from  the  service  of  this 
house  to-morrow  morning. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  Convention  ad- 
jouzned  nntil  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 

Fkidat,  May  21,  1830. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Biahop  Meade. 

Mr.  Alexander  Stephen,  a  lay  delegate  of 
Noibonw  parish,  a[^)oared,  produced  a  certifi- 
eato  of  his  appointment,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Thomaa  Marshall,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  were  rafoned  the  memorial  of  the  vestry 
of  Christ  Church,  and  the  remonstrance  of  the 
chnreh  of  Honrico  parish,  presented  the  follow- 
ing report  :— 

Thn  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  vestry  of  Christ  Church,  in  the  city 
of  Kiehmood,  pnymg  that  their  church  may  be 
admiltod  to  a  representation  in  the  Convention, 
uqd  tbm  rMncoatrance  of  the  wardens  snd  vestry- 
mm  of  Honiico  parish,  adverse  thereto,  beg  leave 
to  report: — 

Tnnt  thoj  have  carefully  examined  the  said  me- 
morial andf  ronumstrance,  together  with  the  ac- 
eoomnnjing  docoments,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
the  naimary,  and  quiet,  and  prosperity  of  the 
riinrrhiWilfbe  more  inrooioted  by  acceding  to  the 
I  M  the  petitioners  than  by  rejectmg  the 
There  ia  good  ground  t  believe  thato  many 
m  who  are  anxious  to  form  the  new  church, 
htho  ootabliahment  of  which  their  convenience 
ii  doeplv  interested,  could  not  be  induced  to  re- 
tm  to  tae  old  Hennco  parish  church.  Your  com- 
Briltoo  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  or  advisable 
li^ivo  a  dolafled  statement  of  the  considerations 
nhich  ooeasioned  or  the  circumstances  which  at- 
Indod  the  establishment  of  the  new  church,  be- 
cnoo  that  course  would  be  calculated  to  promote, 
■d  pooaihiv  to  perpetuate,  the  painful  excitement 
bf  wnkh  the  friends  of  either  church  have  been 
mKttd.  It  ia  aoffident  to  say,  that  the  coarse 
which  the  petitiaiien  have  pursued  seems  to  vonr 
•wimiltiie,  upon  an  attentive  investigation  ot  the 
vhoie  aabject,  to  have  been  strictly  canonical,  and 


that  aU  the  conotitotumal  reqoiritoo  have  boon 
complied  with.  They  tberefbra  reconunend  to 
the  Convention  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  the  vestry  of 
Christ  Church,  in  the  citv  of  Richmond,  is  reason- 
able, and  that  their  lay  delegate  be  «^mntfd  to  a 
seat  in  this  body.'* 

And,  on  the  question  being  put  upon  agree- 
ing with  the  committee  in  their  report  and  reso- 
lution, the  same  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes — Bishop  Meade,  the  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Boydon,  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  John  Cole,  John 
Cook,  James  Doughen,  Charles  Dresser,  Henry 
W.  Ducachet,  Adam  Empie,  Caleb  J.  Good, 
John  Grammer,  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  Johannes 
Edward  Jackson,  William  Jackson,  Thomaa 
Jackson,  Alexander  Jones,  Reuel  Keith,  Geo. 
I^mon,  Edward  R.  Lippit,  Edward  C.  M*Ouire, 
John  P.  M'Guire,  Nahum  G.  Osgood,  Zacha- 
riah  Mead ;  Messrs.  Thomaa  M.  Ambler, 
Thomas  Nelson,  Issac  Winston,  Carter  Berke- 
ley, Junius  A.  Clay,  Samuel  Pryor,  John  F. 
Clark,  Obed  Waite,  Seth  Ward,  Benjamin  Wig- 

finton,  Philip  Nelson,  Francb  Nelson,  Parke 
'.  Berkeley,  Edmund  I.  Lee,  John  Gray,  John 
A.  W.  Smith,  Thomas  Griggs,  William  B. 
Richards,  John  G.  Williams,  John  E.  Page, 
Francis  Silver,  Robert  P.  Waring,  Benjamin 
Pollard,  Thomas  L.  Latane,  John  Stuart,  Fran- 
cis C.  Fitxhugh,  George  Sharp,  Lewis  Berke- 
ley, John  Carter,  Thomas  ManhaU,  Oeor;ge  P. 
Washington,  Alexander  Stephen,  and  Benjamin 
Ferguson — 66. 

Noes — George  M.  Carrington  and  William 
C.  I^tane — 8. 

Mr.  Samuel  C.  Nichols  produced  a  certificate 
of  his  appointment  as  a  lay  delegate  of  Christ 
Church,  Kichmond,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  following  pastoral  address  of  Bishop 
Moore  was  then  read : — 

To  the  CoHveniion  qfthe  PnUMtmU  Bpiaecpal  Chunk 
of  the  Dioceu  of  Virgmia. 

Dbib  BacTHBaN, — ^In  conformity  yrith  the  can- 
ons of  the  church,  1  hereby  present  you  with  an 
account  of  mv  labours  during  the  last  year. 

Immediately  after  my  recovery  from  the  illness 
with  which  I. was  c<»nned  the  last  spring,  in  the 
count)r  of  Orange,  I  repaired  to  Fredericksburg, 
at  which  place  I  preached,  and  admitted  to  the 
order  of  deacons  Mr.  N.  Osgood ;  I  then  continued 
my  journey  through  the  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia, 
in  company  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Peet  ana  Mr. 
M'Ouire  ;  preaching  in  the  churches  in  the  coun- 
ty of  King  Ueorge,  and  at  Mattox  Bridge,  in  West- 
inorelamf ;  at  thiB  courthouse,  Richmond  county ; 
in  White  Chapel  and  Christ  Church,  Lancaster 
county  ;  at  the  church  and  courtlurase,  Northum- 
berland county ;  at  Wicomico  Church,  ia  West- 
moreland ;  ana,  again  passing  through  Richmond 
county,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Peet  fulfilled  an  appointment 
which  had  been  previously  made  for  him.  We 
then  crossed  the  river  to  the  town  of  Tappahan- 
nock,  in  the  countjr  of  Essex,  at  which  place  I 

S reached,  and  adnunistered  the  Lord*s  Supper, 
'rom  thence  we  paased  on  to  Mr.  James  M.  Uar- 
nett's,   and  the  next  day  Mr.  Edward  M*Guire 

E reached  in  Yauter's  Church  in  that  neighbour- 
ood  ;  afler  which  1  administered  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per, snd  admitted  to  the  holy  order  of  the  priest- 
hood the  Rev.  Caleb  J.  Gooa.    Leaving  Mr.  Oar- 


lO 


CONVENTION  OF  l«3a 


nett's,  I  Tisited  Mr.  Waring's  family  and  lectnrad 
at  his  honse.  On  this  tour  of  May  and  June  1 
was  much  assisted  by  the  labours  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Peet  and  Mr.  John  M'Guire.  The  congregations 
were,  in  general,  large  and  attentive,  aiid  in  some 
instances  appeared  to  be  deeply  impressed.  I'hey 
are  anxious  to  procure  the  services  of  clergymen ; 
and,  I  have  no  doubt,  would  endeavour  to  yield 
them  a  comfortable  support. 

In  the  mouth  of  OciolHir  I  visited  the  counties 
of  Dinwiddle  and  Brunswick,  in  company  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Junes,  Mr.  Steele,  Mr. 
Svmc,  and  Mr.  (irammer.  1  preached  in  Sapony 
Church  on  a  week  day  ;  after  which  we  repaired 
to  Brunswick  courthouse,  where  we  passed  sever- 
al days,  the  clergy  preaching  in  turn  to  ver^  re- 
spectable and  attentive  congregations.  On  Sun- 
day we  held  three  services;  in  the  morning  I 
proachetl,  consecrated  the  church,  held  a  confirm- 
ation, and  administered  the  Lord's  Supper ;  two 
of  the  brethren  followed  in  the  afternoon  and  even- 
ing: part  of  the  day  there  were  numbers  who 
could  not  obtain  seats ;  and  the  assemblies  were 
solemn  and  attentive.  I  then  visited  Petersburg, 
and  officiated  in  that  place. 

In  November  I  visited  and  preached  in  Prince 
George,  Surry,  Suffolk,  Nansemond,  and  Isle  of 
Wight  counties.  In  the  church  in  Surry  county 
the  congregation  was  very  large,  and  in  Sutifolk 
and  Isle  of  Wight  also ;  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  was  administered  in  several  of  the 
above-mentioned  places  ;  ami  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gram- 
mer  and  Mr.  Empie  also  preache<l.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Cole  and  Mr.  Jones  were  also  in  company 
with  us. 

In  December  I  preached  and  lectured  in  Hamp- 
ton, consecrated  tne  church,  which  had  been  very 
comfortably  repaired,  and  administered  the  Lortl's 
Supper :  the  congregation  was  large  and  attentive. 
In  January  I  visited  Portsmouth,  preached  to 
a  very  large  congregation,  consecrated  a  hand- 
some church  lately  erected,  admitted  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Goldsmith  to  the  holy  order  of  the  priest- 
hootl,  and  administered  the  Lord's  Supper.  In 
Norfolk  I  preached  and  administered  the  rite  of 
confirmation  to  15  or  IC  persons.  In  the  present 
month  I  arain  visited  Portsmouth,  and  instituted 
the  Rev.  Mr.  WingAeld;  and  in  Norfolk  I  also 
preached. 

In  addition  to  the  above  duties,  I  ordained  in 
July  Mr.  Henry  B.  Goodwin,  deacon.  In  No- 
vember I  also  ordained  Mr.  Cleaveland  a  deacon, 
and  in  April  I  admitted  to  the  same  office  Mr 


gation,  and  with  the  aid  of  ueten  ol  my  brethit. 
of  the  ministry  from  our  own  and  the  neighboQi 
ing  dioccss  of  Maryland.    It  is  hoped  thai  the  oc 
casion,  and  all  the  holy  exercises  thereof,  were 
not  without  some  good  effect.    The  sight  of  a 
building  so  happily  adapted  to  all  the  purposes  for 
which  It  was  erected,  and  constructed  accordinc 
to  a  style  of  architecture  so  suitable  to  houses  of 
public  worship,  and  tfett  setting  apart  the  sameac* 
cording  to  such  solenui  and  iinprevsive  forms  fron 
all  worldly  and  common  uses,  to  the  sole  purpose 
of  honouring  God  and  promoting  the  immortal 
interests  of  men,  were  well  calculated  to  proauce 
a  salutary  effect  on  the  minds  of  all  present,  llhs 
services  were  continued  for  three  days,  and  ap- 
peared still  to  interest  the  numerous  attendants. 
On  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath  we  united  in  the 
Loni's  Supper ;  in  the  afternoon  1  baptized  four 
infants,  and  in  the  evening  the  services  were 
closed.    In  about  five  weeks  sflerward  1  made  a 
visit  to  Berkeley  county,  preaching  three  times  in 
Martinsburg  and  twice  at  Hedge's  Chapel  i  also 
once  at  Bunker's  Hill,  in  the  church  which  is  un- 
der the  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson  of  Winches- 
ter.    While  in  this  county  1  administered  the 
Lord's  Supper  and  the  ordinance  of  baptism  at 
Hedge's  Chapel    The  Rev.  Mr.  James  Tyng, 
from  the  diocess  of  New-£ngland,  has  accepted  a 
call  from  this  parish,  which  huas  now  for  some  time 
been  destitute,  and  it  is  hoped,  by  the  bleating  of 
God,  will  he  an  instrument  of  good  to  it. 

On  Monday,  the  3()th  of  November,  I  commen- 
ced a  visit  to  some  of  the  middle  counties  of  the 
state.  On  the  evening  of  that  day  I  preached  at 
Woodstock,  where  we  have  but  few  attached 
friends  to  our  communion.  1  made  an  effort  to 
reach  Harrisonburg  the  next  day,  in  order  to 
preach  in  the  evening,  but  failed  in  consequence 
of  the  state  of  the  roads,  which  had  been  render- 
ed heavy  by  the  rains  of  the  preceding  day. 

On  Wednesday  evening  I  reached  Staunton,  and 
preached  to  a  full  house.  The  three  following 
days  were  spent  in  performing  religious  services 
by  myself,  tne  Rev.  Mr.  Jackson  of  Winchester, 
and  Mr.  Charles  H.  Page  of  Amherst.  During 
which,  besides  the  various  services  in  Staunton, 
we  preached  at  a  Lutheran  church  twelve  miles 
di.««tant,  and  at  Waynesborouch.  On  Saturday 
evening,  after  having  preached  on  the  subject  in 
the  morning,  I  admmistered  the  rite  of  confirma- 
tion to  ten  persons.  On  the  next  momine.  after 
preaching  an  onlination  sermon,  I  admitted  to  the 
order  of  priests  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Boyden,  and 


I.ie<midas  Polk.    I  have  also  preached  in  Gooch-    to  the  order  of  deacons  Mr.  Adams,  two  students 


land  and  in  Hanover  counties. 

Seventeen  counties  visited,  four  deacons  or- 
dained, two  admitted  to  the  priestliood,  three 
churches  consecrated. 

With  my  sincere  prayers  that  your  association 
maybe  blessed  with  a  sense  of  the  divine  pres- 
ence, I  remain,  dear  brethren,  your  friend  and  pas- 
tor, Richard  Channino  Mooic. 

Norfolk,  May  16.  1830. 

i2«porf  of  the  Right  Rev.  W.  Meade,  A»tutant 
Biahop  of  Virginia,  to  the  Convention  assembled  in 
Winchester,  May  21,  1830. 

It  becomes  my  duty,  brethren  and  friends,  to 
add  to  the  report  just  read  an  account  of  tho«e 
episcopal  acts  which  I  have  performed,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  wishes  of  him  to  whose  assistance 
you  have  been  pleased  to  call  me.  The  fir?it  offi- 
cial act  which  it  became  my  duty  to  discharge, 
was  the  consecration  of  the  churcn  in  which  we 


from  our  Virginia  seminary.    It  gives  me  pleas- 
ure to  be  able  to  state  to  the  Convention,  that  the 
prospects  of  our  church  in  Staunton  appear  to  be 
tnily  encouraging.     The  services  of  tneir  minis- 
ter are  highly  acceptable,  and,  by  the  blessing  of 
Heaven,  we  may  expect  the  happiest  results  from 
them.    It  is  contemplated  during  the  present  year 
to  erect  two  new  brick  churclies,  one  in  Staunton 
and  one  in  the  neighbourhood.    Having  performed 
the  duties  rehired  at  Staunton,  1  proceeded  up 
the  valley  to  Botetourt,  preaching  once  only  by 
the  way,  at  Greenville,  about  twelve  miles  from 
Staunton.    On  W'ednesday  I  reached  Fin^-^astle, 
and  preached  there  that  evening  and  the  following 
morning.    I  was  here  met  by  Mr.  Cobbs,  who  re- 
mained to  preach  in  Fincastle  on  '!' harsday  even- 
ing, while  1  went  to  the  neighbourhood  of  a  church 
alx>ut  twelve  miles  distant,  where  I  preached  on 
Friday,  and  administered  the  rite  of  confirntation 

,     if}  two  persons.    The  Rev.  Mr.  Stephetis  having 

JEL  '^^^  assemblerl  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  !  left  Fincastle,  it  is  at  present  without  an  Episcopal 
Jjod.  This  was  done  on  the  30th  of  October, ,  minister.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cobbs  has,  however,  ex- 
iee9,  in  the  midai  of  a  large  and  attentive  congre-  '  teoided  his  Uboan  to  tlua  coontf  ,  tod  pinmim  t« 
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^continue  them  until  a  mora  regular  aupply  can  be 
'obtained.  We  hate  some  warm  friends  and  a  few 
intereating  members  in  ihia  county,  whom  it  is 
our  duty  to  chensh.  On  Friday  erening  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Cobba  and  myself  were  engaged  m  religious 
aiercises  at  the  houae  of  Mr.  Watts,  and  the  next 
morning  set  out  lor  Libertv,  the  county  town  of 
Bedford,  which  we  reached  in  time  for  service  in 
the  evening.  On  the  next  day,  which  was  the 
Sabbath,  i  preached  to  a  large  congregation  in 
,.that  place,  and  administered  the  rite  of  confirma- 
tion to  seven  persons.  On  Monday  I  preached  to 
a  large  assembly  at  a  private  house  some  miles  dis- 
tant, and  confirmed  tnree.  On  Tuesdsy  preached 
at  Trinity  Church,  and  confirmed  nineteen.  On 
Wedneaday  preached  at  St.  Stephen's,  confirming 
thirteen ;  and  on  Thurwiay  preached  at  New-Lon- 
don, near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Cobbi.  I  cannot 
leave  this  parish  without  noticing  how  the  rich 
blessing  of  Heaven  has  been  poured  out  on  the 
lealuus  exeruons  and  affectionate  preaching  of 
Mr.  Cobba.  But  a  few  years  since,  and  there 
were  not  more  than  two  or  three  communicanta 
jin  the  county,  and  not  a  place  of  public  worship 
belonging  to  the  church  ;  now  there  are  more  than 
aeventy  communicants,  and  tliree  places  of  public 
worship,  where  service  is  regularly  performed, 
besides  many  private  houses,  which  are  freely 
thrown  open  for  religious  exercises.  But  what  is 
far  more  important  is,  that  good  evidence  is  af- 
forded of  the  prevalence  of  real  piety ;  and  it  is 
pleasinff  to  perceive  the  animation  and  holy  zesl 
with  wnich  the  services  of  the  church  are  con- 
ducted. From  this  parish  I  passed  into  that  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Osgood,  in  Campbell  county,  preach- 
ing at  the  courthouse  on  Fnday  to  a  small  con- 
gregation, and  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  at  St. 
John^s  Church  to  large  ones.  On  Saturday  the 
church  was  consecrated,  and  on  Sunday  eight 

S»raons  were  confirmed.  The  congregation  in 
ampbell  has  been  collected,  and  the  church  built 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  by  the  disin- 
terested and  iaborioua  efforta  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Os- 
good, who,  while  supporting  himself  by  the  care 
of  a  school,  has  devoted  all  his  spare  time  to  the 
duties  of  the  ministry.  From  Campbell  1  passed 
into  Pittsylvania,  in  company  with  Mr.  Cobbs, 
who  preached  on  Monday  evening  at  Dr.  Slaugh- 
ter's, where  we  were  met  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dresser 
from  Hahfax.  On  Tuesday  1  preached  at  Green- 
field meeting-house,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mrs. 
Coles,  ao  aged  and  very  attached  member  of  our 
church,  who  has  for  the  last  thirty  yeare  been 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  communing  according 
to  those  edifying  and  venerable  forms  in  which, 
during  her  earlier  vears.she  had  been  accustomed 
to  commemorate  the  dying  love  of  her  Redeemer. 
She  lives  surrounded  by  her  children  and  de- 
•cendants,  who  still  are  determined  to  adhere  to 
the  good  old  ways  of  their  ancestors,  and  who,  by 
the  blessing  of  God,  may  prove  the  foundation  of 
an  Episcopal  church  in  that  county.  In  company 
with  the  brethren  already  mentioned,  I  spent  the 
evfming  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Coles  in  religious 
services,  firat  baptizing  one  of  her  grandchildren, 
then  confirming  ncr  youngest  dau«;hter,  and  afler- 
waid  adminiatering  ihe  Lord's  Supper  to  herself, 
her  daughter,  and  others  present,  taking  cnro  to 
ahow  how,  according  to  the  structure  and  prin- 
ciples of  our  church,  these  several  ser\'ices  fol- 
lowed each  other,  and  by  regular  gradation  con- 
ducted the  infant  member  of  Christ's  flock  up  to 
the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  the  perfect  man  in 
Cbriat  Jesua.  The  Rev.  Messre.  Osgood  and 
Dresser  have  promised  to  watch  over  arid  cherish 
our  little  hope  in  this  region :  and  "  though  our 
beginmng  be  amall,  our  latter  end  may  greitly  in- 
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crease.**  On  the  day  following  J  preached  to  a 
large  congregation  at  Pittsylvania  courthouse,  on 
my  way  to  Halifax,  which  I  reached  on  Thurs- 
day. The  three  following  days  were  spent  in  re- 
ligious services  at  Haliiax  courthouse,  at  General 
Carrington's,  and  at  the  Brick  Church.  On  Fri- 
day, which  was  Cliristmas  day,  I  preached  at  the 
courthouHe  to  a  full  house,  and  administered  con- 
firmation to  ten  persons.  1  was  peculiarly  grati- 
fied at  beholding  ihe  order  and  sobriety  wliich 
prevailed  in  Ihe  village  on  a  day  which,  though 
originally  set  apart  for  the  hulie^it  of  purposes,  haa 
too  generally  been  perverted  to  licenliuusnebs  and 
crime.  This,  1  was  informed,  is  to  be  m  a  great 
meabure  sncribed  to  the  exertions  of  some  zealous 
advocates  for  the  cause  of  Temperance  Societies, 
who  are  labouring  in  that  region  with  a  devotion 
worthy  of  the  subject.  On  the  following  Sabbath 
I  preached  at  the  Brick  (church,  and,  assisted  by 
the  Rev.  Messra.  Coblw  and  Steel,  admitted  Mr. 
Charles  Dresser  to  the  order  of  priests.  Jt  will 
be  gratifying  to  all  the  friends  of  the  church  to 
learn,  that,  under  the  faithful  and  diligent  ministry 
of  Mr.  Dresser,  it  is  rising  in  the  general  esteem 
m  this  region.  A  new  brick  church  is  nearly 
completed  at  the  courthouse,  and  another  of  wood 
ia  in  progress  in  the  county,  though  the  latter  'u 
not  entirely  the  property  of  our  denomination. 
From  Halifax  I  passed  over  into  Mecklenburg, 
where  I  preached  at  St.  James's  Church  on  Tues- 
day to  a  small  congregation,  administered  the  rite 
of  confirmation  to  seven  persons,  aixl,  spending 
the  evening  at  old  Mrs.  Nelson's,  preached  and 
administered  the  holy  communion.  Our  aasembly, 
both  morning  and  evening,  was  rendered  smaller 
than  usual  by  heavy  falls  of  rain,  which  made  the 
roads  and  watercourses  difhcult  of  passage.  I 
returned  through  Charlotte  into  Campbell,  calling 
at  Mr.  John  Henry's,  who  lives  at  the  ancient  seat 
of  his  father,  Mr.  Patrick  Henry,  the  well-known 
friend  of  his  country,  of  religion,  and  our  church. 
His  widow  and  children  still  retain  their  attach- 
ment to  the  church,  and  some  of  them  are  worthy 
niembere  of  the  same.  On  the  evening  of  the  last 
day  of  the  year  I  reached  the  house  of  Mr.  Spots- 
wood  Henry,  in  Campbell,  and  preached  at  the 
same  to  a  considerable  collection  of  the  neigfa- 
boura.  On  the  next  morning,  in  company  with 
Mr.  Osgood,  i  proceeded  to  Lynchburg,  where  I 
preached  in  the  evening.  The  two  following  days 
were  spent  in  preaching  the  word  and  administer- 
ing the  ordinances  of  religion  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Os- 
gcKxi  and  myself  to  full  and  attentive  congrega- 
tions, during  which  lime  1  baptized  one  adult  and 
several  children,  confirmed  twenty-two  persons, 
and  administered  the  Lord's  Supper  .to  a  large 
number.  God  has  blessed  the  disinterested  m- 
boure  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Snuth  in  this  place.  A  few 
yeara  since,  and  we  had  no  congregation  or  place 
of  worship  in  Lynchburg;  now  we  have  a  com- 
modious and  handsome  edifice,  and  a  very  con- 
siderable and  increasing  congregation,  in  which 
there  is  a  goodly  number  of  truly  pious  and  de- 
voted servants  of  the  Lord. 

My  next  visit  was  to  the  counties  of  Amherst 
and  Nelson,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Page,  and  where,  in  the  zeal,  and  piety,  and 
number  of  his  converts,  is  to  be  seen  the  evidence 
of  his  faitliful  and  laborious  ministry.  I  preached 
at  the  four  different  places  where  he  regularly 
officiates,  and  admitted  forty-one  persons  to  the 
rite  of  confirmation.  After  preaching  in  Nelson 
at  the  last  of  the  four  places  alluded  to,  I  passed 
over  into  Buckingham,  and  reached  the  court- 
house that  evening  in  time  to  follow  with  an  ex- 
hortation a  sermon  of  Mr.  Osgood,  who  had  gone 
befon  me  to  that  place.    The  two  following  days 
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were  spent  in  religions  exercises  at  the  Merrr  i 
Oaks  and  a  private  house  in  the  neighbourhooo,  ' 
where,  though  the  weather  was  very  unfavourable, 
our  congregations  were  large.    On  the  first  day  1 
confirmed  thirteen,  and  on  the  second  adminis-  I 
tered  Uie  Lord's  Supper  to  a  goodlv  number.    l*he 
members  and  friends  of  our  church  in  this  county 
have  been  so  happy  as  to  secure  half  of  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Rev   Mr.  Osgood,  who,  having  been 
released  from  a  school,  is  now  entirely  devoted  to 
the  ministry  of  the  word.     A  church,  it  is  ex- 
pected, will  be  built  during  this  year  in  Bucking- 
nam.    From  Buckingham  1  passed  into  Albemarle, 
where,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain, I  spent  three  days,  enjoying  the  kind  hos- 
pitality of  some  Christian  friends,  and  preaching 
at  Warren,  at  Scottsville,  and  at  Mrs.  Carter's. 
I  am  pleased  to  inform  the  Convention,  that  a 
church  is  soon  to  be  erected  in  this  part  of  Albe- 
marle.   On  Friday  evening  1  reached  Charlottes- 
ville and  preached  there,  as  also  the  next  morning 
and  evemng.    On  the  Sabbath,  after  a  sermon  by 
tihuB  Rev.  Mr.  Boyden,  1  administered  the  rite  of 
confirmation  to  twenty-seven  persons,  snd  the 
Lord's  Supper  to  very  many  more.    1  preached 
tffain  that  evening,  and  thus  ended  the  services 
of  the  occasion.    I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
ike  gratification  which  I  experienced  at  tne  con- 
stant attendance  and  correct  deportment  of  a  large 
number  of  the  young  men  attached  to  the  uni- 
versity.   May  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  rest 
upon  the  institution,  and  make  it  a  fruitful  nursery 
01  generous  patriots,  enlightened  statesmen,  and 
devoted  servants  of  the  Lord.    On  Monday  morn- 
ing I  left  Charlottesville,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Hatch,  and  preached  to  a  small  congregation  at 
Walkefs  Church  about  mid-day.     Tarrying  all 
night  at  Mr.  Nelson's,  we  set  out  the  next  morn- 
ing for  Orange,  and  reached  the  courthouse  in 
time  for  service  at  noon.    We  were  then  joined 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  who  is  ofiliciating  minister 
at  that  place.    I  preached  on  that  and  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  took  some  pan  in  the  exercises  of  the 
evening,  following  with  an  exhortation  a  discourse 
by  Mr.  Hatch.    On  the  second  day  I  baptized  six 
children  before  the  congregation.    On  Fhursday 
I  reached  Culpepper  courthouse,  and  preached 
morning  and  evemng ;  in  the  morning  admitting 
eleven  persons  to  the  rite  of  confirmation.    On 
the  following  day  I  preached  at  the  Fork  Church, 
where  I  was  jomea  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodville, 
under  whose  care  the  congregation  is.    The  day 
was  unpleasant,  and  the  congregation  small.    On 
the  evening  of  that  day  I  reached  Fauquier  court- 
house, where  I  preached  the  following  day.    On 
the  next,  which  was  the  Sabbath,  I  preached  at 
Cool  Spring,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county,  and 
on  the  evening  of  the  ssme  day,  by  the  good  prov- 
idence of  God,  was  permitted  once  more  to  reach 
my  home  and  family,  after  an  absence  of  ei^ht 
weeks ;  in  some  measure,  I  trust,  impressed  with 
gratitude  for  the  high  honour  conferred  on  me  in 
bein^  allowed  to  perform  such  holy  duties,  and 
for  his  gracious  protection  of  me  m  giving  health 
and  strength  to  accomplish  what  I  had  under- 
taken, and  especially  in  granting  such  mild  and 
favourable  weather  during  a  period  of  the  year 
usually  most  unpropitious  lor  religious  assemblies. 
After  remainmff  at  home  a  few  weeks  1  made 
a  visit  of  a  few  days  to  Alexandria,  chiefly  with 
a  view  to  that  institution  whioh  is  so  dear  to  .us 
all,  because  so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  our 
diocess,  as  well  ss  conducive  to  the  general  in- 
terests of  rehgion  in  our  church  snd  country. 
While  there  1  admitted  to  deacon's  orders  Mr. 
Zachariah  Mead,  whom  the  bishop  had  requested 
me  to  ordain  during  my  journey  in  the  winter, 


but  who,  on  account  of  ill  heahh,  wu  mnbb  to 
meet  me  at  any  point  of  my  journey.  From  this 
time  until  Easter-Sunday  I  was  not  called  oo 
for  the  performance  of  any  episcopal  acta,  when, 
after  having  devoted  all  the  Sabbaths  in  Lent  ex- 
cept one  to  a  series  of  discourses,  addressed  to 
the  young  and  all  those  who  had  never  renewed 
their  baptismal  engagements,  I  admitted  at  the 
chapel  where  I  officiate  eight  persons  to  the  rite 
of  coofirmation.  On  the  following  day  I  set  out 
on  a  visit  to  some  of  the  parishes  of  M aiyland, 
bordering  on  the  Potomac,  which  I  had  been  le- 
quested  to  attend  to  by  Bishop  Moore,  who  had 
been  invited  to  take  them  under  his  epbcopel 
charge.  In  the  evening  1  reached  Chaiiestown, 
in  Jefferson  county,  where  1  preached.  On  the 
following  day  I  arrived  at  the  parish  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Rice,  on  the  Maryland  tract,  where  my  la- 
bours in  Maryland  commenced ;  bat,  as  my  report 
of  these  belongs  more  properly  to  the  Maryland 
Convention,  I  shall  not  detain  you  by  a  redUl  ai 
them.  Aflerliaving  concluded  the  duties  required 
of  me  in  Maryland,  1  returned  homeward  by  the 
ws  V  of  Romney,  which  1  reached  on  Saturday,  the 
23a  of  April,  preaching  there  that  evening,  and 
twice  the  following  day.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Holiday 
Johns,  from  Maryland,  was  so  ^ood  as  to  accom- 
pany me  to  that  place,  and  assist  in  the  perfonn- 
ance  of  divine  service,  as  also  to  preach  once  oo 
the  Sabbath.  On  Tuesday  I  oreached  in  Zion 
Church,  about  seventeen  imles  from  Romney,  and, 
on  the  same  evening,  Mr.  Johns  officiated  at 
Bethell ;  our  members  in  this  pariah  are  few,  but 
very  firm  and  decided,  and  in  two  of  the  congre- 
gations meet  on  the  Sabbath,  where  the  service 
and  a  sermon  are  read  by  a  layman,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  this  duty  some  years  since.  Suchy 
brethren,  is  the  account  I  render  of  th^e  eervicea 
which  1  have  been  enabled  lo  perform  since  it 
pleased  Alimghty  God  to  allow  me  to  labour  in 
the  highest  order  of  the  ministry  of  his  church.  I 
humbly  commit  them  to  his  gracious  favour,  and 

fray  that  they  may  not  be  altogether  in  vain.  And 
earnestly  entreat  all  my  brethren  and  friends 
who  have  contributed  to  place  me  in  this  office, 
and  all  who  deiiire  my  usefulness  m  it,  that  they 
will  lend  me  the  aid  of  their  counsels  and  their 
prayers,  that  1  may  faithfully  and  effectually  fulfil 
the  ministiy  whicn  has  been  assigned  me. 

Wm.  Mbadk,  Assistant  Bishop  of  Virginia. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  pastoral  ad- 
dresses of  the  bishop  and  assistant  bishop  of  this 
diocess  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
state  of  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Grsmmer,  from  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Theological  School,  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  read  : — 

Report  of  the  Tnutees  of  the  Theologicml  Semmary 
of  the  Dioeet  of  Vtrginia. 

The  trustees  are  again  permitted  to  report,  thai 
the  institution  under  their  charge  ia,  by  tne  di^-tne 
blessing,  still  in  a  prosperous  conditicKL  By  an 
afflictive  dispensation  of  God,  they  have  bi^n  de- 
prived for  some  months  of  the  valuable  services  of 
one  of  the  professors ;  but  the  able  and  assiduous 
efforts  of  his  colleague  have,  it  is  hoped,  prevent- 
ed any  serious  loss  to  the  department  under  his 
care.  The  prescribed  course  of  studies  has  been 
pursued,  and  the  usual  exercises  of  the  studenta 
performed  without  interruption.  The  number  of 
young  men  engaged  in  theological  studies  at  the 
seminary  during  the  present  session  baa  been 
seventeen.  Three  of  these  have  already  been 
ordained,  and  three  more  are  in  expectatioo  of  ro> 
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cbMb§  onlan  dorinf  thii  Conrention.  And  u 
two  were  ordained  before  the  commencement  of 
this  aeesion,  and  since  the  last  report,  the  whole 
immber  which  will  have  left  the  seminary  and 
takea  orders  during  the  year  is  eight. 

One  oi  the  profeasora  reports  to  the  board,  that 
the  industry  and  general  pmgjen  of  the  students 
has  been  such  as  to  deserve  his  warm  commenda- 
tioo.  A  spirit  of  haimony  and  brotherly  love  has 
pievaiied  among  them,  which,  when  connected 
with  their  exertions  in  Sonday  Shools,  and  other 
lealous  efforts  for  the  spiritual  improvement  of 
the  destitute  and  ignorant  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
seminary,  exhibits  a  very  favourable  evidence  of 
the  aincehty  and  ardour  of  their  piety. 

The  junior  class  have,  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, been  engaged  in  studving  Home's  Introduc- 
tion to  the  Critical  Study  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures, 
and  have  already  completed  the  first  volume,  on 
the  Evidences  oi  Christianity ;  have  read  a  small 
put  of  the  second  volume,  on  Biblical  Criticism, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  third  volume,  on  Bibli- 
cal Antiquities.  And  it  is  expected  that  they  will, 
during  the  aession,  complete  the  second  and  third 
Tolomes,  and  also  the  fourth  volume,  on  the  Analy- 
sis of  the  Books  of  Scripture.  In  their  Greek 
studies  they  have  nearly  completed  Archbishop 
Newcombe's  Harmony  of  the  Gospels,  referring 
in  their  progreas  to  the  most  approved  commenta- 
tora.  In  Hebrew  they  have  been  engaged  in 
studying  Stuart's  Hebrew  Christomathy,  which 
they  will  finish  by  the  close  of  the  session.  They 
have  alao,  cmce  m  every  fortnight,  comitosed  dis- 
sertationa  on  the  most  important  arguments  in 
support  of  the  truth  of  revealed  religion,  which 
heve  been  read  before  the  class,  and  undergone  the 
minute  criticism  of  the  professor. 

The  senior  class  have  attended,  during  the  ses- 
sion, to  the  critical  study  of  the  Epistles,  of  which, 
with  the  aid  of  the  best  commentaries,  they  have 
read  the  two  to  the  Thessalonia ns,  the  one  to  the 
Bomans,  and  the  first  to  the  Corinthians.  The 
course  in  systematical  divinity  has  been  paysod 
over  in  a  manner  somewhat  more  genera*!  than 
usual,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  pro- 
fessor on  whom  devolves  the  instruction  in  this 
deparunent :  but  the  most  important  subjects  in 
theology  have  been  thoroughly  studied. 

The  treasurer's  report,  which  is  annexed  hereto, 
will  exhibit  a  view  of  the  funds  now  in  hand. 
From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  our  means  are  as 
yet  very  inadequate  to  the  pennanentand  efficient 
support  of  the  institution.  And  while  the  board 
would  gratefully  scknowledge  the  divine  goodness 
which  has  prospered  their  efforts  thus  far,  and 
from  past  mercies  would  learn  to  rely  with  more 
confidence  on  future  assistance,  yet,  remembering 
thmt  the  purposes  of  God  are  accomplished  through 
the  agency  of  human  means,  ana  that  his  crea- 
tures are  the  honoured  instruments  by  which  his 
kingdom  is  to  be  established,  they  would  earnest- 
ly call  upon  the  friends  of  our  Zion,  and  urge 
them  to  put  forth  ail  their  energies  in  placing  on 
■  firmer  foundation  that  institution  from  which, 
under  God,  we  hope  for  labourers  whose  efforts 
are  to  chaiwe  our  moral  wilderness  into  a  fruitful 
field. 

The  Rev.  William  F.  Lee,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  ac- 
counts, made  the  following  report  :— 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  for  ex- 
amination the  account  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
Convention,  report,  that  they  have  examined  the 
same,  and  find  it  to  be  correct,  and  sustained  by 
the  proper  vouchers ;  and  that  there  is  a  baitnee 


of  $33  63  in  his  hands,  as  a]^ais  by  the  an- 
nexed account. 

WiLLUM  F.  Lib,  Chairman. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  said  report 
be  received  and  approved. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  the  state  of  the 
fund  for  tne  permanent  support  of  the  episco- 
pate in  this  diocess,  presented  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  read  and  approved. 

The  committee  on  the  episcopal  fund  report, 
that,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  fund  made 
to  the  last  Convention,  the  amount  in  stocks 
and  cash  then  on  hand  was  $4,836  16. 

Since  the  last  Convention,  seven  shares  of 
the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria  have  been 
purchased,  at  thirty  dollars  a  share,  the  par  value 
of  which  is  fifty  dollars.  The  shares  were  pur- 
chased from  the  dividends  arising  from  the  stock 
of  the  fund.  The  dividends  on  the  stock  have 
been  four  per  cent,  on  the  par  value.  There  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  agent  of  the  trustees,  in 
money,  $17  16,  besides  one  unpaid  dividend  of 
$36 ;  so  that  the  amount,  according  to  the  fimd, 
is  as  follows  :— 

Amount  according  to  the  last  state- 
ment,          $4,836  16 

Stock  purchased  since  last  Conven- 
tion, which,  at  par  value,  is  •       360  00 

Unpaid  dividend,    -        -         -         .         36  00 

Cash  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  17  16 


$61339  33 

The  secretary  then  received  the  following 
contributions  from  sundry  parishes  of  this  dio- 
cess for  the  Contingent  Fund  :— 

Leeds  parish,  Fauquier  county,    -  $16  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg,    -  16  00 

Lexington  and  Nelson  parish,  Amherst 

and  Nelson, 17  60 

Moore  parish,  Campbell  county,  -  -  10  00 
Tillotson  parish,  Buckingham,  36  00 

St.  PauFs  Church,  Alexandria,  -     30  00 

Shclburne  parish,  Loudoun,  -  -  30  00 
St.  Anne's  Church,  Essex,  -         -     30  00 

South  Farnham  parish,  Essex,  -  -  10  00 
Bath  parish,  Dinwiddie,  •  -  -  16  00 
Antrim  parish,  Halifax,  -  -  -  30  00 
Hamilton  parish,  Fauquier  county,  -  16  00 
Frcdericksville  parish,  Albemarle  county,  10  00 
St.  Paul's  parisn.  King  George  county,  16  00 
Frederick  parish,  Frederick  county,  -  16  00 
Russell  parish,  Bedford  county,  -     30  00 

St.  Margaret's  parish,  Caroline  county,  9  85 
St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa 

counties,  -  -  -  -  -  30  00 
Abingdon  and  Ware  parishes,  Gloucester 

county,  -  -  -  -  -  16  00 
Hampshire  parish,  Hampshire  county,  3  00 
Henrico  parish,  Henrico  county,  -  16  00 
St.  Mark's  parish,  Culpepper  county,  -  13  00 
Zion  Church,  St.  Andrew's  parish,  Jef- 
ferson county,  -  -  -  -  16  00 
Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  Fairfax  par- 
iah,        80  00 


Amount  carried  forward. 


$414  86 
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Bl.  St«pli«ii*t  Church,  Culpepper  cooDtj,  SO  00 
MomuneBtal  Qiareh,  Richniond,  -  80  00 
81.  Jemes't  perish,  Northoi,  GoocUand 

coqntT, 10  00 

Chriet  Cbnrcb,  Norfolk  boioo^  -  80  00 
Augusta  parish,  An^ia  county,  -  10  00 
£liiabeth  City  parish,  Elisabeth  City 

coooty, 7  00 

St.  Addons  parish,  Albemaile  county,  -  10  00 
Bnitoii  parish,  Williamsburg,  -  -  16  00 
Bristol    parish,   Petersburg,  Dinwiddie 

county, 80  00 

8t  Andrew's  parish,  Brunswick  county,  16  00 
Christ  Church,  Winchester,  -  -  15  00 
FkedericksviHe  psrisb,  Fredericksburg,  80  00 
Christ  Church,  Mill  Creek,  Noibome 

pariah, 7  00 

Amn  Roy.  William  Crawford,  of  Louisa,  10  00 


$643  86 

The  foDowin^  sums  were  paid  towards  the 
nppott  of  the  bisbop*s  assistant  in  the  Monu- 
mental Church. 
8t  Martinis  parish,  Hanorer  and  Louisa    •. 

counties, $10  00 

8t  MailL*s  parish,  Culpepper  county,  -  IS  00 
Leeds  psrith,  Fsoquier  county,  -  -  6  00 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk,  -  -  -  80  00 
EUzabeth  City  parish,  Elisabeth  City 

county,  -        -        -        -        -      6  00 

BsitiuA  parish,   Petersburg,    Dinwiddie 

coon^r« 80  00 

Christ  Cbuich,  Winchester,  -  -  6  00 
Fredericksrille  parish,  Fredericksburg,     15  00 


$93  00 

The  session  was  then  suspended,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  divine  senrice  by  the  Rev. 
John  Grammer,  and  a  sermon  by  the  Rev. 
Adam  Empie  ;  after  which  the  session  was  re- 
sumed. 

The  parochial  reports  were  handed  in  and 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  paro- 
chial reports. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee,  the  res- 
olution proposed  at  the  last  Convention,  to 
amend  the  2d  article  of  the  consiitution,  by  ad- 
ding to  the  same  the  following  words,  "and 
provided  also,  that  such  delegate  or  delegates 
shall,  previously  to  taking  his  or  their  seat  in  Con- 
vention, comply  vrith  the  subscription  required 
of  vestrymen,"  was  taken  up,  and  again,  upon 
the  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Empie,  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which,  on  his  motion,  was  laid  upon 
the  Uble. 

Resolved,  That  the  first  canon  be  amended 
by  adding  to  the  aame  the  following  words  : 
**and  all  persons  who  shall  be  registered  by 
their  own  request,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
this  canon,  as  members  of  a  particular  church, 
ahall  always  be  considered  to  be  attached  to 
that  church,  until  they  shall  actually  expresa  to 
the  minister  thereof  their  desire  to  withdraw, 
and  shall  obtain  from  him  a  certificate  to  that 


to  gnnt  sodi  cMiificnto  iriMiiow  it  bm^  bs  i^ 
quired." 

The  Conreatioo  proc— ded  to  the 
by  ballot,  of  •  stinding  cowahl—  ef  thn 

mthiM  diocess  for  thn  ^■»— ■*'*^  vov 
upon  the  following  yntkiasn  mm%  duly  < 
ed,vis.:  the  Rev.  ReiMl  KMth,  D.  IX»  tho  JUv. 
Edward  R.  Lippit,  the  Rav.  WiDiui  JadksoB, 
Mr.  John  HoSt,Ui.  Edmand  I.  Lw,  wd  Mr. 
John  Gmy. 

And  then,  on  motiott,^  the  Confuption  ad- 
joumed  until  to-moxTOw  morning,  0  o'clock. 

Satoboat,  Mat  88,  1880. 

The  Conrentioa  mat  oecoidiBf  t0  adiMio- 
ment,  and  waa  openod  with  pnjer  bj  Bwhap 
Meade. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Edwaid  C.  MHkdra,  from  tht 
committee  to  whom  was  lofonod  tho  «samiao> 
tion  of  the  accounts  of  the  traoenrer  of  tho  food 
for  the  relief  of  the  widowa  and  onhaas  of  do- 
ceased  clergymen  of  the  £piaeopd  Chnck  of 
Virnnia,  made  the  following  toport  :— 

Tne  committee  on  the  widowa*  Fond  bag 
leave  to  report,  that  th^  have  otiwinod  Iho 
treasurer*a  account,  and  find  it  comedy  otatod. 

Tk*  Fknit  on  mtJoUrngt,  our.  ;— 
United  Statea  3  per  centa.,         -      $8,087  71 
79  ahares  of  Fannera*  Bank  of  Al- 
exandria stock,  at  par,  •     8,850  08 
6  ahaieaof  AlexandriaBaak  itod[, 

at  par,     ....      -      1,800  08 
1  ahare  of  Bank  of  Yiiginia  itod[, 

at  par,      -----        IQO  08 
R.  Andrew8*s  estate,  bal.  of  note, 
with  interest  from  30th  April, 
1829,  till  paid,         -       -        -         399  SS 
Cash  in  hand,        ....         123  49 

87,610  50 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hatch,  from  the  committee  oa 
the  parochial  reports,  presented  the  foOowing 
report,  which  was  read  and  received. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
parochial  reports  have  had  the  aame  under  ooo- 
sideration,  and  beg  leave  to  present  them,  in  the 
following  condensed  form,  tor  insertion  on  the 
Journal. 

St.  Paul's,  Alexandria.  Since  the  last  Convas- 
tion  there  have  been  ei^ht  marriages,  sixteen  fb- 
nerols,  forty-three  baptisms,  nine  added  to  the 
communion.  The  past  year  haa  not  been  marked 
by  as  large  an  accession  to  our  communioo  as  ths 
preceding ;  but  we  have  not  been  altogether  with- 
out the  divine  blessings  Our  Sunday  Schools  and 
Bible  classes  are  still  exerting  a  uaeful  infhieBGe. 
To  our  benevolent  institutions,  which  continne  to 
prosper,  we  have  recently  added  a  Miaaionary  So* 
ciety,  auxiliary  to  '*  The  Domestic  and  Forei|ii 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,"  and  we  are  happy  to  say  that  the  qnrit 
of  missions  warms  the  hearta  of  many  of  our  coo* 
gregation ;  and  we  believe  that  our  aociety  will 
annually  contribute  a  very  respectaUe  sum  to 
both  departments.  Wm.  Jackson,  Rector. 

Christ  Church,  Frederick  pariah,  WincbeMer. 
With  feelings  of  gratitude,  the  rector  acknowl- 
edgea  the  divine  goodness  during  the  past  year,  ia 
tho  addition  of  twenty-one  to  tho  commnnioB  of 
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hit  ditirch ;  of  wfaom  eight  removed  into  the  par- 
ish who  had  been  received  into  church  commu- 
nion. The  number  of  communicants  sixty -six- 
marriages  six— bwtisms  twentjr. 

The  church  in  riorbome  parish  under  his  care 
is  well  attended  ;  bukhe  has  to  lament  the  small- 
nesB  of  accessions  to  the  communion.  The 
church  has  been  lately  thoroughly  repaired  by  the 
pariah  at  a  conaiderable  expense,  and  it  is  now  a 
very  comfortable  place  of  worship. 

J.  E.  Jackson. 
Bath  parish,  Dinwiddie  county,  and  St.  An- 
drew's parish,  Brunswick  county.  The  rector 
of  these  parishes  has  continued,  during  the  past 
Tear,  the  same  course  of  labour  mentioned  in  his 
last  report.  The  size  of  the  congregations  has 
been  very  ^pradoallv  increasing ;  and  his  weekly 
social  meetings  h#e  been  tolerably  well  attend- 
ed ;  but  the  spiritual  improvement  of  his  hearers 
has  by  no  means  kept  pace  with  his  desires  and 
'previoua  expectstions.  The  Sunday  School  has 
been  kept  up,  and  has  evidently  effected  some  im- 
provement. 

In  St.  Andrew's  parish  he  continues  to  preach 
two  Sundays  in  each  month,  and  the  prospects 
are  more  encouraging.  The  new  church  at  Law- 
renceville  was  completed  in  June  last ;  and  al- 
though not  a  costly,  is  a  very  commodious  build- 
ing. The  congregation  there  has  been  generally 
good ;  the  services  of  the  church  well  performed ; 
and  the  attention  to  the  word  of  life  such  as  to 
encourage  the  hope  that  it  would  prove  the  savour 
of  life  QDto  life  to  many  souls.  A  Bible  class  has 
beoi  formed  at  Red  Oak  church ;  and  some  few 
of  the  ladies  belonging  to  that  congregation  have 
lately  exerted  themselves  in  behalf  of  the  Educa- 
tion Society,  wiih  a  zeal  which  is  worthy  of  imi- 
tation,  and  with  a  de^^ree  of  success  which,  under 
their  unfavourable  circumstances,  reflects  great 
credit  un  their  assiduity. 

Although  many  difficulties  are  yet  to  be  over- 
come, the  rector  is  encou rased  to  hope  that,  ere 
lonr,  our  Zion  will  come  forth  in  her  beauty,  even 
in  ttuB  moral  wilderness. 

The  number  of  communicants  in  both  parishes 
is  thirty -five ;  one  has  died  during  the  psst  vear, 
two  have  removed,  and  eleven  have  been  added. 
The  baptiams  have  been  twelve  (two  of  adults, 
six  of  white,  and  four  of  coloured  infants)— mar- 
riages twelve— funerals  seven. 

John  Gsammbh,  Js. 

Bristol  parish,  Petersburg.  The  rector  has  the 
•absfectioo  to  report,  that  his  congregation  grad- 
ually increases  in  number ;  and  he  cherishes  the 
hope  that  there  is  some  increase  and  improve- 
meot  in  spiiitnal  knowledge  among  a  portion  of 
Um  members.  The  number  of  communicants  has 
not  incieaaed  during  the  last  year;  their  present 
mimber  is  fifty.  The  Sunday  School  continues  in 
•n  improving  state ;  the  teachers,  particularly  the 
fimale  part  of  them,  are  attentive  to  their  respec- 
tive dotiei.  The  Auxiliary  Education  Society 
pioaBCBtei  the  interests  of  the  parent  institution 
(Alexaadiial  with  unabating  assiduitv.  Mania- 
gw  aeveo— b^itisms  twenty-six— deaths  eleven. 

Anobbw  Stub. 

Aaci»t»  parish.  The  rector  reports,  that  du- 
ring the  past  year  the  members  of  the  Augusta 
puiah  have,  with  great  exertion  and  generous  lib- 
omlity,  mised  funds  for  building  two  neat  brick 
cburcoei ;  one  in  Staunton,  the  other  seven  miles 
diiUmt ;  both  to  be  immediately  erected. 

Our  Sunday  School  and  Bible  claas  are  flonr- 
iabing »  the  finmer  having  been  increased  from 
fifty  to  about  one  hundredf  scholars,  with  fifteen 
The  Sunday  School  library  contains 
paidttMa  by  the  Ladiea*  Sewing 


Society.  A  parish  library  baa  also  been  com* 
mcnced,  snd  promises  much  usefulness  among  an 
inquiring  people.  A  Female  l^Mucation  Society 
has  been  formed  to  aid  our  I'heological  Seminary. 
An  increasing  interest  in  the  church  is  manifest, 
and  true  pietv  finds  some  to  love  and  cherish  it 
l*en  persons  have  been  confirmed.  The  number 
of  communicants  twenty -eight— baptiams  four — 
marriages  five — deaths  two. 

Ebbidbzbr  Boydbk. 

St.  Margaret^s  parish,  Caroline  county.  The 
rector  of  this  parish  reports,  that  aince  the  last 
Convention  there  hsve  been  seven  baptisms. 
Three  communicants  have  been  added  to  the 
church,  and  one  removed  by  death.  The  congre- 
gations are  large  and  attentive,  and  also  increas- 
ing ;  and  he  therefore  trusts  that  his  labours  have 
not  been  altogether  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  The 
Sunday  School  and  Bible  class  are  still  contin- 
ued, and.  It  is  believed,  have  been  useful.  Com- 
municants twenty -seven— marriages  four. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  ymr, 
one  Sunday  in  each  month  has  been  spent  m  la- 
bouring at  the  Bowling-Green.  A  considerable 
interest  is  here  felt  by  a  number  upon  the  subject 
of  religion,  and  a  Bible  class  baa  recently  been 
formed,  consisting  of  upwards  of  a  dozen  ladies, 
from  which  much  good  is  anticipated. 

1  have  also  preoched  one  Sunday  in  each 
jnonth,  since  December,  in  the  adjoimng  county 
of  SfiotKylvsnia.  The  prospect  of  reviving  the 
church  in  the  lower  {>art  of  this  county  is  very  en- 
couraging. At  the  earnest  solicilationa  of  manv 
friends  to  the  church,  one  Sunday  in  each  montn 
will  be  devoted  to  labouring  in  this  part  of  Uie 
Lord's  vineyard.  C.  J.  Goon. 

Abingdon  and  Ware  parishes.  The  number  of 
communicants  nineteen.  Our  Sunday  Schools 
have  \teen  revived,  and  promise  much  good.  The 
services  of  the  church  are  well  attended. 

My  residence  in  these  parishes  has  been  too 
short  to  enable  me  to  say  any  thing  more  definite 
as  to  their  present  state. 

J  NO.  COLB. 

The  rector  of  Russell  parish,  Bedford  county, 
would  acknowledge,  with  humble  gratitude  to 
God,  that  his  labours  have  not  been  altogether 
without  the  blessing  of  the  Holv  Spirit.  Al- 
though as  much  has  not  been  fulfilled  as  waa  an- 
ticipated at  the  last  Convention,  still  it  may  be 
said  that  the  interests  of  the  church  have  been 
steadily  improving,  and  that  her  general  prospects 
are  decidedly  favourable.  Not  only  has  nis  heart 
been  cheered  by  some  additions  to  the  commu- 
nion, but  he  has  also  been  gratified  to  perceive  a 
very  favourable  change  in  the  public  mind,  both 
with  regard  to  the  pious  character  of  the  church, 
and  the  peculiar  nature  of  her  services.  Of  those 
added  to  the  communion  since  the  last  report,  one 
is  a  verv  excellent  and  truly  pioua  young  man, 
who,  after  much  prayer  and  self-examination,  baa 
determined  immediately  to  commence  his  studies 
with  s  view  to  the  ministry.  Burials  four— mar- 
riages eleven— baptisms,  of  adults  seven,  of  in&nta 
thirty — communicsnts,  two  died,  three  removed, 
sixteen  added,  total  seventy. 

Nicholas  H.  Cobbs. 

Parish  of  Frederick.  The  state  of  this  parish  is 
considered  promising.  The  sttendance  upon 
divine  worship  is  punctual,  and  the  aervices  of 
the  church  are  devoutly  attended.  The  rector 
preaches  regulsrly  at  the  chapel,  occaaionally  at 
Berryville,  and  about  four  times  in  the  year  has 
meetings  on  Saturday  and  Sundajr  at  Middletown. 
The  number  of  communicants  is  abimt  aixty^- 
baptisms  during  the  Isst  year  have  been  eight— 
mtrriagea  fonr^-lunerils  four. 
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two  8add«T  Seboola  tn  tba  puM,    eqnl  MWnn; 
J L_..u:ii 1  iini«,  «id iha  Di 
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«^  It  BmriiUs,  and  uMtlwr  >t  Hillwood. 

Tha  ■oaMin  in  ttaia  pwiih  conlimM  to  ^m^- 
ak.  BadniothTMWdCMrhmMlnddolJaraBre 
■DDoallr  niaad  Ira  tb«  driODiuai  SociMy,  nearly 
two  himdrad  lor  Ih*  EdnCBtioa  SocielT,  uid  ode 
hODdred  uid  fifljr  baTB  bna  ncmUy  giToa  to  Ih^ 
OraakHiHoo. 

In  tha  caMiM  oS  the  pnMUl  yeu,  U  ii  nop« , 
knew  ud  commodiosB hrick  church  willbehuili 
U  BerTTTille.  Wh.  Hi:idi, 

Binlon  puiih,  WilUunibDrg,  The  ractoi  ra 
porta,  anea  the  laN  Coonntuia,  ei(hlesD  btp- 

~     ;  bmi  of  the  mbjecta  were  sdulta,  inl  ooe 

war*  of  edoured  penoiu — eigt 
_^.  _iM  of  chiUren  end  nioe  oCadiilu. 
of  the  aightaen  belooged  to  tha  pariah. 


I  baptiiad  bj    i 
»  of  which  war 


OdItI 

Ofl(ie-_ . 

left  tha  cbnrch — '►"■*—  have  been  added 
catainDnioD :  Ihs  preaenl  Dumbai  ia  SUf-bmr,  oT 
whooi  three  aie  colourad  penon*. 
Id  other  reapacta  tha  parUh  la  much  the  aaow 
"     '       '    '  'ad,  aicapt  that  b*  the  eilab. 


__jiantof  « 

bar  of  ooT  acbobia  ii 


Q  abovl  ibrl)' 


ing  the  cnirent 


lelnci«aae  of  pioiu  inquiry  and  ralionikl  thiity-aii 
nufiona  oidtCnwDt,  and  a  (ood  work,  through  .  added  dui 

■nco,  ia,  «a  hope,  atiU  in  progreaa.     Hay  tht-  baptiama  I 

Laid  faciaaM  abupdanlly  the  oumbat  and  iht-  

paoaa  of  hit  aamnla.                       A.  Ehpii.  Antnin  jahab,  HaUbi  coonly. 

BL  Maitin^  pariah,  Hasorer  and  Louiaa.     Tbt "- —  '—  ■- 

neloi  of  thia  panah  laport*.  that  dtuioa  Iha  paai 


camntuniao,  while,  by  daatba  and  Tcmoiala,  the 

ia  conaolad,  bowarer,  in  btiny  able  to  atala,  thai 
ttaara  aia  other  indieationa  of  good  not  leai  cheer- 
ing than  the  acquisition  of  numbrri,  and  thai  the 
general  condlUoa  of  the  pirish  u  m  a  alate  ofun 

Ai  two  of  the  churchM  where  dJTine  senice  ii 
legujirl];  prrfoimeil  the  congregsiions  ste  smil], 
but  reapectfut  and  attenlive ;  at  the  other,  it  u 
large  and  Houiiihing.  One  of  the  Sunday 
Schoola  heretofore  eiiiting.  haa  been  diaconttn- 

eaiing  cnndilion  than  at  any  former  period,     li 


-ha  whole  aaoaiit  cotfribatad  b  lUa  pMM 
»  tha  laai  ConTananB  tnwMJa  wli^awi  wd 

,m9«l;  3B8tallialiduntKnSoaac*;«M 
1  fiiUe  Sabaly;  TS  to  tha  ThMlosiert  SMii- 
ry;  9D  to  tbe C<atia|Wt  Fniid i  lOWIteHik 
(  Anittaiit,  and  10  to  tha  Oraak  MiM4aa,  niMi 
■  Bocialjr  of  litlla  gitla. 


St.  Jamaa^  pandk,  Nonbam,  OoieUaDd.  Ha 
-niaiai  of  thia  pariah  looita,  that  than  hMbiM 
mateiial  chanfa  in  tb  ataM  tt  tba  ««■«» 
tion  dnriag  tba  paM  yaar.  "nia  piwaiil  b^iGk 
of  eommunicanta  ia  twoiiy-iMT.  'Aaa  kn« 
been  Ibniied  daiiu  lbs  year  a  Pnyor-BoA  mi. 
Tract  Society,  aod^a  r'--'— "-"  -'  ~-— ^ 
istralian*  of  the  m.... 
well  attended.  He  b 
Sunday  in  tha  mi 
'  Cheaterfiald. 
Within  theantiieeirciiitafhiachaiia  lima  mi 

ij_ -i. i — ..  four  fl(  wIkto  !»!•  bB«i 

-^uoala  n— 

DOOOBIW. 


iDDdar  BcbooL  Tim  ^m- 
ictuary  bare  baan  mmmoHf 
haa  piaadiad  lagobriy  <M 
h  in  AoMlia  count;,  tai  <■• 


DuiDfthalart 

of  au^lolto 

number  of  caaununicanta  in  thia  pariaE.    Ia  tb« 

brtek  chuich  haa  been  onclad,  wbkh  ia  am 
nearly  ready  for  eonaecatkn.  One  of  tha  ca» 
gragatioaa  lepofted  laat  year  haa  )taee  barn  niw 
up,  and  a  new  one  fomied  in  aiuNber  put  M  iht 

coonly.  where  a  conienieni  houae  of  workup  hai 
Been    erecied,  and   every  thing  promitei  well 

Duptisnis,  three  adults  and  nine   ctuldieu— mai- 


Chislib  DaiasEi,  Hector. 
it  be  improper  to  ttale,  that,  during  my 
1  Halifu,  I  hsteoccaHOniliyeitendad 
to  the  adjoining  county  of  Pittiylvinia, 
thurch  has  never  been  organised,  but 


my  laboun 


diligent  and  attenEiva. 

Since  the  last  Convention,  the  Education  So- 
ciety haa  contributed  to  the  parent  initituiion 
t26C  ;  «2ia  of  that  were  raised  by  a  society  of 
young  ladiea.  the  procseda  of  their  own  industry ; 
•200  of  which  ware  the  proceeds  ofa  fur,  which, 
amid  difficulliea  and  diacoungemenU  of  vanout 
kinds,  the;  ptoaecuted  with  i  lea!,  peraeverance, 
■and  propiietvofconduct,  which  redound  M  much 
totheir_credii  as  they  contributed  to  Iheu  guc- 
9  contributed  also  (30  to  make 


their  I 


arofth 


Educ 


ciety.  makmg  in  all  (240  tallied  by  this  society 

-' ho  last  Convention. 

:eipu  of  the  AuiiUary  Bible   Society 
J  u,„nMl  year  were  f"  •'"  -'->■--•- 

thTbi" "      '    ~  " 


and  Teal 

A  liberal  i 
purpoaeof 


(Iready  seven  cntnmu- 
e  not  had  an  oppoitu- 
union  for  nearly  fotty 
C.  D. 

L  John's  Church.  Henrico  pariah,  Henrico 


county.      My    < 


little  moiMban 


lubscnption  has  been  raised  for  the 

ecunga  newbnck  building  for  public 

p,  which  will  be  commenced  in  the  course 

of  a  few  months,  and  probably  completed  in  the 

eonrae  of  the  ensuing  yes>- 

We  have  alao  formed  ■ 

.  the  double  purpose  of  aid 

k 


nary  Society,  for 


nODlh'a  rtaod- 


On  Eaatar^lny  Iweu- 
ty-four  participated  in  the  Holy  Comnmuion.  t 
have  administered  the  sacrament  of  baptiam  to 
three  infants.  Edwibo  wrPuT. 

Moore  pariah,  Campbell  county.  Doring  the 
[last  year  very  little  chsnga  has  taken  placemtbe 
etsEe  of  the  people  of  this  panah.  Divuie  aerrice 
Ijbs  in  general  been  seriously  attended,  and  the 
number  of  communicants  aomewhat  increami. 
Ilaptisms  nine — marriagea  two — one  funeral— 
Lommutitcanti  fifteen.  N.  G.  Osooos. 

Tillolson  parish,  Buckingham  county.  Tlui 
new  and  inlereslina  pariah  has  not  enjoyed  ths 
regulsrserticeeoflhechurch  till  recently.  Sam 
February  last,  divine  service  haa  been  held  time 
twice  a  month.  The  congremttona  an  latp, 
attentive,  and  devout ;  the  inernben  of  the  efaum 
ciempUry  and  lealoua.  There  will  boob  b< 
erected -'■ —  ■- ' •-'-    " 
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Bnndaj  Selioal  mantioiied  in  the  laat  report  it 
■till  in  operation.  Baptifma  ten,  two  aclult»— 
mamafet  four — fonerels  four — communicants 
twenty-five.  N.  O.  Osgood. 

Chiut  Charch,  Faiifaz  parish,  Alexandria,  D. 
C  The  rector  of  this  parish  commenced  his  la- 
booFB  among  the  people  of  his  charge  only  in  No- 
i^ember  last.  He  therefore  cannot  enter  much  into 
detail  in  this  report.  With  his  congregation 
there  is  united  a  Sonday  School,  a  Bible  class,  a 
Satorday  School  under  the  care  of  a  benevolent 
•ociety,  and  a  Missionary  Association,  which  is  yet 
in  iu  mfancy.  The  number  of  communicants  it 
haa  been  impracticable  to  ascertain  with  perfect 
nocnracy ;  three  were  added  at  the  last  commu- 
nioD,  and  one  has  since  removed  from  the  parish, 
leacring  perhaps  seventy-five  or  eighty  m  all. 
Maniagea  fiour  (one  of  which  was  that  of  colour- 
ed persons),  baptiams  eleven  (of  which  six  were 
eolonrad  children),  burials  six  (one  a  coloured 
man).  John  P.  M'GuiaE. 

St.  Anne's  parish,  Albemarle.  The  rector  of 
the  pariah  having  been  connected  with  it  but  a  few 
weeka,  is  unable  to  make  any  very  explicit  report 
lespecting  it  It  gives  4iiin  pleasure  to  observe, 
however,  that  notwithstanding  it  has  bAn  for  a 
kngtune  destitute  of  the  regular  ministrations  of 
the  Epiacopal  church,  there  is  at  present  existing 
in  the  hearts  of  a  considerable  number  an  ardent 
deaire  to  restore  them  ;  and,  in  accordance  with 
thia  desire,  an  effort  is  now  making  to  erect  a  neat 
and  convenient  brick  edifice  for  public  worship ; 
whieh  effort,  there  is  great  reason  to  believe,  will, 
by  the  blessing  of  G«l,  shortly  succeed.  There 
is,  on  the  whole,  a  good  foundation  for  the  hope, 
that  peraevering  laU)ur  among  this  people  will  be 
nhimately  crowned  with  success. 

ZaCHAJIIAH  MlAD. 

8t.  George's  Church,  Fredericksburg.  I'here 
is  nothing  remarkable  to  be  communicated  in  re- 
laid  to  the  state  of  this  parish.  With  some  ex- 
perience of  the  sppointed  trials  of  his  church, 
there  haa  also  been  through  the  past  year  an  ex- 
perience of  the  unchanging  love  wnich  the  Saviour 
bean  towards  her;  unequivocal  proofs  of  his 
futhfulneaa  have  been  given  us  in  some  important 
acceseions  to  his  cause,  while  the  gradual  increase 
of  that  cause  in  moral  ascendency  promises  the 
best  results  in  the  present  and  finial  salvation  of 
those  intrusted  to  our  care. 

The  seal  of  the  congre^tion  is  unabated  in  sus- 
taininf  those  parochial  institutions  which  have 
Cm-  their  object  the  good  of  mankind,  temporal 
and  miritosl,  at  h<Mane  and  abroad.  Our  Sunday 
SchocMs  are  cherished  with  peculiar  interest ;  of 
tbHt  there  are  three,  one  oif  which  is  an  in&nt 
•chool,  and  is  especially  interesting  and  useful. 
We  have  alao  three  Bible  classes  in  operation, 
one  lor  fomalea,  and  two  for  males ;  these  have 
been  most  uaefol  in  promoting  religion  among  us. 
Two  pious  youths  nom  this  source  will  soon  be 
added  to  the  list  of  our  theologicsl  students. 
The  Sunday  SchooU  contain  about  225  scholara, 
the  Bible  classes  about  fifty.  Communicants 
aboot  112,  baptisms  seventeen,  marriages  eight, 
ftmenis  nine.  Edw.  C.  M*Guiri. 

Christ  Church,  Richmond.  This  church  was 
organised  on  the  31st  of  December  last,  and  has 
bean  steadily  mcreasing  ever  since.  There  is 
comected  with  it  a  Sunday  School  and  Educa- 
tion Society,  and  a  Bible  clsss.  The  Sunday 
Sefaocd  numben  103  scholan  and  teachers.  As 
an  appendace  to  thia  department,  there  is  s  library 
of  aboat  290  volumea,  which  have  been  selected 
with  care. 

Hie  rector  of  thia  church  performs  a  third  ser- 
fte  avity  Snndaj  U|^  in  the  town  of  Manches- 


ter, which  Is  numerously  attended ;  and  he  has 
been  much  encouraged  by  the  prospects  which 
have  unexpectedly  opened  in  that  place,  of  a  larva 
ingathering  to  the  flock  of  Christ.  He  thinks  the 
piety  of  his  charge  is  assuming  an  elevated  char- 
acter ;  he  trusts  that  a  praying  people  will  drew 
down  the  blessing  of  a  prayer-answering  God. 
There  hnve  been  recently  seven  additions  to  the 
communion,  making  the  whole  number  of  conk' 
municants  thirty — baptisms  eight — ^marriages  two 
—burials  six.  William  F.  Lex,  Rector. 

Hamiltqp  and  Leeds  parishes,  Fauquier.  The 
congregations  of  these  parishes  are  generall]r  good 
and  often  crowded,  and  are  uniformly  attentive  to 
the  preaching  of  the  word.  The  number  of  com- 
municants has  increased,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
increase  always  consists  of  those  who  constitute 
the  real  strength  and  ornament  of  the  church  of 
Christ.  The  number  of  communicants  in  both 
parishes  is  about  fifty — baptisms  fifteen — ^mar- 
riages fourteen — funerals  seven. 

A  Sunday  School  was  established  in  Leeds 
parish  last  summer,  and  promises  to  be  an  inatru- 
ment  of  much  good. 

The  Female  Education  Society  in  Hamilton 
parish  is  still  in  operation,  and  lately  transmitted 
about  $40  to  the  parent  society.  A  sermon  was 
preached  and  a  collection  taken  up  for  the  benefit 
of  this  society  in  January  last.  A  Bible  Society 
was  formed  last  summer,  which  hss  distributed  a 
large  number  of  Bibles,  and  contributed  liberally 
to  the  funds  of  the  parent  institution. 

Geo.  Lemon,  Rector. 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg.  The  rectCHr  re- 
ports, that  the  state  of  religion  m  this  parish  haa 
presented  nothing  peculiar  in  the  course  of  the 
year  past.  The  nope  is  devoutly  cherished,  that 
m  the  midst  of  mucn  worldliness  of  mind,  the  sol- 
emn truths  of  the  gospel  are  gaining  a  progressive 
influence  over  some  who  have  heretofore  disre- 
garded them ;  and  that  the  doctrine,  discipline,  nxA 
worship  of  our  church  are  becoming  better  under- 
stood snd  more  justly  valued. 

The  Sundav  School  has  recently  been  organ- 
ized anew,  and  is  conducted  with  energy,  and  with 
the  happiest  effects.  Communicants,  died  one, 
removeci  six,  added  seven,  present  number  thirty- 
six — baptisms,  of  adults  two,  of  infants  six — fu- 
nerals ten.  F.  G.  Smith. 

St.  Paurs  Church,  King  George  county.  The 
lay  delegates  from  this  parish  report,  that  there 
has  been  no  accession  to  the  number  of  commu- 
nicants during  the  past  year,  but  they  flatter 
themselves  tlutt  there  is  an  increaaing  interest  in 
the  general  prosperity  of  the  church.  An  set  of 
the  Legislature,  changing  their  dilapidated  church 
into  an  academy,  has  been  repealed,  and  subscrip- 
tions obtained  for  putting  it  in  repair.  The  re- 
moval of  their  pastor  to  St.  John's  Church,  Rich- 
mond, is  very  generaUy  and  deeply  regretted. 
Should  they,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  succeed  in 
obtaining  a  zealous  and  sel^denying  minister  to 
succeed  nim,  they  should  not  despair  of  success, 

John  Stuaet, 
Francis  C.  Fitzhuoh. 

St.  James's  Church,  Leesburg.  Marriagea  aix 
—baptisms  nineteen— funerals  three — added  to  the 
communion  of  the  church  eight— removals  from 
the  same  four.  Thomas  Jackson,  Rector. 

St.  John's  church,  Hampton.  Marriagea  seven- 
teen—baptisms forty -six  (five  adulta,  two  blacka) 
•— commuoicanta  twenty-two— funerala  twenty- 
two. 

With  gratitude  to  God  the  rector  reporta,  that 
in  the  early  part  of  the  preaent  year,  the  church 
was  consecrated  by  our  venerable  biahop.  In  con- 
aequenca  of  reniofaLi  and  death,  the  number  of 


MS 
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coBiHOiiieiott  it  lewemd,  althoiigli  two  hive 
ban  added  since  the  laet  report  As  heretofore, 
the  laboare  of  the  rector  hare  been  divided  be- 
tween Hampton  and  Old  Point ;  and  the  hope  is 
iadalged  that  be  has  been  inatiuniental,  in  the 
hawb  of  Uod«  of  promoCinf  in  a  small  degree  the 
intoreate  of  religion,  as  connected  with  our  Zion. 

Marc  Lindsay  CHETaas. 

The  rector  of  St  Andrew's  pariah  reporta^tbat 
thoDgb  the  churches  under  bis  care  eihiUt  no 
atrikmg  evidences  of  improvement,  the^  are  still 
Id  snch  a  state  as  to  call  forth  his  gratitude,  and 
five  aooie  encoora^ment  to  his  exertions. 

The  people  of  his  charge  are  generally  punc- 
taal  MM  legular  in  their  attendance  at  the  oouse 
of  God.  Tnose  who  have  profeesed  to  be  follow- 
an  of  Christ,  are  for  the  most  part  consistent  and 
without  reproach.  The  rector  has,  indeed,  for  a 
ihort  time  past,  entertained  some  hope,  from  the 
ipcreaaed  leal  of  the  pious,  the  religious  sensibil- 
nj  of  sn  unusosl  number  of  his  people,  the  late 
hopelbl  conversion  of  six  youths,  ana  the  evident 
aerioosnees  of  several  others,  that  there  was  ap- 
nrosching  one  of  those  seasons  of  "refreshing 
from  the  Lord**  so  much  to  bo  desired,  and  for 
which  we  should  so  earnestly  pray. 

There  are  two  useful  associations,  one  in  con- 
Btzion  with  the  Oeneral  Domestic  and  Foreign 
Misaionary  Society,  and  the  other  with  the  Soci- 
ety for  the  Education  of  Poor  and  Pioua  Youth 
for  the  M iniatry.  The  American  Bible,  Tract, 
and  Cotonixation  Societies,  also  receive  a  cordial 
and  libend  auppoit  The  number  of  communi- 
canta  about  aevent j-five. 

Alsz.  JoNxa. 

The  rector  of  Frederickaville  parish  remsrks 
no  very  material  changes  in  his  congreaatiooa  du- 
ring the  past  year.  Tnoee  who  love  the  church, 
her  ministry,  and  services,  have  continued  to  sus- 
tain them  with  unabated  zeal  snd  attachment. 
Seldom,  if  ever,  has  a  communion  service  occur- 
red, when  some  one  or  mure  has  not  been  added 
to  the  number,  as  is  trusted,  of  true  professors  of 
the  faith  of  a  crucified  Saviour.  There  are,  how- 
ever, many  circumstances  of  difficulty,  not  to  say 
of  discouragement,  which  the  rector  deems  it  un- 
necessary to  detail  to  this  Convention,  as  he  is  not 
aware  Uiat  they  are  peculiar  to  himself,  but  be- 
lieves them  to  prevail  more  or  less  generally. 

The  rector  has  recently  attempt^  the  renewal 
of  a  congregation  near  Buck  Mountain,  which 
was  once  in  a  flourishing  condition,  but  has 
been  destitute  of  the  services  of  the  church  for 
the  Isst  twenty  yean ;  the  prospect  at  nresent  is 
Micouraging.  Cfommunicants  added  eignt,  whole 
number  about  fifty— baptisms  eleven,  ten  infanta, 
one  adult— funeials  six.  Colonization  Society, 
f650— Or«m,  f600.  F.  W.  Hatch. 

Christ  Church,  Norfolk  (Elizabeth  River  par- 
ish). In  this  parish  there  have  been,  since  the  isst 
Convention,  twenty-four  baptisms,  fifteen  mar- 
riages, and  twenty-two  funerals.  The  present 
number  of  communicants  is  two  hundred  and  six. 
The  Sunday  School  is  still  large  and  flourishing. 
The  Ekiucation  Society  was  never  so  prosperous 
and  interestirig  as  st  present.  Its  members  have 
considerably  increasea  ;  and  their  efforU  in  behalf 
of  the  society  have  never  been  more  diligent  or 
successful.  They  have  nised  for  the  parent  soci- 
ety during  the  year,  $227  69).  Agreeably  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Convention  at  the  last  session,  s 
sermon  has  been  preacht^l  by  the  rector  in  behalf 
of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  diocess,  and  a 
collection  made,  which  amounted  to  $101  26,  to 
which  the  Sunday  School  of  the  parish  has  added 
the  sum  of  $9. 

Two  hundred  and  two  dollan  and  fifty  centa 
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and  amiaaMoary  apiiit  tooaad, 
happiast  raanlta  aia  axpaeted. 

Ilia  taaaporal  ctrcamatanoaa  of  tba 
tion  contimia  in  a  tiata  of  umtiwiniiliad  ^--,- 
itjs  andthaapiiitoaloooditioBof  thapaQ|iB,<li  * 
humUyr  hoped,  ia  nadnalJy  (if  alowly)  iaproiK 
There  ie  stiU  indifiareDea  and  wfahlfiiiaaB  aaoap 
to  occaaiop  regret ;  bet  antnathing  of  Mtafaat,Ml 
foithfolneaa,  and  apiritoality ,  to  njoiea  the  iMfl^ 
and  to  call  forth  thaidka  to  Ood. 

Hbhbt  Wp  DoCAOiRT. 

Report  of  Lexingtoo  panah,  Ainfcaiat  coial|b 
Upon  a  review  it  ia  foawL  that  Ih*  wokof  l&i 
Lord  haa  not  proapered  to  the  aama  «ilaMtte  Im| 
yeer  as  in  pieoeding  jean.  *     • 

The  chorehee  have  been  gananllf  waD  ■Mi^ 
ed,  and  to  each  of  them  theM  hav^  baiD  mm 
additiooa,  making  in  all  eeven. 
baptisms  fifteen—nmeraki 
ber  of  communicants  forty-eight 

Besides  the  regular  placca  of  wonUpii 
iater  flatten  himaelf  vvitb  tha  hop*  d 
in  the  countv  two  or  three  other  i 

The  chilaren  of  the  difbvent 
been  odlbsionaUy  catecniaed. 

Report  of  Nelsoo  pariah,  Nabon  camatf.  Ia 
the  county  of  Nelson  a  paruh  baa  boeii  iMofl^ 
oiganiied,  which  ia  called  Kriaon  paiiah. 

The  accession  to  the  liat  of  commqMWli.h 
eight,  and  othen  in  the  congiagatioD  appaff  tola 
deeply  engaged  in  aeeking  an  acquaintanci  wiA 
Him  whom  God  hath  eent  Tha  whole  nvte 
of  communicanta  nineteen.  The  proapacta  of  the 
church  in  this  county* are  encouraging. 

Could  the  churchee  be  Ueeaad  wiuk  tha  nmi^ 
tntions  of  the  word  ofteoer  than  onea  in  km 
weeks,  we  should  hope  that  the  Lord  wooM  diav 
to  himself  numben  "of  such  aa  shall  be  aaval* 

CHABLas  H.  Paoi. 

St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper  county.  Tboa 
has  been  a  considerable  improvement  in  this  ecu- 
gregation  since  the  last  Convention.  8iz  usw 
communicants  have,  within  the  last  year,  been  ad- 
ded to  the  church.  The  interest  in  its  servicsi 
has  manifestly  increased ;  a  Bible  class,  Istdy 
formed,  has  been  numerously  attended ;  andothsr 
circumstances  seem  to  indicate  sn  improveoieDt 
in  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  people. 

A  pociety  has  been  formed  auzUiaiy  to  the  Do* 
mestic  Missionarv  Society  of  the  dioeees,  and  con- 
tributions to  its  mods  to  the  amount  of  ihiity-ena 
dollars  have  been  promptly  and  cheerfully  madeL 

There  has  been  nojperceptible  change  in  the 
stste  of  the  church  in  Orange  county. 

Bsptisms  in  both  parishes  ten,  two  of  which 
were  of  adults — bunals  four — communicanls  ia 
Culpepper  thirty-six — in  Orange  thirteen. 

Gaoaoi  A.  Smith. 

Trinity  Church,  Portsmouth  pariah.  The  rec- 
tor reports,  that  since  the  last  Convention,  their 
house  of  public  wonhip  hss  been  almost  entirriy 
rebuilt,  snd  on  a  much  larger  scale.  To  the  so- 
complishment  of  this  object,  they  are  particularly 
indebted  to  the  exertions  of  one  individual,  wbo^ 
besides  his  own  personal  labour  wad  a  liberal  d(V 
nation  of  $100,  generously  advanced  above  $1,000, 
without  which  the  work  must  have  been  grsstly 
retarded,  if  not  suspended  altogether. 

With  respect  to  the  spiritusl  condition  of  tbs 
congrention,  the  rector  is  hsppy  to  state,  that  it 
is,  on  the  whole,  quite  encouraging.  An  incress* 
ing  interest  in  the  services  of  the  aanctoarr  is 
clearly  manifested.  The  Sunday  school  ia  still  is^ 
up,  but  not  in  thst  flourishing  condition  which  if 
greatly  to  be  desired.  The  Bible  daas  has  bsm 
reviTod,  and  promises  to  be  qoita  uaofiiL 
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CkxnmanicanU,  seTen  added  and  three  remo- 
Ted,  whole  number  thirty-three.  Families  in  the 
congregation  about  titty— marriages  fifteen— bap- 
tisms ten — burials  three. 

J.   H.   WiNCPItLD. 

St.  Matthew's  Church,  Wheeling.  Nine  years 
■go,  that  most  laborious  and  successful  clergy- 
man, the  late  Rer.  John  Armstrong,  came  to  this 
place.  Full  of  the  spirit  of  his  omce,  he  imme- 
diately set  sbout  the  collecting  of  a  congregation 
that  should  worship  God  agreeably  to  the  forms 
cf  our  church.  There  was  scarcely  any  thing  to 
encourage  the  making  of  an  effort,  or  to  sustam  it 
when  begun.  Such  a  zeal  as  his  needed  no  other 
excitement  than  the  fact  that  there  were  m  the 
town  some  families  who.  not  belonging  to  any 
other  church,  might,  by  judicious  attention,  be  in- 
duced to  join  ours. 

During  six  yeara  he  persevered,  with  varying  suc- 
cess, amid  the  greatest  discouragements,  such  is 
are  known  only  to  a  zealous  missionary  occupying 
a  new  station,  remote  from  the  great  body  of  the 
church,  and  peculiar  local  hinderances,  which 
would  have  disheartened  and  turned  back  a  less 
holy  and  devoted  servant  of  God. 

**  The  work  of  the  Lord  prospered  in  his  hands.^ 
Aaaisted  by  a  few  pious  and  other  generous  indi- 
viduals, he  succeeded  in  procuring  the  erection  of 
a  handsome  and  commodious  church,  and  in  es- 
tablishing a  oarish,  embracing  within  its  limits 
about  forty  families,  among  the  most  respecta- 
ble and  ihtelligenf  in  the  place.  At  the  time  of 
hia  much-lamented  death  ttirre  were  about  thirty 
communicants,  and  a  large  and  flourishing  Sab^ 
bath  School  was  accomplishing  much  good. 

But  the  praise  of  our  late  rector  is  in  other 
churches  bmides  this.  By  judiciously  and  indus- 
triously economizing  his  time  and  labour,  he  col- 
lected large  congregations  in  several  other  neigh- 
bouring places,  and  built  or  repaired  three  other 
churches  in  this  state  and  in  Ohio. 

This  scarcely  less  than  apostolic  missionary's 
success  is  an  exemplification  of  what  a  holy  zeal, 
anitad  with  a  generous  disinterestedness  and  good 
practical  sense,  may  accompUsb,  when  animated 
DT  the  high  considerations  to  which  the  "  called 
<H  God'*  only  are  accessible. 

St.  Matthew's  Church  was  without  a  pastor  for 
A  ^ear  after  Mr.  A.'s  death.  I  commenced  my 
mmistrv  here  in  August,  1828.  I  found  the  Sun- 
day School  flourishing :  it  continues  to  be  so.  Fif- 
teen families  and  fourteen  communicants  have 
been  added  since,  making  the  present  number  of 
families  about  sixty,  and  of  communicants  thirty. 
I  have  baptized  two  adults  and  twelve  children ; 
celebrated  eighteen  marriages  and  seven  funerals. 
The  Bible  class  and  catechumens  preparing  for 
confirmation  are  in  regular  attendance  upon  stated 
appropriate  exercises. 

Of  God's  abounding  grace  through  Christ,  we 
are  at  thia  moment  rejoicing  at  the  cheering  indi- 
cations of  a  revival  aiid  difi'usion  of  experimental 
practical  piety.  To  several  of  those  who  have 
been  fur  some  time  regular  in  their  attendance 
upon  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord's  house,  the 
spirit  of  all  gracious  affections  has  shown  their 
ruined  state  as  sinners,  and  has  led  to  that  faith 
in  Christ  which  justifies  and  sanctifies,  whereby 
**  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  Jesus  Christ 
oar  Lord." 

J.  Tuos.  Whbat,  Rector. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  L  Lee,  the  reso- 
lution oflfered  at  the  last  Convention,  and  yes- 
terday laid  upon  the  table,  proposing  to  amend 
the  second  article  of  the  constitution,  by  addinff 
lo  the  same  the  following  words ;  **  and  proridsd 


also,  that  such  delegate  or  delegates  ah  all,  pre- 
vioualy  to  taking  his  or  their  seat  in  Convention, 
comply  with  the  subscription  required  of  vestry- 
men," waa  taken  up  ;  and,  on  motion,  the  same 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  Resolved,  That 
the  tenth  canon  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words,  **  solemnly  engage  to  conform  to," 
and  insert,  in  lieu  th«'reof,  the  following  words, 
*'  approve  and  prefer." 

On  motion  of  Rov.  Mr.  Grammer.  Resolved, 
That,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  thir- 
teenth article  of  the  constitution,  notice  be 
transmitted  to  the  several  vestries  of  the  par- 
ishes in  this  diocess,  that  it  is  proposed,  at  the 
next  Convention,  to  amend  the  second  article 
of  the  constitution,  by  adding  to  the  same  the 
following  words  ;  **  and  provided  also,  that  such 
delegate  or  delegates  shall,  previously  lo  taking 
his  or  their  seat  m  Convention,  comply  with  the 
subscription  required  of  vestrymen." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  fidmund  I.  Lee,  the  reso- 
lution oflered  by  him  proposing  to  amend  the 
first  canon  was  taken  up  ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion being  put  thereon,  the  same  was  carried  in 
the  negative. 

The  Rev.  George  Lemon,  from  the  com- 
mittee upon  the  state  of  the  church  in  this  dio- 
cess, presented  the  following  report  and  accom- 
panying resolutions : — 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  report,  that  the  spiritual 
state  and  general  prospects  of  the  diocess,  so  far 
as  they  have  been  maue  known  by  the  episcopal 
and  parochial  reports  presented  to  this  Conven- 
tion, are  of  a  character  to  awaken  gratitude  to 
God,  and  inspire  the  most  encouraging  hopes. 
Much,  very  much,  remams  to  be  done  to  give 

f)re valence  to  religion  and  virtue  throughout  our 
and ;  but  what  has  been  done  already  furnishes 
ground  of  confidence  that  the  Lord  is  with  this 
branch  of  his  church,  and  that  he  is  wailing  to 
bless  with  still  greater  success  our  faithful  en- 
deavours to  do  his  will  and  promote  his  glorv. 

Among  various  interesting  points  to  which  the 
committee  might  draw  the  attention  of  this  Con- 
vention, they  will  limit  themselves  to  three.  The 
first  point  is  the  restriction  sccompanying  the  elec- 
tion of  our  assistant  bishop,  by  which  it  was  de- 
clared, that  his  election  as  a&sistant  bishop  should 
not  of  itself  constitute  him  successor  to  our  pres- 
ent diocesan  The  removal  of  this  restriction  is, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  highly  desira- 
ble. The  committee  will  not  occupy  the  time  of 
this  Convention  with  a  lengthened  argument  in 
support  of  their  opinion,  but  will  content  them- 
selves with  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution,  adverting  to  the 
uniform  practice  of  the  church,  and  to  a  canon  of 
the  General  Convention  on  the  subject  of  assist- 
ant bishops,  passed  at  its  last  meeting.  That 
practice  has  l)een,  in  every  instance  of  an  election 
of  an  assistant  bishop,  to  declare  him  at  the  same 
time  successor  to  his  diocesan,  in  case  of  survi- 
ving him ;  and  the  language  of  the  canon  referred 
to  is,  *'  When  the  bishop  of  a  diocess  is  unablik 
by  reason  of  old  age,  or  other  permanent  cause  of 
infirmity,  to  discharge  his  episcopal  duties,  one  as- 
sistant bishop  may  be  elected  by  and  for  said  dio- 
cess, who  sn&\U  in  aU  eoMe;  succeed  the  bishop  in 
case  of  surviving."  This  canon  expresses,  in  the 
strongest  maimer,  the  sentiment  of  the  General 
Convention  on  the  subject,  while  at  the  same  time 
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It  iwpoDds  to  the  wMim  of  tbto  dioesM,  m  de- 
cdarad  lijr  iu  laat  ConrattkiQ  at  CiMrlottMviUe, 
that  the  Geoerel  CoDTentkm  wookl  adopt  eoma 
dofinito  lesislaliTe  enactmelit  with  reeoect  to  ea- 
iiBtaiit  bi«nopa;  withet  which  the  deiegatea  of 
thia  dioceaa  to  the  last  General  Conventioii  were 
iMtnicted  to  pretent  to  that  body.  It  ia  not  ne- 
eeaaaiy  to  impreta  on  thia  ConveatiaD  the  reapect 
doe  to  the  eentiineot  of  the  great  council  of  our 
church,  and  eapecially  when  thia  aentiment  haa 
been  gi^en  in  a  manner  accordant  ^ixh  our  for* 
nally  exprened  deaire.  Your  committee  there- 
Core  DOf  leave  to  recommend  the  following  reao- 
Intian: — 

ReeoWed,  That  the  Right  Rev.  William  Meade, 
who  baa  been  conaecrated  aaaistant  biahop  of  thia 
dioceaa,  be,  and  he  ia  hereby  declared,  aucceaeor  of 
pQt  pteaent  Tenerable  diocesan,  in  caae  he  ahouki 
nmve  him. 

The  aecond  pcnnt  to  which  your  committee 
would  inTite  the  attention  of  thia  Convention  ia, 
the  duty  ik  adopting  lome  meaaure  to  provide  for 
meeting  the  expendtturea,  whether  in  travelling  or 
Otherwiae,  to  which  our  aasiatant  biahop  ia  aobject, 
■a  incidental  to  hia  o6ke,  and  necenary  to  the 
due  performance  of  hia  epiacopal  dotiea.  To  de- 
viae  a  properwmeaaure  for  thia  purpoae,  your  com- 
■uttee  reconmMnd  the  appointment  of  a  apecial 
eommittee. 

The  third  point  to  be  adverted  to  ia  the  obli- 
jBttioD  reatuy,  aa  your  committee  conceive,  on 
toia  CoDventun,  to  adopt  meana  for  rendering  to 
oar  dioceean  a  auitahle  remuneration  for  hia  epia- 
copal aervicea.  To  deviae  auch  meana,  your  com- 
mittee tecommend  the  appcmitment  o£  a  special 
committee. 

Oio.  LmoN,  Chairman. 

On  motion  of  the  Rot.  Mr.  Grammer, 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee 
be  amended,  by  striking  out  from  and  after  the 
words,  '*  but  will  content  themselves  with," 
down  to  the  end  of  the  first  resolution  proposed 
by  the  committee,  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
the  following :  **  recommending  the  adoption  of 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution  :  Whereas 
the  General  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  in  the  United  States  have,  by  the 
fifth  canon  of  1829,  provided  that  every  assist- 
ant bishop  who  may  hereafter  be  elected  in  the 
aaid  church  shall  be  in  all  cases  entitled  to  suc- 
ceed the  bishop  of  the  diocess  in  which  he  may 
be  elected  ;  and  whereas  the  Convention  is 
desirous  of  preserving,  aa  far  as  possible,  the 
harmony  and  uniformity  of  the  church,  and  of 
teatifying  ita  confidence  in  the  assistant  bishop 
of  this  diocess : — Therefore,  Resolved,  That 
the  restriction  annexed  to  the  election  of  the  as- 
sistant bishop  of  Virginia  be  hereby  removed." 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing 
with  the  committee  in  so  much  of  their  report, 
aa  amended,  as  relates  to  the  removal  of  the 
restriction  annexed  to  the  election  of  assistant 
bishop,  and  the  same  waa  carried  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Ayes— The  Rev.  Ebenezer  Boyden,  Nicho- 
las H.  Cobbs,  John  Cole,  John  Cooke,  James 
Doughen,  Charles  Dresser,  Hen.  W.  Ducachet, 
Adam  Empie,  John  Grammer,  Frederick  W. 
Hatch,  Alexander  Jones,  Reuel  Keith,  George 
Lemon,  Edward  R.  Lippit,  William  F.  Lee, 
Edward  C.  M'Guire,  Nahum  G.  Osgood,  Ed- 
ward W.    Pee^  Zachariah  Meade;   Meaara. 


la<  ABuktHf  TImimm  HclMli^  Ik*  I» 
WinatOB,  Carter  BtOukj,  Jwum  A.  dm, 
SaoHielFiTor,  JohnF.  Ckrk.  Obod  Wailtp  M 
Waid,  Beoj.  WimmUm,  Fhilm  NoImi^  F^» 
cia  Nelaoo,  PuS  F.  Beikehj,  Jdm  Gaf, 
Geo.  M.  Caixingtom  John  A._W.  SiuA.  Mi 
E.  P^  Robert  P.  Waring, 
William  C.  Lataae.  Thomaa  L.  LatvM, 
C.  Fitihugh.  Oca  Sham,  John  Outer/ 
Maiahall,  OeoTM  F.  Waaha^toa,  B^  F)» 

Kiaon,  Alexander  Stephena,  and  SmbmI  GL 
ichol»-49. 

Noeo— The  Rer.  Johamea  Edward  Jacim^ 
William  Jackaon,  Thomaa  Jackaon,  Mm  P. 
M'Goire ;  Meaara.  Edmnnd  L  Lae,  Mm 
art,  and  Lewia  Berkeley — 7. 

On  motion  of  the  Rer.  Mr. 

Reaolred,  That  the  aecood  and 
mendatiooa  contained  in  the  report  of  tha^ 
mittee  on  the  atate  of  the  church,  ba  laftuad  la 
a  aelect  coomiittee  of  threa  membara;  aad  a 
committee  waa  appointed  of  the  Rer.  Mr.  Gnm> 
mer.  Dr.  Carter  Berkeley,  and  Mr.  Obad  Waila. 

On  motion,  Raaolved,  That  the  nazt  Cobv«- 
tion  of  the  PMcaatani  Epiacopal  Chu«h  of  tha 
Dioceaa  of  Viiginia  be  held  m  tha  botoagjh  af 
NorfoUL,  on  the  third  Thwadajr  in  Hwj  uuL 

On  motion,  Reeohred,  nnanimaoaly.  Thai  tha 
thardia  of  thia  Convention  ba  tandeiad  to  tha 
miniatera  of  the  chorchea  in  thu  place,  ftc  tht 
liberal  and  kind  oflbr  of  their  chorchea  km  tha 
nae  of  thia  ConTontion. 

On  motion,  Reaolved,  mwahnoaaly,  Tlmt  thi 
thanka  of  this  Convention  be  tendeiad  to  tha 
citizens  of  this  place,  for  their  kind  and  hospita- 
ble attentions  to  the  members  of  thia  Conven- 
tion during  its  session. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  one  thoastad 
copies  of  this  Journal  be  printed,  and  distribotsd 
by  the  secretary  among  tne  pahahea. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  the  sec- 
retary  his  expenses  incurred  in  attending  this 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  treaaurer  pay  to  the  door- 
keeper of  this  Convention  six  doUara  for  hii 
services. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  aum  of  oM 
hundred  and  thirty-two  dollara  be  appropriated 
to  the  bishop  for  nis  epiacopal  aervicea  for  the 
support  of  his  assistant,  out  of  the  contii^eot 
fund,  to  make  up,  with  the  aum  paid  in  for  that 
purpose  during  the  present  Convention,  the  soa 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollara. 

Then,  on  motion,  the  Convention  adjoomed 
until  half  past  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  Convention  met  at  half  paat  4  o^ckxk 
P.M. 

The  standing  committee  of  thia  diocess  kt 
the  past  year  presented  the  journal  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, which  was  read. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Grammer,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  were  referred  the  aecond  and  third 
recommendations  contained  in  the  report  of  tbs 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  church,  presented 
the  following  report : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  ths 
second  and  third  recommendation  a  contained  in 
tha  report  of  the  committee  on  tha  atate  of  tks 
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cbofch,  htre  had  the  lame  under  consideration, 
and  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
foQowing  reeolutiona : — 

ResoWed,  That  John  G.  WiUiams,  the  Rer. 
Mr.  Lee,  and  the  Rer.  Mr.  Peet,  be  appointed  a 
committee,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Richmond  as 
■ariy  as  convenient,  and  make  such  an  assess- 
ment among  the  parishes  of  this  diocess  as 
will  raise  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  annu- 
ally, xo  be  paid  to  Bishop  Moore,  and  that  this 
committee  mform  the  clergymen  of  each  par- 
ish of  the  proportion  required  from  his  pansh ; 
and. 

Resolved,  That  the  deny  be  required  to  raise 
the  quota  ao  assessed,  and  pay  it  in  at  the  next 
Conventicm. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  the  church 
pay  to  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Meade  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  and  that,  in  addi- 
tioo  to  this,  he  pay  the  expenses  already  incur- 
red, and  which  maj  from  time  to  time  be  in- 
enrred  by  the  said  bishop,  in  performing  his  epis- 
copal Tisitations. 

And,  on  the  questions  being  severally  put 
upon  agreeing  with  the  committee  in  their  pro- 
poaed  resolutions,  the  same  were  carried  in  the 
affirmative. 

Dr.  Carter  Berkeley,  from  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Ptotestant  Episcopal  Church,  presented  the  fol- 
towing  report : — 

The  executive  conunittee  of  the  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  re- 
port to  the  Convention,  that  they  have  exam- 
raed  the  treasurer's  accounts,  and  find  he  has 
raeeived  the  sum  of  $324  72,  none  of  which 
has  been  expended,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  a  missionary. 

That,  m  consequence  of  the  distant  location 
of  the  different  members  of  the  executive 'com- 
mittee, they  hsve  not  had  a  meeting  to  organize 
the  society ;  they  therefore  recommend  to  the 
Convention  the  propriety  of  alterinf  the  third 
article  of  the  constitution  of  the  Missionary 
Society,  so  as  to  make  the  executive  committee 
consist  of  the  officers  of  the  society,  and  seven 
clerical  and  seven  lay  members  ;  and  that  any 
three  members  may  form  a  quorum  to  transact 
ordinary  business.  The  president  of  the  Con- 
Tention  will  appoint  the  time  of  making  the  col- 
lection for  the  benefit  of  the  society. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  report  be  re- 
ceiTed. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Diocess  of  Virginia  be  amended,  by  stn- 


kin^  out  the  third  article  of  the  same,  and  in- 
serting, in  lieu  thereof,  the  following : — 

**  The  bishop  of  the  diocess  shall  be  ex-officio 
the  president,  and  the  assistant  bishop  shall  be 
ex-officio  the  vice-president,  and  the  other  offi- 
cers shall  be  a  secretary,  a  treasurer,  and  an 
executive  committee,  consisting  of  the  said  ofli- 
cers  and  seven  clerical  and  seven  lay  members, 
to  be  annually  appointed  by  the  Conveniion ; 
and  of  this  executive  committee  the  bishop 
shall  be  president,  and  three  members  shall  be 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  quorum  to  tranaact 
business." 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  the  officers  and  executive  committee  of 
the  Missionary  Society ;  and  thereupon  John 
G.  Williams  was  elected  secretsry,  Thomaa 
Nelson  was  elected  treasurer,  and  Rev.  E.  C. 
M*Guire,  Rev.  H.  W.  Ducachet,  Rev.  N.  H. 
Cobbs,  Rev.  William  Jackson,  Rev.  George  A. 
Smith,  Rev.  William  F.  Lee,  Rev,  E.  W.  Peet, 
Mr.  John  Nelson,  Dr.  Carter  Berkeley,  Mr.  Ed- 
mund I.  Lee,  Mr.  John  Grav,  Col.  George  M. 
Carrington,  and  Mr.  Samuel  C  Nichols,  were 
elected  members  of  the  executive  committee. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election, 
by  ballot,  of  eight  delegates,  to  represent  this 
diocess  in  the  next  General  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United 
States ;  whereupon  the  following  gentlemen 
were  duly  elected,  viz.  : — Rev.  Reuel  Keith, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  Rev.  Henry 
W.  Ducachet,  Rev.  John  Granuner,  Mr.  John 
G.  Williams,  Mr.  Thomas  Marshall,  Mr.  Philip 
Nelson,  and  Mr.  James  M.  Garnett. 

On  motion.  Resolve  J,  That  the  tenth  canon, 
directing  the  manner  of  electing  vestrymen,  be 
amended,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words  ; 
"  Vacancies  happening  within  the  year  may  be 
filled  by  the  remaining  members,  provided  a 
sufficient  number  remains  to  form  a  quorum." 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  will  of  Evan 
Rsgland  be  referred  to  the  standing  committee 
of  the  diocess,  with  instruction  to  inquire  into 
the  amount  that  has  or  will  be  collected  in  con- 
formity with  the  compromise  heretofore  effected 
with  his  heirs,  and  what  disposition  should  be 
made  of  the  same  in  conformity  with  the  will, 
and  report  thereupon  to  the  next  Convention. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  Convention  adjourn- 
ed, to  meet  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  on  the 
third  Thursday  in  May  next. 

William  Mbadi, 
Assistant  Bishop  of  the  Diocess 
•  of  Virginia. 
J.  G.  Williams,  Secretary. 
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Jounud  of  i\it  FroeeeHngM  cf  c  Cotnentim  cf  tkt  Pnttdiaii  Bwucopti  Ctere&  tf  Vwgmik 
wkiek  mtmhltiin  tfU  Borough  of  Norfolk,  oniJulMLy  of  M09,   18S1. 


This  being  the  day  and  place  appomied  for 
the  annoal  meeting  of  the  Convention  of  the 
Proieetant  Eptacopel  Church  in  the  Dioceas  of 
Virginia,  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore,  D.  D., 
with'eereral  clergymen  and  lay  delegatea,  at- 
tended divine  aervice  in  the  Episcopal  church 
in  thia  borough. 

Momioff  prayera  were  read  by  the  Rer.  Ben- 
jamin C.  Cutler,  and  a  aermon  preached  by  the 
llev.  J<^n  Grammer. 

After  divine  aervice,  the  Right  Rer.  Bishop 
Ifoore  took  the  chair  as  president  of  U^pCon- 
vention. 

The  fdlowing  clergymen,  entitled  to  seata  in 
this  Convention,  appeared,  vii. : — 

The  ReT.  Ephraim  Adama,  Alexandria ;  Eb- 
raeier  Boyden,  Auguau  parish,  Staunton ; 
Hark  L.  Chevera,  St.  John*s  Church,  Elisabeth 
City  pariah ;  Nicholas  H.  Cobba,  Russell  par- 
iah, Bedford  county  ;  John  Cole.  Abingdon  and 
Ware  parishes,  Gloucester;  John  C^ke,  St. 
Ifsrtin^s  parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa  counties ; 
Benjamin  C.  Cutler,  Shelbume  parish,  lioudoun 
county;  Jamea  Doughen,  St.  James*s  pariah, 
Mortfaiam,  Goochland ;  Charles  Dresser,  Antrim 
parish,  Halifax  county ;  Henry  W.  Ducachet, 
M .  D.,  Chriat  Church,  Norfolk ;  Adam  Empie, 
lector  of  Bruton  parish,  and  President  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  College,  Williamaburg ;  Stephen 
8.  Gunter,  Hungar^s  parish  Northampton; 
Zachariah  H.  Goldsmith,  St.  Paurs  parish. 
King  George ;  John  Grammer,  St.  Andrew's 
and  Balh  parishes,  Dinwiddle  county  ;  Johannes 
Edward  Jackson,  Christ  Church,  Frederick  par- 
iah, Frederick  county ;  William  Jackson,  St. 
Paul's  Church,  Alexandria ;  Jacob  Keeling,  Suf- 
folk parish,  Nansemond  county  ;  George  Lemon, 
Hamilton  and  Leeds  parishes,  Fauquier ;  Will- 
iam F.  Lee,  Christ  Church,  Richmond  ;  Charles 
Mann,  Christ  Church,  Fairfax  parish,  Alexan- 
dria ;  Zachariah  Meade,  St  Anne*s  parish, 
Albemarle  county ;  Edward  C.  M'Guire,  St. 
George's  parish,  Fredericksburg ;  John  P. 
M'Guire,  St.  Anne's  and  South  Farnham  parish- 
es, Essex  ;  Nahum  G.  Osgood,  Moore's  parish, 
Cainpbell  county  ;  Ira  Parker,  Lynnbaven  par- 
iah. Princess  Anne  ;  Edward  W.  Peet,  Henrico 
parish,  Henrico  county  ;  I^onidas  Polk,  assist- 
ant minister  of  the  Monumental  Church,  Rich- 
mond ;  William  Steel,  St.  James's  parish,  Meck- 
lenburg ;  Andrew  Syme,  Bristol  parish,  Peters- 
burg ;  John  H.  Wingfield,  Portsmouth  parish, 
Norfolk  county. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  James  Doughen,  the 
Rev.  John  Cole,  and  Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  be  a 
committee  to  examine  the  certificates  of  lay 
delegates,  who  then  withdrew,  and,  after  a  short 
time,  returned  and  presented  the  following  re- 
port : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
certificates  of  the  lay  delegates  have,  according 
to  order,  examined  the  same,  and  report,  that 
the  following  persons  have  been  duly  elected 
iay  delegates  to  this  Convention,  and  that  their 


eertificatee  ere  in  the  fom  ptwadbtd  bj  thf 

canon,  ▼ii. : —  

BnrweU  Baaoett,  Bniton  ptriah,  WilK— 
bnrg ;  Wright  Soathnta,  Christ  Chaich,  Nov- 

folk;  Aoggstin  L.  DeboeT,  AJbiofdon  p«riri^ 
Glooceater ;  Wurner  T.  lUinliMfo.  Wm«  pn^ 
ish,  Gkmceeter ;  MaUoiT  M .  Todd,  N««Mrt 
Lwish,  Ide  of  Wight;  WiUiam  B.  WhittM» 
Russell  parish,  Bedford  coant^ ;  Thuf 
Hoffgard,  Lynnha:Ten  periali,  Prtntwee  ham\ 
Artbor  Emerson,  Trini^  Chnich,  PoitMMth 
parish;  William  G.  Minor  and  Thoone  L 
Lomaz,  St.  Maigaret*8  parish,  CuoUne;  Ma 
Nelson,  St  James's  pcriab,  MecktenhmgcoMi^ 
Edward  Valentine,  Angnstn  parioh,  AogMi 
county ;  John  W.  Page,  Halnpohire  puiah, 
Hampshire  county ;  John  T.  Clark,  Ammi 
pariah,  Halifax  county ;  Isaac  Winaton  aai 
Philip  Slaughter,  jr,  St.  Stephen's  Cfauvhi 
Culpepper  county ;  James  Ml  Garaett,  8l 
Anne'a  pariah,  Eaaex  connty ;  WiUiam  BoQi^^ 
St  Jamea'a  pariah,  Northam,  Goochland  eM»> 
ty;  Roger  B.  Atkinson,  CnmberUmd  pariah,  Li- 
nenbnrg  connty ;  Francia  Wicker,  St.  John's 
Church,  Henrico  pariah,  Henrico ;  Fiaacia  0. 
Fiuhugh,  M.  D.,  St.  Pknl's  perish,  Kim  Geont 
county;  Junius  A.  Clay,  TiUotsoo perish, Bwi- 
ingham  cotmty;  Linneoa  Dupay,  St  PteTk 
Church,  Lyndiborg;  Joeeph  PraBtise,  St. 
Paul's  Church,  town  of  Sufiblk ;  Anstin  Flli- 
hugh  and  Edward  T.  Tayloe,  Bruuawick  par- 
ish. King  George  county  ;  Westwood  S.  Armi- 
stead,  St.  John's  Church,  parish  of  Elisabeth 
City  ;  Edmund  L  Lee,  Christ  Church,  Fairbx 
parish,  Alexandria ;  Hilary  Baker,  Chnst 
Church,  Richmond  ;  William  G.  Smith,  M.  D , 
Hungar's  parish,  Northampton  :  Archibald  Msf 
gill,  Christ  Church,  Norbome  pariah,  Beikelsy; 
Francis  Nelson,  St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover 
and  Louisa  counties  ;  Thomas  Marshall,  Leeds 
parish,  Fauquier  county  ;  Robert  Boiling,  Bris- 
tol parish,  Prince  George  county  ;  Alexander 
Brodnax,  St.  Andrew's  parish,  Brunswick; 
William  S.  Jones,  Christ  Church,  Winchester ; 
Hugh  Nelson,  Fredericksville  pariah,  Alb^ 
marie  ;  Walter  Coles,  St.  Anne's  Church,  Albe- 
marle county  ;  Leven  S.  Joynes,  St.  Geoifs'i 
parish,  Accomack  countv  ;  John  G.  Lawrence, 
South  Farnham  parish,  ^ssex  county  ;  Robert 
Pollard  and  J  G.  Williams,  Monamental 
Church,  Richmond ;  Philip  Nelson,  Frederick 
parish,  Frederick  county ;  William  M.  Black- 
ford, Hamilton  parish,  Fauquier  county  ;  Thom- 
as Withers,  Bath  parish,  Dinvriddie  county; 
John  Gray,  St.  George's  parish,  Fredericki- 
burg. 

That  the  following  persona  appear  to  have 
been  duly  elected,  but  the  certincetea  are  doI 
in  the  form  preacribed  by  the  canon,  tiz.  : — 

Thomas  Nelson,  Frederick  parish,  Frederick 
county;  John  Thom,  St.  Mark'a  pariah,  Cul- 
pepper county. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  said  report 
be  receiTod. 


COMYENTION  OF  183L 


TIm  Rev.  T.  O.  Bedell,  of  Philadelphia,  the 
Rer.  Frederick  W.  Hatch,  of  Washington,  and 
the  Rer.  William  O.  H.  Jonea,  of  North  Caro- 
lioa«  with  aeveral  candidatea  for  orders,  were 
iBTited  bj  the  preaident,  in  purauauce  of  the 
■tanding  order  cST  the  CooTeoUon,  to  attend  the 
dttinga  of  the  aaoie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Williams, 

Roaolved,  That  the  following  mlea  of  order, 
adopted  by  the  laat  ConTention  for  the  gorern- 
meot  of  their  proceedinga,  be  the  rulea  of  pro- 
ceeding during  the  preaent  Contention. 

I.  "Hie  buameaa  of  every  day  shall  be  intro- 
inced  with  prayer. 

S.  When  the  praaident  takea  the  chair,  no 
member  ahall  continue  atanding,  or  ahall  after- 
ward atand  up,  except  to  addreaa  the  chair. 

3w  No  member  ahall  abaent  himaelf  from  the 
imleaa  he  have  leaTe,  or  be  unable  to  at- 


4.  When  any  member  ia  about  to  apeak  in 
debate,  or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  he 
than*  with  due  reapect,  addreaa  himself  to  the 
ptwdent.  confining  him^ilf  atricUy  to  the  point 
adepate. 

5.  No  member  ahall  apeak  more  than  twice 
in  the  aame  debate  without  leave  of  the  houae. 

6.  A  qneation  being  once  determined  ahall 
itand  aa  the  judgment  of  the  houae,  and  shall 
not  again  be  drawn  into  debate  during  the  same 
teaaion,  onleaa  with  the  conaent  of  two  thirds 
•f  die  houae. 

7.  While  the  preaident  ia  putting  any  ques- 
tion, the  members  shall  continue  in  their  seata, 
tod  ahall  m»i  hold  any  prirate  discourse. 

8.  Every  member  wno  shall  be  in  the  house 
when  any  qoestion  ia  put,  shall,  on  a  division, 
be  eoonted,  onkaa  he  be  personally  interested 
in  the  decision. 

9.  No  motion  ahall  be  considered  as  before 
die  booee  mdeaa  it  be  aeconded,  and,  when  re- 
qoired,  reduced  to  writing. 

10.  When  any  oueation  is  before  the  house,  it 
ahnll  bedetennined  upon  before  any  new  subject 
is  iatiodaced,  except  the  question  of  adjoum- 

SBOTlt. 

11.  The  qoeation  on  a  motion  of  adjourn- 
m0Dt  ahall  be  taken  before  any  other,  and  with- 
ont  debate. 

IS.  When  the  houae  is  about  to  rise,  every 
aaemfcer  ahall  keep  his  seat  until  the  president 
abnll  leave  his  chair. 

13.  None  of  the  rules  of  order  shall  be  sus- 
pended without  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds 
of  the  asembers  preaent. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Adam  Empie,  the 
Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire,  the  Rev.  John 
Grammer,  the  Rev.  William  Jackson,  Mr.  Ed- 
mond  I.  Lee,  Mr.  Thomas  Msrshall,  Mr.  Bur- 
well  Baaaett,  and  Mr.  Hujgh  Nelson,  be  a  com- 
iniitee  to  take  into  consideration  the  sute  of 
the  church  in  this  diocess,  and  report  there- 
npen  to  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs, 
the  Rer.  John  P.  M*Ouire,  the  Rev.  Edward  W. 
Peet,  and  Mr.  Francis  Nelson,  be  a  committee 
to  examine  the  parochial  reporta. 

Ofdendy  That  the  Rev.  George  Lemon,  the 


Rev.  Johannea  Edward  Jackson,  the  Rer. 
Ehenezf^  Boyden,  snd  Mr.  John  Thoin,  be  a 
committee  to  examine  the  atnte  of  the  fund  for 
the  support  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  de- 
ceased clergymen. 

Ordered,  That   the   Rev.  William  F.   I.ee, 
Mr.  John  Nelson,  Mr.  Robert  PolUrd,  and  Mr 
Thomas  Withers,  be  a  committee  to  examine 
the  treasurer'd  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  T.  Lee,  Mr 
James  M.  Garnctt,  Mr.  Wright  Southgate,  Mr. 
John  Gray,  and  Mr.  W'aiter  Colen,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  fund  for  the  permanent  aupport  of  the 
episcopate  in  thia  diocess. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  when  the  Con- 
vention adjouni  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  to- 
morrow morning,  at  9  o'clock. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  Convention  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 

Friday,  May  20,  1831. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
George  I^mon. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore  being  absent, 
from  indisposition,  the  Rev^  Mr.  Lemon  waa 
called  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Fitch  W.  Taylor,  a  lay  delegate  of  St. 
Paul's  Church,  Alexandria,  appeared,  produced 
a  certificate  of  his  appointment,  and  took  his 
seat. 

The  secretary  received  the  following  contri- 
butions from  sundry  parishes  of  this  diocess  for 
the  contingent  fund  : — 

Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg,  -  -  $15  00 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk,  -  -  -  80  00 
Abingdon  and  Ware  parishes,  -  -  20  60 
Newport  parish,  Isle  of  Wight,  -  -  3  00 
Russell  parish,  Bedford  county,  -  -  30  00 
Lynnhaven  parish,  Princess  Anne,  -  10  00 
Trinity  Church,  Portsmouth  parish,  -  15  00 
St.  Margaret's  parish,  Caroline,  -  8  00 
St.  James's  parish,  Mecklenburg,  -  16  00 
Augusta  parish,  Au^sta  county,  -  10  00 
Antrim  parish,  Hslifaz  county,  -  -  25  00 
St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper  coun- 
ty,           13  00 

St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex,  -  -  -  22  00 
St.  James's  parish,  Northam,  Goochland 

county, 10  00 

jDumberland  parish,  Lunenburg  county,  15  00 

St.  John's  Church,  Henrico  parish,      -  15  00 

St.  Psul's  parish,  King  George  county,  27  50 

Tillotson  parish,  Buckingham  county,  14  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg,  -         -  15  0<> 

St.  Paul's  Church,  town  of  Suffolk,     -  7  50 

Brunswick  parish.  King  George  county,  10  00 
St.  John's  Church,  parish  of  Elizabeth 

City, 6  00 

Christ  Church,  Fairfax  parish,  Alexan- 
dria,        3000 

Christ  Church,  Richmond,           -        -  15  00 
Huogar's  parish,  Northampton,  -         -  10  00 
Christ  Church,  Norborne  pariah,  Berke- 
ley,         6  00 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$392  60 
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Amount  brought  forwtrd,  $393  60 

St.    Martin's     parish,     HanoTer    and 

Louisa  counties,  -  -  -  -  20  00 
Leeds  parish,  Fauquier  county,  -  •  15  00 
Bristol  parish,  Prince  George  county,  80  00 
St.  Andrew's  parish,  Brunswick  county,  15  00 
Christ  Church,  Winchester,  -  -  15  00 
St.  Anne's  Church,  Albemarle,  -  -  5  00 
St.  George's  parish,  Accomack,  -  10  00 
South  Famham  parish,  Essex  county,  10  00 
Frederick  parish,  Frederick  county,  -  15  00 
Monumental  Church,  Richmond,  -  30  00 
Hamilton  parish,  Fauquier  county,  -  15  00 
Bath  parish,  Dinwiddie  county,  -  15  00 
St.  George's  parish,  Frederickaburg,  -  SO  00 
St.  Mark's  parish,  Culpepper  county,  -  20  00 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Alexandria,  -  20  00 
St.  James's  Church,  Leesburg,  Lou- 
doun county,  -  -  -  -  10  00 
From  Mrs.  Lucy  Thweatt,  Mrs.  Mary  > 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Mary  Thweatt,  and  I  .^  «« 
Mrs.  Virginia  Pegram,  of  Ches-  ( 
terfield  county  (donation),              ) 
Fredericks ville  uarish,  Albemarle  coun- 
ty,     -      :      .      -      -      -  10  00 

•  $677  50 

The   following  sums  were  paid  by  sundry 

p&riahea  towards  the  support  of  Bishop  Moore, 
and  as  a  remuneration  for  his  episcopal  servi- 
ces, in  pursuance  of  the  assessment  made  upon 
them  by  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last 
Convention  for  that  purpose  : — 

Bru ton  parish,  Williamsburg,      -         -  $12  00 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk,     -         -         -  12  00 
Abingdon  and  Ware  parishes,  Glouces- 
ter,         5  00 

Newport  pariah,  Isle  of  Wight,  -  3  00 
Russell  parish,  Bedford  county,  -  12  00 
Trinity  Church,  Portsmouth  parish,  -  9  00 
St.  Margaret's  parish,  Caroline  county,  7  00 
St.  James's  parish,  Mecklenburg,  -  8  00 
Augusta  parish,  Augusta  county,  -  7  50 
Antrim  parish,  Halifax  county,  -  -  6  00 
St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper  coun- 
ty,           9  00 

St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex  county,  -  8  00 
St.    John's   Church,    Henrico    parish, 

Henrico  county,     -        -        -         -  8  00 

Tillotson  parish,  Buckingham,    -         •  7  00 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg,   -         -  10  0(^ 

St.  Paul's  Church,  town  of  Suffolk,  -  5  00 
St.  John's  Church,  parish  of  Elizabeth 

City, 6  00 

Christ  Church,  Fairfax  parish,  Alexan- 
dria,       12  00 

Christ  Church,  Richmond,          •         -  9  00 
Hungar's  parish,  Northampton,  -        -  5  00 
Christ  Church,  Norborne  pariah,  Berke- 
ley.    : 5  00 

St.    Martin's    parish,     Hanover    and 

Louisa  counties,     -         -         -         -  10  00 

Leeds  parish,  Fauquier  county,  -         -  6  00 

Bristol  parish,  Princ     George  county,  12  00 

St.  Andrew's  and  Bath  parishes,          -  10  00 


Amount  cuhed  fotwird, 


$203  50 


$203  50 

•  12  00 

6  00 

-   6  00 

-   4  00 

•  IS  00 

-  IS  00 

6  00 

•  IS  00 

6  00 

-  IS  00 

•  IS  00 

•   6  00 

10  00 

r,  IS  00 

Amount  brooffht  forwiid, 
Christ  Church,  Winchester, 
St.  Anne's  Church,  Albemarle,  - 
St.  George's  parish,  Accomack, 
South  Farnharo  parish,  Essex  county, 
Frederick  parish,  Frederick  county, 
Monumental  Church,  Richmond, 
Hamilton  parish,  Fauquier  county, 
St.  George's  parish,  Fredericksburg, 
St.  Mark's  parish,  Culpepper  county, 
St.  Paul's  Uhurch,  Alexandria,  - 
St.  James's  Church,  Leesburg,    - 
Moore  parish,  Campbell  county. 
From  Rev.  Mr.  Crawford,  Louua, 
Fredericksrille  parish,  Frederick  county. 


$SS8  60 

Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  state  of  the  fund  for  toe 
permanent  support  of  the  episcopete  in  this  dio- 
cess,  presented  the  following  report : — 

The  committee  upon  the  subject  of  the  Bidiops' 
Fund  respectfully  roport  a  statement  of  the  ac- 
count rendered  by  the  wardens  of  Christ  Church, 
Fair&x  perish,  under  whose  care  the  same  has 
been  placed,  which  will  ahow  how  much  baa  been 
added  to  the  principal  since  the  last  Convention, 
and  what  is  the  present  amount  of  the  fimd  : — 

It  appears  that  in  the  year  1822,  the  late  Rev. 
Andrew  Belmain,  of  Winchester,  gave  a  ahare  of 
the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  to  this  fund,  and 
the  same  was  transferred  to  the  Right  Rev.  Buhop 
Moore  and  the  gentlemen  then  members  of  the 
standing  committee.  That  all  the  members  of 
the  then  committee  have  departed  this  life  except 
two,  one  of  whom  removed  several  years  ago  out 
of  the  diocess,  and  is  no  longer  a  member  of 
the  committee.  That  there  is  now  due  from 
the  bank,  for  unreceived  dividends  on  this  share, 
$39  75. 

The  committee  would  recommend,  that  the 
share  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia  ahould  be  sold  by 
the  surviving  trustees,  and  the  money,  with  the 
dividends  now  due,  be  vested  in  such  other  fund 
as  the  church-wardens  aforesaid  ahall  deem  most 
to  the  interest  of  the  fund. 

The  whole  fbnd,  including  the  bank-stocks  at 
par  value,  and  the  $39  75  dividends  due  on  the 
share  in  the  Virginia  Bank,  added  totlM  $13  16  in 
the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  the  Biahi^'  Fund, 
amounts  to  $5,552  91. 

The  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion, 
that  steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  increasethe 
Bishops'  Fund  as  rapidly  as  practicable.  They 
cannot  forbear  to  express  the  great  importance 
of  being  able  to  release  the  bishops  from  parochial 
duties,  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  travel  as  much 
and  as  often  through  this  extensive  diocess  as 
circumstances  will  admit  Under  this  impres- 
sion, the  committee  reconunend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolutions : — 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  of  each  church  in 
this  diocess,  annually,  deliver  an  appropriate  dis- 
course, recommending  the  pious  object  of  t)w 
episcopal  fund,  and  the  necessity  of  increasing  the 
same.  The  collections  to  be  made  at  such  time 
and  in  such  manner  as  the  minister  and  wardens 
of  this  church  shsll  deem  most  expediesL  The 
amount  of  the  collection  in  each  church  shall, 
when  practicable,  he  forthwith  remitted  by  the 
minister  thereof  to  the  church-wardens  of  Christ 
Church,  Alexandria,  Fairfax  pariah ;  and  he  ahall 
also  report  the  amount  coUected  and  lemitted  as 
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jid,  to  the  next  Conrention,  which  report 

■hiU  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  same. 
The  charch-wardens  aforesaid  shall  forthwith  pro- 
ceed to  vest  the  same  fund,  which  will  produce 
in  intereat  payable  half  yearly. 

ReeoWed,  That  the  share  in  the  Virginia  Bank 
be  add,  and  the  proceeds  applied  as  recommended 
in  the  report. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  said  report  be 
fMT  the  present  laid  upon  the  uble. 

'Die  ReT.  William  F.  I.iee,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  examine  the  treasurer's  ac- 
counts, made  the  following  report : — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
lr<easarer*s  sceonnt,  respectfully  report,  that 
they  have  examined  the  aame,  and  find  it  to  be 
eorrect-^the  Ymrioos  items  being  ascertained  by 
the  proper  Touchen,  which  are  filed  with  the 
eecount  The  balance  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  treaaurer  at  this  time  is  $76  Ah. 

On  motion,  ResoWed,  That  the  aaid  report  be 
received  and  approved. 

The  session  was  then  suspended,  for  the  pur- 
poee  of  attending  divine  senrice  by  the  Rer. 
Ifr.  Dresser,  and  a  sermon  by  the  Rer.  Mr. 
Enpie. 

After  divine  service,  Rev.  Bishop  Moore  sp- 
peered  and  took  lus  seat  aa  president  of  the 
Convention. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore,  agreeably  to 
the  45th  canon  of  the  General  Convention,  de- 
Itveied  the  following 

AODXISS. 

In  compliance  with  the  duty  enjoined  on  me  by 
the  church,  I  now  present  to  the  Convention  a 
view  of  my  episcopai  labours  since  their  last  an- 
nual roeetmg. 

In  the  month  of  June  I  visited  the  town  of  Pe- 
tersburg, in  company  with  several  of  the  clervy ; 
at  which  time  I  preached  in  the  church  at  that 
place,  and  confirmed  thirteen  persons.  In  the 
month  of  December  I  repeated  my  visit,  preached, 
and  confirmed  nine. 

On  the  27th  of  November  I  visited  Fredericks- 
borg,  on  the  evening  of  which  day  I  confirmed 
twenty-four ;  and  on  Sunday,  the  28th,  I  preached, 
admitted  Mr.  Cleaver  to  deacons*  orders,  the  Rev. 
G.  W.  Ridgeley  to  the  priesthood,  and  acumnister- 
ed  the  Loid's  Supper. 

On  the  22d  of  November  I  sttended  the  conse- 
cration of  the  present  bishop  of  Marvland,  at 
which  time  I  preached,  and  assisted  in  all  the  ao- 
lemnities  usual  on  such  occasions. 

During  the  last  winter  I  visited  the  county  of 
Hanover,  with  the  intention  of  laying  the  comer- 
clone  of  a  church  now  building,  but  was  prevent- 
ed firom  discharging  that  duty  by  the  weather.  1 
however  lecturM  at  the  house  oi  Dr.  Berkeley. 

In  November  1  visited  the  county  of  Essex, 
end  officiated  in  Vauter*8  Church. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  visited  Norfolk  and 
Portsmouth  several  times.  In  June  I  admitted 
to  the  priesthood,  in  Christ  Church,  the  Rev. 
John  n.  Hill  and  the  Rev.  John  Cole;  and  in 
March,  ordained  Mr.  W.  N.  Hawks  deacon,  and 
preached  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 

In  Portamouth  I  have  preached  several  times ; 
consecrated  a  handsome  new  church,  and  institu- 
ted the  Rev.  J.  H.  Wingfield  pastor  of  that  parish. 

I  have  viaited  the  county  of  Goochland  several 
times,  upon  which  occasions  I  have  always 
ereached,  and  administered  the  Lord*8  Supper. 

In  July  last  I  coosecieted  Chiitt  Choxch,  m  the 


city  of  Richmond,  of  which  the  Rev.  Wol  F.  Le 
is  rector ;  on  which  occasion  I  preached,  and  ad 
ministered  the  Lord's  Supper.  I  preached  also  ii 
that  church  on  the  evenmg  of  Good  Friday,  am 
confirmed  sixteen  persons;  and  in  February, 
ordained  in  the  same  church  Mr.  Jos.  H.  Saun 
ders  descon,  and  administered  the  Lord's  Suppei 

In  February,  I  instituted  the  Rev.  £.  W.  Pee 
rector  of  St.  John's  Church,  in  the  city  of  Rich 
mond,  on  which  occssion  the  Rev.  W.  F.  Le* 
preached ;  and  on  the  evening  of  Sunday,  the  8tl 
mstant,  1  admitted  to  the  priesthood,  in  the  sam 
church,  the  Rev.  Jarvis  Buxton :  sermon  by  thi 
Rev.  Mr.  Peet. 

In  the  present  month  I  visited  Hanover  county 
preached  in  the  morning  in  the  church,  and  lee 
tured  in  the  afternoon  af  the  house  of  Mr.  Nelsoi 
Berkeley,  and  in  both  places  had  Urge  and  atten 
tive  congregationa. 

The  last  week  I  visited  the  county  of  Essex 
preached  to  the  largest  congregation  1  have  eve 
seen  in  Vauter's  Church,  and  confirmed  two  per 
sons ;  and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  dav,  th< 
Rev.  Mr.  Peet  lectured  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Jamei 
Gamett. 

The  next  day  I  preached  in  Port  Royal  to  tlu 
largest  congregation  I  have  ever  met  in  that  place 
I  then  crosMd  the  RappahannocK  and  visited  Kin| 
George  county,  in  which  place  I  consecimled  St 
Paul's  Church — an  edifice  which  has  been  resto 
red  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God ;  and,  by  thi 
cenerous  efforts  ot  the  congregation,  haa  beei 
finished  with  great  taste.  1  preached  on  the  oc 
casion  to  an  immense  crowa  of  respectable  anc 
pious  worshippers,  confirmed  twenty- two,  and  ad 
ministered  the  Lord 'a.  Supper  to  upwards  of  sixt] 
persons. 

Upon  that  aolemn  occasion  I  was  assisted  b] 
five  clergymen,  whose  labours  were  continuec 
three  successive  days ;  and  we  have  every  reasoi 
to  believe,  that  the  word  which  was  then  deliver 
ed  will  not  return  unto  the  Lord  void ;  but  tha 
many  precious  souls  have  received  an  impuls« 
which  will  never  cease  to  shtxl  its  good  effects  ii 
their  future  life  and  conversatKm. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  recommendins  t4 
the  clergy  and  people  the  great  importance  of  re 
ligious  associations.  They  have  a  tendency  U 
produce  in  the  minds  of  both  minister  and  congre 
gations  an  increase  of  religious  ardour ;  to  heigh 
ten  their  attachment  to  the  church,  her  doctrines 
and  worship ;  and  to  fit  and  prepare  them  for  th4 
society  of  angels,  and  the  spirits  of  the  just  nuid4 
perfect  in  Heaven. 

Rich'd  C.  Mooeb. 

The  following  Address  of  the  Right  Rev 
Bishop  Meade,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  canon 
was  read  by  the  secretary  . — 

To  the  Members  <^  the  Conventum  of  Ike  Pmiest 
mtt  EpieeoptU  Cktavh  m  Ike  Dioeees  of  Vtrgmim 
OMeembUd  m  Norfolk,  May  19lA,  1831. 
Dbae  Bebthrbn  and  FxiBiiDs, — Bein^callei 
by  the  providence  of  God  to  perform  episcopa 
duties  in  places  far  distant  from  that  in  which  yoi 
have  assembled,  1  send  you  ^e  following  briel 
notice  of  such  services  as  1  have  been  oumled  U 
render  during  the  past  year,  in  aid  of  our  mud 
loved  father  in  Christ.  Most  of  you  being  pree 
ent,  doubtless  remember  with  holy  joy  the  exer 
cises  of  the  Sabbath  which  succeeded  our  last  Con 
vention  in  the  town  of  Winchester.  The  momini 
was  commenced  by  administering  the  nte  oi  bap 
tism  to  two  adults,  and  of  «.bnfirroation  to  twenty 
two.  Our  mid-dav  services  were  truly  interesting 
and  we  hope  edi^ring.  Thev  were  prolonged  U 
anmmsiiai  Ungtn  by  the  aODuniitntiiaQ  a  tbi 
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Lai4%  8np|Mr  to  •  mltitadt  of  detout  wonUp- 
p«n»  ad  or  the  odioatioo  of  one  prictt  Slid  three 
aeacuin.  l*be  Kev.  Mr.  SmeUwooil,  from  Mary* 
leod,  wee  edmH— rf  to  ptieete*  ordf  ra,  and  the  Ret. 
Mr.  Aeh,  Mr.  Adema,  and  Mr.  HiU,  to  deaoona* 
Olden.  I'be  laat  ordination  waa  rendered  doubly 
dear  and  intereatinf  to  aa  all,  br  the  oonaidera- 
tion  tliat  Mr.  HiU  and  hie  beloved  wife  were  toon 
10  leave  oar  ahorea,  and  engafe  in  the  gtormia  ef- 
fat  to  extend  the  kinfdom  of  the  Redeemer 
tbroogh  the  world.  Fiom  the  time  of  the  Con- 
ventioo  until  the  month  of  Aoguet,  my  laboora 
were  coofined  to  the  limita  of  my  own  pariah,  with 
the  exception  of  a  viait  to  Leeiburg  and  another  to 
Cbarleatown,  at  each  of  which  pUMcea  I  preached, 
and  adaiiniateTed  the  ordinancee  of  religion.  In 
the  latter,  two  pereooa  were  confirmed.  On  the 
10th  of  Attgnat,!  aet  oat  oo  a  viait  to  oar  few  acat- 
tared  congregationa  on  the  banka  of  the  Kanawha 
and  Ohio  rivera.  On  mj  wav  thither  I  atopped 
■t  Woodatock,  where  I  pieacbed  once,  at  Harri- 
eonbarg,  where  I  preedied  twice,  and  at  Port  Re- 
pablae,  v^here  I  preached  once.  In  and  around 
each  of  theae  placea  we  have  aome  frienda  warm- 
ly attached  to  our  church,  who,  if  not  able  to  aup- 
port  regular  miniatera,  would  rejoice  in  the  occa- 
awnal  aervicea  of  miaaionanea.  I  alao  tarried  aev- 
eral  daya  in  btaunUm,  preaching  repeatedly,  con- 
imung  two  pereona,  and  nnitingin  the  aaminia- 
tiatioo  of  the  Lord'a  Snpper.  The  leal  of  our 
people  in  that  place  haa  led  them  to  the  erection 
of  a  new  brick  church,  which  will  be  conaecrated 
in  the  tour  upon  which  I  am  ioat  entering.  On 
leaving  Staonton  I  proceedeo  without  delay  to 
Cbarleatown,  in  Kanawha  county,  which  I  reach- 
ed in  aix  daya.  In  thia  place  and  tbe  neighbour- 
hood 1  apent  two  Sabbatha  and  the  intervening 
daya  in  tlie  performance  of  miniaterial  and  epi»- 
copal  dutiea.  During  its  period  I  preached  ten 
timea,  ccmsecrated  one  church,  baptized  one  adult 
and  nineteen  children,  confirnied  sixteen,  and  ad- 
ministered the  Lord's  Supper  twice.  I  was  truly 
gratified  by  my  visit  to  this  paribh.  It  has  been 
now  destitute  for  some  years  of  the  ministrations 
of  our  church ;  hut  there  are  a  goodly  number  of 
pious  persona  who  are  strongly  atuched  to  our 
communion,  and  firmly  resolved  to  procure  the 
aervicea  of  some  faithful  minister,  whose  temporal 
wanta  will,  1  am  confident,  be  well  provideo  for. 
I  trust  that  it  will  please  the  Great  Shepherd 
aoon  to  send  them  a  pastor  after  his  own  neart. 
From  Kanawha  I  directed  my  course  towards 
Vr' heeling,  which  I  reached  in  six  days.  It  was 
my  intention  to  call  at  Parkcrsburg,  but  circum- 
stances prevented.  While  in  Marietta,  on  the  op- 
poaite  aide  of  the  river  and  some  miles  above,  1 
learned  that  there  were  a  number  of  persons  about 
Parkersburg  who  were  desirous  to  obtain  the  ser- 
vices ol  an  Kpiscopal  minister,  and  that  if  a  suit- 
able one  could  be  obtained,  a  union  would  be 
probahly  formed  between  Parkersburff  and  Mari- 
etta, which  might  offer  a  sufficient  field  of  useful- 
ness to  a  pious  man,  and  ensure  him  a  moderate 
aupport.  I  reached  Wheehng  on  Saturday  even- 
ing, and  apent  the  three  following  days  there, 
nreaching  lour  times.  On  Wedneraay  I  went  to 
Wellaburg,  and  preached  to  a  large  congreration 
that  night.  On  Thursday  I  preached  at  St.  John's 
Church,  about  eight  miles  from  Wellsburg,  and  in 
the  evening  at  Steubenville,  in  Ohio.  I  preached 
again  at  St.  John's  Friday  morning,  when  1  con- 
finned  nineteen,  and  on  Saturday  morning  1 
preached  again  at  Wellsburg,  confirming  nine. 
At  this  time  a  regular  church  was  organized 
in  Wellsburg,  and  a  vestrv  appointed.  1  feel 
much  interested  for  this  hew  church,  and  for 
the  congregation  at  St.  John'a.    The  Rev.  Mr. 
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Mont,  of  Iha 

ead  thfm  hr 

that  thoy  vnoit  more 

from  bia  other  fhatiBB 

whoae  chief  deaiie  k  to  hava 

might  laboor 

tbeagh  be  mfht  not  aboanL  lia 

thina,  aofler  want   HewooldDaeat 

and  might  be  the  inatiimMnt  of  aahafin  tmmtm 
ainneia.  After  havinc  oonehidod  wy  libaHi  ■ 
WeUabon  end  tbe  nSg^ibomlwod,  1  ratMMd  m 
Wheeling,  and  apent  amlher  Sdbtalb  ■  thU 
place,  when  1  adoutted  aivan  umwam  to  thtiiM 
of  confirmation.  The  lector  m  the  rwiniaiiliw 
at  Wheeling  appeaia  to  bo  oaiMitlf  eoMU  ■ 
the  dotiea  of  tbe  miiiiatiy.  and  will,  i  tmt,  it- 
ceive  the  bleaaing  of  bia  diraie  KaMer.  Ik  wm 
my  intention  to  have  raCmned  by  the  way  of  Hat* 
gantovrn,  Cbtfkaboif,  and  Mooifiekli  s  Mf  briv 
unable  to  make  apporatmenta  in  doa  taai^  I  ImE 
a  different  rooto.aiid  feacbad  bonw  aftrvaaa^ 
aence  of  air  weeka.  In  tbe  nonth  of  Odobw  I 
paid  a  viait  to  the  drarcbea  in  ilaihalay  uiwt|, 
and  alao  to  that  in  SbephanlataOTn.  Intba  obbb- 
ty  of  Berkeley  1  preached  lepaatodly,  adnnad 
twenty-aix  to  the  nte  of  confirviatioii.  and  adnifr 
iatered  the  holy  commnnion.  Moot  of  tbe  p»> 
aonaconfiimed  were  quite  yoong;  bnt,intbeJMr 
ment  of  thoee  moot  competent  to  linnn  a  comet 
opinioa,  truly  engaged  in  aeekinf  tba  aahatioa  of 
their  eoula,  and  weU  worthy  to  be  admitliid  Co  a 
fall  paiticipatioo  of  all  the  piivilotto  of  God^ 
hooae.  In  ohepbeidotown  I  pieacbed  twice  and 
confirmed  aix.  In  the  month  of  Deoenber  I  opeak 
a  faw  daya  at  an  aaaodation  in  Winchealer,  ana  on 
Sunday  admitted  eight  to  confirmation  and  tbe  holy 
communion.  During  the  year,  I  have  alao  adnil- 
ted  to  confirmation,  within  the  boanda  of  my  own 
parish,  nineteen  persona.  I  have  nothing  dae  to 
report  in  the  way  of  episcopal  laboura,  except  a 
short  excursion  m  the  month  of  Aoril,  in  which  I 
visited  the  churches  in  Loudoun,  I*  anquier.  Alex- 
andria, aikl  the  Theological  Seminary.  In  Leea> 
burg  1  preached  twice.  I  am  happy  to  atate,  that 
the  congregation  in  that  place  enjoya  the  aervicei 
of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Cutler,  and  hope  it  will  king  re- 
tain them.  In  Fauquier  I  preached  three  times, 
twice  at  W^arrenton  and  once  at  Cool  Spring.  In 
the  former  place  1  admitted  eleven  to  the  nte  of 
confirmation.  In  conclusion,  I  would  beg  leave  to 
call  the  aerioua  attention  of  mv  brethren  to  thf 
preaent  condition  of  our  Theological  InatitutioB 
in  the  vicinitv  of  Alexandria.  At  no  previous  tinM 
has  God,  by  hia  holy  Spirit,  moved  the  minda  d 
so  many  pioua  youth  within  our  communion  lo 
devote  themselves  to  the  gospel  ministry.  At  no 
previous  time  has  the  semniary  been  ao  full  of  ata- 
denta  preparing  themaeivea  for  the  high  and  b^ 
duties  of  the  priesthood.  And  yet,  at  no  peiiod 
have  the  funds  of  the  Education  Society  been  ao 
inadequate  to  meet  the  demanda  made  upon  it 
The  treasury  is  now  exhausted.  I  feel  a  PleaaiDg 
assurance  tnat  the  mere  atatement  of  tnia  CkI 
will  be  sufficient  to  stimulate  the  langriiahingseal 
of  our  friends.  Many  of  our  auxiliariee  have,  I 
doubt  not,  relaxed  in  their  exertiona,  from  a  snp- 
position  that  our  condition  waa  ao  proeperoas  as 
not  to  require  the  continuance  of  the  xral  whicb 
first  animated  them.  I  have  not  the  least  raaaoo 
for  believing  that  there  is  in  one  of  them  tlM 
slightest  change  of  aentiment  in  regard  to  the  ia* 
atitution.  I  am  very  confident  that  there  la  do 
just  cause  for  auch  change.  I  would  therefore 
take  this  opportunity  of  urging  it  upon  all  tho 
inembera  of^  the  Convention,  and  eapecially  apoi 
my  brethren  in  the  mmiatry,  to  reaolva,0B  latoni' 


CONVENTION  OF  1831. 


9S7 


fang  to  their  Mreral  hornet,  to  renew  their  ezer- 
tione  in  this  caute,  and  not  tafier  so  holjr  and  im- 
portant an  inatitation  for  a  moment  to  be  retarded 
m  ita  operation  for  the  want  of  a  prompt  and  gen- 
erona  support.  At  the  time  that  this  communica- 
tion ahall  oe  read  to  you.  I  shall  be  far  distant  from 
my  brethren  and  fhends ;  but  my  heart-  will  be 
with  them— and  I  pray  that  grace,  mercy,  and 
peace  may  bo  mutiiplied  unto  them,  and  that  the 
holy  exercises  of  the  Convention  may  be  more 
n  abundantly  bleased  than  on  any  previous  occasion. 
And,  in  return,  let  me  beg  that  the  prayers  of  all 
the  brethren  and  friends  may  be  onered  up  for  a 
weak  and  unworthy  brother. 

William  Mkadb, 
Aaaiatant  Bishop  of  Virginia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  1.  Lee, 
Reaolved,  That  the  addresses  of  the  bishop 

and  aaaiatant  biahop  of  this  dipcess  be  referred  to 

the  conynittee  on  the  state  of  the  church. 
*  The  parochial  reports  were  handed  in  and 

read,  and  referred  to  the  eommittee  on  parochial 

reports. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee, 

The  report  of  the  conmiittee  to  examine  into 

the  state  of  the  fund  for  the  permanent  support 

of  the  episcopate  in  this  dioceas  was  taken  up, 

and  again  read,  when. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  until 

to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 

Saturday,  Mat  21,  1881. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Doughen. 

The  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  D.  D.,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat. 

The  report  of  the  committee  upon  the  subject 
of  the  Bishops*  Fund  was  again  taken  up  and 
considered,  and,  upon  the  question  being  taken, 
the  report  and  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  L  Lee, 

Reaolved,  That  the  next  Convention  of  the 
Protestsnt  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Diocess  of 
Virginia  be  held  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  on 
the  third  Wednesday  in  May  next. 

The  session  was  then  suspended,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  divine  service  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Steel,  and  a  sermon  by  the  Rev  Mr.  Cutler. 

RcAoIved,  That  the  treasurer  of  the  Conven- 
tion do  pay  to  the  secretary  of  the  House  of 
Clerical  and  Lay  Delegates  of  the  General  Con- 
▼ention  the  sum  of  eleven  dollars,  being  the 
special  assessment  upon  this  diocess  for  the 
puipofe  of  paying  the  debt  now  due  from  the 
General  Convention. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Lemon,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  examination  of  the  ac- 
counta  of  the  treasurer  of  the  fund  for  the  relief 
of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  clergy- 
men of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia,  mirae 
the  following  report : — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  deceased  clergymen  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Virginia,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the 
following  account  of  the  treasurer,  Mr.  John 
HooSf  was  lubmittsd  to  thaon:  of  the  igttiro 
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correctneaa  of  which  account  ther  haTe  no 
doubt ;  but  no  vouchera  were  aubmitted  to  the 
committee. 

GioROB  Lbmon,  Chairman. 

The  Fund  or  the  Relief  of  the  Widavt  and  Or- 
phant  of  Deceased  Clergymen  of  the  Frotu^- 
ant  Episcopal  Church  o/  VtrginUy  tn  accotaU 
with  John  Hoofft  Treaturer^  Dr. 

1830,  May  25.^To  cash  paid  for  four 
shares  of  the  Farmers*  Bank  of  AJex- 
andria  stock,  $30  per  share,  -  $120  00 

Oct.  2. — To  cash  paid  for  four  sharea  of 
do., 130  00 

1831,  Jan.  6. — ^To  cash  transmitted  the 
Rev.  Alexander  Jones,  for  the  use  of 

Miss  Maria  Heath,        -        -        -      80  00 
Balance  in  treasurer's  hands,    -     125  01 


Cr. 


$396  01 


1830,  May  12.— By  old  account  for  bal- 
ance,   $123  40 

July  3. — By  dividend  on  three  per  cents., 

for  one  quarter,      -        -        -        -      16  28 

July  8. — By  cash  for  dividend  on  five 

shares  Bank  Alexandria  stock,         -      16  00 

Oct.  1.— By  cash  for  dividend  on  eighty- 
three  shares  Farmers'  Btok  Alex- 
andria, -        -        .        .        -     83  00 

Oct.  4. — By  caah  for  dividend  on  three 
per  cents.,  one  quarter,  -        -      16 

1831,  Jan.  8. — By  cash  for  dividend  on 
three  per  cents.,  one  quarter,  -      16 

Jsn.  10. — By  cash  for  dividend  on  five 

shares  Bank  Alexandria  stock,        -      16  00 

Jan.  31. — By  cash  for  dividend  on  one 
shsre  Bank  of  Virginia,  from  July, 
1829,  to  January,  1831,  -         -     11  00 

April  2. — By  cash  for  dividend  on  three 

per  cents.,  one  quarter,  -         -     16  86 

April  5. — By  cash  for  dividend  one  ighty- 
seven  shares  Farmera'  Bank  Alexan- 
dria atock,     -        -        -        -        -     87  00 


$395  01 


May  4. — By  balance  brought  down,  in 

tne  treasurer's  hands,    -        -        •  $126  61 
E.  E.  John  Hooff,  Treaaurer. 

The  Funde  of  the  Company  are  a*  follow  :— 

United  States  three  per  centa.,        -  $2,087  78 

87  shares  of  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria stock,  at  jpar,  ...    4,350  00 

5  shares  of  Bank  of  Alexandria  stock, 

at  par,      -        -        -        -        -     1,000  00 

1  share  of  Bank  of  Virginia  stock,  at 
par, 100  00 

Robert  Andrews's  estate,  balance  of 
note,  with  interest,  from  30th  April, 
1829,  till  oaid,  ....       899  28 

Caah  ui  hand,       ....       126  61 


$8,012  68 


On  motion,  ReaolTed»  That  the  said  report 
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April,  and  i*  becotniog  Tery  intereating.  There 
la  alao  a  Feoule  Tract  Soaety,  auiiliaiy  to  th 
American  Tract  Society,  in  a  proaperoua  condi 
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LariM  8.  JOTma,  DeTegale 
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presence  of  The  Lord.    The  fjllcn  were  raisert 
the  weak-hearted  were  heipcii  and  comfotlcd- 

The  Lonf  has  sdded  a  few  (o  the  churcl; 

given  additional  weight  and  inniiFttce  to  the  bod    L 
of  communicann.  thirty-two  in  number,  in  whoi 

the  rector  has  abundant  cauaa  of  rejoicing  an 

The  Sunday  School  is  flourishing ;  it  haa  nin 
teacheia  and  about  a  hundred  scholara. 

The  two  congregaliona  in  Brooke  county,  ao 
long  and  faithfully  served  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morae  I 
of  Sleubenville.  Ohio,  atill  continue  to  proape   ' 
under  his  care.    The  number  ortommumcanU 
both  i>,  I  believe,  about  fifty. 

J.  Thomib  Wheit,  Rector. 

Auguala  parish,  Slaunioo.  The  affaira  of  ih 
panah  wear,  in  moat  reapecla,  ■  far  brighter  nsp« 
than  at  any  former  period  of  [he  labonra  of  th 
present  minieter.  One  new  church  in  SHimio 
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J.  WiBSTON,  Lay  Delegate. 
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St  James's  Charch,  Leesburg.  For  the  last 
six  months  there  have  been  reeuLar  services  in  the 
cbarch  and  in  the  pari^,  ana  it  is  believed  not 
without  a  divine  blessing.  During  this  tune  there 
have  been  three  deaths,  fonr  baptisms,  snd  one 
marriage.  The  number  of  communicants  is  fort^- 
nine.  The  number  of  Sunday  School  scholars  is 
one  hundred  and  forty,  and  the  number  of  teachers 
twenty-four.  The  vestry  are  now  taking  measures 
to  enlarge  the  church. 

The  church  in  Leesburg  is  closed  one  Sunday 
in  a  month,  the  rector  officiating  on  that  day  alter- 
nately at  Aldie  and  Middieburg.  Of  the  state  of 
religion  in  this  parish,  nothing  more  at  present 
can  be  sdd  than  that  there  is  a  gmeral  interest  in 
the  means  of  grace,  and,  it  is  believed,  a  spirit  of 
prayer  fior  an  increase  of  pure  and  undefiled  reli- 
gion. 

The  Education  Society  and  missiomiy-  opera- 
tions are  not  forgotten.  B.  G.  Cotlir. 

Lezinston  parish,  Amherst  countv,  and  Nelson 
parish.  Nelson  county.  Through  the  providence 
of  God,  the  minister  has  been  enabled  to  perform, 
in  some  imperfect  measure,  the  duties  of  his  exten- 
sive charge,  having  neglected  only  a  few  stated 
mppotntments  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  rigour 
of  the  winter. 

While  sorrowing  that  the  number  of  new  com- 
municants does  not  exceed  eleven,  the  minister  is 
somewhat  cheered  by  the  belief  that  a  deep  feeling 
of  seriousness  is  beginning  to  pervade  rome  of  his 
congregatiorra,  and  that  there  are  at  this  time  fif- 
teen or  twenty  who,  being  awakened  from  the 
sleep  <k  death,  are  using  the  appointed  means  to 
secure  the  salvation  of  their  souls. 

Sabbath  Schools  live,  of  which  two  are  not 
wholly  under  the  care  of  our  church.  The  chil- 
dren nave  been  occasionally  catechised  at  church. 
Baptisms  forty,  of  which  twelve  or  fifteen  were  of 
coloured  chiUiren— marriages  six — funerals  eigh- 
teen— the  whole  number  of  communicants  seven- 
ty-four. Chas.  H.  Pagi:. 

Parish  of  St.  James,  Northam,  Goochland .  The 
minister  of  Uiis  parish  reports,  that  since  the  lust 
Convention  there  has  been  one  addition  to  the 
communion;  present  number  of  coniniuiitcants 
twenty-six— two  have  been  confirmed.  The  Sun- 
day School,  the  Prayer-Book  and  Tract  St^iety, 
reported  at  the  last  Convention,  still  continue  in 
operation,  and  the  latter  has  distributed  gratui- 
tously, during  the  year,  sixty  two  prayer-books. 
Marriages  two — funerals  three— baptisms  four. 

Jambs  Douohkn. 

Christ  Church,  Norfolk,  Elizabeth  River  parish, 
fitince  the  last  report  to  the  Convention  of  the  state 
of  this  parish,  toere  have  been  thirty-three  bap- 
tisms (in  four  cases  of  adults),  twelve  marriaj^es, 
and  thirty-one  funerals.  There  have  been  added 
to  the  communion  within  the  past  year  twenty- 
eight  persons,  making  the  present  number  of  com- 
moniamts  about  two  hundred  and  thirty.  The 
harmony  of  the  congregation  continues  undisturb- 
ed, and  Its  temporal  prosoerity  undiminished ;  and 
an  humble  hope  is  cherished  that  in  the  more  than 
unusual  seriousness  of  some,  and  the  increased 
devotion  of  many  of  the  pious  among  them,  there 
is  the  pleasing  prospect  of  a  good  work  of  grace. 
Hbnsy  W.  Ducachkt,  Rector. 

Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg.  The  rector  re- 
ports, since  the  last  Convention,  three  baptisms, 
three  marriages,  and  nine  funerals,  five  of  which 
were  subjects  not  belonging  to  the  parish.  Of  the 
communicants,  two  have  died  and  four  have  re- 
moved—nine have  been  added ;  the  present  num- 
ber is  sixty,  three  of  them  being  coloured  persons 
— coofirmations  thirteen.  In  compliance  with  the 
fcnieth  canon  of  the  Gcoflnl  Coovontion  it  it  toT' 


ther  stated,  that  the  number  of  adults  wtthin  his 
care  and  attached  to  the  church  amounts  to  one 
hundred  and  six :  they  were,  in  the  report  of  1828, 
erroneously  estimated  at  one  hundred  and  forty, 
having  then  not  had  time,  during  the  short  perkid 
of  five  months,  to  ascertain  accurately  the  names 
of  those  who  might  be  regarded  as  Episcopalians. 

A.  Empib. 

Antrim  parish,  Halifax  county.    The  increase 

of  the  church  in  this  parish  is  slow.    Since  the 

last  Convention  four  only  have  been  added  to  the 

communion.    An  equal  number  are,  however,  pre- 

Kared  to  receive  it.  In  addition  to  other  places,  I 
Bve  preached  once  a  month,  during  the  past  year. 
at  the  county  poorhouse,  with  some  prospect  of 
usefulness.  A  missionary  sssociation  has  recently 
been  formed,  auxiliary  to  the  Domestic  and  For- 
eign Missionary  Society.  Communicants  twenty 
—-baptisms  seven — marriages  four — funerals  four. 

Cuaxles  Dbxssxx. 
Pittsylvania  county,  where  there  is  yet  no  or- 
ganized parish,  has  been  occssionally  visited  by 
Mr.  Osgood  and  myself  durinff  the  past  year,  and 
still  continues  an  inviting  field  of  labour.  The 
services  of  a  resident  clergyman  would  be  very 
acceptable  to  the  people.  In  expectation  of  ob- 
taining one,  measures  oave  recently  been  taken  to 
build  a  church,  and  the  work  is  now  in  progress. 
Communicants  ten,  of  whom  three  have  been 
added  since  the  last  Convention— baptisms,  three 
adults  and  nine  children.  Chas.  Dbbsseb. 

St.  Andrew*s  parish,  Brunswick  county,  and 
Rath  parish,  Dinwiddie  county.  No  material 
change  is  perceptible  in  the  condition  of  these  par- 
ishes since  the  last  Convention.  The  congrega- 
tions are  gradually  assuming  a  more  decided 
character,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  prejudices 
again:ft  our  church  are  silently  giving  way.  The 
addition  to  our  communion  has  not  equalled  that 
of  the  preceding  year,  and  the  rector  has  had  cause 
to  mui:rn  over  the  comparative  coldness  which  has 
cxistei.l  in  his  flock ;  while  an  increasing  attention 
to  the  tomporal  concerns  of  the  church,  the  active 
zoal  in  behalf  of  oiir  Education  Society  which  has 
been  manifested  by  a  few  pious  females  in  St.  An- 
drew's parish,  ami  8ome  late  indications  of  greater 
8{jiriiui)iity  m  our  devotional  services,  encourage 
him  to  ho|)e  that  a  bnghter  day  will  ere  long  dawn 
upon  us.  Nine  members  have  been  added  to  our 
cominuuion,  one  has  departed  in  peace  to  join  the 
communion  of  &iints  in  the  church  triumphant, 
and  one  has  removed ;  the  whole  number  of^  com- 
municants is  forty-two.  There  have  been  twelve 
baptisms,  ten  of  white  and  two  of  coloured  chil* 
dren,  seven  funerals,  and  one  marriage. 

JoH.v  Grammer,  Jr. 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Suffolk.  The  membera  of 
this  church  are  attentive  to  all  the  ordinances  of 
religion,  and  evince  that  they  have  not  forsaken 
that  God  who  made  them,  nor  **  slightly  regarded 
the  rock  of  their  salvation."  Three  communi- 
cants have  removed  during  the  last  year :  the  pres- 
ent number  is  ei^^hteen — baptisms  seven — funer- 
als twelve — inarnagos  five.  J.  Ke£LINO. 

St.  Luke's  Church,  psrish  of  Newport,  Isle  of 
Wight.  Ry  the  request  of  the  vestry  of  this 
church,  I  have  ofBciaied  twice  during  the  present 
year  to  large  and  attentive  congregations,  and 
shall  endeavour  to  continue  my  servicM  once 
every  month,  until  they  shall  have  procured  a 
miiuster.  Their  church,  which  is  the  oldest  in 
Virginia,  has  been  thoroughly  repaired ;  and,  by 
the  exertions  of  a  few  individuals,  a  sum  of  mo< 
ney  has  been  raised  to  build  a  church  in  the  town 
of  Smithfield,  and  I  feel  confident  that  this  pioua 
undertaking  will  be  accompUshed  during  the  pres- 
ent yw.  JJ  Kbbunq. 
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St.  Pasil's  parish.  King  George  coontf.  The  rec- 
tor reports,  that  his  labours  commenceci  in  this  par* 
ish  since  the  last  Convention.  The  church  build- 
ing, which  was  then  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  has 
recently  been  repaired,  and  was  consecrated  to  the 
worship  of  Ahnighty  God  bjr  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
Moore,  on  the  15ih  of  May.  Confirmation  was 
held  at  that  time,  and  twenty-two  persons  were 
admitted  to  that  apostolic  rite ;  three  were  added 
to  the  communion,  and  several  more  are  deeply 
concerned  about  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  1  he 
meeting  continued  three  days,  and  was  numer- 
ously attended.  On  the  last  day  a  deep  serious- 
ness pervaded  the  congregation,  and  we  trust  that 
we  shall  be  enabled  to  say  that  this  was  but  the 
dav  of  small  things.  One  marriage — funerals  three 
---baptisms  ten— communicants  twenty-eight. 

Zachariah  H.  Goldsmith. 

The  rector  reports,  that  althouc^h  he  is  located 
in  St.  Paul's  parish,  one  half  of  his  time  hss  been 
devoted  to  Brunswick  parish.  The  congregaticn 
io  this  part  of  our  Zion  is  ^neraliy  small,  but  at- 
tentive. One  person  dunng  the  past  year  has 
been  added  to  the  cpmmunion  by  change  of  resi- 
dence. One  funeral— baptisms  sixteen— commu- 
nicants ten.  Z.  H.  Goldsmith. 

Parish  of  Frederick.  The  rector  of  this  parish 
desires  to  be  thankful  to  the  Giver  of  all  grace, 
that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  cause  of 
religion  is  gradually  advancing  in  this  part  of  the 
Lore's  vineyard.  The  attendance  upon  public 
worship  is,  for  the  most  part,  punctual,  and  the 
behaviour  of  those  attendmg  devout.  The  inter- 
est in  religious  and  benevolent  institutions  of  our 
own  church  and  of  the  whole  Christian  world  is 
■till  considerable,  and,  in  some  instances,  warm 
and  active.  While  there  are  too  many  still  indif- 
ferent to  the  concerns  of  religion,  it  is  matter  of 
encouragement  to  the  rector,  that  during  the  past 
year  the  hearts  of  some  seem  to  have  been  gra- 
ciously drawn  to  (he  love  and  service  of  God,  by 
the  constraining  influence  oi  his  Holy  Spirit  oper- 
ating through  bis  word  and  ordinances.  During 
the  year  thirteen  have  been  added  to  the  com- 
munion, thirty-seven  have  been  baptized,  of  whom 
three  were  adults,  and  eight  were  coloured  chil- 
dren. The  new  church  at  Battletoi;\'n  is  nearly 
completed,  and  will  be  ready  for  consecration  in 
the  sununer.  The  rector  is  happy  to  state  that 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Rice  has  been  elected  as  his  assist- 
ant in  the  parish  of  Frederick,  and  has  entered 
upon  his  duties  with  the  pleasing  prospect  of  being 
acceptable  and  useful.  This  measure  became  in- 
dispensable, in  consequence  of  the  withdrawal  of 
the  services  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jones  from  one  of 
the  congregations,  and  the  frequent  absence  of  the 
rector  on  episcopal  duty. 

The  number  of  communicants  is  about  eighty. 

WiM.iAM  Mkade. 

Hamilton  and  Leeds  parishes,  Fauquier.  The 
rector  reports  that  the  congregations  have  been 
generally  large  and  attentive,  and  he  entertains  a 
cheering  hope  that  within  the  last  three  months 
an  increasea  interest  in  divine  and  eternal  things 
has  been  felt ;  this  has  been  manifested  by  a  ^at- 
er  zeal  in  labouring  for  the  promotion  of  religion, 
by  the  addition  of  several  new  members  to  the 
number  of  our  communicants,  and  an  apparently 
more  devout  attendance  on  the  public  means  of 
^ce.  As  already  intimated,  there  has  been  an 
mcrease  of  the  number  of  our  communicants,  but 
removal  and  death  have  also  caused  a  decrease. 
In  Hamilton  parish,  communicants  thirty-six  ;  in 
Leeds,  seventeen  ;  baptisms  seventeen — funerals 
five— marriages  eighteen— Sunday  Schools  two. 
^     ,  .         _  Geo.  LiMO.v,  Rector. 

BL  Joho'f  Charch,  Hampton.     No  jsAtanal 


change  has  occnrred  since  the  last  report  Th0 
attendance  of  the  congregation  upon  tbe  stated 
services  of  the  chureh  continues  to  be  regular  and 
devout.  The  condition  of  the  congregation  at  Old 
Point  is  more  encouraging  than  for  two  years  past 
Public  worship  is  usually  well  attended.  The 
weekly  lectures  at  the  Militanr  Schoolhouse  ex- 
cite considerable  interest,  and  have  ihua  far  secu- 
red the  attendance  of  a  numerous  auditory.  A 
Sunday  School,  numbering  forty  schoUn  and 
four  teachers,  m  connexion  with  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Sunday  School  Union,  under  the  d.rec- 
tion  of  Its  indefatigable  superintendent,  affords  the 
prospect  of  much  good. 

Marriages  five--baptisms  fifty  ^twenty  colour- 
ed)— communicants  twenty-two— burials  nine. 

Mask  L.  Chbvkxs,  Rector. 

Monumental  Church.  Richmond.  The  rector 
reports,  since  the  last  Convention,  he  has  baptised 
about  thirty,  two  of  whom  were  adults.  The 
communion  has  been  administered  as  often  ae  the 
occssional  absence  of  the  rector  on  diocesan  da- 
ties  would  allow.  The  rector  takea  pleasure  in 
repeating,  that  on  most  of  these  occaaions  we 
have  had  a  few  additiona.  Whole  number  of  com- 
municants one  hundred  and  sixty.  The  Sunday 
School  numl>ers  about  one  hundred  and  eightr. 
The  Bible  classes  are  flourishing.  The  Female 
Missionary  Society  belonging  to  this  chureh  have 
in  their  treasury  about  ^GOO ;  it  is  not  probable 
that  they  will  be  long  without  the  services  of  a 
missionary.  The  Education  Society  receives 
yearly  firom  this  congregation  very  considerable 
assistance.  RicHian  C.  Moosk,  Rector. 

St.  John's  Church,  Henrico  parish.  The  rector 
has  to  report  five  baptisms,  four  marriageSf  twelve 
funerals,  five  accessions  to  the  commamon,  and 
four  removals  from  it  by  the  hand  of  death. 
I'hrough  sickness  and  other  causes,  he  has  been 
absent  from  his  charge  twenty-one  Sundays  da- 
ring the  past  year.  He  is  happy  to  state,  the  par- 
ish church  has  been  completely  and  hondsomeiy 
repaired.  Edward  W.  Pert. 

Christ  Church,  city  of  Richmond.  This  church 
was,  at  the  last  Convention,  first  admitted  to  rep- 
resentation in  this  body.  Since  that  time,  the 
blessing  of  Divine  Providence  has  rested  npon  it 
to  a  degree  which  has  much  exceeded  expecta- 
tion. Wc  now  possess  a  neat  and  convenient  edi- 
fice for  the  pubhc  worship  of  God,  which  has  been 
duly  consecrated  by  the  bishop  of  the  diocess. 
Though  in  its  infancy,  this  church  has  been  en- 
abled to  contribute  somewhat  towards  the  spread 
of  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  and  the  promotion  of 
the  Redeemer's  kingdom  abroad.  Tne  congren- 
tion  has  perhaps  more  than  doubled  during  ue 
past  year.  Until  within  a  few  months,  the  im- 
provement in  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  chnrch 
nas  not  been  such  as  to  afford  very  great  encour- 
agement, but  recently  there  has  been  cause  for 
joy  in  accessions  to  the  communicm  :  sixteen  per^ 
sons  have  been  confirmed  since  that  time,  a  much 
greater  attention  to  serious  things  hss  prevailed 
than  before,  and,  at  this  moment,  we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  moving  upon  the 
hearts  of  a  number,  who,  by  their  diligent  and  anx- 
ious attention  to  the  means  of  grece,  show  that 
thev  are  not  "  far  from  the  kingdom  of  God." 

There  are  connected  with  this  church  a  Bible 
class,  Sunday  School,  an  association  formed  for 
the  purpo)*e  of  aiding  the  Education  Society  and 
the  Sunday  School,  and  a  Missionary  Society. 
I'hese  institutions  all  promise  to  be  useful  Mar- 
riages four— baptisms  eleven  (one  adult) — funerals 
twenty— additions  to  the  communion  thirteen — 
whole  number  of  communicants  forty-three. 

WiLLXAM  F.  Lib,  Reelci; 
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Chriat  ClniTCh,  Alenndrii.  The  rector  would 
■late  ihet  he  took  charge  of  this  church  in  the 
month  of  December  last,  and  does  not  feel  justi- 
fied in  speaking  confidently  of  the  state  of  the  con- 
gregation, but  would  say  that  all  things  seem  to 
encourage  his  hopes  and  animate  his  exertions. 
Six  persons  have  been  received  to  the  communion, 
three  from  other  churches  an<i  three  from  among 
themselTes  —  present  number  of  communicants 
^|ghty-seven--4)apiisms  three — one  funeral. 

The  Sunday  School  is  in  a  venr  flourishing 
state — the  number  of  scholars  attendini^  amounts 
to  about  one  hundred  and  thirty ;  two  Bible  class- 
es have  been  formed  among  the  adults,  and  two 
among  the  more  youthful  members  of  the  church. 
A  claH  of  catechumens  has  also  been  formed. 

Chablks  Mann,  Rector. 

St.  Mark*s  parish,  Culpepper  county.  Since 
tihe  last  ccxnmunication  made  to  the  Convention, 
•everal  of  the  communicants  having  died  (four 
within  the  last  eight  months),  some  having  re- 
moved, and  a  few  being  added,  make  the  present 
number  only  thirty-six.  Since  the  last  Conven- 
tioD  there  faiave  been  fourteen  baptisms,  fourteen 
funerals,  and  two  marriages. 

John  Woodyille. 

St.  Margaret*s  parish,  Caroline  county.  The 
laj  delegates  report,  that,  owing  to  the  sickness 
and  absence  of  tiieir  rector,  they  have  been  with- 
out the  regular  services  of  the  church  for  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  past  vear.  They  are  looking 
with  deep  solicitude  ana  anxiety  for  his  return, 
which  is  expected  as  soon  as  his  health  permits. 

Wm.  G.  Minur. 
Thomas  L.  Lomax. 

Cumberland  pahsh,  Lunenburg  county.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  death  of  the  late  venerable  rector 
of  this  parish,  the  Rev.  John  Philips,  it  is  at  present 
vacant.  The  vestry  are  extremely  anxious  to  have 
his  place  aupplied ;  and,  to  that  end,  are  willing  to 
pledge  themselves  to  raise  an  adequate  sum  for 
his  support.  A  neat  and  comfortable  church  has 
recent! jr  been  erected  in  one  part  of  the  parish, 
which  IS  now  ready  for  consecration,  and  measures 
have  been  taken  to  build  another,  which  will 
probably  be  completed  tlie  present  vear.  The* 
number  of  communicants  is  only  ten  ;  but  others, 
it  is  thought,  would  soon  join  if  an  opportunity 
were  afforded. 

RooBE  B.  Atkinson,  Delegate. 

Abingdon  and  Ware  parishes,  Gloucestor  coun- 
ty. The  state  of  these  parishes,  the  rector  reports, 
is  prosperous.  God,  in  his  infinite  mercvi  has  in 
some  measure  blessed  our  Zion;  and  there  are 
yet,  we  indulge  the  hope,  evidences  of  his  presence 
among  us. 

During  the  past  year  the  Education  Society  has 
raised  $130,  to  constitute  the  rector  a  life  member 
of  the  parent  institution. 

Baptisms  ei^teen,  including  one  adult — four 
funerals,  two  m  which  were  of  coloured  persons- 
one  marriage— communicants,  eight  aoded,  two 
removed— total  2i.  John  Cole. 

Trinity  Church,  Portsmouth  parish.  The  rec- 
tor reports  that  the  state  of  his  congregation,  as 
regaros  spiritual  things,  is  about  the  same  as 
stated  by  nim  at  the  last  Convention.  The  con- 
gregation, be  thinks,  is  on  the  incrense  as  to  mem- 
bers generally,  and  the  people  are  evidently  more 
refuUr  in  their  attendance  on  public  worship, 
SM  manifest  a  more  lively  interest  in  the  services 
of  the  sanctuary.  The  Sunday  School  has  lately 
been  revived,  and  promises  to  be  more  useful  than 
it  has  ever  been. 

FamiUee  about  fifty— commonicanto,  one  re- 
moved, pteeent  number  thirty-two— znarhages 


three— baptisms  (ofwhich  one  was  an  adult)  nine 
— burials  thirteen.  J.  H.  Winopibld. 

St.  James's  parish,  Mecklenburg.  The  unset- 
tled slate  of  the  people,  anxious  for  removal  to 
some  othi  r  region,  forbids  the  hope  of  any  increase 
in  the'^nsh.  The  original  number  of  communi- 
cants nas  been  lessen^  by  death.  There  have 
been  seven  removals  and  deaths  since  the  present 
rector  has  been  in  the  parish.  Msrriages  two- 
baptisms  fourteen — funerals  six — communicante 
thirty- five.  Wai.  Strel,  Rector. 

St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa.  The 
lector  reports,  that  since  the  last  Convention 
there  have  been  some  interesting  additions  to  the 
church.  He  regrets  to  see  in  some  too  much 
coldness  and  indift'erence,  but  he  is  pleased  to 
state,  that  be  has  re&sons  to  believe  many  of  those 
who  profess  to  be  the  children  of  God  are  growing 
in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  Christ.  The 
new  church  conteinplate<l  in  our  last  report  will 
sixm  be  completed  and  ready  for  consecration. 
The  various  benevolent  institutions  among  us  still 
continue  to  flourish.  Besides  the  means  of  grace 
usually  enioycd,  we  have  had  m  successful  opera* 
tion  monthly  meetings,  for  the  suecial  purpose  of 
prayer,  fn>m  which,  it  is  believcu,  much  good  has 
resulted.  In  addition  to  the  congregations  here- 
tofore attended,  1  have  been  labounng  for  some 
time  past  in  the  county  of  Louisa,  where  I  have 
had  lar^e  and  attentive  congregations.  Communi- 
cants sixty-nine,  two  have  diH  and  six  have  been 
added — baptisms  twelve — marriages  eight — funer- 
als fourteen.  John  Cookb. 

Tillotson  parish,  Buckingham.  Very  little 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  the 
congre^tion  in  this  parish  since  the  last  report. 
There  is  now  in  progress  a  church  edifice,  wnich 
will  be  completed  and  ready  for  consecration  this 
fall.     Funerals  three — communicants  twenty-six. 

Moore  parish,  Campbell.  The  two  congrega- 
tions in  this  parish  exhibit  nearly  the  same  aspect 
as  when  last  reported.  Funerals  two — marriages 
two — communicants  fixteen.       N.  G.  Osgood. 

St.  Paul's  parish,  Alexandria.  As  regards  the 
spiritual  concerns  ot  this  congregation,  we  have 
nothing  material  to  detail,  though  our  number  of 
hearers  has  con-^iderably  increased,  and  we  think 
that  recent  inrlications  justify  the  hope  that  the 
great  Head  of  the  church  is  about  to  visit  us  in 
mercy.  Our  temporal  aflaira  are  in  a  much  more 
prosperous  condition  than  they  have  heretofore 
been,  'i'hrough  the  laudable  exertions  of  a  female 
association,  our  last  debt,  amounting  to  about 
SI, 3(10,  has  been  liquidated,  by  w^kly  or  monthly 
subscriptions,  in  less  time  than  eighteen  months. 
Our  schools  and  various  societies  are  well  and 
ze^ilously  supported.  Since  the  last  Convention 
there  have  been  twelve  marriages — baptisms  thirtr- 
four,  of  which  number  one  was  an  adult — ftmenls 
nineteen — six  have  been  added  to  the  communion 
— present  number  one  hundred  and  sixty.  The 
Sunday  Schools  contftin  upwards  of  three  hundred 
scholara.  Wm.  Jackson,  Rector. 

Russell  parish,  Bedford  county.  The  rector 
reports  thai  the  general  aspect  ot  things  in  this 
parish  may  bo  considered  as  favourable.  An  in- 
<*reasing  interest  is  manifested  in  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel ;  the  membere  of  the  communion  are 
beginning  to  exhibit  more  zeal  and  devotion,  and 
the  spirit  of  grace  is  evidently  exciting  in  manj 
minds  an  anxious  inquiry  about  the  ssTvation  of 
the  soul.  The  indications  of  a  blessing  from  Ood 
are  such  as  to  inspire  with  hope,  and  stimulate  to 
exertion ;  and  at  no  period  of  his  ministry  has  the 
rector  been  more  encouraged  to  preach  Jesus 
Christ  and  him  crucified.  Besides  one  Tonng 
man  now  qualified  to  be  presented  as  a  candidate 
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lor  the  ministiT,  there  are  on^  or  two  others  who 
it  is  hoped  will  in  time  bo  prepared  lor  the  same 
(^iect.  Baptisms,  of  mfants  sixteen,  of  adults  five 
•— ounals  two — marriages  nine— cornniunicants,  re- 
moved six,  added  ten,  total  seveniy-tour.  Besides 
officiating  ni  Uusseij  parish,  Bedlurd  county,  the 
rector  lias,  since  Christmas,  devuted  one  fourth  of 
his  time  to  the  adjacent  county  of  Botetourt ;  in 
this  county  we  have  a  few  very  pious  and  zealous 
members,  and  some  warmly  attached  friends. 
Communicants,  added  four — total  fourteen. 

Bristol  parish,  Petersburg,  'i'he  condition  of 
this  parish  is  not  materially  chan^^ed  since  last 
report.  The  public  sor\'iccs  of  tiie  church  are 
well  attended,  and  it  is  hoped,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  much  good  will  finally  result  to  the  members. 
Eight  hnve  been  added  to  the  communion,  two 
have  died,  and  two  have  removed ;  total  number 
of  communicants  l)etween  sixty  and  seventy,  'i'he 
Female  As^Kxiiation  for  Weekly  Prayer  is  regular- 
ly attended  ;  the  Female  hluucalion  Society  is 
•till  very  assiduous  in  promoting  the  interei>ts  for 
which  it  was  instituted.  Baptisms  twenty-five — 
marriages  eight — funerals  twenty-one. 

Andrkw  Symb. 

St.  George's  parish,  Fredericksburg.  The  rec- 
tor of  this  church  is  still  permitted,  through  God's 
abounding  mercy,  to  report  the  favourable  state 
of  the  congregation  committed  to  his  pastoral  care. 
The  divine  blessing  has  been  vouchsafed  us 
during  the  past  year  to  an  encouraging  extent. 
We  have  rarely  cnioyed  more  manifest  proof  of 
the  faithfulness  of  Him  who  has  said,  '*  My  word 
■hall  not  return  unto  me  void,  but  shall  prosper  in 
the  thing  whereto  I  sent  it."  So  ethcacious  has 
hi3  word  been,  that  fifteen  or  twenty  members 
have  lieen  added  to  the  communion,  bruiging  with 
them  a  large  accession  of  religious  and  moral  in- 
fluence, auspicious  in  a  high  degree  to  the  prog- 
ress of  divine  truth  among  us.  There  is  a  lauda- 
ble attention  paid  to  the  important  <luties  of  family 
and  public  worshi)).  I'lio  increasing  number  of 
those  who,  around  the  familv  altar,  oner  the  sacri- 
fice of  prayer  and  praise  with  '•  morning  light  an.l 
evening  shade,"  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction, 
as  it  IS  of  great  advantage  to  the  cause  of  truth 
and  goilliness  among  us.  So  much  h.is  the  num- 
ber increased  of  those  who  go  up  to  the  house  of 
God,  that  the  vestry  have  the  enlargement  (f  the 
church  edifice  now  under  consideration.  There 
is  also  the  same  zeal  and  devotion  evinced  in  be- 
half of  our  several  religious  and  benevolrnt  msti- 
tutions.  Our  Sunday  Schools  (three  in  number) 
contain  about  two  hundred  and  tilty  strholars,  dili- 
gently instructed  by  more  than  filfy  teachers  ;  one 
of  these  is  an  infant  school,  containing  children 
between  the  ages  of  three  and  seven  years,  and 
considered  by  us  as  our  most  interesting  ciiarge. 
Oar  Bible  classes  are  still  continued,  with  every  fa- 
vourable prospect  of  extensive  and  lasting  useful- 
ness. The  Prayer- Book  an<l  Tract  Societv  is  do- 
ing much  good.  I'he  Female  Missionary  Society 
18  well  sustained,  and  anxious  to  be  more  actively 
engaged  than  their  recent  want  of  missionaries 
would  admit.  The  claims  of  the  General  Mis- 
sionary Society  have  also  been  duly  regaided  by 
OS,  the  contributions  to  its  funds  havmg  in  the 
last  two  years  exceeded  the  sum  of  $800.  Bap- 
tisms twenty-seven  (five  adults >--marriages  six- 
funerals  eighteen — communicants  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five.  Edward  U.  M'Guire. 

St  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg.  Amid  many 
causes  for  humiliation,  the  geneial  as{)ect  of  this 
parish  is  encouraging.  The  church  edifice  has 
just  been  completed  in  a  neat  and  chaste  style. 
The  Sunday  School  has  been  furnished  with  a 
waluMbw  Ubnry,  mod  is  conducted  with  untirhig 


zeal.  The  weekly  prayer -meeting  maintained  bj 
the  female  communicants  has  been  instrumenta 
in  diffusing  spirituality  of  mind,  and  uniting  theii 
efforts  for  the  religious  charities  of  the  church 
An  increased  sense  of  the  responsibility  for  the 
right  use  of  inducnce  as  a  talent  has  been  shown 
by  several  laymen,  and  their  efforts  in  diffusing 
ngiit  principles  in  religion  have  been  blessed. 
The  circulation  also  of  the  works  issued  by  the 
New- York  Protestant  Episcopal  press  has  con- 
tributed  to  advance  the  cause  of  evangelical  truth 
and  apostolic  order.  Baptisms; -of  adults  four,  of 
infants  ten— marriages  three — funerals  six — com- 
municants,  added  sixteen,  present  number  tilly- 
two.  F.  G.  Smith,  RectOT. 

St.  Anne's  and  South  Famham  pari^es,  Essex 
county.  The  pastor  reports  that  he  returned  to 
his  present  charge  in  November  last;  since  that 
time  the  congregations  have  been  improving,  and 
six  have  been  added  to  the  communion.  The  pres- 
ent number  of  communicants  is  forty-seven.  One 
Sunday  School,  which  has  been  in  existence 
about  twelve  years,  is  still  in  successful  operation. 
Another  has  just  commenced  under  circumstances 
not  very  encouraging.  Three  Bible  classes  have 
been  formed,  one  male  and  two  female,  embracing 
about  forty  individuals.  It  is  proper  here  to  re- 
cord, that  the  parishioners,  though  few  in  number, 
have  purchased  nearly  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
for  a  glebe,  and  commenced  erecting  thereon  a 
parsonage- house,  which  it  is  ezpet'tedwill  be  fin- 
ished with  all  convenient  speed.  When  the  whole 
is  completed,  it  will  have  cost  upwards  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  and  afford  a  very  agreeable 
abode  for  their  present  or  future  pastor. 

John  P.  M*Gcixk. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Edward  C.  ?4'Guire,  from  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Theolo^cal  School,  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  whicli  was  read  i-^ 

In  discharge  of  the  duty  asaiciied  them  by  the 
con>titulion,  the  trustees  of  the  Theological  School 
beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  Convention  the  following 

JINNUAL  REPORT. 

The  l>oard  take  great  pleasure  in  announcing  the 
unusual  prosperity  which,  through  the  past  year, 
has  fiiarkefl  the  progress  of  the  institution  intrust- 
ed to  their  cnre.  At  no  former  period  have  the 
proofs  of  .'iivine  favour  been  more  largely  vouch- 
safed, nor  have  the  instances  of  a  growing  inter- 
est in  her  welfare,  on  the  part  of  friends,  ever 
been  more  gratifying.  In  every  view  of  present 
circunii^tances  and  future  prospects,  we  have 
every  reason  to  thank  God  and  take  courage. 

'I'he  number  of  young  men  who  have  bwn  pur- 
suing their  studies  during  the  piesent  session  is 
reported  by  the  professors  as  amounting  to  twenty 
three.  Of  these,  three  have  left  the  seminary  on 
account  of  ill  health.  The  number  at  this  time  is 
ninet-^en,  one  of  whom  will  sustain  his  ezamina- 
tio<.  for  deacons*  orders  during  the  sitting  of  the 
pr*  ^nt  Convention.  We  are  nappy  also  to  state, 
that  eight  others  are  expected  to  apply  for  orders 
at  tl.p  close  of  the  session  in  July. 

In  regard  to  the  spirit  and  conduct  of  those  who 
are  sharing  the  benefits  of  our  school,  we  can  say, 
tliat  their  religious  and  moral  deportment  has 
been  such  as  to  give  assurance  of  sincere  piety 
and  entire  devotion  to  the  high  objects  of  that 
holy  office  to  which  they  aspire ;  and  that  their 
industry  and  general  pronciency  have  been  such 
as  to  secure  for  them  the  approbation  of  their  in- 
structera. 

The  branches  of  sacred  learning  systematically 
pursued  by  the  students  as  their  regular  and  es- 
tablished coarse  need  not  be  beie  detailed,  •eeiog 
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tibej  liAYs  been  to  often  and  minntely  referred  to 
in  KMrmer  reports.  Suffice  it  to  say,  ttiat  the  reg- 
ulations adopted  by  the  board  of  trustees  ou  this 
■object,  in  harmony  as  they  are  with  the  course 
prescribed  by  the  House  of  Bisb(H>s,  have  been 
stncdy  and  faithfully  complied  witn.  It  is  with 
pleasure  we  mention  also,  that  in  addition  to  the 
instructions  heretofore  so  abN  and  efficiently  af- 
Ibided  by  our  two  resident  professors,  the  professor 
of  Pastoral  Theology  has  commenced  a  course  of 
lectures  and  recitations  on  those  points  of  minis- 
terial duty  and  obligation  belonging  more  espe- 
cially to  the  important  department  filled  by  him. 

A  reference  to  the  treasurer's  account  will 
■bow  that  there  have  been  some  accessions  to  our 
fonds  during  the  period  embraced  by  this  report. 
This  sddition  has  accrued  from  old  subscriptions 
ecrilected  from  legacies,  6lc.  The  value  of  the 
■wnitMiry  property,  ss  well  as  the  convenience  and 
comfort  OS  one  of  the  professors,  have  been  en- 
hanced by  the  erection  of  a  respectable  dwelling- 
house,  situated  at  a  convenient  distance  from  the 
■aminary.  This  building  has  been  erected  by  the 
Education  Society,  aidra  in  part  by  the  munifi- 
cence of  a  few  private  individuals. 

As  the  importance  and  value  of  this  excellent 
inatitutioa  become  more  manifest,  and  assume  a 
mon  commanding  aspect,  the  board  of  trustees 
CboI  their  duties  and  responsibilities  proportionably 
incieasing.  They  will  therefore  meet  with  every 
indulgence  at  your  hands,  while  in  concluding 
their  report  they  bring  to  your  view  its  necessities 
and  claims.  So  long  ana  so  fondly  cherished  by 
yoD,  and  no  doubt  as  dear  to  you  as  ever,  eurli  a 
representation  eannot  be  made  in  vain.  I'he  in- 
crease of  students  through  the  past  year  had  at 
one  time  rendered  it  probable  that  the  erection  of 
■n  additional  building  would  be  necessary ;  nor 
«ouId  they  all  have  been  received,  but  that,  from 
peculiar  circumstances,  some  were  accomnio<laicd 
in  the  houses  of  the  professors.  If  then  there 
honid,  as  is  hoped  and  desired,  be  large  additions 
o  oar  present  number,  no  alternative  will  be  left 
«■  but  either  to  erect  another  edifice,  or  turn 
them  from  our  doors.  The  assistance  now  ren- 
dered us  by  the  Education  Society  is  known  to 
the  most  of  vou  ;  snd  it  ought  to  be  known,  that 
without  such  friendly  aid  the  seminary  could  not 
he  sustained  for  a  day  in  effective  operation;  a 
■tate  in  which  it  is  surely  not  expedient  for  us  to 
continue.  Besides  gathering  up  the  fragments  of 
old  subscriptions,  may  we  not  expect  a  reviving  in- 
tereat  on  the  part  of  our  friends  in  ret{ard  to  all 
the  means  csuculated  to  increase  our  funds  ? 
Having  of  late  received  some  gratifying  testament- 
axy  evidences  of  regard,  we  are  encouraged  to 
hope  that  others  will  follow  this  good  example. 
It  liaa  cheered  us  to  see  various  hterary  and  reli- 
cioa^  institutions,  from  time  to  time,  richly  en- 
dowed in  onr  land,  and  we  cannot  but  think  that  the 
one  under  our  charge  presents  a  strong  claim  upon 
all  those  who,  in  their  dying  hour,  wish  to  conse- 
ciate  a  portion  of  their  worldly  gain  to  the  service 
of  God  and  the  good  of  man. 

In  regard  to  the  security  of  the  permanent  funds 
DOW  in  hand,  the  board  can  apeak  with  entire  con- 
fidence. The  loans  have  been  effected  by  men  of 
boaineaa,  well  acquainted  with  the  circumstances 
of  individuals.  And  in  doing  this,  every  le^l  re- 
qoxrement  baa  been  observed,  so  that  tne  mvesS 
DMnts  are  the  best  and  aafest  which  could  be 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Thk  Tbustiks. 

On  motion,  Re^olyed,  That  the  aaid  report 
b«rae«iTtd. 


The  Rer.  Mr.  Lee,  from  the  executive  coi 
mittee  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Protei 
ant  Epiacopal  Church,  presented  the  folio wij 

REPORT. 

The  constitution, of  the  Missionary  Society  i 
Virginia  requires  of  the  executive  committi 
thereof  to  exhibit  an  annual  statement  of  tiu 
proceedinga  to  the  Cpnvention.  This  stateme 
(he  executive  committee  now  make.  They  a 
sorry  to  say  that  so  little  has  been  done ;  a  fe 
words  will  put  the  Convention  in  full  possesaic 
of  all  their  transactions. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  committee  waa  held  i 
the  inonih  of  March  last,  and  measures  were  the 
adopted,  with  the  view  of  employing  the  funds  c 
the  society.  The  Rev.  Mark  L.  Chevers  wi 
empimed  lo  ofilcmte  part  of  his  time  in  the  coui 
ties  of  York,  Warwick,  and  Kliiabeth  City,  whic 
were  conceived  to  be  important  fields  of  labou 
He  has  entered  upon  the  duties  assigned  him 
but  so  short  a  time  has  elapsed  since,  that  no  n 
port  from  him  could  be  ejcpected. 

Notwithstanding  diligent  inquiries,  and  a  uotic 
of  their  wants  and  wishes,  piu)lished  and  extei 
sively  circulated  in  several  Episcopal  papera,  th 
committee  have  not  been  able  to  engage  suitabl 
missionaries.  They  are  prepared,  for  a  time,  t 
employ  several  ministers  ;  but  their  funds,  if  nc 
replenished,  would  very  soon  be  exhsusted.  Th 
friends  of  the  church,  who  have  exerted  then 
selves  in  behalf  of  this  important  institution,  wi 
not  relax  their  cfi'orts,  but  still  sustain  it ;  for  h 
its  agency  only  is  it  probable  that  the  waste  place 
can  be  built  up.  There  are  many  interestin 
points  in  our  diocess  to  which  the  attention  of  th 
committee  has  been  directed.  We  look  to  ou 
Theological  .Seminanr  for  faitliful  ministers,  wit 
missionary  spirits,  wno,  animated  by  the  love  o 
Christ,  ne^  not  the  stmiulus  of  inferior  motive 
to  induce  them  to  labour  in  those  promising  field 
to  which  our  attention  has  been  called— who  aha 
be  willing  to  endure  self-denial,  satisfied  with  th 
supply  of  their  necessary  wants. 

I'he  nuinl>er  of  organized  Episcopal  churches  i 
this  state  is  about  one  hundred ;  the  clergy  ar 
less  than  half  that  number:  of  these,  severs 
through  age  or  infirmity,  or  other  causes,  sre  dii 
qualified  for  very  active  service.  The  cry  for  hel 
is  heard  from  many  quarters.  Applications  ar 
incessantly  made  for  assistance  ;  and  had  we  th 
means  and  ministers,  we  are  confident  that  on 
hundred  clergymen  might  find  ample  fielda  of  uac 
ful  labour  within  the  hmits  of  our  diocess. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  committee  before  men 
tioned,  the  Rev.  J.  P.  M*Guire  waa  requeated  t 
preach  in  behalf  of  this  society,  and  baa  conaente 
to  do  so  during  this  ('onvention. 

At  a  former  Convention,  the  ministers  of  th 
several  parishes  were  required,  annually,  to  appi; 
to  their  people  for  aid  to  the  funds  of  the  Missioii 
ary  Society.  In  but  few  instsnces  have  remittaii 
ces  been  ihade  to  the  treaaurer ;  a  fact  to  whiej 
the  committee  would  respectfully  direct  the  atten 
tion  of  the  Convention. 

The  tressurer's  account  (which  is  herewith  ez 
hibitetl)  shows  that  there  are  now  in  his  hand 
9618  22. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EXECUTIVK  ComCITTEI. 

On  motion,  ResoWed,  That  the  aaid  report  b< 
receiyed. 

The  proceeding  of  the  standing  committoi 
of  thia  diocess  since  the  last  ConvMition  wan 
pre^antod  and  read. 


wt 
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On  notion  of  Mr.  WDli^a,  tUmdrti,  TluL 
lb  biib^  and  lUDding  eomniltea  of  tbii  dio- 
can  ba,  lod  (bsT  iin  Yttnbj,  ntboriMd  lo  u- 
caTtiiD  wbal  dupoaitian  (honld  b«  mada  undir 
tha  will  or  Eian  Kagland,  Oeceued,  of  Ihs  fund 
lacairad  in  confomutf  with  Iha  compramiM 
karaluibre  e&cud  wilh  hia  heira ;  and  (jiat  tbcj 
ncaiia  tha  laid  fundi  Trom  Mr.  Jabn  Nelsoa 
hmI  Judge  Williun  Leigb,  *ad  inieit  tba 
in  ancb  manual  u  to  them  may  aecm  I 
and  boat  tima  to  time  pa;  OTer  the  intereat  ot 
diTidanda,  u  the  lame  inaf  be  Tec«i*ed,  to  the 
■iniWar  of  Antrim  puiih,  until  tbe  further  order 
et  tba  ConTenlion. 

Hia  Rar.  Ht.  Empie,  from  the  committee 
^MD  ibo  itala  of  tha  ckuich  in  thia  dioceai,  pra- 
Mntad  tha  IbUowing 


tba  atala  o(  tba  ehnrdi  bag 

lapecuullf  to  report,  that  in  teletanee  to 
ual  condiiion  of  the  dloca**,  they  hava 
to  cominaiucata  befood  what  i*  cootained 
eptacopal  and  parochinl  rvporti,  Thoaa 
BTUKB  at  once  the  lideljtf ,  laal.  and  auc- 
biahopa  and  elargf,  and  tba  progiau 

mongtha  lait;;  inlatnofoniwiCon- 

aiaee  IberetEvaL  of  the  church  in  thia  dio- 


,  M,  tod  tba;  ftunith  ground  lor  the  aniauting  hope, 
ttil  both  tba  form  and  power  of  godlineat  are 
nipidlj  winning  tbair  wa;  among  ooi  peof^  In 
l*«cboing,  howarar,  tha  Iwign^  oT  fonnei  re- 
pocte  on  thit  enbjact.  and  felicilalmg  ouraelvea 
nfian  the  growing  prmpeiit^  of  oui  Zion.  God  Ibr- 

■houlil  minile  itwir  wiih  the  hallowed  Minga  □[ 
ioi  at  Ihe  ipread  of  tha  Kcdeemer's  kiiigdoin. 
Remembering  thsl  the  bLeaamg  of  God  IB  com- 
menaurnte  wilh  our  leal  and  our  efforts,  while 
our  hearta  are  fillecl  with  tmimnling  love  and  gint- 
iludelolhegrest  Hesd  of  Ihe  church  for  the  good 
•■—  ■—  '  —   achieved.    ' '-  ■       ■      '  ' 


On  DMioa,  RaaolTad,  TlK  Oa  OMmMa»  ' 
doDowadjaain  oota  half  paat  4*UMkP.IC. 

TbaCoiiTaiitiaDinatatkairpi  -  ' - 

P.  M.,  and,  tha  btahop  baiaa  al 
"    '  caUeJtoibact 


itwy,  Tbo_  . 

Nelion  wu  elecl«d  treaaom,  and  Rrr.  E.  C. 
M-Gdito,  RaT.  Henrr  W.  Docaehat,  Rot. 
Nicholu  H.  Cobba,  Bcr.  William  Jackaat, 
Rot.  Leonidu  Polk,  Rar.  William  F.  Lm,  R«f. 
Edward  W.  Feat,  Mt.  John  Ndaon,  Dr.  CaMw 
Berkelar,  Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lm,  Ht.  Jabn  Qm, 
Hr,  Qeu^  M.  Carrii^UD,  and  Mr.  SmnadO. 
Nichols,  wera  appomlM  owmben  of  tha  «u»- 
tiie  committee. 

The  Coorenbon  procMdad  to  tba  iliiiHw 
\xj  bnllot,  oCa  alanding  commitlae  of  jbadnM 
in  thi*  dioceaa  foi  tba  enaning  nar.    "Wheia- 


Edward  R.  Lippit,  t 

Mr.  John  Hooff,  Mr.  Edkond  I.  Lm,  t^  Mr. 

John  Graj. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  TlwaiM  ManlMB,  Raaah- 
ad,  unaniDioaalj,  That  tha  ibnnka  of  iWa  Co*- 
Tention  are  dua  to  tba  citiaaiH  of  NocUk  bcf- 
oogfa,  for  their  kindneaa  and  ho^Mlnli^  to  a*«if 
member  of  thia  body. 

ReaolTed,  That  tha  Rev.  Mr.  Leo,  Uta  Har. 
Mr.  Pte),  and  Mr.  HiUrj  Baker,  be  appointed 
a  commilloc,  lo  meet  in  the  cily  of  Richmond 
(«  early  ai  convenient,  and  make  luch  an  la- 
aeumenl  among  the  pariahea  of  thia  dioccM  *a 
will  raiie  the  sum  of  S300  annuslly.  to  be  paid 
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AU  of  which  ia  reapectfully  submitted. 


The  Convenlion  proceeded  to  the  electiooi 
by  ballot,  of  eight  delegaiaa.  to  represent  this 
dioceaa  ir.  the  neit  General  ConvenliCHi  of  lb* 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Ihe  United 
States ;  whereupon  the  following  gentleoaa 
were  duly  elected.  Til. :— Rev.  Heuel  Kei^ 
Rev.  Henry  W.  Ducachet,  Rer.  John  Gram- 
mer.  Rev.  Nicbotas  H.  C<j)ba,  Mr.  Jamea  U. 
Gnrnett,  Mi.  John  G.  Williami,  Mr.  Tbomai 
Marahall,  and  Mr.  John  Nelson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  L.  Dabney,  Reaolvtd, 
Thnt.  agtcrably  to  the  proiisions  of  Ibe  I3lh 
article  o(  the  constitution,  notice  be  traiiamillad 
to  the  setera!  leslries  of  the  parishes  in  thii 
dioceaa,  that  it  ia  proposed  al  ihe  neit  ConTan- 
tion  to  amend  the  first  article  of  the  coastito* 
lion,  by  ilrdiing  out  the  word  "  Thnnday,' 


InnradaT,"  ud 
ord  "  Wednaa- 

arlicle  shall  read  thna  :  "  Then 


pal  Church  iu  this  stale  on  the  third  Wednaa- 
ilay  in  May  in  every  year  ;  but  Ibe  CanicDtMB 
which  meets  in  the  jsai  pnTiona  to  tbe  maei- 
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mg  of  the  Oenenl  ConTention  may  have  power 
to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  for  the 
next  annual  aeaaion.** 

On  motion  of  the  Rey.  E.  C.  M*Guire,  Re- 
■olTed,  That  twelve  hundred  copies  of  this 
Journal  be  printed,  and  diatributed  by  the  secte- 
tanr  among  the  parishes. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  the  sec- 
retary hia  expenses  incurred  in  attending  this 
Conyention. 


Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  i>ay  to  the  door- 
keeper of  thja  Convention  six  dollars  for  hia  ser- 
vices. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  Convention  ad- 
journed, to  meet  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  oa 
the  third  Wednesday  in  May  next. 

Richard  Channino  Moobk, 
fiishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
of  the  Diocess  of  Virginia. 
Teste,         John  O.  Williams,  S>ecretary. 


Jmamal  of  the  Proceedings  of  a  Contention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Diocess  i^ 
Virginiat  tekich  assembled  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  on  the  16/A  day  of  May,  1832. 


This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocess  of  Virginia, 
the. Right  Rev.  Richard  Channinff  Moore,  D.  D., 
bishop,  and  the  Right  Rev.  William  Meade, 
D.  D.,  assistant  bishop  of  the  diocess,  with 
■eyeral  clergymen  and  lay  delegates,  attended 
diyine  service  in  Christ  Church. 

Morning  prayers  were  read  by  the  Rev.  Alex- 
ander Jones,  of  St.  Andrew's  parish,  Jefferson 
coanty,  and  a  sermon  preached  by  the  Rev. 
William  F.  Lee,  rector  of  Christ  Church, 
Richmond. 

After  divine  service,  the  Right  Rev.  Will- 
iam Meade,  assistant  bishop,  in  the  absence  of 
Bishop  Moore,  took  the  chair  as  president  of 
the  Convention,  and  Rev.  William  F.  Lee  was 
appointed  secretary  pro  tern. 

The  following  clergymen,  entitled  to  seats  in 
the  Convention,  appeared,  viz.  : — 

Rev.  Ephraim  Adams,  Christ  Church,  Lan- 
caster county;  Rev.  Mark  L.  Chevers,  St. 
JohD*8  Church,  Elizabeth  City  parish ;  Rev. 
Nicholas  H-  Cobbs,  Russell  parish,  Bedford 
county  ;  Rev.  James  Doughcn,  St.  James's  par- 
ish, Northam,  Goochland  county  ;  Rev.  Charles 
Dresser,  Antrim  parish,  Halifax ;  Rev.  Heifry 
W.  Ducachct,  M.  D.,  Christ  Church,  Norfolk  ; 
Rev.  Adam  Empie,  rector  of  Bruton  parish,  and 
President  of  William  and  Mary  College ;  Rev. 
Sterne n  H.  Gunter,  Uungar's  pariah ;  Rev.  Z. 
H.  Goldsmith,  St  Paul's  parish.  King  George  ; 
Rev.  John  Gramme'r,  St.  Andrew's  and  Bath 
parishes,  Dinwiddie  county ;  Rev.  Johannes 
Edward  Jackson,  Christ  Church,  Winchester ; 
Rey.  William  Jackson,  St.  PanKs  Chun-.h,  Al- 
exandria ;  Rev.  Rcuel  Keith,  D.  D.,  Professor  in 
Theological  Seminary  ;  Rev.  *George  Lemon, 
Hamilton  and  Ijecds  parishes,  Fauquier ;  Rev. 
William  F.  Lee,  Christ  Church,  Richmond ; 
Rev.  Charles  Mann,  Christ  Church,  Fairfax  par- 
ish ;  Rev.  Zachariah  Meade,  St.  Anne's  parish, 
Albemarle;  Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire,  St 
George's  parish,  Fredericksburff ;  Rev.  J.  P. 
M'Guire,  St.  Anne's  and  South  Famham  par- 
ishes, Essex ;  Rey.  Ira  Parker ;  Rev.  John  H. 
Wingfield,  Portamouth  parish,  Norfolk ;  Rev. 
Alexander  Jones,  St.  Andrew's  parish,  Jeffer- 
son; Rey.  F.  G.  Smith,  St.  PaoPs  Church, 
Lynchburg ;  Rey.  Charles  H.  P^>  Lexington 
parish,  Amherst;  Rev.  Charles  C.  Taliaferro, 
Coraberiaod  pariah,  Lanenbunr;  Rev.  Joseph 
H.  Nichob,  miatant  minirter  of  the  Monnment- 


al  Church,  Richmond  ;  Rev.  William  M.  Jack- 
son, assistant  minister  of  Frederick  pariah ; 
Rev.  Chaplin  Hed£[es,  Smithfield,  Isle  of 
Wight ;  Rev.  Frederick  D.  Goodwin,  Kanawha 
parish;  Rev.  W.  P.  C.  Johnson,  Norborne par- 
ish, Berkeley  ;  Rev.  Annesley  Stewart ;  Rev. 
J.  S.  Swift,  missionary  in  Buckingham,  Albe- 
marle, dtc. ;  Rev.  Josias  Clapham,  Hanover 
parish.  King  George. 

Mr.  Thomas  Marshall  and  Rey.  Adam  Em- 
pie,  D.  D.,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  ex- 
amine the  certificates  of  the  lay  delegates,  who 
reported  as  follows  : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
certificates  of  the  lay  delegates,  have,  according 
to  order,  examined  the  same,  and  report  that  the 
following  persons  have  been  duly  elected  lay 
delegates  to  this  Convention,  and  that  their  cer- 
tificates are  authenticated  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed in  the  canon,  viz. : — 

Albert  Turner,  Hanover  parish.  King  Georgs 
county  ;  Roben  P.  Waring,  Vauter'a  Church, 
parish  of  St.  Anne's,  Essex  ;  John  T.  Clark, 
Antrim  parish,  Halifax  county ;  William  D. 
Young,  Portsmouth  parish ;  Jacob  C.  Sheldon, 
Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg ;  James  Brown, 
St.  Andrew's  parish,  Jefferson  county  ;  George 
F.  Thornton  and  Addison  F.  Thornton,  St. 
Margaret's  parish,  Caroline ;  Archibald  Magill, 
Christ  Church,  Winchester ;  John  Stuart  and 
Edward  T.  Tayloe,  Lamb's  Creek  Church, 
Brunswick  parish.  King  George  county  ;  Will- 
iam G.  Smith,  Hungar's  parish,  Northampton ; 
Robert  E.  Steed,  Christ  Church,  Norfolk  bor- 
ough ;  Philip  Nelson  and  Philip  Burwell,  Grac* 
Church,  Frederick  parish  ;  David  M.  Walk  and 
Thurmer  Hoggard,  Lynnhaven  parish.  Princess 
Anne  ;  John  Wilson,  Christ  Church,  Norboma 
parish  ;  Westwood  S.  Xrmistead,  St.  John*a 
Church,  Hampton  ;  Rawleigh  W.  Downman, 
Christ  Church,  I^ancaster;  William  Norvell 
Ward,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg;  Lad- 
well  Diffges,  Hamilton  parish,  P'auquier  county  ; 
Hugh  Nelson,  Fredericksville  parish,  Albemarle; 
Edmund  Penn,  Lexington  parish,  Amherst ; 
Francis  Wicker,  Henrico  parish,  Henrico  coun- 
ty ;  George  W.  Bassett,  St.  George's  parish, 
Fredericksburg;  Isaac  Winston  and  PhiUp 
Slaughter,  St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper; 
John  S.  Dixon,  Ware  parish,  Gloucester  coun- 
ty ;  Isaac  Chapline,  Irinity  Church,  St.  An- 
drew'a  parish,  Jefferson  county ;  Guatavua  B. 
Alexander,  St.  Paul's  Church,  King  Geoift 
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coanty ;  Edmond  J.  Lee,  Christ  Church,  Fairfax 
parish ;  Thomas  Nelson,  Monumental  Church, 
Kichmond ;  Wilson  C.  Seldeu  and  Lewis  T. 
Berkeley,  St.  James's  Church,  Shelburne  i>ar- 
ish,  Loudoun  ;  Edward  Colston,  Norbome  par- 
ish, Berkeley  county  ;  Thomas  Marshall,  I^eds 
parish,  Fauquier  county ;  Wm.  Bolhng,  parish 
of  St.  James,  Northam,  Goochland ;  Jolm  lloofi^ 
St.  PauPs  Church,  Alexandria. 

And  the  committee  further  report,  that  the 
following  persons  appear  to  have  been  duly 
elected,  but  their  certificates  are  not  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  the  canon,  vix.  : — 

William  Radford,  Russell  parish,  Bedford 
county ;  Francis  R.  Hanson,  Newport  parish, 
Isle  of  Wight ;  John  Nelson,  St.  James's  parish, 
Mecklenburg. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  certificates 
of  the  lay  delegates  be  received  and  approved  ; 
and  that  those  who  were  duly  elected,  but 
whose  certificates  were  not  properly  authentica- 
ted, be  admitted  to  seats  in  this  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  William  F.  Lee, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  rules  of  order, 
adopted  by  the  last  Convention  for  the  govern- 
ment of  toeir  proceedings,  be  the  rules  of  pro- 
ceeding during  the  present  Convention. 

1.  Ihe  business  of  every  day  shall  be  intro- 
duced with  prayer. 

2.  When  the  president  takes  the  chair,  no 
member  shall  continue  standing,  or  shall  after- 
ward stand  up,  except  to  address  the  chair. 

3.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the 
service  of  the  house  unless  he  have  leave,  or 
be  unable  to  attend. 

4.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  de- 
bate, or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  he 
shall,  with  due  respect,  address  himself  to  the 
president,  confining  himself  strictly  to  the  point 
m  debate. 

5.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice 
in  tha  same  del^ate  without  leave  of  the  house. 

6.  A  question  being  once  determined  shall 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house,  and  shall 
not  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the  same 
session,  unless  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds 
of  the  house. 

7.  While  the  president  is  putting  any  ques- 
tion, the  members  shall  continue  in  their  seats, 
and  shall  not  hold  any  private  discourse. 

8.  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  house 
when  any  question  is  put,  shall,  on  a  division,  be 
counted,  unless  he  be  personally  interested  in 
the  decision. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  ss  before  the 
house  unless  it  be  seconded,  and,  when  required, 
reduced  to  writing. 

10.  When  any  question  is  before  the  house,  it 
shall  be  determined  upon  before  any  new  subject 
is  introduced,  except  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

11.  The  question  on  a  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment Bhall  be  taken  before  any  other,  and  with- 
out debate. 

12.  When  the  house  is  about  to  rise,  every 
member  shall  keep  his  teat  until  the  president 
•hall  leave  the  chair. 


13.  None  of  the  rales  of  ordm  ihaQ  be 
pended  without  the  concorrence  of  two  thirds 
of  the  members  present. 

14.  The  president  shall,  in  bis  discretion,  se- 
lect a  pew  within  the  hmits  of  those  alloUed 
for  the  use  of  the  members,  which  pew  shall  be 
appropriated  for  the  accommodation  of  Tisitinff 
clergymen  and  students  of  the  Theologicu 
School,  who  may  be  invited  to  the  same  by  the 
president  without  any  special  application  to  the 
Convention. 

In  conformity  with  the  fourteenth  rule  of  the 
Convention,  Rev.  James  Milnor,  D.  D.,  of  the 
Diocess  of  New- York,  and  the  Rer.  J.  P.  K. 
Henshaw,  of  the  Diocess  of  Maryland,  and 
others,  were  invited  to  take  seats  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Convention. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  of  Fredei^ 
icksville  parish.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  foods 
of  the  Theological  School  of  this  diocess,  and 
to  suggest  and  rejiort  to  this  Convention  the 
best  practicable  means  of  enlarging  the  funds 
of  the  institution,  so  as  to  promote  the  design 
of  making  the  school  adequate  to  the  reception 
and  instruction  of  such  pious  young  men  as 
may  present  themselres  to  this  institution  as  fu- 
ture candidates  for  the  ministry. 

Committee  on  the  Theological  School — Rob- 
ert P.  Warine,  John  T.  Clark,  Thomas  Mar- 
shall, Edwaid  Colston,  Huffh  Nelson,  Rer. 
John  Grammcr,  and  Rer.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Adam  Empie,  D.  D., 
Rev.  George  Lemon,  Rev.  H.  W.  Docachet, 
M.  D.,  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  Philip  Nelson, 
and  John  Nelson,  Esqrs.,  and  Dr.  Isaac  Winston, 
be  a  committee  to  take  into  cousideratiou  the 
state  of  the  church  in  this  diocess,  and  report 
thereon  to  this  Convention. 

tDrdered,  That  Rev.  Charles  Dresser,  Rev. 
Charles  H.  Page,  and  Rev.  John  P.  M*Guire, 
be  a  committee  to  examine  the  parochial  reports. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Nelson,  Rev.  J. 
E.  Jackson,  and  Rev.  FrankUn  G.  Smith,  be  a 
coinmiitee  to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire, 
Rev.  John  H.  Wingficld,  and  Col.  John  Stuart, 
Jbe  a  committee  to  exsmine  the  fund  for  the  su|^ 
port  of  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  clergy- 
men. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee,  Mr.  Raw- 
leigh  W.  Downman,  and  Mr.  John  Nelson,  be 
a  committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  fund  for  the  permanent  support 
of  the  episcopate  in  this  diocess. 

And  the  Convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning,  9  o'clock. 

THDRsDjkY,  Mat  17,  1832. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Bishop  Moore,  D.  D.,  who  took  the  chair 
as  president. 

Mr.  Hilary  Baker,  a  delegate  from  Christ 
Church,  Richmond,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Rev.  William  F.  Lee  having  with- 
drawn, Hilary  Baker  was  appointed  secretaix 
pro  tem. 
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The  R«T.  E.  R.  Lippit  ippeared  and  took  his 
■eat. 

A  memorial  was  received  from  the  vestry  of 
St.  PauKs  Church,  Norfolk  borough,  which  was 
read,  aa  follows  : — 

To  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  State  of  Virginia^  assembled  at  Al- 
exandria. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  7th  May,  1832. 
BxKTHRBN, — The  great  increase  of  worship- 

Krs  at  Christ  Church,  in  the  borough  of  Norfolk, 
s  remlered  it  impossible  for  all  to  be  acconuno- 
dated  there  who  are  attached  to  the  doctrines 
and  worship  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  it  has 
been  deeme<i  advisable  to  organize  another  congre- 
gation without  delay.  In  pursuance  of  this  de- 
airn,  subscriptions  have  been  raised  to  repair  the 
old  church  belonging  to  the  parish,  and  a  vestry, 
after  due  notice,  elected,  composed  of  Wm.  H. 
Thompson,  George  Rowland,  Richard  B.  Maury, 
AlexaiKler  Gait,  and  Alpheus  Fobes.  We,  the  said 
vestry,  therefore  pray  to  be  rocogni&ed  by  the 
Convention  of  the  diocess,  as  representing  the 
new  congregation,  under  the  style  and  title  of 
**  St.  PauFs  Church,  Norfolk,'*  and  also  that  Rich- 
ard B.  Maury,  our  delegate  to  the  Convention, 
be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  that  body.  Signed  by  or- 
der and  in  behalf  of  the  vestry,  by 

Alkx.  Oalt.  }  Wardens. 
R.  B.  Maury,  J 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  be  granted ,  and  that  their  lay  dele- 
gate, Mr.  R.  B.  Maury,  who  presented  a  certili- 
cate  of  his  appointment,  be  admitted  to  a  seat 
in  this  body. 

The  report  of  the  treaaurer  of  the  fund  for 
the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  de- 
ceased clergymen  was  presented,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  same. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer  of  this  Conven- 
tion was  presented,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  the  same. 

The  Kev.  John  Cook,  of  St.  Martin's  parish, 
Hanover,  appeared  and  took  his  seat.  Mr. 
George  W.  Nelson,  a  delegate  from  the  same 
parish,  produced  a  certificate  of  his  appoint- 
ment, and  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  Con- 
vention. 

Mr.  Robert  Thompson,  a  delegate  from  Nel- 
son parish.  Nelson  county,  and  Mr.  Malcohn 
M*Farland,  from  Cumberland  parish,  Lunen- 
burg county,  attended  and  took  their  seats. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Missiona- 
ry Society  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  Diocess  of  Virginia  wss  presented  and 
referred  to  a  committee  to  examine  the  same, 
consisting  of  Dr.  Wilson  C.  Selden  and  Mr. 
John  Stuart. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore,  D.  D.,  in 
pursuance  of  the  45th  canon  of  the  General 
Convention,  delivered  the  following  address  : — 

In  compliance  with  the  duty  imposed  on  me  by 
the  church,  1  shall  now  present  you  with  a  view 
of  those  episcopal  duties  in  which  I  have  been  en- 
gaged during  the  past  year.  Inclination  loudly 
prompted  me  to  extend  my  labours,  but  advanced 
years  snd  bodily  infirmities  have  obliged  me  to 
move  in  a  very  small  circle,  and  to  leave  some  du- 
ties which  I  should  gladly  and  willingly  have  per- 
ijnned  to  my  Risht  Rev.  brother,  Bishop  Meade. 

XnuBBdittaly  after  tbadoie  of  the  last  Conven- 


tion in  Norfolk,  I  visited  the  eastern  shore  of  Vir- 
ginia, attended  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Goldsmith.  We 
commenced  our  labours  in  Kastville.  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Northampton,  at  which  place,  being  indispo- 
sed mvself,  Mr.  Goldsmith  preached  in  the  even- 
ing. We  then  proceeded  to  the  county  of  Acco- 
mack, in  company  wiih  Mr.  Gunter,  where  I 
preached  in  St.  James's  Church  on  Sunday,  the 
day  of  May,  to  a  large  congregation,  and  ad- 
ministered the  Lord's  Supper  and  the  rite  of  con- 
firmation. In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  Mr. 
GuUlsmith  preached  in  Onancock  to  a  respectable 
and  attentive  auditory. 

The  next  day,  agreeably  to  appointment,  I  met 
a  small  congregation  in  another  diMthct  of  the  par- 
ish ;  upon  which  occasion  Mr.  Gunter  read  pray- 
ers anu  1  preached.  As  I  had  made  an  appoint- 
ment in  St.  George's  Church  the  subsequent  day, 
we  attended  (or  the  purpose  of  divine  worship, 
when  prayers  were  read  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  ana 

I  preached  to  a  numerous  and  deeply-impressed 
congregation.  Having  finished  our  labours  m  Ac- 
comack, we  returned  to  Northampton,  and  held 
divine  service  in  Hungar's  Church  ;  on  which  oc- 
casion Mr.  Gunter  read  pravers  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Goldsmith  preached.  We  then  returned  to 
Kastville,  where,  on  the  day  after  our  arrival,  I 
consecrated  a  handsome  brick  church  :— -prayers 
were  read  by  Mr.  Gunter,  and  a  sermon  suitable  to 
the  occasion  was  delivered  by  myself.  The  sac- 
rament of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  administered, 
and  nine  persons  were  confirmed.  The  church 
in  EastviUe,  for  its  neatness  and  symmetry,  re- 
flects great  credit  UDon  the  members  of  our  com- 
munion in  that  neighbourh<xxi.  It  was  erected  by 
the  generous  contributions  of  a  smsU  niiiiiber  of 
the  wealthy  port  of  that  community,  who,  with 
their  descendants,  I  sincerely  pray,  may  reap  the 
advantages  arising  from  tiieir  pious  exertions. 
During  my  stay  on  the  eastern  shore,  I  suffered 
much  from  bodily  indisposition ;  and  I  should 
consider  myself  deficient  in  gratitude  \vere  I  not 
to  express  my  thanks  to  the  people  for  their  atten- 
tion to  my  wants,  and  to  Mr.  Goldsmith  for  his 
unwearied  efforts  in  contributing  to  my  comfort. 

Having  thus  discharged  my  duties  in  those 
counties,  I  recrossed  the  bay,  and  returned  to 
Riclimond.  In  the  month  of  July  1  visite*!  the 
city  of  Williamsburg,  leclureti  in  the  evening  at 
the  house  of  M  r.  Peachy ;  preached,  and  adminis- 
tered the  Lord's  Supper  the  Sunday  following,  in 
the  church,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Empie,  and 
continued  fifteen,  i  then  embarked  for  Alexan- 
dria, at  which  place  we  held  an  association. 
On  that  occasion  we  were  joined  by  a  number  of 
the  clergy  of  this  diocess  and  of  Maryland,  and 
were  assisted  in  our  labours  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hen- 
shaw  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johns,  of  Baltimore,  and 
Rev.  Dr.  Bedell,  of  Philadelphia.  To  say  that 
our  meeting  at  that  time  was  instructiyp  and 
agreeable,  would  be  expressing  myself  in  lan- 
guage too  faint  for  the  occasion.  A  spirit  of  great 
fervour  and  devotion  appeared  to  animate  every 
bosom ;  the  congregations  were  deeply  solemn 
and  attentive, and  overflowing;— many  were  awa- 
kened to  the  consideration  of  eternal  things,  and 
0|)enly  avowed  their  love  and  gratitude  to  the  Al- 
mighty. It  would  rejoice  my  heart,  brethren,  ta 
witness  a  similar  evidence  of  divine  influence 
in  every  parish  in  the  diocess.  As  a  proof  of  the 
devotional  feeling  which  prevailed,  more  especial- 
ly among  the  young,  I  with  pleasure  announce  to 
the  Convention  that  I  confirmed,  during  my  visit, 
upwards  of  ninety  persons.  An  ordination  was 
also  held  in  St.  PhuI's  Church,  on  which  occasion 
I  admitted  to  deacons*  orders  Fred.  D.  Goodwin, 
Cyrus  Hamilton  Jacobs,  William  P.  C.  Jobnaon, 
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Job  Sidney  Swift,  J.  Loring  Woart,  and  William 
M.  Jackson. 

In  Febniary  last  I  admitted  to  deacons'  orders 
in  Christ  Church,  Richmond,  Mr.  Parke  b\  Berke- 
ley, when  the  Rev.  William  F.  Lee  preached,  and 
assisted  me  m  the  administration  of  the  Lord's 
Su{iper. 

In  the  month  of  April  I  made  a  pastoral  visit  to 
Charles  City  county,  in  company  with  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Peet.  at  which  time  1  consecrated  a  church 
in  that  parish,  which  has  been  completely  re- 
paired hy  the  effoits  of  the  people,  and  hand- 
somely fitted  for  the  public  worship  of  Almighty 
God.  On  that  occasion  Mr.  Pect  read  prayers, 
and  I  preached  to  a  numerous  and  attentive  audi- 
tory, and  administered  ihe  Lord's  Supper  to  thirty- 
nine  devout  members,  it  is  with  pleasure  1  in- 
form the  Convention  that  a  second  church  in  the 
same  county  will  be  ready  for  consecration  by  my 
return  to  Richmond. 

In  Charles  City  county  we  have  bad  no  com- 
fortable place  in  which  to  assemble  since  my  res- 
idence in  this  diocess ;  but  as  the  members  of  our 
communion  in  that  district  have  thus  evidenced 
their  attachment  to  the  church  by  preparing  places 
for  the  worship  of  Almighty  God,  I  have  iiu  duubt 
that  a  clergyman  of  piety,  industry,  and  compe- 
tent talents  would  meet  with  a  wt^lcome  reception 
and  a  suitable  support ;  and  that  our  Zion,  which 
has  been  cloaked  in  sackcloth  for  the  last  thirty 
years,  would  put  on  her  beautiful  garments,  and 
the  courts  of  the  Lord's  house  be  liiled  with  de- 
vout worshippers,  and  resound  with  the  praises 
of  the  ever-living  God.  I  have  thus,  brethren, 
riven  you  a  view  of  my  episcopal  labours  since 
the  last  Convention,  and  shall  reserve  what  I  have 
further  to  say  for  the  valedictory  address,  with 
which  our  meeting  will  be  closed  on  Sunday 
evening. 

The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Meade,  D.  D.,  also 
delivered  an  address,  narrating  the  episcopal 
duties  performed  by  him  during  the  past  year, 
as  follows  : — 

To  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
of  the  Diocess  of  Virginiay  assembled  in  Alexandria, 
May]Q,  1832. 

Dbar  Brethren,— The  narrative  of  episcopal 
duties  performed  by  me  within  our  bounds  during 
the  past  year  will  be  very  brief,  for  those  duties 
were  few  in  number.  You  will  recollect  that 
during  the  last  summer  my  services  were  called 
for  by  the  newly-organized  diocesses  of  Kentucky 
,  and  Tennessee.  A  compliance  with  those  occu- 
pied nearly  three  months,  and  of  course  withdrew 
mc  duiing  that  period  from  the  scene  of  my  ordi- 
nary labours.  1  he  detailed  account  of  duties  per- 
fdrmed  in  theie  infant  dioccssos  was  presented 
to  the«proper  authorities  thereof,  and  having  been 
duly  spread  before  the  public,  need  not  be  now 
repeated.  So  long  an  absence  from  my  parish 
and  family  will,  I  am  sure,  be  accepted  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  the  postponement  of  some  visits  whicli 
I  intended  to  make  to  panshes  within  our  own 
diocess.  Nevertheless,  it  was  my  purpose  to 
spend  the  two  months  immediately  preceding  this 
our  meeting  in  visiting  some  of  the  middle  coun- 
ties of  the  state,  accord *ng  to  the  wish  of  Bishop 
Moore  ;  but  it  pleased  Providence  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  same,  by  sending  sickness  on 
eome  members  of  my  family,  under  circumbtances 
which  required  my  presence  at  home.  With 
divine  permission,  I  expect  to  enter  upon  the  pro- 

E>sed  tour  in  a  short  time  after  the  rising  of  this 
onvention.    I  now  proceed  to  make  mention  of 
tnoae  acts  performed  by  me  in  the  diocess  of 


Virginia  since  your  last  annual  meeting.   I  availed 
myself  of  the  opportunity  presented  by  my  visa  to 
the  wesiem  country,  to  utake  some  appomtmeots 
for  the  bcueht  of  our  congregations  m  btaantea 
and  Kanawha.    At  the  former  place  I  expected, 
according  to  previous  notice,  to  lind  a  newcbnrch 
ready  for  consecration ;  but  in  this  was  dissp- 
pointed,  unavoidable  circumstances  preventing  its 
completion,    i  reached  Staunton  on  the  thud  of 
May,  and,  tarrying  tnere  a  part  of  two  days, 
preacheii  twice,  and  administered  the  rite  of  con* 
drmation  to  twelve  persons.    By  recent  inteili* 
gence  from  the  diligent  pastor  of  that  congrega- 
tion, i  learn  that  the  church  in  Staunton  is  com- 
pleted, and  that  another  in  the  county  bids  fail 
to  be  ready  for  consecration  and  use  m  a  abort 
time.     From  Staunton  i  proceeded  to  Kanawha, 
reaching  Charlestown  on  the  following  Saturday. 
In  that  place  and  the  neighbourhood  1  spent  fivs 
days,  pleaching  seven  tunes,  adiuinistezing  the 
coinmtinion  twice,  and    baptizing  six  cliildrca. 
During  the  last  fail  the  members  and  fnends  of 
our  church  in  that  legioii  obtained  the  services 
of  the  Rev  Frederick  Goodwin,  who  is  nowwitk 
us  to  render  a  mere  specitic  account  of  the  cod> 
d  It  ion  ot  that  portion  of  our  Zion.    From  Kana- 
wha  1  proceedeil  to  the  duties  which  awaited  ms 
in  the  west.    Through  God's  good  providence  I 
was  enabled  to  perfurm  all  that  was  required  of 
me,  and  permitted  to  return  in  health  and  safety 
to  my  family  and  people  by  the  last  <tf  July.    If 
any  good  shall  result  from  the  labours  perfoimed, 
1  shall  consider  them  light  indt^d.and  not  worthy 
to  be  mentioned.    A  lew  weeks  after  reaching 
home,  and  on  the  21st  of  August,  I  was  called  to 
the  pleasing  task  of  consecrating  to  the  service 
of  God  a  new  and  very  excellent  church  in  Bern* 
ville,  within  my  own  parish.    Myself  and  people 
were  much  encouraged  by  the  presence  of  a  num* 
ber  of  brethren  from  different  parts,  who  for  three 
successive  days  and  nights  were  engaged  in  ofier- 
ing  up  solenm  prayers  to  Heaven,  axiU  delivermg 
faithful  and  animated  exhortations  to  large  ana 
attentive  congre^^ations.    On  the  last  day,  which 
was  the  Lord's  day,  the  sacrament  of  baptism  was 
administerefl  to  one  adult,  the  rite  of  conrirmation 
to  seven  persons,  the  office  ol  deacon  was  con- 
ierre<i  on  Mr.  Chaplin  Hedges,  and  the  Lord's 
Supper  was  distributed  among  a  large  number  of 
communicants.    A  few  days  after  the  above-men- 
tioned services  I  attrndcd  an  association  in  Wm- 
Chester,  where  our  exercises  were  also  continuinl 
for  three  days  and  nights,  closing  on  the  Sabbath 
with  the  administration  of  the  nte  of  confirmation 
to  eight  persons,  and  the  Lord's  Supper  to  a  goodly 
number  of  communicants.     In  the  month  o(  Sep- 
tember I  was  called  ^o  visit  the  churches  in  Fau- 
quier, Culpepper,  and  Fredericksburg.    My  duties 
commenced  in  Culpepper.     The  Rev.  Mr.  Wood- 
villc,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lemon,  Mr.  Zachanah  Meade, 
and  Mr.  George  Smith  were  present.    During  the 
two  days  and  nights  we  were  together,  it  was 
felt  to  be  good  that  we  were  there.     With  the 
rising  sun  we  repaired  to  the  house  of  God,  where 
a  number  of  devout  people  met  with  us.     In  the 
forenoon,  afternoon,  and  evening,  we  renewed  our 
assemblies,  and  waited  still  upon  God.    It  is  hoped 
our  intercessions,  prayers,  and  exhortations  were 
not  in  vain.    The  earnest  desires  which  already 
existed  in  many  hearts,  were,  we  trust,  increased 
and  confirmed  into  holy  resolutions.   On  the  second 
day  the  rite  of  confirmation  was  administered  to 
eighteen,  and  was  followed  by  the  Lord's  Supper. 
From  Culjpepper  I  proceeded  in  company  with  the 
Rev.  Zachariah  Meade  to  Fredericksbarg,  wbeie 
a  spiritual  feast  awaited  as.    For  some  months 
before  the  religious  state  of  that  panah  had  bMn 
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deeply  interesting.  The  rector  traces  the  com- 
menccnnent  of  Uwt  happv  reviral  wiih  which  hia 
people  have  been  bleMeu  to  aerioiia  impressions 
maae  upon  the  minds  of  some  of  the  youn^  mem- 
bers of  nis  congregation  at  the  Convention  m  Nor- 
folk. The  impressions  were  soon  communicated 
to  others,  and  spread  from  heart  to  heart,  until  a 
general  sjkI  very  deep  concern  pervadtK)  the  con- 
gregation. Meetings  for  religious  exercises  be- 
came more  frequent  in  the  church,  the  lecture- 
roon,  and  private  houses.  The  anxieties  of  souls 
hungering  and  thirsting  after  righteousness,  loudly 
calira  for  every  effort  from  tlie  minister  and  the 
pious  members  of  his  church.  I'he  result  was 
such  as  must  give  joy  to  every  friend  of  reliffion. 
God  perfected  praise  out  of  the  mouth  of  babes ; 
young  men  ana  maideiy  were  converted  to  the 
Lord  ;  even  the  old  were  bom  again  ;  the  zeal  of 
Christians  was  stirred  up  ;  intidelity  was  amazed, 
vice  stood  sbashed,  scoffers  became  mute;  all 
ages,  characters,  and  clasj*e3  flocked  to  the  house 
of  God  as  a  place  of  deep  and  all-absorbing  inter- 
est. Such  was  the  condition  of  the  church  in 
Fredericksburg  when  1  was  called  upon  to  assfist 
in  the  admission  of  a  numl>er  of  new  converts  to 
all  the  privileges  of  the  church  of  God.  It  was 
indeed  a  most  delightful  and  triumphant  season 
to  myself  and  the  brethren  assembled  on  the  oc- 
casion. Often  did  we  meet  together  with  people 
who  evidently  felt  that  it  was  good  for  them  to  be 
there,  who  delighted  to  sing  together  in  hymns, 
and  psalms,  and  spiritual  songs,  singing  and  ma- 
king melody  in  their  hearts  to  the  Lord.  We 
felt  that  it  was  good  for  ourselves  to  be  there,  thst 
our  faith  and  zeal  might  be  improved.  On  the 
Sabbath  we  were  privileged  to  hear  the  renewal 
of  solemn  baptismal  vows  in  the  rite  of  confirma- 
tion uttered  by  more  than  seventy  persons,  from 
the  age  of  fifteen  to  threescore  and  ten.  We 
have  good  reason  to  believe  that  these  vows  were 
made  in  sincerity  and  truth,  with  enlightened 
understandings  and  sanctified  affections.  No 
methods  were  used  to  produce  a  spurious  excite- 
ment, and  hurry  to  an  open  profession  of  religion 
those  who  might  be  under  its  influence.  Such  a 
revival  as  this  mav  God  grant  to  all  our  churches. 
I  have  only  to  add,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  day 
when  this  interesting  scene  occurred  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  admic<isterod,  and 
Mr.  Seneca  Bragg  an<]  Mr.  Stewart  were  admit- 
ted to  the  order  of  deacons.  The  morning  service, 
sermon,  and  rite  of  confirmation,  occupied  so  large 
a  portion  of  the  day,  that  it  was  thought  expedient 
to  defer  the  remaining  exercises  until  the  evening. 
On  leaving  Fredericksburg  f  proceeded  to  Fau- 

3uier,  where  I  preached  at  Warrenton  on  Tues- 
ay,  at  which  time  thirteen  persons  were  con- 
firmed. On  the  two  following:  days  I  preached  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  county  at  the  Godl  Spring 
meeting-house,  and  intended  to  have  held  a  crni- 
finnation  and  administered  the  LonPs  Supper  on 
the  third  day,  but  was  arrested  by  the  tiand  of 
sickness,  which  for  some  weeks  disabled  me  from 
all  duty.  M  uch  sooner  than  I  deserved  it  pleased 
Providence  to  raise  me  up  from  the  bed  of  sick- 
ness, and  enable  me  lo  engage  in  his  service.  The 
tirst  public  act  performed  af^er  my  recovery  was 
the  bestowing  of  priests*  orders  on  the  Rev.  Mr 
Bragg,  which  was  allowed  before  the  canonical 
period,  with  a  view  to  his  entering  into  the  services 
of  the  Missionary  Society  in  a  distant  part  of  our 
country.  His  ordination  took  place  in  the  new 
church  at  Berryville,  on  Sunday,  November  13th, 
1831.  From  that  time  till  the  month  of  April  my 
services  were  confined  to  my  own  parish.  On 
the  12th  of  April  I  set  out  to  visit,  according  to 
^ypaintmeDt,  one  of  th6  churches  in  Hampshire ; 


but  in  consequence  of  the  sickness  of  my  horse,  was 
unable  to  reach  the  place  of  appointment.  1  was 
obliged  to  retrace  my  steps,  in  oider  to  fulfil  an 
eng[agement  at  Mill  Creek  on  Saturday,  the  14th. 
This  I  was  enabled  to  do,  as  well  as  to  reach 
Martinsburg,  Hnd  p/each  there  the  same  evening. 
On  the  following  niorning,  which  was  the  Sab- 
bath, 1  preached  again  at  Maitinsbnrg,  baptized  a 
child,  confirmed  two  persons,  and  administered 
the  communion.  At  night  1  preach(<l  to  a  large 
congregation  in  the  country  at  Mount  ZioiiChurcn, 
and  the  next  day  preached  again,  baptized  one 
adult  and  confirmed  two  persons,  and  adminis- 
tered the  coiiununion.  1  am  haj>py  to  inform  the 
Convention  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  has  been 
chosen  rector  of  this  parish,  and  will  entor  imme- 
diately on  his  duties. 

On  the  following  day  I  proceeded  to  Shepherds- 
town,  where  1  preached  in  the  evening,  and  also 
the  next  morning.  Fn)m  thence  I  went  to  Charles- 
tuwn,  where  I  also  preached  twice,  and  on  tha 
second  occasion  confirmed  nine  young  and  inter- 
esting disciples  of  our  Lord.  On  the  following 
Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  being  the  season 
set  apart  for  the  special  consideration  of  the  suf- 
ferings, death,  ana  reaurrection  of  our  Lord,  tha 
services  were  held  at  the  chapel  in  Frederick 
parish  and  the  church  at  Berryville,  by  the  Rev. 
William  Jackson  and  myself,  on  the  last  of  which 
days,  in  the  church  at  Berryville,  1  baptized  one 
adult,  confirmed  seven,  and  administered  the 
Lord's  Supper  to  the  communicants  of  the  parish. 

The  last  sei^vices  performed  were  at  Leesburg, 
on  my  way  to  this  place,  where  1  preached  on 
Satuitlay  evening,  Sunday  morning  and  evening, 
besides  addressing  the  teachers,  parents,  sikI 
children  of  the  flourishing  Sunday  School  in  that 
place.  On  Monday  morning,  before  I  left  there,  a 
meeting  of  a  few  friends  of  the  meanure  assembled, 
and  commenced  a  subscription  for  a  new  and  larger 
church.  One  thousand  dollars  were  subscribed, 
which,  with  other  means  already  in  hand,  and 
what  may  certainly  be  expected  from  others  not 
present,  almost  ensures  the  object  of  the  meeting. 
Such,  brethren,  sre  the  only  services  I  have  been 
able  to  render  to  the  church  in  aid  of  our  beloved 
father,  to  whose  assistance  you  have  called  me. 
Wm.  Mbadk,  Assist.  Bishop  of  Virginia. 

The  secretary  received  the  following  contribu- 
tions from  sundry  parishes  in  this  diooess  for  Con- 
tingent Fund,  and  towards  the  remuneration  of 
Bishop  Moore  for  his  episcopal  services,  viz.  :-— 


Hanover  parish,  King  George 

county,      -         -         -         - 
Vauter's  Church,  Essex  county, 
Antrim  parish,  Halifax  county, 
Portsmouth  pariah, 
Bruton  parish,  WiUiamsburg, 
St.  Andrew's  parish,  Jefferson 

county,  Zion  Church, 
Do.  Trinitv  Church,     - 
South  Farnham  parish,  Essex, 
St.  Margaret's  parish,  Caroline, 
Christ  Church,  Winchester, 
Lamb's  Creek  Church,  Bruns- 
wick parish,  King  George, 
Hungar^s  parish,  Northumber- 
land,       -        -        -        - 


Amount  carried  forward,    |145  00    €54  60 


Contiiwent 
Fuwd. 

rorE.HTw 

ofBitlM 

Moora.*^ 

$5  00 
20  00 
24  00 
11  00 
10  00 

$00  00 

10  00 

6  00 

9  00 

0  00 

15  00 
00  00 
10  00 
10  00 
15  00 

0  00 
12  00 

4  00 

5  00 
0  00 

10  00 

0  00 

15  00 

6  50 
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15  00 


-     20  00 


11  00 


36  10 


30  00 


Amoant  brought  forward,  $145  00 
Chrifit  ChurchfNorfolk  borough,  30  00 
Grace  Church,  Frederick  par- 
ish, Frederick  county*       -     15  00 
Lynnhaven   parish.   Princess 

Anne  county,  -         -     10  00 

Christ  Church,  Norborne  par- 
ish, Berkeley  county,         -       8  00 
St.  John's  Church,  Hampton,      6  00 
Christ     Church,     Lancaster 

county,  -         -         -     15  70 

St.  PauPs  Church,  Lynchburg,  16  00 
Hamilton  parish,  Fauquier,         15  00 
Lexington  parish,  Amherst,        16  25 
St.  John*B  Church,  Henrico 
parish,     -         -         -         - 
St.  George's  parish,  Freder- 
icksburg, 
St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpep- 
per county,       -         -         - 
Ware  and  Abingdon  parishes, 
Gloucester.      -        -        - 
St.  Paul's  parish.  King  George,  13  00 
Christ  Church,  Alexandria,        30  00 
Monumental   Church,    Rich- 
mond City, 
St.  James's  Church,  Shelburne 

parish,  Loudoun, 
Norborne  parish,  Berkeley, 
Christ  Church, 
Mount  Zion's  Church 
Leeds  parish,  Fauquier, 
St.  James's  parish,  Nonham, 
Goochland,       ... 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Alexandria,  20  00 
Russell  parish,  Bedford  county,  30  00 
Newport  parish.  Isle  of  Wight,     3  00 
St.  James's  pitrish,  Mecklen- 
burg,       .         -         -         . 
Christ  Church,  Richmond,     • 
St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover, 
Bristol  parish,  Peierttburg,     - 
Bath  parish,  Dinwiddle, 
St.  Andrew's  parish,   Bruns- 
wick county, 
Cumberland  parish,  Lunenburg 
county,    -         -         -         . 
SufTo'ik  parish,  Suffolk, 
St.  Mark's  parish,  Culpepper, 
Kanawha  parish, 
Wicomico   parish,   Northum- 
berland, -         -         -         - 
Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  for  Fred- 
ericksville  parish, 


-     20  00 


:\ 


10  00 


15  00 


6  50 


10  00 
10  00 
20  00 
30  00 
15  00 


15  00 
10  00 
22  00 
15  00 

7  00 


$54  50 

12  00 

12  00 

5  00 

0  00 

6  00 

0  00 

10  00 

6  00 

5  00 

10  00 

12  00 

9  00 

5  00 

0  00 

12  00 

15  00 

10  00 

5  00 

6  00 

0  00 
12  00 

7  00 
5  00 

8  00 
10  00 

9  00 
12  00 

5  00 


15  00         5  00 


0  00 


5  00 
5  00 
8  00 
0  00 

0  00 

10  00 


$704  55  $295  50 

The  business  of  the  Convention  was  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose  of  attending  divine  sor- 
Tice. 

After  service,  Bishop  Meade  took  the  chair. 
The  parochial  reports  having  been  received  and 
read,  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  paro- 
chial reports. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Theological  School  of  Virginia,  together  with 
that  of  their  treasurer,  were  presented  and  read 
by  th«  Rev.  John  Orimmer,  aod  received. 


JKffperl  qftke  TVuattet  ^iht  TImkfiai  Smbmf 
oftkt  Diocesa  of  Virgnum, 

In  presennng  again  to  the  CouTentioa  a  report 
of  the  condition  and  proapecta  of  the  ThefriogKal 
Seminary,  the  trustees  are  permitted  to  indalae  a 
a  higher  tone  of  congratulaticm  than  ther  could  oo 
any  former  occasion  assume.    The  blessing  of 
God  has  been  crowning  our  feeble  eflRnts  with  a 
most  cheering  measure  of  success ;  and  the  pros- 
pect of  seeinff  the  spintaal  desolation  of  oar  zion 
removed,  and  her  walls  supplied  and  built  up  by 
faithful  and  efficient  laboorers,  is  brightening  upon 
us  with  a  rapidity  which  cives  ripeness  to  our 
hopes,  assurance  to  our  faitn,  and  new  energy  to 
our  ezertiona.    The  Lord  ia  evidentiv  calling  the 
attention  of  the  pious  youth  of  our  cnurch  to  the 
consideration  ofthe  doty  4^f  dedicating  themselves 
exclusively  to  bis  service  in  the  ministry  of  Ihe 
mpel.    The  number  of  students  in  our  semniary 
dnnng  the  last  year  has  exceeded  by  neariy  one 
third  I  hat  of  any  previous  period.     Ten  have  beoi 
onlamed  since  the  last  meeting  of  our  Convention, 
and  seven  are  expected  to  undergo  examination 
for  orders  during  our  present  session.    Here  is 
therefore  an  increase  of  seventeen  to  the  number 
of  our  clergy  within  one  year ;  nn  increase  which 
we  may  reasonably  expect  wiU  advance  with  the 
rapid  it  V  of  a  geometrical  pn^wrtion,  and  soon  si- 
lence  the  urgency  of  that  cry  for  help  which  &Jis 
wiih  such  constant  and  painful  vibrmttons  upon 
OUT  ears  from  almost  every  quarter  of  oar  land. 
It  is  no  longer  \isionary  to  hope,  that  befuie  an- 
other generation  shall  nave  wholly  passed  away, 
every  parish  in  our  diocess  may  be  blessed  with  a 
rejnilar  ministration  of  the  word  of  life  and  the 
ordinances  of  our  church — and  the  prospect  of 
such  a  consummation  of  our  hopes  ia  calculated 
to  enkindle  the  liveliest  emotions  of  gratitude  to 
God,  who  has  so  graciouslv  sustained  and  encour- 
aged us  amid  the  many  difficulties  which  have 
threatened  to  overwhelm  us.     But,  although  our 
cause  for  gratitude  is  most  abundant,  we  are  not 
I>crmiued  to  forget  that  it  is  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  human  means  that  the  divine  pur- 
poses are  eflected.     ^  hile    (lod  is  b>'  his  »pirit 
working  unon  the  hearts  of  the  youth  of  our 
church,  and  awakening  in  their  biisomh  the  holy 
'  desire  of  ministering  to  the   spiritual  wants  of 
their  fellow-creatures ;  to  us  is  given  the  hunuur, 
and  on  us  (^evolves  the  duty,  of  supplying  the 
mesns  for  improving  to  the  highest  measure  of 
efficiencv  the  talents  with  which  they  have  been 
intrusted.    And  these  means  must  be  enlarged  in 
proportion  as  the  number  of  those  to  whom  they 
are  to  lie  applied  is  increased.    The  increase  da- 
ring the  past  year  in  the  number  of  students  who 
are  preparing  for  the  ministry  in  our  seminary, 
renders  an  enlargement  of  that  institution  indis- 
pensably   neces»ary.      The    building    heretofoie 
erected  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  seminary 
is  at  present  insufficient     It   is  ca^mble  of  ac- 
commoilating  only  twenty  students,  while  the 
number  at  this  time  connected  with  the  institution 
is  thirty.     Of  these  several   have  in^cn  under  ths 
necessity  of  submitting  to  the  great  inconvenience 
and  disadvantage  of  obtaining  lodemi;s  in  ths 
adjacent  country.     And  it  is  the  jiamail  duty  of 
the  boanl  to  state,  that  one  young  man  has  been 
compelled  to  withdraw  from  the  iinpossibiiit)  of 
procuring  accomiiiodntions.  and  thai  there  is  rea- 
son to  fear  that  others  have  been  deterred  by  the 
same  cause  from  connectuig  themselves  with  this 
seminary.     Under  these  circumstances,  the  trus- 
tees have  felt  themselves  constrained  to  order  and 
make  arrangements  for  the  erection  of  another 
building,  of  equal  dimensions  with  that  at  present 
occupied.    And  it  ia  Irom  the  efforta  of  Christiu 
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» tet  tlMf  rnntt  look  Ibt  flM  nwMii  of 
npeaim  of  this  ondertaking.  Our 
OBCNUiU  to  $17,075  90— tlie  aonnal 
vhkh  is  barely  soificient  for  the  sup- 
ptofeisor ;  sod  to  di?erth  from  this  to 
MOO  woakl  be  to  stop  at  once  the 
■Kractioii,  sod  render  it  whoU  j  oseloss. 
m  npoa  the  liberslitj  of  oar  friends 
pond  for  the  sopplj  of  oar  present 
d  to  this  source  we  look  with  entire 
▲Iter  the  nony  endences  we  have 
'  the  divine  £iTour,  to  doobt  would 
irant  ofiaith  in  the  highest  degree  un- 
uid  sinfuL  While  the  Lord  is  putting 
hearts  of  our  youth  to  reiioquish  their 
r  earthly  wealth  and  worldlv  honours, 
■r  time  and  their  talents,  tneir  bodies 
>  the  glorioos  work  of  proclaiming  sal- 
leiishuig  world,  who  can  dare  to  sup- 
I  will  not  exert  an  according  injloence 
Bople,  and  move  them  to  contribute 
at  substance  of  which  they  are  his 
i  the  purpose  of  rendering  most  effect- 
fk  T  The  work  is  of  the  Lord  ;  it  is  a 
ii  planting,  and  it  will  flourish.  While 
f  piety  throbs  in  a  haman  boeom,  the 
il  of  Christian  charity  must  flow  on- 
appeal,  therefore,  fearlessly,  to  those 
MBselves  the  disciples  of  that  Saviour 
d  the  world  that  he  gave  his  life  as  a 
sinners,  and  who  thus  proved  by  his 
:  he  has  declared  in  his  word,  that  the 
aiacteristic  of  his  nature  is  love, — we 
s  professed  disciples  for  the  manifest- 
I  smcerity  of  their  professions,  bjr  the 
fa  portion  of  his  spirit.  And  it  is  an 
:h  cannot  be  resisted.  If  they  be  in- 
iisciples,  they  are  animated  by  his 
**  If  any  man  have  not  the  spirit  of 
I  none  of  his."  They  cannot  look  un- 
a  the  'waste  places  of  Zion ;— they 
tin  deaf  to  the  calls  for  help  which  as- 
sides  from  the  multitudes  **  who  are 
rish ;"  nor  can  they  reflect  without  re- 
fact,  that  of  those  who  are  desirous  of 
I  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord,  any  should 
k  for  want  of  such  means  as  earthly 
Movkle.  They  will  respond  to  our  ap- 
promptness  and  liberality  which  will 
.  what  spirit  they  are,  and  that  the 
rist  is  a  spirit  of  love.  We  would  call 
Umvention,  therefore,  to  sustain  us  in 
undertaking,  by  adoptiM  such  meas- 
r  be  deemed  expedient  for  presenting 
most  clearly  to  the  consiaeration  of 

inclusion  the  board  would  briefly  state, 
he  report  of  the  professors,  the  stu- 
r  seminarir  have,  during  the  past  year, 
;h  regularity  and  dihgence  the  course 
retofore  prescribed ;  that  their  deport- 
Ben  consistent  and  exemplary,  ana  has 
.  tone  of  piety  and  devotedness  to  God 
I  a  strong  promise  of  their  future  use- 
is  church. 

nmittee  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
he  state  of  the  Theological  School, 
lort  as  follows  : — 

1,  That  a  meeting  be  invited  to  be 
Paurs  Church,  on  Friday  afternoon. 
It  4  o*clock,  when  addresses  by  the 
some  of  the  laity  will  be  presented, 
:tion  taken  up  to  procure  funds  for  the 
erection  of  such  building  at  the  sem- 
B  at  this  time  deamod  'lu^jq^^niihlp. 


Raaoired,  Tliatllitclia^iiMnofthiaeiMBiiiit- 
tae  be  requested  to  invito  audi  of  tha  cloigj 
and  htymen  as  he  may  think  proper  to  pneaeai 
addresses  at  the  said  meeting. 

Kesolvad,  That  for  the  aeeommodatioo  of 
those  who  may  be  unprepared  at  the  instant  to 
indulge  their  cbaritabla  feeiinffs  towards  this 
institution,  subsehptioD  papers  he  iMpepared  and 
offered  to  the  meeting,  which  shall  also  be  dia- 
tribotad  throughout  the  diocess,  to  secure  a 
ddlection  adequate  to  the  wante  of  the  semi* 
nary. 

An  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr.  Cobton, 
pending  the  discussion  of  which  the  Cooventioo 
adjourned,  to  meet  to«morrow  morning,  at  9 
o'clock. 

FiiDAT,  Mat  18*  1889. 

The  Contention  met  pursuant  to  a^oom- 
raent,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  RoTf 
W^m.  r .  Lee. 

The  Right  Rot.  Bishop  Moore,  D.  D./ioak 
the  chair  as  president. 

The  Rev.  Edward  W;  Peet,  of  Henrico  par- 
ish, appeared  and  took  his  seat 

The  following  communication  was  ractivad 
from  the  Virginia  Society  for  promoting  the  ob- 
servance of  me  Christian  Sabbath,  which  was 
read,  and,  with  the  documents  accompanying  it, 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  stote  of  tha 
chureh,  vii. : — 

To   tiu   CmvMtkm   of   Ihe  ProUgUmi   Efioeofti 
Church  of  the  Dincua  of  Virgmim. 

The  managera  of  the  Virginia  Society  for  pro* 
moting  the  obeervance  of.  the  Christian  Sabbath 
would  respectfully  soUcit  the  attention  of  tha 
Convention  to  the  best  means  of  promoting  tha 
sanctification  of  the  Lord's  day.  The  accompany- 
ing circular,  addreas,  and  report,  will  ezpUm  the 
object,  and  the  means  employed  by  this  society  : 
and  show  that  we  desire  not  the  sid  ^  the  civil 

S)wer,  but  the  moral  influence  of  all  the  people  of 
od.  Believing  that  the  Convention  take  a  lively 
interest  in  this  subject,  and  that  iu  influenca 
would  be  extensivelv  and  powerfully  felt  among 
us,  we  cherish  the  nope  tJiat  it  will  take  waietL 
measures  in  relation  to  it  as  in  its  wisdom  it  may 
deem  expedient.  ' 

By  order  of  the  board  of  managers. 

Chablks  Ooodaro,  Cor.  Sae. 
Rkhmoiitd^  May  12,  1832. 

The  Rev.  J.  Loring  Woart  aj^peared  and 
took  his  seat. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  made  on  yaa* 
terday  by  the  committee  on  the  Theologieal 
School  was  resumed.  On  motion  of  the  Kav. 
Mr.  Qrammer,  it  was  amended  by  the  adoptioii 
of  the  following  substitute : — 

Whereas  it  appean  from  the  report  of  tha 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
that  funds  are  wanting  for  the  erection  of  an* 
other  building,  and  the  endowment  of  anothar 
profeasorship,  the  first  of  which  objaeto  ia  of 
immediate  and  absolute  importance ;  therefore. 
Resolved,  That  a  meeting  b^  heM  thia  after- 
noon, in  St.  PauFs  Church,  at  half  paat  4 
o*clock,  for  the  purpoee  of  commancinff  such  a 
coursa  of  maaauree  as  may  be  calcnUtad  to 
effect  this  object;  by  making  known  to  tho 
friaiidt  «r  tha  Mnmuiy  iU  iviilvr  anwilnf  l» 


vn 
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them  b J  pablic  adJreMes  for  pecuniary  aid ;  re- 
ceiving such  contributions  aa  its  friends  maj  be 
prepared  to  ^ve ;  and  such  subscriptionB  as 
any  msy  be  disposed  to  make. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  be  requested  to  make  the 
necessary  arranffements,  and  superintend  the 
proceedings  of  the  ssid  meeting. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  F.  Lee,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  Conven- 
tion of  this  diocess  be  held  in  the  Monumental 
Church,  in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

The  committee  on  the  treasurer's  accounts 
made  the  following  report : — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  treas- 
urer's accounts  respectfullv  report,  That  they 
have  examined  the  same,  and  (ind  them  correct — 
the  various  items  being  ascertained  by  the  proper 
vouchers,  which  are  filed  wiih  the  accounts.  The 
balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer 
at  this  time,  of  the  contingent  fund,  is  9497  11, 
and  the  fund  for  the  bishop  is  $36  50,  as  appears 
by  the  accompanying  accounts. 

Thomas  Nelson,  Chairman. 

Mr.  I>]mund  J.  Lee,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  state  of  the  fund  for  the 
permanent  aupport  of  the  episcopate  in  this  dio- 
cess, presented  the  following  report : — 

The  coomiittee  upon  the  episcopal  fund  re- 
port. That;  according  to  the  order  of  the  Conven- 
tion, they  have  examined  the  same.  And  thnt  at 
the  last  Convention  the  amount  was  $5,552  91  in 
stocks.  That  there  has  been  added  to  it  since 
then  $216,  which  has  been  vested  in  bank- 
stocks,  making  the  whole  amount  in  stocks  to  be 
$5,750.  During  the  present  Convention,  the  trus- 
tees of  the  fund  have  received  the  following  sums 
under  the  resolution  of  the  last  Convention  :— 

$12  50 
17  00 
12  00 

10  00 

11  00 


From  Russell  parish,  - 
St.  Martin's, 

Christ  Church,  Alexandria, 
Sapony  Church,  Chesterfield, 
Christ  Church,  Richmond, 
$5,750  00  Stocks. 
62  50  Cash. 


$62  50 


$5,612  50 


On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  said  report 
be  received. 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  13th  arti- 
cle, notice  having  been  transmitted  to  the  sev- 
eral vestries  of  the  parishes  in  this  diocess  thst 
it  was  proposed  lo  amend  the  first  article  of  the 
constitution,  by  striking  out  the  word  Thursday, 
and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  word  Wed- 
nesday; on  motion  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  F.  Lee, 
it  was  Resolved,  That  the  said  article  be  so 
amended  as  to  read  thus :  *•  There  shall  be  a 
Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
in  this  sUte  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  May 
every  year ;  but  the  Convention  which  meets 
in  the  year  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Convention  may  have  power  to  appoint 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting  for  the  next  an- 
nual session.'* 

Leave  of  absence  for  to-morrow  was  granted 
to  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee  and  Mr.  Wm.  Boiling. 

The  business  of  the  Convention  was  sus- 
pmded  for  the  purpose  of  attending  divine  aer- 


▼ice.  After  tenrice,  Biabqp  Meade  took  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Jno.  B.  Breckenridge  preaented  a  cer- 
tificate of  his  appointment  aa  lay  delegate  from 
Augusta  ))arish,  m  Staunton,  and  was  admitted 
to  a  seat  in  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election, 
by  ballot,  of  a  standing  committee  of  the  church 
in  this  diocess  for  the  ensuing  year ;  where- 
upon the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elect- 
ed, viz.  : — The  Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  D.  D.,  the 
Rev.  Edward  R.  Lippit,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Jack- 
son, Mr.  John  Hoofi,  Mr.  Edmund  J.  Lee,  and 
Mr.  John  Gray. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the 
choice  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society,  which  resulted  in  the  election 
of  Mr.  John  G.  Williama,  aecretary ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Nelson,  treasurer ;  and  Rev.  £.  C. 
M*Guire,  Rev.  Henry  W.  Ducachet,  Rev. 
Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  Rev.  Wm.  Jackaon,  Rev. 
Adam  Empie,  Rev.  Wm.  F.  Lee,  Rev.  Edward 
W.  Peet,  Mr.  John  Nelson,  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Car- 
rington,  and  Mr.  Samuel  C.  Nichols,  ••  mem- 
bers of  the  executive  committee. 

The  committee  to  whom  waa  referred  the  ac- 
count of  the  treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Society 
reported.  That  they  had  examincMl  the  same,  and 
found  it  correct,  and  authenticated  by  the  proper 
vouchers ;  and  that  the  balance  in  the  treasurer's 
hands  on  the  16th  instant  amounted  to  $60  It. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  morning,  at  9  o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  19,  1832. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Wm.  F.  Lee. 

The  kight.  Rev.  Bishop  Moore,  D.  D.,  took 
the  chair. 

The  committee  on  parochial  reports  made  the 
following  report,  which  was  read  and  accepted, 
with  this  exception,  that  the  report  of  the  rector 
of  the  Monumental  Church,  Richmond,  was  re- 
stored to  its  original  condition,  viz. : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  pa- 
rochial reix)rts  have  discharged  the  task  assigned 
them,  ana  herewith  return  tne  same,  revised  and 
abridged,  for  insertion  on  the  journal : — 

Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg.  The  rector  re- 
ports, since  the  last  Convention,  one  adult  and 
ten  infant  baptisms,  nine  marriaees,  and  six  fu- 
nerals. Confirmations  fineen.  Of  the  communi- 
cants, eight  have  been  lost  by  removal  and  one  by 
death.  At  the  time  of  our  association  m  June 
last  and  soon  after,  the  church  received  an  acces- 
sion of  fifteen  new  communicants.  Our  present 
number  is  sixty-five,  of  whom  three  are  Africans. 
Our  communicants  form  three  fifths  of  our  adult 
congregation. 

It  18  proper  to  add,  that  a  female  Bible  class  has 
been  formed,  that  our  Bible,  Prayer-Book,  and 
Tract  Society  has  become  auxihary  to  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  this  diocess,  snd  that  we  have 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  parish  library,  which  con- 
tains  already  about  one  hundred  volumes,  one 
half  of  which  is  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Julia  Avery, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Bracken,  former  rector  of  the 
parish.  A.  Empii,  Rector. 

Frederick  parish,  Frederick  county.  While  the 
rector  of  this  pariah  could  wish  that  its  religkna 
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iiftte  was  much  better,  he  is  thankful  that  it  is 
not  worse.  Since  the  last  Convention  twelve 
have  been  added  to  the  communion.  Within  the 
same  period  more  than  (700  have  been  contribu- 
ted to  the  Bible  Societv,  the  Education  Society, 
the  Greek  Mission,  and  the  Colonizing  Society. 
A  donation  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  road-stock 
has  been  made  to  the  Theological  Seminary  by 
one  individual.  A  commodious  church,  recently 
cvected  in  Berryville,  was  consecrated  in  August 
list  He  hopes  to  report  to  the  next  Convention 
the  completion  of  another,  which  is  about  to  be 
elected  at  Millwood.  The  rector,  while  regretting 
to  state  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rice  has  resigned  his 
place  ss  assistant  minister  in  this  parish,  is  happy 
to  be  able  to  add,  that  the  Rev.  WilUam  Jackson, 

L^ias  been  chosen  to  supply  the  vacancVf  and 
I  entered  upon  his  charge  with  the  most  flatter- 
ing prospects.  Communicants  ninety— baptisms 
hvelve—funersils  twelve. 

Wif.  Mbadi,  Rector. 

The  veddt  of  Russell  parisfa,  Bedford  county. 
In  making  his  report  to  the  Convention,  hesitates 
what  account  to  give  of  the  state  of  his  churches. 
Daring  a  great  part  of  the  last  year  there  was 
manifested  a  dee ji  and  general  interest  in  religion, 
and  he  wss  gratified  to  perceive  a  number  of 
pioua  and  valuable  members  added  to  the  com- 
oninioiL  But,  at  present,  he  is  constrained  to  say 
(hat  this  interest  has  abated,  that  many  are  be- 
cnming  more  indifferent  to  the  claims  of  religion, 
and  he  fears  that  notwithstanding  a  very  consider- 
able accession  to  the  communion,  the  general 
i»oq>ect  befpre  him  is  rather  more  discouraging 
than  heretofore.  He  feels  himself  bound  in  this 
■lace  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  liberality  of 
us  parishioners  in  having  sulMcribed  nearly  two 
thoasand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  s  fann,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  rector  and  his  familv.  Besides 
his  services  in  Bedford  county,  he  labours  one 
fourth  of  his  time  in  the  adjacent  county  of  Bote- 
tourt, in  which  there  is  an  interesting  and  intelli- 
gent congregation,  and  in  which  an  active  clergy- 
man would  be  kindly  received  and  comfortably 
supported.  There  is  probably  no  portion  of  up- 
per Virginia  where  there  are  better  materials  for 
die  buuding  up  of  our  church.  Communicants, 
removed  twelve,  withdrawn  four,  added  forty; 
total  number  ninety-six — baptisms,  of  infants 
twenty- five,  adults  twelve— marriages  seven— one 
burial — contributiona  to  the  episcopal  fund  $12 
50.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  Rector. 

Parochial  report  from  St.  Mark's  parish,  Cul- 
pepper. Since  my  last  report,  there  have  been 
out  few  changes  in  this  parish.  I  think,  however, 
that  the  prospect  is  gradually  improving,  there 
being  in  many  persons  a  greater  anxiety  to  en- 
courage pure  and  undefileia  religion.  The  con- 
gregations are  visibly  increasing,  anjd,  1  flatter 
myself,  are  more  devout  when  attending  divine 
service.  Within  the  course  of  the  last  twelve 
months,  one  of  our  communicants  has  died  and 
five  have  been  added.  Present  number  of  com- 
mmiicants  forty.  There  have  been  baptisms, 
adults  three,  infants  twenty -one— marriages  three 
— funerals  five.  J(»hn  Woodvillb. 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg.  Nothing  of 
especial  interest  has  occurred  in  this  parish  du- 
nng  the  past  year.  It  still  bears  marks  of  a  recent 
origin,  and  requires  the  fostering  care  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

Of  the  communicants,  one  has  died,  four  have 
removed,  eleven  have  been  added,  and  the  present 
Domber  is  fifty-eight.  Funerals  twelve — mar- 
riages three— baptisms,  of  adults  one,  of  infants 


In  Gomiexion  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cobbs,  I  have 
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for  a  part  of  the  last  year  maintained  a  month 
appointment  at  St.  John's  Church,  Moore  paris 
Campbell.  The  prospects  of  this  infant  chun 
are  highly  flattering,  and  present  an  interestu 
field  of  labour  for  a  cler^man  who  will  reck( 
the  consciousness  of  domg  good  his  highest  r 
ward.  F.  G.  Smith. 

Christ  Church,  Norfolk,  Elixaheth  River  paria 
During  the  past  year  there  have  been  thirty-nii 
baptisms  (in  three  instancea  of  adulta)— «levc 
marriages — and  twenty-five  funerals — twent; 
ei>ht  have  been  confirmed.  The  present  numbi 
of  communicants  is  two  hundred  and  fifty,  < 
whom  forty-eight  have  been  received  since  tl; 
last  Convention,  that  being  the  largest  numbi 
ever  admitted  in  the  same  period  of  time  in  th 
parish.  The  rector  rejoices  to  inform  the  Coi 
vention,  that  in  conseouence  of  the  great  iucreai 
of  the  congregation  ot  Christ  Church,  it  has  \m 
come  necessary  to  establish  snother.  Messurc 
have  already  been  taken  for  that  purpose  ;  Uben 
subscriptions  raised,  and  a  vestry  chosen ;  and  i 
is  confidently  hoped  that  a  very  respectable  an 
encouraging  bociy  of  worshippers  will  soon  b 
gathered  in  the  old  building  formerly  occupied  b 
the  Episcopalians  of  Norfolk,  and  which  is  noi 
designed  and  set  apart,  by  the  name  of  St.  Paul 
Church,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  new  cot 
gregation.  In  other  respects  the  condition  ( 
Christ  Church  has  undergone  no  change. 

Hknrt  w.  DucAGHiCT,  Rector. 

Abingdon  and  Ware  parishes,  Gloucester.  Th 
minister  of  these  perishes  reports,  that  during  th 
past  year  there  have  been  ten  baptisms  and  eigb 
funerals — two  of  the  communicants  have  died,  am 
seven  new  members  have  been  added.  The  prei 
ent  number  of  communicants  is  twenty-nine.  Th 
Female  Education  Society  continues  to  contribut 
its  annual  aid  to  the  friends  of  the  parent  society 

JlfO.   COLB. 

Report  of  Lexington  parish,  Amherst  count; 
and  of  Nelson  parish.  Nelson  county.  My  time,  a 
heretofore,  has  been  devoted  to  the  three  churche 
in  Amherst,  and  to  the  church  in  Nelson,  wit] 
occasional  visits  to  Buckingham. 

The  work  of  the  Lord  has  not  prospered  so  ex 
tensively  during  the  last  twelve  months  as  u 
times  preceding,  and  yet  there  is  not  wanting  evi 
dence  that  souls  have  been  bom  to  God.  Th 
whole  number  added  in  the  diflerent  churches  i 
ten.  In  addition  to  the  exercises  oi  the- Sabbat] 
School,  the  children  in  the  different  congregation 
have  been  statedly  instructed  in  the  church  cate 
chism.  Besides  the  auxiliary  Education  Society 
the  ladies  in  the  vicinity  of  New-Glasgow  havi 
formed  an  association  to  raise  funds  by  their  owi 
work  for  the  cause  of  missions.  The  good  effec 
of  temperance  societies  has  been  observed  an 
acknowledged  by  all. 

Marriages  five— funerals  six — baptisms  fouf 
The  whole  number  of  conununicants  eighty-one 

CllARLBS  H.  PaOB. 

St.  Paul's  parish.  King  George  county.  Tlu 
rector  reports,  that  since  the  last  Convention  thi 
spiritual  condition  of  this  parish  has  been  gradual 
ly  improving.  Within  tne  last  two  months  i 
Missionary  Society  has  been  organized.  A  parisl 
library  has  been  commenced,  from  which  it  ii 
hopea  much  good  will  result.  Eight  persom 
have  been  added  to  the  communion,  ana  man^ 
others  are  anxiously  inquiring  what  they  must  d< 
to  be  saved.  Four  have  removed  from  the  parisl 
during  the  last  year— one  died— baptisms  eight- 
one  marriage — funerals  five — present  number  o 
communicants  thirty-two. 

Zachabiah  H.  Goldsmith. 

Bnmswick  parish.    There  hare  been  no  accet 


eoNTEirnoH  or  isai 

IE  Ihe  1  iIdm,  *i^  hM  not  ret  been  iblfl  to  aKsrUin  Ow 


„. i»hH.  Gt__.    . 

The  rectoi  of  ihe  MonaiQRiiUl  Church  in  the 
city  of  Rkbrnond  repOfW  Lo  the  Conienlion,  thai 
Ihe  Blato  of  hu  congrogstion  contiiiues  to  be  Tery 

■hip  ura  very' numennn.ujd  thu  since  hia  renort 

to  the  conununiuti.    The  btpliamswichin  thelut 

cuila  one  hundred  and  seietiiy-iwa.  Owing  to 
the  indiipOMIion  ul  the  Her,  Leotiidu  Polk,  who 
wai  engBg^  m  »n  aMiitant  minuiler  to  the  rec- 

inghii  ■ituslion  ind  ciDUuig  the  Ailantic  for  tlie 


bw  roiniUrT  in  Kictunond.  a  ■ 
ardent  piety  and  devotion  to  his 
wilb  irgnt  of  no  orlltiDr;  chan 
lor  vraa  obliged  to  accept  hii 
(ituation  which  was  filled  by  M 
cnptad  by  the  Rer.  Joacph  H. 
been  well  leceiied  by  the  congn 


,f  Ihe  n 


lerod  happy,  peacefu 


iniiig  of  the  reclor'i 
and  comfonsble. 


8t.  John',  parii 
burg,  the  other  ii 


lUoicutta.    One  bapttiia  ■ 

GBtechetiCKl  cUia  ha*  been  fonned,  with  mora 
than  twenty  membera.  It  la  expected  a  naal  and 
nxmaadioua  chnich  wiU  ba  erected  in  Ibe  toWDnf 
Smithfiald  during  the  enauing  auminer. 

CB^rLIH  S.  HiDOU. 

Chiiit  Church.  Richinor>d.  Baptiama  fifteen 
(two  adulu)— funetala  twenty-three— mama (ra 
twelve.  Addition!  to  thecommoniiHllwenly-oiiB. 
Of  the  communicants,  one  haa  die<l.  at>d  three 
have  remored ;  praaeni  number  auly.  Coiin- 
bu'liona  to  Hianonary  Society  $30— to  Ihe  £p>- 
cop«lFund»ll.  Wa.  F.  Lib. 

St.  Anne'a  periih,  Albemarle.  The  leclor  hM 
[he  pleaeure  of  making  a  rery  favourable  iqort 
respecting  Ihe  progieaa  of  religion  within  Ihe 
i'  limits  of  hia  labour  during  the  peat  yew.  The 
{  church  lo  which  el  III  aion  wa*  made  in  the  laatre- 

E rt  IB  nearly  finithed.  and  ii  a  very  neil  aad 
jutifnl  edifice.  Our  corgregmtiona  heve  in- 
'  I  crroiK^  very  much,  and  arc  more  aenooa  and  tt- 
'  tenUve,    The  rector  haa  a'         -  ■ 

"Yalher'a  Churcl 

lie  pwiah.    AdL..  ...  

t  ten— marrisges  two — fanetidiae 


St.  John's  Church,  Henrico  panah.  Richmond. 

The  lectot  of  thia  paiiah  reports,  that  the  genenl 
chbrge  i*  not  ;trratly  changed 


le  country,  about  eight  m 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Moraa,  of-  Ohio,  has  for  eeveral 
yean  rendered  mo«t  acceptable  and  efficient  eer 
Tices,  though  Decewarily  only  occaaional,  to  botb 
coiigregatiofii. 

Since  my  resignation  of  Ilie  pariah  of  Wheeling 
thia  spring,  1  have  taken  charjie  of  that  at  Wetls 
burg.     Mr.  M.  now  onirmtea  lur  the  country  con 

K gallon  more  frequently.  There  ate  about  lony 
:  coinmunicanls.  A  iiunday  iichoal  has  jusi 
been  organizpil.  The  proapecls  of  the  pariah 
generally  are  eiicouraginf- 


lay 


The  ReT.  Wm.  Armalrong,  of  Marylan 

"   J  It  upon  llio  condition  of  a  ah 
'tng,  and  will  prubalily  soon  bi 


this  psnsh  ia  gradually  me reasing.     ThepresenI 

twelve  have  bern  added  since  ifie  last  Conven 
lion.  The  bsplisnis  during  Itie  satiie  time  hiv» 
been  eleven,  of  whom  eii  were  aduhs,  and  tiv( 
children.  Marriages  four— funerals  four — Sundaj 
Schools  two.  Chirlis  Dbcsikr.  Rector. 

Camden  parish,  Pitlsylvsiiia  county.  This  par 
iah,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  half  a  century.  ha>  i 
lately  been  leorganiied.  Since  the  last  Conven 
tion  s  small  church  haa  been  completed,  which  is 
now  ready  tor  consecistion.  The  servicea  of  • 
loeidenl  clergymiui  are  still  earnestly  deaired.  and 


a  faithful  and  enlighten 


Thepr 


ofcc 


iptisma  si>— one  funeral. 
Cm.kles  Diesser. 
lo  of  Wight,  and  St.  John' 


iwport  parinh. 

leraood.    The  Biuii 

took  charge  of  thwe  penahea  about 


rendition  of  hla  ch»rge  is  not  greatly „ 

since  Ihe  last  ConvenhOil,  Death  has  made  H 
DUB  inroads  on  the  eongregalim,  but  others  have 
■nsen  lo  stand  in  the  places  of  the  departed.  The 
Bible  class,  the  lectures,  and  Sunday  School  are 
still  sustained,  as  they  always  haveboen,  aithouffa 
not  heretofore  noticed  in  his  reports.  The  nuin- 
ber  of  the  communicants  hss  been  increased  tbe 
last  yesr  by  eight  arcessions,  making  thirty  in  all. 


the  commencement  of  the  preeent  year.  He  haa 
under  his  charge  three  congregations. 

Through  the  spirited  eienioiis  of  aome  of  the 
members  of  the  church,  one  chureh  has  recenll/ 

enl  edihce  [or  public  worship.  The  other  two 
churches  sra  in  a  stale  of  decay,  and  r«)uire  very 
considerable  repsirs  to  render  ibem  commodiooi 
for  thr  purposes  of  public  worship. 

A  Hible  class  hss  been  formed  in  Christ  Chanh 
'         '        '  '         0  parishes  four  Sun- 


.k.thrc( 


iniUes 


D I  plums  m 

""      ECHlil 

St.  Margaret's  pariah.  Caroline  c 
ay  delegates  from  this  parish  repoi 


I'hey  reel  pleased  also  in  reporting,  that,  not- 
withstanding this  long  vacancy,  there  is  an  m- 
creasing  interest  felt  in  Ihe  cause  of  the  choicta. 

Since  the  last  report,  mpectabie  members  of 
the  congregation  and  faithful  followera  of  the  Lotd 
have  departed  this  hie :  eevenl  have  baeo  mUa^ 
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%Kfing  the  nnmber  of  commmiicaiiU  about  the 
Mine  as  when  lut  reported. 

G«o.  F.  Thorntom. 
Addison  F.  Thornton. 

St  George's  Church,  Fredericksburg.  The 
minister  of  this  church  has  the  happiness  of  re- 
porting the  prosperous  state  of  his  pastoral  charge. 

The  grace  of  God  has  been  extended  to  us  in 
An  unusual  measure  throush  the  past  year. 

Subsequent  to  the  period  of  the  Convention  in 
Norfolk,  there  was  a  manifest  increase  of  religious 
iensibihty  among  us.  An  unusual  solemnity  per- 
vaded our  places  of  worship,  while  the  welfare 
of  the  soul  oecame  the  absoroing  theme  of  medi- 
tation and  contersation  with  an  unusual  number. 
The  good  seed  which  had  long  bieen  sown  in  re- 
faictant  hearts  began  to  spring,  up.  One  and  an- 
other evinced  deep  concern,  giving  vent  to  feel- 
ings which  had  been  long,  more  or  less,  restrained. 
Ooeasions  of  religious  worship  were  now  ea^rlv 
ionght,  every  place  of  meeting  was  speedily  hllea, 
pfesenting  cnlen  scenes  of  subdued  but  deep  spirit- 
ual distress,  mingled  with  those  of  calm  but  rap- 
turous delight  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  result  of  this  visitation  of  mercy  has  been, 
ta  we  believe,  the  radical  conversion  of  upwards 
of  eighty  individuals.  Of  these.  Bishop  Meade 
confirmed  seventy-five  in  Septeifiber  last— more 
than  fiAy  of  whom  united  for  me  first  time  in  com- 
memorating the  death  of  their  Saviour.  Since  that 
period  about  thirty  more  have  been  admitted  to  the 
Ddy  communion,  making  the  whole  amount  of 
incTeaae  since  the  last  Convention  about  eighty- 
five  members. 

A  great  blessing  has  this  merciful  visitation 
bMn  to  as.  It  has  added  much  to  the  influence 
of  true  religion.  Our  congregations  have  in- 
cr^sed,  a  fresh  impulse  has  been  given  to  the 
Activity  of  members,  and  the  fhiits  of  faith  have 
been  realized  in  holy  living  and  in  all  the  deeds  of 
practical  benevolence  and  Christian  charity. 

The  several  parochial  associations  reported  to 
the  last  Convention  still  continue  in  a  prosperous 
state.  Our  Sunday  Schools,  Bible  classes,  Prayer- 
Book  and  Tract  Society,  Education  Society,  and 
BCissionary  Societies,  are  well  sustained  and  emi- 
nently useful.  Baptisms  forty  six  (thirteen  adults) 
^marriages  five — funerals  twenty-four — commu- 
nicants one  hundred  and  eighty-eight — twenty-two 
lost  by  death  and  removal 

Edward  C.  M*Guirb. 

St.  Anne's  and  South  Famham  parishes,  Essex 
county.  The  rector  reports  a  gradual  improve- 
ment of  the  congregations  under  his  care.  The 
mimbers  who  attend  upon  the  services  of  the 
sanctuary  are  increasing ;  some  appear  to  feel  the 
word,  and  a  few  have  taken  upon  themselves  the 
^ows  of  the  Lord  by  a  pubhc  profession  of  his 
most  holy  religion. 

The  Bible  classes  heretofore  noticed  still  exist ; 
as  does  the  Sunday  School,  to  which  has  just 
been  added  a  Saturday  School ;  something  is  also 
being  done  for  the  Missionary  and  Education 
Societies. 

St.  Mary's  parish.  Port  Royal,  Caroline  county. 
At  this  place  the  rector  of  St.  Anne*s  and  South 
Famham  has  been  preaching  twice  a  month  for 
aome  time  past  with  much  encouragement.  The 
congregation  is  growing,  and  measures  have  been 
taken  to  erect  a  church.  Communicants  removed 
into  another  parish  two— added  eighteen,  of  whom 
twelve  only  were  new  communicants — present 
number  sixty-three — baptisms,  three  of  which 
were  of  adults,  thirty-two — marriages  ten— burials 
five.  John  P.  M'Gdiri,  Rector. 

•  The  rector  of  Hamilton  and  Leeds  parishes, 
FiKuiQier,  rspoits,  that  no  iwj  striking  change 
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has  taken,  place  in  thaee  parishes  since  the  lai 
Convention.  The  congregations  in  both  are  gee 
erally  good,  and  often,  especially  in  the  formei 
very  full.  The  number  of  communicants  has  re 
ceived  some  increase.  Communicants  in  boti 
parishes  about  sixty — baptisms  twenty — ftineral 
eight — marriages  nineteen.       Gkorob  Lemon. 

Christ  Church,  Winchester.  The  rector  n 
ports  the  gradual  improvement  of  Ui%  congrega 
tion  under  his  charge.  All  the  charitable  and  be 
nevolent  objects  of  the  day  have  received  increas 
ed  attention  and  support  Upwards  of  three  ktm 
dred  and  fifty  dollars  have  been  collected  for  ob 
iects  connected  with  religion,  exclusive  of  a  ver 
liberal  contribution  towards  building  a  new  churcl 
a  few  miles  from  Winchester. 

I'here  have  been  sixteen  members  added  to  th< 
communion,  two  of  whom  were  formeriy  connect 
ed  with  the  church  in  Winchester,  but  for  som< 
years  had  separated  themselves  from  her  conunu 
nion. 

One  member  has  died  and  three  have  removed 
leaving  the  present  number  of  communicanti 
ninety-five — baotisms  sixteen,  of  whom  six  wen 
adults — funeraw  fourteen — marriages  six. 

The  church  at  Mill  Creek  continues  to  be  wel 
attended,  and  the  congregation  appears  to  be  mon 
concerned  on  the  subject  of  reUgion  than  at  an] 
former  period.  The  numt)er  of  communicants  ii 
thirty-nine — ^four  added. 

J.  E.  Jackson,  Rector. 

St.  Paul's  Church,  Suflfolk.  No  remarkabh 
change  has  taken  place  in  this  church  since  mj 
last  report.  One  communicant  has  removed  anc 
one  has  been  added  to  the  church ;  the  preachec 
word  is  seriously  attended  to ;  the  responses  an 
more  regular  and  more  animated.  Communicanti 
twenty-two— baptisms  nine — funerals  seven— mar 
riages  five.  Jacob  Kebli no. 

Portsmouth,  Va.,  May  12th,  1832.  Last  Januar] 
I  declined  my  ministerial  labours  in  Lynnhavei 
parish :  since  that  time  it  has  been  without  a  min 
ister.  One  gentleman  has  expressed  a  willingnesi 
to  board  a  clergyman,  and,  he  believes,  two  oi 
three  hundred  doiiars  may  be  obtained  by  sub 
scription,  which  would  secure  the  maintenance  o 
one  whose  demands  are  not  great.  The  numbo 
of  communicants  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascer 
tain  exactly.    I  believe  there  are  about  ten. 

I  have  devv  ted  more  time  and  attention  to  Deej 
Creek  this  year  than  I  did  last,  and,  althoogt 
there  is  no  great  manifestation  of  good,  yet  I  per 
ceive  an  increased  attention  to  the  word,  and  havi 
reason  to  believe  that  it  has  had  some  very  gooc 
effect.  Baptized  two — funerals  four— one  mar 
riage.  Ira  Parkbs. 

St.  James's  parish,  Northam,  Goochland.  Ii 
reporting  the  accession  of  four  members  to  thi 
c(»nmunion  since  the  last  Convention,  the  minis 
ter  of  this  parish  has  to  regret  that  in  the  genera 
aspect  of  nis  charge  there  has  been  so  little  U 
cheer  his  heart,  or  to  animate  his  hopes.  In  ad 
dition  to  the  stated  services  in  this  church,  ihi 
minister  has  officiated  regulariy  one  Sunday  ii 
the  month  in  Sapony  Church,  Chesterfield  county 
and  one  Sunday  in  the  month  in  Cartersville 
Cumberlt^nd  county,  where  there  is  a  growin( 
attachment  to  the  services  of  our  church,  am 
a  strong  desire  manifl^ted  to  have  them  continued 
Two  of  the  commumcants  last  reported  have  beei 
removed,  one  by  death,  and  the  other  to  anothe 
diocess.  Ten  dollars  have  been  contributed  in  aii 
of  the  Bishops'  Fund,  and  ten  to  the  Educatioi 
Society.  Baptisms  six,  two  of  whom  were  adult 
— funerals  two — marriages  three. 

.  Jambs  Douohin. 

Bristol  pariifa,  Pctanborg.    I  have  nothiDf  ii 
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tetesting  to  report  concerning  the  ttate  of  thii 
parish  aince  last  Convention.  I  cannot  conscien- 
tiously declare  that  there  is  any  improvement, 
either  in  the  ordinary  attendance  of  the  congrega- 
tion, or  in  the  participation  of  the  more  solemn 
ordinances  of  the  church ;  and  yet  I  would  be  un- 
willing to  hint  that  there  is  a  falling  off  in  any  of 
these  respects,  although  appearances  are  not  alto- 

Ether  so  favourable  as  might  be  wished.    There 
▼e  been,  aince  last  Convention,  eight  marriages, 
thirteen  baptisms,  and  twenty  deaths. 

Andbkw  Sthb. 

Hungar's  parish,  Northampton,  Va.  Baptisms 
twenty-five— marriages  four— funerals  six — com- 
municants, three  added  since  last  report ;  present 
number  thirty.  A  Temperance  Society  of^  ninety 
■lembers.  S.  S.  Guntkr,  Rector. 

St.  John's  Church,  Hampton,  Elizabeth  Citv 
pariah.  Since  the  last  report,  four  have  been  ad- 
ded to  the  number  of  communicants  and  two  have 
removed.  There  are  but  few  in  this  parish  who 
ajre  decidedly  attached  to  our  communion.  Still 
the  prospect  is  encouraging.  At  Old  Point  the 
congregation  has  considerably  increased,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  augmentation  of  the  military  force. 
There  is  at  this  time  preparing,  under  the  imme- 
diate direction  of  the  commandant  of  the  post,  a 
■pacious  and  convenient  place  for  worship,  in 
which  the  exercises  of  our  church  are  to  be  con- 
ducted. A  Bible  class  of  eighteen  non-commis- 
aioned  officers  and  privates  assemble  once  in  each 
week,  and  the  weekly  lectures  still  elicit  atten- 
tion. The  Sunday  School,  conducted  upon  the 
principles  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Sunday 
Dchool  Union,  numbering  ten  teachers,  forty -four 
boys,  and  thirty-two  girls,  and  which  is  opened 
twice  on  each  Lord's  day,  continues  to  flourish. 
Marriages  nine— baptisms  twenty-one — communi- 
cants twenty-four-— burials  seventeen. 

Mark  L.  Chrvbrs, 
Rector  of  St.  John's,  Hampton. 

Cumberland  parish,  Lunenburg  county.  The 
rector  of  this  parish  would  state,  that  he  took 
charge  of  it  in  October  last ;  since  which  tune  he 
has  preached  statedly  at  St.  John's  Church  and 
at  the  courthouse.  Within  a  few  miles  of  the  lat- 
ter place,  a  neat  and  commodious  brick  church  is 
about  to  be  erected.  At  St.  John's  a  Sunday 
School  and  Bible  class  were  established  last  fall. 
A  few  have  united  in  the  formation  of  a  Mission- 
ary Society,  auxiUary  to  the  General  Missionary 
Society  of  the  church.  Three  communicants 
have  been  added  and  two  have  removed,  making 
the  present  number  twelve — one  marriage — fiiner- 
als  three — infant  baptisms  three. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  that  the  masters  of 
some  four  or  five  plantations  are  in  the  habit  of 
giving  their  servants  a  part  of  one  day  in  every 
week  to  attend  preaching.  By  the  trifling  loss 
thus  sustained,  they  prove  to  their  servants  that 
the  interest  which  they  profess  to  feel  for  their 
spiritual  welfare  is  real.  Much  good  has  already 
resulted  firom  my  labours  among  them:  six  or 
seven  give  hopeful  evidence  of  conversion. 

Charlks  C.  Taliafirro. 

Trinity  Church,  Portsmouth  parish.  The  rec- 
tor is  happy  in  being  able  to  report,  that  the  con- 
gregation under  his  charge  is  gradually  improving. 
The  attendance  at  church  is  more  full  and  regu- 
lar, and  an  increasing  interest  in  the  services  is 
manifest.  The  result  has  been  an  addition  of  nine 
persons  to  the  number  of  the  communicants,  three 
by  communing  for  the  first  time,  and  six  by  re- 
moving into  the  pariah.  One  has  been  suspended, 
sod,  in  consequence  of  that  act  of  discipUne,  has 
MR  the  congregation.  The  societies,  as  last  re- 
ported, are  stfll  in  ezisteiice,  but  are  £u  from 


being  in  that  flourishing  state  in  whkh  it  is  so  d» 
sirable  to  see  all  such  institutions. 

The  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  parish  are  in  a 
somewhat  better  state  than  they  were  at  the  last 
Convention.  A  few  bdies  of  the  congrmtion, 
by  small  monthly  contributions,  have  nearly  paid 
a  debt  for  plastermg  the  church  of  upwards ot  9500. 

The  present  number  o(  families  in  the  congre- 
gation la  sixty.  Marriages  five — baptisms  twelve 
— conununicants  thirty-seven — burisJs  twenty -six. 

J.  H.  WiNorxELD,  Rector. 

St.  Andrew's  parish,  Brunswick  county,  and 
Bath  parish,  Dinwiddie  county.  The  dispersed 
ccmdition  of  the  members  of  nis  flock  renders  it 
impracticable  to  the  rector  of  these  parishes  to 
fulfil  his  pastoral  duties  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  himself.  A  lamentable  coldness  at  present  ex* 
ists  in  his  coi^n^tioos ;  but  he  would  tske  en- 
couragement, from  the  advancement  in  spiritual 
life  which  some  few  exhiUt,  to  hope  that  a  Imgfai* 
er  day  will  soon  dawn  upon  us.  The  few  fematei 
who  have  heretofore  formed  the  Auxiliary  Edn* 
cation  Society,  have  persevered  with  nnahated 
zeal  and  witn  encouraging  success:  and  sons 
promising  measures  are  at  this  time  in  progress 
tor  the  formation  of  a  missionary  association  in 
each  parish. 

The  present  number  of  coimnonicants  in  both 
parishes  is  forty-five.  Of  these,  nine  have  been 
added  within  the  past  year,  one  of  whom  is  a 
coloured  man ;  two  nave  removed,  one  has  dejMUt- 
ed  in  peace  and  triumph  to  the  church  above,  one 
has  withdrawn,  and  two  have  been  transferred  to 
an  adjoining  parish,  in  which  they  reside.  Then 
have  been  twelve  persons  b^tised,  one  of  them 
an  adult,  five  white  and  six  coloured  children— 
funerals  nine — marriages  four. 

JOBM  ORAMmR,  Jr. 

Hanover  parish.  King  George  county.  There 
had  been  no  episcopal  services  in  this  parish  until 
about  two  years  ago  (but  for  a  few  months),  since 
the  revival  of  the  church  in  this  diocess.  A  con- 
gregation has  been  organized  and  a  vestry  elected. 
At  first  there  was  an  ignorance  of  our  hturgyi 
and  a  preiudice  against  it;  but,  bj  distnbuting 
prayer-books,  we  have  been  enabled  to  make  the 
people  better  acauainted  with  it,  and  the  prejudi- 
ces are  now  gradually  subsiding.  Baptisms  eight 
—marriages  eleven — funerals  four. 

J.  Claphah. 

The  prospects  of  the  church  in  St.  James's  par- 
ish,  Mecklenburg,  are  more  promising  than  when 
last  reported.  There  have  been  five  additions  to 
our  communion,  making^  the  whole  number  of 
communicants  in  the  pansh  forty-two.  Baptisms 
twenty — funerals  seven — marriages  eight. 

WiLLUM  Stbrl,  Rector. 

St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa.  No 
material  change  has  occurred  in  this  parish  aince 
our  last  report.  The  new  church  mentioned  then 
as  nearly  completed,  is  now  ready  for  consecra- 
tion. Our  several  benevolent  institutions  are  still 
in  operation.  During  the  past  year  the  rector  ex- 
tenacd  his  labours,  as  often  as  practicable,  to  the 
congregations  in  Caroline,  Spotsylvania,  Louisa, 
and  the  lower  part  of  Hanover,  all  of  which  are 
anxious  to  obtain  the  regular  services  of  a  minis- 
ter. We  have  lost  by  deaths  and  removals  thir- 
teen communicants,  six  have  been  added,  total 
fifty-nine — marriages  six — baptisms  eight — fiuMf- 
als  eighteen.  John  Cookb. 

St.  Andrew's  parish,  Jefferson  county.  The 
rector  reports,  that  though  he  perceives  many  cau- 
ses for  humiliation  when  considering  the  state  of 
hia  parish,  he  nevertheless  is  slso  reminded  of 
some  for  encouragement  and  thankinliMss.  A 
goodly  number  of  those  who  wtn  cbhAmb  aad 
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inpenitent,  enedally  among  the  joang,  have  re- 
ceotlf  joined  the  coinmuni<»i. 

Bible  claMes  and  Sunday  Schools  are  attached 
to  both  the  churches  fornuDg  this  parish ;  so  also 
•re  Missionary  and  Education  Societies.  The 
whole  number  of  communicants  one  hundred  and 
fifteen,  burials  six.  Contributions  to  benevolent 
ob|ecUtl53.  Alexandeb  Jones. 

Kanawha  parish,  Kanawha  county.  This  par- 
ish, jtievious  to  last  October,  had  been  wiUiout  a 
miniater  for  abont  six  years.  In  Charlestown  we 
have  no  house  of  worship :  but,  on  my  arrival, 
the  Methodist  church  was  kindly  offered  for  our 
accommodation.  In  the  country  there  i»  a  small 
brick  edifice  called  Bangor  Church.  When  I 
came  to  this  place  there  were  twenty-four  com- 
mnnicaniSL  Since  that  time  one  has  removed, 
finrhave  come  into  the  parish,  and  three  have 
been  added,  making  the  present  number  thirty. 
Marriagee  two — funerals  three — baptisms,  one 
■dnit  and  six  infants. 

I  have  visited  Lewisburg,  Greenbrier  county, 
twice,  and  baptized  one  person,  an  adult.  There 
MB  in  this  place  several  warm  friends  of  the 
chnrch,  and  a  few  are  anxious  to  join  the  commu- 
nion. Fbbdbbick  D.  Goodwin. 

St.  PanPs  Church,  Alexandria.  The  rector  of 
this  church  states,  with  gratitude  to  Almighty 
God,  that  the  anticipation  of  a  blessing  on  his 
congregation,  expressed  in  his  last  report,  has  been 
in  a  great  degree  realized.  As  might  be  expected, 
■D  increase  of  vital  godliness  has  given  an  impulse 
to  oor  temporal  concerns.  During  the  past  year, 
upwards  or  eight  hundred  dollars  have  b^en  ex- 
pended on  the  church  edifice.  A  comfortable  par- 
sonage will  soon  be  completed.  Our  Sunday 
Schools,  containing  two  nundred  scholars,  and 
oor  Monday  or  sewing  school,  are  well  supported. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  have  been  remitted 
to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Missionary  Society, 
wd  a  box  of  articles,  worth  about  fortv  dollars, 
aent  to  oor  missionaries  in  Greece.  Thirty  dol- 
lars have  been  paid  to  the  Education  Society,  be- 
ades  free  contributions  to  other  societies  of  a  gen- 
eral nature. 

The  following  statistics  show  the  fruits  of  the 
past  year,  and  the  present  state  of  his  charge, 
viz. : — Marriages  four— funerals  twenty -one — bap- 
tisms, five  adults  and  twenty-two  children,  total 
twenty-seven — confirmed  forty-seven— added  to 
the  communion  thirty— ten  have  been  removed  by 
death  and  change  of  residence.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  communicants  is  one  hundred  and  fifty,  a 
less  namber  than  was  heretofore  reported,  though 
the  additions  have  been  considerable,  which  can 
be  accounted  for  only  by  mistakes  in  reports  of 
procedmg  jean.  Wm.  Jackson,  Rector. 

The  missionary  employed  by  the  Ladies'  Mission- 
ary Society  of  Richmond  would  report,  that,  since 
hm  has  been  engaged  in  their  service,  he  has  ofiicia- 
ted  once  in  each  month  at  the  church  in  Char- 
lottesville. And  in  consequence  of  a  polite  invita- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  faculty,  ho  has  also 
preached  as  often  as  his  other  engagements  would 
permit  at  the  Rotunda  of  the  University.  A 
prayer-meeting  is  regularly  held  and  attended  by 
several  of  the  students,  and  recently,  too,  a  Tem- 
perance Society  has  been  formed,  <x  which  more 
than  sixty  have  beoxne  members.  Besides  at- 
tending at  these  two  places,  he  has  performed 
fluaaionary  duties  in  the  counties  of  Albemarle, 
Nelson,  Amherst,  and  Buckingham ;  but  to  what 
extent  his  labours  have  been  blessed  is  known  only 
to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  J.  S.  Swift. 

Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  Fairfax  parish.   The 
lector  repoK^,  that  forty-three  communicants  have 
sdM  to  the  Uiit  from  which  the  report  of  the 


last  year  was  drawn  out,  composed  of  individoi 
received  from  other  churches  by  removals  to  tt 
city,  a  few  membere  not  before  reported,  and 
much  larger  number  of  new  c(Mnmunicants.  I 
also  reports  that  his  church  has,  on  every  Sabba 
for  some  time  past,  presented  a  most  encooragii 
appearance. 

it  is  in  contemplation,  immediately  after  t] 
Convention,  to  repair  the  church  building  the 
oughly.  Commnmcants  reported  last  year  eight 
seven,  received  this  year  forty-three,  total  oi 
hundred  and  thirty— tapcisnis,  two  adolta,  eig 
children,  total  ten— bohals  eight— marriages  fov 

Chabues  Manm. 

The  Rev.  John  P.  M'Guire  offered  the  folloi 
ing  resolution,  which  was  adopted  by  a  unaj 
imous  vote. 

Resolved,  That  the  bishop  of  this  diocess  I 
requested  to  recommend  some  early  day  as 
day  of  humiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer,  for  tl 
purpose  of  making  a  public  confession  of  ot 
sins,  and  of  seeking  to  turn  away  fi-om  us  tt 
just  judgments  of  the  Almighty. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Bassett,  jr.  offered  the  followin 
resolution,  which  was  also  adopted  by  a  unai 
imous  vote. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  th 
cieTgy  and  laity  of  this  diocess,  to  make  tli 
week  previous  to  the  annual  meeting  of  th 
Convention  a  special  season  of  thanksgivin 
and  praise  to  God,  for  his  mercies  in  times  pai 
on  such  occasions,  and  of  prayer  and  supplici 
tion  for  the  continuance,  increase,  and  efficacioa 
outpouring  of  his  Holy  Spirit  to  the  conversio 
of  sinners,  edification  of  Christians,  and  buildin 
up  of  his  holy  church. 

The  business  of  the  Convention  was  sui 
pended  for  the  purpose  of  attending  divin 
service. 

After  service,  Bishop  Moore  retired,  an 
Bishop  Meade  took  the  chair. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Empie,  from  the  committee  o 
the  state  of  the  church,  made  the  following  r« 
port,  which  was  read  and  received : — 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  chureh  be 
leave  to  report,  that  it  appears  from  the  episcc^ 
and  parochial  reports  presented  to  this  Convei 
tion, that  the  cause  of  religicm  in  general,  and  o 
the  church  in  particular,  continues  to  gathc 
strength  in  the  majority  of  our  parishes,  and  thu 
to  furnish  evidence  that  the  blearing  of  Almight 
God  is  still  vouchsafed  to  the  labours  of  our  min 
istry  and  the  ordinances  of  our  Zion.  In  som 
of  our  parishes  this  blessing  seems  to  have  bee 
poured  out  in  a  most  unusual  measure,  and  t 
have  produced,  in  turning  many,  very  many  sii 
ners  from  darkness  to  light,  nch  and  abundan 
fruit  indeed.  To  our  God  and  Father  in  Chrii 
Jesus  be  rendered  thanksgiving  and  praise. 

The  most  efiicient  means,  under  the  influenc 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  generating  these  most  d( 
sirable  results,  has  been  the  holding  of  clerici 
associations,  with  a  view  to  engage  the  people  o 
the  parishes  in  which  they  were  held  in  the  pul 
lie  worship  of  God,  and  in  solenm  and  devou 
meditation  on  the  words  of  eternal  life,  for  two  c 
more  days  in  succession.  With  the  character  o 
these  associations,  as  conducted  in  the  Episcopi 
Church  of  Virginia,  the  members  of  this  Convei 
tion  sre  famUiar;  and  to  such  associations  ov 
venerable  bishop  gave,  in  his  address  to  our  lai 
CoQventioD,  hia  fall  approval  and  itroog  xecflii 
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mendation — an  approral  and  recogBtmMDdation 
which  your  commiUee  desire  to  recall  and  reim> 
press  on  this  Coavention,  not  doubting  that  such 
meetings,  if  gOTemed,  as  in  times  past,  by  a  sound 
and  enhghtened  zeal,  will  be  attenaed  and  followed 
by  a  great  and  abiding  blessing  from  God. 

And  here  your  ccunmittee  cannot  forbear  ex- 
inessing  their  earnest  hope,  with  fervent  orayer  to 
the  Fountain  of  all  wisdcnn  and  grace,  that  such 
a  seal  may  ever  characterize  the  religious  exer- 
cises of  our  church,  and  preserve  her  members, 
both  clerical  and  lay,  from  adopting  means  to  pro- 
duce a  spurious  excitement,  and  3rielding  to  its 
pernicious  influence.  Any  excitement  but  that 
which  is  produced  by  the  word  of  divine  truth, 
properly  expounded  and  applied  to  the  heart  by 
Gog's  Holy  Spirit,  must  be  false  and  deceptive, 
and  eventuate  in  consequences  fatal  to  the  mter- 
ests  of  vital  godliness.  Let  then  the  ministers  of 
our  church  adhere  tP  the  great  apostoUc  means 
of  promoting  the  salvation  of  men,  ever  preaching 
**  repentance  towards  God  and  faith  towards  our 
^rd  Jesus  Christ,"  firmly  and  determinately  re- 
•olve  to  abstain  from  the  idoption  of  all  equivocal 
expedients  for  multiplying  the  number  of  their 
ieommunicants,  lest,  m  so  doing,  a  mcnnentary 
exultation  be  followed  by  deep  and  long-abidins; 
shame  and  injury  to  the  church ;  and  lest  scof- 
fers and  ainners  in  general  be  confirmed  in 
^heir  blindness  of  mind,  hardness  of  heart,  and 
."  contempt  of  God's  word  and  commandment.** 
In  making  these  cautionai^  remarks,  your  com- 
mittee are  happy  in  knowmg  that  they  are  sus- 
tained in  their  sentiments  by  many  wise  and  in- 
telligent Christians  of  6ther  denominations,  whose 
warning  voice  against  the  excesses  and  machinery 
of  fanaticism  has  been  already  and  strongly  heard 
from  almost  every  quarter  of  our  country.  Your 
committee  trust  their  remarks  will  not  be  misun- 
derstood, or  considered  as  proceeding  from  any 
other  motive  than  a  sincere  aesire  to  preserve  un- 
imoaired  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints, 
ana  advance  the  spiritual  and  everlasting  welfare 
of  their  fellow-men. 

The  committee  beg  leave  respectfully  to  remmd 
|he  clergy  of  the  importance  of  a  full  and  frequent 
.exposition  of  the  distinctive  features  of  the  Gen- 
eral Convention,  according  to  the  22d  canon  of 
our  church,  that  our  membfirs  may  be  able  to  say 
why  she  is  worthy  of  the  reverence  and  love  of 
mankind,  and  repel  the  objections  so  often  made 
against  our  ecclesiastical  polity  and  mode  of  wor- 
ship. In  too  manv  instances  (there  is  reason  to 
fear),  the  feeling  that  retains  our  members  in  the 
bosom  of  the  church,  is  nothing  more  than  a  per- 
^nal  attachment  to  some  one  of  her  ministers, 
who,  as  the  instrument  of  their  conversion,  or  for 
aome  other  cause,  is  regarded  with  pecuUar  love 
and  affection.  This  ought  not  so  to  be.  Our 
members  should  be  bound  to  the  church,  not  by 
mere  personal  regards,  but  by  a  deep  conviction 
of  her  high  scriptural  character,  and  the  happy 
adaptation  of  her  ordinances  and  services  to  pro- 
duce and  promote  a  sound,  intelligent,  and  fervent 
apirit  of  piety,  a  conviction  which  can  spring  only 
from  a  thocough  knowledge  of  the  grounds  on 
which  our  polity  rests  iu  claims  to  preference, 
and  the  reasons  which  determine  us  to  adopt  a 
iiturgicai  rather  than  an  extemporaneous  mode  of 
worship. 

The  committee  have  taken  into  consideration 
the  letter  of  the  bishop  on  the  subject  of  a  mis- 
sionary referred  to  them  by  the  Convention,  but 
do  not  find  that  it  contains  any  thing  which  falls 
withm  their  province.  They  would  take  occasion, 
however,  to  express  their  regret,  that  the  Mission- 
ary society  of  the  diocess,  though  having  in  its 


tieaanry  a  conaidarable  gum  of  maney,  haa  ps^ 
been  able  to  obtain  the  aervices  of  misaionarial 
Were  several  suitable  persona  to  present  them- 
selves for  that  purpose  at  once,  they  would  meet 
with  immediate  employment  atMd  a  tolerablB  si^h 
port 

In  reference  to  the  circular  addressed  to  the 
Convention  by  u  the  Virginia  Society  for  promo- 
ting the  observance  of  the  Christian  Sabbath,** 
they  would  remaiiLt  that  it  is  presumed  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion  can  prevail  among  Christians  as 
to  the  excellence  of  the  design  of  that  body ;  and 
that  it  is  one  which  receives  their  unanimous  and 
entire  approbation.  And  they  would  recommend 
to  all  the  members  of  the  church,  and  all  the 
friends  of  religion  and  good  order,  to  concur  in 
the  promotion  of  so  sacred  an  object,  as  the  sanc- 
tification  of  the  da;f  which  Almighty  God  has  ap- 
propriated immediatelv  and  wholly  to  himself. 
The  committee  woula  not,  however,  be  upder- 
stood  to  approve  or  recommend  the  promotion  of 
this  object  by  any  other  means  than  sj^ument  and 
example.  In  tjliis  respect,  they  fhUy  acquiesce  in 
the  views  of  the  society  whose  circular  has  been 
referred  to  them.  Nor  do  they  hesitate  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Convention,  and  to  Episcopalians 
generally,  the  adoption  of  the  pledge  proposed  in 
the  circular.  It,  m  their  view,  cl^ly  and  foUy 
expresses  the  duty  of  every  Christian  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  reads  as  follows  : — "  Believing  that  all 
worldly  business  and  travelling  on  the  Christian 
Sabbath,  except  for  purposes  oi  piety,  necessity, 
and  mercy,  and  all  worldly  visitmg  and  amuse- 
ments on  that  day,  are  contrary  to  the  divine  will, 
and  injurious  to  the  social,  civil,  aiM.  religious  in- 
terests of  men  ;  we  agree  that  we  will  abstain 
from  all  such  violations  of  the  Sabbath,  and  tliat 
we  will  use  our  influence  to  persuade  our  families 
and  others  to  do  the  same.'* 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  caO 
the  attention  of  this  Convention  to  a  resolution  of 
the  last  General  Convention,  adverting  to  the 
**  alarming  deficiency  in  the  number  of  our  min- 
isters, and  recommend  to  the  cliergy  tp  present  to 
the  .consideration  of  their  respective  congrega- 
tions the  important  duty  of  exercising  a  prayerful 
diligence,  in  endeavouring  to  increase  the  number 
of  our  ministers,  by  forming  and  fostering  Educa- 
tion Societies,  for  the  due  instruction  of  pious 
youth,  and  by  seeking  out  and  encouraging  young 
nien  of  suitable  spiritual  and  mental  qualifica- 
tions to  engage  in  the  blessed  service  of  preaching 
the  gospel  of  Christ  to  a  perishing  worli'* 

All  which  is  respectfully  submittcxl. 

A.  Empie,  Chairman. 

The  Rev.  E.  C.  M'Guire,  from  the  commit- 
tee for  examining  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  deceased  clergymen,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  read  and  received  :— 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  for  ex- 
amination the  account  of  the  treasurer  of  the  fund 
for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  de- 
ceased clergymen  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Vir- 
ginia, beg  leave  to  report,  t^t  they  have  performed 
the  duty  assigned  them,  and  find  the  account  io 
be  perfectly  correct,  and  supported  by  proper 
vouchers.  E.  C.  M'Guiik.  Chairman. 

The  funds  are  at  folltncty  viz. : — 

United  States  3  per  cents.,     -         -  $2,037  78 
94  shares  of  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria stock,  ax  par,  -         -     4,700  00 


Amount  carried  forward, 


96,737  78 
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Amomit  broagfat  fonrard,  $6,787  78 

ft^bires  Bank  of  Alexandria,  at  par,  1,000  00 

1  ^.  Bank  of  Viiginia,       do.        -  100  00 
Itobeit  Andrewa^B  eatate,  balance  of 
note,  with  intereat  from  30th  April, 

1889,  tiU  paid,  -        -        -        •  399  S3 

Caah  OQ  hand,       -        -        •        -  157  73 

•8,394  74 

Od  balloting  for  ddegatea  to  represent  this 
diocesa  in  the  next  General  CenTention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Chusch  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  dnlj  elected,  Tis. :  Rev.  Nicholas  H. 
Cobbe,  Rer.  Henry  W.  Ducachet,  M.  D.,  Rot. 
William  Jackson,  Rev.  John  Grammer,  Mr. 
gliomas  Marshall,  Mr.  Edward  Colston,  Mr. 
.John  G.  Williams,  and  Mr.  John  Nelson. 

Reeohred,  That  the  Rer.  Wm.  F.  Lee,  Rev. 
Edward  W.  Peet,  and  Mr.  Hilary  Baker,  be  a 
committee  to  raiae  by  assessment  among  the 
different  parishes,  having  reference  to  the  num- 
ber of  commonicants  reported  to  the  Conven- 
tion, the  aam  of  three  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid 
to  Bishop  Moore  at  the  next  Convention  for  his 
«ptacopal  aervicea,  and  that  said  coomiittee  in- 
fonn  the  clergyman  of  each  parish  of  the  pro- 
portion required  from  his  parish.  And,  Resolv- 
ed, That  the  clergy  be  rec^uired  to  raise  the 
anm  so  aasessed,  and  pay  it  m  at  the  next  Con- 
▼eption. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  a  report  of  the  state  of  the 
church  in  this  diocess  lor  the  next  General  Con- 
rention.  Coomiittee  appointed  under  the  fore- 
going resolution  consists  of  Rev.  John  Gram- 
mer and  John  G.  Williams,  Esq. 

The  minutes  of  the  standing  committee  of 
4his  diocess  since  the  last  Convention  were  read 
and  approved. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  Convention  are  due,  and  hereby  tendered, 
to  the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  for  their  kindness 
amd  hospitahty  to  every  member  of  this  body. 

Resolved,  That  1,800  copies  ef  the  minutes 
4>f  this  Convention  be  printed,  and  distributed 
-Among  the  parishes  of  this  diocess. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  the  secretary  in  attending  this  Cen- 
Tention. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to 
pay  the  doorkeeper  of  this  Convention  SlO. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  the  bishops  to  the  General  Con- 
tention. 

Reaolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  the 
Oeneral  Convention  the  quota  due  from  this 
diocess  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  that  body. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay 
to  the  delegates  to  the  General  Convention  their 
expenses,  and  that  fifty  dollars  be  advanced  to 
each  on  account  thereof 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  the  Rev. 
Wm.  Jackson  twenty  dollars,  expended  by  him  in 
aecoring  the  episcopal  services  of  Bishop  Moore 
•for  the  church  in  this  town  in  July  last. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  Conyentian  ad- 


\  joumed,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  on  the 
third  Wednesday  in  May  next. 

Rich.  Chinning  Moobb,  Bishop  of 
the  Diocess  of  Virginia. 
HiLAKY  Bakbr,  Secretary  pro  tern. 

On  Sunday  night,  the  members  of  the  Conveiv> 
tion  having  assembled  around  the  chancel  of  St. 
Paul's  Church,  Bishop  Moore  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing address : — 

My  Cleiical  Bbbthkbn, — As  we  have  fin- 
ished the  duties  for  which  we  convened  in  this 
city,  and  as  life  is  so  uncertain  that  vre  cannot  al 
calculate  upon  meeting  on  a  similar  occasion,  i 
should  consider  myself  deficient  in  duty  were  I 
to  permit  a  separation  to  take  place  without  bring- 
ing to  your  view  some  considerations  of  vital  im- 
portance to  yourselves,  to  the  flocks  to  wh(nn  yoa 
minister  in  sacred  things,  and  also  offering  some 
remarks  expressive  of  the  gratitude  we  owe  the 
Almighty  for  the  rich  mercies  conferred  upon  us 
as  servants  of  the  altar,  and  to  the  church  com- 
mitted to  our  charge. 

The  concourse  of  people  who  attend  our  Con- 
ventions from  every  part  of  the  diocess,  attest  the 
responsibility  of  our  office ;  prove  the  interest  they 
feel  in  the  concerns  of  our  Zion,  and  proclaim  to 
us,  in  language  which  cannot  be  misunderstood, 
the  necessity  of  mmisterial  fidelity. 

What  ambassador  of  the  Saviour  can  look  around 
htm  at  this  moment,  without  the  conviction  rest- 
ing on  his  mind  that  he  will  have  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  his  stewardship ;  that  the  {M-ecioua  im- 
mortals who  attend  on  his  ministry  merit  his  un- 
wearied eflforts  ;  that  it  is  his  duty  to  deliver  his 
Master's  message  with  scrupulous  fidelity ;  in 
season  and  out  of  season  to  call  sinners  to  repent- 
ance ;  to  lesd  them  for  salvation  to  the  Lamb  of 
God,  and  to  press  on  their  consciences  the  neces- 
sity of  that  holiness  without  which  no  man  can 
see  the  Lord  ?  To  slumber  at  our  posts  at  the 
time  in  which  our  parishioners  are  anxiously  in- 
quiring, "  Watchman,  what  of  the  night— watch- 
man, whst  of  the  night?"— to  be  listless  and  un- 
impressed when  they  are  asking,  in  accents  of  the 
most  thrilling  anxiety,  "  What  shall  we  do  to  be 
saved?"  —  to  be  cold  and  inanimate  when  the 
eternal  interests  c(  precious  immortals  are  com- 
mitted to  our  charge,  would  constitute  criminality 
of  tho  most  flagrant  character,  and  call  down  di 
oar  devoted  heads  the  displeasure  of  heaven. 

When  we  cast  our  eyes  around  us  from  the 
pulpits  we  occupy  on  the  Sabbath,  and  witness 
the  assemblies  of  God's  people  in  the  sanctuary, 
we  should  remember  that  they  form  the  objects 
of  the  Saviour's  compassion ;  the  beings  for  whom 
he  shed  his  precious  blood,  and  for  whom  he  died 
on  the  cross.  We  should  recollect  that  the  great 
Master  of  assemblies  is  certainly  present  in  our 
congregations,  visiting  to  be  gracious  to  the  peni- 
tent ;  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  also  present  to  give 
efficacy  to  our  instructions,  and  is  pleading  with 
siimers  to  awake  from  their  slumbers,  and  to  fol- 
low Jesus  in  the  way.  These  considerations 
should  influence  us  to  be  in  earnest ;  to  warn  our 
fellow-mortals  of  the  dangers  attendant  on  delay ; 
to  urge  them  in  the  deepest  solemnity  to  prepare 
to  meet  their  God :  nay,  brethren,  to  pray  them 
in  Christ's  stead  to  be  reconciled  to  their  Maker ; 
inunediately  to  close  in  with  the  offers  of  divine 
mercy,  and  to  seek  by  ardent  orayer  the  pardon 
and  forgiveness  of  their  sins.  We  should  permit 
no  considerations  of  pleasure  or  indulgence  to 
step  in  between  us  and  our  pastoral  duty.  We 
should  show  the  people,  by  our  earnestness  and 
solicitude,  that  we  consider  the  delay  of  a  moment 
may  be  attended  with  &tal  consequenoev,  and  tJb»t 
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the  pretent  hour  is  the  accepted  time  uid  the  day 
of  salvation.  My  beloved  sons  in  the  ministry, 
we  have  no  time  to  fold  our  arms  in  ease  and  in- 
dolence. *'  Why  stand  ye  here  all  the  day  idle  V* 
forms  a  question  which,  if  justly  applied  to  us, 
would  excite  the  most  awful  alarms  in  our  bosoms, 
AS  the  next  declaration  from  the  throne  of  heaven 
would  be,  "  Cast  ye  the  unprofitable  servant  into 
outer  darkness."  However  attentive  the  minister 
of  religion  may  have  been  to  his  duty ;  however 
sleepless  may  have  been  his  nights ;  however 
abundant  may  have  been  his  labour ;  however 
&vourable  mar  be  the  opinion  formed  of  his  in- 
dustry, his  zeal,  and  his  elSbrts  in  the  gospel ;  yet, 
when  he  tfhall  come  to  the  close  of  his  life,  he 
will  feel  that  he  has  been  deficient ;  and  that  con- 
Yiction  will  force  from  his  expiring  lips  the  pene- 
trating cry  of  Mercy,  oh  !  thou  Son  of  David.  I 
•peak  to  you,  my  sons,  as  a  father  to  his  children ; 
luad  it  is  from  an  experience  of  forty-five  years  as 
a  preacher  of  the  gcwpel  that  I  call  upon  you  to  be 
£uthful.  For  Jesus  Christ's  rake,  who  died  for 
poor  sinners,  be  attentive  to  the  sacred  vows 
which,  at  the  time  of  your  ordinaticm,  you  volun- 
tarily made.  Labour  with  diligence  in  the  vine- 
yard of  your  Master,  work  while  it  is  called  to- 
day, and  never  be  weary  in  well-doing.  Be  faith- 
ful unto  death,  and  God  will  give  you  a  crown  of 
everlasting  life.  Let  not  the  discouragements 
arising  from  the  lukewarmness  <^  your  people 
paralyze  your  efforts.  Let  not  any  momentary 
nnkindness  stay  your  hand.  In  proportion  to  the 
sterility  of  the  soil  you  may  be  callea  to  cultivate, 
let  your  diligence  be  increased. 

MT  brethren  of  the  laity,  accept  my  sincere 
Ihanks  for  the  patronage  you  have  extended  to 
inyself  and  to  the  clergy.    The  Episcopal  Church 


in  Virginia,  which  was  almoat  braathlev  and  exr 

Eiring  a  few  years  since,  has  not  only  revived« 
ut,  through  the  goodness  of  God  on  oar  joint 
efforts,  now  exhibits  aninntion  and  strength.  In- 
stead of  five  or  six  efficient  clergymen,  the  AI* 
mighty  has  increased  our  number  to  betwaeo  fifty 
and  sixty.  **  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us, 
but  to  thy  name  be  the  praise,  for  thy  honoar  and 
for  thy  truth's  sake."  Since  my  residence  in  this 
diocess,  the  laity  belonging  to  our  conudunion  have 
erected  between  thirty  and  forty  new  churches, 
and  have  raised  from  a  state  of  ruin  and  dilapida- 
tion at  least  thirty  of  the  old  places  of  worship. 
We  have  reason  to  be  thankiiil  for  what  God 
hath  done  for  us,  and  to  take  cooiage  and  prass 
forward. 

My  brethren  of  the  cler|nr  and  laity,  I  commend 
you  to  the  care  of  that  Being  in  whose  service 
you  are  engaged.  May  you  long  live  to  see  onr 
Zion  increase  in  stature,  under  the  ministry  of 
my  Right  Rev.  brother.  Bishop  Meade.  My  gray 
hairs  point  to  the  tomb.  My  frequent  and  viMent 
attacks  of  disease  remind  me  of  my  proximity 
to  the  grave,  and  proclaim  to  me,  in  language  I 
perfectly  understand,  that  we  must  sotm  shake 
hands,  and  bid  each  other  farewell.  But  let  that 
event  take  place  sooner  or  later,  my  heart  is  com- 
forted with  the  hope  that  I  shall  leave  you  in  safe 
hands ;  in  the  care  of  an  individual  who  is  in  the 
vigour  of  life ;  who  loves  you,  snd  will  labour 
hard  to  promote  your  present  and  everlasting  hap> 
piness.  My  blessing  shall  rest  upon  his  faeusd,  and 
the  welfare  of  himself,  of  the  clergy  and  people 
of  the  diocess,  will  form  one  of  the  objects  of  my 
last  earthly  supplications.  The  Lord  be  with  yoii 
aU! 

RicHAiD  CaiNNiNo  Mooig. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  a  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Diocess  of 
Yxrginiay  which  assembled  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  on  the  loth  day  of  May,  1838. 


This  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocess  of  Virginia, 
the  Right  Rev.  Richard  Channing Moore,  D.  D., 
bishop,  and  the  Right  Rev.  William  Meade,  D. 
D.,  assistant  bishop  of  the  diocess,  with  sever- 
al clergymen  and  lay  delegates,  attended  divine 
service  in  the  Monumental  Church. 

Morning  prayers  were  read  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Richard  Channing  Moore,  bishop  of  the  di- 
ocess, and  a  sermon  preached  by  the  Right 
Rev.  William  Meade,  D.  D.,  assistant  bishop  of 
the  diocess. 

After  divine  service,  the  Rijght  Rev.  Richard 
Channing  Moore  took  the  chair  as  president  of 
the  Convention. 

The  following  clergymen,  entitled  to  seats  in 
the  Convention,  appeared,  viz.  : — 

Rev.  Ephraim  Adams,  Christ  Church,  Lan- 
caster county ;  Rev.  George  Adie,  Shelbume 
parish,  Loudoun  county  ;  Rev.  Parke  F.  Berke- 
ley, missionary  in  the  counties  of  King  William, 
Chesterfield,  and  Charles  City ;  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Boyden,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Norfolk;  Rev. 
Mark  L.  Chevers,  St.  John's  Church,  Elizabeth 
City  parish  ;  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  Russell 
parish,  Bifdford  county  ;  Rev.  John  Cole,  Ware 
and  Abingdon  parishes,  Gloucester  county ; 
Rev.  John  Cooke,  St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover 
•«i  Louisa  countief ;  Rev.  James  Doughen,  St 


Jameses  parish,  Northam,  Goochland  county; 
Rev.  Charles  Dresser,  Antrim  parish,  Halifax ; 
Rev.  Henry  W.  Ducachet,  M.  D.,  Christ  Church, 
Norfolk ;  Rev.  Adam  Empie,  rector  of  Brutoo 
parish,  and  President  of  William  and  Mary  Col- 
lege ;  Rev.  William  Friend,  St.  Maraaret's  par- 
ish, Caroline  county  ;  Rev.  Frederick  P.  Good- 
win ;  Rev.  John  Grammar,  St.  Andrew's  and 
Bath  parishes,  Dinwiddie  county ;  Rev.  J.  £. 
Jackson,  Christ  Church, Winchester ;  Rev.  Wm. 
M.  Jackson,  Grace  Church,  Berryville,  Freder- 
ick county ;  Rev.  G.  H.  Jones,  St.  Thomas's 
parish,  Orange  county ;  Rev.  Rcuel  Keith,  D. 
D.,  Professor  in  Theological  Seminary ;  Rev. 
Waiiam  F.  I^e,  Christ  Church,  Richmond; 
Rev.  Edward  R.  Lippit,  Professor  in  Theologi- 
cal Seminary;  Rev.  Charles  Mann,  Ch^iat 
Church,  Alexandria,  Fairfax  parish ;  Rev.  Ed- 
ward C.  M'Guire,  St.  George's  parish,  Freder- 
icksburg ;  J.  P.  M'Guire,  St.  Anne's  and  South 
Famham  parishes,  Essex  ;  Rev.  Zach.  Meade, 
St.  Anne'a  and  Fredericksville  pariahee,  Albe- 
marle ;  Rev.  Charles  H.  Page,  Lexington  par- 
ish, Amherst  county ;  Rev.  Edward  W .  Peet, 
St.  John's  Church,  Henrico  pariah,-  Henrico; 
Rev.  Franklin  G.  Smith,  St.  Paul's  Chaich, 
Lynchburg  ;  Rev.  Job  Sydney  Smith,  Tillotaon 
parish,  Buckingham  county ;  Rev.  Andrew 
Syme,  Bristol  parish,  Petersburg ;  Rev.  Charltf 
C.  TaliaHsTTO,  Cnmherland  p«n•l^  LoaMtniig 
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county ;  Rsv.  John  H.  Wingfield,  Portsmoath 
puith,  Norfolk  county. 

Rer.  Charles  Mann  and  Mr.  Philip  Nelson 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the 
^certificates  of  the  lay  delegates,  who  reported 
as  follows : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
certificates  of  the  lay  delegates  have,  according 
to  order,  examined  the  same,  and  report,  that 
the  following  persons  have  been  duly  elected 
lay  delegates  to  this  Convention,  and  that  their 
certificates  are  authenticated  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  canon,  vis. : — 

Seth  Ward,  St.  Paurs  Church,  Lynchburg ; 
Fmncis  C.  Fitxhuffh,  St.  Paul's  parish,  King 
43eorge  county  ;  ££niind  I.  Lee,  Christ  Church, 
Fairfax  parish ;  Francis  Wicker,  St.  John's 
Church,  Henrico  parish ;  P.  A.  Boiling,  St.  Pe- 
ter's Church,  Tillotson  parish,  Buckingham ; 
Westwood  S.  Armistead,  St.  John's  Church, 
Hampton;  Alexander  Brown>CaIlaway>  Church, 
Nelson  county  ;  John  G.  Williams,  Monumental 
Church,  Richmond ;  Mallory  M.  Todd  and 
George  Wilson,  St.  Luke's  Church,  parish  of 
Newport,  Isle  of  Wight  county ;  William  Wal- 
ler, Lexington  parish,  Amherst  county  ;  George 
W.  Bassett,  St.  George's  parish,  Fredericks- 
burg; Carter  Berkeley,  St.  Martin's  parish, 
Hanover  and  Louisa  counties ;  William  S.  Jones, 
Christ  Church,  Winchester ;  Rawleigh  W. 
Downman,  Christ  Church,  Lancaster  county ; 
Wilson  C.  Selden,  Shelbume  parish,  Leesburg, 
Jjoudoun  county ;  Thomas  Withers,  Bath  par- 
ish, Pinwiddie  county ;  George  Lynn,  jun., 
Hampshire  parish,  Hampshire  county ;  James 
M.  Gamett,  Vauter's  Church,  St.  Anne's  parish, 
Essex  county ;  Thos.  L.  Latane,  South  Famham 
parish,  Essex  county  ;  Hugh  Nelson,  Freder- 
icksviUe  parish,  Albemarle  county ;  John  Stufrt, 
Lamb's  Creek  Church,  King  George  county  ; 
Catesby  Jones, Ware  parish,  Gloucester  county ; 
Thomas  G.  Coleman,  Camden  parish,  Pittsylva- 
nia county  ;  John  Nelson,  St.  James's  parish, 
Mecklenburg  county  ;  Richard  B.  Maury,  St. 
Paurs  Church,  Norfolk;  Mann  p.  Nelson,  Christ 
Church,  Norborne  parish,  Berkeley ;  David 
Street,  Cumberland  parish,  Lunenburg  county ; 
John  Grammer,  sen.,  Bristol  parish,  Petersburg ; 
Nathaniel  Nelson,  Westover  parish,  Charles 
City  county ;  Edmund  Berkeley  and  George 
Tyler,  Berkeley  parish,  Spotsylvania ;  George 
F.  Thornton,  St.  Mar  wet's  parish,  Caroline 
county  ;  Philip  Nelson,  Robert  Page,  and  Wash- 
ington Nelson,  Frederick  parish,  Frederick, 
county  ;  John  T.  Clark,  Antnm  parish,  Halifax 
county;  William  D.  Young,  Trinity  Church, 
Portsmouth ;  William  G.  Jackson  and  Edward 
Valentine,  Augusta  parish,  Staunton  ;  Burwell 
Bassett,  Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg;  David 
M.  Walk  and  Thurmer  Hoggard,  Lynnhmyen 
parish,  Princess  Aiyte  countf ;  Hilary  Baker, 
Christ  Church,  Richmond ;  Walter  C^les,  St. 
Anne's  parish,  Albemarle  county ;  William  H. 
M'Farland,  Christ  Church,  Norfolk. 

And  the  committee  further  report,  that  the 
following  persons  appear  to  havo  been  doly 
elected,  but  their  certificates  of  appointment 
•M  not  m  Hm  fcoB  pvMciiMlfaf  tkt«tnotf^«: : 


Jeremiah  Morton,  St.  Thomas's  parish,OraiiM 
county ;  William  Boiling,  St.  James's  pariah, 
Northam,  Goochland  county;  Thomas  Mar- 
shall, Leeds  parish,  Fauquier  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  report  be  for  the 
present  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  L  Lee, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  rules  of  orders 
adopted  by  the  last  Convention  for  the  govern- 
ment of  their  proceedings,  be  the  rules  of  pro- 
ceeding during  the  present  Convention. 

1.  The  busmess  of  every  day  shall  be  intro- 
duced with  prayer. 

2.  'N^'hen  the  president  takes  the  chair,  no 
member  shall  continue  standing,  or  shall  idier- 
ward  stand  up,  except  to  address  the  chair. 

3.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the 
service  of  the  house  unless  he  have  leave,  or 
be  unable  to  attend. 

4.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in 
debate,  or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  he 
shall,  with  due  respect,  address  himself  to  the 
president,  confining  himself  strictly  to  the  point 
m  debate. 

5.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice 
in  the  same  debate  without  leave  of  the  house. 

6.  A  question  being  once  determined  shall 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house,  and  shal) 
not  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the  same 
session,  unless  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds  of 
the  house. 

7.  While  the  president  is  putting  any  quesp 
tion,  the  members  shall  continue  in  their  seati^ 
and  ahall  not  hold  any  prirate  discourse. 

8.  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  honee 
when  any  question  is  put,  shall,  on  a  divisioiL 
be  counted,  unless  he  be  personally  interestef 
in  the  decision. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  as  before 
the  house  unless  it  be  seconded,  and,  when  li^ 
quired,  reduced  to  writing. 

10.  When  any  (question  is  before  the  house, 
it  shall  be  determmed  upon  before  any  new 
subject  is  introduced,  except  the  question  of 
adjournment. 

11.  The  question  on  a  motion  of  adjoumr 
ment  shall  be  taken  before  any  other,  and  with^ 
out  debate. 

13.  When  the  house  is  about  to  rise,  erery 
member  shall  keep  his  seat  until  the  preaident 
shall  leave  the  chaur. 

13.  None  of  the  rules  of  order  shall  be  sue- 
pendod  without  the  concurrence  of  two  thirdf 
of  the  members  present. 

14.  The  president  shall,  in  his  discretion,  se- 
lect a  pew  within  the  limits  of  those  allotted 
for  the  use  of  the  members,  which  pew  shall  be 
appropriated  for  the  accommodation  of  viaitinff 
clergymen  and  students  of  the  Theological 
School,  who  may  be  invited  to  the  same  by  the 
preaident  without  any  special  application  to 
the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Docechet, 
Rev.  Adam  Empie,  Rev.  William  F.  Lee,  Rer. 
Edwaid  0.  M*Onii«,  Mr.  Hugh  Nelson,  Mr. 
Janet  M.  Gamett,  Mr.  William  Boiling,  edl 
Mr.  TlMoee  MmNh  l»  a  QMMDittM  te  tiki 


MS 
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U  of  tha  church  in  tfaii 
dioceaa,  and  report  thnrMni  to.llua  ConTentkin. 

Ordered,  "nut  Iho  lUi.  Charle»ManD,  R« 
Charlea  H.  Page,  Rev.  John  P.  M'Guir»,  Rot 
E.  W.  P«t,  Mr.  Burwell  Buaell,  and  Dr.  Wil- 
•on  C.  8«lden,  be  a  conuniUee  to  eitmine  Ibt 
parochiil  report*. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rri.  Franklin  O.  Smitb, 
TUt.  J.  E.  Jackaon,  and  Mr.  William  H  M'Far. 
land,  bs  a  eommiUee  to  eiamiae  the 


Ordered, That  Mr.  John  Nelion,  Mr.  Rawleigt 
W  Downman.  and  Mr.  Walter  Cole,  be  a  com 
miltee  lo  eiimine  the  accounta  or  the  IreaaQ 
ler  of  the  fund  for  the  support  of  widom  ant 


Georga  Adie,  and  Mr.  HUai?  Baker,  be  a 

urer  of  the  fund  for  the  permaneM  lOppott  of 
the  epiacopate  in  this  dioceaa. 

On  motion,  iteaoWed,  That  whan  tl»  Coo- 
Tcation  ad jaum*  lo-daj,  it  adioam  (o  roeetvgaic 


Thd»div,  Miy  16,  1333. 

He  Comentian  met  according  lo  adjounk- 
fneni,  and  waa  opened  «ith  prater  bjr  the  Higbl 
Rer.  Biahop  Moore,  D.  D. 

The  Right  Kei.  Biehop  Meade  look  iht 
^  chair  a*  president  of  the  Conreiilion.  upon  th( 
lequeat  of  the  Right  HeT.  Bishop  Moore. 

The  Rev.  Archibald  H.  Lamon,  rector  of 
St.  Stephen'a  Church,  Culpepper  CDUnl)r.  and 
Bloomfield    parish,  Madiion  countv,   appeared 


The  farochta]  rapMti  «        , 
read,  and  refBTTed  to  tbs  cOiniiHee  on  p*»- 
chiai  reporta. 

The  Right  Rer.  WiUiwn  He*le,  D.  D.,  aa- 
siatanl  bishop  of  the  din  ewe,  preeenled  lbs 
foUoiriDg  report. 

Rtpert  sf  nitaMal  sniccs  Jwiv  tiuwa^  ^^'H 
Maj,  1833,  bf  du  Big^  Kn.  tTil&K  Jfca^ 
•HutmJ  bulup  rf  FvtSBS,  frnnUi  mtkiCtr 
■aan  luU  h  Riduttrnd,  Jfay  ISO,  1B33. 
Deai  BaiTHnmn  and  F^iiimob, — H^  luC  re- 
pent, presented  to  jao  at  our  meeting  at  Aleus- 
drta.  closed  with  an  sccaonl  at  saniB  dutiea  per- 
formed  on  my  way  thither.      Being  prepKral  for 

of  course  embrace  the  Tery  iniem^og  ciercnea 

oflhe  Sabbath  which  xr -' 

Host  of  Tou  II 

pedient  mulliplieuka  of  datiee  at  tha  usdbI  lii 

of  diTina  aenke.  we  met  at  bd  earlj  hour  of  tb* 
mominf .  to  receive  by  the  rite  of  confirmalioii  a 
number  of  applicants  for  sU  the  privileges  of 
church  membenhip.  That  most  inteieeting  of- 
fice  waa  aaaicoed  to  myeelf  by  our  beloved  biher 
ui  Chnat.  and  it  was  my  privilege  to  lift  op  mf 
I , :_  p„ygj  QT„  CAy-eighl  candidates  fat  lh» 


.oly  nl 


Mr.    Hon 


!    Stringrell 


ante  from  St.  Stephen 
isli,  Bedford  countj  ;  aj 


r,  a   delegate  from 
^  Irish,  Madiion  county  ;  Mr.  Henry 
L.   Daviea,  a  delegate  from  Leiington  parish. 
Amherst  county  ;  Mr.  William  Radford,  a  del- 
"     "      ■      's  Church,  Russell  par- 
aiid  Mr.  John  L.  Wilkins, 
»t.   Anorew  s  parisn.   iirunswick    county,    ap- 

Rev.  Mi.  Dreaser  ^Seied  the  following  reso- 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  revised  copy  uf  the  constitution  and 
hin  thiadioceie,  with  a  view  I 


a  short  time  after  the  liaiog  of  tha  Canven- 
I  entered  upon  a  vieiutiaii  of  some  parta  of 
ioceee.  On  the  l«h  and  15th  of  June  t  «at 
ted  in  the  performance  of  apiacooai  duly  in 
iricksbuig,  where  1  ptaached  three  tioes 
oiifirmed  fourteen  peiaMls,  On  the  IBtb  and 
1  was  in  like  manner  employed  in  Cuoliae 
y,  Vfhere  I  preached  twice,  admiiiialeied  the 
luniuu,  and  conArmed  eleren  persoD*.  Tbt 
iiid  20ih  I  spent  in  Hanover,  wbere  I  coua- 
1 church,  preached  twice,  admimsier- 


edthecomn 
(snl,  and  c 

night.  1  pre 

union,  baptii^  one  vj 
nfiimed  linineen.     F 
Richmond,  where,  U 
cbed  for  the  Rev.  Mr 
g  1  len  Richmond  for 
iadand23dincompaE 
ct,  who  aaaiated  in  th 
occasion  ;  !  preached 
ld->  Supper,  and  con 
>»ruh:  fhepanshof  A 

nring  only  one 
Lee.     On  the 

M°!*Grinm 
vices  of  the 

wilh  the  Rev. 

■£= 

neha  vtas  Ihoi 

to  their  public  I 
On 


That  the  said  r 


1    of    Rev 


Lee,    Resolved,    oni 

lion    DB    referred    to   the    in  I 

commilles  on  the  stale  of  the  church.  |  "■ 

Mr.  Reuben  Maury,  a  lay  delegate  from  Fred- 1  ""< 
^rickaville  pariah,  Albemarle  county,  appeared  J™ 
«nd  offered  credential  of  hia  sppointment.  „„ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Uugh  Nelson, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Maury  be  admitted  to  a 
4e«l  in  thia  Convention, 

The  buaineai  «f  the  Convenlioa  waa  suspend- 
ed, for  the  purpose  of  attending  divine  service 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dresser,  and  a  aennan  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Cobb*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  William  O.  Jackson,  Re- 


are  a  goudlf  number  of  pioua  persins  allached  (o 
DUrchurchlnlbispanah,  who,  in  communion  with 
othera  in  an  edjoining  county,  would  lejoica  to 
have  trequenl  aettices  among  them.     Fium  Am*- 

preached  on  the  26th  al  Sapony,  the  old  church  of 
the  venerable  Deveteaui  Jarrait.  now  under  the 
Rev.  Hr.  Giammer;  here  1  pieacbed 
ned  nine,  and  addressed  the  people 
-A  ...^/u.  u.  our  Seminary,  to  which  they  haveal- 
wsya  been  liberal.  From  Dinwiddie  1  panedinto 
the    adjoining    county  of    Brunswick,    where  1 

and  once  at  RedOakChurch,  confirming  two;  the 
prospect  at  the  courthouse  appeared  quite  encour- 
tging.  My  neil  appointment*  were  in  Lunen- 
burg, where,  on  the  30th  June  and  lit  of  July.  I 

that  counV^  "n  the  firat  dky  I  consecrated  the 
(church  and  preached  ;  on  the  second  continDcd 
nine  perions^  ordained  the   ~        " 


leholy* 


I,  That 


U  Conv 


Ai*  dlocesf  be  held  in  the  town  of  Stunton. 


by  the  a 

place ;  they  haie  already  built  c 
UKlaia  engaged  intht  stectioa 


t 


people 
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.different  part  of  the  eoantf— what  it  far  better 
pun  thw,  their  hearts  appear  to  be  eamettlj  en- 
nged  in  promoting  the  inward  and  spiritual  wis- 
dom of  God  within  them  After  the  above-men- 
tioned serrices  I  proceeded  to  Mecklenbura,  in 
cfHnpany  with  the  Rer.  Messrs.  Dresser  and  Tal- 
iaferro, aixl,  in  conjunction  with  them,  wpeat  three 
days  in  Xk0  performance  of  dirine  services  in  this 
county.  During  this  time  I  preached  three  times, 
administered  confirmation  twice,  and  the  commu- 
nioo  once.  The  number  ccmfirmed  amounted  to 
sixteen.  The  adjoining  county  of  Halifax  was 
visited  next.  In  this  county  I  laboured  three 
daya,  preaching  three  times,  consecrating  a  new 
church  at  the  courthouse,  administering  tne  com- 
munion, confirming  twenty-three,  baptizing  oae 
adult  and  four  children.  On  Mondav,  the  9th,  I 
proceeded  to  Pittsylvania,  where  1  preached 
twice,  administered  the  communion,  baptized  one 
child,  confirmed  six,  and  consecrated  a  new 
church.  The  1  llh  and  12th  of  iulv  were  spent  in 
Campbell,  at  St.  John^  Church, wnere  I  preached 
twice,  and  confirmed  five  persons.  This  church, 
•whicih  is  a  monHinent  of  the  disinterested  zeal  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Osgood,  now  deceased,  is  destitute 
of  a  regular  mimster^  but  receives  with  gratitude 
occasMxial  supplies  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cobbs  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith.  The  following  days  were 
devoted  to  the  churches  of  St.  Stephen's  and 
Trinity  in  Bedford  county,  which  are  under  the 
care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cobbs.  In  each  of  these 
churches  I  preached  twice,  in  each  of  them  ad- 
ministered the  rite  of  confirmation,  in  one  of 
.them  baptized  an  adult,  and  celebrated  the  Lord*s 
Supper.  The  whole  number  confirmed  was  thir- 
ty-three. The  16ih  and  17th  days  of  this  month 
were  spent  in  Lynchburg,  where  I  preached  three 
times,  administered  the  communion,  and  confirm- 
•d  twenty-nine.  Crossing  the  river  at  this  place 
I  entered  into  Amherst,  and  preached  at  St.  Mat- 
thew's Church  on  the  18lh,  where  I  confirmed 
nine,  at  New-Glasgow  on  the  19th,  where  I  conse- 
crated the  church,  and  confirmed  five.  On  the 
following  day,  which  was  the  day  set  apart  by  our 
rhurch  for  rasting  and  prayer,  on  account  m  the 
^reaKlful  scourge  which  was  then  desolating  our 
land,  I  preached  in  Callaway's  Church,  Nelson 
county,  and  confirmed  eight  persons.  On  the  fol- 
lowing dar  I  crossed  aver  into  Buckingham,  and 
on  the22d  consecrated  the  new  church  in  that 
county,  preached,  and  confirmed  eighteen  persons. 
.On  th«  oay  after  I  again  preached,  and  adrainister- 
iad  the  communion.  On  the  same  evening  I  at- 
tended a  meeting  at  Buckingham  courthouse, 
where  tlM  Rev.  Mr.  Swift  preached ;  I  seconded 
his  discourse  by  an  exhortation.  On  the  follow- 
ing morning  I  engaged  in  some  religious  exercises 
at  a  small  church  on  the  way  to  Albemarle,  and 
on  that  evening  preached  at  warcen.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  I  preached  at  North  Garden,  baptized 
oneaoult,  and  confirmed  nine ;  on  the  2Gch  preach- 
ed at  Buck  Mountain,  and  confirmed  eleven  ;  on 
the  27th  at  Charlottesville,  confiruiing  five,  and 
baptizing  two  adults ;  I  also  preached  at  night 
while  at  Charlottesville.  On  baturday  and  Sun- 
day, the  28th  and  29th,  I  was  engaged  m  episcopal 
duty  on  the  Green  Mountain :  on  the  first  day  I 
preached,  consecrated  a  nevr  church,  baptized  two 
aduUs  and  ten  children;  oh  the  second  di^ 
preached,  confirmetl  seventeen  persons,  and  ad- 
ministered the  communion.  On  Monday  I  reach- 
ed Walker's  Church,  where  I  preached,  and  con- 
firmed three  persons.  From  Albemarle  I  proceed- 
ed to  Oran^  courthouse,  where  I  spent  two  dayy 
in  ministering  the  word  and  ordinances  to  large 
«nd  deeply-impressed  assemblies.  On  the  second 
day  I  aoiaiiiiiteied  the  liteof  mnfirmatinn,  which 


had  never  been  witnessed  before  in  that  place,  to 
seventeen  persons,  and  the  holy  communion  to 
more  than  twice  that  numb«r.  A  spirit  of  earnest 
inquiry  has  been  awakened  among  the  people  of 
that  place,  which  will,  I  trust,  lead  to  glorious  re- 
sulte  to  themselves  and  their  posterity.  They 
have  kecured  the  services  of  a  luthful  minister* 
and  are  about  erecting  a  suitable  house  of  wor- 
ship. From  Orsnge  I  passed  into  Madison,wherB 
for  the  first  time  episcopal  services  had  been  very 
recently  introducea.  At  this  place  I  preached  but 
once,  being  straitened  for  time.  I  have  since  been 
gratified  by  the  intelligence  that  a  genuine  work 
of  grace  Kas  been  soing  on  in  the  hearts  of  many 
in  that  place,  and  that  a  goodly  number  have  at- 
tached themselves  to  tne  communion  of  our 
church.  1  had  only  time  to  preach  once  at  Cul- 
pepper courthouse  on  my  way  hmne,  which  I 
reache<^  on  the  5th  of  August,  alter  an  absence  of 
nearly  two  montha 

The  episcopal  duties  which  were  performed 
during  the  months  of  August  and  September, 
were  confined  to  my  immediate  pariah  or  county. 
In  conjunction  with  one  or  two  tN-ethren,  I  spent 
the  last  day  of  Auaust  and  the  two  first  days  of 
September  at  Wicalifie  Church,  in  the  parish  of 
Frederick,  when  I  bautized  two  adulta,  and  con- 
firmed six  persons.  I  was  present  also  at  an  as- 
sociation in  Winchester  on  the  21st,  22d,  and  23d 
of  September,  at  which  time  the  rite  of  confirma- 
tion was  administered  to  twenty-five  persons. 

On  the  16th  of  I>eceinber  I  also  held  aconfirm 
ation  at  Middletown,  when  six  persons  were 
admitted  into  full  communion  with  the  church* 
On  the  same  day  I  baptized  one  adult,  and  admin* 
istered  the  LfOrd's  Supper.  I  was  invited  to  an 
association  at  Leesburg  on  the  27th,  28th,  and  29th 
of  December,  but,  on  going  to  the  place,  was  sorry# 
to  find  myself  alone  with  the  worthy  minister 
of  the  parish.  The  services  of  course  devolved 
upon  myself,  and  I  was  enabled  to  preach  nine 
times  during  the  three  days,  to  baptize  one  adult, 
confirm  twenty-three  persons,  and  administer  the 
Lord's  Supper.  The  meetings  were  large  and  at- 
tentive, ana  if  there  was  only  a  new,  more  ^>a- 
cious,  and  comfortid>le  house  of  worship  to  receive 
those  who  are  well  disposed  to  enter  it,  we  have 
reason  to  believe  the  congregation  would  increase 
and  flourish  under  its  zealous  and  very  acceptable 
minister.  I'ho  abilitv,  devoted  attachment,  and 
zeal  of  its  friends,  will,  we  trust,  ere  long,  accom- 
plish this  desirable  object. 

On  Tuesday,  the  9tn  of  April,  I  again  set  out  to 
visit  some  of.the  churches  on  my  way  to  the  Con- 
vention. On  Wednesday  I  preached  at  Warren- 
ton  in  Fauquier  county ;  on  Friday,  morning  and 
evening,  at  Frederick^urg ;  from  thence  1  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Northern  Neck,  and  preached  on 
Sundav  to  a  largo  congregation  ii)  Laijib's  Cntlk 
Churcn,  at  whicti  time  I  administered  the  rite  of 
confirmation  to  eight  persons,  and  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per to  more  than  sixty.  On  the  two  following 
days  I  performed  divine  service  at  St.  Paul's 
Church,  in  King  George  county,  preaching  twice 
the  first  day,  ami  once  the  second,  on  the  latter 
occasion  confirming  four  persons.  On  Wednes- 
day, the  17th,  I  preached  at  Hsnover  parish,  King 
George,  to  a  congregation  nqder  the  care  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Clapham,  and  on  the  following  day  in 
Westmoreland,  at  a  church  not  far  from  Mattoz 
Bridge.  On  the  19th  I  preached  in  Yocomico 
Church,  situate  in  the  lower  end  of  Westmoreland 
county.  On  the  20th  and  2J8t  1  encaged  in  reli- 
gious services  at  Richmond  courthouse,  three 
times  on  the  first  day  and  twice  on  the  second ;  oi^ 
the  latter  I  administered  the  rite  of  confirmation 
to  twenty-coe  penoos,  and  the  Loid*t  Suppir  (9 
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more  than  twice  the  number.  I  was  here  met  and 
ataiated  in  the  aenricea  by  the  Rer.  Mr.  Adams 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  M'Ouire ;  our  congregations 
were  large,  attentive,  and  deeply  interested,  we 
hope,  in  the  exercises  of  the  occanon.  On  the 
22d  I  proceeded  to  Northumberland  courthouae, 
and  preached  to  a  large  and  attentive  ccmgrega- 
tion.  On  the  23d  I  officiated  at  Wicomico  Church, 
in  Lancaster  county,  and  on  the  two  following 
days  at  Christ  Church,  in  the  same  county,  admin- 
iatering  the  rite  of  confirmation  to  seven  persons. 
On  the  26th  I  preached  at  Lancaster  courthouse, 
and  on  the  27tn  and  28th  preached,  administered 
confirmation  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  at  White 
Chapel  in  the  same  county.  The  number  of  per- 
sons confirmed  on  this  occasion  was  eighteen ;  I 
also  administered  the  rite  of  baptism  to  one  adult 
and  two  children.  On  Monday,  the  29th,  I  preach- 
ed at  a  church  about  aix  milea  from  Richmond 
couithouae ;  on  the  30th  I  laid  the  comer-stone  of 
a  new  church  at  Richmond  courthouse,  making 
an  address  on  the  occasion.  On  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  I  was  en^^ged  at  Rappahannock  in  Es- 
sex county,  preachmg  four  times,  confirming  nine 
persons,  sind  assisting  at  the  conmiunion. 
,  The  3d,  4th,  and  5th  of  May  I  spent  at  Ven- 
ter's Church,  in  Essex  county,  preaching  four 
times,  confirming  three  persons,  and  assisting  at 
the  communion.  On  the  6th  and  7th  I  was  at 
Port  Royal,  where  1  preached  twice,  confirmed 
seven  persons,  and  assisted  at  the  communion. 
On  the  8th  and  9th  I  was  at  the  Bowling  Green, 
where  I  preached  twice.  On  the  following  Sunday 
I  preached  at  Trinity  Church,  in  Hanover  county, 
wnich  duty  terminated  the  services  of  the  year 
gfrhich  expires  with  our  present  meeting. 

As  I  am  called  on  by  the  Convention  to  addreas 
*  a  special  pastoral  letter  to  the  ministers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  church  as  soon  as  leisure  will  admit, 
J.  will  postpone,  until  then,  some  reflections  which 
ptherwise  might  have  been  now  more  briefly  pre- 
pented. 

Commending  you  to  the  care  of  the  Great  Shep- 
herd and  Bishop  of  souls,  now  and  for  ever,  I  re- 
main your  friend  and  brother  in  the  Lord, 

WiLLUM  MlADl. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee, 
Resolved,  That  the  said  report  be  referred  to 
^e  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church. 
On  motion  of  Rev.  John  Grammer, 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  parochial 
^porta  be  inatructed  to  accompany  their  report 
by  a  tabular  statement  of  the  baptisms,  confirm- 
ations, and   number  of  communicants   in  the 
diocess,  according  to  the  returns  from  the  par- 
ishes, and  also  state  the  names  of  the  parishes 
from  which  the  reports  are  defective. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Convention 
do  now  adjourn  until  to*monow  morning,  9 
o'clock. 

FaiDAY,  May  17,  1833. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Bishop  Moore,  D.  D.,  who  topk  the  chair 
as  president. 

Mr.  John  Nelson,  from  the  committee  for  ex- 
amining  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
fond  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  deceased  clergymen,  made  the  following  re- 
port, which  waa  read  and  received : — 

The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
accoanu  of  tha  traasurer  of  tfaa  fond  iw  the  tq>- 


port  of  the  widows  and  oiphans  of  decaaaed 
clergymen,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  annex- 
ed account  ia  tEe  only  document  fnmiabed  then^ 
and  that  they  have  no  meana  of  ascertaining  its 
corractneas.  Joan  NiLaoN,  Chairman. 

• 

The  Fund  for  Relief  of  the  Widows  anJ  Or- 
pkane  of  Deceaeed  Clergymen  of  /flfc  Efisoh 
pal  Chirek  of  Vtrgimui,  ta  meeatuU  with  John 
Hoof,  TVaasarsr.  Dr. 

1833,  May  S8.— To  cash  transmitted 
Miss  Maria  Heath  per  Mr.  Jamas 
Brown, $30  00 

June  1. — ^To  cash  paid  for  four  shares  ' 
of  Farmers*   Bank  of  Alexandria 
stock,  -        -        .        -     ItO  00 

1883,  March  4.— To  caah  loaned  by 
order  of  Standing  Committee  on  a 
good  bond,  at  aix  percent,  interaat,      600  00 

April  i{9.— To        do.        do.         do.  1,600  00 
Balance  to  new  account,    -        -     107  16 


Cr, 


fS,457  16 


1832,  May  16— By  old  account  for 
balance  in  treaaurer'a  hand,  -  $167  79 

July  3. — Quarter'a  intereat  on  three 

percenta.,    -         -        •         -         -       16  SO 

"  5. — Dividend  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
5  shares, 15  00 

Oct.  1.— Do.  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria, 98  aharea,  -        -      96  00 

"  2. — Quarter's  interest  on  three  per 
centa.,  -        -        -        -        •      16  28 

**  6— Cash  for  tyvo  thirds  of  $2,087  78 
of  three  per  cent,  stock,  redeemed 
by  United  States,  -         -        -  1,858  68 

1833,  Jan.  4. — Cash  for  balance  of 

three  per  cents.,  ....  679  80 
*'  Quarter's  interest  on  do.  -  -  6  0^ 
**  Dividend  Bsnk  of  Alexandria,  five 

sharcfiB, 16  00 

April  1. — Do.  Farmera'  Bank  of  Alex- 

andria,  98  shares,  -        -        -      08  00 


$2,457  16 


May  9. — By   balance  in  treasurer's 

hands,  -  .         -        -  $107  16 

£.  E.  John  Hoorr,  Treaaurer. 

The  funde  are  at  folhwt,  vur.  .* — 

98  shares  of  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria stpck,  at  par,      -        t        $4,900  00 
5  shares  of  Bank  of  Alexandria,  at  par,  1,000  00 
1  share  of  Bank  of  Virginia,  at  par,     100  00 

A  good  note  and  bond  bearing  intereat 

at  six  per  cent.,  ...  8,800  00 

Robert  Andrews's  estate,  balance  of 
note,  with  interest  from  80th  April, 
1829,  till  paid,      -        -        -        -    890  28 

Cash  in  hand,  «        .        •        •     107  16 


$8,706  80 


Dr.  Isaac  Winston,  a  lay  delegate  from  St 
Stephen's  Church,  Colpeppar  oo/uOfp  •fftuti 
and  took 
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Ob  motioB  of  Rev.  Mr.  Onoimer, 
RaMlved,  That  tht  Rav.  Edward  C.  M*Giure, 
Rey.  Charies  Mann,  Mr.  Ednrand  I.  Lee,  aod 
Mr  John  Hoofi^  be  requested  to  publish  the  cod- 
edtntion  and  regulations  of  the  society  for  the 
relief  of  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  cler- 
grmen  of  this  diocess,  accompanied  by  the 
names  of  ^e  subscribers,  and  such  a  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  society  as  they  may  deem 
proper,  and  send  four  copies  to  each  clergyman 
m  this  diocess. 

The  Rev.  Henry  W.  DucacheC,  M.  D.,  from 
the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church,  made 
the  following  report : — 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church  beg 
lea^e  respectfully  to  report  to  the  CooTention, 
that,  after  long  and  serious  deliberaticm  upon  a  va- 
riety of  matters  connected  with  the  interests  of  the 
chorch,  ther  have  come  to  the  resolution  to  pro- 
poae  the  following  particulars  to  the  notice  of  this 

On  the  subject  of  the  canons  of  the  chorch  in 
this  diocess,  referred  to  them  by  the  vote  of  this 
Convention,  they  would  propose  that  a  special  com- 
mittee of  seven  persons  oe  appointed,  to  examine 
and  inquire  in  what  respects  the  present  consti- 
tution and  canons  may  require  revision  and  alter- 
ation, aod  what  new  canons  may  be  needed ;  to 
draught  such  as  may  be  deemed  by  them  neces- 
sary ;  and  that  this  committee  be,  and  hereby  are 
instructed,  to  report  in  full  at  the  next  Convention. 
As  It  regards  the  important  question  respecting 
the  representation  from  the  parishes,  the  commit- 
tee are  of  opinion,  that  the  second  article  of  the 
omstitution  ought  not  to  be  so  construed  as  to 
give  to  any  parish,  church,  or  consregation,  the 
right  of  sendmg  to  this  body  more  than  one  dele- 
gate, unless  in  the  event  of  its  having  no  clergy- 
man engaged  and  occupied  as  its  minister.    And 
by  a  clergyman  engaged  and  occupied  as  a  min- 
ister, your  committee  mean  one  who  has  been  offi- 
cially employed  by  a  congregation  or  a  vestry,  to 
officiate  among  them  at  stated  times.    As  some 
ioubt  has  arisen,  however,  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  said  second  article,  and  as  it  is  highly  impor- 
tant that  a  matter  of  so  much  consequence  should 
be  definitely  settled  and  clearly  understood,  your 
committee  propoee  that,  agreeably  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  constitution, 
which  provides  for  the  making  of  changes  in  that 
instmmenl,  notice  be  given  to  the  several  vestries 
within  the  diocess,  that  it  is  proposed,  at  the  next 
ensaing  Convention,  so  to  alter  and  amend  the 
mid  second  article  <tf  the  constitution,  as  that  all 
of  it  after  the  words  "  memben  ex-oflScio,"  in  the 
sixth  line  of  the  printed  edition  of  1828,  be  stricken 
oat ;  and  the  following  words  added  and  inserted 
in  liira  thereof  viz. :  "  the  Convention  shall  also 
be  cooiposed  of  lay  memben,  consisting  of  one  del- 
egate from  each  parish,  church,  or  congrention, 
or  of  two  lay  delegates  from  each  parish,  church, 
or  congregation  in  which  there  shaJl  be  no  clergr- 
maA  wno  nas  been  settled,  or  otherwise  officially 
employed  by  the  people  or  the  vestry  to  officiate 
among  them  statedly.^ 

Your  committee  have  taken  mto  consideration 
the  subjects  embraced  in  the  discourse  delivered 
at  the  openiiw  of  the  session  by  the  Kight  Rev.  the 
Aasistant  Bishop ;  and,  cordislly  approving  the  sen- 
timenCe  expressed  in  the  same,  viewing  it  as  pre- 
senting most  ioipoftant  and  valuable  considere- 
ikme  to  the  nocioe  of  the  church,  and  regarding  it 
le  an  official  document,  and  as  in  the  nature  of  a 
cknie  to  the  deigy,  thav  woold  respectfully  pro- 
pose to  the  CamMOB  Ihti  a  committee  of  two 


persons  be  appointed  to  wait  iipon  the  Right  Rtr. 
the  Assistant  Bishop,  to  signify  to  him  tne  wish 
and  request  of  this  body  that  ne  will  poblish  the 
same,  or  such  parts  of  it  as  he  may  thmk  proper, 
in  such  form  as  he  nuy  iudge  expedient  And  tner 
further  propose,'that  tne  treasurer  be  instructed 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  said  publication  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  Convention. 

It  has  occurred  to  your  committee  that  there  is 
another  subject  deserving  of  the  notice  and  imme- 
diate action  of  this  body.  Our  churches  are  erect- 
ed, consecrated,  and  solemnly  set  apart  for  the 
worship  and  the  service  of  Almighty  Ood.  The 
use  of  them  for  any  other  purposes  than  those  of 
religious  worship,  is,  then,  plainly  a  deviation  from 
their  true  design.  Your  comnuttee  therefore  ad- 
vise the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  viz. : 
that  it  bo  recommended  to  the  clergy,  and  vestries, 
and  the  congregations  in  the  diocess.  to  discoun- 
tenance, to  discourage,  and  to  use  all  their  influ- 
ence to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  of  using  housee 
of  worship  belonging  to  toe  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  lor  miUtary  processions,  political  meet- 
ings, political  orations,  and  such  like  things ;  and 
the  using  of  them  for  any  purposes  vvhatever 
merely  secular. 

The  imperfect  character  of  many  of  the  pno- 
chial. reports  has  been  long  a  subject  of  regret  uaA. 
complaint  in  the  church,  and  leads  to  many  great 
inconveniences.  By  this  defect  in  our  retume 
we  are  deprived  of  the  wily  accurate  sources  of 
information  as  to  the  true  state  of  the  diocess. 
Your  committee  would  therefore  respectfully 
urge  upon  the  Convention  the  necessity  of  taking 
measures  to  secure  more  minute  and  definite  re- 
turns ;  and  for  this  purpose  would  suggest  that » 
form  be  drawn  out  by  tne  secretary,  and  printecf 
as  an  appendix  to  the  Journal.  This  form  wiU 
provide  tor  the  statistical  matten  at  least;  and 
all  other  matters  calculated  to  throw  lisht  upon-' 
the  state  of  the  churches  can  be  added  by  the^ 
respective  rectors  and  ministen  at  the  boiuon^ 
of  their  reports.  For  a  view  of  the  matter*- 
that  ought  to  be  embraced  in  the  parochial  re- 
ports, your  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the* 
first  section  of  the  fifty-first  canon  of  the  Oeneral 
Convention,  and  also  to  the  twenty-ninth  canon. 

The  great  importance  of  a  well-selected  libnury 
to  every  dergyman,  and  to  the  people  of  a  congre- 

SBtion,  is  so  obvious,  that  your  committee  will  noH 
etain  you  by  anv  remarks  on  the  subject  iUl.it 
IS  presumed,  will  acknowledge  it  to  ble  highly  oe- 
sirable,  that  every  church  ahould  possese  such  a 
collection  of  books  as  are  calculated  to  promote 
piety,  to  disseminate  rehgious  instruction,  and  to 
furnish  the  people  with  sound  knowledge  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  church  rests  the  peculiar- 
ities by  wnich  she  is  distinguished.  Convinced 
that  to  secure  to  every  congregation  such  an  ac- 

Suisition,  there  is  nothing  necessary  but  some 
lUle  effort  on  the  part  of  the  clergy,  the  commit- 
tee propose  to  the  Convention  the  rollowing  reso- 
lution, viz.  :  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  declared  to 
be,  the  duty  of  every  minister  to  use  all  proper  ef- 
forts to  procure  a  parochial  library,  for  tne  use  of 
the  people  of  his  charse :  and  that  it  be  respect- 
fully recommended  to  tne  vestries  and  conffrega- 
tions  of  the  diocess  to  concur  with  and  to  aia  their 
ministers  in  the  accomplishment  of  so  desirable 
an  object. 

Addinff  merely  that  the  general  state  of  the  dio- 
cess is  highly  encouraging,  and  that  no  further 
particulars  occur  to  them  as  necessary  to  be  pre- 
sented for  your  consideration  at  this  time,  your 
committee  respectfolly  present  their  report 
Signed  by  order  of  the  committee. 

Hbitbt  W.  Dvoaohbt,  Chairman. 


On  motion,  Reulrrd,  Th>l  ihe 

be  laid  upon  ihe  ublc  until  iJUi  dii 
ihia  tuoming. 

The  aecretirr  rcceiTed  Ihc  following  coiitri- 
butiom  from  sundrt  p«rnhn  in  lhi»  dioceM  for 
Ike  lonungeoi  fiiral.  md  tow»td«  the  remunera- 
tion  of  Bubop  Moore  (oi  tua  epiacopki  aemcei, 


ai.    Paul'a    Chnreh,     Ljroeh- 

boig.  •  »15  00 

Sl  Paul'i  puiah,  King  Oeoiga 

countf,      -         -  -     B  00 

Sl.  Paur»  Chorih,  Aleiwidna,  W  00 

Cbriat  Churcb,  Fiirfai  pilish. 

AleiiDdna.         -         ■         -  30  00 

Sl.    Jobo's    Chucch.    Hei 
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id  leporl 


St.  P»ii 


I    Church,  TUlotWn 


.  15  0 


t.  John's  ChuK 


.  Har 


impton.  6  61 
Calloway  uid  Kocliiiah  cLrch- 

ei.  NelMn,  -        -  13  00 

Monumectal    Church,    Ricb- 

mood,  -  -  -  ■  30  00 
Sl.   Luke'i  Chaich.  parinb  of 

Newport,  Ida  of  Wight,  -  3  30 
"  ■      ■  ■     ■       ■       oiinly,   18  60 


,   New-Ula>- 


St.    Geo 


7  00 

■  30  00 

.  SO  00 
IS  00 

.  30  no 


0  00 
13  00 

5  00 

9  SO 
3  36 

6  60 
U  OS 

a  80 

1  40 

000 
SOM 


Cbriat  Church.  Wincheatsr, 
Christ  Church,  Lancutor  ca  , 
Shelbuine  parish,  I.eeibiirg. 
Bath  pKiiili,  Dinwiddie,  and   i 
St.  AndiHw'i  parish,  Bruni-  S  30  00 

wick,        -        ■        •         ) 
V«ntm'»  Chuich,   St.   Aiine'a 

paiith,  Eiaei  coann-,  -  30  DO 

Soiuh  Farnham  paruh,  Eisei 

coiinly,  -  -  -  -  10  00 
FiBdericlieville   parish,    Albe- 

maHe  county,  -  -  -  3  00 
Lamb's   Creek  Church.   King 

George  county,  -         -     6  00 

Ware  and  Abmgdon  paiishes, 

Glouceatei,  -  -  -  S8  19 
Camdeti  pariah,  Pitlsylvania  CO.,  16  00 
St.  Jamea'a  parish,   Mecklea- 

burg  county,       -         -         -  16  00 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Norfolk,       10  00 
Christ  Church.  Notbom«  par- 
iah, Berkeley  county,  -     6  00 
CambeTtand  pnrish.  Lunenburg 

county.  -  -  -  -  8  39 
Bristol  palish.  Pelenburg,  -  30  00 
Wes lover  parish.  Charles  City 

county,  -  -  -  -  0  00 
Berkeley  panib,    Spolaylvania 


Sl,  Margaral'a  pariah,  Carolini 


G  00 


-   10  00         5  00 
Amount  carried  rorwaid,    t489  15  (|7S  97 


Amount  brought  forward,  S4S9   15  tl7S  97 

Frederick  p«iah.  Frederick  CO,  IS  00  IS  60 

Antrim  parish.  Halifai  couoty,  I»  OS  4  44 

Trinity  Church,  Portsmouth,      16  00  5   18 

Aii^slB  parish.  Slaunton,           10  00  0  00 

Bruion  pahab,  Williamaburg.  10  00  6  00 
Lyruibarfln     parish,     Prtneeu 

Anne  county,                      -    S  90  140 

Cbnat  Chaich,  Richmond.  -  10  00  8  4C 
St.  Aime'a  ptneh.  Allxmirie 

eounW.              .        .        -    8  60  1  40 

Christ  Chnreh.  Norfolk.  -  30  00  SS  00 
St.   Tbomaa'a   parish,   Orange 

county,  •  ■  -  10  00  6  Oa 
St.  Jamea'i  parish,  Northsm. 

Goochland,  -  ■  -  6  SO  S  80 
Leeds  puish,  Faoauier  county.  15  00  6  00 
BloomG-ld  paridi,  Madison  co  ,  &  00  S  00 
Russell  parish,  Bedford  co  .  30  00  6  00 
Sl.  Stephen's  Church.  Culpep- 
per county,  -  -  -  31  3*  4  T8 
St.    Mark's  pariah.   Culpepper 

county,      -         -                   -     0  00  5  6d 

Norbome  parish,  Berkeley  CO.,     0  00  11  3fi 

Dale  paridi,  Cbealerfield  CO  ,  0  00  0  70 
Hungar'a  parish,  Norlhamploa 

county,  -  -  ■  -600  SOD 
Rei.Wdlitm  Crawford,  Louisa 

county,      -        -        -        -    0  00  10  00 

Hamilton  pariah,  Fanquier  CO.,   15  00  4  30 


The  buainenB  o(  Ihe  CenveDtioa  was 
{d,  for  the  purpose  of  stlending  dirine  s 
he  Rev.  Wm  G.  H.  Jonea,  and  a  se 
Jie  Rby.  John  P.  M'Guite 
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ing  preamble  and  re»olulion  were  uDammoBily 
adopted  :^- 

■Whereas  the  managers  of  the  Bible  Socierrof 
Virginia  ha^e  adupiedmpaaiires  for  raisinff  in  thii 
stale,  diinng  the  present  year,  a  coaaiJeraJile  iom 
of  money,  to  be  appropriated  lo  Ihe  distribution  «( 
the  Bible  in  foreign  eiranlnes,  and  baie  directed 
Iheir  agent  (emeclfully  to  reqaeal  the  eipiessia 
of  the  ipprobanon  and  concurrence  of  ihe  bubop* 
and  Conranlion  of  this  church  in  the  prcusHl 
objecl — and  whereas  thia  Contention  is  dwplj 
•enaible  of  the  obtigalitn  which  rests  upon ihOU 
disciples  of  the  Lord  Jraoe  Christ  la  use  their  IM 
efforts  for  supplving  every  creature  with  the  wort 
of  life,  and  is  liiUy  miprBssed  with  the  impartaBn 
of  the  piopnaed  measures  ai  heme  calcntaled  lo 
put  honour  upon  God's  holv  word,  lo  confoi  tli« 
ncbeat  of  blessings  opon  the  desiitule  snd  beiurit- 
ed  portions  of  the  world,  and  lo  cherish  sndni- 
creSiSB  that  sjunl  of  zeal  for  God's  glorx  and  of 
lovs  for  the  souls  of  men  which  we  haie  ram 
to  hope  is  m  a  good  degree  awakened  in  oat 
churchea ;— Therefore, 

Reaolvod.  That  Ihia  Convention  cordially  I^^ 
ommend  the  object  of  the  Bible  Society  to  dw 
church™  in  this  dioceas,  and  aOectioniiteli  it- 
quests  the  members  and  friends  of  the  same  Ui 
co-operate  in  the  accompliilunenl  of  the  a!<on 
olijccl  byiheii  prayers  and  lheirconlribiitton<,iiid 
by  Biich  assistance  as  circomatancBs  may  enibit 
lliem  to  alTord  to  Mr.  Wiltiam  M  Atkmam.Ihe 
general  agent  of  the  society, 
of  hiB  agency  —  "■-•-  — - 


!  the  society,  in  the  proaecnU 
■heir  r«ij>ecttTe  panabta. 
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71m  npoit  of  tha  cmnimttM 
tha  chiircb  wu  Ulm  up ;  and 
than  mule  bjr  Mr.  Hugh  Nii1»n  to  Btnke  out 
frvtn  the  «K>n](,  "Aa  it  regatdi,"  itc.,  down  to 
the  word),  "  anMing  them  «l»ledly,"  ' 


thiidM 


of  the  report — ponding  the  ducui-  i  wonhip  ind  h 


IS  occurred  lo  ;oui 
:r  lubjecl  desei'ing  of  th< 
ctionorthu  t«d;.     Ouri 
nted,  and  K>1i 
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Mof  nid  pnUica- 
inunitiee  that  then  it 


m  of  which  the  ConTentioa  adjounied,  to : 
t  B  o'clock. 
Hit  19,  1839. 
punuaul  to  (djouroment, 


inl*  tet  Bpait  jbr  tha 

lighlT  God,    Tba  uaa 

puipoK*  ihui  tboac  of  reli- 

I,  plunlr  ■  denatiwi  Iron 


The  Conicntion  met  punuaul  to  adjourn 
and  «H  ^MDed  with  pnjret  bj  tha  Right 


RaT. 


^  Moore. 

The  Kcf .  Williun  Crawford,  of  Loniaa  coon- 
If,  appeared  and  took  hii  seat. 

Od  motion,  leaie  of  tbaanca  loi  the  remain- 
der of  the  aaaiion  waa  granted  lo  the  Rer.  Mr. 
Syroa. 

Tha  CoD*aDtion  took  np  the  [epoit  of  the 
commillae  upon  the  atate  of  the  church,  and 
opon  the  qaaation  being  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment propoaed  on  jettenitir  hy  Mi.  Hugh  Nel- 
aOD,  to  ainke  out  the  third  MCUon,  the  tame  waa 
carried  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Farland,  the  lifth  aaction 
of  the  report  wa*  amended  hj  Bttiking  out  the 
woidf  foltawiiis:  "and  the  uging  of  them  for 
•DTporpoaea  whatever  meiel)^  aecular." 

Tbe  asaaion  of  the  Convention  waa  Ihea  eua- 
pendod,  for  the  purpoae  of  attending  dinne  aer- 
lice  br  the  Rer.  Jamea  Daughen,  tiod  a  eermon 
by  the  Rev.  Adam  Empie. 

After  aerrice,  the  Convention  agxin  took  up 
Iha  report  of  the  committee  on  the  slate  of  the 
church,  and  on  the  queilion  being  taken 
reiving  and  approving  the  i 
in  the  affiimativa  ;  uid,  aa 


aj  other  pui 

giou*  worship,  ii,  then,  i ,  _     .         .. 

I  thekr  true  design.  Your  ciuumittea  therefon  ad- 
vise the  adoption  of  the  tallowing  resoJotioD,  viz. : 
that  it  Ire  recommended  to  the  clergy,  and  veatnet, 
and  the  convre^Iions  in  the  diocess,  to  discoun- 
tenance, to  discourage,  and  to  use  all  Iheii  influ- 
ence to  put  a  atop  to  ihe  practice  of  uaini  houses 
of  wotship  belonging  to  the  Protestant  Episctqiatl 
Church  for  mdilary  proceuions,  Dulitical  mael- 
ingi.  political  oiationa,  uid  such  hke  things. 

The  imperfect  cbanctei  of  uuny  of  the  paro- 
cbial  reports  hsa  been  long  a  subject  of  regret  sDd 
complaint  in  the  church,  and  leaas  to  many  great 

: j,jj^:_  j_,__.  : . 


ion  a*  to  the  irui 
unitlee  would  Ihi 


e  of  the  diocesa.  Your 
re  respectfully  urge  Dpoa 
ins  i,oii>eiiiiDn  ine  neceeiity  of  taking  measures 
to  secure  more  minute  and  definite  retunui  and 
for  this  purpose  would  suggest  that  a  form  be 
drawn  out  by  the  aecreiary,  siid  pnwed  aa  an  ip- 
pendii  to  the  journal.  Thia  fomi  will  provide  (or 
the  iMtiaiical  nutieia  at  least,  aiid  all  other  mat- 
ten  calculated  lo  throw  light  upon  the  atate  of  tha 
churches  can  be  added  by  the  respective  rectors 
and  ministers  at  tha  bottoro  of  then  reports.  For 
I  vieH  of  the  mailers  Ihai  ought  to  be  embraced 
in  the  parochial  lepoits,  your  CO 


Tbe  committee  on  the  st 


e  of  Ihe  chi 


„,.  .^    ly-ninlh  canon. 

carried  '      1'lie  groat  impcvtance  of  a  well-aelected  Ubislj 

.     1^1    '  to  every  clergyman,and  to  the  peopleof  a  congra- 

"  ™-  .  gation.  la  so  obiioua,  that  vour  committee  wdl  not 

^-  ■      A11,H 

uoti,  and  to 


I  detaui  you  by  any  remarka  on  the  subject.    All, 
urch  beg    la  presumed,  will  acknowledgf  ■'  "  '-  '"-'■' 


leave  reapectfully  to  report  to  the  Con>enlion,  deiirible  that  every  chui 

that,  aflar  long  and  aenous  deUbeialion  upon  a  i  collection  of  books  aa  a 

variety  of  mallen  cotinected  with  the  intereats  of  petf,  to  diasemiiiate  leli;, 

Ibe  CDQich,  Ihav  have  come  to  the  resolution  lo  Furnish  the  people  with  aoutid  knowledee  i 

prOfHMe  tha  fillunviag  psjticutara  to  the  notice  of  itrounds  upon  which  tlio  chuTch  leslB—the 


(sbywh 


ine  and  imiDiie  in  what  reapecta  the  present  c( 
■tiltition  and  canons  msy  require  revision  and 
■Iteration,  and  what  new  canons  may  be  needed  ;  | 
to  diaoghl  incb  aa  may  be  deemed  by  themnec< 


„  lished.  Convinced 
I  every  congregation  such  an  acqui- 
nothing  neceasary  but  some  little 

..    he  followij„    .. 

..  __, jereby  ia  declared  lo 

if  every  mitiister  to  use  all  proper  effoita  u 
re  a  parochii]  library  fiT  the  use  of  Ihe  peo- 
hia  charge  :  and  that  it  be  respeclfuLly  re 


Yourcomi 
tbe  aofajecta     .    ... 
■t  tha  opening  of  the 


n  the  disroutse  delivered 
lamn  by  the  Right  Rever 


igmereEv  that  the  general  state  of  the  dity 

,    „ -   highly  ent ' • '—' — 

Bishop ;  and,  cordially  approving    paiticulan 


tlie  aaatimanla  aiptened  _. „  ._ 

aa  preaanting  moat  important  and  laluable  conaid- 

it  a>  an  MBdil  document,  and  as  in  tbe  nature  of 
«  ehaige  to  tbe  cletgy,  they  would  respectfully 


:ouraging,  and  that  no  further 

•ented  for  ytwt  conaideratirai  st  this  time,  roar 
~  teapectfully  present  tlieii  report. 


le  Convention  that 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee, 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  inquire  in  what  reapecta  tbe  ptee- 
mt  eonslitation  and  canons  may  reijuiie  revision 
le  will  Dubliah  '"^  alteration,  and  what  new  canons  may  be 
».  WBO,  w  «.cn  pana  m  »  »  he  may  think  "e*^"^'  "^  ">  ^'^i^^  ■"'=*'"  °"^  ^  ^""^ 
nonr.  in  encb  form  a«  he  may  indgo  expedient,  hy  ihem  neceaaaiy,  and  that  the  committee  report 
lioA  Itaey  (nrthsi  piopoM,  thai  the  Ireaiont  b«    the  renitl  of  dieir  inveitigation  to  the  neit  Cm>- 
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TmUon ;  ind  fiinher,  that  the  committee  dc 
cania  two  hundred  capiei  of  the  nme  to  be 
pnntsd,  uul  Innunil  ODS  copy  to  each  clergj' 
Dun  of  the  diocew.  to  be  laud  before  the  reipec- 
IJTe  TBetriee,  end  the  teaidue  of  wid  copie*  lend 
to  the  •ecretaiT  of  the  Convention,  ind  thM  the 
cipenie  of  piinling  and  Irangmilling  the  reporl 
be  ptid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  chutch. 

The  president  then  mppoinled  the  Right  Rev. 
Biabop  Meade,  the  Kei.  Henry  W.  Ducuhet, 
M.  D,,  the  ReT.  Charles  Minn,  the  Rei.  Ed- 
ward C.  M'Ouire,  Mr.  Edmund  I.  L«,  Mr. 
Thomu  Manhill.  end  Mr.  Wubington  Bmatl, 
to  compoH  the  aaid  committee. 

On  motion  of  Rev,  John  Oraromer, 

Heaotved,  That  the  treuuret  of  the  ConTen- 
tion  pay  to  the  Right  Rev.  WilliuD  Meade,  aa- 
■iMaat  biahop  of  thia  dioceaa,  the  aum  of  three 
hundred  dollars,  to  defray  the  eipenae*  ineurrvd 
by  him  in  perfonnance  of  his  episcopal  duties. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Mann,  fram  the  committee 
on  parochial  report*,  made  the  Mowii^  report, 
which  wag  read  and  accepted : — 

The  committee  on  the  parochial  raport*  beg 
teave  to  atsle,  that  they  have  performed  the  duty 
aasifDed  them  so  far  as  Ihey  fell  thsmeelves  su- 
I  abridging  the  reports 


Pamchial  report  of  the  panab  of  rrederick.  1S33. 
The  condition  of  the  paruh  i*  coniidered  od  the 
wbole  a*  encoursgmg.  There  aie  four  churehea, 
—     ■-    '     I     ■   f:      -  ■    performed  «• 


iKnUi 


havehnRiBd 


and  the  deportment  of  the  congregatioi 
of  seriouaneaft.  Beaidea  the  re^lsr 
the  fout  churehea,  there  are  five  otJwr  pi 

nag  the  last  jsti  seven  le 

whom  five  were  adults. 
There  have  been  ttuileea  fonenls  aod  two  a 

Number  of  caammnicanta  t»e  hDDdied  aid 

A  new  and  coannodioas  charch  haa  bsen  boill 
at  Millwood,  which  was  cooseciaud  10  the  aerVK* 
of  God  on  Chrialmaa-daj.    There  are  three  Son- 


day  Schools  in 


EdiiM- 


brthe 


everal  p 
lew  oft' 
IB  requited  hi  i 


d  baft 


Etofco 


ofthu 


r  cburchea  as  ca 


to  the  Sunday  Schoole, 

and  otber  benevolent  ac 

rapona  handed  in.  and  the  want  of  reports  ^m 

many  important  pariahea  noi  clerically  repreaeni- 

hut  an  imperfect  view  of  the  present  atate  and 
condition  of  the  Episcopal  Church  m  this  diocesa. 

They  recommend  the  aubject  to  the  clerKy,  and 
*ould  auggeit   the  proorieiy  of   forwarding   by 

mail,  at  the  aeaeion  c       '  ' '^-- 

pott)  fram  such  parii 

re^esented  by  either  >  cicncai  or  lay  iiepuiy. 

The  committee  would  further  auggesl,  that 
moat  intereating  report  might  be  forrned,  if,  at  lb 
neTt  saaaion  of  this  body,  each  ctergyman  woul 
state  in  his  report  the  penod  when  ibe  parish  i: 

of  communicante  si  that  time,  and  the  periods  ii 
which  the  advantages  of  religious  mstruclioo  hav 
been  enjoyed. 

By  order,  CiuiLis  Uihh,  Chairman. 


The  rector  of  the  Monumental  Chnrch  reports 
to  the  Convention,  that  the  communicants  belong- 
ing to  the  pariah  amount  to  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty or  ooe  hundred  and  eighty,  and  that  he  has 
baptized,  aince  our  last  annual  meeting,  twenty- 
three  chddren.  The  rector  also  reports,  that, 
though  far  advanced  in  yean,  he  opens  hia  cbuich 
twice  on  the  Sabbath  ;  that  hia  congregations  In 
"■■ ■ ■>  large  and  atlenli'e;  that  he  is 


\ZI,'i 


There  ia  a  very  reapectable  Sondav  School  be- 
longmg  to  the  church,  supplied  with  competent 
Isachen ;  and  which,  from  measures  lately  adopt- 
ed^  he  has  no  doubt  will  increaae  m  numbers. 
■Wveial  hundred  dolUia  have  b««ii  railed  within 


the  parah.  two  Aniilii 
uui  fwEiBUEB,  and  as  many  Uiaaionary  & 

which  are  ertdeavourioi  to  caotribale  l 

lowarda  the  pnmouon  of  the  inl<restin|  ebiaela 
for  which  they  were  formed.  The  Cdooiialion 
Society  still  continue*  to  draw  liberal  donatioM 
from  many  warn  friend*  in  this  pariah.  The  sl- 
tenlion  of  the  minister*  of  thia  paruh  ia  in  bdom 
good  dsiree  directed  towaida  the  relittiMU  instrvc- 
tion  of  the  servants.     On  every  Sabbuh  aftenwcn 


10  made  of  one  blood  all 


nations  upon  earth,  grant 

eflbit  ni  behalf  of  the  poor  ai 

may  become  rich  in  faith  ant 

for  Jeeita  Christ's  sake.  W[llum  . 

St.  Paul's  parish.  King  Ceoige  county.  The 
rector  rcporta,  that  a  deep  interevl  a  mantfeated 
by  many  under  his  pastoral  care  upon  the  momen- 
toua  subject  of  religion,  and  that  the  power  of  tha 
Holy  Spirit  haa  been  displayed  m  the  conversion 
of  soula  to  Qod.  Since  maJting  the  last  report, 
death  ha*  removed  some  of  our  number  to  that 
rest  which  remaineth  (or  the  people  of  God.  Du- 
ring that  period  three  have  died,  two  have  removed 
fram  the  parish,  thirteen  have  been  contirmad,  ten 
have  been  baptized,  two  numaie*  have  been  aol- 
emnized,  and  sii  funerals  attended.  Through  tha 
libenlily  of  the  female  members  (rf  St.  Paul's  sod 
Brunswick  parubes,  t32  50  have  been  laiaed  la 
constitute  then  minister  a  life  member  of  the  Ed- 
ucation Society.  A  Sunday  School  ha*  locenlly 
been  organiieif,  and  ptoroiaea  much  usefulness. 
Eight  member*  have  beeu  added  lo  the  comma- 
mun  since  last  Convention,  leavmg  the  presed 
number  thirty-five. 

ZtCHllIlB  H.  Got-DSWTO. 

Brunawick  parish,  King  Oeoise  county.  The 
spiritual  condition  of  this  pariah  has  much  in^ 
proved.  Smce  making  our  last  report,  ooe  mar- 
riage ha*  been  aolemtiiied.  four  have  imen  admitted 
lo  the  apostolic  nte  of  confirmation,  two  funeral* 
bave  beeu  attended,  and  four  peiaons  have  been 
added  to  the  communion,  making  the  present 


The  rector  of  Hamilton  and  Leeds  parisbea^ 
Fauquier,  reports,  that  than  has  bean  MDia  addi- 
tion to  the  number  of  cwnawuaciui  In  bo^  pt^ 
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Mms:  iMt  doatliB  nd  nmofvab  htj^  kept  their 
•ctual  nainber  sboat  the  nme  as  reportea  to  the 
Uai  Conventioo.  CommuQicanta  in  both  parisbea 
about  aixty — biptiaiiia  Dine— maniagea  eight — 
fiinerala  nine — Sunday  SchooU  two,  one  in  each 
pariah,  and  both  promiaing  much  uaefubieaa. 

Among  the  tokens  for  ^ood  for  which  the  rector 
haa  to  bo  thankful,  ia  an  mcreaaing  apirit  of  liber- 
ality towards  religious  and  charitable  institutions, 
especially  in  Leeds  parish.  Geo.  Lbmon. 

The  rector  of  St.  Thomaa*8  Church,  Oran^ 
courthouse,  reports,  that  he  took  charge  of  this 
congregation  in  Auguat  laat,  when  he  met  Bishop 
Mnsde,  who  preached,  held  a  confirmation,  ana 
admitted  aeveral  to  the  Lord*a  Supper.  SiQce 
that  time  a  vestry  has  been  formed,  and  materials 
are  in  a  considerable  state  of  forwardness  for  the 
erection  of  a  commodious  church.  The  rector 
haa  regularly  performed  service  here  every  alter- 
nate Lord'a  day,  and  lectured  once  a  week ;  he 
idso  preaches  once  a  month  for  the  special  bene^ 
of  the  cc^oured  people,  and  hopes  to  be  able  to  do 
•till  more  for  tnia  neglected  race  of  hia  fellow- 
creaturee.  There  is  a  Sabbath  School,  but  aa  yet 
not  well  orgaoixed. 

The  number  of  conmiunicanta  added  by  the 
Viehop  five,  by  the  rector  twelve,  total  number 
twenty-six. 

Baptisms  thirty-five,  two  of  which  were  cases 
of  adults,  and  four  were  cases  of  coloured  children 
^-marriages  five. 

The  rector  of  St.  ThonuM'a  also  reports,  that 
he  has  under  his  care  Walker'a  Church  in  Albe- 
naarle,  where  he  preaches  once  a  month,  and  that 
be  alao  preachea  at  a  place  in  Louiaa  county,  call- 
ed Free  Union,  sufficiently  near  for  the  people  of 
Walker's  congregation  to  attend,  and  thus  avail 
themselves  oftwo  services  in  the  month, 

W|LLUM  G.  H.  Jones. 

Bristol  pariah,  Peteraburg.  It  gives  me  much 
faUsfaction  to  state,  that  the  attendance  on  public 
worship  in  this  parish  is  better  ow  than  probably 
it  has  ever  been,  and  opreat  hopes  are  entertained 
that  the  good  effects  thence  resulting  will,  in  due 
time,  be  made  manifest.  In  other  respects,  no 
g[reat  change  has  taken  place  since  last  Conven- 
tion. A  very  few  only  have  been  added  to  the 
number  of  conununicanta.        Anobbw  Stmi. 

Parish  of  St.  Jamea,  Northern,  Goochland. 
There  has  been  but  little  change  in  the  condition 
or  prospects  of  this  parish  since  it  was  last  report- 
ed to  the  Convention.  Two  members  have  been 
added  to  the  communion— baptisms  five,  one  adult 
jind  four  ohildren— one  marruge. 

J.  DouoHBir. 

Not  being  prepared  to  take  the  whole  charge  of 
A  parish,  with  the  approbation  of  our  biahop  I 
bave  been  residing  in  Richmond,  as  the  most  cen- 
tral poaition  virith  regard  to  three  neighbouring 
counties,  Chesterfield,  Charies  City,  and  King 
William ;  in  which,  once  a  month  in  each,  I  have 
been  preaching  since  the  first  of  January.  It  givea 
me  pleasure  to  mention  the  exertions  of  a  few 
friends  of  the  Episcopal  Church*  through  the  in- 
atrumentality  of  whom  it  has  been  sustained  for 
some  time,  under  many  difficulties,  in  the  two  first 
named  counties.  Within  a  few  years  past  an  old 
church  in  each  of  these  has  been  repaired.  Resi- 
dent ministers  among  these  people  would  do 
much  ibr  the  cause  of  Christ.  Our  congregations 
increase.  They  hear  the  gospel  apparently  with 
much  attention.  Parke  F.  Bxbeblky, 

Christ  Church,  Richmond.  The  rector  of  this 
church  states,  that  the  number  of  communicants 
reported  by  him  to  the  last  Convention  waa  nxtj ; 
eince  that  time  there  have  been  eleven  addecL  aix 
bave  removed  or  withdrawn,  and  two  have  died, 
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the  ]»raaent  number  dxty-thi^ea  maiw 
riages  nine— baptiams  eifht,  two  adults—  (unerali 
fourteen — confirmed  twelve.  The  number  of  luf 
hearers  has  increased,  and  while  in  many  pointa 
the  prospecta  of  his  church  are  pleasing,  ne  re- 
greta  that  he  cannot  advert  to  any  very  manifest 
apiritual  advancement. 

William  F.  Lex,  Rector. 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk,  Elizabeth  River  par* 
ish.  Since  the  last  report  to  the  ConventiOD| 
there  have  been  eighty-four  baptisms,  in  five 
cases  of  adults ;  there  have  been  confirmed  thir* 
t^-three  persons;  there  have  been  fifteen  ma^r* 
nages;  there  have  been  forty-four  funerals,  in 
twenty  cases  of  children  under  fourteen  yeara 
of  age ;  and  twenty-six  persons  have  been  added 
to  the  communion,  makmg  the  present  numbet 
two  hundred  and  thirty-eignt ;  ot  communicanta, 
eight  have  died,  six  have  removed,  and  ten  hav^ 
withdrawn.  These  are  all  the  changes,  except 
the  reorganization  and  great  increase  of  thtf 
Sunday  School.  The  congregation  continues  to 
flourish,  and,  through  God's  blessing,  to  enjo/ 
great  temporal,  and  some  spiritual  prosperity. 
Henbt  W.  Duoachet,  Rector, 

Report  of  Lexington  parish,  Amherst  countr, 
and  of  Nelson  parish.  Inquiring  for  the  material! 
of  a  report,  they  are  not  found  of  such  an  intereat* 
ing  character  as  the  minister  would  delight  to 
bring  before  the  Convention.  While  the  house 
of  God  has  been  generally  well  attended,  there 
has  not  been  observed  that  deep  and  serious  c(ni> 
sideration  of  the  truth  as  coming  from  God  to 
man,  which  is  so  ardently  to  be  desired  by  those 
who  believe  in  the  worth  and  duration  of  the  soiU, 

In  New-Glas^w  there  is  discovered  no  im* 
provement  in  spiritual  things.  Attendance  upon 
church  is  sometimes  good,  but  it  has  to  be 
lamented  that  there  are  many  more  hearers  thEQ 
doers  of  the  word. 

The  congregation  which  worships  at  Callaway*! 
is  believed  to  be  improving  in  knowledge  and  at* 
tachment  to  the  church.  There  is  here  mant« 
fested  a  willingness  to  give  to  all  objects  which 
are  intended  to  promote  the  ^lory  oi  God  }^po^ 
earth-  Besides  some  contributions  to  the  Tbeo* 
logic^  Seminarv,  it  is  expected  to  raise  a  scholar* 
ship  upon  Bedell's  plan.  Two  have  been  added 
to  the  communion.  Instruction  in  the  catechinn 
has  not  been  withheld  from  children.  The  colour* 
ed  people  attend  numerously,  and  it  is  hoped  wit]| 
benefit  to  their  souls.  The  church  edifice  ha! 
been  rendered  eomfortable,  as  well  in  winter  a! 
summer.  Not  a  few  who  belong  to  this  church 
conld  respond  to  the  interrogation,  Lovest  thou 
me?  Lord,  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  reorganize  the 
church  located  upon  Rockfish  river.  A  vestrr 
haa  been  elected,  and  the  old  Episcopal  churcn 
is  either  to  be  repaired,  or  else  removed  to  a  mora 
convenient  site.  The  number  of  communicant! 
is  twelve,  four  added,  and  two,  who  had  been 
warmly  attached  to  the  church  during  her  most 
forlorn  state,  have  died. 

A  church  which  will  coat  about  twelve  hundred 
dollars  is  to  be  built  this  summer  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Lovingston,  the  county  seat  of  Nelson, 
upon  land  given  by  Mr.  Robert  Rives,  sen.,  to  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Episcopal  denomination. 

Prom  the  ladies  of  New-Glasgow  there  has 
been  paid  Bomething  to  the  cause  of  missions,  and 
from  those  of  Callaway's  Church  to  aid  in  studiee 
preparatory  for  the  ministry.  The  other  two 
churches  in  Amherst,  which,  until  the  past  year, 
have  been  under  my  care,  are  now  destitute  of 
the  regular  ministration  of  the  word,  to  the  serfr 
ou!  regret  of  man  j^. 
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To  a  young  man  of  proper  qualifications,  a 
moderate  support,  but  a  una  reception,  would  be 
extended.  Tne  whole  number  of  communicants 
thirty -nine,  six  added— funerals  twelve— baptisms 
eight— marriages  eight.       Ciublks  H.  Paob. 

Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  D.  C.  Rev.  Charles 
Mann,  rector.  Since  the  last  Convention,  the 
church  building  occupied  by  this  congregation  has 
been  entirely  repaired,  and  the  interior  fitted  up 
in  a  very  neat  and  handsome  manner,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  several  hundred  dollars,  A  missionary 
association  has  heem  formed,  auxiliary  to  the  Do- 
mestic and  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  which  comprises 
every  member  of  the  communion,  and  is  intended 
to  embrace,  if  possible,  every  member  of  the  con- 
gregation :  its  prospects  of  a  liberal  support  are 
very  flattering  md^.  There  is  also  connected 
with  this  church  an  Auxiliary  Education  Society, 
which  has  contributed  about  sixty  dollars  to  the 
funds  of  the  parent  society  during  the  past  year. 
A  Benevolent  Society,  sustained  by  the  untiring 
efforts  of  several  valuable  ladies  in  the  congrega- 
tion, disburses  annually  about  one  hundred  dollars 
in  clothing  the  poorer  children  of  the  Sunday 
School,  and  in  administering  to  the  wants  of  the 
indigent  generally.  There  are  two  Bible  classes, 
one  under  the  care  of  the  rector,  and  the  other  of 
a  member  of  the  Theological  Seminary.  The 
Sunday  School  is  in  a  very  flourishing  and  inter- 
esting state,  the  number  of  scholars  being  only 
limited  by  the  accommodations  afforded  in  the  lec- 
ture-room. To  the  persevering  and  judicious  ef- 
forts of  many  gentlemen  connect^  with  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  our  Sunday  Schools  and  other 
benevolent  institutions  are  indebted  for  much  of 
the  success  which  attends  upon  their  exertions ; 
and  justice  to  that  institution  requires  us  to  say, 
that  the  zeal  of  its  members  to  promote  the  best 
interests  of  the  community  for  many  miles  around 
the  spot  on  which  it  is  located,  renders  it  a  rich 
blessmg  indeed. 

There  have  been  nineteen  additions  to  the  com- 
munion in  Christ  Church  during  the  past  year, 
■ix  males  and  thirteen  females— five  have  with- 
drawn. The  number  reoorted  last  year  was  one 
hundred  and  thirty,  added  nineteen,  total  one 
hundred  and  forty-nine ;  withdrawn  five ;  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  whites,  tliirteen  coloured, 
total  one  hundred  and  forty-four.  Baptisms,  two 
white  adults  and  twenty -nine  infants,  and  five  col- 
oured,, total  thirty-six— confirmed  (belonging  to 
congregation)  twelve — marriages  live — funerals 
nine.  Chablks  Mann,  Rector. 

Antrim  parish,  Halifax  county.  The  present 
aspect  of  this  parish  is  in  some  respects  less 
cheering  than  formerly.  In  many  instances  anxi- 
ety has  given  place  t^  indifference,  and  power  to 
lukewarmness.  Only  seven  communicants  have 
been  added,  and  of  these  one  has  removed,  ma- 
king the  present  number  thirty-eight — confirma- 
tions twenty-eight — baptisms,  adulU  four,  infants 
nine — marriages  two — funerals  five. 

Since  the  last  Convention  a  glebe  has  been 
purchased,  and  a  parsonage  fitted  up  for  the  use 
of  the  rector.  Liberal  contributions  have  been 
made  by  individuals  to  the  Missionary  Society  of 
our  church,  and  to  the  Theological  School  of  the 
diocess.  Chaslbs  Drksser. 

St.  Andrew's  Church,  Camden  parish,  Pittsyl- 
vania county.  Since  January,  I  have  devoted 
one  Sunday  a  month  to  this  infant  parish.  When 
the  weather  would  permit,  the  congregation  has 
been  large  and  attentive.  There  is  a  flourishing 
Sunday  School  taught  in  the  church,  and  could 
the  services  of  a  resident  clergyman  be  enjoyed, 
few  parishes,  it  is  believed,  would  be  more  flour- 


ishing. One  communicaDt  has  been  added  tli0 
last  year,  one  has  removed,  and  tae  died,  leavidf 
the  present  number  eleven— confirmatinoa  ax- 
infant  Imptisms  two — ^marriages  two— one  funeraL 

Chablu  Dbmsbb. 

St.  Margaret's  Church,  Caroline  county.  The 
rector  reports  that,  daring  the  jpest  yesr,  fSfteea 
have  bc»en  added  to  the  commanion,  preseat  wnn- 
ber  of  communicants  forty-five — baptisms  eleveo 
(one  adult)— fttnerals  nine — one  marriage — con- 
firmed  eleven.  He  also  reports  that  the  prospects 
in  this  parish  are  encouraging — subscriptiaos  are 
now  raising  for  the  erection  of  two  commodioas 
britk  churches,  and  for  repairing  the  old  building 
— ^it  is  expected  they  will  oe  completed  the  pres* 
ent  year. 

He  would  further  report,  that  he  has  preached 
occasionally  in  Berkeley  parish,  Spotoylvania, 
where  a  vestry  has  lately  been  elected,  and  sub* 
scriptions  commenced  for  the  erection  of  a  church. 
The  labours  of  a  pious  and  active  missioDary  are 
much  needed  in  this  parish  and  the  adjoming 
county  Louisa.  W.  Fbikno. 

St.  George's  Church,  Fredericksburg.  The 
minister  of  this'  church  has  nothing  of  especial  in-' 
terest  to  report  concerning  its  present  state.  If 
he  should  say  that  the  religious  sensibility  of  the 
congregation  is  not  so  great  as  at  some  fonner 
periods,  it  is  what  all  would  be  prepared  to  bear 
who  know  any  thins;  of  the  historv  of  religion  in 
this  unfriendly  world.  There  is,  nowever,  noUi- 
ing  of  which  we  can  seriously  complahi,  bat,  on 
the  contrary,  much  to  inspire  confidence  and 
awaken  gratitude  to  God.  However  unfaithfol 
we  may  have  been,  there  is  still  oontinaed  cause 
for  recording  the  loving  kmdness  and  tender  mer- 
cies of  the  Lord. 

Religious  institutions  command  a  general  re- 
spect among  us.  The  numben  filling  the  sanc- 
tuary proclaim  the  influence  and  ascendency  of 
divine  truth.  We  do  what  we  can  to  prevent  the 
people  from  mistaking  the  "  form**  lor  the  power 
of  religion. 

There  has  been  no  abatement  of  active  zeal  in 
the  cause  of  Christian  benevolence.  Much  has 
been  done  in  this  way  through  the  past  year.  The 
people  do  not  only  love  in  word,  but  in  deed,  and 
in  truth. 

The  congregation  has  erected  since  the  last 
Convention  a  commodioas  vestry-room.  One 
scholarship  in  the  Theological  Seminary  of  Vir- 
ginia has  been  endowed  for  five  years,  and  a 
second  is  in  a  fair  way  of  being  soon  completed. 
A  promising  youth,  taken  from  the  Sunday  School, 
has  been  sent  to  college  by  the  liberality  of  a 
few,  in  order  to  his  ultimate  preparation  lor  the 
ministry. 

Our  Sunday  Schools  (male,  female,  and  infuit) 
contain  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  children,  in- 
structed by  upwards  of  fifty  teachers.  Our  Bible 
classes  contain  from  sixty  to  seventy  jpersons^ 
The  rest  of  our  societies  continue  to  receive  their 
share  of  patronage,  and  to  exercise  a  salutary  in- 
fluence on  the  interests  of  the  church. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  mention  the  favoor 
which  has  been  recently  shown  our  Female 
Charity  School — a  leracy  amounting  to  $10,000 
having  been  left  it  by  the  late  Miss  Sophia  Carter, 
of  Prince  William  county. 

Baptisms  eighteen,  one  adult— confirmed  four- 
teen— communicants  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
— marriages  nine — funerals  seventeen — fimiihee 
about  one  hundred. 

Edwakd  C.  M'GiriKB. 

St.  PauPs  Church,  Lynchburg.    The  number 
of  communicants  reported  last  year   was  fifty 
eight,  deceased  and  removed  since  that  time  foar. 
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itied  ajflit,  prawnt  number  tizty-two— baptums, 
«f  infiuiU  twvH-one  marriaffe— funerals  five. 

A  email  aocietj  of  female  communicants  have 
fertiiifd  tbeir  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  our  be- 
lovod  Zioo,  by  raising  the  sum  of  serenty-live  dol- 
Ins  for  the  use  of  our  Ekhieation  Society. 

F.  O.  Smith. 

Christ  Church,  Winchester.  In  taking  a  review 
of  the  past  year,  the  rector  has  abundant  cause  of 
thankfulness.  There  is  in  the  congregation  more 
ap^terent  religious  feeling,  and  more  devout  at- 
tachment to  the  church,  than  at  any  former 
period ;  bat  the  Almighty  has  laid  bis  hand  heavi- 
if  opOQ  the  coDffregation,  having  removed  by 
death  six  of  oar  oTd^t  and  most  highly  esteemed 
BMoibers.  The  pubbc  ministrations  and  social 
exercises  continue  to  be  well  attended.  The 
Sunday  School  has  never  been  in  a  more  prosper- 
ous state.  There  is  in  the  congregation  a  Mis- 
sionaij  Society,  a  Female  Education  Society, 
a  Society  of  Industry,  a  Mite  Society,  and  three 
BiUe  classes ;  all  of  which  receive  emcient  atten- 
tion. Since  the  last  Convention  six  respectable 
frmiliea,  from  a  conviction  of  the  excellence  of 
our  apostolic  church,  have  been  united  to  our 
congregation;  nineteen  have  been  added  to  the 
communion ;  six  members  have  died  ;  one  re- 
maina  suspended ;  and  two  have  removed— leav- 
ing  the  present  number  of  communicants  one 
hundred  and  five— baptisms  twenty-two— marria- 
ges four — deaths  ten — confirmed  twenty-one. 

The  congregation  at  Mill  Creek  contmucs  very 
flourislung ;  the  rector  deeply  regrets  his  visits  to 
the  parish  can  only  be  monthly.  There  are  forty- 
one  communicants,  after  deducting  four  deceased 
and  two  removed — ^marriages  two— baptisms  nine. 

J.  E.  Jackson,  Rector. 

St  Stephen's  Church,  St.  Mark's  parish,  Cul- 
pepper. The  rector  would  report,  that  since  he 
took  charge  of  this  church  in  June  last,  eight 

Krsons  have  been  added  to  the  communion,  three 
ve  died,  four  removed — present  number  of  com- 
municants forty-five— baptisms  eight,  of  children 
— marnages  four. 

There  are  some  cases  of  seriousness,  but  abun- 
dant cauae  for  deep  humiliation. 

Nearly  one  half  of  his  time  has  been  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  the  church  in  Bloomfield  parish, 
Madison  county.  There  he  found  but  six  indi- 
viduals who  were  attached  to  our  communion. 

Since  he  has  been  labouring  among  them,  the 
Loid  has  added  twenty-four  to  their  numlier, 
fbnrteen  of  whom  are  gentlemen— present  number 
of  communicants  thirty— baptisms  fifteen,  adults 
seven,  children  eight 

A  contract  has  been  made  for  the  erection  of  a 
church,  which  will  cost  91 ,800  or  92,000 :  $1 ,400 
have  been  subscribed.  **The  Lord  has  done 
great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  elad." 

Archibald  H.  Lamon. 

Christ  Church,  Lancaster  county.  The  rector 
repoitsi,  that  during  the  past  year  tie  has  devoted 
Us  time  almost  exclusively  to  the  two  congrega- 
tioDs  in  this  parish,  except  during  a  necessary  ab- 
sence of  more  than  three  months.  We  have  great 
reason  to  be  thsnkful  to  the  great  Head  or  the 
church,  for  the  blessings  he  has  been  pleased  to 
bestow  upon  this  portion  of  our  Zion. 

When  the  rector  entered  upon  his  duties,  about 
sixteen  months  ago,  the  Episcopal  Church  in  this 
section  of  the  state  was  nearly  extinct.  But 
thirteen  communicants  could  be  found  in  the  two 
counties  of  Lancaster  and  Northumberland.  A 
Bible  claaa  has  been  in  operation  during  a  part  of 
the  year  past,  consisting  in  all  of  twentv-four 
mBiubei%  six  of  whom  have  united  witn  the 
dnnch.    Coiiimuiiicmts  thirteeui  died  iwOy  ad- 
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ded  twenty -five,  present  number  thirty-six— bap* 
tisms,  adults  five,  children  forty-nine,  total  fifty- 
four — funerals  five— number  of  persons  confirmed 
twenty-seven.  Ephraim  Adams,  Rector. 

St.  James's  Church,  Shelbume  parish,  Lees- 
burg.  The  present  minister  took  charge  of  this 
parish  the  first  of  June ;  since  which  time,  he  has 
reason  to  hope  that  the  great  Head  of  the  church 
has  not  been  unmindful  of  us. 

The  good  seed  which  has  been  sown  by  his 

Eious  and  faithful  predecessors,  he  has  reason  to 
ope,  is  springing  up,  and  that  his  own  li^xnirs 
have  not  been  altogether  in  vain.  Eighteen  have 
been  added  to  the  communion — twenty-three  con- 
firmed— eleven  baptized — deaths  eight— <me  mar- 
riage— whole  number  of  communicants  sixty-five. 
Efforts  have  been  made  either  to  enlarge  the  pres- 
ent church  building,  or  to  erect  a  new  and  more 
commodious  one ;  which  we  are  encouraged  to 
hope  will  be  done  at  no  distant  period.  The  prea- 
ent  state  of  the  congregation  is  encouraging ;  the 
Sabbath  School  nourishirtg;  the  Bible  class 
hitherto  well  attended.  There  is  also  a  Mission- 
ary Society,  and  Sewing  Society,  the  proceeds 
of^ which  are  appropriated  to  benevolent  purposes. 
We  have,  however,  deeply  to  lament  that  there  is 
so  little  of  that  interest  manifested  on  the  part  of 
the  congregation  generally,  that  the  infinitely  im- 
portant concerns  of  eternity  demand. 

The  church  is  closed  one  Ssbbath  in  the 
month,  the  minister  officiating  on  that  day  at  Al- 
die  and  Middlcburg,in  which  two  places  there  are 
nine  communicants.  Geo.  Adik. 

St.  Anne's  and  Fredericksville  parishes,  Albe- 
marle. In  making  a  report  of  his  labours  for  the 
past  year,  the  rector  cannot  avoid  expressing  his 
gratitude  to  the  grest  Head  of  the  church,  that  he 
has  been  made  the  instrument,  he  trusts,  of  some 
little  good  to  the  ueople  among  whom  he  has  been 
called  to  preach  tne  gospel.  Some  of  the  encour- 
aging circumstances  to  whicli  he  feels  bound  to 
alludfe  are  these  :  the  completion  and  consecration 
of  one  new  church  at  an  expense  of  not  less  than 
81,800— the  commencement  of  another,  which  will 
be  completed  some  time  during  the  present  year, 
and  which,  with  the  others,  will  make  four  com- 
fortable churches  in  this  county-— the  commence- 
ment also  of  five  scholarships  on  the  plan  of  a 
gentleman  of  Virginia — the  favourable  disposi- 
tion manifested  towards  our  church  by  those  who 
are  not  of  her  communion,  in  admittmff  the  puri- 
ty of  her  doctrines,  the  excellence  of  her  forms, 
and  the  piety  of  her  members — and  last,  but  not 
least,  the  great  liberality  and  punctuality  of  some 
of  his  people  in  contributing  to  the  temporal  sup* 
port  or  their  minister. 

He  has,  however,  to  lament  with  rreat  sorrow, 
that  he  has  met  with  not  a  few  emuarrassments 
to  his  usefulness.  Among  which  may  be  reckon- 
ed the  great  extent  of  his  charge — a  want  of 
spirituality  and  zeal  among  his  people — the  exist- 
ence of  too  much  worldly-mindeaness— a  back- 
wardness in  confessing  Christ  before  men — an  ap- 
parmt  indifference  by  them  in  the  support  of  their 
Sunday  Schools,  their  Education  ana  Tract  So- 
cieties, dec. 

In  St.  Anne's  parish  there  have  been  during  the 
past  vear  twenty -four  persons  confirmed — two 
adult  baptisms,  twelve  infant  baptisms — two  mar- 
riages—three funerals— number  of  communicants 
thirty-one. 

In  Fredericksville  parish  there  have  been  twen- 
ty-five confirmed— three  adult  baptisms,  five  in- 
fant baptisms— 4W0  funerals — three  marriages-^ 
number  of  communicants  fifty -one. 

Whole  number  in  both  parishes,  fortjr-nine  con- 
firmed—five adult  baptisms,  seventeen  infont  bs^ 


CONVENnrai  OF 

murius* — Gn   fanenla — eightf-«ii 


Tb*  rector  of  Cumberluid  pariah, 
iLe  Con*«ition  an  accmiat  ol  hia  atswardahip, 
pnasnl*  the  fcdloning  u  tha  Mate  of  the  church 
wider  hi*  cue : — Commuiiicanti  in  ail  wrenteeD, 
•dditioiu  Stb,  loal  b^  death  one — fUnenIa  ten, 
three  are  (rbiiea,  seTen  are  blacki — marriagea 
three — one  baptism.  Tha  church  acoken  of  ~ 
ki*  last  report  wm  Gniahed,  all  to  lathing  a: 
^aat«nDg,  Enlbie  the  close  of  the  laat  year,  and 
DOW  aboQl  to  be  compJirtad.  Since  tha  laat  C€_ 
vantioii  hia  iaboun  han  been  cwuideiably  inlsi 


nptod 


ly  inter- 
In  ill  health,  paiticalarly  dunog  iha  laat 


.armontlw.   Tha  prejudice*  against  our 

church  nem  to  be  Beeing  before  the  light  of  truth, 
ud  the  iwople  begin  to  priie  her  excellence, 
Thoogh  the  atlendance  on  oar  aerrices  has  gim- 
aiallf  been  lery  good,  it  is  humiliating  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  the  slate  of  vital  religion  ia  quite 
loi*.  Wi  haie  much  need  to  ptaf  that  the  Lord 
wuikt  latie  us  higher  in  the  scale  cf  true  godli- 
tM*a^  arwJ  TDske  na  more  abondant  in  the  miits 
tbenoC  A  moderate  degree  of  interest,  boweier, 
i*  felt  in  aU  the  beneToleut  operations  of  the  day. 
CniiLis  CTAUirsKao. 

SL  Anne's  and  South  Farabam  parishea.  Esaei 
coonty.  The  patlot  haa  nothing  of  much  mtereel 
to  report  He  does  not  ttunk  that  the  stale  of 
rdigion  ha*  *erT  *iiibly  improved  ainca  the  laat 
CMientran.  The  attendance  upon  the  servicaa 
of  th*  unctiur;  ia  not  greater ;  the  condition  of 
the  Bible  clatsea  *nd  Sunday  Schoolt  more  dia- 
coonging.  But  tb*ie  are  etill  some  gtacioas 
■(idGDce*  of  the  continued  presence  and  blessing 
of  the  exalted  Head  of  the  church.  Among  ihssa, 
OD*  of  the  moat  unportanl  is  the  increase  <a  a  mia- 
aionaiy  apiiil,  gi'ing,  aa  it  eier  doea,  aure  indica- 
lians  of  growth  in  that  dinoe  charity  which  leada 
to  Bveir  good  work. 

St.  Mary's  parish,  Port  Royal,  CaroUne  county. 
The  pastor  of  St.  Anne's  snd  South  Funhatn 


me  death,  coloured — baptism*  fifteen,  t 
:oloured--4Hiiiala  two — marriage*  five,  two  cot 

South  Famham.    CaumDnicanta  ^cnty-two 
'OD*  retutived — bsptiams  two — one  burial 

Sl  Mary's.    Communicanla  thirteen — >i*piit]i\f 

Lunanbarg.  Commnnieant*  tweatj-*e*en — am 
death— baptized  eight,  one  adoU,  Ibnr  colouied — 
burial*  three — mained  three. 


SBlbered  m  some  fhnt 
ore*  bad  been  taken  1 


u  the  glory  of  God'i  grace. 
sat  CoD'ention  that  meas- 
<  erect  a  church.    Though 


have  delayed  Ihia  work,  preparations  for  it  ban 
gradually  progressed,  uid  it  is  confidently  be 
fiered  that  another  Convention  will  not  meet  be 
fore  its  complelion.  The  congregation  is  an  in 
terasting  one  ^  a  good  work  aeetns  to  be  going  oi 
among  iia  membeia. 

enbtirg  parish,  Warsaw,  Richmond  county 


SinceJuue  last,  the 
Farnhsin  haa  pieac 
and  found  much  c 

iated  during  the  p 

pastor  of  St.  Anne's  and  Soutli 
p  J  at  this  phice  twice  a  month, 
auie  to  thank  the  Lord  lor  en- 

raligious  excitement  huiei- 
9t  year,  and  our  Ubouts  have 

been 

uertifully  b 
k  thurcb,  fo 
vesiibule  B 

«^sed  to  sa 
i  me  end 

e  piecioua  souls, 
by  Ihmy-five,  hav. 

recently  coronienced.    Its  comei 

by  Bishop  Meade  during  his  late  episcopal  visit 
to  the  Northern  Neck,  and  the  walls  are  now 
gmng  up  with  a  promiauig  proapwt  of  the  bouse 
Ming  qieedily  finished. 

■■-■-'7   connected  with  Lunenburg   '- 

■"   '~'~t  an  oldai  ' 


it  thoroughly.    The  rr 


Boonbannla.    Ofiheo.       

to  this  paiuh  several  are  coimectad  wilh  tha  cea- 
gregatMtt  in  Lunenburi,  but  would,  of  coone,  if 
there  was  any  ahepbera  to  gather  tbein,  bdong  to 
one  edaUubed  within  their  own  limit*.    And 


'<>,  wiUi  peifaapa  another  nnigliliiaii 
rill  fbtm  a  large'and  impoitaoi  Md 

__•  of  anv  •oit^ble  minister  of  C«d^ 

word,  wilting  to  spend  and  be  qient  in  hi*  lfa*ter% 

During  B  part  of  the  laat  and  preaoit  mctrih. 
Bishop  Ueade  viailed  these  pariaha*.  In  the  fbot 
lirst  meabmed  forty  pereoos  were  confiimed,  and 
a  most  salutary  impreaaion  made  npog  the  ooa- 
muniiy.  It  ia  very  eTtdent,bc4h  riom  their  word* 
and  deeds,  and  we  think  it ' ' 


fact  connected  with  the  preeeot  condician  of 

I  peopli:  under  our  pastoral  care,  that,  becoininf 

„   Lduallybetteracquaintedwith  tbe  primitive  and 

scriptural  character  of  the  church,  their  altacb- 

'  lo  it  grows,  and  their  gratitude  to  God  fat 

ng  aod  keeping  them  within  ita 


tapala  aboonda 


The  lata  mi 
porta,  that  di 
Bllemately  at 


nagei  two— oi 
Trinity  Ch 


tar  of  SL  Feter'a,  T .. 

ig  the  paal  year  he  ha*  preached 

lave  compelled  him  to  leave  lhi« 

highly  mteiesting  and  most  eligible  Geld,  but  h* 
hope*  that  it  ia  only  lo  make  room  for  a  mora 
faithliil  labourer.  Such  a  one  would  receive  a 
loidial  welcome,  and,  it  is  believed,  a  support 
ully  sdequalB  to  bis  individual  wanta.  CodfinneiJ 
eighteen— communicants  thirtv -six— added  five— 
baptiimB  eight,  four  adults  and  tour  infuits — mar- 

---  '--Ab.  J.  S.  Swirr. 

.    Augusta   parish,    Stauntcn. 
added  twelve,  toul  number  fifty 


Comi  .    

— baptismi  (ten  adults)  thirty— deaths  £_,    

-igea  twelve.  W.  G.  JiciaOH. 

EnWAin  VlLKNTllfB. 

Abingdon  and  Ware  parishes,  Gloucester.  In 
these  parishes  there  have  been  all  bapUama  and 
'hree  funerals — ten  members  have  been  added  lo 
lur  communion,  total  thirty -eight — two  marriage* 
is?e  been  aolemniied  in  an  adjoining  paiiah. 

Jbo.  Colb. 
St.  John's  Church,  Henrico  parish.    Nine  mar- 
isgea — nine  baptisms — fourteen  funerali — thirt* 
lommunicants.  Eow.rd  W.  Put. 

St.  John's  Church.  Hampton.  During  the  patf 
■ear  two  comznnnicants  have  been  remmed  by 
leath — three  heretofore  reported  are  rKiw  residing 
n  other  parts  of  the  dioceas,  aod  three  have  been 
added  to  our  cranmunion— pieaent  number  twelve. 
Old  Poml  Comfort.  Three  communicants  have 
moved,  and  mr  have  been  added — present  num- 
:r  thirteen.  In  the  Sunday  School  we  have  aeven 
achers— thirly-eigbi  scbolsra— mamage*  toai— 
baplisma  eightecn—bunala  twenty -one. 

Mux  L.  CHaviaa. 
The  rector  of  Rusaell  psnab,  Bedford  county, 
iports  to  the  Convention,  that  but  little  has  beoi 
ane  in  hia  psrish  during  the  nsst  year,  toward*  the 
nenraon  of  the  church.  ThroDghout  all  the 
legioa  in  which  ha  laboura,  there  hu  bain  a  !■«• 
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vndindKfbreiimtiMrvdireUfioii.  ThehoiuMaf 
public  wonhip  are  thinly  andirregiikrljattflndad ; 
the  ia«l  of  mnltitDdtti  has  •bated;  and  manj  who 
gave  tair  promiae  of  being  CuthAil  senrants  of  the 
Cfuia,  hare  ratumad  to  the  world.  The  rector  is 
pained  to  say,  that  his  congregations  have  been 
aflectad  by  the  pterailing  spirit  of  lokewannness : 
and  he  baa  haa  the  mortification  to  see  some  of 
the  communicants  apostatize  from  the  faith,  and 
bring  opon  themselTes  the  necessity  of  being  sep- 
arated from  the  coamionion  of  the  saints.  Yet, 
amid  theae  diacouragements,  there  are  causes  for 
gratitnds  to  God.  Some  Tahiable  additions  have 
been  mads  to  the  communion ;  the  memhers  gen- 
•rally  are  becoming  m<.ire  decidedly  attached  to 
the  dialinctiTe  principles  and  doctrines  of  the 
church.  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  last 
Convention,  the  rector  has  endeavoured,  by  the 
circulation  of  Episcopal  books  and  tracta,  to  in- 
struct  the  people  in  the  true  principles  of  the 
church :  a  duty  the  importance  and  necessity  of 
which  he  has  been  taught  by  painful  experience. 
There  is  also  another  cause  for  encouragement  in 
the  proofs  of  an  increasing  confidence  in  the  sound- 
neaa  of  our  doctrines  and  the  piety  of  our  mem- 
bers. Plainly  many  are  beginning  to  see  in  these 
periloQS  times,  when  dangerous  heresies  are  boldly 
propagated,  and  when  contention  and  strife,  witn 
maiiT  other  fruita  of  the  flesh,  are  encouraged  by 
the  diviaions  of  new  sects  continually  multiplying. 
that  oar  ancient  church  presents  to  the  humble  and 
honcaf,  inqnirsr  after  truth  a  place  of  quiet  and 
an  ark  of  safiBty.  Baptisms,  oi  adults  five,  of  in- 
&nts  twenty-siz— burials  two — marriages  ten — 
connranieanta,  removed  four,  died  two,  added 
feniteen;  preaent  number  one  hundred. 

Nicholas  H.  Cobbs. 
8t  PanlV,  Norfolk.  The  venerable  parish 
dinrch  of  Norfolk  borough,  built  near  a  century 
ago,  haa,  during  the  last  year,  been  entirely  and 
very  neatly  renewed  in  its  interior,  and  consecra- 
ted under  the  name  of  St.  Paul'a 

Two  or  three  months  since  I  entered  on  the 
duties  of  its  rectorship.  The  pews  were  soon  dis- 
posed of  by  sale  and  rent,  and  in  want  of  more 
room  we  proceeded  to  erect  galleries,  which  are 
now  very  nearly  finished.  An  oisan  has  been 
lately  ordered.  A  flourishing  Sunday  School  is 
in  operation,  for  which  a  good  library  has  been 
obCained.  Four  or  five  new  communicants  were 
lately  added— total  number  about  twenty-five. 
The  prospects  of  the  congregation,  on  the  whole, 
•earn  greatly  encouraging. 

Ebknbzkk  BovDBir. 
Noibome  parish,  Berkeley  county.  When  the 
present  rector  took  charge  of  this  parish  in  June 
last,  it  was  under  discouraging  circumstances. 
For  acme  time  previous  it  had  been  destitute  of 
fegnlar  services,  and  conseqoentlv  the  usual  zeal 
and  interest  of  Episcopalians  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  chnrch  had  in  a  measure  abated.  But,  with 
gntitnde  to  Almighty  Ood,  he  is  now  happy  to 
■epovt  a  more  &vourable  state  of  things.  Smce 
hia  aasumption  of  the  pastoral  charge  of  this 
parish,  the  Lord  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
Tint  it  in  mercy.  At  an  association  held  in  Sep- 
Cembn'  l^st,  thnty-three  persons  were  addeo  to 
the  communion ;  many  more  are  still  in  an  inqui- 
ring stale  of  mind ;  but,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  regular  communion,  have  been  pre- 
vented firom  makina  a  pubUc  profession  of  religion. 
We  have  a  flonrisning  Sunday  School,  and  two 
BiUo  classes.  The  Education  uid  Missionary 
Soeiottea  are  in  a  way  of  receiving  liberal  encour- 
•gemstit.  Of  the  communicsnts,  four  hsve  been 
ImI, ttoeeby  removal  and  one  by  death-^res- 
flU  iiBBihw  01  fifBUHiiiTfnfT  ono  hundred  and 


twoadolts 
and  eight  in&nta. 

nn^       ^v      ..  «  W.  P.  C.  Johnson. 

Truuty  Church,  Portsmouth  parish.  The  rector 
reports,  with  gratitude  to  the  great  Head  of  the 
church,  that  there  have  been  added  to  the  com- 
municants in  his  parish  during  the  past  year  eight 
persons.  But  must  with  sorrow  sod,  that  henaa 
beofi  ccMnpelled  to  expel  from  the  ccMnmunion  ono 
of  his  membera ;  and  has  performed  the  burial- 
services  for  thirty  persons,  more  than  half  of  whom 
died  oi  the  cholera. 

The  societies  in  connexion  with  this  congrega- 
tion he  believes  to  be  about  in  the  same  state  aa 
when  last  reported.  One  or  two  families  have 
joined  the  congregation,  and  as  many  have  left 
The  general  attendance  upon  the  services  of  the 
sanctuary,  he  thinks,  has  somewhat  improved ;  and, 
upon  the  whole,  be  is  encouraged  to  hope  that  hia 
laboura  have  not  been  altogether  in  vain.  Mar- 
riages eleven — bsptisms,  nineteen  children  and  one 
adult,  twenty— communicants,  eight  added,  five 
removed,  one  expelled ;  present  number  thirty- 
nine — burisls  thirty. 

J.  H.  WiNGFIBLO. 

St.  Andrew's  parish,  Brunswick  county,  and 
Bath  parish,  Dinwiddie  county.  The  condition 
of  theae  parishes  im  apparenily  the  same  as  when 
last  reported ;  and  it  is  a  subject  of  deep  regret 
and  huiuiliation  to  the  rector,  that  he  has  no  cheer- 
ing accmi.at  to  render,  either  of  the  enlargement 
of  our  Zion,  or  uf  the  increase  of  spiritual  life 
among  its  members,  in  the  region  of  country  com- 
mitted to  his  charge.  There  have  been  baptized 
in  the  two  parishes  thirteen,  three  adults  and  ten 
children — confirmed  sixteen — four  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  communion — two  ccmununicanta 
have  removed,  and  the  present  number  is  forty- 
seven— marriages  eight^-funerals  five,  all  of  duU 
dren. 

The  difTerenoe  of  religious  views  and  practices 
which  prevails  throughout  the  country,  rendera  it 
impracticable  to  comply  strictly  with  that  part  of 
the  29th  canon  of  the  General  Convention  which 
requires  that  a  register  should  be  kept  by  the 
clergyman  of  the  families  within  his  cure.  Many 
families  contain  meml>ers  of  several  differsnt 
denominations^  those  of  which  the  rector  of 
these  parishes  is  exclusively  the  pastor  amount  to 
twenty-four. 

John  Grammek,  Jr. 

SL  Martinis  parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa.  But 
little  requinng  special  notice  has  occurred  in  this 
parish  during  the  past  year.  Since  our  last  report, 
the  new  church  then  mentioned  as  being  com- 
pleted has  been  consecrated  to  the  service  of 
God.  Thirteen  persons  have  been  confirmed. 
Seven  children  anud  one  adult  have  been  received 
in  baptism.  A  few  have  been  added  to  the  com- 
munion, and  some  have  removed,  leaving  the 
present  number  sixty-four.  About  $500  have  been 
contributed  to  the  various  benevolent  institutiona 
connected  with  the  church,  and  probably  as  much 
more  subscribed  to  the  Theological  Seminary. 
In  speaking  of  these  contributions,  1  should  do 
injustice  to  the  individuals  concerned  were  I  not 
to  take  specisl  notice  of  $270  contributed  to  the 
Educstion  Society,  by  the  indefatigable  zeal  and 
industry  of  a  Working  Society,  consisting  of  a 
few  young  ladies.  Owing  to  the  continued  in- 
disposition of  the  rector,  he  has  been  unable  during 
the  past  vear  to  eztend  his  labour  as  usual  much 
beyond  tne  limits  of  his  own  psrish.  He  haa, 
however,  occasionally  visited  those  of  St.  Paul's 
and  Trinitv,  in  both  of  which  they  are  anziooa 
to  obtain  the  services  of  an  Epiacopal  minister. 
In  the  latter  they  are  now  bouding  a  pUtfo  te 
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public  worship,  with  the  hope  of  getting  their 
wants  speedily  supplied,  and  are,  1  believe,  ready 
to  commence  one  in  the  former,  so  soon  as  thev 
see  a  probability  of  having  a  minister  to  preach 
in  it.  Jo«N  CooKB. 

Berkeley  parish,  Spotsylvania.  This  parish  has 
for  some  vears  been  without  a  regular  mimistrv. 
Within  the  last  three  years  it  has  occasionally 
been  visited  bv  the  Rev.  John  Cooke,  the  Rev. 
Caleb  J.  Good,  and  the  Rev.  William  Friend. 
There  exists  an  increasing  interest  in  the  cause 
of  the  church.  A  vestry  has  lately  been  organized, 
and  a  subscription  for  an  Episcopal  church  com- 
menced. We  believe  that  the  sum  of  9200  dollars 
could  be  raiKd  for  the  support  of  a  minister,  m- 
dependent  of  his  board. 

Within  the  period  above  mentioned,  there  have 
been  several  baptisms,  marriages,  and  funerals ; 
but  the  precise  number  not  known — communi' 
cants  about  eight  £,  Bbkkelbt. 

Gko.  Tyler. 

Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg.  Baptisms,  one 
white  and  three  coloured  children,  in  all  four — 
marriages,  three  of  white  and  five  of  coloured 
persons,  in  all  eight — funerals,  two  parishioners 
fend  six  not  of  the  parish,  in  all  eight — communi- 
cants, two  have  died,  three  removed,  and  three 
been  added ;  total  at  present  sixty -three,  of  whom 
two  are  coloured  persona. 

The  number  at  families  belonging  to  the  con- 
gregation at  present  is  forty-one — the  number  of 
adulta  is  one  hundred  and  three,  and  of  children 
eighty-two.  The  number  reported  four  years  ago 
was  one  hundred  and  twelve  adults,  and  one 
hundred  children ;  but,  besides  those  who  have 
died,  we  have  lost  in  the  meantime  by  removal 
ttghteen  adults  and  twenty-two  children. 

Our  Suu^iay  School,  however,  has  not  dimin- 
ished. It  sull  numbers  about  forty  jscholara,  while 
our  parish  library  has  advanced  from  a  hundred 
to  a  Hundred  and  forty-seven  volumes.  In  other 
respects,  the  congregation  is  statistically  the  same 
as  when  last  reported  ;  but  whether  true  religion 
has  been  advancing  in  the  hearts  and  characters 
of  our  people,  must  be  left  tp  their  own  con- 
sciences, and  to  the  Searcher  of  hearts. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  this  spring  for 
me  to  preach  once  a  month  in  James  City,  imd  I 
have  twice  officiated  at  Hickory  Neck  Church  to 
lull  and  attentive  congregations. 

A.  Empib,  Rector, 

The  report  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Theological  School  of  Virginia,  together  with 
that  of  their  treasurer,  were  presented  and  read 
by  the  Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire,  and  received. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustftt  of  the  Theological 
School  of  Virginia. 

In  presenting  the  twelfth  annual  report  of  their 
proceedings  to  the  Convention,  the  trustees  would 
not  be  unmindful,  but  grstefully  acknowledge  that 
good  Providence  which  has  hitherto  workM  with 
tnem,  and  graciously  prospered  their  humble  en- 
deavours in  behalf  of  the  important  institution 
with  the  promotion  of  whose  mterests  they  have 
been  charged. 

By  the  last  annual  report,  you  were  informed, 
that  in  consequence  of  increasmg  applications  for 
admission  into  the  seminary,  the  spmy  erection 
of  an  additional  building  had  become  indispensa- 
bly necessary.  The  existing  edifice  could  accom- 
modate but  twenty  studenu,  while  thirty  were 
actually  connected  with  the  institution.  Of  these, 
•everal  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  seeking 
abodes  in  th0  neighbourhood,  and  one  wbi  com- 


peUed  to  withdraw  altogether,  from  tba  impotsp 
bility  of  procuring  accommodations.  Under  thtm 
circumstances,  the  board  felt  constrained  to  obey 
the  manifest  intimations  of  Providence,  and  pro- 
ceed at  once,  in  reliance  on  the  tried  liberality  oC 
the  friends  of  the  church,  to  make  anangementi 
for  the  erection  of  another  buikling. 

That  there  might  be  no  delay  m  ascertaining 
the  support  which  would  be  given  to  auch  a  meas- 
ure, a  meeting  was  held  during  the  Convention, 
aa  many  of  you  remember,  with  expreaa  reiiBrencv 
to  the  above  object.  With  the  gratifyiiig  and  ao> 
expected  success  which  crowned  that  eflbit,  the 
most  of  you  are  acquainted.  More  than  $7,000  in 
subscriptions  were  added  on  that  occaaum  to  the 
fimds  of  the  institution.  Thus  encouraged,  the 
trustees  proceeded  forthwith  to  provide  for  the 
erection  of  a  house  corresponding  in  style  and 
dimensions  with  the  one  already  in  use.  The 
superintendence  and  execution  of  the  undertaking 
were  confided  to  competent  individuals,  and  the 
house  was  completed  in  time  for  the  reception  of 
students  at  the  commencement  of  the  seeaioo  be- 


ginmngin 

The  necessitiep  of  the  institution,  arising  from 
the  inadequacy  of  its  general  fund,  demanded  the 
adoption  of  still  sdditional  means  of  augmenting 
its  resources.  For  this  end  an  agent  waa  ap- 
pointed (Mr.  George  W.  Nelson,  a  atodent  in  the 
seminary)  with  authority  to  make  applicatioaa  fbr 
funds  throughout  the  diocess.  Tnis  duty  waa 
faithfully  discharged  by  Mr.  Nelson  during  the 
last  summer,  liiough  straitened  in  regard  to 
time  by  his  connexion  with  the  seminary,  and  oi 
course  unable  to  extend  his  efforts  beydod  a  Urn? 
ited  portion  of  the  state,  he  yet  nrocured  aobscrwr 
tions  to  the  amount  of  $3,500,  of^which  sum  $1,^7 
were  received  in  hand,  and  duly  remitted  by  him 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  seminary. 

it  is  with  pleasure  we  announce  the  internal 
prosperity  which  has  marked  the  progress  o(  the 
institution  through  the  p^st  year.  The  number  of 
students  has  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  pe- 
riod. Thirty-three  young  men  have  shared  its 
signal  advantages.  Nor  have  any  of  them  failed 
to  make  the  very  best  improvement  oi  their  privi- 
leges. The  professors  bear  unqualified  testimony 
to  their  punctusiity  and  industry,  as  well  as  to 
their  satisfactory  and  creditable  progress  in  the 
acquisition  of  useful  knowledge.  The  course  of 
study  has  been  the  same  as  heretofore  pursued, 
beipg  that  prescribed  by  the  atatutes,  aodT so  often 
staled  to  tms  body  as  to  render  repetition  unner 
cessary. 

Since  the  last  report,  and  on  the  Sundsy  succeed- 
ing the  Convention,  seven  of  the  students  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  ministry,  and  five  more  are  expecte4 
to  undergo  examination  for  orders  during  the  pres- 
ent session.  Our  diocess  has  shared  the  zealous 
and  edifying  services  of  a  portion  of  those  advanced 
to  the  holy  office  tit  the  time  above  specified,  and 
many  waste  places  bear  witness  to  the  efficacy  of 
their  pious  ^nd  active  labours.  Sohtfuy  places 
have  been  made  glad,  and  the  desert  to  blosaom  as 
the  rose.  Thie  beneficence  which  endowed  and 
sustained  in  vigorous  action  this  important  estab- 
lishment, has  thus,  in  the  economy  en  Providence, 
been,  a9  it  were,  exhaled  and  diffused  over  oar 
land,  and,  descending  in  refreshing  showers  on 
many  a  dry  and  barren  spot,  is  already  yiekling  a 
rich  and  precious  harv^t  of  spiritual  good  to  man 
and  glory  to  God.  Duly  estimating  the  impor* 
tance  of  these  objects,  what  surprising  value  matt 
be  attach/ed  to  tl^is  sacred  charity.  Whp  that  feelp 
at  all  the  glow  of  religious  afiection,  doea  not  fiqi 
his  heart  bum  withjfn  iiim  at  the  cont^mplatioii 
of  auch  fruits  of  Chriatiankivta^dljbaralitf.  Aif 


COHTENTION  OF  1 


Abt  doI  worth  lU  tha  MCiiGeM  which  idmj  hsTi 
bewiiDade  foe  iham. 

At  tha  haiaid  of  ■  •eemtnr  i 
'-^ 'nrlolheconli 

ehiir  'h  u 


of  itae  initilutian,  and  tw  jour  pnyan  and  other 
bmsbeUuna  in  lU  behillT  ll  u  the  olGipnng  of 
jam  past  IibonlitT.  and  hai  bean  the  cbenahed 
ttfrrt  of  Toui  Duning' 


Xi'iiiaiid  anuxmi  ef  fiindt,vit.: — 
6  ihue*  of  Virginia  Bank  atock,  nip- 

powd  lobeworlhrilOpertharv,  -  fSfiO  00 
3  ihaisa  of  Fdnnrra'  Bank   ttock  of 

Vir^Tiia.  worth  »I10  per  ghup,      -     330  00 
Caah  m  bank  to  Ibe  credit  of  tho  lieaa- 


Totatit 


t,      -        -        -        -  t933  » 
i^.  r..        TnoHia  Nai.aon,  TreHnrar. 

„        Dr.  Jacqueline  A.  Maiahall.a  lay  delegate  of 

of  another    Haniilton  pariab,  Fauquiet  county,  appeaiedaDd 
The^Md^    look  hi.  am.  "^ 

Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee.  Croni  tha  cammittea  ap- 
pointed to  eiaiuine  the  itile  of  tha  fund  foi  tha 

iport   of  the   epiKOpate  to  Ihi* 

lied  the  following  report ; — 

ee  upon  the  epiacopal  fund  lepoct, 

y-oiie  iharfi  of  the  atock  of  the 

^landria,  and  tlSS 
to  he  infsiled,  trf 

ce  the  lial  Con»en- 

tion  by  the  He..  Mr  Crawford  That  during  the 
It.'.  U*;l.;n.,''™"«^"jr."tl~"r',lj  I'h  ■  pre«iit  Convention,  the  Rev,  Mr.  Coblia  haa  paid 
the  Mtaaionary  Society,  preafnted  the    Ji^  [„^  u^^n  f,  g^^^  j^^^,  *** 

report,  accompanied  with  the  traaiu-        Slocka,     .         :        .         .         .        .  te 


a  ample       

■oaabar  of  itudeala.    Tbeandoi 
pwfcaaorriup  la  alao  a  daai' 
■t  a  lane  iDaetui|,  adopted 
•ccaopliahmBDt,  Dot  doubt' 


the  hearty  con-  ■ 
I  of  the  proaper- 

' appoiutad  !  I 

e  Bipecled  <  ' 
0  the  continued  I 


1     Firme™  D«.L  -.   

yeated,  |  of  the  itock  of  the  IJank  of  A 
'  e  handa  of  t' 
hSlOwrraco 


Ibllitwing  report,  accompanied 

wei't  BceoanC  which  ware  read  and  approved 

Tb0  aiecatira  committee  of  the  Hiuionary 
Sociatf  of  the  Proteetaol  Epncopal  Church  in 
Thftaua,  in  making  the  annual  report  required  of 
Iham.  n|tet  that  ilia  not  in  their  power  lopreaent 
a  enamacinf  accoont  of  their  operationa 


daring  the  pait 

-    ""--J  Bill  have  to  deplore  the  paucitT  of  min 
B  our  church,  which  haa  compelled  ther 


■   The;  Bill  have  to  deplore  the  p 

--' ->ur  church,  which  I 

rd  the  fteqnentty-n 


to  dmegaid  the  neqnentty-repeated  calle  for  help 
'which  aia  made  to  them.  They  hare  not  heen 
«n«lil«rl  to  pfDcnra  the  aemcea  of  a  aingle  mia- 
aaanatT  for  any  length  of  tinui  dunng  the  last 
yor.     TbB  prondent  waa  authoriisd  to  engage. 

iha  panchial  clergy,  wboae  health  requiivd  a  lem- 
vonrf  abamce  from  hi*  charge,  to  officiate  at  an 
anpoittiit  panah  in  the  coun^  of  Gteei  ~ 
l^tij  an  not  now  able  to  atate  to  what 


le  coun^  of  Gteettbrier,  but 


se,2U  00 
Wm.  G.  H.  Jonei, 

and  canoii*  of  the  church, 
into  special  coniideratioji 
comports  with  the  intereila  of  llw 
.  any  one  should  be  elected  as  a  del«- 
>  not  a  regular  commuuicant  of  the 


ThaHaJr  Auiwrley  Stewart     

a  bnw  at  the  nipenae  of  8100,  to  enable  him  to  i  ■  ie  wn 
do  miaaionaiy  dniy  in  the  counties  of  Louisa  and  spcctfully 
Spotaylrania  ;  but  having  afterward  declined  that  I  Hune.  and 
■pba*  ct  labenr,  the  hone  ij  now  in  the  pones-  '"S  asccrti 
■OB  of  tha  treaanrer  of  the  society.  <"  <he  con 


The  proceedings  of  the  standing  committee 
uring  the  last  year  were  preaentsd  and  read. 

The  Rci.  Mr.  Franklin  G.  Smith,  from  the 
otnmiltBe  on  the  trewurer's  account,  mada  the 

r.n,i.i,j.i.hi'""°-'"""i""^- 


dnriu  tha  past  vear,  and  expended  tlOZ  . 
And  the  ftandi  of  the  society  at  tins  tune  imoi: 
to«B33  29. 

Althongh  the  Hisaionary  Society  of  Virginii 
im  baan  enabled  as  yet  to  do  but  little  towardi 


•npplTidt  the  vaat  deathotion  of  the 

of  oar  onrcb  in  this  dioeaaa,  thay  atiU  feel 

posadleahDitlba  mamfaBmof  thachi 


led  by  proper  voucher!.    Tha  balance 
a  tfiU  75,  iud_tha 

'F.  C.  Smith,  ChairmaiL 
vnion  of  Mr.  George  W.  Nelson, 
lived.  That  the  Convention  do   raeaa- 
e  adopting  tha  reaolution  niitruet- 
~'"~a  sppointed  to  revise  the  con- 
ana  of  the  church   to  take  into 


church,  shall  pre- 1 
.11  laboureta  in  the  np«ning  har- : 
With  the  prayer  that  that  day  may  soon 
' "'TOiaapBclfullysubmitthiare- 


Kesolved,  That  I 


ion  then  praei 
if  ■  *'*"''i"g  I 


needed  to  tha  alec- 
conmuitw  of  tt« 


ft 

Aneh  in  Ai»  JioetH  far  ibe  • 


Ibfii,  Mr.  Edrnnnd  T.  Lm,  Ht.  JcAn  Hosft  (ad 
tD.  John  Onij. 

On  motioD  of  Mi.  Hoeh  NelMm, 

Risaolrad,  That  tbe  clmn  of  thii  dimeM  bs 
laqowtad  to  uke  np  >  cotlKtion  u  ifaeii  ra- 

rtiTC  chorebm  on  the  SuDda;  precadiof  tba 
of  Juh,  in  bfdwlf  of  tlM  Cohniaitieci  fi(»- 
«il^,  nid,%a  riioR  addiMi  U  thatima,  I 
JthBattmbniof  thairitapactrra  eoagngiii 
Aa  impoiUiit  •object. 

Tlw  CoarentiiHi  Itien  nnicoeded  to  tbe 
HBd,  t^  bdlat,  of  tri^l  delegate*,  to  , 
Ikii  dioMM  in  the  next  Oenenl  CoDveotJOQ  of 
tbe  PntaMul  BpJKOpd  Chnnh  in  the  Unitad 
flietae  uf  Amaiica;  --    -■  -   .-..- 


lailed  wilh  paBt  dal)|ht,  I  ban  B 
tlinmgb  iba  aSecta  of  local  ufimitiM,  a  — _ 
adjeu  ;  nnd  u  ia  anij  upon  tha  Htnni  of  oni  Com- 
venuon*!  neeLEnfa  thai  I  am  UbhhI  with  IW 
ugbl  of  my  old  fnemli.  •nd  vn  pennittad  [oihafcj 
by  the  hind  a  familf  of  cliirgTiDan>irbahaTebeMI 

•et  apart  10  the  aunutiT  of  Iba  coapel  b " 

~  mming  tha  nosrd  of  the  clen 


to  the  dooneepetof  the 

Reaatred,  That  the  ti 

Ma  of  the  bidmpa  and  tl 


r,  Rar.  Edmid  C.  M'OdtTe,  Mi, 

Thotnaa  Maiahall,  Mr.  Jamea  H.  Oamott,  Hi. 
Md  G.  Williama,  and  Hi.  John  Nebon. 

lUadvad,  That  the  thanka  of  thit  Oonran- 
tlon  we  due,  and  heielij  lendeied,  to  the  citiaeru 
•f  ftiGhBODd,  foi  their  kindneee  and  hoqntalitj 
to  the  member*  of  thij  ConTcnlion. 

Reaolrad,  That  the  treaanter  be  directed  t«  pt] 
to  tfiedooikeejierof  the CoDTOBtion  ten doUara. 

totheOen- 

caia  of  «  meetinf  of  tha 

name  before  the  next  ConTention  of  thia  diOM**. 

The  biihops  haTtng  retired,  Mr.  BurwellBaa 
■ett  wai  called  to  the  chair. 

Remlirad,  That  the  Rcf.  Wm.  F.  Lee.ReT 
E.  W.  Peel,  and  Mr  Hiluy  Baker,  be  a  com^ 
mitlee  to  raise  by  aaaeaameut  among  the  differen. 
paiisbea,  having  reference  la  the  Dumber  o(  com 
amnicanta  reported  to  tbe  Convention,  the  auoi 
of  three  haoared  dollan,  to  be  paid  to  Biahof 
Maore  at  the  neil  Convention  for  hia  episcopal 
•aivicei,  and  that  aaid  commiltaa  infonn  thi 
clergymao  af  each  pariah  of  the  pinporlion  re- 

rred  from  hia  pariah.     And,  Raaolved,  'HuL 
clergy  be  required  la  raiae  the  aum  eo  aa- 
aeaied,  and  pay  it  in  at  the  next  Coa*ention. 

The  Convenlion  then  proceeded  to  the  choici> 
ttf  the  BXMutive  cDmrnittae  of  the  Miuioaarv 
Boeietj,  which  reaulled  in  the  election  of  Mr. 
John  a.  WiUiama,  aecnlaiv,  and  Mr.  Tho*.  Nel- 
•on,  ttvaaurer,  and  Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guire. 
Rev.  Henry  W.  Ducachet,  Rev.  Nicholai  H 
Cobbe.  Rbt  John  Grammar,  Rev.  Adam  Empie 
Rev.  Wm.  F.  Lee,  Rev.  E.  W,  Peat,  Mr.  John 
Melaon,  Mr.  George  M.  Cairii^a,  and  Mr. 
Bamuel  C.  Nichola,  aa  mBmb«[*  of  tlw  axeco- 


reeeiaeJ  tha  imn^ri  ef  my  awhindi.  mi  tow 
bean  dnitrt  Ah  wfai^wiit  —ttMrity  br  ■iija* 

laftieweaadhrtotfcDtiwIedielhweanhiitiwaM 
tma,  and  tebwlMMmncrUMfrMBltonMi 

i;i  vMH-<!i>ing.    The  ancceaa  which  baa  hithelt*. 


fSTL 


<»1  unwaaried  eSbrts  in  the  cauae  of  Ito 
Be  d«ermined,  1  benech  you.  lo  mate 
I  of  your  mbuBlry  Pnach  Jeaua  Cbrtt 
crucified  ConfiiiB  yocr  attention  to  IMl 
luuea  of  your  office     Avoul   ail   mloj^    ' 


ly  step  in  and  thin  tor 


of  TOO  or  myaelf  into  elaniily.  Ijiina  m  Ito 
biihful  diechsrge  of  mir  aacerdotal  obInaliiBt> 
Death,  remember,  will  be  deprived  of  hia  !■■ 


rora,  and  i  crown  of  tejoiciiv  be  given  to  HI  V 
that  JeauB  who  is  appointea  judge  of  both  ito 

Suick  and  the  dead.  The  aaluulion  i^  "Wd 
one,  good  and  faithful  semnta."  will  great  ««> 
eara,  as  tbe  porlali  of  heaven  eipand  Sm  ""  ■• 
ception,  and  ibst  teat  provided  for  the 


«  our  final  reward.    In  si 


IrU^aETq 

— r  re&ia, 


.  may  the  Alnu|hty  be   . 
and  undemealh  you  may  he  place  the  ei 
anna  of  his  lore. 

Uy  brethren  of  the  laity,  accept,  1  entreat  no, 
mv  beat  wishea  for  voar  preaent  end  eternal  Bip- 
' —  I  have  eeen  aiomri 


Rawrived,  That  l.tOO  capiea  of  tbe  ninUtas 
tt  thii  Conventien  be  printed,  and  dtatiibutad 
•moDg  the  psriahea  of  thia  diocesa. 

Oa  motion,  Reaolved,  That  the  Coovention 
do  now  adjourn,  to  meet  in  the  town  of  Staun- 
ton, on  the  third  Wedneaday  in  Hay  next. 

Ricnsao  CaiHNiNO  Moott, 

Biahop  of  the  Dioceaa  of  Vi^;iuia. 

Japw  O.  WiLLUM,  Sacntoii. 


I  *Wto, 


deny  wete  then  a  small  baodi  but  emaUll 
Dumliat  was,  you  gave  Di  Tonr  ai  ' 

inited  youi  aSbrta  with  ns  in  the  lesu 


ir  auppoit,  Md 


St  was,  you  gave 

,__[  aSbrta  with  ns 

tbe  cbur«b  of  our  fatbaia.  The  Almighty  toi 
blesaedoat  labourawithauchaucceaaaa  ttomMl 
sanguine  mind  coald  not  have  anticipated.  Ov 
congregations,  which  then  amoanted  to  little  IWM 
than  twenty,  have  incnaied  lo  opwarda  cf  ne 
hundred ;  uid  oni  clergy,  which  then  cooeisted  d 
ni  nr  eight  eflbctive  men,  now  number  abatf 
You,  mjr  brethren,  have  been  co-woikw 
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havt  but  one  interatt,  tnd  that  interast  is  the 
fiorr  of  God  md  the  Ml? Btion  of  aouk. 

my  Uboan  the  iMt  mr  hsve  been  confined  to 
a  nail  circle.  Few,  however,  aa  have  been  the 
dvties  I  hare  diachaned,  I  now  mention  them  for 
jtmr  aaCiaftotioQ.  After  the  last  Ck>nTention  had 
adjoamed,  I  admitted,  in  Alexandria,  eight  candi- 
datea  to  daacooa'  orders,  and  three  deacona  to 
tha  Older  of  prieathoodi.  In  July  I  Tiaited  Smith- 
laid,  IB  compaBY  with  the  Rer.  Wm.  F.  Lee,  and 
jmnar hnd  and  aaminiatered  the  Ijord*s  Supiwr  in 
tha  oU  chorch,  lo  a  rerr  large  and  deeply-im- 
pieaaed  confrantioo.  Cm  Oood  Friday,  which 
oeeamd  the  Mh  of  A|>nl,  I  administerad  the  rice 
of  ccnfiniiatioo  ia  Christ  Chnroh,  in  this  dtj,  to 

After  which  I  waa  called  to 


Norfolk,  in  which  place  I  preached,  and  conae- 
crated  St.  Paul's  Cnarch,  and  dso  instituted  the 
ReV.  Mr.  Boyden  rector  of  the  same.  In  ChriaC 
Church,  which  is  under  the  care  of  the  Rer.  Dr. 
Ducachet,  I  preached,  and  confirmed  thirty-three 
persona ;  ami  on  the  Monday  following  1  risited 
Mr.  Wingfie]d*8  parish  in  Portsmouth,  preached  to 
a  large  congregation,  and  confirmed  three  indifid- 
uals.  Six  candidates  were  admitted  br  myaelf 
thia  morning  in  the  Monumental  Churcn  to  dea- 
cons' orders,  and  two  deacons  were  at  the  same 
time  advanced  to  the  priesthood,  by  my  worthy 
friend  the  sssistant  bishop  of  this  diocess. 

Brethren,  1  now  bid  you  farewell,  and  may  tha 
Lord  be  with  you  all— Amen. 

RiCHjkKO  CHjkNNINO  MOOIB. 


/(Mnuil  rfjl^  Prouedmf*  t^  a  ConoentUm  of  the  ProteiUmt  EpiseoptU  Church  of  the  Dioeeu  of 

,  wJUcA  MMsembUd  m  Uu  town  of  Staunton,  on  the  SUf  of  May,  1894. 

,  Famham  parishes,  Essex  county ;  the  Rot.  Geo. 
W.  Nelson ;  the  Rev.  Chaa.  H.  Page,  Lexington 
parish,  Amherst  county  ;  the  Rev.  Franklin  O. 
Smith,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg ;  the  Rot. 
Job  Sydney  Swift ;  the  Rer.  John  H.  Wing- 
field,  Portsmouth  parish,  Norfolk  county;  the 
Rev.  George  Woodoridge,  Christ  Church,  Rich* 
mond. 

The  Rer.  John  Grammar  and  Mr.  John  T. 
Clarke  weire  appointed  a  committee  to  examine 
the  certificates  of  the  lay  delegates. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  ConventioB 
do  now  adjourn  until  thia  afternoon,  at  4  o'clock. 

Wbdhibdat  ArrsBHOoN. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
certificatea  of  the  lay  delegatea,  reported  as 
follows : — 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  cer- 
tificates of  lay  delegates  report,  that  the  certi& 
catea  of  the  following  persona  are  conformable 
to  the  canon,  to  wit  :— 

Charles  C.  Pinckney,  churches  at  Wicklifie 
and  Berryville ;  Edmund  Berkeley  and  Lewia 
K.  Boggs,  Berkeley  parish,  Spotsylvania  coun- 
ty ;  Thomas  L.  Robertson,  Christ  Church,  Nor- 
folk borough;  J.  C.  Sheldon,  Bruton  pariah, 
Williamsburg ;  A.  Forbes,  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Norfolk  borouffh ;  Bartholomew  C.  Chinn,  Fam- 
ham parish,  Richmond  county ;  Mr.  Dangerfield, 
Frederick  parish,  Frederick  county ;  Junius  A. 
Clay,  Tillotson  parish,  Buckingham  county; 
Benjamin  F.  Taliaferro,  St.  Mary's  parish, 
Caroline  county ;  Mann  A.  Page,  St.  Thomaa 
pariah.  Orange  county ;  Rawleigh  W.  Downman, 
Chriat  Church  parish,  Lancaster  coun^ ;  Seth 
Ward,  St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg ;  William 
B.  Whitten,  Russell  parish,  Bedford  county ; 
Jamea  L.  WoodviUe  and  Thomaa  N.  Burwell, 
Botetourt  parish,  Botetourt  county ;  John  F. 
Conway,  Droomfield  pariah,  Madison  county; 
John  B.  Branham,  Lunenburg  pariah,  RichmoM 
county ;  John  Gray,  St.  George's  pariah,  Fred* 
erickaburg ;  William  M.  Waller,  Lexington  par- 
iah, Amherat  county;  William  F.  Alexandei^ 
Christ  Church,  Faiiiax  pariah,  Alexandria ;  R. 
Q.  MontgOHwiy,  Shi^bome  pariah,  St.  Jaaea*! 


TkiB  being  the  day  aj^inted  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  tiie  Convention  of  the  Protestant 
Fpiampai  Chorefa  in  the  Diocess  of  Virginia, 
the  Riffhi  Rer.  William  Meade,  D.  D.,  assist- 
ant Uanop  of  tiw  diocesa,  with  several  clergy- 
men  and  lay  delegatea,  attended  divine  aervice 
in  Trinity  Ohnrch. 

Altar  th«  eeneecratioB  of  the  church  to  the 
wonhip  of  Almiffhty  Ged,  mominff  prayers 
were  read  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Enmie,  and  a  sermon 
ptearhud  by  the  Re?.  J.  E.  Jackson. 

The  Ri|^t  Rev.  William  Meade  took  the 
dair  am  pmident  of  the  Convention,  and  Hilary 
Baker,  ef  Richmond,  waa  appointeid  aecretary 
•f  the  meeting. 

Tiw  followuig  clergymen,  entitled  to  seats  in 
the  Contention,  appeared,  vis. : — 

Tiw  Rev.  Ephraim  Adama,  Chriat  Church, 
Lanicaater  county ;  the  Rev.  George  Adie,  Shel- 
hnne  peiiah,  Loudoun  county ;  the  Rev.  C.  W. 
Andrewa,  Frederick  pariah,  Frederick  county ; 
the  Bev.  NiehoUa  H.  Cobba,  Ruasell  pari^ 
Bedford  county ;  the  Rev.  John  Cole,  Ware  and 
Abingdon  pariahea,  Gloucester  county ;  the  Rev. 
Oiaiwa  Brewer,  Antrim  parish,  Halifax  county ; 
tiw  Rev.  Hemr  W.  Ducachet,  M.  D.,  Chnst 
Church,  Norfslk  boroogh ;  the  Rev.  Adam  Em- 
pie,  D.  D.,  rector  of  Bruton  parish,  and  Preai- 
dent  of  WiUiaa  and  Mary  Obllese ;  the  Rev. 
John  Grammer,  St.  Andrew's  and  Bath  parishes, 
Dinwiddie  cointy ;  the  Rev.  Thomaa  Jackaon, 
aesistint  miniater  of  Monumental  Church,  Rich- 
Bwnd ;  the  Rev.  J.  £.  Jackson,  Chriat  Church, 
li^ncheater;  the  Rev.  WUliam  M.  Jackson, 
Once  Church,  Berryville,  Frederick  county ;  the 
Ber.  Wm.  G.  Jackson,  Trinity  Church,  SUnn- 
ton;  the  Rev.  Wbl  P.  C.  Johnaon,  Norbome 
neriah,  Beikel^county ;  the  Rev.  William  G. 
H.  Jonea,  St.  Themaa  Church,  Orange  court- 
howa;  the  Rer.  Reoel  Keith,  D.  D.,  Profeaaor 
in  Theologieal  Seminazy;  the  Rev.  Archibald 
iL  Lawon,  St  Stephen'a  Church,  St.  Mark's 
parisli,  Cn^Nmper  county;  the  Rev.  Georjge 
Lemon,  Hamilton  and  Leeda  oarisii^  Fauquier 
oountv ;  the  Rer.  Charlea  Mann,  Professor  in 
Theological  Seminarj;  the  Rev.  Edward  C. 
M'Gtdre,  St  Qeorge'a  Church,  Froderickabnrg ; 
9km  Mm.  J.  P.  MHHure,  St  Anna'a  and  Sooth 
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Chaich,  Leesbarg ;  John  H.  Perton,  Augusta 
parith,  Augusta  county ;  Joseph  F.  Montgomery, 
Nelson  parish.  Nelson  county  ;  Hilary  Baker, 
Christ  Church,  Richmond ;  Robert  Rose,  Kan- 
awha parish,  Kanswha  county;  Joseph  Mur- 
den,  Portsmouth  parish,  Norfolk  county  ;  John 
T.  Clarke,  Antrim  jparish,  Halifax  county. 

And  that  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of 
Carter  H.  Harrison  as  the  delegate  from  the 
Monumental  Church,  Richmond,  was  presented, 
which  not  being  according  to  the  canon,  is  here- 
with submitted  to  the  Convention — which  report 
and  document  were,  on  motion  of  the  Rer.  Dr. 
£mpie,  laid  upon  the  tsble. 

On  motion  of  Rer.  John  Grammer,  seconded 
by  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Ducschet,  M.  D.,  Hilary 
Baker,  of  Richmond,  was  elected  secretary  of 
the  Convention. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  following 
m|es  of  order,  adopted  by  the  Isst  Convention 
for  the  oovemment  of  their  proceedings,  be  the 
rules  of  proceeding  during  the  present  Conven- 
tion. 

I.  The  business  of  every  day  shall  be  intro- 
duced with  prayer. 

3.  When  the  president  takes  the  chair,  no 
member  shall  continue  standing,  or  shall  after- 
ward stand  up,  except  to  address  the  chair. 

3.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the 
service  of  the  house  unless  he  have  leave,  or  be 
unable  to  attend. 

4.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in 
debate,  or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  he 
shall,  with  due  respect,  address  himself  to  the 
president,  confining  himself  strictly  to  the  point 
m  debate. 

5.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice 
in  the  same  debate  without  leave  of  the  hoase. 

6.  A  question  being  once  determined  shall 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house,  and  shall 
not  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the  same 
session,  unless  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds 
of  the  house. 

7.  While  the  president  is  putting  any  ques- 
tion^ the  members  shall  continue  in  their  seats, 
and  shall  not  hold  any  private  discourse. 

8.  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  house 
when  any  question  is  put,  shall,  on  a  division, 
be  counted,  unless  he  be  personally  interested 
in  the  decision. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  ss  before 
the  house  unless  it  be  seconded,  and,  when  re- 
quired, reduced  to  writing. 

10.  When  any  question  is  before  ibe  house,  it 
shall  be  determined  upon  before  any  new  subject 
is  introduced,  except  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

II.  The  question  on  a  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment shall  be  taken  before  any  other,  and  with- 
out debate. 

13.  When  the  house  is  about  to  rise,  every 
member  shall  keep  his  seat  until  the  president 
shall  leave  the  chair. 

13.  None  of  the  rules  of  order  shall  be  sus- 
pended without  the  conciurence  of  two  thirds 
of  the  members  present. 

14.  The  president  shall,  in  his  discretion,  se- 
lect a  pew  within  the  limits  of  thoee  allotted  for 


the  use  of  the  members,  which  pew  shall  be  a]h 
propriated  for  the  accommodation  of  visiting  cka<- 
gymen  snd  students  of  the  Theological  School, 
vrho  may  be  invited  to  the  same  by  the  piesideot 
without  any  qiectsl  application  to  the  Conve»> 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Empie,  Rev. 
George  Lemon,  Rev.  E.  C.  M*Guire,  Rev.  H.  W, 
Ducachet,  Rev.  John  Granuner,  Rev.  Nicholas 
H.  Cobbs,  Mr.  John  Gray,  Mr.  Mann  Page,  Mr. 
Thomas  L.  Robertson,  and  Mr.  Seth  Wtai,  be 
a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  aiate 
of  the  church  in  this  dioeess,  and  report  thereoe 
to  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Charles  Dresser, 
Rev.  Franklin  G.  Smith,  and  Mr.  John  T. 
Clarke,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  parochial 
reports. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson  snd 
Mr.  Carter  H.  Harrison  be  a  committee  to  ex- 
amine the  treasurer's  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Charles  Mann,  Rev. 
Dr.  Keith,  and  Mr.  John  Gray,  be  a  committee 
to  examine  the  fund  for  the  support  of  widows 
and  orphans  of  deceased  clergymen. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  I.  Lee,  Rev, 
Geo,  Adie,  and  Rev.  John  P.  M<7uiie,  be  a  cooi- 
mittee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  treesnrer 
of  the  fund  for  the  permanent  support  of  the 
episcopate  in  this  dioeess. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Andrews, 
Rev.  G.  W.  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Thomas  N.  Boiw 
well,  be  a  coounittee  on  the  treasurer's  aecooDts 
of  the  Missionary  Society. 

The  secretary  received  the  following  contri- 
butions from  sundry  parishes  in  this  dioeess  for 
the  contingent  fund,  and  towards  the  remunera- 
tion of  Bishop  Moore  for  his  episcopal  services. 


Coal 


vtt.  :- 


Raleigh  parish,  Amelia  coun- 
ty,   $10  00 

Lexington    parish,    Amherst 
county,    -         -         -        -      6  00 

Russell  parish.  Bed  ford  county,   30  00 
iburs 


Martinsbu]^  and  Zion  church- 
es, Berkeley  county, 

Botetourt  parish,  Botetourt 
county,    -        -        -        - 

Bath  parish,  Dinwiddle  county, 

St.  Andrew's  parish,  Bruns- 
wick county,     ... 

Sapony  Church,  Chesterfield 
county,    -        •        -        - 

St  Luke's  Church,  parish  of 
Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,    - 

St.  PeUr's  Church,  Tillotson 

parish,  Buckingham  county,    17  00 

St,  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg,    1 5  00 

St.  Margaret's  parish,  Caroline 
county,    -        -        -         -      0  SO 

St.  Mary's  parish,    Caioliiie 

county,    -         -         -         -      8  00 

Broomfield    parish,   Madison 

county,   -        -        -        -      6  00 


$0  00 

500 
000 


-14  00        0  00 


13  00 
050 

15  00 

15  00 

500 


000 
350 

350 

000 

000 

300 

8  l^ 

000 
300 
600 


Amouat  carried  forward,    $170  00    $31  13^ 
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AmoaBt  teoaflht  ferwud,  $170  00    $31  IS) 
Chrwt  Choich,  Winchester,      15  00       13  80 
FVederick    peiish,   Frederick 

coontj,  -  -  -  -10  00  735 
Ware  and  Abingdon  parishea, 

Glooceater,  -  -  -  SO  30^  5  3S 
Antrim  pariah,  Halifaxcounty,  30  00  6  00 
BmtOB  pariah,  Williamaburg,  15  00  6  00 
Clirial     Church,     Lancaster 

eooBty,    <-        -        -        -    30  00        5  00^ 
BL   Jamee'a  Choreh,   Leea- 

boig,  "  -    2$  60      10  00 

Christ  Chaich,  Nwfolk  bor- 

oturii,      -  .    30  00      86  00 

8l   Fanra  Cboich,  Norfolk 

boroofffa,-        -  .    10  00      00  00 

Trini^  Church,  Portsmouth,     15  00        5  18| 
6t.  Thomaa'a  pariah.  Orange 

county,  -  .  -  -  10  00  5  00 
Camden  pariah,  PittsyWania 

county,  -  -  -  -  1  00  00  00 
Bristol  pariah,  Petersburg,  30  00  10  00 
St.  George*a  pariah,  Freder- 

icksbnig,  -        -    20  00      90  00 

Berkeley  pariah,  Spotsylvania 

eoun^,    -        -        -        -      3  87i      1  12^ 
Christ  Church,  liliU  Creek, 

Berkeley  counW,      -        -     6  00        5  00 
Nelsonparish,  Nelson countr,      5  00        5  00 
North  ramham  parish,  Rich- 
mood  county,  -  ■     -  6  00      00  00 
8t  Paul's  Church,  Alexan- 
dria,       -                         -   26  00      00  00 
Monumental   Church,   Rich- 
mond,     -                 -        -   30  00      24  08 
Christ  ChuTch,  Richmond,        15  00       10  92 
St  John's  Church,  Hampton, 

Elizabeth  City  pariah,  -  5  00  2  00 
Church  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  00  00  5  00 
j8t.  Martin'a  parish,  Hanover 

and  Louisa  eounties,  -  20  00  8  00 
Westorer  parish,  Charies  City 

county,  -  -  -  -  7  48  2  52 
Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  -  30  00  10  50 
Trinity  Church,  Staunton,  -  5  20  9  80 
Hamilton    parish,    Fauquier 

county.  -  -  -  -15  00  500 
Leeds  pariah,  Fan<|nier  county,  16  00  5  00 
St.    Anne's    panah,    Essex 

twiDffj  -  -  -  -  16  00  10  00 
South  ramham  parish,  Essex 

county,  -  -  «  -  8  00  2  00 
St.  Marie's  parish,  Culpepper 

county,  •  -  -  -  12  80  7  14 
St.  John's  Church,  Henrico 

parish,  Henrico  county,     -    15  00        5  00 
Sc.  Stephen's  paiishy  Culpep- 
per county,       -        -        -    12  86        7  14 
Cumberland    pariah,  Jjupen- 

boig  county,    •        p        -     0  36        3  64 

$670  44  $287  21 
Gain  in  change,  6 


$287  26 
On  motion,  Resol?ed,  That  the  Convention 
Ai  now  adjonm  until  to-moirow  morning,  9 


Thubsdat,  Mat  22,  1834.. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Bishop  Meade,  who  took  the  chair  as 
president. 

The  Rev.  John  Cooke,  rector  of  St.  Martin'a 
parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa  counties;  Rev. 
Charles  C.  Taliaferro,  rector  of  Cumberland 
parish,  Lunenburs  county ;  and  Rev.  Alexander 
Norris,  rector  of  W estover  parish,  Charles  City 
county  ;  and  Mr.  George  M.  Carrington,  a  dele- 

Site  from  St.  John's  Church,  Henrico  pariah ; 
r.  Jacob  Fackler,  a  delegate  from  Christ 
Church,  Winchester;  Mr.  Joseph  Arthur,  a 
delegate  from  Christ  Church,  Norbome  parish, 
Berkeley  county ;  and  Mr.  Edward  Valentine, 
a  delegate  from  St.  John'a  Church,  Hampton, 
appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

The  president  read  the  following  report  of 
episcopal  services  during  the  year  ending  May, 
1834,  by  the  Right  Rev.  Richard  Channing 
Mooje,  U.  D.,  Bishop  of  Virginia. 

Richmimd,  May  17,  1834. 

Dbak  Brethrsn,— Enfeebled  by  age  and  local 
infirmities,  1  am  obliged  to  confine  my  episc^al 
services  within  a  narrow  compass ;  anid  am  pre- 
vented from  travelling,  except  by  water,  or  in 
those  parts  of  the  diocess  which  furnish  me  with 
smooth  and  easy  roads.  Had  I  the  ability  of 
moving  at  Urge  that  I  formerly  possessed,  I  should 
have  made  an  effort  to  attend  the  present  Conven- 
tion, and  to  assist  in  -the  council  of  the  church. 
My  heart,  brethren,  is  with  you;  and  you  have 
my  fervent  prayers  for  the  blessing  of  (iod  upon 
your  labours. 

In  the  month  of  October  last  I  visited  Alexan- 
dria, and  attended  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Theoloffical  Seminary;  at  which  time  the  con- 
cerns of  that  institution  were  particularly  conaid- 
ered,  and  measures  were  adopted  to  secure  it  a 
certain  and  permanent  support.  For  that  puipoee, 
the  Hev.  Charles  Mann  was  appointed  to  raise 
funds  to  carry  into  effect  the  benevolent  design  of 
its  patrons ;  and  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  proceed 
successfully  without  further  pecuniary  aid,  I  moat 
earnestly  hope  that  the  application  of  the  agent  of 
the  semmary  may  meet  with  a  cordial  reception 
from  our  friends,  and  the  assistance  for  which  he 
may  apply  be  freely  and  cheerfully  contributed. 
During  my  visit  in  Alexandria  I  preached  in  both 
churches,  to  full  and  attentive  congregations ;  and 
it  is  with  great  pleasure  I  inform  the  Convention, 
that  the  vestry  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  in  that  city, 
have  filled  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resigna- 
tion and  removal  of  the  Rev.  WiUiam  Jackson, 
with  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnston 
as  their  rector.  On  my  return  from  Alexandria, 
I  officiated  both  in  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth. 

In  December  I  admitted,  in  Christ  Church,  city 
of  Richmond,  the  Hev.  Mr.  Woodbridge  to  the 

Sriesthood.  He  was  presented  by  the  Hev.  Thomaa 
ackson ;  the  sermon  was  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  B.  Croes,  and  the  Lord'a  Supper  adminis- 
tered by  myself  and  the  clergy  who  were  preeaat. 
In  ^e  month  of  Maich  I  rode  to  the  county  of 
Hanover,  at  which  time  I  ordained  Mr.  George 
W,  Nelson  s  deacon,  who  was  presented  by  the 
Rev.  John  Cooke ;  the  sermon  was  delivered  by 
myself,  and  the  Lord's  Supper  also  administered. 
On  Oood  Friday,  March  28, 1  held  a  confirmap 
tign  in  Christ  Church  in  this  city ;  upon  whic^ 
occaaioD  I  pjre^chad,  and  con^zmad  twelve  pay 
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In  the  month  of  April  I  vinted  the  county  of 
Essex,  attended  by  the  Key.  Mr.  Croes,  who 
preached  on  the  2ad  of  the  month  in  Vanter's 
Church ;  and  on  the  24th  I  oreached  m  the  same 
place,  and  administered  the  Lord's  Supper. 

On  the  25th  of  the  same  month  I  proceeded  to 
Port  Royal,  m  the  county  of  Caruhne,  at  which 
place  I  preached  to  a  large  and  attentive  congre- 
fAtion ;  and  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  an 
excellent  discourse  was  delivered  in  a  private 
house  by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  MKjuire.  It  is  with  pleas- 
ure I  inform  the  Convention,  that  in  Port  Royal  a 
church  is  to  be  immediately  erected. 

My  next  visit  was  to  Fredericksburg,  being 
Sunday,  ihe  27th,  in  which  town  I  preached  in  the 
mormng  and  at  candle-light,  to  large  and  attentive 
oon^gations. 

From  Fredericksburv  I  proceeded,  in  company 
with  the  Rev.  E.  C.  M'Ouire,  to  the  county  of 
Caroline ;  consecrated  a  handsome  new  church ; 
confirmed  a  number  of  adults ;  oreached  to  a  large 
and  attentive  congregation,  ana  admiiustered  the 
Lord's  Supper. 

From  Grace  Church  I  rode,  in  company  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Friend,  to  Mr.  Dickenson's,  who  re- 
sides near  the  courthouse  m  Carolme  county; 
end  on  Tuesday,  the  29th,  I  preached  to  a  very 
xespectable  and  attentive  congregation.  It  is  witn 
great  pleasure  1  inform  the  Convention,  that  a  new 
churcn  will  be  erected  in  that  pUce  the  present 
year. 

On  the  6th  of  May  I  fulfilled  an  appointment  in 
Charles  Citr  county,  in  company  with  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Jackson  and  Mr.  Croes ;  and,  assisted  by 
the  above-named  clergymen,  I  admitted  the  Rev. 
Hr.  Norris  to  the  priesthood.  Prayers  were  read 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Croes,  and  an  appropriate  dis- 
course delivered  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson.  I 
«xpect  to  consecrate  a  new  church  in  that  county 
this  autunm. 

On  the  11th  instant  I  contirmfxl  in  St.  John's 
Church,  in  this  city,  iwel\e  |>er6on8  ;  upon  which 
occa.sion  the  discourse  was  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Croes,  who  ufllciates  in  that  church. 

I  remain,  dear  brethren,  your  sincere  friend  and 
{tastor, 

Richard  Channino  Moore. 

The  Riffht  Rev.  William  Meade,  D.  D.,  As- 
sistant Bishop  of  Virginia,  presented  the  follow- 
ing report : — 

Dear  Bretiirkn, — Through  the  merciful  prov- 
idence of  God  we  are  permitted  to  meet  together 
once  more,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  an  ac- 
count of  our  labours  and  success  ni  the  ministry 
during  the  past  year,  and  of  deliberating  on  the 
best  measures  for  promoting  the  spiritual  interests 
of  our  Zion.     My  account  must  commence  with 
the  concluding  st»rvices  of  our  last  Convention, 
w^hen  I  united  with  the  licloved  father  (whose  age 
and  infirmity  prevent  his  being  with  us  at  this 
lime)  in  the  ordination  of  eiglit  persons, — six  of 
whom  were  adinitteil   to  the  order  of  deacons, 
and  two  to  that  of  priests.     After  the  duties  of  the 
Convention  were  over,  I  retumeil  home  by  the 
way  of  Fredericksburg,  where  i  preachetl  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  and  atlnunistered  the  rite  of  con- 
firmation to  five  i)er8ons.     During  the  month  of 
June  I  spent  two  days  in  Winchester,  preaching 
several  times  in  that  place.     In  the  month  of  July 
I  visited  Alexandria,  with  the  view  of  attending 
the  annual  examination  of  the  students  of  our 
seminary.     This  took  place  on  the   10th.     I  was 
much  gratified  by  the  exercises  on  that  occasion, 
•nd  more  deeply  impressed  than  ever  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  institution,  and  the  duty  of  apunc- 
niai  Mtumiion  to  ii«  public  exanunaUoua.   To  my 


brethien  of  the  clergy  eepeciaJly,  and  to  tbe  titn- 
tees,  I  would  preaent  this  aa  an  batereating  and 
important  occaaion  wortbT  of  their  atteniioQ.   It 
will  be  rendered  particularly  interestin|[  on  tte 
approaching  anniversary,  bv  the  ordinauon  of  a 
large  number  of  young  canoidatea  fn*  the  minif- 
try.    On  the  Sunday  following  tbe  examination  I 
preached  twice  in  Alexandria,  and  confirmed  thir- 
teen persona.     On  leaving  Alexandria  I  visited 
Havmarket,  Aldie,  and  Mradleburg,  preaching  tt 
eacn  of  thoae  placea.    On  the  two  last  days  of 
July  and  the  nrst  of  August,  I  waa  engaged,  in 
company  with  my  brethren,    Mr.  Lemoa,  Mr. 
Adie,  and  Mr.  Andrewa,  in  reUf^a  serncaaat 
UpperviUe,  a  flounahing  village  in  Fauquier,  oo 
the  border  of  Loudoun  county.    We  apent  an 
agreeable,  and,  we  hope,  uaeAil  time,  in  frequent 
aervices,  beginning  with  the  riaing  aun,  and  bat- 
ing  also  mid-day,  uteraomi,  and  evening  ezereiiea. 
On  Sunday,  for  the  first  time,  we  admimatered  the 
communion  in  this  place  to  a  little  band  of  belief* 
era.    I  confirmed  also  seven  persons  at  the  fnw 
time.    I  am  happy  to  state,  Uiat  the  zeal  of  oar 
friends  in  and  about  this  place  has  led  them  to 
undertake  the  erection  of  a  neat  chorch,  which 
will  be  finished  in  the  course  of  the  coming  year. 
After  the  services  at  UpperviUe  I  waa  enabled  to 
have  an  association  in  my  own  parish,  by  the  help 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Maim,  Mr.  Brooke,  and  Mr.  Adie, 
who,  during  three  days,  preached  to  highly  grati- 
fied, and,  I  hope,  edified  congregationa.    At  the 
close  of  our  aervices  we  were  equally  aorpsised 
and  delighted  by  the  arrival  of  my  brother,  tbe 
Uishop  of  North  Carolina,  who  concluded  tbe 
meeting  by  a  very  appropriate  and  impressive  dis- 
course.   On  this  occasion  two  were  confirmed. 
On  the  7th  of  August  I  set  out  on  a  tour  through 
the  counties  of  Berkeley  and  Jeflersoii,  preaching 
the  first  day  at  Bunker's  Hill.     On  the  6th  arid 
9th  1  officiated,  in  conjunction  with  the  Kev.  Mr. 
Jones  of  Jetlerson.  st  Hedge's  Chapel,  where  I 
confinned   twenty-six,  baptized  two  infants,  and 
administered  tlie  communion.     Here,  as  usual, 
the  congregations  were  large  an<l   attentive,  as- 
sembling at  the  hour  of  eleven  o'clrxrk,  engaging 
in  holy  exercises  during  the   customary  penod, 
leaving  the  houtM^  of  God  for  a  short  time,  then 
reassemblmg  for  the  afternoon  service,  and  again 
filling  the  house  at  night.    A  large  portion  of  Ihe 
evening  congregations,  I   am  told,  consisted  of 
those  who  remained  at  home  during  the  two  first 
services.    This  example  is  worthy  of  imitation. 
On  the  10th  we  repaired  to  Mart.: -^  urg.  about 
seven  miles  distant,  where  we  met  wnh  Ihe  Rev. 
Mr.  Drane,  from  Hagerstown.who  preached  oo 
the  occasion  of  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
who  was  then  clothed  with  the  authority  of  a 
priest.     I  preached  twice  in  Martinsburg.  baptized 
two  infants,  confirmed  seven,  and  administered 
the  communion.     From  Martinsburg  I  went  to 
Smilhfield,  where  I  officiated  on  the   12th  arid 
13th,  m  conjunction  with  Mr.  Jones,  W.  M.  Jack- 
son, and  Mr.  Johnson.    On  tlie  evening  of  the 
13th  and  the  morning  of  the  14th  I  was  in  Charles- 
town,  and  on  the  latter  day  confirmed  nine  per- 
sons.   The  15th,  16th,  and  17th  were  spent  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  where  I  was  aided  in  ministerial 
duties  by  Wm'.  M.  Jackson.     On  the  moniirig  of 
the  1 8th  I  proceedeil  to  Shepherdstown,  and  found 
the  inhabitants  of  the  place  in  the  utmost  conster- 
nation by  reason  of  the  cholera,  which  had  made 
its  appearance  a  few  days  before,  and  hunied 
some  of  its  citizens  into  eternity.     Not  wishing  to 
be  or  seem  to  be  either  rash  or  cowardly  in  duty. 
I  submitted  it  to  the  proper  guardiaiis  of  the 
health  of  the  place,  whether  I  should  proceed 
^with  the  previously-appointed  aerricea.    By  their 
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ivice  I  omittad  all  night  ■erricet,  and  only  con- 
iBsd  thoM  who  were  dispoMd  to  attend  on  the 
Mming  and  afternoon  on  one  day.  and  on  the 
■Biiiiic  of  the  following.  One  of  these  serricea 
10  beul,  by  particular  request,  in  the  Lutheran 
Imrch,  wboee  minister  was  absent  Mr.  Jones 
id  myself  endeavoured,  by  suitable  discourses,  to 
amove  the  afflictive  season. 
After  remaining  at  honne  a  short  time,  I  corn* 
ODced  a  toor  of  preaching  through  some  of  the 
nmties  lying  under  the  Blue  Ridge.  1  left  home 
1  the  2d  of  September;  on  the  4th,  preached  at 
IB  Fork's  Church  to  a  large  congregation,  bap- 
sad  Que  child,  and  confirmed  eight  persons. 
The  congregation  was  then  and  had  long  been 
ader  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  WocMville. 
i  this  place  had  he  most  conscientiously  and 
mctaaUv  met  with  his  pcK>ple  for  many  years ; 
we  had  I  often  met  him  in  my  travels  through 
At  region  of  country  during  the  last  twenty-two 
mn,  and  here  it  was  that  I  ssw  him  for  the  last 
DO,  CO  the  occasion  just  mentioned.  Provi- 
nce has  removed  him  from  a  scene  of  sincere 
ndience  on  earth,  to  one  of  glorious  enjoyment 
h0a:Ten.  He  has  left  an  affectionate  nmily  to 
oura  the  loss  o(  a  kind  husband  and  tender  fa> 
«r,  and  many  fiienda  to  cherish,  with  sincere  re- 
ec^  the  memory  of  a  conscientious  Christian 


On  the  5th  and  6th  of  September  I  was  en- 
ifed  in  duty  at  Culpepper  courthouse,  where  I 
eachwl  three  times,  confirmed  twelve  perstms, 
d  administered  the  communion.  The  7th,  8th, 
d  0th  were  spent  in  like  manner  at  Orange 
Qithouae,  where  I  preached  to  a  laree  and  at- 
Dtiva  congregation  three  times,  confirmed  siz- 
sn  persons,  and  adminiatered  the  communion. 
this  place,  where  we  never  had  at  any  time 

3  regular  services,  snd  of  late  years  scarce  any, 
has  been  very  gracious  to  us,  in  sending  a 
■tor  who  found  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
d  who  has  been  the  instrument  of  awakening  a 
od  nmnber  to  a  lively  sense  of  eternal  things, 
band  the  members  of^our  church  in  that  plMe 
agad  in  the  erection  of  an  excellent  house  for 
nbc  worship,  which  I  presume  is  now  comple- 
L  Mav  it  be  well  filled  with  devout  worshippers. 
1  the  loth  I  proceeded,  in  company  witn  Mr. 
nea  and  Wm.  M.  Jackson,  to  Stanardsville, 
wrp,  during  the  morning  and  afternoon,  we  sev- 
lUy  addressed,  in  a  private  house,  a  large,  atten- 
e,  and  deeply-impressed  congregation.  We  all 
t  aa  if  God  indeed  was  among  us.  On  the  11th 
1 12th  we  were  engsged  in  like  manner  at  Trin- 

Church,  between  Stanardsville  snd  Madison 
uthouse.  Here  I  preached  twice,  confirmed 
rae,  and  adminiatered  the  communion.  One  of 
I  peraons  confirmed  was  an  old  soldier  of  the 
rnnition,  who  hsd  lived  to  his  83d  year  before 

became  a  soldier  of  the  cross.  I  was  aware, 
bie  he  roee  up  and  approached  the  place  where 
waa  to  make  his  vows,  that  ho  was  a  comrade 
my  fiither's  under  Washington.  He,  however, 
a  not  aware  that  I  was  the  son  of  his  old  fellow- 
dier,  nor  had  I  opportunity  to  inform  him  until 
paa  engased  in  aoministermg  the  holy  rite ;  and 
HI  when  I  announced  the  fact,  that  liere  was  an 
aokiier  who  had  served  under  Washington  with 
'  &ther,  now  come  to  enlist  under  the  banner 
ona  greater  than  Washington,  he  was  entirely 
ncome — burst  into  tears,  and  melted  the  whole 
ambly.  I  trust  there  were,  on  that  occasion, 
lar  taara  than  those  of  mere  human  sympathy. 
I  thought  that  it  was  plainly  to  be  seen  that 
aa  hearts  were  touched  nom  above  with  a  feel- 

above  all  earthly  foelings.  Mar  the  event 
mm  that  wa  wen  not  wistaiifn    Our  next  sar- 


vicea  were  at  Madison  courthouse,  on  the  13th, 
Uth,  and  15th.  They  were  renewed  four  timea 
each  day,  when  we  closed  them. 

It  was  indeed  a  joyful  season  for  religion  and 
the  church  at  Madison.    Fifteen  months  before, 
and  I  scarcely  knew  a  place  in  our  atate  which 
promised  less  to  the  laboun  of  a  minister  of  our 
church ;  and  at  this  time  I  confirmed  twenty-threa 
warm-hearted  disciples  of  Christ,  and  zealous 
friends  of  our  church,  and  saw  a  neat  and  durable 
brick  edifice  rising  out  of  the  ground  to  be  a  place 
for  the  worship  of  God.    God  had  visited  this 
place  with  the  abundance  of  his  grace.    He  had 
most  signally  blessed  the  faithful  preaching  of  his 
word  by  ministers  of  different  denominations.   Ha 
had  sent  to  those  who  were  inclined  to  our  com- 
munion an  humble  snd  faithful  man,  who,  la> 
bouring  in  season  and  out  of  season,  and  going 
from  house  to  house^  was  the  instrument  of  gath* 
ering  together  an  mteresting  little  band,  with 
whom  I  spent  some  of  the  happiest  davs  of  my 
ministry.    While  1  was  there,  besides  tne  above- 
mentioned  exercises,  in  which  I  was  greatly  as- 
sisted by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Wm.  G. 
Jackson  from  Staunton,  I  also  admitted  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Lamoo,  their  minister,  to   priests'   orden. 
After  parting  with  our  dear  friends  at  Madison,  I 
turned  my  steps  towards  the  new  county  of  Raip- 
pahannock.    On  the  16th  I  reached  the  reddenca 
of  Dr.  Thornton,  and  in  the  afternoon,  accordhng 
to  appointment,  preached  a  funeral  sermon  on  the 
occasion  of  the  death  of  the  amiable  and  esteeoMd 
Dr.  Hswes.    I'his  gentleman  was  for  many  yean 
a  member  of  conrress,  and  was  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  nim.    His  benevdence  was  of 
no  ordinary  character,  and  bis  testimony  to  tha 
truth  and  excellence  of  Christianity  was  very  de- 
cided.   In  his  will  he  has  made  generous  provia- 
icm  for  more  than  a  hundred  sbves,  whom  h» 
has  directed  to  be  colonized  in  Africa.    On  tha 
following  day  I  went  for  the  firet  time  to  visit  atk 
old  and  venerable  mother  in  Israel,  who  for  a  long 
time  had  been  deprived  of  the  services  of  tha 
church  which  she  loved,  except  when,  on  spe- 
cial occasion,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodville,  who  lived 
at  a  great  distance  (torn  her,  brought  them  to  hat 
house.    Mrs.  Thornton  had  turned  her  house  int» 
a  church  on  this  occasicm,  and  invited  her  neigh- 
bours and  relati(»is  to  unite  in  the  solemn  services^ 
She  wished  once  more  to  partake  of  the  Holy 
Suj)per.    It  had  been  a  long  time  since  she  had 
enjoyed  this  privilege,  and  it  might  be  the  last  op- 
portunity, for  she  was  far  advanced  ia  the  vale  of 
teara,  tfaiough  then  as  well  as  usuaL    But  she  de- 
sired to  penorm  another  duty  also.    In  her  inftn- 
cy.  Christian  parents  had  made  a  promise  in  her 
benalf  which  she  had  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
fulfilling.    She  had  never  ratified  her  trnptiraial 
engagement  in  the  rite  of  confirmation,  and  now, 
even  m  her  old  ase,  begged  leave  with  all  humility 
tofulfil  this  act  of  righteousness.  It  was  according- 
ly performed,  and  it  is  hoped  that  those  present 
cud  not  regard  it  as  an  idle  and  unnecessary  cere- 
mony even  in  her. 

After  this,  together  with  some  pious  nelshboun 
and  relations,  she  partook  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
Her  whole  character  was  calculated  to  imprsaa 
upon  the  minds  of  all  who  knew  her  the  truth  of 
the  Saviour*s  words,  that  we  must  enter  the  king 
dom  of  heaven  as  little  children.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  I  left  this  neighbourhood,  but  let  it  be  re- 
membered, as  evidence  of  the  uncertainty  of  life, 
and  to  show  how  mysterious  are  the  waya  of 
Providence,  that  in  five  days  after  I  left  the  man- 
sion of  this  venerable  lady,  God  was  pleased  sud- 
denly and  unexpectedly  to  call  her  to  himsalf. 
She  seemad  to  have  obuined  that  which  aha  had 
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long  been  seeking  for,  and  then  had  leave  to  de- 
part in  peace.  On  the  day  after  my  leaving  Rap- 
pahannock I  preached  at  Port  Koyal,  and  the 
next  day  reached  home.  In  the  course  of  three 
weeks  I  anin  set  out,  with  a  view  to  visit  certain 
places  in  the  lower  part  of  the  state  on  the  eastern 
shore.  I  determined,  however,  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  visiting  some  other  places  which  lay  in 
the  route.  On  Friday,  the  lltn  of  October,  I  left 
home  and  preached  that  day  at  Upperville.  Sat- 
Vjjdhr  and  Sunday  I  spent  at  Havmarket.  The 
weather  was  so  inclement  and  the  house  so  open, 
that  the  congregation  on  the  first  day  was  small. 
On  the  day  following  the  Loid*s  day  the  weather 
was  good,  and  the  congregation  was  large  and  at- 
tentive. The  house  in  which  I  preach^  was  an 
iAd  deserted  courthouse,  which,  nevertheless,  was 
capable  of  being  converted  into  a  comfortable 
church,  at  a  very  moderate  expense.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  services  I  addreased  them  on  the 
condition  of  the  neighbourhood  and  the  house  in 
which  we  were  ass^nbled,  and  promised  that  if 
they  would  convert  the  house  mto  a  becomkig 
place  of  worship,  I  would  visit  them  again  in  the 
month  of  July,  and  dedicate  it  to  God,  and  perform 
all  the  holy  crainances  of  the  church  in  it.  As  I 
came  down  from  the  pulpit,  two  gentlemen  assured 
me  it  should  be  done ;  and  I  am  nappy  to  learn  that 
their  promise  has  already  been  sacredly  fulfilled. 
If  God  spare  my  life  I  will  endeavour  to  fulfil  my 

Sirt,  ancl  hope  that  some  of  my  brethren  will  be 
ere  to  aid  m  the  good  work. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  Sabbath  just  mentioned 
I  rode  to  Brentsville,  where  I  preach^  in  the 
coorthouse  to  a  full  assembly  of  attentive  hearers. 
I  am  happy  to  inform  the  Convention,  that  these 
two  places  are  now  enjoying  the  regular  though 
too  unfrequent  services  of  the  church.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Berkeley,  though  engaged  in  completing  his 
studies  at  the  semmary,  finds  time  to  visit  each 
of  them  once  in  four  weeks.  We  hope  the  time 
is  not  far  distant  when  more  fr^uent  services  will 
be  rendered.  J  next  visited  Dumfries,  where  1 
preached  on  Monday,  and  was  followed  by  an  ex- 
hortation from  Mr.  Adie.  I  then  proceeded  to 
Alexandria,  in  order  to  meet  the  managers  of  the 
Education  Society,  and  the  trustees  of  our  semi- 
nary. I  also  preached  on  Friday  night  in  Alexan- 
dria. On  Saturday  1  reached  Fredericksburg, 
and  proached  there  on  Sunday,  administering  the 
rite  of  confirmation.  On  Monday  I  proceeded  to 
Richmond,  and  preached  on  Tuesday  night  in  the 
Monumental  Church.  On  Wednesday  momin? 
I  left  Richmond  in  the  steamboat,  and  reached 
Shirley,  the  seat  of  Mr.  Hill  Carter,  in  time  to 
meet  a  congregation  at  the  old  Westover  Church 
by  12  o'clock.  This  excellent  building  has  been 
neatly  fitted  up,  and  is  now  a  decent  and  comfort- 
able house  of  worship.  A  goodly  number  of  fami- 
lies, attached  to  our  communion,  assemble  in  the 
church  of  their  ancestors  everv  other  Sabbath, 
under  the  ministry  of  one  of  the  Alumni  of  our 
seminary.  On  the  following  day  I  preached  at  the 
Lower  Church,  which  is  a  new  building,  erected 
within  the  last  two  years.  The  friends  of  our 
church  in  Charles  City  are  able,  and  I  believe 
willing,  henceforth  to  support  a  minister,  and  I 
therefore  regard  this  parish  as  one  permanently 
established.  On  Friday  morning  1  again  got  into 
the  steamboat,  and  went  as  far  as  James  City, 
landing  where  Mr.  Bassett's  carriage  was  ready  to 
convey  me  to  Williamsburg.  I  tarried  four  days 
in  Williamsburg,  and  preached  or  lectured  eight 
times,  assisting  also  in  the  communion.  My  next 
field  of  labour  was  Gloucester  county,  where  I 
preached  five  days  in  succession,  twice  at  Abing- 
oatk  Church,  and  three  times  at  Ware  Church,  td- 


mhiisteriDg  the  commnnioD  and  ooD&matiflii  M 
the  latter  place.  On  one  of  these  occaskxis  I  was 
called  upcvi  to  peiform  the  funeral  ntes  over  the 
remains  of  one  of  the  most  pure  and  pious  of  tks 
samts  of  God  on  earth,  Mrs.  Dr.  Neisoa  of  that 
parish,  who,  from  early  vouth,  had  been  a  lively 
specimeD  of  the  tieauty  oi  holiness.  On  the  even- 
ing of  Saturday  I  preached  to  the  servants  at  Dr. 
Taliaferro's,  and  on  the  next  evening  lectured  at 
Mr.  Roy's,  in  Matthews  county.  On  Mofviay 
morning,  through  the  great  kindness  and  generos- 
ity of  Mr.  TcHnpkins  of  that  county,  a  packet  was 
ready  to  carry  myself  and  Mr.  Cole  to  the  eastern 
shore,  which  we  reached  in  the  coarse  of  the  af- 
ternoon, and  were  enabled  to  have  a  service  at  the 
house  of  Mre.  Parker,  in  £astville,  the  same  lugfat. 
On  the  next  day  we  had  divine  service,  monk' 
ing  and  evening,  in  the  new  chwch  at  Eastville. 
On  Wednesday  morning  I  preached  at  Hungar's 
Church,  an  ola  and  venerable  ecKfice.  In  the  aP 
temoon  af  Bellhaven,  and  at  night,  in  coDJonctioa 
with  Mr.  Cole,  at  Mr.  WyaU'a.  On  Thorsday  we 
passed  into  Accomack  county,  when  I  preached 
at  Pongoteague  church,  another  venerame  bnikl- 
ing,  more  than  190  years  old,  but  still  firm  and  in 
good  repair.  Here  I  baptized  foor  children,  two 
whites  and  two  coloured.  In  the  afternoon  I  dis- 
coursed on  confirmation,  after  a  sermon  from  Mr^ 
Cole,  and  at  night  I  preached  at  Onancock,  some 
miles  distant.  On  the  following  dav  I  preached 
again  at  Pongoteague,  baptized  ene  aault,  confirm- 
ed five,  and  adimnistered  the  communion.  Atnigfal 
1  preached  again  to  a  full  house  at  Mr.  Bayne's.  I 
preached  again  on  Saturday  morning  at  tne  same 
church,  organized  an  Education  Society,  and  m 
the  afternoon  poceeded  to  Judge  Upshur's,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hunger's  Churchy  where  1  again 
preached  on  the  followmg  day,  being  the  Sabbatht 
and  administered  the  communion.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  same  day  1  exhorted  after  Mr.  Cole,  al 
Eastville,  preached  there  the  next  day,  and  coft- 
firmed  six  persons.  I  was  much  eneeuraged  by 
the  zeal  of  a  goodly  number  of  our  remaining 
friends  in  Northampton  and  Accomack,  who  de- 
termined, by  uniting  their  contributions,  to  secure 
to  themselves  the  services  of  a  missionary,  in  ad- 
dition to  those  which  they  already  enjoy.  I  have 
been  pleased  to  hear  that  they  have  at>tained  th* 
object  of  their  wishes.  Having  concluded  my  da> 
ties  on  the  eastern  rfiore,  1  crossed  the  t>ay,  and 
reached  Norfolk  on  Wednesday  evening.  On 
Thursday  I  went  to  Sufiblk,  ana  preached  thoe 
that  night,  exhorted  also  the  following  night  after 
Mr.  Boyden,  who  accompanied  me  to  that  place. 
On  Saturday  I  returned  to  Norfolk,  and  lectured  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Pollard  in  the  evening.  In  the 
morning,  which  was  the  Sabbath,  I  preach«l  for 
Dr.  Ducachet ;  in  the  afternoon,  for  Mr.  Wingfield, 
at  Portsmouth ;  and  al  night,  returning  to  Norfolk, 
at  St.  Paul's,  for  Mr.  Boyden.  On  Monday  night 
I  again  preached  for  Mr.  Boyden,  and  leaving  I^- 
folk  the  following  day,  spent  the  night  at  Old 
Point,  and  preached  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
stationed  at  that  place.  After  this  I  returned 
without  delay,  and  reached  home  by  the  following 
Sabbath.  Since  then  1  have  taken  no  long  jou mey, 
nor  performed  much  episcopal  duty.  I  visited  the 
District  during  the  wmter,  chiefly  with  the  view 
of  attending  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society.  I  spent  one  Sab^th  in 
Washington  and  Georgetown,  and  one  in  Alex- 
andria. 1  have  also  visited  Winchester  twice,  and 
confirmed  six  persons ;  Wicklifie  once,  ccmfinning 
two  persons ;  and  Cool  Spring,  in  Fauquier  coun 
ty,  once,  confirming  five.  On  each  of  these  occa- 
sions (with  one  exception),  I  spent  two  days  in 
preaching  and  admimstenng  tat  Loid*8  Supper 


COMTfiNTf  ON  OF  U 


and  pmched  there  m  the  ifternoon  of 
on  tOB  nmii  iveDuig  t  bapUied  a  child 
OOT  of  Mr.  Blackford,  and  uoiled  In  reli- 

oiriup  i*  often  held,  fen  the  benefit  of  the 
I  vrho  ue  emploved  about  the  iron  worki 
lackfonl. 

I  Ibllawing  morning,  before  learing  that 
■dminiatered  the  nts  of  conlimiilion  to 
dfbrd,  vrhoae  a^  and  infinnllj  prevenlod 
Hlance  on  any  pubhc  place  where  that 
a  perfonned.  On  the  evening  of  the  aaioB 
nctwdCoJ.  Lewia'a,  in  the  neighbourhood 
ItfuibUc,  and  on  the  fallowing  morning 
.  at  that  niaca. 

tied  the  place  in 

, It  paelor  of  tliia  eoogiegation 

church  about  tevea  mile*  duuni,  when 

rated  to  (he  Kivjce  of  tiod  a  neat  brick 

fbkii  wai  not  large  enough  to  hold  the 
which  deaired  idmiuioo.  I  preached 
Ibal  dar  to  large  tueiubliei  of  illenliie 
On  the  ererung  of  the  uma  1  preached 

mad  at  the  boUM  of  Ht.  Chnichman. 

1^  morning,  according  to  notice.  1  again 

.  fioiB  Ur.  wJhairjBci>on.'of  Fiedeiick 
•ddmaaed  them  at  Hice  length  on  the 
f  coofinnation ;  aitd  then,  alter  an  inler- 
boor,  the  bouae  was  again  filled,  when  1 
ebed,  and  then     ■-=---—■  -■- ' 


..   a  of  many  piayen  and 

.   ts  preaeni  and  former  paitor.  arxi 
ill  their  liHideat  hopes  alid  expects- 

randerad  an  account  of  mfjoaiuey- 


In  compluQce  with  jonr  re<]ueat  at  our 

■Uef  ontha  leryuoponantdoljofgiiuig 
inatrucuaa  to  our  •erraul*.  I  know  the 
■  of  the  laak,  but  1  know  that  boih  min- 
1  people  are  far  too  read;  to  magnify  iheaa 
a.  and  aatiafy  thenuelf ea  ivith  >ery  Inaof- 
CUMs  for  its  neglect.  If  the  lore  of  im- 
ola,  which  ii  the  true  ipirit  of  Chriat,  did 
ID  our  hearts  aa  it  ought  to  do.  we  should 
ipt  to  [each  then  our  poor  ignorant  fet- 
nret.  and  leaa  apt  at  finding  out  eicuaea 
elect  of  them.  Icammitthefeebleeffart 
Hlalf  to  *jo6  and  your  conaciencei,  ho- 
lt may  not  be  altogether  in  Tain. 
alao  jual  completed  Ihe  publication  of  a 
A  of  family  prayara,  which  I  trust  may 
eptable  offering  to  God  and  to  the  Chna- 
lea  under  our  charge.  If  the  work  ahall 
M  one  fumly  to  wonhip  God  which  haa 

ice  of  this  duly  one  winch  may  already 
1  in  the  perfonnanee  of  thu  godly  one- 
ill  be  abundantly  rewarded  for  any  labour 
on  the  collection.  If  my  brelhren,  after 
i„    _i_,.   ... ,.__.i._^  ^^^ 


ta  ase  10  llwii  coDgra- 


m,  conunanditig  these  my  feeble 

«  feTom  of  Hmi  without  whom  nouu 

mthing  ia  ftnmg,  I  autsoit  thia  nicord 


— _  aSibclhni  fbr 
tliemui.  W.  HiADB, 

Aaaialanl  Biahqp  of  Viigini*. 

On  nolioo  of  Mr.  Carter  H.  Harisoii, 

HeaolTcd,  That  the  Becretaiy  eater  upon  (ha 
joamal  of  this  ConTention  Ihe  death  of  its  U(a 
*ecre(afT,  John  G.  Williama. 

ReaolTod,  TiM  while  we  bow  whh  homilitr 
to  (hia  afflictire  dispenaatjon  of  God,  we  cannot 
but  deplore  it  as  one  tfaa(  baa  depriied  the  Coo- 
rentioo  of  lbs  serricBs  of  a  Aulhfol  officei,  (ho 
church  of  a  usaliil  and  deTotad  friend,  luxl  kh 
ciety  at  large  of  a  Tahisble  member. 

ReaoWedl  lastly,  That,  in  token  of  the  ayn- 
pathy  of  this  ConTention  in  the  bemTenwnl 
wbtch  the  family  of  the  deceaaed  has  auitained, 
a  copy  of  iheas  reaolutiona  be  Ibrwarded  to  them 
by  the  aecretaiT. 

On  mouon  of  the  Rer.Wm.  O.  H.  Jonea,  Mr. 
Alexander  Garret  was  admitted  to  a  teat  in  thia 
Contention  as  delegate  from  Fiedarickarill*  pw- 
ish,  Albemarle  county. 

T^e  buaineta  of  the  ConTention  wis  raspend- 
ed,  for  the  putpoae  of  attending  diTine  serrica 
by  the  Ker.  Mr.  Smith,  and  ■  sermon  by  tha 
Rev.  Mr.  Cobbt. 

After  divine  service  Bishop  Meade  took  the 
chaii.  The  psrocbial  repona  were  received, 
read,  and  referred  to  the  eemmittae  an  paiochiil 


trienda  of  the  Episcopal  Church  residing  in 
BerryviUe  and  ita  vicinity,  to  divide  the  panri) 
of  Frederick  so  aa  to  form  another  distinct  one 
therein,  to  be  callwl  "  Wickliffa  pariah,  Ftcdat- 
ick  county." 

On  motion. 

ResolTsd,  That  the  prayer  o(  the  pelitionan 
be  sruited. 

On  motion  of  the  Rav.  WiUiam  O.  H.  Jmes, 

Resolved,  That  Ihia  Convention  eontuiuea  to 
feel  ■  lively  interest  in  the  temperance  tefotma- 

Resolved,  That  each  clersynian  of  this  chmch 
be,  and  ia  hareby  raquestedl  to  insert  in  hia  re- 
port to  the  next  Convention  such  facta  in  )«fa< 
ence  to  the  temperance  canae  aa  ba  aluU  think 
promotife  of  auch  caaaa. 

The  Rav.  Franklin  G.  Smith  presented  k 
memsrial  &om  the  Teetiy  of  St.  Paul's  Cborcbr 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  commitla* 
on  the  Btate  of  Ihe  church. 

And  the  Convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning,  at  9  o'clock. 

FiioiT,  Mat  S8,  ISM. 
The  Convention  met   pursuant  to  adioam- 
ment,  and  was  c^ikad  with  prayer  by  Bishop 
Mead",  who  took  the  chair  aa  preaidenl. 

Mr.   Philip   Slaugfaler,  a  delegate   from  8t. 

Stephen'a  Church,  Culpeiiper;  Mr.  Walter  Coles, 

from  Abingdon  pariah,  Gloucaater  connly  ;  and 

Mr.   J.  B.  Breckenridge,   &om  W«i«   pariab, 

andeav-    Gloucester  county,  appealed   and   took   thaii 

The  presidoit  read  ■  letter  (mm  ana  of  ih* 


UUwnw  III  M  Jih  aad  molatioa,  which  wan 

•doMdr™  -  - 

Ibu  ConTaotioD  bj  ooa  of  the  proftHon  of  tha 
onifanilj,  baa  beao  laad  w  tha  auna,  in  whicb 

of  ovc  commuiiiaa  mqr  ba  obtained   for  tha 
Mpoaa  of  parfMnuDg  religioua  aarricea  fbt  tha 

basafit  <f  UM  probanra  aod  a~  ' ^    "  - 

tba  aMoins  aiwiun : — Ibarafara, 

lUaeltad,  That  (hi*  CoarcntiOD  doaa  bi^ilf 
■ppRtvo  Um  datanuinatiOQ  of  tha  ptoTaaaara  and 
Modanta  to  rapplj  the  uninnitT  with  miniato- 
rial  aenicaa  b;  Iheii  dud  l^anl  cmttiibutioiia, 

IUaol*ad,  abo,  Hut  thia  CMrentioD  would 
tako  ploiaiiio  inaauDf  aa^ef  oatmisMtanw* 
■wj  ba  oiUed  to  thia  alataiD,  taking  part  in 
fmuaevottbf  an  nndattaking. 

The  praaidant  of  the  C^rantiao  callad  tba 
Bar-  Oooiga  Lanton  to  tha  chair,  and  tatirad. 

On  motion  of  tha  Ra*.  H.  W.  Dncacbat,  the 
miaad  eooatitution  and  eanoni  waa  made  tha 
oidar  of  tba  daj  foi  the 
dirim  aairica. 

The  Rat.  Cbailaa  Haun,  fion  the 
foe  euminiog  the  accouata  of  tha  In 
the  fund  fat  the  ralief  of  the  widowa  and  ot- 
pbaiM  of  deceaaed  cleigfnan,  made 


lom  waa  teiarrad  tba  ae- 

counta  of  the  treuurerof  the  (ocielj  fb[  the  nip- 
port  of  the  widows  and  orphan!  of  deceaaed  cier- 
Eymen  of  tbe  Prolafltant  lilpucopal  Church,  beg 
iBSTB  lo  report,  lliairhBjhavoeianuQedlheaunB, 

AI  the  ImmI  soeaioD  of  thia  bodr,  a  committee  vta 
formed  wilh  dtreclioiu  10  publiah  acd  diitiibute 
the  conititution  of  Ihi*  aocietj,  in  cODneiioo  with 
anf  informalion  thev  might  be  able  to  obtain  ni  lo 
its  prearnl  lUte  and  future  prospecta.     The  chaiT- 

and  euaLea,  lliat  the  duly  aaeignad  them  hu  been 
perfotuwil.  and  the  constitution  of  tbe  aocielj  is 
lug  the  cleigT.     The  so- 


■la  for  their  own  benefit  or  Ihat  of  ibeir  tamiliea, 
■nd  in  no  other  way  connected  with  tha  ConTen- 
lion  than  thiDugh  the  isteitet  this  body  fecla  in 
the  welfare  of  the  clergy  and  their  fomiliee.  The 
d  recommentl  to  the  clergy  lo  be- 


impoituice  d(_ 
---'-    B  the  I 


with  a 


Deducti 


h  tbe  ( 


le  the  Tt 


eiaodna,  the  who 
will  b    ■  ■ 


ticm  of  only  6 


importani  sum  of  ST,T6I  46.  If  thia 
"^  waa  yearly  added  Lo  br  ■  lubacnp. 
re  dollars  by  each  clergyman,  it 
n,  Irom  the  operationa  of  societies 
oi  uia  Kina  eiaewbere,  that  a  perfect  aecuril; 
would  be  alTonled  to  each  member  Ihat  liia  faimly. 
in  the  event  of  his  death,  would  haie  some  emiiJl 

Msen  or  twenty  dollars  mighi  and  wuuld  secure 
al  least  the  neceasariea  of  life  for  those  who  would 
be  olherwise  destilule.  The  eipeiience  of  other 
diocessee  should  furnish  an  important  loseon  lo 
tba  clergy  of  this.  In  many  of  them,  a  subacribei 
wr  ■  law  7ean  to  in  iDatitatMaUkBita»,iMi  ittt 


---    — -f  of  Jieu  pel  am 

D  Ncnnd,  wiib  an  equaJ  siuu  trMn  tl 
la  fnnda  at  tbe  rtic-""     "^  " 


baraaftai  to  nsa  it  tht  attaDti<B  k  deawrca. 

C.UAMK,CUit — 

106  dwaa  of  FUBM^  Bndi  af  Abb 

anAia  Mod^  at  pw,  -  M^ 

Fita  sbareo  Of  AlaxaadTB  Bank  atoek. 


RaaolTalCTlHa  tha  danr  ba  n 
maat  in  tba  lactnia^ooat  atuua  cha 
row  moning,  at  8  oVbck,  to  n 
aodat^,  aitd  to  taha  ancb  ■ 
aipediem  to  promote  tts  ii 

On  rootion  of  the  Rer.  Mr.  Cobba,  the  follow 
ins  preamble  and  reaalution  were  adopted: — 

Whereas  the  aasiatant  bishop  of  Ihia  diocm, 
in  coaaeqnencB  of  hia  freqaBnt  and  hmg  jounxra 
in  diacbaige  of  the  dntiea  of  tha  apiaeopate,  ii 
under  the  neceasily  of  employing  an  aauMtnt  ia 
bis  pariah,  to  whom  the  half  of  hia  aaluj  M 
rector  is  amropriated : — therefore, 

lUsolred,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  10 
pay  annually  to  the  aaaislanl  biahop,  out  of  tbt 
contingent  fiind,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dd- 
laie,  besides  pajiing  tbe  neceaaaiy  expenses  in- 
curred in  the  dischai^  of  hia  epiacopcl  duties. 

The  Rer.  Thomas  Jackson,  (ram  the  coounib 
B  for  Biamining  the  treasurer's  soconnt,  pcs- 
sehled  thfl  following  report,  which  waa  read  ud 
accepted : — 

Tbe  committee  appointed  lo  examine  Iba  Iteaf 
urer'a  account  beg  lea(e  respectfully  lo  repoit,  Ibil 
they  haie  performed  thai  duty,  and,  upon  a  ceo- 
pansoQ  of  the  seveTal  items  with  the  aecompaiiy- 
ing  Touchers,  find  all  correct  Among  the  eilubiu 
they  &»d  two  (5  notes  rstumed  aa  couMcrfial, 
which  ate  submitted  to  the  ConTentiou  lo  be  dis- 
poeed  of  Tbe  balance  cm  hand,  aa  par  accoovti 
IB  S689  74},  of  which  sum  >IS  T«  ia  the  bdaoca 
remainuiginthebaiidBof  theti«aaureTof  the  food 
for  the  suppOTt  of  the  bishop.  IsaTing  (674  fcr  Uis 
contingent  fund.  Tsotua  Jiceson. 

The  Res.  C.  W.  Andrews,  from  the  cimd- 
mittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  accoant  of  lbs 
treasurer  of  the  Proteatant  Episcopal  Hianon- 
aiy  Societj  of  Tirginia,  repottad  tba  num  caT- 


CONVENTION  OF  18M. 


RMbhred,  Tlitt  iIm  Conreiitimi  do  now  pro- 
'  Id  cooiider  tnd  deteniiine  where  the  next 
Onfventioa  ol  the  charch  in  this  dioceM  shall 

A  diKilMkm  of  this  subject  ensoed,  which 
eoDtimwd  till  the  fafosioess  of  the  ConTention 
was  anspeDded,  for  the  purpose  of  attendiog  di- 
vine aervice  bjr  the  Rer.  Th.  Keith,  and  a  ser- 
■Bon  bj  the  Right  Rer.  Bishop  Meade. 

After  divine  serrice  the  president  took  the 
diair ;  when,  on  motion,  the  Uonventaon  adjoam- 
•d  antil  4  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Fbiday  AiTBBifooif. — ^Tho  Convention  met 
porsoant  to  adjournment.  Mr.  Edward  C.  Mar- 
•hall,  a  delegate  from  Leeds  parish,  Fauquier 
coantj,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  the  Rer.  Franklin  G.  Smith, 
Ibe  order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  for  the  pur- 
of  taking  up  and  disposing  of  the  unfinished 
The  discussion  having  continued  for 
time,  it  was,  on  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  Convention 
of  this  diocess  be  held  in  the  town  of  Lynch- 
burg, on  the  third  Wednesday  in  May,  1835. 

Mr.  James  K.  Marshall,  a  delegate  from  St. 
Jameses  Church,  Warrenton,  Fauquier  county, 
apfNnred  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  order 
of  the  day.  The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Meade, 
from  the  committee  appoint<Nl  at  the  last  Con- 
vention to  revise  and  alter  the  constitution  and 
canons  of  the  church  of  this  diocess,  laid  their 

Trt  before  the  Convention, 
pon  motion  made  and  seconded,  the  reading 
of  the  report,  article  by  article,  was  commenced ; 
when,  upon  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Empie,  the  or- 
der ojf  the  day  was  again  suspended,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receivins  a  memorial  upon  the  subject 
of  the  order  of  the  day  from  Bruton  parish. 
The  said  memorial  having  been  read  and  laid 
vpoo  the  table,  the  consideration  of  the  order 
oi  the  day  was  resumed,  and,  after  a  short  debate, 
the  Convention  adjourned  until  to-morrow  mom- 
iqg,  at  9  o*^ck. 

SATiTKDAY,  Mat  S4,  1884. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjoum- 
Ment,  and  was  opened  witn  prayer  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Bishop  Meade,  who  toolL  the  chair  as  pres- 
ident « 

The  committee  on  parochial  reports  made  the 
fbllowiiig  report, which  was  read  and  accepted : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  pa- 
rochial reports,  herewith  return  the  same^abiidsed 
and  condensed,  to  be  entered  on  the  jjoumai.  They 
have  also  prepared  an  abstract,  exhibiting  at  one 
view  the  sute  of  the  church,  so  far  as  the  defect- 
ive character  of  many  reports  will  permit  From 
many  parishes  enjoying  the  stated  services  of  the 
church,  no  reports  have  been  received;  and. of 
thoee  referred  to  them,  many  appear  to  have  been 
drawn  up  without  anv  reference  to  the  prescribed 
fimn.  They  would  therefore  reapectfuUy  recom- 
■end  that  a  similar  form  be  again  published,  and 
that  in  future  the  names  of  thoee  clersymen  who 
neglect  to  fulfil  the  requisitions  of  the  first  section 
of  the  fif^-first  canon  of  the  General  Convention, 
bo  apread  upon  the  journals. 
By  omr  of  the  committee, 

CBABt.Ba  DftsasBB,  Ohaixman. 

■  U 


Christ  Church,  Lancaater  coonty.  Ephras 
Adams,  rector.  Communicanta,  added  two,  dii 
three,  suspeiided  one,  present  number  thirty-thn 
—baptisms,  in£uits  (principally  coloured),  thirt) 
five---funerals  six.  Amount  collected  for  the  di 
ierent  institutions  connected  with  the  churd 
$206  61. 

Shelbome  pariah,  Leesburg,  Loudoun  count 
Oeorge  Adie,  rector.  Communicants,  added  ai: 
removed  four,  died  two,  total  seventy-one— ba] 
tisms,  white  infants  twelve,  coloured  infants  fon 
total  sixteen — marriagea  five— funerals  six— &m 
lies  sbout  forty. 

Connected  with  this  church  there  is  a  floorial 
ing  Sunday  School,  numbering  about  one  hundre 
and  twenty  white  scholars,  wd  about  thirty  oo 
oared ;  the  coloured  scholars  being  tau|^t  oraU; 
Also  a  Bible  class,  the  members  of  which  are  a 
Sunday  School  teachers.  Also  a  Missionary  84 
ciety.  Mite  Society,  and  Sewing  Society,  whic 
are  doing  much  for  the  cause  of  relig^  and  bi 
nevolence.  The  present  rector  officiates  ever 
Sunday  in  St  James's,  except  the  second  in  th 
month.  He  preaches  also  once  a  fortnight  to 
large  and  attentive  coloured  congregation,  wh 
occupy  the  church  in  the  afternoon;  and  ha 
reason  to  hope  his  labours  have  been  Ueaae 
among  them. 

Upperville.  Communicants,  added  five,  toll 
fourteen — confirmations  ten— families  fourteen. 

The  congregation  here  are  engaged  in  buildin 
a  handsome  little  church,  in  the  Gothic  ordei 
Prospects  seem  to  be  encouraging.  The  preset 
minister  has  been  officiating  here  on  the  momin 
of  the  second  Sunday  in  the  month.  There  ia 
Sunday  School  here  also. 

Middleburg  and  Akiie.  Communicants,  adde 
two,  total  twelve— baptisms,  white  infants  fotu 
coloured  twelve,  total  sixteen — one  marriage- 
famiUes  ten.  There  is  a  Sunday  School  at  eac 
of  these  places. 

The  present  rector  officiates  in  the  afternoon  c 
the  second  Sunday  in  the  month  in  the  forme 
place,  and  in  the  evening  at  the  latter. 

Frederick  parish,  Frederick  coonty.  There  ar 
four  churches  in  this  parish,  and  two  miniaten 
besides  the  assistant  bishop. 

Communicants  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
seven  added  during  the  last  year. 

Baptisms  seventeen— burials  three  marriage 
four— Sunday  Schoola  three— scholars  one  hun 
dred  and  twenty.  One  parish  library,  one  hundre 
and  twenty  volumes.  Regular  places  of  preacli 
ing  five.  Contributions  to  the  Vir^nia  Bible  So 
ciety  last  year  about  $550 ;  contributiona  to  th 
Education  Society  about  f260 ;  to  the  Cokmj 
sation  Society,  8350;  to  the  Greek  MisaioB 
$100.  There  are  also  in  the  parish  two  flonrisli 
ingTemperance  Societies. 

To  the  above  sUtement  it  may  be  added,  ths 
each  of  the  ministers  preachea  regularly  to  th 
coloured  persons,  sometimes  in  the  churches,  an 
at  other  timea  in  private  houses.  The  attendanc 
of  our  congregations  is  generally  good,  and  th 
state  of  rebfion,  if  not  so  warm  and  sealooa  a 
could  be  deaired,  yet  such  aa  to  give  encooragt 
ment  to  the  mmisters  to  hope  that  their  labour  i 
not  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

In  addition  to  the  statement  above,  it  may  b 
proper  to  state,  that  one  of  the  Education  Socic 
ties  has  establiahed  a  scholarship  in  the  Theolof 
cal  Seminary,  called  the  Wickliflfe  scholarship. 

Russell  puish,  Bedford  coonty.  N.  H.  CoMm 
rector.  Communicanta,  added  seven,  remove 
seven,  died  four,  total  ninety-six— baptiama,  c 
adnlu  three,  of  white  chiklreo  thiiteeo,  of  ookm 
ed  chiUno  aevm,  total  twrnty-threo-mu^pfc 
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ten— burials  ten.  The  number  of  Epiacopel  £uni- 
lies  abcnit  sixty. 

Although  the  parish  has  sustained  a  severe  loss 
by  deaths  and  removals,  and  although  during  the 
nest  year  the  additions  to  the  conuuunion  have 
been  few  in  number,  yet  the  rector  cherishes  the 
belief  that  the  general  interests  of  the  church  are 
not  discouraging.  The  preaching  of  the  gospel 
is  uniformly  ustened  to  with  devout  attention,  and 
the  distinctive  principles  of  the  church  are  becom- 
ing more  fenerally  Known  and  more  cordially 
adopted.  The  rector  is  also  encouraged  by  the 
prospect  of  being  useful  in  his  preaching  to  the 
coloured  people,  for  whose  benefit  he  holds  a 
second  service  on  each  Sunday.  When  he  com- 
menced his  labours,  a  few  years  ago,  among  this 
too  much  neglected  people,  he  doubted  whether 
they  could  ever  be  brought  to  be  intereioed  in  the 
liturgy ;  but  he  now  finds  firom  experience,  that, 
ignormnt  and  uneducated  as  they  are,  they  may  be 
taught  to  unite  in  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
worship  of  the  church,  particularly  m  the  general 
confession,  the  Lord^s  prayer,  the  creed,  and  the 
ante-communion  service.  And  he  is  now  fully 
convinced  that  one  of  the  most  direct  and  efilicient 
means  of  building  them  up  in  the  pure  &ith  of  the 
fospel,  will  be  to  instruct  them  m  the  forms  and 
services  of  the  church,  indeed,  the  rector  can 
truly  say,  that  he  never  duly  appreciated  the  value 
and  importance  of  forms  of  prayer  till  he  began 
bis  feeble  laboure  among  the  coloured  people. 

AtHnsdon  and  Ware  parishes,  Gloucester  coun- 
ty. John  Cole,  rector.  Conununicants,  added 
two,  removed  one,  died  three,  total  thirty-six— 
baptisms,  infants  ten,  viz.,  white  eight,  coloured 
two—confirmations  ten — marhages  six,  one  col- 
oured— funerals  nine— number  of  families  thirty- 
•even. 

Antrim  parish,  Halifax  county.  Charles  Dres- 
ser, rector.  Communicants,  added  fi  ve,  total  forty- 
three — baptisms,  of  adults  four,  of  children  ten, 
total  fourteen — marriages  four — funerals  seven, 
of  these  four  were  of  coloured  persons— Sunday 
Schools  two,  containing  together  upwards  of  one 
hundred  scbolan— families  sttacheu  to  the  church 
thirty-five,  containing  al)out  one  hundr^  and  fifty 
persons,  thoueh  not  all  baptized.  During  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  a  second  service  has  been 
held  on  Sunday,  cmefly  for  the  benefit  of  the  col- 
oured population.  A  growing  interest  in  the  reli- 
^ous  improvement  of  this  part  of  the  community 
IS  manifest  One  sentleman  designs  building  a 
chapel  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  his  servants. 

Camden  parish,  Pittsylvania  county.  Commu- 
nicants, added  one,  died  one,  total  eleven— bap- 
tisms, of  adults  one,  of  children  six,  total  seven — 
one  funeral. 

The  number  of  families  attached  to  the  church 
in  this  county  is  small.  By  the  laboura  of  a  zeal- 
ous and  active  missionary,  it  is  believed  they  would 
soon  be  increased.  Few  parts  of  the  state  can 
more  properly  be  considered  missionary  ground. 

Chnst  Church,  Norfolk,  Elizabeth  River  parish. 
Hennr  W.  Ducachet,  rector.  Communicants, 
added  fifteen,  removed  four,  died  seven,  with- 
drawn one,  present  total  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
five — baptisms,  adults  five,  viz.,  white  four,  col- 
oured one ;  infants  fortv-nine,  viz.,  white  forty-six, 
coloured  three,  total  fiRy-four- marriages  thirteen 
—funerals,  adults  thirteen,  children  eleven,  total 
twenty-four.  The  number  of  famihes  in  so  large 
a  congregation  cannot  be  accurately  ascertain^, 
but  they  are  estimated  at  about  tbiree  hundred. 
The  amount  of  money  collected  for  various  reU- 
gious  and  charitable  objects  is  about  f  1,500.  A 
paiikh  library  haa  been  begun,  agreeably  to  the 
Jwcvunendation  of  the  last  Convention. 


Braton  parish,  Williamsburg.  A.  Empie,  rec- 
tor. Communicants,  removed  one,  died  two,  ad- 
ded three;  whites  six ty-one,  coloured  two;  tdlal 
sixty-three — ^baptisms,  white  infants  seven,  col- 
oured four,  total  eleven— marriages,  white  four, 
coloured  two,  total  six — funenu,  panshiooers 
eight,  strangen  five,  total  thirteen— families  foity- 
eight,  adults  one  hundred  and  three,  children 
eightv-two,  total  one  hundred  and  eishty-five — 
catecnnmens  twenty — scholara  in  Sunaay  School 
forty,  teachen  in  the  same  six— membere  in 
the  Female  Bible  class  thirty-one— contributions. 
Contingent  Fond,  fl5;  episcopal  services,  95; 
Church  Missionary  Society  of  this  state,  820; 
Virginia  Bible  Society,  f  217  91 .  Benevolent  so- 
cieties, Bible,  Tract,  and  Miiaioiiary  Society,  La- 
dies' Working  Society. 

By  means  of  faira  and  subscriptions,  about  8700 
have  been  raised  towards  procuring  an  organ. 
The  parish  library  has  unerased  from  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven  to  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  volumes,  and  there  are  about  two  hundred 
volumes  in  the  Sunday  School  library.  There 
are  only  two  coloured  persons  belongmg  to  tha 
congregation,  and  these  two  are  communicants. 
When  Dr.  Wilmer  louk  charge  of  the  congrega- 
tion in  1826,  he  found  but  twenty  communicants. 
His  successor  in  1827  found  thirty,  and  for  two 
yeara  past  the  number  has  been  sixty-three.  The 
rector  ofliciated  regulariy  once  a  month  at  Hick- 
ory Neck  Church,  m  James  City,  until  last  Sep- 
tember, since  which  time,  owing  to  the  condition 
of  his  health  and  eyes,  that  service  has  been  dis- 
continued. God  willing,  it  shall  aoon  be  resumnL 

St.  Andrew's,  Brunswick  county,  and  Bath» 
Dinwiddle  county.  John  Grammer.  jr.,  rector. 
Communicants  added,  two  white  aiui  one  colour- 
ed, three,  died  one,  total  forty -nine— baptisms,  in- 
fisuits.  eight  white,  three  coloured,  total  eleven- 
marriages  eight— funerals,  white  six,  coloured 
twelve,  total  eighteen— number  of  families  aboat 
twenty-four. 

Collected  for  different  institutions  connected 
with  the  church,  viz. :— Missionary  Society,  370; 
Theological  Seminary,  876 ;  Education  Society, 
840 ;  assessment  for  bishop,  87 ;  Convention  Fund, 
823  50 ;  donation  for  indigent  students,  850 ;  total, 
8266  50. 

I'he  spiritual  condition  of  these  psridies  pre- 
sents notning  particularly  worthy  of  report.  But 
while  the  rector  mourns  over  the  4dw  progress 
which  Scripture  piety,  enlightened  zeal,  and 
Christian  love  are  making  among  the  memfciere  of 
his  fiock,  he  is  constrained  with  shsme  to  fesr 
that  the  cause  may  be  found  in  the  languor  of  his 
own  zeal,  and  the  inadequacy  of  hia  own  exer- 
tions. For  the  convenience  of  man^  memben  of 
each  congregation,  an  effort  is  making  for  provi- 
ding a  place  of  worehip  nearly  central  to  the  pres- 
ent churches  ;  and  it  is  hoped,  that  when  greater 
facilities  are  afforded  for  attendance  upon  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  gospel,  their  administration  will  be 
sccompanied  by  effects  more  sanctifying  and  per- 
ceptible. 

St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper  county.  A. 
H.  Lamon,  rector.  Communicants,  sdded  eight, 
removed  two,  present  number  fifty-one — baptisms, 
sdults  one,  children  five— confirxnations  ten — one 
marriage — funerals  five. 

No  material  change  has  taken  place  in  tha 
spiritual  condition  of  this  congregation  since  the 
last  Convention.  There  is  connected  with  the 
church  a  Sunday  School  of  about  thirty  scholsre. 

A  scholarahip  has  been  established  in  the  Sem- 
inary of  Virginia,  and  the  first  payment  made.  The 


vestry  are  making  arrangements  for  the  purchi 
of  a  parsonage,  and  the  i>exmanant  location  of  a 
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minister  among  them.  There  is  preaching  once 
a  month  to  a  large  and  attentire  congregatimi  of 
coloored  persons. 

Broomtield  parish,  Madison  county.  Commu- 
nicants, added  eleven,  removed  two,  present  num- 
ber thirty-nine,  one  of  whom  is  a  coloured  person 
— kMptisms,  ten  children — marriages  two—con- 
firmed twentjr-two. 

In  this  parish  the  prospects  for  extending  the 
church  are  hecomin^  better.  The  prejudices  ex- 
isting against  us  where  the  church  was  known 
only  through  evil  re))ort,  have  been  in  a  great  de- 
gree removed,  and  now  our  ministrations  are  at- 
tended with  greater  interest. 

We  have  a  Sunday  School  of  about  twenty 
scholars,  in  connexion  with  the  church.  Contri- 
butions nave  been  made  to  the  Education  and 
Missionary  Societies.  Preaching  once  a  month 
for  the  special  benefit  of  the  coloured  population 

Christ  Church,  Winchester.  J.  E.  Jackson, 
rector.  But  few  changes  have  occurred  in  this 
congregation  during  the  past  year.  The  benevo- 
lent societies  hsve  received  more  attention  and 
better  support  than  for  many  previous  years.  The 
Ladies'  Society  of  Industry  have  made  their  pas- 
tor a  patron  of  the  Domestic  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society,  and  of  the  Education  Society. 
There  have  been  also  liberal  contributions  from 
the  other  societies  of  the  congregation  to  the 
General  Missionary  Society  of  our  church,  Infant 
Schools  in  Greece,  the  Education  Society,  Sun- 
day Schools,  and  for  erecting  an  Episcopal  church 
in  Monrovia. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  eleven 
added  to  the  communion ;  one  member  has  died, 
seven  have  removed,  and  one  remains  suspended, 
leaving  the  present  number  of  communicants  one 
hundred  and  eight — baptisms  five,  coloured  two, 
total  seven— marriages  six — deaths  five — confirm- 
ed six.  The  congregation  at  Mill  Creek  contin- 
ues very  interesting ;  there  are  forty -two  communi- 
cants— one  marriage — baptisms  five— deaths  two. 

Trinity  Church  and  Trinity  Chapel,  Augusta 
parish.  W.  G.  Jackson,  rector.  Communicants, 
added  twenty-five,  removed  three,  total  seventy — 
baptisms,  adults  two,  children  twenty-eight, 
white,  total  thirty — confirmations  seventeen— 
marriages,  seven  white  and  three  coloured,  total 
ien— funerals  three— number  of  families  sixty, 
adults  one  hundred  and  eighty,  infants  two  hun- 
dred and  forty.  The  rector  would  state  that, 
owing  to  the  peculiar  state  of  this  infant  church, 
his  people  have  done  but  little  for  those  various 
benevolent  institutions  which  call  for  the  prayers 
and  pecuniary  assistance  of  all.  During  tne  past 
jrear  the  chapel  has  been  neatly  finished  bv  the 
commendable  zeal  of  its  members  and  frienns,  at 
an  expense  of  upwards  of  $700.  The  ladies  of 
Trinity  Church,  by  their  untiring  perseverance 
and  industry,  have  raised  during  tne  past  year 
$500  towards  liquidating  the  debt  of  this  church. 

Norborne  pansh,  Berkeley  county.  W.  P.  C. 
Johnson,  rector.  Communicants,  died  one,  re- 
moved five,  added  one,  total  one  hundred  and 
nineteen — baptisms,  four  adults  and  thirty-three 
children,  total  thirty  seven — confirmed  thirty-two 
— marriages  eleven — funerals  five — contributions 
to  benevolent  objects  during  the  past  year,  $103 
75. 

St.  Thomas's  Church,  Orange  courthouse. 
Wm.  G.  H.  Jones,  rector.  The  rector  takes 
pleasure  in  informing  this  Convention  that  his 
congregation  have  erected  a  new  and  very  neat 
church,  which,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  will  be 
ready  for  consecration  about  the  last  of  July  or 
the  first  of  August.  The  expense  of  the  house 
will  be  aboat  $3,000.    The  Sunday  School  is  in  a 


better  condition  than  when  last  reported,  and 
numbera  thirty  scholars.  The  coloured  popu- 
lation still  continue  to  receive  re&:ular  atten- 
tion from  the  rector.  The  ladies  nave  nearly 
completed  a  subscription  for  one  scholarship  at 
the  Theological  Seminary  of  Virginia.  There  is 
no  doubt  of  its  speedy  completion.  There  im  a 
Temperance  Society  in  this  parish,  numbering 
about  three  hundred  members.  Confirmed  fif- 
teen. This  congref^ation  may  be  considered  as 
having  been  reorganized  last  year,  when  the  rec- 
tor found  nine  communicants.  Reported  to  the 
last  Convention  twenty-six,  present  number 
thirty-four,  one  dead,  one  removed — baptisms,  in- 
fant, seven — marria^  six — funerals  eleven- 
Episcopal  familiM  thirty-two. 

Walker's  Church,  Albemarie  and  Free  Union, 
Louisa.  (Combined.)  These  churches  receive 
services  once  a  month.  They  are  sufi^ciently 
near  for  mutual  attendance.  Present  number  of 
communicants  in  both  nineteen,  two  dead— bap- 
tisms, infant,  six — families  twelve. 

The  rector  of  Hamiium  and  Leeds  parishea, 
Fsuquier,  reports  the  addition  of  fWe  to  the  num- 
ber of  ccMnmunicants ;  the  whole  number  of  com- 
municants is  t>etween  sixty  and  seventy— <on- 
firmations  five — baptisms  about  ten — marriages 
fourteen— funerals  eight.  There  is  a  Fenuile 
Education  Society  ami  a  Female  Colonization 
Society  in  Hamilton  parish,  which  continue  to 
contribute  something  to  their  respective  obiects. 
From  Leeds  parish  about  $200  are  contributed 
annually  to  religious  and  charitable  objects.  It 
is  hoped  that  a  new  church  will  be  begun,  if  not 
finished,  during  the  present  year,  in  this  jMirish. 
There  is  a  Temperance  Society  in  each  parish. 

Gko.  Lemon. 
The  late  rector  of  Christ  Church,  Alexandria, 
Fairfax  parish,  having  been  induced  to  resign  it, 
under  a  conviction  that  he  could  better  promote 
the  interests  of  religion  by  endeavouring  to  sus- 
tain the  **  Society  for  Educating  pious  Young  Men 
for  the  Ministry  of  the  Episcopal  Church,"  and  to 
complete  the  plans  of  the  church  in  reference  to 
the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  diocess,  would 
now  report  to  the  Convention  that  the  past  year 
has  not  been  so  productive  of  those  fhiits  which  a 
Christian  minister  and  a  Christian  people  would 
desire,  as  the  former  years  of  his  laboure  among 
them.  In  July  past  the  assistant  bishop  held  a 
confirmation  in  Alexandria,  at  which  time  seven 
persons  of  this  congregation  were  confirmed,  five 
of  whom  were  subseouently  sdmitted  to  the  com- 
munion, two  having  neen  previously  admitted  to 
that  ordinance ;  two  of  the  communicants  have 
died,  two  have  removed  to  another  congregation 
— one  adult  has  been  baptized,  and  thirty-five  in- 
fants, of  whom  twenty-three  were  white,  and 
twelve  coloured — there  have  been  four  marriages, 
and  twelve  funerals.  The  Sunday  School  con- 
tains about  the  same  number  of  scnolara  as  was 
reported  last  year,  and  some  hundred  volumes  of 
valuable  booRs  have  been  added  to  its  library. 
Two  Bible  classes,  one  male  and  one  female,  are 
still  maintained,  through  the  kindness  of  gentle- 
men belon^ng  to  the  I'heoiogical  Seminary,  and 
the  benevolent  societies  have  been  supported  as 
usual.  And  a  Bishop  Moore's  scholarship  is  about 
being  established,  a  part  of  the  fund  having  been 
already  received.  Soon  after  the  last  Convention, 
the  rector  established  a  meeting  for  coloured  per- 
sons on  one  evening  of  each  week,  which  was 
tolerably  well  attended,  until  his  en^gements 
with  the  Education  Society  and  Theological  Semi- 
nary, added  to  the  duties  of  the  parish,  msde  it 
impossible  for  him  to  carry  it  on.  The  stste  of 
rohgion  in  the  Episcopal  and  all  other  chor^kpa  in 
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Ika  towB  iimni  nmch  Ism  cbnriiii  tlun  te  tknluaod^ .--,- 

nw«p>M  faniiihfaii  a  Mbjeet  ufdMpregrM  to  tno  parUha^be  huimdul _ 

tha  piooi  pan  of  the  commuaitj.  Cliuicb,  in  the  cmiiiij  ol  Waitmonlaiid. 

St.  GMtrga'a  Church,  FnderkkiborK.     £dwud  O.  W.  Nii^a. 

C.  U'Buira.  racial.     From  larioua  catuBi,  tlui        Ctiinbariand  parntii  Lnnmbotf  eooalf .     C.  C. 

nnmhf r  "f  ■■■-"rinniif.nl.  hM  <t  |mipi«hiiit ,  ihiin|^  TaliabiTO,    rwl«r.      CanmaDianli    tWotf^u, 

it  ki  DM  ImIhthI  that  the  pietj  or  »1  of  the  peo-  added  loi,  died  mm — baptiamL  inlut.  ftnr— mar- 

pkt  hu  dKliited.     OQr  nligwu*  and  beneroleol  riages  two — funarala  ftuT.     HMwitbalandiiif  aty 

Throuata  oar  Sundar  SchooJis  sni!  BibLv  f  lasses,  naia,  dec.,  the  Male  o(  the  ehonita  |iT«jiut  cauM 

<rai)nle*T(nrhith(uU;lOK>«irthvgo<xlseeilorihp  irf  aratitnde  lo  ha  fhenda.     I  baTs  ffitda  elan 

dinne  word,  while  oat  AuiilJiiy  HiHiunory  am!  auJ  Sundar  tichtkol  inMrnctkna  |ouiBoa  io  both 

**'  "^ ~  '    ' ~  —  labo«nnit  to  Bilvuicf  t)ie  ends  of  loj  paridi, by  which  there  u  a  pTomiae  of 

■mplaleuin  tbeir  fonna-  much  food.     Theipiritof  DUMOiaanilDf  lateral 

— , laclSociBtjiavelhigKlj  beoemJletice  ii  on  the  incraaae.    The  ladiea  an 

opeiatioiu.    Out  Pamata  HiHioDaty  doini  what  IhaT  can  Fm  the  ■oppott  at  uumiBimvy 

--'--'•-' — tBllofMheifroin  operaliooa,  bj  their  Wiakini  Societj.  ^ -      "■- 

, .18  miaaioiiflnes.  hi»e  fonoed  a  ,choUr'^  -  -  — "— -'^- 

of  lue  for  the  apmiiial  fiK  the  aducatioD  of  ao 


BociatjiaalonaiiMflciaot.aiMlUiataltofMtieifi'iHn    opantkna,  b;  their  Wiskini 

tta  aitrame  difficulty  of  procuring  miBuaiianes.    hi*e  luimed  a  achoUrahip  at  f7S  for  thna  ycwa, 


iDproreDwnt  of  out  cotourad  populaiuin.     The  iatry.     The  Colonnatioo  8aciMy  haa  aoma  wall- 

ti ..  ■ — ^  arriTod  with  ui  fur  aucceeaful  wishera  aiid  siwpotten  aimxw  na.     I  haTa  naailj 

",     RacaU  eodeaToora  to  ID-  coiDpleted  a  lUbacriptioD,  on  G^vril  Smith's  plan, 

niDg  luTe  b««o  attandad  by  oT  raiima  tlDO  for  Moyeataibr  Iweoly  p«n« 

Iha  moit  ODCouracuig  iDdicatiaD*  of  UMfiiliMaa.  payiii!;  h<e  i*ch  year.     8L  John'*  Cbuich  baa 

Ttaa  noid  ptaached  haa  boen  moat  (ladly  ra-  tiudr  me  lifemambeioftba  A.  T.SoCMty.by  pay- 

saned,  and  mucb  tratilade  aipcoMad  foe  the  («m-  lug  820.     ThS  cauae  of  temparaoca  alao  Diida  aup> 

Vathr  of  the  chunA.  and  bar  care  foe  Itaam  in  tbaii  poiieia  from  oor  eoiUDDiuaii.     For  Um  laat  ui 

iaMitale  and  oc^kacMd  coDditkio.  '•■■  •  ■■ ■-•  — '  -—^~  —  "■ ■ 


_.    , ..  _ , day  aial  Sua- 

.... yiand  SoBlb  Farnbain paciahea,  Eaaei    ili^,  »iili  ihe  inaat  pleaiing  pronact  of  ancceu. 

Manly.    John  P.  U-Ooite,  racloc.    St.  Anne'*,    The  madeia  of  tba  anraola  (ael  Ibe  doty  of  prami- 

>.  ODa  ctdourad,  total  ttiirty'fuur —    ding  Ibi  tbeiT  sniitual  welbn  •ognot.tbal  ikay 

"'~~'      "e.colourad  coa,  lota)    coDtemplalebuuding  acbarchai|n«nly  failh"  ~ 


Ian — marriagea  tfaraa — funeraia  lii,  Weatotet  pariah,  Charln  City  county.    Alai. 

South  Fambam.    CoomiunicaDta  twenty — bap-  Nonla,  lactra.    Tba  raorganaalioa  of  uia  paiiah 

ttana.  whils  inlania  three,  cdourad  fifteen,  total  coauneDcaa  with  the  pment  year,    "ir-mnl 

•i^laen — maniigea  tbree— foneiala  two.  oania  eigbtaen — baptinoa,  inbnta,  tbne  while  and 

St.  Haiy'a  jiaiilA,  Caroline  county.    Coaununi-  fi>e  coloured,  total  eight— conSimatioaaiaat — mu- 

eanta  fifteen.  riagea  two— funeraia  aii— familiaa  aboat  Dinetaaa. 

Lunenburg  pariah,   Richmond  county.     Com-  CoUecled  for  the  Colonization  Society  SSS— lot 

manicaDts  Iwenty^iine — baptiama,  white   adulta  the  HiBakaary  Sociulf  f  10— Bible  Society  ti— 

one,  white  infanta  four,  coloured  one,  total  au —  Edacalian  Society  95,  toUI  tS6. 

fiinerais  four.  Since  Hay  laat,  wuh  the  exception  of  aboot  oi 

The  number  of  bmiliea  cannot,  for  aaieial  waaki'ahaencaonaTiaitloIlorthCarolina,  I  ban 

CBuaea,  be  now  Mated  wnb  any  degree  of  accuracy,  regularly  efficialed  intwocburcbaa  in  thla  wiib. 

Amount  collected  for  ths  diflmnt  inMitutiona  pieacbing  aileroataly  at  each  oa  Sandaya  m  tba 

conneclad  with  Ihe  cburcb,  part  of  wbicbwaaie-  inoniuig,andpreacluDgtolheaenanla,iOiDetiiDn 

CMTed  uninedialely  prertoua  lo  the  laat  Con*an-  in  the  morning  before  going  lo  church,  and  m  tba 

lion,  but  not  before  nported.  S31B  30.  aAemoon,  either  at  church  or  on  theii  aMataa.    I 

Amount  colleclad  and  lubacnbad  in  St  Amw'a  luTe  liao  prsuilied  to  a  free  cdonied  couregatioD 

panah  for  the  Virginia  Bible  Society,  afier  a  aer-  eieij  other  Saturday.     Wbatgoodbaa  betodaoa, 

man  bj  the  Re».  Wm.  H.  Atkioaon,  ila  general  time  lod  eiemiiy  will  ahow. 

•gent,  tlM  fn.  While  pretent  ippeanncea  an  aneh  aa  to  caO 

Since  the  lait  Convention,   "  Aaaociationa  for  for  much  buniilityaiidpnyer.il  iajutt  toaay,  that 

tba  prooKiUDn  of  CbriMianily"  Ihrough  the  initi-  we  have  been  occaaionally  relieTod  fron  feeling! 

•"'■~ia  of  Iha  church  haTe  been  formed  in  all  the  of  despair,  and  hate  been  incited  tohopelhal  good 

a  Church.  Norfoik  panah.     Ebenraer 


e  general  me.    The  eervicoi  heretofore  Bight— remoied  three— died  five,  total  forty-five 

performed  in   St.  Matj'a  petish,  Caroline  county,  baptuma,  adnlti  ihree,  inftnt*  thirteen,  total  aii- 

anatill.  by  God'a  help,  continued.     The  cburch  leen-marriagBa  four— funeraia  ten— contributioiw 

at  Port  Royal  i*  now  under  contnci,  and  to  be  to  miasiona  andolber  benerolent  obiecta,  tZOO 

finiahed  during    the    current  year.     Lunenburg  Ths  rector  hai  met  (be  serranta  of  the  conci*. 

parish,  with  two  othen  in  ill  immediate  neighbour-  gation  weekly  on  ibe  Sabbath,  (oinatruct  them  m 

hood,  have  aecured  the  eerrices  of  the  Rev.  G.  W.  leligiun.  and  haa  felt  encouragei)  by  ibeir  attend- 

Welson.     The  now  churehnow  being  ereclod,  and  ance  and  aeriouaneaa.     A  good  organ  haa  bean  ob- 

the  old  one  in  Famham  panah  which  ia  repairing,  lainsd  for  the  church,  and  the  proapecta  of  tlw 

will  probably  be  finiebed  this  year.  coogrejaiion  are  generally  eitcouraging 

Lunenburg  and  Fambam  pariahea,  Richmond  St.  Paura  Church,  Lyncbburg.     F.  O.  Smith, 

county.     The  nclor  has  ao  recently  taken  charge  rector.     A  parish  aaaocialion  baa  been  orianiiad 

of  these  pariahea,  that  he  can  oadynport  that  they  during  the  past  year  to  raise  aial   sppiopriala 

pnaont  an  mteiwtinf  and  aDCOUiafing  field  <i  fonda  for  Domeallc  Misaraoa.  Foinia  HiaaiixH^ 

Li .  .u..  ■„  ,..._.., 1_....  ._  ._  -^e  Sunday  Sehod,  wjd^hUdlLry.TS 

laociatioD  promisee  U  be  highly  oaaliil. 
^■^iTtninlTinti.  rem — '"* "* 


pnaont  an  iiitiiiiiliin  and  ■ncouiaaing  field  ti  fui 

laboar;  andthatbebumblTtnista,rtiauld  be  be  ibi 

■parad  to  another  Conrentko,  lobe  able,  throQgh  aai 

n>^jpaaiiigafpKindeiiEe,topi«anitanunpa(-  i 


Timitjr  Church,  Poiumouth 
7.  Jdo.  H-WingSeW. 


OONVENTION  Of  UM.  y 

(iitjr-lbar— mar-  ,  mtned  bar,  died  ooB,  total  filW-eiffat— liaptia 
.!.___  J-  ;_i-__^    w  _i —  infijiu  Ibree,  colon mdthnw,  tou]  ni 


xloae,  disd  Tour,  loUltbirtT-i 

— oeti — biDiliM    iiiiljr — ndulu 

hnndnd  aiid  ■oranijr- 


1aoert]a    auMeti — biDiliM 


of  adulu  ttuec,  of  inCanLi  |  of 


fort] 


Ira — Sondar     School    teicban    eifht— achoUn 

bnjr. 

A.  puiah  litniry  haa  b«eD  canmanced,  vrbich 
eoBlauia  at  praasnt  mora  Ilian  one  hundrad  >ol- 
Viaea ;  and  >  claaa  fonned  for  the  iludf  o(  Jack- 
Ma'a  Laaaotia  oa  ttM  Honunt  SarncM  of  tba 
Ctarek 

Tbaca  ia  ■  Teaparinc*  Soeiittf  ui  thii  paiiah 
Maibann(  about  two  huudndnuunbaia,  aod  cod- 


Aif  Norfolk  i  aduLu  otie  bundred  and  twentr-fi''e,  infanta  ( 

hnndrad— collected  for  baoBTOlenl  otjecta,  KOI 

Thi*  pariah  net  raorganixad  about  thiTeailS 
but  nmer  ennred  tba  advantage!  of  «  aeUl 
■nioiatn  antil  about  IBIS,  aioce  which  tu 
It  hai  had  almoat  uoinlcrrupted  ar 
preaent.  Tba  preaent  rector  haa  ik 
certaining  th* ' ' 


jear  tlW  to 

■IT  Socieljr  of  oar  eharch,  and 

. —  ..• — .  =„■ ^  appropraJed  W  the  Epia- 


upport 


lean  Tract  Societi 


«r  tba  Sunday  Scboola  connected  with  Ch.._. 
Church,  and  •■nail  aam  for  the  perpoae  of  ftwrniuf 
•  puiih  bbnrj. 

The  Sundar  Bcboola  coonected  witfa  the  ehtireh 
•n  in  a  Aouriabinf  eouditioo.  Beaidu  the  acbool 
■t  the  church,  which  haa  bean  diTided  into  a  male 
and  fenuJe  department,  there  hiii  been  one  enab- 
liahed  in  cooneiion  with  the  church  at  sdiatance 
froa  it,  which  pramiaea  to  be  a  uieful  luiiliaiT. 

Durngthe  laal  year  1  preached  to  the  colonred 
nupie  « law  limea.  but  cucomalancea  occurred  lo 
Airangementa  hai 

—     /theEp ""■- 

•f  Uchmood.  to  pteach  tegnlarly  —  

laetwe-iooii  of  the  HonnmeDtal  Chatcb. 

LerioEton  paiiah,  Amhent  cotinty,  and  Nelaon 

Mnafa,  Nelaon  countr.     C.    H.  Page,    leetar. 

Coaamnnicanta,  added  aiT,  died  one.  IMal  number 

rixty-eiibt — baptiama  about  twcntir,  lii. :  eight 

'  FB  edoqred— niaiTiagei  ni— fiineral* 

day  Scboola  are  eaubliibed  in  Ibe 


k  wcietT  for  the  proraotion  of  temperance  and 
a  Female  Bible  SocietT  biTs  been  organiied  m 
New-OlaBcow.  ContributionahaTebaea  madelo 
tte  Coleaiiation  Society,  to  the  Foreign  and  l>o- 


«nat  regidar  k 

•f  £^''^ 
laetwe- 


he  took  charge  of  it,  in  1S2&,  there  were  fnty-oi 
since  which  time  fiftjr  hare  been  adcM.  The  ii 
eral  beiMiralent  Hcielw*  heielolbre  reported  ■ 
•till  m  operation,  boL  I  regrat  to  add,  BOOM  of  tbi 
are  not  BO  aclne  aa  (annerly. 

St.  Paul'!  Cbaicb,  Aleundna.  J.  T.  Johnai 
rectOT.  CJommaniciiala,  added  aix,  reroored  tn 
died  bar,  lotaJ  one  hundred  and  forty — baptiao 
oos  while  adult  and  thirty-three  intanta.  total  th 
ty-four — marnagei  three— funerala  eight — amou 
EoUeclad  for  IbediOeieot  inalitutioniMltw  chun 
BicluaiTe  of  tXO  m  part  payment  of  a  new  oin 
■ITS  50.    Fo[gBnaialfnnd,nowlr«neiaitted.|! 

The  ledor  haa  been  m  charge  of  tbia  chur 
•ince  the  SOlh  of  October  laet.  Me  haa  en 
reaaon.  howorer,  to  rejoice  in  ita  preeenl  Ma 
ind  proapecu.  Thui  br  the  coo^egalion  h 
beea  ineroaaing.  The  icutilotioni  coniwctedwi 
the  church  are  flouiiahing,  particnlarly  the  Sn 

dred  md  four  BchoLua     '  ... 


The  BTerage  atlandaDce  ii 
and  fifty. 

Allhoagh  but  tew  communicanta   have  be 
..._j .. ,. that  tba  w- 


of  irace  ia  going  oa.    Uanj  wbo  haxe  mX  ] 
oiade  an  open  profeaaion,  lure  been  led  by  t 

Spirit  to  a  aenona     "  '"■"  "■" 

heart!,  which,  he  tr 


J  and  pray),  wiU  uitimBb 
■'  ■  ■■''""  -iithepoi" 


•a  the  Education 


.t  long  In 
my  charf 


I  to  the  different  con- 
„  .       1  leading  the  life  of  a 
ather  than  of  a  paator.  I  am  often  de- 
e  opportunity  of  nurturing  good  im- 
,. . .  hieh,  with  tba  aid  of  pnrale  oounael 

and  exhortation,  might  become  fixed  and  penna- 


a  brick  church  h»a  been  built  in 

tbe  naigfaboarhood  of  LoTingaton,  in  wUch  it  is 
hoped  and  prayed  that  many  aoula  may  be  bom  to 
-■■       -'     ""  ■hecoogre- 


hoped  and  prayed  that  mai 
glory  and  to  Ood.     There 


&al  they  ouaht  lo  coolDaa  Cbriat  publicly.    For 
th«baaelUofthr'-> ■■ '-'- ' 


Ito.  Haitin'B  pnkh.  Hnorer  and  Lniiaa 
liM.    John  Cook,  netor.    CommiiDiewtt 


of  Ood  to 

St.  John's  Chuich,  Hampton.    Ifaik  L.  CI 

Ten.  rector,  Communicania,  remored  cat,  dl 
one,  total  ten — marriagea  aii — baptiama,  au 
hnte— fuiterali  aeren — coUeeted  Mr  the  coW; 
gent  fund.  tS— hiahop'a  epiacopal  aarrieee,  fa. 

The  church  at  Old  Point  Comfort.  Comma 
canu.  added  Gtb,  mmored  two,  died  one,  to 
fifteen— marriagea  nine— baptiama,  eight  inbati 
funerala  Iburteen — Sunday  School  teachen-firt 
acholar*  about  foTlT— collected  for  the  bubo 
episcopal  aerricea.  tS. 

A  regular  weekly  aernce  ia  held  at  tbia  pla 
for  the  particular  benefit  of  coloured  peraoi 
which  ii  not  only  nnmerouily  attended,  but  i 
pears  to  be  highly  ipuTecialed.  Some  whc 
short  time  since  aeemed  lo  be  careleaa  and  iu 
ferenl  spectatoia,  now  take  *  Uvely  intareat  in 
ligiouB  exercises.  And  of  some  few  we  belien 
may  be  said,  with  gratitude  to  God,  "  they  hi 
found  peace"  in  behering  in  Jesus  Cbiist. 

St.  Psursparish,KingOeorgecooniy.  Zac! 
riah  H.  OoLdsmilb.  rector,  Bapliaiua  aerei 
marriagea  four— funerals  fire — communicanta  tl 

Brunswick  parish.  BaptiHna  alereo— mail 
ns  three — funerals  t»—    — • — •  " 

lfary'a'puiiih.''W^iUiaiBWrad.re 
Dicanta.  added  six,  lamuTad  two,  died  one,  ti 
forty-rigfal— toptiaiM  two— confinnationa  fir 
marriagea  two  —  fiuenU,  white  tut,  coloa 
Iweln.  * 


-CONTENTION  OF  ISM. 


Tha  netoT  Bndi  it  diScnU  to  nport  rawiulT 
lbs  number  orbimliM  UDdu  hiaputonl  cbsrge, 
far  iranY  cont«in  nuinben  of  diltareat  dBnoaiua- 
tiooi  Thow  of  which  ba  i*  eiclaardr  iho  dh- 
tor  amount  to  about  Ibinj.  Thtn  an  two  Sun- 
da?  Schooli,  one  Bible  cbia,  one  Tamperwica 
SociBlT  conlaiuiog  about  aBTnitr  memben,  one 
Bible  Societj,  aaifliaiy  lo  the  '■  Bible  Soeietf  of 

Ttw  racial  report!  tbal  a  brick  chnrch  ha*  been 
baill  doling  lb*  paal  »•". "  St.  Maij"*  P«ri^. 
Which  wa*  oooeecnied  iQ  Apnl  laM  bj  tha  Rigbt 
Rsf.  Buhop  Moore.  A  yeuij  ba*  bHo  choeen, 
and  the  cburch  u  now  orgaoiied  in  thi*  paiiab. 
In  SI.  Hugaiei'i  pansb  the  old  church  hai  been 
tbotoughlj  tepairad  durmg  Ihe  paat  yaar.  At  the 
Bowhug  Green  the  maleriila  are  prmlded  and 
coolracu  are  nude  foe  the  ereciion  of  a  brick 
Churcb  the  preaenl  »eai.  Sjatematic  eSona  are 
DOW  beini  made  forlhi  raligiou*  mitrucliOD  of  the 

Briitol  pariah,  Petetabuig.  Andrew  SymB,  rec- 
tor. The  number  of  communicanti  of  Ihia  parish 
to  eerenty.  ten  of  whom  hare  been  added  aince 
laet  ConTeDtion,  Hven  have  remoied,  fixir  haie 
died ;  there  haTa  baan  tfen  bspuanu,  all  while ; 
there  bate  been  no  cDufirmaiion)  for  more  than 
three  year* ;  there  have  been  tx  inarnagea.  four- 
teen luneraii.  The  number  of  familie*  i*  about 
eiihty ;  the  oumbar  of  cbildRD  ool  a*ceitained . 

The  female  »a*oci*ti.--   ' ^— .-j  .1— ...u:i 

nar  Education  Soc 
Alexandria  the  lum  a 
labour  amce  laat  C( 
biTe  been  collected  tor  the  Colooiialiun  Society, 
The  Sunday  School  i>  in  a  proeperous  cmdiiion, 
there  being  aooie  eicellent  teacher*  engaged  in 
promotint  iti  aucceai.  The  ptoeKCla  of  Ihe 
church  iw  encouraging ;  the  attendance  on  ■'■- 
ordinary  minirtnition*  on  the  Loid'a  day  i*  gei 

ally  irery  good.     The  incur'-—  •- '— 

" ■*■"  '■'■  "^■econgregalJi 


Since  the  Uat  ConTMAton,  tbne  bu  baea 
idded  to  the  ahaiea  of  Ihe  (tock  of  ifaa  Farmer*' 
Bank  leven  aharet,  so  thai  there  i*  in  MOcbaof 

)  Farmer*'  and  Alcaandiia  Bank*,  al  the  par 

loeofibaabare*.  -  -  -  W.SOO  00 
Caah  in  hand,  wailing  for  an  oppor- 

tunily  to  invett  it  in  atocka  c  ' 


lty,hi 


doptedm 

■ergyman  from  New-f 


"P,^^." 


at  liberal- 


Eged  lor  that  purpoie.     He  la  very  acceptable  . . 
9  people,  and  it  19  hoped,  by  tbe  bleuiiu  of  iiod, 
much  good  will  redound  to  all  concemeiT 


lerkeleir  parish. 


The  lew  familiea  attached  Ic 
communion  are  aniioiis  to  obtain  the  aervicei  . .  . 
minister.  A  small  church,  we  hope,  will  he  ready 
hr  consecration  in  a  few  weeks.  Collected  foi 
bishop's  aasislonl  fund,  SI  13:  contingenl  fund,. 
S3  es.  Ed.  BiRliLty,  Delegate. 

Botetourt  paiiihi  Botetourt  county.  Commutii 
canls,  added  three,  mmored  two,  died  three,  tiiu 
thirteen ;  the  numbei  of  Epwcopil  familie*  cac 
hardly  be  positively  aialed. 

The  dolegile  reports  to  the  ConTention  thi 


W™ 


I ler,  gratified  to  aay.that  one  is 
:ted  m  a  few  monlbs  to  reside  1 


regular 


IT.  for  V 


.    Ht 


ready  been  1 

are  ihare'belter  material*  (or  t^e  bnildLig  up  ol 
lbs  church  than  in  Botetourt  county ;  eridenllj 
within  a  few  years  a  kind  feeling  towards  Iht 
Churcb  hae  been  steadily  locrcaidng  and  atrength- 
ening  among  a  large  portion  of  the  cammunity. 
„■ .  .,    "-jjwjLL,  Delegate. 


either  the  Fannera'  01  Pouma* 


IIS  00 


Aleis: 


(Signed,]  EdmcHd  J.  L». 

The  Convention  pnceeded  to  iIm  alecuim, 
by  ballot,  of  a  Maitding  committee  of  ijie  church 
11  this  dioCHSa  for  llie  enauing  year;  artwre- 
ipon  the  foilowmg  sentlemen  were  duty  dect- 
td,  via.:  the  Rei  Reual  Keith,  D.  D.,  Rev. 
Charles  Mann,  Rev.  Ketin  W.  Ducacbet,  H.  D., 
Mr,  John  Gray,  Mt,  R.  W.  Downman,  aad  Mt 

by  ballot,  of  eight  del^plM 
represent  this  dioce**  in  the  neat  General 
Contention  of  the  Proiealant  Epiacopal  Chvith 
in  the  Unilsd  States  of  Amenra:  whereupOB 
the  following  eentlemen  were  duly  elected,  ita. : 
ReT  Henry  W  Ducachet,  M.  D.,  Rev.  N.  H. 
Cobba,  Kev.  Reuel  Keilb,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Adam 
Empie,  D.  D.,  Mr.  Thomaa  Maraball,  Mr.  M'm. 
H.  M'Farland,  Mr.  Edward  Colaton.  and  Mr. 
John  Nelson. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  John  H.  P*yton, 
Resolved,  That  the  thanka  of  thia  Conven- 
tion be  preasnted  to  the  Right  Rev.  Aaaialanl 
Bishop,  for  his  very  impre**i*e  and  appropriat* 
sermon  upon  the  subject  of  temperaDce,  deliv- 
ered on  yesterday,  and  that  he  be  reapecifully 
requeated  to  ftuniah  a  copy  iberoof  for  pnblica- 

Ther 
logical  ;  ^  _ 

in  submitting  their  annual  repttt  to  the  Cea- 

vention.  the  board  of  imsleea  of  ibe  Theological 
School  of  VirgituB  would  gralefiilly  acknowledn 
that  the  institution  still  conliooea  to  enjoy  the  &- 
lour  and  blesaingof  Almlghtv  God.  and  to  reaiua, 
and  mora  than  realize,  tne  hopes  entertained  by 
iu  nntmna  and  friends,  of  its  usefulness  in  fumiih- 
;h  with  a  regular  aupply  of  pioua,  en- 


Tfae   coi 

the  episcopate  of  thia  diocesa,  prei 
bwing  report,  which  waa  read  and 


ipointed   lo  examine 

ed  the 
rpted. 


ina  The  ch 

lightened, 

From  Ihe  reporta  of  the  piofasaors.  it  appeare 
thai  the  number  of  students  during  Ihe  pie*enl 
aession  baa  been  aa  lii^  as  Ihiity-nine,  via..— 
Ihirteeu  in  Ihe  jumor,  fuurteeu  in  the  middle,  and 
twelve  in  the  semor  class.  They  have  been  uni- 
formly correct  in  their  deportment  and  conduct, 

which  Ihey  expect  to  be  devoted;  are  actuaied, 
afl  the  prolessora  hope  and  believe,  by  the  tiesl  and 
purest  motives,  and  promise  to  become,  by  Ihe 

nothing  is  holy."  able  and  successful  minialen  of 
the  New  Toslimenl.  The  course  of  iludy  in 
which  they  have  been  engsged  is  thai  prescribed 
in  the  rule*  for  llie  govemment  of  tha  seminary, 
and  their  progresa  has  been  as  great  aa  could  be 
reasonably  expected.  Tbe  number  sent  forlb 
from  the  seminary  the  present  aeeaion,  it  is  ex- 
pected, will  be  fourteen,  a  larger  proportioo  of 
w  bom  than  usual  will  ramain  m  the  ilinrna*  at 
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•how  thestite 
Octobar 


rapOTi,  harcwitli 


wiU 


nUMioa  within  it*  walli ;  will  nim  np 
■dnnugea  w  nun^  pioua  ind  mUlIiinil 
j-._  ...  .V ^j3||     j 


.  AleitodriB.  in  I  data  fni  Iha  mimilrj  u  cui  piofitiLlT  pom 

Mwin  wag  appoint-    then  ctudiM  at  our  irutilalion ;  will  pnmdg  iIm 

luScient  nuinbiir  of  piofeuon,  who  ihi 

in  alJ  retpncU  quabaed  for  thinr  Matioi 

1.1. u .__..__  -jth  e«iy  oppo 


cd   ProTssBor  of  Fartoral  Thoologv.  and  general  ' 

agent  far  the  Hminan'  and  ths  Education  Socie- 

1*.  ons  half  of  hia  ulaiy  to  be  paid  bj  the  lalter. 

Hn  haa  recently  leiifpieA  his  pariab,  anil  enlersd    tuail)r  end  everj  mearia  o 

upon  tbe  duliea  of  bu  appomlmeni.     The  board    thining  Ijghta  in  the  cbai 

»P!f<IJIie  conneiion  of  thia  gentleman  with  the        All  whieb  ii  nfecltaily  sabmittad  bj  the  tro 


iS  O..X^    fi.^ieT*e  n^n.  b?,  wV.«T«df  R««"'"J,    Thlt    tb.     Re..     G«,™    WoO. 

tn  Uctoner,  nncling  tae  preaent  bEiiklmffa  alraadf    l^.        w      u-i  n  i  j  t*     /fl  *, 

filled,  and  nnwUh^  ibai  anv  of  Ihoae  iho  might  ^^'-  "'■   "''"T  ^''^f-  '^  "'■  "'""B"  * 

1—  J ( . ■^-.. 1 ij°L_  Cirangton,  he   ■  pnmmitlpm    In   raiu  hw  auau 


_.   __   _. .mg  our  inatimtion  should 

«icladed  by  the  impoaaibiluy  of  getting  accommo-  i 

dated  there,  they  reealvnt  lo  make  arrangements  i 

fi>r  the  spead;  erection  of  the  centre  building,  lo  i 

connect  the  two  wings,  according  to  the  otiginal  , 

plan.     They  reginl,   howeier,   la  find,  that  the  i 

ibnda  of  the  seminarT  have  ahared  in  the  ganentl  . 

render  it  impracticable  to  accatnpliah  tbia  muor- 
tant  meaaure  during  the  present  year.  Thi 
■Towlh  of  the  inatitution.  theirfore,  which  haa 
kilheito  been  regularly  increasing  since  it  eoia- 
menced,  a  few  jrtn  since,  without  funds,  and 
with  but  one  professor  and  "   "        "    


nongthe  diSerent  panshea,  hsrini 
lice  to  the  number  of  commumcanta  n 
0  the  CoQTentian,  the  sum  of  three  h 
ollait,  to  be  paid  to  Blahop  Moore,  at  tt 
"on»enlion,    for  hia  episcopal    aerrices 


And  b 

which  It  was  destint 


^ir'i 


Wahi 


When 


I  by  the  protidence  of  lie 


each  parish  of 
parish :  and, 

ReaolTed,    That 


and  the  great  amount  of  good  it  has  already  a 
canpiiBhed— when  we  call  to  mind  the  great  si 
glorious  object  of  that  miniatry  which  it  provides. 
bow  important  it  is  to  the  world,  how  benelicial 
to  society,  bnw  essenlisl  lo  the  prosperity  of  our 
own  beloTed  church — when  we  think  of  the  waste 
place*  d  Zion,  the  loud  and  numerous  calls  for 
miniitet*  within  our  own  boideti.  the  deplora- 
ble condition  in  heathen  lands  of  so  many  of  thni 
race  of  intelligent  and  immortal  beings,  to  eiery 
indlTldlul  of  whom  the  great  Redeemer  has  com- 
J.J  _. ..^^^  ijjj  gospel— in  ■  word,  when 

■t  is  great,  but  the  labouren  are  few,"  i* 
applicable  lo  our  times  aa  his  own,  and 
Cbe  command  to  pray  the  Lord  of  Che  harreal  thai 
he  would  aend  forth  more  labourers  inlo  bia  har- 
ireaC,  quite  aa  binding  upon  us  a*  upon  thoee  who 
heard  it  from  bia  own  iipa,  it  becomes  a  queallon 
oTihe  deepest  interest  and  solemnity,  whelhei  the 
'~  ~~  )s  of  God  and  of  man  withm  the  diocesa  of 


clergy  be  rei^uiied  I 
!•»•  um  auui  w  HM»sed,  sod  pay  It  at  Ih 
next  Coniention- 

The  Re*.  Dr.  Empie,  from  the  committee  o 
the  state  of  the  church,  made  the  following  M 

The  comminee  on  the  sUta  of  tiM  church  be 
(esTc  respectftilly  to  pnsenl  the  following  report 
a  report  in  eTeir  item  and  clause  of  which  Iha 

In  reference,  first  of  all.  to  the  memorial  referre 
to  them  from  the  wardens,  Teatrymen,  and  layme 
of  St.  Paul's  Cbuicb,  Lynchburg,  they  wonl 
'■""—' — -  by  obsenuig,  ibat  the  apint  whie 
id  brasthea  ibrough  ihsl  memorial  i 


Christ  ■ 


prompted  »i 
wotf-     -'    ' 

of  the  heart  with  all  the  lital  tm 
religion,  wid  aa  it  proposes 
influence  of  each  of  these, 
of  the  divmely-appointed  me 


I  tend  the  hallow* 


nmitlee  are  not  prepared  to  adoj 
id  the  plan  auggealed  by  your  mi 

dwcHi   could    not    accommodal 


0  deny  the  prinleges  of    cbuiches 


d  by  the  sdoptiai 
1  thus  defeat  the 


lemseliee  to  the  arduoua  and  aelf.donying  la-    they  aredeirignod  to  aabaerre.     The  rule  adopte 
oura  and  duties  of  Ibe  gospel  ministry  I     Shall  i  anrf  recommended  by  Ae  Convenuon  of  1B31,  a] 

mdefiniLely  enlarged,  henceforth  be  fixed 


of  Ood,  in  a  lew 

moderaiB  compul 
dlquaJified  laboorei 
-  '— ■-  only  a  doi~ 

and  gladden  a  thirsty  and  dyln^ 
watera  of  life  I  Shall  such  be  t 
Theologi. 


riRne,  by  Ihr  the  beat,  t,,.^  . 
raised  a  single  objection  agaii 
...     'ationa  lolunlary.  a 


rbich  might,  by  the  bleaaing  1  it.     T 
yeara.  aend  fbnb  annually,  at  a  .  dependant  upoe  previoaa  concert  as  to  time  an 
Fell-educated    and  i  place,  and  the  clergy  who  shall  be  memben  c 


contented  with  aend-  |  them;  because  tl 


ind  ihe  clergy. 
Before  passing  from  this  topic,  your  comnutti 
thmk  it  important  to  add  two  remarks,  whii 
have  upon  It  an  immediate  bearing.     Although 


believe  it  lo  be  the  work  of  God.     We  hope  .  be  eminently  adTisable  Slid  important 
ill  Dut  It  into  the  hearts  of  those  whom  hia  I  should  endearour  lo  explain  and  mculca 


boaDtiiiil  pmridi 


uppliedwith  the  means, 

-■ 'i  may  be  required  t- 

ill  woo  may  seek  m 


LTe  pnnciplBS  oTout  church,  and  lo  remoi 

every  popular  objection  and  prejudice  against  n 
oommuiuao,  yet  we  hoid  thta  to  be  Ute  pecnlli 


CaNYSHTiQM  or  liM. 


Hoot  riKMtd  hs  liaiiffiMd  not  m  ■nch  lior  ioilnic- 
lioB,  M  for  Um  pnrpow  of  eicitiBf  Um  lokewaim 
and  Um  fcindirt,  and  of  canyint  tM  BMMt  oltiTiaff 
•ppMl  to  Um  Iwuu  of  Um  impiDiloiit. 

Thon  M  to  thw  nilo  but  ooooicflptioii,  and  dwt 
aBigaito  an  impaitant  dJUinrtkin  which  wo  daam 

AaMciatioM  art  the  moat  important,  Uie  noot 
Jaiiiahia,  and  the  noot  Ukah  to  be  naafoU  when 
tberaroiMki  in  new  and  in  oaatitnte  pariaJMa.  or 
in  noaa  which  emoy  only  oeeaaionally  orirrefolar- 
ly  the  aarvioaa  of  our  chordL  Hna  Uwy  are  the 
wanlod  and  Um  nMat  kmdly  called  for- 
they  wia  be  anra  to  do  the  nMot  good.  TO 
»  Um  dergy  are  OMat  oanMatly  adTiaed  to 
|Ava  their  leMQia  tiuM.  And  here  Cuniltarinatnic- 
Bona,aa  wall  aawaim  and  eaiMat  eihoitatioQa, 
Mar  be  peculiari^  ^ipiopriata. 

Nait  to  UMae,  it  m  certainly  OMat  defliable  that 
laaofiattwia  ahoold  be  holden  in  pariahea  where 
laUgion  ia  in  a  itate  of  deep  declenaion,and  wfaav 
the  aeal,  and  eneify,  and  peneverinf  elfbrtaof  the 
■aaoriatad  cleiiy  mtcj  probably  be  inatramantaL 
throogh  divine  cnce,  in  eflecting  a  revival  And 
thou^  we  woold  not  be  onderrtood  todiacoorago 
the  bokling  of  aaaociitione  in  pariahea  where  ra- 
Hcion  it  more  flooriahing,  yet  we  think  Umt  par- 
Moae  which  are  new,  deedtote,  or  only  occaaMD- 
•Uy  aerved,  and  pari^Me  which  are  aofinring  on- 
der  Um  palay  of  a  ^aritoal  alumbar,  call  upon  oa 
moat  loodly  for  thM  kind  of  help,  have  the  firat 
claim  to  oar  attention,  and  foiniih  oocaaooa 
where  aaaocialiona  are  moal  Ukaly  to  be  naefol, 
mdtktfmy 


Tear  eonmiitfee,  however,  cannot  take  leave  of 
this  tDbject  wiUioat  repeating,  with  all  the  energy 
they  poaaesa,  Uie  solemD  caution  that  ia  sprrad 
out  on  the  Journal  of  1832.  The  errors  and  extrav* 
agancea  of  a  falae  seal  and  a  bewilderin|[  fanati- 
cism are  multiplying  all  around  us,  in  spite  even 
of  the  loodeat  cenaurea  and  oppoaition  of  the  moat 
prudent  and  pious  of  all  the  different  denomina- 
tions. And  the  deepest  anxie^  is  felt  lest  any  mem* 
bar  of  our  beloved  commumon  should  be  drawn 
into  the  approbation  or  adoption  of  any  one  of 
what  are  termed  "  the  new-light  measures,'*  all  of 
which  we  would  be  understood  moat  explicitly  to 
diaclaim  and  to  condemn,  as  tending  to  produce 
only  a  spurious  and  pernicious  excitement,  and  as 
constituting,  not  simply  an  equivocal  system  of 
expedients,  hut  the  merest  machinery  and  excess- 
es of  fanaticism. 

Among  the  subjects  that  call  upon  us,  not  only 
for  congratulations,  but  also  for  ardent  gratitude 
to  the  great  Head  of  the  church,  your  committee 
would  mention  the  steady  progress  of  religion 
throughout  the  diocess,  and  Uie  decided  improve- 
ment that  aeems  to  have  taken  place  in  atuch- 
ment  to  the  distinctive  principles  of  our  church. 
In  bringing  these  principles  before  their  congrega- 
tions, many  of  the  clergy  seem  to  have  taken  Uie 
most  laudable  pains.  And  it  is  earnestly  hoped 
ttat  this  praiseworUiy  example  will  be  universally 
followed,  and  aa  earnestly  reconunended  ;  that,  as 
lar  as  circumstances  permit,  an  increaaed  atten- 
tion may  be  paid  to  our  rubrics  and  our  canons. 

Your  committee  feel  impelled,  by  Uie  impor- 
tance of  thia  topic,  to  urge  it  wiUi  peculiar  oar- 
tiottness,  uiasmuch  as,  from  their  own  experience 
•nd  observation,  Uiey  feel  the  moat  unbounded  as- 
5?JS??;  ^^  ^a^oti  efficacious,  and,  under  Uie 
«iviiM,  blessing,  the  only  infellible  security  aaaanst 


Ik 


^..^  ui«wng,  me  only  miaUible  security  against 
UM  UoBtiCMl  *'mvantiona  of  men  in  Um  worahiD 


of  God,"  and  afahMt  Um  daploiihli  and  aool* 
wasting  diaordna  and  haiaalBa  wliieh  follow  in 
their  tiain,  haa  ever  bcea  and  aver  trill  be  faoad 

to  be  •  tiriei  md  i iiiifiiss  sdtiiwia  to  the 

rohrice  and  cawa,  to  Um  ordineiMee  and  ^atita- 
tioiMaf  UMdmch.  God  hmiulf  haa  joiaad  Ihi 
laadinf  traUMMd  daUee,  Um  rieh  Dromiam  aad 
blwsinga.  wiUi  Um  ntfiia  ■  matitBtiCtM  and  ordi- 
Banoaa  of  religioD  ;*  and  what  God  haa  joined  to* 
gather  let  not  bmd  pot  eeandar. 

In  condnnoB,  your  comarittae  woold  BBoat  eu^ 
neetly  orga  upon  the  dergy  the  raligioiM  inattaoi 
tion  of  yoang  and  oUaBMnfUiatpoitiooof  **tha 
degraded  race  of  bmb**  with  which  an  inecfiitible 
Piofidence  haa  been  pkaaedto  aflliet  onr  caas* 
try.    For  their  mord  and  apirimal  waata  we  ait 


■nd  tojaotida  aa  for  their 
a^fiiafla  vmh 


, boodanwhidi 

lave «« periehed  for  lack  of  knowledge"  akaU  OM 
day  be  ranited  at  on  handajp  it  amy  wdl  cudla 
the  warm  blood  at  tha  foontam  to  look  forward  M 
tiM  trBBMndooa  aeconnt  that  moat  hereafter  be 
ramhnedinby  DuniaterBaBd  by  maateis. 

Ood,  in  hie  mercy,  diapoae  evory  one  to  lay  this 
pdamn  aabjeet  to  heart,  and  to  act,  hafaitQally 
and  duly,  under  the  peraoaaion,  that,  by  the  a|^ 
pointment  of  hig}i  Heaven,  the  aonla  off  hie  am- 
vaata  as  well  aa  of  hie  chfldren  are  intinated  M 
hiacare. 

All  thia  ia  now  moat  reapectfolly  aohmitted. 

A.  Enna,  Chainnaa. 

The  Rev.  George  W.  Nelson  ofiered  the  fol> 
lowing  reedntion,  which  wee  nnanimooaly 
adopted:— 

Keeohred,  That  Um  Uianka  of  thia  GonTention 
he  and  are  herebgrpreaented  to  Mr.  John  Gray, 
treasurer  of  the  liieologicd  Seminary  of  Vir- 
ffinia,  for  the  disinterestra  zed  with  which  ha 
has  mtuitously  devoted  his  time  and  labour  to 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  oflSce  ;  and 
that  the  skill  he  has  displayed  in  the  manage- 
ment of  its  funds  merits  their  highest  confi- 
dence. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  choice  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Missionaij  So> 
ciety,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr. 
Hilary  Baker  as  secretary,  Mr.  Thomas  Nelson 
as  treasurer,  and  the  Rev.  E.  C.  M^Guire,  Rev. 
H.  W.  Ducachet,  M.  D.,  Rev.  Nicholas  H. 
Cobbs,  Rev.  John  Grammer,  Rev.  Adam  Em- 
pie,  D.  D.,  Rev.  George  Woodbridge,  Rev. 
Thomas  Jackson,  Mr.  John  Nelson,  Mr.  George 
M.  Carrington,  and  Mr.  Onin  Williams,  as 
members  of  the  executive  committee. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Ducachet, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  persons 
be  appointed  to  examine  the  journals  of  this 
Convention,  from  the  first  oi^anization  of  the 
church  in  this  diocess,  to  ascertain  and  report 
what  resolutions  have  at  various  times  been 
passed  by  this  body,  and  still  remain  in  force  ; 
and  which  of  such  resolutions,  if  any,  ought  to 
be  rescinded  and  abolished,  and  which  ought  to 
stand  as  the  judgment  and  declarations  of  this 
body  ;  and  th^t  they  report  to  the  next  Conren- 
tion.  And  the  president  aupointed  the  Rev.  H. 
W.  Ducachet,  M.  D.,  and  the  Rev.  John  H. 
Wingfield,  said  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  assistant  bishop  of  thia 
diocess,  with  the  aid  of  any  of  the  clergy  or  laity 
whom  he  mav  call  to  his  aaaiatanee.  be  and  am 
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licTeby  TAqaeated  to  prqwre,  from  time  to  time, 
each  tracts  or  sermons  m  they  may  deem  suita- 
ble for  the  religious  instruction  of  senrants. 

The  Rev.  H.  W.  Ducachet,  Mr.  R.  W. 
Downman,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Garrett,  having 
resigned  as  members  of  the  standing  committee, 
the  Convention  proceeded  to  an  election,  by  bal- 
lot, to  fill  the  vacancies,  which  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  the  Rev.  Edward  R.  Lippit,  Mr.  Ed- 
mund J.  Lee,  and  Mr.  John  Hooff. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of 
the  constitution  and  canons  of  the  church  be 
postponed  till  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  are 
due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the  inhabitanta 
of  Staunton,  for  their  kindness  and  hospitality 
to  the  members  of  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to 

y  the  doorkeeper  of  the  Convention  ten  dol- 


^ 


Resolved,  That  the  secretaiy  be  requested  to 
transtnit  a  copy  of  the  Journal  of  this  Conven- 
tion to  the  secretaries  of  the  several  Conven- 
tions of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and 
of  the  General  Convention,  wiUi  a  requeat  that 
copies  of  their  journals,  constitutions,  and  canons 
shall  be  transmitted  to  him  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  the  Convention  in  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  directed  to 


pay  the  expenses  of  the  focretary  in  attendii 
this  Convention. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson, 

Resolved,  That  the  7th  canon  be  amended  I 
addinff  to  the  worda,  **  «#  ike  offence  may  d 
terve^*  ^provided  it  be  noi  a  heamer  penali 
tkeiH  that  tekich  ike  eouneil  of  presbftere  «Aa 
reeommendj"  so  that  the  said  clause  of  the  cane 
may  read  thus : — ^The  bishop  shall  proceed  1 
reprove,  suspend,  or  degrade  him,  as  tne  offeoc 
may  deserve :  provided  it  be  not  a  heavier  pei 
alty  than  that  which  the  council  of  presbytei 
shall  recommend. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  o 
this  Convention  be  tendered,  through  the  rectc 
of  this  church,  to  the  minister  and  conmgatio 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  this  place,  fo 
their  liberal  and  kind  offer  of  their  church  fo 
the  use  of  the  Convention. 

The  proceedings  of  the  standing  committe< 
daring  the  last  year  were  presented  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  1,500  copies  of  the  minute 
of  thia  Convention  be  printed,  and  distributei 
amcmg  the  parishes  of  this  diocess. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  now  adjourn 
after  the  singing  of  the  ld3d  Psalm,  and  prayer 
with  the  ben^ction  of  the  biahop. 

WiLLUM  Mbadb, 
Assistant  Bishop  of  Virginia. 

HiLABT  Bakxb,  Secretary. 
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This  beinff  the  day  appointed  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  Uie  Convention  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocess  of  Virgins,  the 
Riffht  Rev.  William  Meade,  D.  D.,  assistant 
bishop  of  the  diocess,  with  a  number  of  the 
clergy  and  laity,  assembled  at  eleven  o'clock 
A.  M.,  in  St.  PaoPs  Church. 

Morning  prayers  were  read  by  the  Right  Rev. 
Biahop  Meade,  and  a  aermon  was  preached  by 
the  Rev.  William  G.  H.  Jones,  rector  of  St 
Thomas's  Church,  Oran^te  county. 

The  Right  Rev.  William  Meade  took  the 
chair  as  president  of  the  Convention. 

A  list  of  the  clergy  entitled  to  seats  was  called 
over  bv  the  secretary,  and  the  following  an- 
swered to  their  names  and  took  their  seats  : — 

Rev.  Ephraim  Adams,  Christ  Church,  Lan- 
caster ;  ilev.  George  Adie,  Shelbume  pariah, 
Loudoun ;   Rev.  Parke  F.  Berkeley,  Kaleigh 

G Irish,  Amelia;  Rev.  William  V.  Rowers,  St. 
artin*s  parish,  Hanover  and  Louiaa  ;  Rev. 
Hobart  M.  Bartlett,  assistant  minister  of  Brwtol 
parish,  Petersburg;  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs, 
University  of  Virginia ;  Rev.  Charles  Dresser, 
Antrim  parish,  Halifax ;  Rev.  William  Friend, 
St.  Margaret's  parish,  Caroline  ;  Rev.  John 
Qnunraer,  Bath  parish,  Dinwiddie,  and  St.  An- 
irew's,  Brunswick ;  Rev.  Thomaa  Jackson,  as- 
■stant  minister  of  Monumental  Church,  Rieh- 
OBOnd ;  Rev.  William  G.  Jackson,  Auffusta  par- 
lb,  Augusu  ;  Rev.  William  G.  H.  Jones,  St. 
rhomaa's  Church,  Orange ;  Rev.  Archibald  H. 
Lamon,  St  Stapbon's  Ouncb,  Oolpappec  and 


Bloomfield  pariah,  Madison ;  Rev.  William  F. 
Lee,  Richmond;  Rev.  George  Lemon,  Hamilton 
and  Leeds  parishes,  Fauquier;  Rev.  Chariei 
Mann,  Professor  in  the  Ineological  Seminaiy 
of  Va. ;  Rev.  Edward  C.  M*Guire,  St.  Geoi|[e^ 
pariah,  Fredericksburg ;  Rev.  John  P.  M*Guire, 
St.  Anne*s  and  South  Famham  pariahes,  Essex ; 
Rev.  WilUam  H.  Mitchell,  St.  George's  pariah, 
Accomack,  and  Christ  Church,  E!astville ;  Rev. 
Alexander  Norris,  Westover  parish,  Charlea 
City ;  Rev.  George  W.  Nelson,  Lunenburg  and 
Faniham  parishes,  Richmond  county  ;  Rev.  C. 
H.  Pige,  Amherst  and  Lexington  puishes,  Am- 
herst, and  Calloway  Church,  Nelson  ;  Rev. 
Franklin  G.  Smith,  St.  Psul's  Church,  Lynch- 
burg ;  Rev  W.  Steele,  St.  James's  pariah,  Meck- 
lenburg ;  Rev.  I^hilip  Slaughter,  Dettingen  and 
Leeds  pariahes.  Prince  William  ;  Rev.  Charles 

C.  Taliaferro,  Cumberland  parish,  Lunenburg ; 
Rev.  Joseph  B.  Wikner,  St.  Anne*s  parish,  Al- 
bemarle ;  Rev.  John  H.  Wingfiela,  Trinitv 
Church,  Portamouth ;  Rev.  WilHam  N.  Ward, 
Clarksburg,  Harrison  county;  Rev.  John  W. 
Woodville,  St.  Mark's  parish,  Culpepper ;  Rev. 

D.  M.  Wharton,  oflSciating  in  Russell  pariah, 
Bedford,  and  Fincastle,  Botetourt. 

The  Rev.  Tliomaa  Jackson  and  the  Hon. 
Hugh  Nelson,  who  wero  appointed  a  committee 
to  examine  the  certificaiea  of  the  lay  delegates, 
reported  the  following  individuals  entitled  to 
seau  in  the  Convention,  and  the  Convention 
concurred  in  their  report,  viz.  :-* 

Upton  BMn,GneeChaieh,CaiaUne;  Thar- 
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mer  Hoggard,  Trinity  Church,  Portsmouth  ; 
Henry  B.  Streshley,  St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex ; 
Samuel  H.  I^wis,  Augusta  parish,  Staunton ; 
I^iel  Garland,  Lunenburg  parish,  Richmond 
county  ;  John  Gray,  St.  George's  parish,  Fred- 
ericksburg ;  Nelson  Sale,  Russell  parish,  Bed- 
ford;  Abram  B.  Hooe,  St.  PauPs  and  Bruns- 
wick parishes.  King  George  ;  Richard  Walke, 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Norfolk ;  David  M.  Walke, 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk  ;  Thomas  Atkinson, 
Cumberland  parish,  Lunenburg ;  B.  Harrison 
Randolph,  Monumental  Church,  Richmond  ; 
Seth  Ward,  St.  PauKs  Church,  Lynchburg; 
Col.  Alexander  Brown,  Calloway's  Church, 
Nelson  parish.  Nelson ;  Charies  R.  Gibbs, 
Bloomfield  parish,  Madison ;  Junius  A.  Clay, 
Tillotson  parish,  Buckingham ;  Thomas  N.  Bur- 
wcll  and  'iliomas  Shanks,  Fincastle  and  Union 
Churches,  Botetourt  parish ;  Thomas  G.  Cole- 
man, St.  Mark's  Churcn,  Antrim  parish,  Halifax  ; 
John  Nelson,  St.  James's  parish,  Mecklenburg ; 
Thomas  L.  Latane,  South  Famham,  Essex; 
William  M.  Waller,  Lexington  pariah,  Amherst ; 
Hu^h  Nelson,  Fredericksville  parish,  Albe- 
marle ;  Philip  Nelson,  Frederick  parish,  Fred- 
erick ;  Hilary  Baker,  Christ  Church,  Richmond. 
On  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  F.  Lee, 
Resolved,  That  the  following  rules  of  order, 
adopted  by  the  last  Convention  for  the  govern- 
ment of  their  proceedings,  be  the  rules  of  pro- 
ceeding durinff  the  present  Convention. 

1 .  The  busmess  of  every  day  shall  be  intro- 
duced with  prayer. 

2.  When  the  preaident  takea  the  chair,  no 
member  shall  continue  standing,  or  shall  after- 
ward stand  up,  except  to  address  the  chair. 

3.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the 
service  of  the  house  unless  he  have  leave,  or  be 
unable  to  attend. 

4.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in 
debate,  or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  he 
•hall,  with  due  respect,  address  himself  to  the 
president,  confining  himself  strictly  to  the  point 
m  debate. 

6.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice 
fD  the  same  debate  without  leave  of  the  house. 

6.  A  question  being  once  determined  shall 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  house,  and  shall 
not  be  again  drawn  into  debate  during  the  same 
session,  unless  with  the  consent  of  two  thirds 
of  the  house. 

7.  Wliile  the  president  is  putting  any  ques- 
tion, the  members  shall  continue  in  their  seats, 
«nd  shall  not  hold  any  private  discourse. 

8.  Every  member  wno  shall  be  in  the  house 
when  any  question  is  put,  shall,  on  a  division, 
be  counted,  unless  he  be  personally  interested 
in  the  decision. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  aa  before 
the  house  unless  it  be  seconded,  and,  when  re- 
quired, reduced  to  writing. 

10.  When  any  question  is  before  the  house,  it 
shall  be  determined  upon  before  any  new  subject 
isintroduced,  except  the  question  of  adjournment. 

11.  The  question  on  a  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment shall  be  taken  before  any  other,  and  with- 
out debate. 

13.  When  the  house  is  about  to  rise,  every 


member  shall  keep  his  sett  until  the  presideot 
shall  leave  the  chair. 

13.  None  of  the  rules  of  order  shall  be  sus- 
pended without  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds 
of  the  members  present. 

14.  The  president  shall,  in  his  discretion, 
select  s  pew  within  the  limits  of  those  allotted 
for  the  use  of  the  members,  which  pew  shall  be 
appropriated  for  the  accommodation  of  visiting 
clergymen  and  students  of  the  Theologicd 
School,  who  may  be  invited  to  the  same  by  the 
president  without  any  apecial  application  to  the 
Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Edward  C.  M*Guire, 
Rev.  John  Grammer,  Rev.  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs, 
Rev.  George  Lemon,  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson, 
Messrs.  Thomas  N.  Burwell,  Hugh  Nelson,  and 
Walter  Colea,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  church  in  this  diocess, 
and  report  thereon  to  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  John  H.  Wingiield, 
Rev.  Charles  Dresser,  and  the  Rev.  George  W. 
Nelson,  be  a  committee  to  examine  the  parochial 
reporta. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  P.  F.  Berkeley, 
Messrs.  Sale,  Atkinson,  and  Hoggard,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  treasurer's  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Charlea  Mann,  Rev. 
John  P.  M*Guire,  and  Mr.  John  Gray,  be  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  fund  for  the  support  of 
widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  clergvmen. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Charies  ft.  Psge, 
Rev.  George  Adie,  and  Mr.  Philip  Nelson,  be 
a  committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  fund  for  the  permanent  &u{^rt 
of  the  episcopate  in  this  diocess. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  William  V.  Bowers, 
Rev.  William  G.  Jackson,  Rev.  Wilham  F.  Lee, 
and  the  Rev.  Hobart  M.  Bartlett,  be  a  commit- 
tee on  the  treasurer's  accounts  of  the  Mission- 
ary Society. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention 
will  meet  daily  at  9  o'clock  A.  M. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  consideration  of  the  pro- 
posed revision  of  the  constitution  and  canons 
of  the  church  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
each  day  of  the  Convention,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M., 
until  the  subject  be  fully  disposed  of. 
And  the  Convention  adjourned. 

Thossdat,  Mat  21,  1835. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjounv- 
ment. 

The  minutea  of  the  preceding  meeting  wese 
read  and  approved. 

The  following  members  of  the  Convention, 
not  present  before,  appeared  and  took  their 
seats,  viz. : — 

Rev.  Reuel  Keith,  D.  D.,  Professor  in  Theo- 
logical Semirtary  of  Virginia;  Rev.  George 
Woodbridge,  rector  of  Christ  Church,  Rich- 
mond ;  Rev.  Charles  B.  Dana,  rector  of  Christ 
Church,  Fairfax  parish  ;  Mr.  James  M.  Bell,  jr., 
lay  delegate  from  St.  Stcphen'a  Church,  Cul- 
pepper ;  Mr.  Walter  Coles,  lay  delegate  from 
Christ  Church,  St.  Amie's  parish,  Albemarie; 
Mr.  Edmund  Fontaine,  la^  delesate  from  St. 
Martin's,  Hsnover  and  Jx>uisa ;  Mr.  Thomas  T. 
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BoddiiH  hj  dtligite  from  8t  TboiiiM*t  Chmeh, 
Oimnge. 

On  motioD,  Resolved.  That  the  order  of  the 
day  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  secretary  received  the  following  contri- 
butions for  the  Contingent  Fund,  and  towards 
the  remaneration  of  Bishop  Moore  for  his  epis- 
copal services,  viz. : — 

Can*iMml 

f  WH.         Bp.  TaaJ. 

Christ  ChoTchv  Lancaster,     -  fSO  00    $  6  00 

Shelbame  parish,  Ix>udoun,  -    SO  00       14  25 

Raleigh  parish,  Amelia,  and 

Dale  parish,  Chesterfield,  -     30  00        3  58 

St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover 
and  Louisa,     -        -        -    20  00       10  00 

Fredericksville  parish,  Albe- 
marle,     -  -        -    20  00      10  00 

Antrim  jiarish,  Halifax,         -     20  00        7  00 

Camden  parish,  Pittsylvania,     00  00         1  50 

Sk  Margaret's  parish,  Caro- 
line, and  Grace  Church, 
Spotsvlvaoia, 

St.  Anarew*s  parish,  Bruns- 
wick,      -        -  -     14  57 

Bath  parish,  Dinwiddie,        -      6  32 


•     10  00        5  00 


! 


6  86 

00  00 

12  00 

6  00 

4  50 

8  00 

10  00 

20  00 

10  00 

2  25 


Monumental  Church,  Richmond,  30  00 
Augusta  parish,  Augusta,  -  20  00 
St.  Thomas's  parish,  Orange,  10  00 
Bloomfield  parish,  Madison,  5  50 
St.  Stephen's  Church,  Cul- 
pepper, -  -  -  8  00 
Hamilton  and  Leeds  parishes, 

Fauquier,         *        -        -  30  00 
8t    George's  parish,   Fred- 
ericksburg,     -        -        -  20  00 
St.  Anne's  parish,  Essex,     -  20  00 
South  Farnham  parish,  Essex,  8  00 
St.   Greorge's  parish,   Acco- 
mack, and  Christ  Church, 
Eastville,         -         -         -  2  52 
Westover  parish,  Charles  City,  8  04 
Lunenburg  parish,  Richmond 

county,   -        -        - 
Amherst  parish  and  Lexington 

pariah,  -  -  -  -  10  00 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Lynchburg,  15  00 
Calloway  Church,  Nelson,  -  12  00 
St.  Jamss's  parish,  Mecklen- 
burg, 
Cumberland  parish,  Lunen- 
burg, -  -  •  -  10  00 
St.  Anne's  parish,  Albemarle,  10  00 
Trinity  Church,  Porumouth,  15  00 
St.  Mark's  parish,  Culpepper,  10  00 
Russell  parish,  Bedford,  -  30  00 
Botetourt  parish,  Botetourt,  16  00 
Christ  Church,  Fairfax  parish,  30  00 
St.  Paul's  Church,  King  George,  10  00  2 
Tillotson  parish,  Buckingham,  7  00  3 
Brunswick  parish,  King  George,  1  25  00  00 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Norfolk,  10  00  5  00 
Christ  Church,  Norfolk,  -  35  00  30  00 
Newport  parish.  Isle  of  Wight,  5  00  00  00 
Frederick  parish,  Frederick,  16  00  5  00 
Nofbome  parish,  Berkeley,   -  8  00       17  00 

Amount  carried  forward,    t68S  20  $289  77 


10  08 

2  50 
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5  00 
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3  00 

10  00         8  00 

15  00 

3  00 

5  00 

2  00 

00  00 

.8  00 

15  00 

76 

00 


Amount  brought  forward,  $582  20  $289  77 
St.  John's  Church,  Henrico,  16  00  5  00 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Alexandria,  25  00 
Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg,  15  00 
Christ  Church,  Richmond,  -  25  00 
Contributed  by  some  ladi^ 

from  Albemarle,        -        -     00  00 


00  00 

5  00 

00  00 


2  00 


$662  20  $301  77 

The  president  read  the  following  address  and 
report  of  episcopal  services  during  the  year 
ending  Mav,  1836,  by  the  Right  Rev.  Richard 
Channing  Moore,  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  Virginia. 

To  the  Clergy  and  Laity  of  the  Protettant  Ejnaamal 
Church  of  the  DioceMM  of  Virginia^  auembleain 
Convention  m  the  town  of  Lynchburg^  May  TXkk. 
1835. 

Dbab  Bbkthkbn,— It  would  have  afforded  me 
great  satisfaction  to  have  formed  one  of  your  num- 
ber in  the  council  of  the  church  now  assembled  in 
Convention  ;  but  the  recollection  of  the  sufferings 
to  which  a  long  journey,  over  rough  roads,  always 
subjects  me,  has  deprived  me  of  the  gratification, 
and  obliged  me  to  submit  to  the  painful  necessity 
of  remaining  at  home. 

Among  those  circumstances  connected  with  the 
promotion  of  the  church  of  which  we  are  mem- 
bers, the  duty  of  making  some  standing  provision 
for  the  aid  of  uur  newly-funned  congregations, 
and  the  support  of  the  clergy  who  minister  in 
sacred  thm^,  has  deeply  impressed  my  mind,  and 
influenced  me  to  address  you  on  this  subject. 

The  inadequate  support  received  by  the  clergy 
thus  situated  fives  them  a  just  claim  to  our  at- 
tention, and  calls  upon  us  for  a  vigorous  and  united 
effort  to  sustain  them  snd  their  congregations  hi 
their  religious  exertions.  The  removal  of  the 
clergy  from  Virginia,  and  sometimes  from  one 
psriah  to  another  m  the  diocess — removals  fire- 
auently  attended  with  results  injurious  to  the 
former,  and  always  to  the  congre^tions  left  in  a 
destitute  state — arises,  1  am  confident,  more  gen- 
erally from  necessity  than  from  the  love  of  change. 
The  want  of  support  cannot  fail  of  producing  un- 
easiness in  the  mind  of  a  clergyman,  and  of  para- 
lyzing his  exertions ;  and,  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence, gives  rise  to  dissatisfaction  in  the  breasts 
of  the  people  uf  his  charge.  To  remove  these  dif- 
ficulties, and  to  produce  a  state  of  things  more 
stable  and  permanent,  forms  a  subject  of  most  in< 
tense  interest ;  and  as  the  measure  I  am  now  to 
propose  has  been  successfully  adopted  by  the 
authority  of  the  church  in  several  of  our  sister 
diocesses,  1  indulge  the  hope  that  my  suggestion 
will  meet  with  yuur  approbation,  and  thua  lead  to 
the  most  happy  results. 

The  plan,  my  beloved  brethren,  to  which  I  al« 
lude,  and  would  now  recommend  to  your  atten- 
tion, is  in  accordanre  with  the  system  recom- 
mended to  the  Corinthian  Christians  bv  the  Apos- 
tle Paul,  when  plcailing  in  behalf  of  tna  afflicted 
and  empoverished  churches  of  Judea.  *'  Now, 
concerning  the  collection  for  the  sainta,  as  I  have 

5iven  orders  to  the  churches  of  Galatia,  even  ao 
o  ye.  Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week  let  every 
one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store,  as  God  hath  pros- 
pered him." 

The  course  thus  proposed  by  St.  Paul,  embraces 
in  its  view  a  perfect  knowledge  of  human  nature. 
He  knew  that  it  was  more  convenient  to  lay  l^ 
in  store  a  email  weekly  sum,  than  to  subscribe  at 
once  a  large  amount ;  and  that,  however  amall  the 
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gift  that  rafalKri]r  bettoined  may  be,  that  at  Urn 
•od  of  tha  year  A  woaM  amount  to  awnathfcig 
cooakleraUe ;  and  that  whan  eoUectivelffatheiaa 
into  the  tieaaury  of  the  Lord,  it  would  farmtb 
a  anpoly  adequate  to  relieve  the  neoeaaitiei  of  the 
churawand  to  remove  the  auflerints  contemplated 
In  hia  benevolent  deakn.  Let  each  indiTidoal, 
then,  attached  to  the  cnureh  in  Viifinia,  punoe 
the  aame  courae.  Let  him,  on  every  Lordra  day, 
lay  by  in  atore  aome  wnall  aum  for  the  relief  of  our 
Bewlv>lbrmed  pariahea,  and  the  partial  aoppoit  of 
the  clernr  oAciaung  in  them.  Let  that  tum  thua 
depoaited  be  conaidered  aacred  to  the  porpoaee 
for  which  it  waa  laid  tiy ;  and,  at  the  end^of  the 
fear,  the  chureh  will  find  itaelf  in  poiaaaiion  of  a 
land  equal  to  our  wanta— a  fond  which  will  enaUe 
na  not  only  to  contribute  to  the  eaae  and  comfort 
of  the  cleify  now  engaged  in  miniaterial  duty  in 
the  pariahea  alluded  ta  but  which  will  inapire 
thoae  neifbbourhoode  which  are  at  pieaent  deeti- 
tote  of  public  worship  to  form  themaelvea  into 
eon^regationa,  and  to  enjoy  thoae  privilefea  to 
which  they  were  acoiatemed  in  early  lifo,  which 
were  ao  dear  to  their  departed  peranta  and  frienda. 

The  Convention  muat  be  aenaible,  that  in  the 
plea  which  I  now  oOer  in  behalf  of  the  clergy,  I 
am  not  pleading  for  a  support  nnreaaonable  and 
•ztmvagant.  I  aakonlyforaauflkiencytoenable 
them  to  live  in  comfort.  I  aak  not  for  any  of  the 
hunriea  of  life ;  I  am  only  aoliciting  for  a  pro- 
Yiaion  which  will  render  them  above  ¥irant,  and 
which  will  enable  their  children  to  appear  in  the 
•Qciety  in  which  they  move  decently  habited,  and 
pioperly  inatnicted. 

Should  the  minda  of  anr  of  the  people  of  our 
chaife  be  impreaaed  with  the  idea  that  thia  ia  al- 
leady  the  attuation  of  the  clergy  embraced  m  the 
propoaal,  a  journey  through  some  of  our  pariahea 
would  convince  tbem  of  their  mistake.  On  a  late 
tour  through  an  extensive  district  of  this  diocess, 
I  met  with  an  instance  of  extreme  penury  in  the 
case  of  a  truly  piouH,  well-educated,  and  excellent 
clergyman  belonging  to  our  communion.  Patient 
under  his  sufferings,  humble  as  a  little  child,  he 
poured  no  complaint  whatever  in  my  ears;  but 
being  told  by  a  wealthy  and  humane  neighbour 
of  htt  wants,  I  was  surprised  at  the  fortitude  he 
manifested  and  the  silence  he  had  observed ;  and 
when,  returning  to  my  home,  I  mentioned  his  sit- 
uation to  some  ladies  of  my  congregation,  they, 
moved  by  those  feelings  of  compassion  peculiar  to 
their  sex,  promptly  sent  him  some  temporary  as- 
sistance. 

As  a  proof  of  the  benefits  which  may  be  reason- 
ably expected  from  the  adoption  and  prosecution 
of  the  measure  submitted  to  your  consideration,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  present  to  your  view  the  for- 
mer low  condition  and  the  present  prosperous 
state  of  the  church  in  my  native  diocess. 

At  my  admission  to  deacons'  orders,  forty-eight 
yesrs  ago,  I  constituted  the  sixth  or  seventh  cler- 
gyman in  that  diocess — a  diocess  which  now  num- 
bers two  hundred  labourers  in  the  vineyard  of  the 
Lord.  The  means  to  which  that  astonishing  in- 
cresse  may  be  chiefly  attributed,  is  the  unremitting 
attention  they  have  paid  to  the  sustenance  of  the 
clergy  in  their  new  parishes,  by  relief  fronx  their 
missionary  fund. 

By  pursuing,  my  brethren,  the  same  course,  we 
may  expect  similar  results;  and  should  my  valued 
assistant  in  the  episcopate  live  to  my  present  age, 
he  may  look  for  a  similar  increase  in  Uie  clergy 
of  this  diocess,  and  behold,  in  congregations  now 
in  a  sUte  of  infancy,  assemblies  both  strong  and 
numerous;  and  in  others  which  I  trust  will  be 
planted  by  hia  hand,  he  will,  with  joy  of  heart, 
<Mhold  them  growing  into  manhood,  wonh^pping 


Hw  OodcfMr  IhdMn  wtt  dw 
aound  wotda  with  which  they 
and  traininfp  thdr  chflihwi  fci 
liturgy  wfaidi  diadDgoiihaa 
mhA  wiU  deiNMl  bar  tnm 
and  aeem*  obadiMioa  to  Ihi  iMth 
totheaainta. 

Yea,  bnureo,  the  dMNdi 
we  ware  received  m  baouHn^ 
Ood*a  li^  hand  hath  piMled.    IM 
vnmabmbm  in  all  on  pnyn,  aad  aa 
all  our  onanEiai.  and  w«  ahall 


detneaa  and  tiia 
behold  the  daaaft 


rwoicfM  aBB 


Another  topic  ii^ich  vaqnlna  mj  nllailiH^  ii 
liw  ComnoB  Prayvr-Book  md  Tract  Bociaty  k 
thiacjiy^  eoncain  which  tfw  ii  iibiiii  af  that 
aaaodation  haw  praaaad  epoa  ay  WMBadioB  « 
one  of  the  moot  laadfflg  ioBpoftaiiee  to  tiM  iMMPHt 
ofthechureh.  It  ia  tbair  wish  thai  I  ahonld  aog* 
gest  and  racoomiend  to  the  congmgataona  of  oar 
communion  m  thia  diocasa  tho  fofirinn  ef  aaci» 
tiea  aunilar  to  their  own,  for  the  OMMO  geoanl  di^ 
of  our  ascellent  and  mneh-lorad  litaqj. 


Aa  an  ancourageosent  to  comply  with  ttrir  dan 
they  have  requeatied  ma  to  praswi  to  tho  view  m 


the  Convention  a  reaolution  adopted  by  tham  tt 
a  late  rosethig  of  their  board  of  manaMO— a  iwa* 
lutioB  which  will  ihmish  avonr  anauiary  aoci» 
with  the  preyer4)ook  at  the  redinoad  nriea  of  hag 
thoformercoat  The foUoaring  ia  t&a naotatiai 
referred  to^— 
••  On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Thoama  Jnhaqo,  i 


*«  Reaolv«d,That  tha  prayerbooka  vHndi  haii 
been  hetetofore  eold  at  twanty-fivo  canla,  iiiall,  k 
ftiture,  be  aupplied  to  all  congragationa  and  maai- 

ben  thereof  who  take  up  an  annual  coUecfioo  ■ 
aid  of  the  funds  of  the  society,  or  who  are  individ- 
ually members  of  it,  at  the  price  of  twelve  and  a 
half  cents,  and  that  the  large  plain-bound  copisi 
of  the  same  be  furnished  at  fifty  centa  each." 

The  above  resolution,  brethren,  appean  so  Ih- 
eral,  and  is  so  well  calculated  to  reiider  the  circa* 
lation  of  our  prayer-book  so  ceneral  throuahoot 
the  church,  that  1  most  conUally  recommena  it  to 
toe  notice  of  the  Convention,  and  most  eamesttj 
reouest  the  adoption  of  the  measure. 

1  must  also  beg  lesve  to  call  the  attention  of  ths 
Convention  to  the  SouTHaan  Chubcrman,  edit* 
ed  by  the  Rev.  William  F.  Lee,  in  this  city.  Thi 
Southern  Churchman  has  been  hitherto  condndsd 
with  so  much  moderation  and  respect  for  the  opia*  * 
ions  of  other  Christian  societies,  that  I  can  chev^ 
fully  recommend  it  to  the  membere  of  the  chardi 
throughout  the  diocess.  It  is  true  that  the  Rer. 
editor  will  feel  himself  bound  to  inculcate  sod 
faithfully  to  guard  the  distinctive  principlea  of  tlM 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  Although  aoch  wiO 
be  the  case,  I  am  sure  that  his  own  good  seoit 
will  always  influence  him  to  avoid  controversy, 
when  controverey  can  possibly  be  avoided,  sad 
never  wantonly  to  attack  the  opinions  held  dsar 
by  other  churches. 

Having  thus  touched  on  those  topics  considersd 
of  leading  importance,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  fat- 
nish  you  with  a  concise  view  of  my  episcopil 
laboure  since  the  last  Convention. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1834,  1  visited  AleiaD- 
dria.  preached  in  both  churches,  and  admitted  ths 
following  persons  to  deacons'  ordere: — ^J.  Dela> 

tlane,  George  E.  Winslow,  William  C.  RosseO, 
K  M.  Wharton,  William  F.  Bowen,  John  Maitta, 
Chester  Newell,  Edward  Chriatian,  Joaeph  P. 
Wilmer,  I.  Woart,  and  William  N.  Ward.  In  ths 
month  of  October  i  again  loft  Richmond  in 


CoSVESriOS  OT  II 


■MT  with  tb*  Bav.  Mr.  Una  uid  Ihe  Bn.  John 
Codka,  ukI  eamnaDcad  mj  Uwan  id  Fmlencka- 
hnf.     On  riuudar,  Octobat  IStb.  I  pnactaed,  ad- 


•'   DT^I*    Ml.    Kiel 


lid  J. 


Ber.  Chul«  B.  Uaiia.' rectoruf  Chnii  Cbiii^h. 
AI&Mliiliu.  On  Munday  I  [prcBchKtl  In  Lwni/s 
Creek  Chaich,  bapliud  one  ctUd,  ■od^cunliinn-a 
XM  motlun.  On  Tueidaf  I  preBcheiJ  In  St,  Pnul> 
Cboich.  King  Ueotge  cuuaty.  On  WedoeKjny  I 
pnawbeaml  Mmtlui  Etndge;  on  Tburwlay  hI  K.ch- 

Cb  FmUr  I  Hmched  in  Furnhiun  Cnurch.  Ou 
flMaud^.alWIuteChapel,  Liacuieccounly,  Mi 
Hbo  ftwclnd,  iDd  I  BdmiuisLered  Ihe  ford's 
~  at  ukI  manned  eight  pmBuni 
Ji,  1  ureMhed  a 

p.    TheMmid* ...,     . 

loYconuco  Chard],  Nonhumbeduid  coun 


ID  aod  mjraeU  fiillowi 

J«y  1  preached  id  the  Hath- 

M  Chnich  U  the  coorthouM,  iind  confirmed  one 

(Mf.     On  Wedneaday  1  preached  at  Wicimico 

Charcb,  Weati  - 


LonTa  Sappor, , -.. 

^^nndaj  we  eroaaad  the  nTer  to  the  town  of  Rap- 
pabaniuck,  whan  the  Be«.  G.W.  Nelaon  prench- 
•d  in  Iha  maming.  Hr.  Adami  in  the  altemouii, 
■od  Hr.  Mhui  id  the  erenmir.    On  Friday  moin- 

al  pcaachad.  adnunuteceir  the  Loid'a  finpper, 
than  nide  lo  Ur,  Waring'i,  in  tluei  county. 
Op  BatDidij  Iha  aarricn  were  conducted  by  the 
^ugj  who  were  in  company  with  me,  and  on 
reacbad  and  adnuniileied  Ihe  Lonl'i 
a  Monday  Mr.  Cooke  and  myaeif  bwle 
trewell,  and  relumed  to  our  reapectiie 

" '^'^"^  "'"'"f ''iJid'^' 

d  at  Loid'i  Suffer     On  Ihe  17th  of 

April  I  held  a  eaafirnutioD  in  Chriai  Church,  Ricb- 
aMWl.  On  Ibe  IIM  of  April  1  idmitied  Mr.  John 
W.  Woodville  lo  deuont*  ordera,  on  which  occa- 
rieDlheRar.  Hr.  Croeapreu:bed.  On  thellhof 
Mar  1  WoiiUad  lo  Iha  pnaathood  Ihe  &ei.  Cbailei 
ABdrawi,  of  Fraderiek  county,  when  the  Kev. 
WUUam  V.  Laa  pnacbed  On  tlie  33A  of  April  I 
viaiud  Moilblk,  preached  in  Portaniouth  on  Sun- 
iaj,  iba  Mih,  and  in  the  aftamoun  in  Norfolk.  I 
■tedttad  to  daaeona'  oden  in  PorUniouth  Ilr, 
Camenn  F.  M'Rae,  when  Biafaon  Heade  preach- 
ad,  and  on  the  30th  went  to  Smilhfield  and  conaa- 
'  irch,  and  on  the  lat  of  May  oi. 
r  SlanlT  a  deacon,  and  admmia. 
Supper,  on  both  which  occaaiona 
_ .  )p  Meade  preached.  The  two  lait  mentioned 
Jeamni  behio(  to  the  dioceaa  of  Nonh  CaniUna, 
■nd  ware  OidiinBd  at  tlie  requeat  of  Biahop  liea, 


The  Right  Rer.Williani  Meade,  D.  D  ,  aaaiet- 
ant  biahop  of  Viiginia,  deliieied  the  rollowing 


add  ta  ibe  report  of  odt  much  reapocted  and  be- 
lD*ed  bihar  in  Chriat.  an  account  of  aiich  acu  aa 
I  bava  bean  able  to  perform  diirina  the  paat  year. 
Moat  cf  jtra  warepreaeai  when,  after  the  adjoum- 
wm»  of  our  Ian  ConTention  in  the  town  of  Staun- 
tOD,Biid  at  an  eari*  boor  oTlha  Sabbaih,  i  admin- 
iawrad  Iba  nia  of  canfinnalioD  to  forty  peraooa, 
■pd  at  ■  nbaaqaacd  boor  adnilttad  to  the  order  tl 


pnaathood  the  Re*.  W.  G.  JackaoD,  and  to  thai 

of  deacon  Meaaia.  Philip  Blaufbur  and  John  F. 

Clark.     On  the  foUowiiig  monuiig  I  leA  SiauntoQ 

my  way  lo  the  west,  and  reached  Lawiabuig 

Ihe  third  day.     There  I  tamauied  neai-ly  three 

yi.  preached  four  tunea,  and  confiimed  three 

peraoiu.     Our  frwnda  in  thia  place  are  lew  hot 

lealoua,  and  appeared  very  anxioua  to  have  the 

^eolllr  »ervicBaof  the  church  there.     It  would  ba 

ery  deaimble  to  have  a  nuaaionuT  in  that  region 

ng  L-ewiaburg  1  proceeded 

led  Charlestownm  Tueadaj 


£a^«^,a 


remained  here 


.   .  .nfinncd  oi 


On 


milea  di»t»ut,  where  wi 

:hurch  and  congregation.  There  I  preacb- 
I,  confiimed  one  pereon,  admioiitered  lbs 
lion,  and  baptized  ae'en  chddrm.  The 
a  of  Ibe  church  in  Kantwha  are  biighten- 
.  lealoua  and  acceptable  miniater  la  now 
labouring  there.  A  church  will  aoon  be  erected 
m  Chmleelovi'ii,  and  a  larger  one  built  at  Coala- 
It  la  hoped  that  ei«  long  the  •cmcea  of 
iiiBten  may  be  required.  On  the  e*eniniE 
econd  day  which  1  apenl  at  CoalanHNith,! 
.ed  ihc  Kanawha  in  a  iteamboat,  and  a>- 
theOhio.  reached  Parkeraburg  on  the  SMh, 
ni  three  dnyi  in  that  place,  preached  five 

japiiied  one  child,  confirmed  funr  peraona, 

and  adminiatered  ihe  communion.     We  bul  no 
^e  of  public  wDiahip  in  Parkeraburg,  but  1  re- 
ed aaiurajicea  that  Ihii  deficiency  ahuuld  not 
{continue.     The  Rev.  Mr  Wheat,orUaKeltL 
charge  of  our  little  flock  m  thia  place,  and  o(- 
ilea  every  other  Sabbath,     1  tarried  one  day 
li  bim  at  Marietta,  and  preached  once  in  that 
place.     On  Monday  night  I  proceeded  to  Wheel- 
---,  reached  there  the  follnwing  daj,  and  (pent 
tth  and  51b  days  of  June  in  religioua  aenicei. 
the  eth  I  proceeded  to  SteubenviUe.  in  Ohio, 
where  I  apenl  n  day  wilb  the  Rev.  I.  Hoiae,  and 
preached  once  for  him.     Hr.  Hone  haa  for  m 
yeara  rendered  very  eHectUi ' 

our  congiegatione  in  Brook.  

Wellshurgand  the  nther  al  St.  John'e.  He  ac 
coinpanied  me  to  Wellabutg,  where  we  epent  the 
Sabbath,  end  each  of  ita  preached,  we  (pant 
Hondav  and  Tueaday  at  Si.  Johna.  about  levea 
mitea  dialani,  where  1  preached  twice,  conlnaed 
aeren,  and  administered  the  comninnion.  On  Iba 
following  day  I  preached  again  at  Wellatmrg,  and 
-  '  ■  en,  1  then  reiurned,  in  compaay 
-ae,  to  Wheeling,  when  we  Hfou 

_, ,  —  frequent  aervicea.    During  my  atay 

at  Wbeeting  I  preached  or  lectured  twelve  tunea, 
adminiateied  the  conunuoion,  and  confirmed  thir- 
ly-Bii  pereoni.  I  now  turned  my  aMpa  booM- 
ward,  and,  paaaing  thiouah  a  part  of  Pennaylvnnia, 
reached  Itniontown  on  the  iU,  and  from  Ihenca 
went  to  Horgantown,  where  I  preached  oa  the 
evening  of  the  24th,  and  alao  the  neil  momini. 
On  Thuiwlay  1  reached  Clarkaburg.  which  ia  m 


miniatered  the  communion. 

The  people  of  Ciarkahorg  and  Moi^antown  ei- 
preaasd  a  atrong  deaire  to  have  a  mimatoi  anil  U 
them,  and  I  waa  truly  happy  to  be  able  to  tra»> 
ify  their  requeal  m  *  manner  well  calculated  to 
promote  Ihe  intereata  of  nliguu  and  the  church 
U  that  refion.  The  Rar.  Mr.  Waid,  who  waa 
ordained  m  Alexaitdria  in  July  biat,  went  to 
Clarkaburg  in  Ibe  falL  and  haa  ainea  bean  hitb- 
ftally  and  accaptably  laboailiif  in  tboaa  two  iilaiaa 


It  (olIowiM.ifUjr  the 

burg,  I  proecliod  ■  (oitrnt  •rnnon  U  Mn,  Wsl- 
■Do^,  woul  IhiTtT  mi1n  rnun  Clulubuitr,  in  whtch 
neighhourhocd  Mt.  "pV«id  hJH  «incB  nUbluhnl 
regulu  HfimH,  On  Tumday  niebi  I  renchad 
tlDiooIoiin.  l'*..aaaiD,iiHl  pn»ob«r  in  U»i  place. 
On  V/t6aetA*j  oitMninc  1  Kt  out  in  (he  tagf.  ■ud 
CUDS  ID  Aleundrii  bv  Lhe  nay  of  Hageniown, 
Frederick  Iowa,  tat  fliltimore.  In  Aleitndru, 
wllh  1IibIioi>  Maine,  t  Uicndol  (he  eutninsliun 

tiie  days,  il  Ih*  cancliialon  of  vitiirh  eieren  jouna 
men  urete  iitdaliiBd  dnacona.  I  Ihen  relnmed 
home,  and,  alter  (pending  a  few  weeki  there,  act 
(W<  III  a  ahorl  viailaliiia  la  Prince  WilUam  counly. 

I  Wat  much  (ratified  in  being  able  to  act  span  to 
Ibe  McloBPfe  wonhin  of  Aliiiighly  God  »  moel 
•icallDDI  building  at  Havmaikel,  wlui^ti  wia  ongi- 
nailjr  a  courthouae,  and  oad  been,  wiUiout  aitem' 

II  baa  been  iHCiillir  «ecar«l  bj  tha  bienda  of  the 
(^urcb,  iDii  ver)  n«tl}  aiid  ciimfDitiibl;  tiue4  up 
far  public  wonhip.  In  Ihu  place  I  waa  engaged, 
togelbet  witb  lhe  Rev.  Mr.  Alius,  ui  Ibe  perfarm- 
■nce  ol  religioua  aenicei  duimg  Ibe  Hib,  Hib.  and 
loth  of  Augual.  Our  ineetingt  were  lung  and  m- 
teriHiing,  and  calculated  to  mcuvtage  oar  hopes 
Ibat  good  waa  done.  Tbit  sacnment  waa  aduiin- 
ialered,  and  tluileeii  peiaoni  eonfinned.  In  Ibe 
■fternoon  of  the  Sabbath,  as  on  another  occaaion 
M  a  private  houae,  I  pri>ached  to  the  coloured  per- 
aons,  wbo  appeared  atlentite  anil  tbankliiL  On 
the  two  loilowmg  days  we  were  cngnced  in  aimi- 
tar  aervicea  at  DrenlaTille,  when  lour  penuoa 
were  conHrtdBd.     Tbeae  two  placea  aOord  a  fine 

Mr  SlaOEhter  ia  now  employed  "~  ""     " 


t  hooie  in  the  dncbarga  at  paroittil 
until  the  middle  of  Januarj,  vrhea.  in  ot* 
to  what  uipearad  id  m;  mind  a  call  bea 
nic«,  I  lelt  tl  U  be  m;  duly  to  aixeal  Oa 


uf  Chnat  ChoKh,  N , 

In  M  domg  I  dlatinctly  aMUd  to  the  asoe,  that  I 
eiHild  not  fot  a  noment  thmk  of  neglecim;  ani 
prrriinii  and  higher  obbgation  Ut  Ibe  dioceis.  and 
Ili*l  tiinx  and  trial  only  ciruld  decide  wbcibci  n 
bcprBCUcable  to  perform  my  dntiea  lo  itae  drorni 


>  charge,  I m 


iw  employed  m  it.    On  tt 
IS  called  upon  to  iierfann 


*rofonii 


Si:; 


On  the  Gnit  ereniog  1  reached  Fauquier  couii' 
hunse.  and  piescbed  that  iiighl.  On  the  foUowini 
evening  [  preachml  at  Culpepper  courtliouae,  and 

Bucseued  Ibe  next  day  to  Madiaon  courtfaoaae. 
are,  in  conipany  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter, 
Mr.  Lemon,  and  Mr.  Jones,  1  apeni  two  days,  and 
conwciaied  Ibe  new  church  ai  that  place.  On 
Monday  I  proceeded  to  Orange  courthouse,  where 
I  consecrated  a  new,  handsome,  and  most  cootc. 


neil  day  leached  Charlolieiville  in  time  to  attend 
the  very  larger  and  ruipectsble  aaiemUage  ot  dele. 
gales  from  all  pails  or  the  stale,  who  came  logntber 
in  order  to  consult  how  they  might  beat  promote 
an  object  which  I  know  to  be  dear  to  ywir  beaita, 
'  was  happy  10  meel  with  a  goodly  number  of  the 


laity  of  al 


imen  of  ei 


lions  TEsnIted  in  much  good,  and  that  the  temper- 
ance reformation  in  Virginia  receiYed  no  alight 
impulse  from  that  convention.  On  the  follovvmg 
Sunday  t  preached  at  Charlotleiville  to  a  very  full 
assembly  ;  on  the  neit  day  at  Walker'*  Churah, 
wlieie  seven  were  eonfinned.    On  Tuesday  night 

U reached  again  at  Orange  courthouse,  and  on 
uiaday  niglit  at  Wortenlon.     After  this  1  re- 


oat  Emmanuel  an 
•venly-Iuui  p«i- 


lat  the  graciooa  Hniles  ol 
Dacbaaled  to  the  people  ol 
lentiou  thu  on  Eastei-Sui; 
jns  were  added  lo  the  eon 
ccood  Monday  in  tbia  mm 
[inBnned,  with  a  view  lo  the 


place,  and  again  at  lhe  oidinatwn  of  Mr.  Stanlr, 
ttom  the  diocees  of  North  Carolina.  In  the  nunU 
of  March  1  accompanied  lhe  Rev.  Mr.  Maiiii,tht 
agent  of  mirTheological  Seminary,  and  our  bidk- 
ren,  the  Hev.  Meiars,  Henahaw  and  Johns,  fpni 
Maryland  to  Petersberg  ai  "  "    '  "  " 


beloved  M 
While  in  f 
the  latter  i 


lew  of 


(ilirmed  three  persons  m  St.  Jobn't  eburcL 
look  a  very  humtde  part  in  the  inieresliu 
igs  which  were  hefd  in  the  UonumeDli] 
h  for  the  benefit  of  our  seniiQary>  and  m  tbi 
ition  of  the  aimiTemry  of  the  Virginia  BlM 


ithieu  already  .  ._ 

'BB  of  Hatyland.  Their  labours  in  Norfolk 
rtburg.  and  Richmond,  will  long  be  remo' 
bered.  and  iheir  beneiicisl  eKcit,  1  tnial,  be  ja- 
'  I  teli.  On  my  way  to  the  ContenlHn  [ 
lirough  Charles  City,  where  I  prcachedk 
the  churches,  administeruig  the  Lortt 
Supper  each  time,  and  bapliiing  one  child,    Ql 


Bt  liibbBll 
B  requeaU 


C     _ 

.  inde  by  the  last  C 

lelauon  to  the  tracts  for  the  benelil 

and  lhe  discourse  on  the  (ubiect  of 

'     the  Rev.  Mr.  Lee  was  about  lo 

ikly  religious  paper  m  Richmond, 

to  present  Ibe  tracla  to  the  pDbll 

e,  through  the  i — -■ '  ■•^-  - 


place,  through  the  medinin  of  t^al 

anolher  fa 
purpose,  and  hope  they 


;bal  paper,  a 

republish  such  as  migbl  be  ili 
'-  ' ■—  ' I  have  a: 


of  pieces  for  tbi 

,  ,  .  .n  the  manner  recoa- 
let  Die  here  remind  mv  biethreotl 
laity,  thai,  with  such  a  ptessute  it 
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aio 


doty  resting  upon'ma,  and  such  long  absence  from 
fbe  place  of  my  rei»idence,  it  is  imposHible  that  I 
CM)  execute  so  impurtaut  a  trust  ais  this  without 
uiuch  assistance  Irom  them.  It  is  a  common 
concern,  and  will,  1  hojie,  interest  mauv  hearts 
and  engage  many  hands.  1  have  published,  ac- 
cocding  to  request,  the  sermon  on  teniperaiice. 
The  one  half-  of  tne  edition  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Conrention  of  the  dioccss,  and  the  other  half  for 
the  use  of  others  who  have  called  for  its  publica- 
tion. 

In  these  and  all  other  labours  of  love,  it  is  most 
gratifying  to  me  to  know  that  I  have  the  hearty 
co^>peration  of  so  many  beloved  brethren  and  es- 
teemed  laymen  of  our  church. 

May  the  Master  whom  we  serve  accept  and 
bless  our  poor  efforts,  and  make  them  instrumen- 
tal lo  his  glory,  is  the  prayer  of  vour  friend  and 
brother,  W.  Mbadk, 

Assistant  Bishop  of  Virginia. 

The  session  was  then  suspended,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  divine  service  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wilmer,  and  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bart- 
lett,  after  which  the  session  was  resumed. 

The  parochial  reports  having  been  received 
and  read,  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  pa- 
rochial reports. 

A  petition  from  certain  members  of  Kanawha 
parish,  praying  for  a  division  of  the  same  and  the 
organiiation  of  a  new  parish,  to  be  called  St. 
Mark's  parish,  Kanawha,  was  received  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Mann,  Rev.  Mr.  Lemon,  and  Mr.  Philip 
Nelson. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
above  petition  reported,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  is  reasonable,  and  that  they  have 
complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  canon  in 
such  cases  made  and  provided.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
be  granted. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned. 

Fkidit,  May  2S,  1835. 

The  CoDTention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
Bsent. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  were  read 
and  approved. 

The  foUowing  members  of  the  Convention, 
not  present  before,  appeared  and  took  their 
seats,  viz.  : — 

The  Rev.  Adam  Empie,  D.  D.,  rector  of 
Bruton  pariah,  Williamsburg. 

Doctor  J.  F.  Montgomery,  lay  delegate  from 
Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg. 

Thomas  Smith,  Esq.,  lay  delegate  from  Christ 
Church,  Fairfax  parish. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cobbs,  the  Con- 
reotion  went  into  the  election  of  a  standing 
committee,  and  the  Rev.  Reoel  Keith,  D.  D., 
Rev.  Charles  Mann,  Rev.  Charles  H.  Pag^i  John 
Graj,  Hugh  Nelson,  and  Thomas  N.  Burwell, 
Eaqra.,  were  duly  elected. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  G.  Jackson, 
Resolved,  That  in  future  the  Convention  will 
discoarage  the  informal  method  of  electing  a 
ttandinff  committee  pro  tem. 

The  Rev.  John  P.  M*Guire,  from  the  board 
of  managers  of  the  Theological  School,  made 
Ch*  loUowiqg  report,  which  was  acceptod. 


lUport  of  Uu  Board  of  Tnuteea  of  Ou  Thoologieai 
School  of  Virgima. 

In  presenting  their  report  to  the  Convention,  tho 
tmstees  have  again  to  begin  with  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  God  of  all  mercv,  for  tho 
kind  providence  and  fostering  care  still  so  gra- 
ciouslv  extended  to  the  institution  whose  interests 
have  been  committed  to  their  trust.  This  is  the 
fourteenth  snniversary  on  which  it  has  been  their 
duty  to  report  their  J>roceedings,  with  the  condi- 
tion and  prospects  of  this  invaluable  institution ; 
and  from  year  to  year,  both  justice  and  ffratitudo 
have  urged  them  to  confess  that  our  God  is  good, 
snd  his  mercy  eiMluretb  for  ever.  Nothing  but  hia 
special  favour  could  have  brought  your  seminary 
to  its  present  condition  of  increasing  prosperity 
snd  usefulness.  From  the  beginning  it  was  a 
work  of  faith,  as  well  as  a  labour  of  love.  With- 
out funds  or  other  worldly  resources  bearing  any 
comparison  to  its  wants,  the  commencement  of  ita 
career  was  indeed  a  day  of  small  things,  and  wo 
may  truly  say  it  lived  by  faiih.  If  its  friends  had 
acted  u|K>n  human  principl»f8,  or  been  governed  by 
human  probabilities,  long  since  would  the  wholo 
scheme  have  been  given  up.  But  by  God's  grace 
their  faith  failed  not,  and  now,  though  there  re- 
mains much  to  be  done,  yet  it  has  certainly  real- 
ized the  fondest  anticipations  of  its  most  devoted 
advocates.  Already  has  it  been  the  means  of  im- 
parting the  necessary  theological  education  to 
about  eightv-seven  young  men.  who  have  been 
clothed  with  the  ministerial  ofike,  and  through 
whose  labours  we  have  good  reason  to  believo 
that  there  will  be  gathcrra  into  the  kingdom  of 
God  many  precious  souls — souls  more  precious* 
far  more  valuable,  than  the  whole  material  uni- 
verse. On  the  seminary  hill  there  is  an  estsblisb- 
ment  sufficient  to  accommodate  two  professors 
and  their  families,  with  rooms  for  sixty  students, 
and  a  library.  There  is  likewise  an  invested 
fund  amounting  to  upwards  of  twenty  thousand 
debars ;  and  of  suhecnptions  yet  to  be  collected, 
part  in  two  and  three  years,  and  the  balance  iu 
four  and  five,  from  twelve  to  fourteen  thousand 
dol lars.  All  which  we  desire  to  record  to  the  glory 
of  God's  grace. 

Much  as  we  had  been  before  favoured,  the  peri- 
od embraced  by  the  presiiut  report  has  been  not 
less  distinffuished  by  the  divine  blessing.  On  tho 
Sunday  after  the  last  Convention,  one  of  the  stn* 
dents  was  ordained  in  Trinity  Church,  Staunton, 
by  the  Right  Reverend  the  Assistant  Bishop.  In 
the  month  of  July  last,  the  public  examination  of 
the  students  of  the  seminary  took  place.  Tho 
duties  of  that  occasion  commenced  on  Monday, 
the  7th,  and  continued  through  three  days,  one 
being  allowed  for  the  examination  of  each  class, 
and  the  whole  terminating  much  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  examiners.  On  Thursday,  the  iOth, 
eleven  of  those  examined  hsving  finished  the  ap- 
pointed course,  were  admitted  to  the  order  of  dea- 
cons by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore,  D.  D.,  in 
Christ  Church,  Alexandria.  At  a  subsequent  pe- 
riod three  others  were  admitted  to  the  ministry, 
making,  since  the  last  report,  fifteen  ordinations. 
A  goodly  proportion  of  these  are  now  labouhns  in 
this  diocess,  and  the  rest  have  either  retumea  to 
the  diocesses  from  which  they  came,  or  settled  in 
such  other  places  as  the  interests  of  religion  and 
the  church  seemed  to  require. 

In  the  past  yesr  our  fiinds  have  considerably 
increased,  and  are  now  in  a  more  prosperous  con- 
dition than  they  have  ever  been.  As  greatly  con- 
tributing to  this  imporuot  result,  we  must  refer 
to  the  very  useful  labours  of  our  general  agenu 
the  Rev.  Charles  Mann,  who  has  exerted  himself 
to  raise  a  fund  for  the  establishment  of  a  new 


I,  OM  uid  in,  bM  putieaki^  tba  B«i. 
nlud,  Ihi* boanl  pnMoM ''  --—-•■■---■-'-- 
1kmnt,t  Uw  am*  tiiDB, 

feeliui  tf  Uw  CODTCOlHB.       _-_ 

Kripdooa  flbuinad  bf  Hw  gHMnl  •CB>°^  vnib  ite 
■id  pM  naoMd,  eicced*  tueln  ihcn— nrt  doBua, 
■nd  ■  |i«t  of  it  tua  been  alrMdr  coltactad. 

Saea  Iba  hri  raporl  Iba  centra  building  hH 
baan  anctad,  at  ■  cot  of  aboal  •S/no,  and  ia  of 
mM  cooTaaiance  aod  Taloa.  Baaida  lifing  a 
liMtDtbewb^  ediSca,  which adda  |»atij  u 
KahMn;,  it  foniidiaak  Iwis  dtmng-racKn,  ovij 
■och  oaaM,  and  tmttn  loma  Ibi  iwdmU 

Daring  the  praaent  eaaaiaa  Ihinf-two  yomil 
■■■  h>*e  been  connaetad  with  the  aannnan-  Of 
thia  nombar  ax  have  left  it,  thrae  to  be  oroainad, 
■nd tliran at  Ibair own  raqoaat.  Twoof  Ibaaalaal 
will  pnbablj  retnra  MBin>  and  the  Ifciid  nueoa 
kiaitwUMiapriTate.  Of Iboir caodoct  and  piof- 
**aa  Baaanllj,  tba  wcfteaoia  apaBk  a  the  nwat 

..■-. Th«»»u»leouia«crfrtodjhaa 


_    looriw  pi    . 
ia  worthrof  apecMl  DMica,  u  wdl  M  (rf  |t 


nDOOf  the  foonc  dmhi.     Tbe 

worio  aeemtobain  i  roeaanra 

trut  that  tb*  graU  Ha«l  el 


mand^  tf  w*  an  than  H*  TCI  B . 

^e^dadtelhiBMbooiaf  tfaeian^ataT  Ucn- 
not  be :  we  an  Bol  dbpiMd  to  lAd  M  tair 
opcB  the  HiBnil  aanae  ulcbuiqr  c€  Ao^CMataa 


-^ Wiihfnai 

ccnfidenc*.  tbanfae,  wa  apin  mvil  to  oar  tntd 
Eriwida,  and  all  who  Ion  the  Lord  Jeeoa  CbriM  it 
alDcerit*,  fcr  their  cwrtiiPMil  |iimjw  to  OBTtefaalC 
and  aoch  pecaniBiTuda8,bTOod^blaawB|,thM 
majbeanaUedloaflbid.  Wa^kmoTtabrlhl 
tatvi*,  hawngao  li      "  ...-._ 

whatmr  the  dnvefc  la  bonnd  t« 

do.    But  — cfc  ithm  wbiri  _.. 

that  in  Imt  mpanaftilitiaaMd  dalia*  h>  li  m 

di?iAialat 


■od  dmdMdqr.',   Let  thoa*. 
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&  imambat  tta  poor  widows  two  miteLaad 
illow  bet  exaivle.  !■  all  iat  than  ba  •  wiDai 
lind,  and  the  &w  May  aocn  anl**  whan  IbMi 
rertowmg  UbanUtj  OMt  bo  enaaud. «  Ah  if 
leJewawaa:  "Tbepeoplabrinf  BMchaanlfe^ 


th«Jewawaa:'*TbepaoBlahrinffBMchBanlbH 
MMlh  ibr  the  aer*£aVlha  wok  wUiA  Ite 
Loid  etnunaiided."  Do  not  psmit  tha  aocaaai 
at  the  paat  jaat-  to  make  Dpoa  anjr  tha  inpfeMOB 
that  tbe  woik  i»  finialied,  md  thair  aid  no  lauM 
requoed.  A  lew  nace  Tucnoa  aiarticBe,  andiba 
work  will  be  fioHbad.  U»j  au  0«d  ba«M  Hm 
bleaaed  comammatid. 
Alt  which  ia  le^wctfnlly  aabmlHod  bf  thetitta- 

Tba  bouie  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  daj, 

r  Theoloeical    Seminiry  '  unendmenti  to  the  coniblauan  aod  caoou  of 
rilriilnMl  tofiil  Ihe  heart  ;  the  cKutch. 

.   .,.  rimithbnghll       On  molion  of  Its  Rer.  Mr.  Mann,  the  foUow- 

hopea  for  the  fuiuro,     Paat  eipenence  with  re- 1  ing  amendmenl  lo  Uie  fir»l  article  of  the  coo-     ■ 

--*■-■  'ji  teachea  UB  wli»l  Ihe  church  of     .muiion,  which  wm  propoied  and  adopted  at  Uu 

iveution,  and  laid  oier  for  (be  ratilica- 

I  tion  or  tejEctioa  of  Ihia  Convention,  waa  taken 

I  ap,  *ii  ;  the  addttioa  10  tbe  end  of  the  inicle  of 

H  of  Ihii '  'be  fallowtng  worda  ^ 


toOod,! 
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npiacialad, 

Iba  ehorcfa 

Ihini  of  that  km  which  bioagbl  him 

7!^y  c*S?!__ . 

SoewtT  for  fonirn  aerrice,  Uid  Oibeia  ban  detei- 
»  "our  1 

llcalc 

e  pieaent.  and  cheer 

fuiun.     Paat  eipen 

tan)  to  it  clenrly  teachea  ua  what  the  church  of 

God  bu  learned  in  every  age  ;  (hat  lie  wort  of 

bith  ia  neTei  in  lain  in  tbe  Lcffd.     '■  ■"- 

time  t(  iitgei  ui  to  attempt  much  i 
not  deiire  gieal  thinga  for  ouraaliea 
attempt  great  tbinga  upon  the  pn:     , 

world.     Thera  n  cerlauily  ground  (or  ot        

lar  eelabllshmenta  to  occupy  a  lumt  beyond  which 

thai  we  bate  not  reached  Ihst  point:  nay,  it  ii 
eliJI  far  out  of  ilghl.  and  a  Taet  labour  remaina  for 
OB  to  petfomi.  We  ire  not  yel  prepared  lo  aup- 
port  a  third  profeaaor  at  all  comloTUbiy  :  indeed, 
we  could  not  iiippon  eien  two,  without  tbe  pow- 
erful Bidof  Ihal  feitbfuL  friend,  "The  Society  for 
Educating  Voung  Men  (or  the  miniatry  ol  the 
Proteatant  EpiacopsJ  Church."  Our  libiaryiayet 
Tery  iniperfBcl :  wo  require  more  buildinga.  and 
many  other  Ihinga  are  needed  lo  meei  all  our 
wanu.  Other  inatituiiona,  fonnded  for  the  (ante 
aJt-impoTtant  and  bleaaed  purpaae*  with  our  own, 
haie  been  richly  endowed  at  one  aingls  eflbtl  of 
•oma  noble,  generous,  and  Chriatian  apirtl :  hun- 
dnda  oC  Ihouaand*  of  doUara  haw  from  lime  to 
tmw  been  given  to  then  ;  baildinga,  finiahed  and  :  debate . 
Aimiahed  complele.  hcTe  been  ptorided  for  thoit  I  hia  dec 
"**  '  *«?  •'?fl>'""''y  ""ne  indindud,  laigely  po«-    of  the 


the  Com 


a  ihl 


hi*  diacretioo.' 
On  motion  of  the  Her.  Mr.  Dreaasr,  Reialt- 
ed.  That  the  further  conaideralion  of  Ibiaanicla 
be  poBtponed  nntil  after  the  cooaideraLion  of  lb« 
remaining  articlea  of  the  amended  conatiiutioi. 
A  receaa  of  the  CouTention  then  occorred.io 
attend  diiine  aerrice  by  the  Ref.  Mr.  Baitlelk 
and  e  aermon  by  the  Re*.  Adam  Empie,  D  D. 
After    aerrice.  On  molioa  af   tbe  Ref.  Dr. 
Keith,  ihe  following  additional  rule  of  order  wat 
adopted.     "  All  queationa  of  order  (hall  be  de- 
cided in  Ihe  first  inatanca  by  the  chair  wilboul 
«al,  howeier,  may  be  made  fnna 
the  ConTentiim,  by  any  meailwi 


,     ^  a'a  foods,  rememiwrs'lhem  in  I  ' 

the  final  dianitioo  of  hia  propsny ;  so  inieal- 1  , 
SHr'.'^v"?'  "J"*"  "n?"'"'.'"'  through  i  ' 


*o  man ;  ard  not,  aa  too  manr  do,  leaTing 
•UdB  lo  be  tfmt  hy  tbe  biwiuf  lotly  aod  i 
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to  whom  tho  nlijoct  of  tbe  reTision  D.  D.^  ThoniM  Jockton,  WiUkm  G.  JtduKm, 
of  the  conttitQtion  and  canons  had  been  refer-  William  H.  Mitchell,  Alexander  Nonia,  Geoigo 
red  bj  a  previous  Convention,  was  amended  by  W.  Nelson,  Charles  H.  Page,  F.  G.  Smith,  J. 
atiikiiig  out  the  words,  "(tr  if  there  be  no  ves-  P.  B.  Wilmer,  and  John  H.  Wingfield — 11. 
txy,  by  ai  least  twelve  persons  who  may  with  Noes — Rt.  Rev.  William  Meade,  D.  D.,  Rer. 
propriety  be  considered  as  members  of  the  Proi^  Ephraim  Adams,  George  Adie,  P.  F.  Berkeley, 
eetant  Episcopal  Church  duly  notified  :  and  the  William  V.  Bowers,  Nicholas  H.  Cobbs,  Charles 
election  shall  be  certified  by  at  least  five  mem-  B.  Dana,  Charles  Dresser,  William  Friend,  John 
ben  of  this  church.'*  Grammer,  Willian  G.  H.  Jones,  Reuel  Keith, 
On  motion  of  the  Rev.  William  F.  Lee,  the  D.  D.,  Archibald  H.  Lamon,  William  F.  Lee, 
■ame  article  was  farther  amended,  by  adding  George  Lemon,  Charles  Mann,  Edward  C. 
after  the  words  **  ex-ofilcio," — *'  no  person  un-  M'Guire,  John  P.  M*Gaire,  William  Steele, 
der  ecclesiasiical  censure  or  process  shall  be  en-  Philip  Slaughter,  Charles  C.  Taliaferro,  Will- 
titled  to  a  seat  in  the  Convention.**  iam  N.  Ward,  D.  M.  Wharton,  George  Wood- 
It  waa  moved  by  the  Hon.  Hugh  Nelson,  that  bridge,  and  John  W.  Woodville — 25. 
the  second  article  of  the  constitution  terminate  Ayes — Messrs.  Walter  Coles,  Edmund  Fon- 
with  the  word  "  ministers,"  in  the  third  line  taine,  John  Gray,  J.  F.  Montgomery,  Hugh 
from  the  end  of  the  same,  which  waa  decided  in  Nelson,  B.  H.  Randolph,  and  Thomas  Smith— 7. 
the  negative.  Noes — Messrs.  Thomas  Atkinson,  Hilary  Ba- 
it waa  then  moved  by  the  same,  and  second-  ker,  Upton  Beall,  James  M.  Bell,  jon.,  Thomas 
ad  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Empie,  to  strike  out  the  T.  Bouldin,  Alexander  Brown,  Thomas  N.  Bur- 
Isst  proviso  of  the  second  article  of  the  consti-  well,  Junius  A.  Clay,  Thomaa  G.  Coleman, 
tntioQ — in  these  words,  "  provided  also,  that  in  Charles  R.  Gibbs,  Thurmer  Ho^gard,  Abram  B. 
ereiy  case,  the  delegate  or  delegates  shall  be  Hooe,  Thomas  L.  Latane,  Philip  Nelson,  John 
commonicaota  in  the  church."  Nelson,  Nelson  Sale,  Henry  B.  Streshly,  Rich- 
Mr.  Thomaa  Smith  proposed  to  amend  the  ard  Walke,  David  M.  Walke,  William  M.  Wal- 
amendment  by  inserting  the  word  '*  practicable"  ler,  and  Seth  Ward — 21. 
before  the  word  '*  case"  in  the  last  line  but  one.        The  second  article,  as  amended,  was  then 

But,  before  these  propositions  were   acted  adopted. 
m>on,  the  Convention  adjourned  until  4  o*clock       The  third  article  was,  on  motion  of  the  Rev. 

r.  M.  Mr.  Grammer,  amended,  by  changing  the  word 

Fbiday  Ar««Moo!C.  1*  •>*''.  »;^  ^«  ^o"^  **  twelve"  in  both  instances 

by  Mr.  Smith  to  the  second  article  of  the  revi-       -^u^  ,  amendment 

»dcoi»tituuon  WM  re.umed  and  cODtmued.  On  motion  of  the  Rot.  Mr.  Lm.  the  nxth 

The  quecuon  being  Mken  on  concurring  in  ^  ,  ._„jed  bv  inBertimTXr  the  word 

id unendment,  t wu decided  in  the  negative.  ^"'  *""  amended  bv ineerting  «««»« woi* 

On  motion  of  the  Re».  Mr.  GrammS^  the  ^^   T'  .    ?^  •.',    "  "^  "^ 

farther  consideration  of  the  other  amendment  "f.  ^^  *^  "^'"'^  "°?^"b:"   ^v"^ 

«^^  -.^.^-^    J       .1   4  an  article  was,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Emnie. 

I^«.r^E?    K-  K^K*^  ^<>:'°<>"o^  «>?"""«'  ^'  »  further  amended,  by  striking  out  the  words.  ^ 

o'clock ;  to  which  hour  the  Convention,  on  mo-  ^^^^  ^.  ,    ™.«  tK;wir  ^«,Jtiio»t  »♦  m^A  ;»I1**;^« 

tion.  then  sdjourned.  ?^f "  " ,  u     ^  u        !?Pf     ^  n    »  "'•^"« 

■own,  Mjou  aujuurueu.  ^^  j^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  annually." 

SATuanAY,  May  23,  1835.  And,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dresser,  the 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to   adjourn-  same  article  was  further  amended,  by  strikin^f 

ment,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rt.  out  the  last  sentence,  as  follows :  ^  Wheneverit 

Rer.  Bishop  Meade.   .  shall  be  necessary  for  the  bishop  to  Tisit  any 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  were  read  part  of  this  diocess,  he  shall  be  authorized  to 

and  approved.  call  a  clergyman  from  any  part  of  the  diocess  to 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  supply  his  place  in  the  duties  of  his  parochial 

of  the  amendment  to  the  second  article  of  the  charge,  for  not  more  than  two  Sundays,"  and, 

roYised  constitution,  which  proposed  to  strike  as  thus  amended,  was  adopted. 
oat  the  laat  proviso  in  the  same.  The  seventh  article  was,  on  motion  of  tho 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  John  Grammer,  Re-  Rev.  Mr.  Lee,  amended,  by  inserting  after  the 

solved.  That  the  question  be  taken  by  orders,  word  "  next,"  in  the  fourth  line,  the  words,  **  an- 

and  that  the  ayes  and  noes  be  recorded.  nual  Convention  or  until  the  next,**  so  as  to  read, 

The  Rev.  William  G.  H.  Jones  moved  a  call  "  who  shall  contmue  in  office  until  the  next  an- 

of  the  house,  which  was  ordered.  nual  Convention,  or  until  the  next  election  of  m 

Col.  Samuel  H.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Daniel  Gar-  president,"  and,  as  thus  amended,  was  adopted, 
land  were  excused  from  voting  on  this  ques-       The  eighth  and  ninth  articlea  were  adopted 

tion;    and    Dr.  J.   F.  Montgomery  explained  without  amendment. 

the  vote  which  he  should  ffive  as  in  accordance        On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lee,  the  tendi 

with  the  views  of  the  parish  which  he  represent-  article  was  amended  by  inserting  in  the  thiid 

ed,  but  not  with  his  own.  line  the  words,  "  who  shall  be  communicants 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  prop-  of  the  church  in  the  diocess,**  after  the  words 

osition  to  strike  out  as  above,  and  decided  m  **  lay  order,'*  and,  aa  thus  amended,  was  adopted, 
the  negative  by  the  following  vote  : —  The  eleventh  article  was  adopted  wiuiovit 

Ayes— Rev.  Hobart  M .  Bartlett,  Adam  Empie,  amendment. 

X 


CONVENTION  OF  11 


1 


>  ilcrnl,  thill  Iw  iF>l«l  SI 


I,  bv  ■ubsiituiiDc   in  lloB  ol 
mlk  uticle  of  ihi  pmenl  c 


Thg  Bnl  ■rticl;.  u  app 
Contenlkm.  wm  ujopled. 

tiHKNi,  w  (bins  uanided. 


I.Mr. 


Ited  oT  b)  the  lut 

id.  Thai  lh(  coDtti- 

lOQ  Iheiecn. 

WM  poclponed 
BDtil  Uie  next  t^onrention. 

The  Ktv  Mr  Page,  from  lh«  commilKo  ott 
thxpiKOpalfunil.  made  the  foUawuig  npoit : — 

The  chaimun  o(  lb«  comniiltce  uyoa  Ibe  atste 
ol  (he  iip»on|ji]  luni  repun*,  from  Ibe  unl;  doc- 
ument to  which  they  have  had  acccn.  that  4lace 
the  Laet  report  then  have  beeo  added  to  the  bank- 
— atock  in  Ihe  Fotmen'  Bank  two  sham  at  Ihil 
bank,  and  one  ahire  uf  the  Bank  of  Potomac. 
The  number  of  sharva  held  In  Ihe  Farmen'  Bank 
1«  Dinni]r,  He  alio  furlliBt  leporti.  Ibal  the  troa- 
Uea  have  to  thni  credit  in  Ihe  rannen'  Bank 
ana  huodied  and  founwn  dollars,  whieb  they  Bi- 
pact  to  ia<al  la  the  ttock  of  thu  bank. 

Cl<*«LIa  H-  P.0«. 

On  matinn  of  Ihe  Ret.  Mi.  Cobba,  the  fol- 


Whcreaa  Ihi-  Contenlion  have   heard  with 

Uie  Virginia  Bible  Soriety  to  rouae  the  whole 
Chriitian  world  to  an  effort  [in  depenilance  on 
Divme  aaaiatuice)  to  pUce  the  Bible  in  eretjr 
acceaaible  reading  famil;  on  earth  within  a 
deSuIe  period  ;  ind  haie  witaeaied  wilh  equal 
aaliifaclion  Ihe  general  acceptance  wilh  «hich 
lh»  enlerpriae  baa  been  receiied,  and  the  cor- 
diihly  wilh  which  il  hai  been  ihu*  far  lualam- 
•d  bv  the  churchea  under  theii  core  : 

Resolved,  Thai  thcj  do  moal  heartily  renew 
Ihe  recommcndalioD  given  b;  Ihcm  In  1833,  of 
the  objecta  of  ihe  sociely,  to  all  the  churchea 
under  their  care;  recommending  to  Ibem   lo 

generoui  conlnbuUon,  and  by  tvety  proper  ei- 
•Ttion  of  their  influence. 

Rceolved,  Thai  Ihey  recommend  the  Rev. 
Wm.  M.  Atkinaon,  Ibe  general  agent  of  the 
society,  to  the  aupport  of  ihe  churchea  of  Ihia 
dioceia.  in  the  execution  of  Ihe  important  duliea 
wilh  which  he  la  charged, 

Reeolved,  That  lhi>  Convention  do  moat  COT- 

diaJI^  recommend  Ihe  objecta  of  the  Virginia 

Bible  Socielif.  referred  to   in  Ihe  preamble,  to 

the  anpport  ol  all  Proleitsnl  Episcopaliana  in 

<he  United  Slalee,  and  thioughoul  the  world. 

^The  Re\.  Mr.  Mann,  from  Ihe  committee  on 

^gt  McounCa  of  Ihe  tieaauret  of  the  lociety  for 

^P*  telief  of  widowa  and  otphan*  of  clergymen 


in  the  Pmteataat  EpiKOplI  Cbrndi,  Bade  ita   i 
rollowiag  Hporv  which  w  *  ' 

Tbe  oomnuUM  on  Ibe  tccount)  of  (he  Ir 
Drar  o/thtfeociely  for  the  tctief  of  Ibe  widowi 
orphuu  a(  etrrsj">en  m  the  Prolvrtant  Ep^__      , 
pal  Church,  brc  leJie  lo  report,  thai  they  tmf* 

■  .L ..J  £_..  ..  „  ,11  „-iat^  J 

'tuch  have  Im*-  1 


of  ihelnw-4 
:  widows  M^  T 
Dint  £[«(»-   \ 


\  and  find  il 


Igfure 


"'."bru".^ 


FalGOMl    ] 


beeo  toal  by  the  bilure 
Aleiandna  ;  and  Ibal  Ibere  remains  the  very  im- 
paitanlaam  of  ^8.104  96.  yieldhi(  an  aimual  m- 
couia  (■(  aboat  9400.  Tbere  are  bul  Iwo  tuom- 
Uut*.  whoae  claiDif  together  do  not  anwDai  to 
more  Uud  146  per  aiuuiiii,  letning  n  balance  in 
faionr  of  Ibe  eociely'a  uuiual  income  of  upwaidi 
of  93M.    Coold  Ihe  lunun]  coniributiona  ideteu 


ijonlj  ol 


clergy  b 

'aae.  there  wouia  soon  ne  ac- 
nply  aufficienl  lo  aecore  lb* 


cumnlaled  a  fiii^ 

anda  of  thia  beDe*um»  ••bju>umii,  auu  HiiHiH 
malerully  m  Ihe  lUpport  of  the  iDdi^eat  familiea 
of  deceued  miniMera.  But,  in  the  pmeal  alala 
of  the  aocien,  fe«  of  Ibe  clergy  can  be  indaced 
to  conii«cl  Ihemsclves  with  il,  from  a  coonctiaa 
that  no  fiinda  can  be  anlGcHnttly  aecure  which 
are  lefl  In  the  hands  of  an  iudividoet,  however 
iruatwartby,  who  is  njapomible  to  no  body  (*pa- 
ble  in  law  of  enforcing  a  claim  a^ainat  him.  The 
fict  uClhia  uawillmiuea*  led  Hits  chainnan  of  thia 
conuniilee,  iI  Ihe  ImI  meeiing  of  Ihe  Con'mlun, 
10  recommend  a  corrtepondc ace  wilh  theaocielr 
UKor^wrated  in  Huylind  for  ajmuar  objecta.  witli 
a  view  of  aKWtaioing  whether,  (biougb  their 
agency,  greater  aecuniy  could  be  given  lo  Ihe 
fundi,  and  gieiier  confidence  in  their  peniuoea- 
cy.  Thia  conespDDdence  haa  been  entered  into, 
and  theie  ii  reawn  to  belicKe  ill  Ihe  objnct  K  had 


Reaolvcd.  Thai  the  stani 
thii  dioceaa  be  requeated  to  inqnire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  oblaining  an  act  of  mcorporaCioB 
from  the  legialaluie  of  Virginia,  and.  in  the 
event  of  fatting  in  that  object,  of  connecting  the 
■ocieiy  of  this  diocest  for  the  relief  of  widoira 
and  orjihana  of  deceaied  clerf^raen  of  die  Pxit- 
cBiani  Episcopal  Charch.  with  the  locieiy,  at- 
coijioialal  for  ihe  aame  purpoee.  in  the  diocew 
of  Maryland.  And  if  the  lenna  offered  by  llM 
■ocieiy  be  such  as  said  commitiee  approve,  ihU 
thuy  be  auihonied  lo  tiansfet  iho  fundi  of  iha 
socieiv  to  the  lieasurer  of  thai  inslilution,  la 
fiirth  (n  tiu 


tnial  for  the  putpoies  i 
n  of  the  society  of  Ihie 

'  oipbinsofdeceaHdclergy- 
nt  Ep-    ---■  "'--     ' 


lelief  of  wid< 

of  ihe  Protesuut  Episcopal  Chnrch. 

The/ufuh  an  t  fdiout  .-— 
iharetof  Farmera'  Hank,  Alei^ 
dria,  Ktock,  al  par,  -         -  t6.SM  DO 

area  of  Alexandria  Bank  alock, 


Canied  forward. 
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Brought  forward,  $5,650  00 

1  thare  Bank  of  Virginia  stock,  at 

p«r, 100  00 

Note  and  bond,  bearing  interest  of  6 

jwrcent.,  ....    2,200  00 

Csiah  on  hand,       -        -        -        -        154  96 


$8,104  96 


The  Re?.  IMward  C.  M*Gnire,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  church,  made  the  fol- 
fewing  report  :— 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church  beg 
leaTO  to  present  the  following  report : — 

Having  availed  themselTes  of  all  the  sources  of 
infonnation  within  their  reach,  the  committee 
ieel  themselTes  aatborized  in  congratulating  their 
brethren  on  the  favourable  aspect  presented  by 
tlie  eharch  in  this  diocess.  The  xealous  devo- 
tion to  tbeir  duties  evinced  by  the  clergv,  and 
hearty  co-operation  of  the  laity  in  every  gora  work, 
fiimish  pleasing  topics  of  grateful  contemplation, 
and  the  sure  pled^  of  increasing  strength  and 
abounding  prospenty  to  our  Zion.  The  religion 
of  the  Saviour  is  one  of  metms ;  and  in  Uieir 
luthful  employment  the  most  excellent  results 
may  be  expected  as  the  heaven-ordained  fruit 
As  he  who  sows  his  fields  may  fairly  calculate 
that  his  labour  will  not  be  in  vain,  so  the  eiSbrts 
expended  on  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  will  surely 
be  crowned  in  the  end  with  the  richest  success. 

In  this  allusion  to  encouraging  appearances  in 
the  state  of  the  diocess,  the  progress  of  the  in- 
visible church  is  not  specially  contemplated,  for, 
we  must  say,  there  is  not  before  us  the  evidence 
of  any  very  signal  increase  in  this  respect.  We 
rater  more  particularly  to  the  general  growth  of 
the  church — the  extension  of  her  boraers — the 
erecticm  of  church  edifices — the  appearances  of 
enerry  among  her  members — all  mdicating  a 
healthy  action  throughout  the  whole  system.  In 
these  things  we  see  the  ordained  means  of  pre- 
serving the  &ith  in  its  purity,  and  of  securing  to 
the  church  that  divinely-promised  blessing  which 
shall  keep  alive  upon  tier  altars  the  vestal  fires  of 
true  religion,  and  perpetuate  her,  as  its  consecra- 
ted nursery,  to  the  remotest  periods  of  time. 

The  general  attention  which  is  given  to  the 
religious  tuition  of  youth  by  Suiraay  Schools 
and  Bible  ciassM,  connectmg  information  on  the 
distinctive  principles  of  the  church  with  the 
higher  illuminations  of  scriptural  knowledge,  sup- 
l^ies  a  ground  of  pleasing  reflection  in  anticipation 
of  thooe  substantial  fruits  which  have,  in  every 
age  of  the  church,  attended  well  directed  and 
■ustaioed  catechetical  instruction. 

There  is  much  to  gratify  the  Christian  bosom 
in  the  increased  regara  which  has  been  recently 
extmided  by  the  church  to  the  spiritual  necessities 
of  our  coloured  populatiou.  Of  late  vears,  they 
have  shared  more  largely  the  pastoral  attentions 
of  the  cleri^  than  at  any  former  period.  In  more 
frequent  nunisterial  labours  among  them,  the  l)est 
influences  have  been  exerted  in  their  behalf- 
such  aa  have  already  been  marked  by  decidedly 
salutary  results.  It  is  hoped  that  nunisters  and 
masters  will  foster  a  ^wing  sense  of  their  re- 
sponsibilities on  this  point,  and  duly  consider  the 
words  of  Christ,  in  all  their  comprehensiveness 
and  divine  authority,  when  he  said,  **  Feed  my 
sheep.** 

Your  committee  concur  in  the  recommendation 
•manating  from  the  venerable  senior  bishop,  re- 
■purting  the  svstem  of  **  weekly  offerings"  in  aid 
01  a  fBiid  for  the  rriitl  of  oar  miant  and  wvaker 

XS 


I  parishes.  Regarding  this  measure  as  one  of  tried 
excellence,  we  commend  it  as  evidently  calcula- 
ted to  produce  important  practical  results  to  tiie 
church,  without  proving  a  sensible  inconvenience 
to  her  friends.  A  small  weekly  sum  given  by 
many  individuals,  will  in  the  agffregate  form  an 
imposing  revenue,  not  felt  by  the  contributors, 
while  immense  good  is  effected  by  its  ultimate 
judicious  appropriation. 

The  Convention  recollect  the  recommendation 
of  the  Virginia  Prayer- Book  and  Tract  Society, 
by  the  same  respected  authority.  Your  commit- 
tee would  add  their  efforts  to  bring  this  matter 
distinctly  before  the  church.  The  importance  of 
circulatmg  the  praver-book  and  suitable  reli- 
gious tracts  through  the  diocess  is  well  under- 
stood, and  we  know  of  no  plan  better  calculated 
to  effect  this  desirable  end  than  the  one  just  re- 
ferred to.  This  society  invites  the  formation  of 
auxiliaries,  and  offers  important  advantage  to 
them.  A  resolution  of  the  society  proposmjg  to 
furnish  the  prayer-book  at  half  price  to  all  those 
congregati<His  in  which  collections  might  be 
taken  up  in  aid  of  its  funds,  is  imbodied  in  the 
bishop's  address,  and  certainlv  presents  induce- 
ments which  are  entitled  to  the  consideration  of 
the  church. 

The  committee  have  concurred  in  recommend- 
ing a  measure  to  the  Convention,  whose  adoption 
they  deem  of  considerable  importance.  The  refer- 
ence is  to  a  principle  regulating  the  annual  Con- 
ventions, in  regard  to  the  place  of  meetmg.  Much 
inconvenience  has  been  experienced  under  pres- 
ent circumstances  in  unnecessary  consumption 
of  time,  by  protracted  and  sometimes  unedifying 
debate,  growing  out  of  various  and  conflicting 
views  snd  wishes  on  this  point.  By  fixing  per- 
manently the  places  of  meeting,  with  a  due  re^ud 
to  the  reasonable  claims  of  all  sections  of  the  dio- 
cess, and  to  a  proper  alternation  between  the  up- 
per and  lower  districts  of  the  state,  it  is  believed 
that  much  would  be  done  towards  satisfying  the 
minds  of  individuals,  and  removing  temptations  to 
undue  anxiety  and  unseemly  exertions  in  diverting 
the  Convention  from  its  proper  routine  of  impar- 
tial annual  migration.  In  conformity  with  these 
views,  the  following  towns  are  named  as  suitable 
places  for  the  future  meetings  of  the  Convention, 
and  in  the  order  of  their  enumeration,  vix. : — 
Fredericksburg,  Petersburg,  Winchester,  Rich- 
mond, Charlottesville,  Alexandria,  Staunton,  Nor- 
folk, and  Lynchburg. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Edward  C.  M'Guiac,  Chairman. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dresser,  the 
names  of  Richmond  and  Norfolk,  in  the  laat 
paragraph,  were  transposed,  and  the  report  was 
accepted. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Wingfield,  from  the  committee 
on  parochial  reports,  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  accepted  : — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
parochial  reports,  having  discharged  the  duty  as- 
signed them,  herewith  return  the  same,  to  be  en- 
tered on  the  journal.  They  have  also  prepared 
an  abstract,  showing  at  one  view  the  state  of  the 
church  in  those  parishes  from  which  reports  have 
been  received,  it  is,  however,  very  imperfect,  in 
consequence  of  the  neglect  of  clergymen  to  draw 
up  their  reports  according  to  the  prescribed  form. 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  last  Con- 
vention, they  herewith  furnish  a  list  of  thoee 
clergymen,  having  care  of  souls,  from  whom  no 
reports  have  been  received,  viz. :— Rev.  C.  W. 
Andrews,  WiUiam  Aimstcoog,  Ebeneier  Bofdan, 


,   Two 


Vuk  L.  Cbervr*.  Join*  Clqihim,  John  Cole, 
William  M  Juliwin.  A   Jodh,  and  Jacob  Keel- 
tu.    Suned  b*  oidat  of  the  coRunillec- 
^  J.  U.  W,(.on«LD,  Chainnan. 

Muniiment*!  Chuich,  Richmond.  H.C.  Moore, 
imtur—cununuaieaiiU  one  hundird  and  nghlj — 
bapuanva.  Uina  adulu.  fortT-faui  children,  loUl 
tany-^in.  Sandtj  erbool  u  m  a  tet;  promw' 
Int  condiuon,  anc!  "vaij  pnw  On  [he  giwund  floor 

Ala  nnanl  imwllnt  tii  th*  MonunwnUl  Chutcb , 
■pwarda  of  ti^UUO  wan  (UlwcrlbH),  chlefl;  bf 
(ongmgauon,  lot  1  ho  Theological  Scmma 
acbolaiahlpa  have  been  rormed  hj  lUDdry  uhi.iu- 
tuJa  for  •dDUIing  runatmen  foi  Ibe  holy  miiua- 
ITfi  and  9100  conUibutHltiirlheuiDlurTiociely 
fertbaaame. 

A  collaaumi  haa  bMn  lakm  gp  [o  aid  the  tiiada 
S(  Iha  PiBfei-llaali  and  Tract  SncielT ;  and  an- 
OOwt  In  (avour  ol  Ihs  Virginia  Bible  Society. 
0>II*cUoa*  alao  taaie  been  mads  to  pnniotfl  ihe 

8*WB(  School,  the  laU  of  which  haa  tecenily 
tMn  wntiliihrl  for  the  beuefii  o(  pom  childnto. 

nMD  feM  bacQ  tbia  year  an  incnaw  in  ilie  con- 
MllllilWIIIIlllUll  II  J  1"  I  Ij  Threeclaasea 
bmbeBBlonnsd  foe  Iluilicil  iimiruc  tun,  which 
IWoltmi  Domber  ihout  one  hiindnd. 

Chnal  Church,  Noitolk.  Ehtabalh  Ri>er  j 


CONVBNTION  OP 

worki,    Tbp 


The  I 


thai  uiuDUBua]  Hrioumeaawat  taking 

of  the  minda  uf  a  coaaiderable  number  oi  du  near- 

«■.    Thia  was  p^t'T  mcieaaed,  uk)  in  many  in- 

daeply-inlenating  aerriceK.  which  were  peirormed 

ditnng  tin  oi  aii  gucceMTa  data  in  tbe  latter 
pan  of  March.  At  that  luiK  the  Aflr,  Hi.  Huin, 
Kcompanivd  bv  two  eHieemed  biethjen  from 
Ballinuire,  the  Kev.  Mc»n.  Heiiihaw  and  Johns, 
paid  a  TiBiI  to  Norfulk,  with  the  iiew  of  making 
collrclions  for  out  ThBological  Semmnii'  at  Altai- 
andtla.  The  rpclor  aTajiinl  huOMlf  u(  Ibis  oppor- 
loniiy  ID  have  froqueiii  religiova  Hrvicea,  with  a 
yiew  to  the  (piritual  intermii  of  hii  congregation. 
In  this  he  waa  coidially  >iip ported  by  the  Rev.  Mr 
Boyden.  muualer  of  lit.  Paul'i  Church,  and  the 
Bei.  Mr.  WtneGeld,of  Portsmooth.whoae  congre- 
IBiiona  ahared  in  the  lenicei. 

Biahop  Moore  alao  came  down  from  Richmond, 
■nd  lent  lu  moch  afTecliomite  aid.     Oar  •rivicee 

dad  between  the  three  congregationa.  Alanenrly 
hour  of  Ihe  morning  a  goodly  number  met  togeth- 
er with  Ihe  minisivra  in  one  of  the  chuichee.  utd. 
■e  prepared  for  Ibe  large 


MHmblies  at  the  ht 


t,  beiiclet  Ihe  preyei 


.vera  and  hymni 
Mivererf,  well  en 


sulated  to  make  them  inlereiling  and  pmliiable. 
rhe  aenoona,  aleo,  in  Ihe  aller  port  ol  thedny, 

lortationa.  An  uilereai  proportioned  to  the  Keal 
Ifid  Bonnd  judgment  which  were  pul  forth  on  the 
Muuion  was  aoon  awsltened,  aiul    ' — ■■  ■- 


p  pres 


f  the  I 


rell  ipJeaaed,  imd  hoped  for  iht  .._ 
of  them.     The  ftuiti  thereof  h>*e 


the  minnier,  after  much 
|>ueeci  from  denth  uiilo 


public  ptofeMi 

ipe  that  .hoy  hnve 
ho;  nppear  delet- 


i  pacohai  pcDple,  lealoua  of  good 


worki.    The  moal  happy  enect  aMnw 
been  prolacetl  upon  the  o)d  pnrfeaaon 

— Ule  to  remember  the  time  of  theit  fii—  >,•■<',  — ~ 
<la  their  firit  norki. 

One  endrnce  of  an  avrakerwd  intereel  in  behalf 
the  kingdom  of  Chriit  natlumiabed  befote  the 
oaa  of  our  aerricea.  in  the  liberal  aubacnptmii 

of  four  tbiKinnd  dolUre  to  oui  arminary. 

eaditieaa  manifeated  by  the  congrenlian  to  an- 
;ajM  in  exry  good  work  tecununendeid  by  bun. 
The  Sunday  School  hai  incieaied  coniulerahly, 

£  thirty  teachera.  and  one  hundred  aod 
olera.  The  uiatructioaa  m  Ihe  cMe- 
jiuim.  debreredeierr  Salnntay  aflenwon  m  Leut. 
mn  well  Mlended  bj  penitita  ai>d  children- 

Tbe  hule  ebtldicn  have  funned  themaeliea  mto 
.  HiMunHT  Bodety  an  the  pin  of  weekly  oAei- 
mga,  of  one.  two,  OT  Ihtee  icnta  each— end  in  ■ 
hart  lime  baTO  niaed  Marly  Iwenly-fLve  dollari. 
Bhortl)'  belbra  Ihe  rector  left  Norfolk  lor  lbs 
Mivenlioo.  be  preaenled  the  want*  of  Ihe  Mi»- 
aionary  Society  to  the  eongri 


ongTCfuli 

■  wanldi 


adopt  the  pi 


■o  happily  punaed  by  lbs  young  o 

Between  ibity  and  fifty  n 

ly  aent  m,  and  an 


He  a  happy,  alao.  lu 
at  the  cause  of  the  Tem- 


legnUr  Hiulonar)  Sue 
unung  the  genilemra,  ai 
culed  during  lua  abunce 

perBtice  Society  tinda  mcreaaing  fsrour  among  tto 
membeii  of  oar  chnich  m  Ntniblh.  Dnnsf  lln 
aaaocialiaii  ahoia  «JMioHd,  a  meetnis  waa  an 
pointed  in  Chiiat  Charcb  far  addraaaee  octhk  Mb- 
ject:  bulinconaegBwitgof  rein.iriuchpn»willi 
a  lull  aaaembly.  H  waa  poe^oaed.  "  ' 
meclutg*  have  been  held  in  the  loi 
lime,  at  which  he  waa  gmtified  to  si 
'      "  ■■  those  belonging  lo 


I'po. 


ol  then 


iclor,  in  conaidering  Ih* 

haa  ceaaCd  to  thank  God 

itding  to  the  requiutun 

uea,  ihat  on  the  lUl  tumiihed 

Iheie  were  two  hundred  and 

when  be  look  charge  of 

ingTFgalion— to  ihe«  twenty-four  hare 


if  the  canon  be  at 


te  on  the  firat  a[ 


portunity.    Thi 

confirmed      There  have  been  aevm  funetoli  and 

All  which  lareapeclfullyaubioilled  by  the  rector, 

Aaiialani  Buhop  of  Virginia. 
Chnsl  Church,  Lancoilei  county.  Ephnim  Ad- 
ams, rector.  Communicants,  added  eleven  {two 
of  whom  are  from  another  parish),  remored  three, 
excommonicated  two  (one  of  whom  la  a  edoured 
person),  present  number  forty — bapUamo,  adolla 
two.  infants  thirty-hie,  vii ,  while  aeienleen,  cc4- 
oowd  eighteen,  total  Ihirtj-eeven  —  coD&nned 
.....     _.  . '--iraJa  eleven.  v»,,  whW 


I.  coloured  five.    Thei 


last  year,  which  hsie  coninbuled  much  lowanJa 
BtrengihenitiE  the  bonda  of  union  among  the  mnn- 
here  of  thf  qbuich.  and,  we  tmsi.  tuwnnla  Ihe  ad- 
vancenienl  of  the  came  of  religion  generally— a 
"  Protealani  EgiiaCDpsI  Female  Society  for  the 
apread  of  Ihe  gnspet."  and  a  ''•Frolestonl  Eptico- 
inl  Praver-Uook  and  Tract  Society,"  fanned  bf 
the  geollcmen  of  the  parish, 
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The  Bible  class  is  in  the  same  state  of  prosper- 
ity as  at  the  period  of  the  last  Convention.  T}^ 
cause  of  temperance  is  prosperous — manjr  medf 
bers  have  been  added  to  the  society  during  the 
last  year. 

Shelbum  parish,  Leesburg,  Loudoun  county. 
George  Adie,  rector.  Communicants,  added  five, 
removed  four,  died  two,  whole  number  seventy. 
The  circumstances  of  the  congregation  nearly  as 
last  reported.  Baptisms  twenty-two— inarriages 
ten-4unerals  seven. 

Upperville.  No  material  change Tmce  the  last 
repovt.  The  completion  of  the  church  has  been 
delayed,  in  consequence  of  the  unfaithfulness  of 
some  of  the  contractors ;  but  we  hope  measures 
will  be  adopted  by  the  friends  of  our  Zion  in  that 
neighbourhood  to  secure  its  speedy  completion. 

Middleburg  and  Aldie.  Nearly  as  last  reported. 
The  rector  ccmtinues  to  preach  frequently  to  a 
large  and  attentive  ccdoured  congrmtion  in  Lees- 
burg,  and  hopes,  from  the  increased  attention  and 
good  order  uniformly  observed,  that  his  labours  in 
that  department  have  not  been  altosether  in  vain. 
Raleigh  and  Dale  parishes,  Amelia  and  Ches- 
terfield counties.  P.  F.  Berkeley,  rector.  Com- 
municants, removed  two,  died  one,  present  number 
twenty-seven — baptisms,  infants  three — marriages 
four — fimerals,  white  one,  coloured  five,  total  six 
— families  twenty-six,  adults  seventy-seven,  chil- 
dren forty-six.  Collected  for  the  different  institu- 
tions connected  with  the  church,  $2^  25. 

The  rector  took  charge  of  these  parishes  the 
first  of  February.  To  them  his  whole  time  is 
given,  with  the  exception  of  one  Sunday  in  the 
month,  on  which  he  presches  at  Genito,  m  Pow- 
hatan. In  two  of  these  counties  the  services  of 
the  afternoon  of  Sunday  are  in  behalf  of  the  ser- 
rants.  The  Education  and  Missionary  Societies 
are  in  active  operation.  There  is  also  a  voluntary 
association  of  eight  or  ten  little  girls,  members 
of  a  private  school,  in  behalf  of  the  support  of  their 
minister  ;  to  whose  comfort,  as  well  as  gratifica- 
tion, the  results  have  sdded  much.  Considerable 
interest  is  manifested  by  a  few  in  the  exercises  of 
a  Bible  class,  and  of  a  monthly  prayer-meeting  for 
missions. 

St.  Martin's  parish,  Hanover  and  Louisa  coun- 
ties. William  V.  Bowers,  Rector.  Communi- 
cants, added  eight,  removed  four,  died  three,  total 
fifty-seven — baptisms,  adults  two,  infants  eight, 
total  ten — marriages  two— funerals  twelve — ^num- 
ber of  fomiUes  forty.  Amount  collected  for  benev- 
olent  purposes  upwards  of  $250. 

The  present  rector  has  had  charge  of  this  oar- 
ish  little  more  than  nine  months,  since  1st  of  last 
August  How  far  the  tnith,  throueh  his  instru- 
mentality, has  been  felt  upon  the  nearts  of  his 
bearers,  he  is  unable  to  say,  but  he  sincerely  hopes 
that  in  some  degree  it  has  been  with  sanctifying  and 
saving  power.  There  arc  two  Sunday  Schools, 
one  of  which  has  been  formed  this  spring.  No. 
1  contains  ten  teachers  and  fifty -two  scnolars ; 
No.  2  fifteen  teachers  and  forty  scholars ;  attend- 
ance in  both  about  ninety  pupus.  Meetings  have 
been  held  on  Sunday  afternoons  for  the  coloured 
population :  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  have  attend- 
ed in  good  weather.  There  are  several  benevolent 
societies,  and  the  missionary  concert  of  prayer  is 
held  every  month. 

St.  John's  Church,  Henrico  parish.  Robert  B. 
Croes,  officiating  minister.  Communicants,  added 
fourteen,  removed  six,  present  number  thirty- 
seven— baptisms,  two  of  adults,  and  sixteen  of 
children,  total  eighteen — fourteen  marriages,  and 
twenty-eirht  bunals.  Fifteen  persons  have  been 
confirmed. 
The  Siroday  School  at  the  preMiit  time  camiot 


be  considered  as  flourishing.  There  are  twe! 
teachers,  nine  of  whom  are  generally  diligent  a 
punctual.  The  number  of  scholars  re^steied 
About  one  hundred  and  ten.  A  brick  building  I 
been  erected  in  the  churchyard,  which  is  ui 
both  for  thQ  Sunday  School  and  a  week-d 
school ;  dimensions,  37  feet  by  25 ;  cost,  8750. 
the  spring  of  1833  more  than  8900  were  raised 
the  members  of  the  fenule  association  of  this  a 
ish,  by  mesns  of  a  fair.  Of  this  sum  8800  will 
sppropriated  towards  the  erection  of  a  tower,  a 
8100  towards  the  purchase  of  a  bell.  864  hi 
been  contributed  by  the  pew-holders  of  the  chur 
for  the  General  Episcopal  Sunday  School  I3ni< 
As  to  "  spiritual  tnings,"  the  omciating  minisi 
has  thus  far  met  with  very  little  to  encourage  1 
heart. 

Hanover,  May  15, 1835.  Owing  to  the  situati 
of  my  health,  and  the  destitute  cmidition  of  ma 
congregations  around  me  which  have  been  loi 
soliciting  my  services,  I  determined,  shortly  afk 
the  last  Convention,  to  resign  mv  charge  of  S 
Martin's  parish,  which  I  had  held  for  ten  yeai 
and  to  devote  my  time,  as  far  as  I  should  be  abl 
to  their  service.  Having  procured  during  the  la 
summer  the  services  or  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bowers 
supply  my  place,  I  have  since  been  endeavourii 
to  supply  the  wsnts  of  the  destitute  in  some  of  tl 
surrounding  counties.  But,  owing  to  the  extreo 
severity  of  the  winter,  and  other  causes  not  und 
my  control,  I  have  as  yet  been  able  to  accomplii 
nothing  worth  reporting,  but  to  discover  an  e 
tensive  field  of  laoour,  and  the  earnest  solicitu( 
of  many  to  have  the  regular  services  of  our  churc 

John  Cooh. 
Christ  Church,  Alexandria,  Fairfax  parisi 
Charles  B.  Dana,  rector.  Communicants,  addc 
eight,  died  one,  total  one  hundred  and  twenty,  ( 
whom  twelve  are  coloured — baptisms,  childrei 
white  eighteen,  coloured  four,  total  twenty-two- 
confirmations  three — marriages  three — tunera 
thirteen — number  of  families  seventy.  Amoui 
contributed  for  different  institutions  connecte 
with  the  church  about  8270.  With  this  churc 
are  connected  a  very  flourishing  Sunday  Schoo 
which  is  furnished  with  a  library  of  nearly  fi« 
hundred  volumes ;  two  Bible  classes,  and  seven 
benevolent  societies. 

The  rector  took  the  charge  of  this  church  tli 
first  of  July,  1834 ;  and,  although  nothing  of  vei 
special  interest  has  marked  its  religious  characti 
since  that  time,  still  there  have  some  things  o< 
curred  which  call  for  gratitude  on  the  part  oif  tfa 
minister,  and  for  the  prayers  of  those  whos 
hearts  are  interested  in  the  advancement  of  tb 
Redeemer's  cause.  The  congregation  has  bee 
gradually  increasing;  lectures  durinff  the  wee 
have  generally  been  well  attended,  and  the  appi 
rent  interest  with  which  divine  truth  has  bee 
heard,  inspires  the  hope  that  the  gospel  is  nc 
preached  m  vain. 

Mount  Laurel  Church,  Antrim  parish,  Halifa 
county.  John  T.  Clark,  minister.  Commun 
cants,  added  one,  total  eleven— baptisms,  adui 
one,  chiklren  three^families  attached  to  th 
church  nine — a  small  Sunday  School  is  kept  uf 
chiefly  by  the  zeal  and  diligence  of  one  fiemal« 
During  a  greater  nart  of  the  year,  a  second  sei 
vice  his  iMen  held  in  the  church  for  the  benefit  c 
the  coloured  population,  and  a  third  service  i 
private  houses  m  the  neighbourhood.  A  fey 
mends  of  the  church  have  procured  a  deserte 
meeting-house,  at  a  place  called  Rock  Sprini 
which  they  are  repairing  for  an  Episcopal  churci 
St.  John's  Church,  Moore  parish,  Campbo 
county.  This  church  has  been  without  any  regt 
bur  tanrioat  tiaM  the  d^uUue  from  th»  aioem 
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«r  fl>e   B«*.    Mr.  Otfooi.    Th*   conrngMHin. 
wbkch  hBl  bKome  mitittly  ili»i>«t«*i.  h*t  or-  •— 
ban  »li  DOlWted  tgrnm.    Ii  ■■  lioi«*«i.  lai 
Inc.  mi  ihero  ii  ptonim-  uf  wmm  wbliliun*  i 
eonuniinBm-    CommuniCTni*.  kuowii,  h>id 


St.    Huh'a  ChuKh.  Auln 
eaunlT-     Cluiln     " 


.    Hmlif>] 


tbiiir-thne^b^iimB,  uluU  uoe.  chikln^o 

tat*l  111— miniigw  mho— ftinermli  »1X.  l«0  of 
coluund  penons.  Coiiiiectal  wilh  thii  cungre- 
nlHHi  «R  1*10111  SD»d>)i  Scbuol  and  Bible  cliu. 
HeuunM  ham  linen  Ukm  for  (he  enctiun  of  ■ 
diiucb  in  Itu  ililitie  ul  M«di*iUt,  iboui  nine 
■uln  from  lb*  counhooH.  The  Educuiun  eiid 
Hwwnicr  Socivlio  111  Uiii  imridi  hxin);  been 

srkJT  oT  ■'        ■  ■ 


•dopUd.*»l 

lliB  wBulI  promwM  lo  be  ■  much 

'TSZ 

Itua  fonnerlr 

■  Chiiich.  C»mden  writti,  Piturl- 

ren  luur,  loU]  five— 

-famnUlint.   Al  the  courllioiue 

ta^h^^D 

I'eipring.  ■ 

ve   pteach»l  neferal 

liniei  dtinng 

r«ud  io«>[<! 

.<  th*  chutch.     Could 

Ihej  hue  nun 

n  prnchuig. 

nuch  good  would  no 

<toaMr«ilL 

8U  Mkisi. 

Chuiches,  CiTOtine 

nwnlr.    Wii 

UTH  F„enH.  re 

fifty -b-pii.Bi 

•u  coloured,   toUl 

4,-™„ 

';n4^7uu« 

(J..  l«o  Bhile.  Kghi 

C»l^.      T^B 


coliKind.  lotal    . .. 

The   racioT  hdi  but  litLle  of  inu 
napecung  the   charchei  undet  hi 

lUwu  »e  uimallf  luge  ud  BuenuvB,  wn 
uhibjted  much  appsrBol  laticeal  iii  Ihe 
II  of  rehgion. 
"" irance  Social)'  hu  reeei»od  saieral 


Th«  Temi 


npennca  Social)'  I 
during  the  pad 

of  religir 


I  Ihen 


welfins  of  (oclely,  i* 
rapidly  declining  unougui. 

t>[.  Andraw'a  paruh,  Brunawick  coanly.  and 
Bath  puuh,  Dinwiddle  counly.  John  Grtrnmer, 
nctoi.  ConunuDicanU,  added  three,  Rlmaved 
Iwo,  died  one,  total  three,  pftwent  number  forty- 
mne— baptiama.  white  adulta  three,  infantii  nine, 
coloured  in&nu  sLi,  U««l   eighiceu — oiamagea, 

while  iwelvB,  euloured  eigbl,  total  iweoiy—thc 
numbFr  of  rsmiliei  le  about  twenty.  Of  Ibe  iiuli- 
viduaU  who  couUI  be  properly  reported  lU  belong- 
ing lo  the  congmgatiani,  Ihe  number  cannot  be 
aKenoined.  The  collections  for  diSarenl  inatilu- 
ttona  connected  with  the  church  ha* e  amounted 
to  •328  80. 

The  Sunday  School  at  Bath  panib  atill  eon- 
tinuGi  lis  operations :  awl  although  the  nomber  oT 
■cholan  i«  and  alwaye  hu  benn  imall.aad  ibe 

one  family,  yd  iLe  monl  aiid  apmtual  benefit 
that  haa  evidently  resulted  &om  It  fitmiahoa  a 
attong  motiTB  to  iacieaseii  leal  and  diligence. 

The  condition  of  iheae  |wti»he»  it  much  the 
nme  that  ii  wai  si  the  time  of  the  lut  report ; 
Mwniuig  but  liltle  lo  encourage,  but  much  lo  be 
deplored. 

Hui 

eantfc  sdde. .  ,  _„„  „„„  ,„_,  ,,„„ 

thmi-three— bnpuima  thirly-fi'e— confirniBlioni 
«— mamagei  iwenly-fout — funarala  lwenly-fi»e. 
ynhinlhelaat  year,  that  oartot  the  rector'a  tune 
HMcly  giieu  to  the  new  church,  £atl'iUe,  taaa 


jhere  are  large  at 


Union  Chapel,  ' 

„.     ..  re  coniRegaUaB 

Tnnity  Church  and  Tmnty  Chapel.  Augud* 
pariah-  Wdliam  G.  Jacluoo.  recUH.  Coouuuni- 
c>i:is,  added  iiiteen,  ittuoved  liiree.  died  un«, 
total  aigfcly. two— funeral*  four— oiarnagci,  ■hUa 
aeten,  euloured  lhr«.  (otaJ  Kd— bapluow,  whiW 
chddren  IwuUy-aeteik.  colouigl  three.  whlH 
adult*  IwOiMtal  Ibiity-lwo.  PamUie*  about  liilf- 

There  are  three  Bible  claaeee  under  tbe  care  of 
the  rector.  Tlie  Sunday  School  u  well  lUMaia- 
ed.  It  number*  about  eigbly-liie  achoUr*.  wha 
are  in*lrucl«d  by  thirtaeg  teicber*. 

It  may  be  well  lo  elate,  that  one  of  my  miiat 
TaiUfd  and  beloved  panahioDera  eipecla  loent. 
bark  fw  tiroece  early  lo  the  enauuig  fkH  U'hilt 
tbe  pariah  will  deeply  IM  the  Iuh  which  it 
-■— ■-   ■-    the  rnnmal  of  " 


A  scholaraliip  bt*  b««n  cnabliihed  in  Ibe  Thev- 
logica]  Seimnary  of  ViiEiDia.  and  the  Bm  p*y- 
iDcnl  (915)  made,  and  ilSi  contribuled  to  tha 
fund*  of  Ibe  Mnie  iiialllutioii. 

The  Bible,  the  Temperence,  and  other  Soae- 
tie*,  have  not  been  forgotten  in  oor  prayen  and 
alms,  and  a  fund  u  now  t»i»ing.  by  monthly  con- 
ttibuuana,  for  Uomeuie  and  Foreigu  Miaumu. 

A  plan  hw  been  matured  for  a  weekly  cidlec- 
tion  of  the  chanlie*  of  the  church. 

Norboma  panah.  Berkeley  counly,  W.  P.  C, 
JuhiMon.  redoi.  Cummumcanta.  ranuived  at, 
'ler  one  hundred  and  fifteen— lian- 
I,  nJDe — mamagc*  fifleea — funerua 


Then 


le  been  oo  material  change*  in  thii 
my  lul  report.     The  Tariou*  beneTo- 

lons  coniiecled  with  the  church  Kill 
mceive  encouragemeDi.  There  i)  a 
congregation  of  coloured 


lUng   congregal 
1  idEcmle  once 


s  Church.  Aleiandria.     J.   T.  Joha- 


fants  Iwenty-one.  coin 
— confirmed    iweWe- 


!C1h1    » 


lecled  tor  diSere 


65,  I 


8six>,  balance  due  on  a  new  organ.     For  the  gen- 

jial  fund,  eucloeed.  S35. 
The  initicuiiona  connected  with  th«  church 

ire  all  in  a  Itouriihing  condition,  vii. . — Sunday 
School,  Missionary,  and  Tract  Societiei.  Tha 
number  of  acholaia  actually   belonging    I 


ly  Sch>« 


■od  four, 
undred 


n  the  male  dopannteDl.  ( 
even  In  the  female — undei  im 
1e  and  liiteen  female  teache 
itendenU.     Of   Ihoie   added    lo    tbe 

during  Ihe  paal  year,  fire  were  tcach- 


The  congregation  )i3i 
God  grant  thai 


bond  of  peace,  and  in  nghleou» 

Church.  Orange  county.  W.  0. 
.  CommuiiicanU.  added  one.  it- 
otsl  Ihirty-iwo — b.iptinna.   adult 
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tiiree — marriages  eight — ^fanerals  five.    Families 
thirty -l#5. 

Walker*8  Church,  Albemarle.  Communicants, 
added  three,  died  one,  total  fifteen — one  funeral — 
confirmations  seven.     Families  ten. 

The  new  church  at  Orange  courthouse  has 
been  completed,  and  is  neat  and  commodious. 
Expense  about  $3,500,  about  $1,000  of  which  is 
■till  unpaid  ;  arrangements,  however,  are  making 
for  the  removal  of  the  debt,  and  the  rector  relies 
much  upon  the  zeal  and  self-denial  of  the  ladies 
oi  his  charge  to  effect  this  object.  The  Orange 
Female  scholarship  at  the  Theological  Seminary 
of  Virginia  has  been  completed.  There  is  a  Sun- 
day School  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  scholars,  and  a 
small  Bible  class  of  young  ladies.  The  temper- 
ance cause  continues  to  progress — the  number  of 
members  in  the  county  not  exactly  known.  The 
eoloured  population  both  in  Orange  and  at  Walk- 
er's Church  receive  stated  services,  and  the  pros- 
pects in  both  congregations,  upon  the  whole,  are 
encouraging. 

St.  Stephen's  Church,  Culpepper  and  Bloom- 
field  parish,  Madison  county.  A.  H.  Lamcm,  rec- 
tor. Communicants,  added  three,  removed  four- 
teen, died  two,  total  seventy-seven — baptisms, 
adult  one,  children,  twemy-one  white,  two  col- 
oured, total  twenty-four — marriages  nine — funer- 
als eight.  Amount  collected  for  different  institu- 
tions connected  with  the  church  about  $120. 

Hamilton  and  Leeds  parishes,  Fauquier  county. 
Communicants,  added  seven,  two  of  which  are 
accessions  from  other  parishes,  whole  number 
■bout  seventy — baptisms  six— marriages  nineteen 
— funerals  three.  The  number  of  families  up- 
wards of  forty. 

l^he  congregation  in  Hamilton  parish  is  gener- 
ally good,  fuid  frequently  very  large ;  that  in  Leeds, 
comparatively  small.  There  is  a  Temperance 
Society  within  the  limits  of  each  parish. 

Kanawha  parish.  John  Martin,  rector.  Com- 
municants, Charlestown  fourteen ;  Coal  fourteen  ; 
Saline's  three ;  total  thirty-one — one  funeral— one 
marriage— baptisms  seven,  adults  two.  $42  have 
been  coUectea  for  the  missionary  objects  of  the 
church,  and  $1,500  subscribed  towards  the  erec- 
tion of  a  church,  and  the  hope  is  indulged  that  the 
building  will  be  commenced  during  this  summer. 

St.  George's  Church,  Fredericksburg.  E.  C. 
M'Guire,  rector.  Communicants,  added  nine,  re- 
moved six,  died  three,  total  one  hundred  and  sixty 
—baptisms,  adults  two,  infants  fourteen,  total 
sixteen — marriages  twelve — funerals  seventeen. 
Number  of  families  one  hundred.  Adults  and  in- 
fants five  hundred.  Sunday  School  teachers 
thirty-five,  scholars  two  hundred.  Members  of 
Bible  class  fifty. 

Amount  contributed  to  various  institutions, 
charitable  and  religious,  $1,000,  besides  $1,040 
subscribed  in  April  to  the  Theological  Seminary 
of  Virginia. 

In  the  state  of  the  congregation  there  is  nothing 
worthy  of  special  notice.  Our  condition  is  very 
much  what  it  was  at  the  period  of  our  last  report. 

There  is  an  encouraging  amount  of  zeal  and 
activity  with  us  in  behalf  of  our  religious  and  be- 
nevolent institutions. 

The  Prayer-Book  and  Tract  Society  is  opera- 
ting advantageously  to  the  church  in  our  section 
of  Uie  country.  Tne  Female  Missionary  Society 
have  had  a  useful  missionary  in  their  employ  for 
the  last  five  months. 

The  temperance  reformation  has  voAnj  friends 
with  us.  Monthly  meeting  are  held  by  its  mem- 
ben  for  the  public  discussion  of  subjects  connect- 
ed with  this  important  cause,  and  a  growing  inter- 
Mt  in  its  behalf  ■nnmi  to  jinniL    The  cliiima  of 


the  coloured  population  have  been  regarded  by  us 
tp  some  extent. 

St.  Anne's  and  South  Famham  parishet,  Essex 
county.    John  P.  M'Guire,  rector. 

St.  Anne's.  Communicants,  added  two,  total 
thirty -six,  one  coloured— baptisms,  infants  three- 
confirmations  six — marriages  two—funerals  two. 

South  Famham.  Communicants,  added  eight, 
formerly  omitted  three,  total  thirty-one — baptisms, 
infants  eight— one  marriage— funerals  four. 

St  Mary's  parish,  Caroline  county.  Congrega- 
tion at  Port  Koyal.  Communicants,  added  one, 
toul  sixteen— baptisms,  infants  two. 

In  these  parishes,  our  efforts  in  behalf  of  the 
Missionary  Society,  and  other  aasociations  con* 
nected  with  the  church,  are  continued.  The  pros- 
pects of  the  temperance  reformation  are  impro- 
ving. The  church  in  Port  Royal  will  soon  be 
resdy  for  consecration. 

The  spiritual  condition  of  our  congregations  hat 
not  much  improved,  except  in  South  Farnham. 
There  more  religious  feeling  has  been  manifested 
than  at  any  previous  period. 

St.  George's  and  St.  Jameses  Churches,  Acco- 
mack county.    William  H.  Mitchel,  minister. 

St.  George's  Church.  Coimnuiiicanis,  added 
four,  total  twenty— fiimilies  twenty-eight — bap- 
tisms three— marriages  two — funerals  twa 

A  Bible  clsss  has  been  formed  in  this  con- 
gregation, which  meets  once  a  fortnight  in  the 
summer  and  spiing.  the  number  of  membere  vary- 
ing from  ten  to  twenty. 

St.  James's  Church.  Communicants  twenty- 
two— families  forty-five — baptisms,  five  children, 
one  adult,  total  six—  one  funeral. 

A  Bible  clsss  has  been  in  operation  at  Drum- 
mondtown,  and  another  at  Onancock,  during  the 
past  summer  and  spring.  The  minister  is  encour- 
aged to  believe  and  hope  that  a  greater  serious- 
ness pervsdes  the  congregations  of  which  he  hat 
the  charge,  and  a  greater  interest  is  manifested  in 
the  solemn  services  of  the  liturgy.  An  Fducatioo 
Society,  established  by  the  ladies  of  this  parish, 
contributed  since  the  present  minuter  has  been 
officiating  there  $20. 

Christ  Church,  Kastville,  Northampton  county, 
£astem  shore,  Virginia.  William  H.  Mitchell, 
minister.  Communicants,  sdded  two,  total  thirty 
— families  twenty-five— baptisms  four — marriages 
two — funerals  three. 

A  Bible  class  has  been  formed  in  this  congre- 
gation, numbering  twenty,  which  meets  once  a 
fortnight  during  the  spring  and  summer,  when  a 
chapter  out  of  the  New  1  esisinent  is  explained, 
and  remarks  made  by  the  minister. 

Duriuff  the  summer  and  spring,  a  large  number 
of  the  black  population  attend  a  lecture  in  this 
church  on  every  other  Sunday  afternoon.  They 
are  taught  to  unite  in  the  responses  of  our  liturgy, 
and  appear  to  feel  its  evangeUcal  power,  by  the 
esmestness  and  solemnity  with  which  they  utter 
devout  8spirati(His.  The  Female  Education  So- 
ciety of  this  church  contributed  the  last  spring 
$30,  and  the  present  spring  $35. 

Westover  parish,  Cnarlcs  City  county.  Alex- 
ander Norris,  rector.  Communicants,  added  four, 
removed  one,  died  three^  total  eighteen— bap- 
tisms, adult  one,  white  mfsnts  three,  coloured 
four,  total  eight— one  marriage — funerals  sixteen 
— families  alx>ut  twenty,  adults  about  forty,  chil- 
dren about  fifty. 

Amount  collected  for  the  different  instituticms 
connected  with  the  church,  $290  56. 

Though  the  general  aspect  of  this  parish  is  le 
good  as,  under  existing  circumstances,  could  rea- 
sonsbly  be  expected,  yet  it  is  far  from  being  alto- 
gether such  M  we  deaize.    The  vacant  eeets  on 


erallj  b««D  nell  auandeil.  A  FoMle  SobMr.  for  | 
(•MM  rallffioa*  poipcMB,  h>a  neeotlr  bcm  or- 
■■nnad  1b  LantUbsif  aad  Ycoouco. 

LiiatHa  pnMh,  AalMnt  «aaiit;,  ind  NalMn 
puMli,  KaInD  eouDtj.  Commaiucuitt,  added 
twelve,  died  one,  totti  •eTmitj'-Diiie— beptisiu, 
one  cotoured  adult,  inruiu  ni&a~iDUTiace>  nine 
— ruau«ls  eleven. 

The  beneiolAil  inetiCDtioiu  or  the  chnrch  and 
counlij  hare  not  been  oTeiiooked.  The  Bible 
Sociel^,  the  Educalitm  Soeietj,  the  Domeatic 
and  FoRifn  tfiuionary  Sociely,  the  CoJoniaaiion 
Society,  end  the  Society  (or  the  promotion  of 
Tetnpennce,  have  itfcived  fiom  the  friend*  and 
memben  of  the  church  a  inpport,  not  l^rge,  but, 
like  the  widow's  mite,  bJBHed  oT  tieaven. 

The  coloured  people  have  ihired  a  oonion  of  the 
miniiter'i  care;  in  return  for  which  tbn  aesm 
thankful,  and  it  !•  httped  may  be  built  op  in  thehilb. 

In  ibe  death  of  the  Re*.  Mr.  Black,  the  ehnrcbe* 
in  Ambeial  were  deprived  of  a  miniatar,  who  waa 
lealously  employed  intheaarviceuf  hiipariahton' 
en.  "  Butdeath  tohim  hai  been  gain.  "Blea- 
aed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord." 

81.  Paula  Choreh,  Lynchburg.  F.  G.  Smith, 
rector.  Commanicania,  added  five,  removed  two, 
deceaied  two,  total  aixty- five —baptiuna,  of  while 
infanta  five — martiagea  four — fUnarala  four. 

In  behalf  of  the  ehartlies  of  the  chnich.  nothing 
bu  been  done  at  all  commenaurate  vrith  their  jutt 
demand!.  The  attendartce  on  the  public  lervicea 
of  the  cbuTch  hu  increaaed. 

St.  Janwa'aparitta.  Mecklenburg  eonotf.  Will* 
iam  SItel.  lectm.  There  ii  a  greater  proapect  of 
good  reaulling  from  our  miniatration  at  present, 

Uriah.  The  longregalioiw  aregreatly  iiicrnMd. 
Sereral  inlereiting  caaet  have  come  to  our  knowl- 
edge, of  peraona  who  will  Join  the  church  when 
OpporUunty  ia  oSeTed.  Conununicsnla,  deatha 
five,  reniOTed  (bur,  addiliona  foar,  total  thirty- 
eight— baptima  fifteen— funemla  ten.  A  new 
cborch  hea  been  built  at  Abbyville,  and  St. 
Jamea'e  Church  haa  been  remoTed  diiiini  the  laM 
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Btancea,  otheia  would  have  b« 
commnnian  and  reported  now. 

Harriaon  and  Uonongalia  co 
Nortel!  Ward,  miaaionary.  Coi 
en— baptiama,  one  adult,  inhnti 
riage — (unenils  two— a  Sunday  I 
burg  promising  much  good,  oni 
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the  ladies  of  tbe  congregation,  the  debt  doe  for 
the  rebuilding  of  the  church  has  been  fully  die- 
charged  ;  and  the  state  of  the  parish  now,  in  out- 
ward things,  is  more  prosperous  than  it  has  ever 
been  since  1  took  charge  of  it  in  1822.  i  regret 
that  I  cannot  say  as  much  respecting  its  spintual 
condition.  Though  religious  services  are  as 
abundant  and  more  so  than  ever,  yet  there  is  a 
general  indifference  on  the  subject  of  personal 
piety,  which  prevails  to  a  lamentable  extent 
**  All  seek  too  much  their  own,  not  the  things 
which  are  Jesus  Christ's." 

During  the  last  summer  and  fall,  I  preached  reg- 
ularly once  a  fortnight,  on  a  week  day,  in  Princess 
Anne  county,  to  a  few  members  of  the  church  in 
that  parish ;  but  the  prospect  of  doing  ^ood  there 
by  such  labours  is  not  at  all  encouraging. 

Christ  Church,  Richmond.  George  Wood- 
bridge,  rector.  Communicants,  added  seven,  re- 
moved five,  died  two,  total  seventy -eight — bap- 
tisms, one  adult,  infants  three.  There  have  been 
five  confirmations,  two  marriages,  and  six  funer- 
als. Amount  collected  for  institutions  connected 
with  the  church,  about  9360.  The  ladies  have, 
during  the  present  year,  raised  about  Z^OO  by 
means  of  a  fair,  for  the  erection  of  a  lecture  and 
Sunday  School  room,  which  is  now  nearly  com- 
pleted. The  Sunday  School  numbers  seventy- 
five  scholars  and  twenty  teachers. 

St.  Martin's  parish,  Culpepper  county.  John 
W.  Woodville,  minister.  The  congregations  in 
this  parish  are  large  and  attentive,  and  there  is 
an  increasing  interest  on  the  all-important  subject 
of  religion.  Episcopal  families  twenty— commu- 
nicants twenty -six. 

Russell  parish,  Bedford  county.  D.  M.  Whar- 
ton, minister.  Number  of  Episcopal  families 
about  sixty.  Regular  places  ot  preaching  four. 
Contributed  to  benevolent  objects,  near  $900. 

I  have  been  in  the  temporary  charge  of  the 
churches  in  Russell  parish  since  September  last. 
Three  fourths  of  my  time  have  been  devoted  to 
this  parish,  and  one  fourth  to  Botetourt  parish,  Bo- 
tetourt county.  While  the  general  state  of  reli- 
gion throughout  the  scene  of  his  labours  is  a 
cause  of  humiliation  rather  than  rejoicing  on 
tbe  part  of  the  rector,  yet  he  humbly  indulges  the 
hope  that  his  imperfect  ministrations  have  not 
been  wholly  unprofitable. 

Botetourt  parish,  Botetourt  county.  Commu- 
nicants, added  three,  removed  one,  total  sixteen— 
baptisms,  children  two. 

The  rector  has  no  material  change  to  report  in 
the  state  of  this  parish.  He  has  been  able  to 
preach  once  a  month  regularly  at  two  places. 
The  desire  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  few 
friends  of  the  church  here  to  have  the  services  of 
a  minister,  encourages  the  belief  that  the  church 
must  increase  when  they  shall  bo  blessed  with  the 
faithful,  constant  labours  of  a  servant  of  Christ. 

Bruton  parish,  Williamsburg.  A.  Empie,  rec- 
tor. Communicants,  added  three,  removed  three, 
died  three,  present  total  sixty-one,  including  two 
coloured  persons— baptisms,  white  infants  seven, 
coloured  three,  total  ten — marriages  three,  all 
white — funerals  eleven,  of  whom  four  only  belong- 
ed to  the  parish,  viz.,  three  adults  and  one  child ; 
of  the  rest,  two  were  coloured  and  two  children — 
number  of  fapnihes  about  fiftv-two ;  of  adults  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six ;  of  cnildren  eighty ;  cate- 
chumens twenty ;  scholars  in  the  Sunday  School 
forty ;  teachers  do.  six ;  members  of  the  female  Bi- 
ble class  twenty — amount  of  collections  for  the  dif- 
ferent religious  institutions  of  the  church,  $40. 

Through  the  spirited  and  perseverins  exertions 
of  one  lady  in  the  congregation,  aided  by  the  ef- 
forts itti  contribotioiia  a  maiiy  other  paiidik^ 


the  church  has  been  fomished  with  a  rmj  iitat 
and  suitable  organ. 

Christ  Church,  Winchester.  J.  £.  JacksoD« 
rector.  Communicants,  added  eight,  removed 
nine,  died  one,  suspended  one,  total  one  hoxKlred 
and  six — baptisms,  one  white  adult,  infents  .tHir- 
teen — marriages  foiir — funerals  mx. 

The  congregation  at  Mill  Creek  continue  large 
and  attentive ;  there  are  forty-two  communicants 
— one  marriage— baptisms  two. 

St  Paul's  parish,  King  George  county.  Com- 
municants, removed  three,  died  two,  total  twentv- 
five — baptisms  three — marriages  two — funerals 
five. 

No  visible  improvement  in  the  temporal  or  spir- 
itual condition  of  this  parish  since  the  last  leport. 
Zachariah  H.  Goldsmith,  Rector. 

Brunswick  parish.  Communicants,  removed 
three,  added  one,  total  nine— baptisms  two— -one 
confirmation— one  funeral.  An  evident  decline 
in  the  teniporal  and  spiritual  condition  of  this 
parish.       Zachariah  H.  Goldsmith,  Rector. 

University  of  Virginia.  The  undersigned  re- 
ports, that  m  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
Convention,  as  expressed  at  its  last  session  in 
Staunton,  he  removed,  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, to  the  University  of  Virginia,  at  which  place 
be  has  been  officiating  during  the  present  session. 
While  he  cannot  say  that  his  labours  have  been 
greatly  blessed,  he  is  yet  persuaded  that  they  have 
not  been  altogether  in  vain.  He  is  confident  that 
a  religious  irmuence  is  decidedly  gaining  ground, 
and  he  looks  forward,  with  pleasing  anticipations, 
to  the  time  when  that  institution  will  send  forth 
many  champions  in  the  cause  of  the  gospeL 

There  is  manifested  a  great  regard  for  religion 
and  its  ordinances ;  and  the  undersigned  can  truly 
say,  that  he  never  preached  to  a  more  orderly  and 
attentive  congregation  than  at  the  University  of 
Virginia.  He  hss  been  uniformly  treated  with 
respect  and  kindness  bv  the  faculty  and  the  stu- 
dents ;  indeed,  he  should  feel  himself  ungrateful 
if  he  did  not  bear  this  public  testimony  to  the 
kindness  and  liberality  manifested  towards  him,  as 
well  by  the  students  as  by  the  different  families 
connected  with  the  institution.  Among  the  stu- 
dents are  some  ten  or  twelve  who  are  members  of 
different  churches ;  these  young  men  have  been  a 
great  comfort  and  support  to  the  officiating  minis- 
ter, and  though  of  different  churches,  have  been 
literally  a  band  of  brothers.  For  several  sessions 
they  have  kept  up  among  themselves  a  weekly 
prayer-meeting,  in  which  the  cause  of  religion  at 
that  institution  is  a  special  subject  of  supplication. 
If  ever  the  undersigiied  has  heard  earnest  and  fer- 
vent prayers,  it  has  been  while  listening  to  those 
pious  young  men  praying  for  a  spiritual  blessing 
on  the  University  of  Virgmia. 

There  is  now  in  operation,  and  has  been  for 
several  sessions,  a  Sunday  School,  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  young  men ;  this  school,  thoog:h 
necessarily  small,  is  somirably  conducted,  and  is 
in  a  most  flourishing  state.  A  Bible  Society  has 
also  been  formed,  of  which  about  ninety  olf  the 
students  are  members.  N.  H.  Cobbs. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Edward  C.  MGuire, 
Resolved,  That  when  this  Convention  shall 

adjourn,  it  do  so  to  meet  in  Fredericksburg,  on 

tbe  third  Wednesday  in  May  next. 
And  then  the  house  adjourned  to  4  o'clock 

this  afternoon. 

Satobdat  AmBHooif. 

The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Psge,  Hugh  Nelson* 
and  Thomas  N.  BorweU,  Eeqrs., 
Bemben  oC  tlit  ilindmg  committ— 
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On  motion  of  thfi  Rbt  Dr.  Kmpie, 
Rwiolfed.  Th»l  (hii  Caniriilion.  in  w 

».att  with  the  luggettion  comainnl  in  tli 
port  of  lh«  R'g'ni  Rev.  Buhiw  Moore,  do  a 
If  »B»i»oimenirihe  Souihera  Chutchmin,  ( 
by  tfis  Kvv.  Willimn  F.  Loe,  M  Ihc  luppor 
pilroiwg*  of  ihia  iLoccH,  sod  Ihtl  ihe  clergy 
■nd  liny  be  miueiiBd  Is  uae  sU  their  inBi^e 


Th-  K-t.  Mr    Berl 


■ecuuDL.  ig  tJOS  M. 
The  Kei.  Wi)]ian) 

k>winff  report,  vhich 
The   Fornmlttee   u 


nu  Pn.((j/< 


..  mide  the  foUdoing 

WM  ro&rreJ  the  In 

jon.  *sh  la 

.■oucbfr."'fin!l 
indi  at  ILe  Reuurei,  u  per 

Boweri  nude  the  fol- 

hom  wti  referTAd  the 
:.,  of  the  PiotesUnt 
wiety  of  Virginis,  beg 
ming  Bi  the  UanurBr'i 


I  Efitcpal  MisiienaTy  SixieJy 
Of  lac  uioceMt  of  V  irgimtt,  in  accauai  teUh 
G    M    Cttmngltn,  tttaivtr,  Dr. 

IflSl,  Miy  17— Ta  ct^  p*id  R«t  P. 
Y.  Berkeley, 950  00 

ISU.Mty  l£.— Tobalencsin  b>ad  ihli 
d.y, 3B97 


«SG9 


MiylS— BybKlanc 


Prsyer-BcMli    Bnd    Tiiel   Society  of 
WilliHiiiehuig,  per  Dr.  Eoipie,  .      SO  00 

Amounl  received   from  Mus   M.  W 
Harriaon.  per  the  Rev.  Mr.  Noma, 


In  kddUioa  to  the  above 
dollara  and  nJnciy-Hven  t 


II  faui 


of  the  alock  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  and  for 
Ihree  ahare*  of  the  atock  of  the  Farmera'  Bank 
of  Virginia,  oa  which  iheie  ii  an  andravtn  divi- 
dend due  for  the  laal  twelve  months,  amounting 
U  about  «40.  Thfl  Virsinia  Bank  atock  i> 
•rariii  .ii  ihia  time  about  9110.  and  that  of  the 
Farmera-  Bmk  about  8108  per  ihflte. 
Respectfuilv  Buhinitled. 

G  M.  CAaHiNQTDN,  Treanuiei. 
The  ReT.  Edward  R.  LIppil,  Edmund  I. 
Lee,  and  John  Huotr,E(qra.,  were  elected  meui- 
brra  of  the  atinding  coiamlllee,  in  the  place  of 
the  Rev.  Charlei  H.  Page,  Hugh  Nelaati,  and 
Thomaa  N.  Buraell,  Gaqra.,  reairned. 

Rfwived,  unanimou.lv.   That  the  thanks  of 

thia  Couvention  be  tendered,  through  the  rector 

of  Ihia  chnrch,  to  (he  ininialera  and  eongreaa- 

iPotu  of  the  aefer*]  churchea  in  this  town,  for 

^■a  liberal  and  kuui  olTBr  of  ibeir  churchee  far 


public  worship  during  the  littios  of  llui  t'oi^ 

RaMiWed,  That  ih*  ihanka  of  lhi<  iMdy  «• 
du",  and  UP  hmby  tendered,  to  the  inh«bilaDl> 

of  Lynchburg,  for  their  kindnen  and  bospitalitf 
U>  the  aiemlwra  of  lhi>  ConTCflUDD. 

ReaoUed,  That  the  (tiruiirec  be  dinclifd  W 
pay  tb«  eipenaea  of  the  aecreury  in  atlMidiig 
Ihia  Conteation. 

Reiolved,  Thai  the  tteuuter  be  directed  W 
pay  the  doorkeeper  of  the  Convention  ten  dak 

Resolved.  That  the  accrelsry  be  refjuEitcd  W 
tnnimil  annuslly  *  cgpy  of  the  Joanial  oF  Ihil 
ConrenUon  to  the  aecretary  of  the  several  Con- 
venliona  of  the  Protealant  Epiacopal  Church, 
and  of  die  General  ConTsntion,  with  a  re^ueat 
for  an  eichaiieo. 

Reiolved,  That  fifteen  huodred  cop.ej  of  the 
minnlea  of  thia  Convention  be  pnnied.  and  dia- 
tributitd  among  tbe  piriahi's  of  Una  diocm. 

Raaolved,  'iTiat  the  treaauror  pay  to  the  sec- 
retary of  the  General  ConvenUon  S60,  ■>  the 
quota  of  ihia  dioceaa.  I*  defray  the  eipenaea  of 
the  lail  General  Convenlian. 

Retolied,  That  the  fund*  eollected  by  week- 
ly contribuiiona  an  the  plan  anggeated  by  Biiht^ 
Moare.  be  paid  into  the  handa  of  the  treaatirec 
of  the  Mia.ionaty  Society,  to  be  appropriated  by 
that  aociety  a>  they  ahall  deem  eipedienr 

The  (oIlDwing  additional  canan  was  adopted  : 

The  election  of  depulie*  to  the  General  Con- 
vention itull  be  held  iriennially,  at  the  meelmr 
of  the  Convention  next  preceding  the  General 
(.'unvention,  and  the  delegitu  elected  riiall 
hold  their  office  niHil  a  ne«  eleclion  take  place. 

Resolved,  Thut  the  Rev.  George  Woodbndge, 
Mr.  HUary  Baker,  and  Mr.  George  M.  Can' 


Mh?n 


le  dilfere 


having  reierenco 

:a  reported  to  iba 

of  3300,  to  be   paid  to 

next  Convention,  for  hia 


Bishop  Moore,  a 

epiacopal   aervici 

inform  the  clergyman  of  each  pariah  of  the  pro- 

porlion  reqtiir'd  from  hia  pariah  ;  and. 

Resolved.  That  the  clergy  be  required  to  rai»« 
the  Bum  ao  asaeaaed.  and  pay  it  at  the  nexl  Coi^— 

The  Conyenlion  proceeded  lo  the  choice  rf 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Miaaionary  So- 
ciety, which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Mr. 
HiUiy  Baker  aa  aecretary,  Mr.  Geoteo  M.  Cat- 
nnmon  a*  treasurer,  and  the  Rev.  Edward  C. 
M'Outre,  William  F.  Lee.  Ntcholaa  H.  Cobba, 
John  Onunmer,  Adam  Empie.  D.  D.,  Geo^  , 
Woadbndge.ThomaaJacksan.andMeasr*  Joha 
Nelaon,  Joseph    Gill,  and   Orrin  Williama,  u 


aon,  Joseph    Gill,  and   Orrin  1 
nbera  of  the  executive  coininiiU 


The  following  eight  delegate*  were  duly  elcct- 
.  to  repreaent  thia  diocess  m  the  next  General 
iDveotionof  the  Prolostanl  Epiacopal  Church 
IheUniledSiBleaof  America,  via. : — the  Rev. 
icholaa  H    Cobba,  Thomas  Jackaon.  Willian 

F,  Lee,  E,  C.  M'Ouire,  and  John  Nelaon.  E4- 
ird  C.  Colaton,  Wm.  H.  M'Farland,  and  Hugh 

Nelson,  Esqra. 
Reaolved,  That  the  Rov.  Mr.  Wingfieid  and 
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te  Rev.  Mr.  L«e  be  a  eommittee  to  eziniine 
the  Jotimals  of  this  ConTention  from  the  first 
organization  of  the  church  in  this  diocess,  to 
aaeertain  and  report  what  resolutions  have  at 
▼arioos  times  been  passed  by  this  body,  and 
still  remain  in  force ;  and  which  of  soeh  resolu- 
tions, if  anyt  ought  to  be  rescinded  and  abolish- 
ed, and  which  ought  to  stand  as  the  judgment 
and  declarations  of  this  body;  and  that  they 
report  to  the  next  ConTeution. 

The  Riffht  ReT.  Biahop  Moore,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Tbotnas  Jackson,  and  the  Rot.  Mr.  Lee,  were 
iq>pointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  report  of  the 
state  of  the  church  in  this  diocess  for  the  next 
General  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  pay  to  the  del- 
egates to  the  General  Convention  their  ex- 
penses in  attending  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  do  now  ad- 
journ, after  the  singing  of  the  133d  Psalm  and 
prayer,  with  the  benediction  by  the  bishop. 

William  Mbadb, 
Assistant  Bishop  of  the  Diocess  of  Virginia. 

HiLiav  BAKca,  Secretary. 


RaVISED  CONSTITimON, 

As  adopted  at  the  Convention  in  Lynchbwrgy  in 

May,  1835. 

Abt.  I.  There  shsll  be  a  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  this  state  on  the 
third  Wednesday  in  May  every  yesr :  but  the 
Convention  which  meete  in  the  year  previous  to 
the  meeting  of  the  General  Convention,  msy 
have  power  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting  for  the  next  annual  session ;  and  in  the 
event  of  the  existence  of  an  epidemic  disease, 
or  any  other  good  cause,  rendering  it  necessary 
or  expedient  to  alter  the  f»lace  fixed  on  for  any 
meeting  of  the  Convention,  the  bishop  may 
change  the  place  or  the  time,  or  both,  at  his 
discretion. 

Aet.  II.  The  Convention  shall  be  composed 
of  the  officiating  ministers  who  have  been  reg- 
ularly and  csnonically  elected  in  parishes  and 
churches  within  this  sute,  and  within  that  part 
of  the  territory  of  Columbia  formerly  part  of  this 
state  ;  professors  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
of  Virginia ;  missionaries  acting  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  bishop  and  within  the  diocess ;  and 
*of  those  whom  age  or  infirmity  prevents  from 
exercising  their  clerical  functions,  who  shall  be 
considered  members  ex-ojfficio.  No  person  un- 
der ecclesisstical  censure  or  process  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Convention.  The  Con- 
vention shall  also  be  composed  of  lay  members, 
consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each  parish, 
chosen  by  the  vestry  thereof.  Every  parish, 
having  more  than  one  officiating  minister  who 
hath  been  regularly  and  canonically  elected, 
shall  be  entitled  to  send  as  many  lay  delegates 
as  it  has  ministers,  and  in  every  case  the  dele- 
gate or  delegates  shall  be  communicants  in  the 
church. 

Abt.  III.  Twelve  members  of  the  clerical, 
and  twelve  of  the  lay  order,  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  for  the  tranaaction  of  business ;  but  a 
amaUar  nuinbar  may  adjourn. 


Abt.  IV.  In  «U  matteiw  that^  aball  come  ba- 
fore  the  CoaventioD,  the  clergy  and  laity  shall 
deliberate  in  one  body,  and  the  concurrence  of 
a  majority  shall  give  validity  to  any  maaanra ; 
but,  when  three  members  require  it,  then  ^hall 
be  a  vote  by  orders. 

Abt.  V.  The  election  of  a  bishop  of  thia 
church  shall  be  made  in  Convention,  m  the  fal- 
lowing manner : — The  order  of  the  clergy  shall 
nominate  and  appoint,  by  ballot,  soma  nt  and 
qaslified  clergyman  for  that  office,  and  the  votes 
of  a  majonty  of  that  order  shall  be  requiaito  to 
constitute  a  choice ;  and  thereupon  such  ap- 
pointment shall  be  presented  to  the  order  of  the 
lay  delegates,  and  be  considered  by  them ;  and 
if,  on  a  ballot,  it  shall  appear  that  the^person  so 
nominated  is  approved  of  by  a  majonty  of  the 
lay  order,  he  shsJl  be  then  declared  to  be  duly 
elected. 

Abt.  VI.  The  bishop  shall  be  preaident  of 
the  Convention ;  in  which  character  it  shall  be 
his  duty  to  give  to  the  Convention,  annually,  a 
general  view  of  the  state  of  the  church ;  to  call 
special  C(mventions  at  whatever  time  and  place 
he  shall  think  necessary,  or  when  required  by 
the  standing  committee ;  to  preserve  order  du- 
rinff  the  time  of  session ;  to  put  the  question, 
collect  the  votes,  and  declare  the  decision ;  and 
he  may  deliver  his  sentiments  on  any  subject 
after  it  has  been  discussed,  before  a  vote  thereon. 

Abt.  VII.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  epis- 
copal office,  the  Convention,  immediately  upon 
their  assembling,  shall  choose,  by  joint  ballot,  a 
president  from  among  the  order  of  priesto,  who 
shall  remain  in  office  until  the  next  annual  Con- 
vention, or  until  the  next  election  of  a  president. 
He  shall  perform  all  duties  and  possess  all  the 
privileges  above  specified  ;  but  he  shall  not  call 
special  meetings  of  the  Convention,  unless  ap- 
plied to  for  that  purpose  by  a  majority  of  the 
standing  committee ;  and  if,  while  there  is  a 
bishop  m  this  church*  he  shall  not  be  present  at 
any  meeting  of  the  Convention,  they  shall  elect, 
in  the  manner  aforesaid,  a  president  pro  tem- 
pore. 

Abt.  VIII.  A  secretary  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Convention,  who  shall  continue  in  office 
during  ^ood  behaviour.  His  duty  shall  be  to 
make  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  to  preserve 
their  journals  and  records,  to  attest  the  public 
acts  of  the  body,  and  faithfully  to  deliver  into 
the  hands  of  his  successor  all  hooks  and  papera, 
relative  to  the  concerns  of  the  Convention, 
which  may  be  in  his  possession.  It  shall  be  his 
duty  to  notify,  through  the  channel  of  the  public 
papers,  as  he  may  think  proper,  the  time  and 
place  for  the  meeting  of  the  succeeding  Con- 
vention. The  secretsry  shall  annex  to  the  jour- 
nals of  every  succeeding  Convention  a  list  of  the 
clergy,  with  all  alterations  therein  produced  in 
the  preceding  year  by  ordinations,  deatha,  re- 
movals, suspensions,  and  degradations. 

Abt.  IX.  A  treasurer  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Convention,  who  shsll  continue  m  office 
during  good  behaviour,  and  who  shall  discharge 
the  duties  usually  sppertaining  to  that  officH. 

Abt.  X.  Before  the  adjournment  of  each  an- 
nual Convention,  a  atandmg  committee,  couiiai- 
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iaf  of  *II  mrmlw*,  three  cImIeiI  u 
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iag  ci  mat  menhin,  tbiw  cMbal  and  three  of 
the  lay  order,  who  tlitU  be  commuiiicants  of  the 
church  in -the  dioceas,  ahall  be  choaen  by  a  bal- 
h>t  of  the  c\em  and  laitj. 

Abt.  XI.  crery  panah  withm  thia  dioceaa 
ahall  be  entitled  to  the  entire  benefit  of  thia 
conaiitation,  aa  abon  aa  it  ahall  ha^e  aignified 
Hi  ratification  thereof,  either  in  writing  or  by 
aending  a  lay  delegate  to  the  Convention ;  and 
aoch  pariah  ahall  thereafter  be  benefited  and 
bound,  equally  with  the  other  pariahea  in  thia 
dioceaa,  by  every  rule  and  canon  which  ahall  be 
framed,  by  any  ConTention  acting  under  thia 


eonatitatioii,  lor  the  guver-ument  of  thia  choidi 
in  eccleaiaatical  concema. 

Abt.  XII.  Thia  conatitntion  ahall  be  unalter- 
able, eicept  in  the  following  manner : — A  prop- 
oaition  for  any  change  ahall  be  introduced  m 
writing,  and  conaidered  in  Convention ;  and,  if 
approved  of,  the  aame  ahall  be  tranamitted  to 
the  aeveral  veatriea  of  the  pariahea  which  ahall 
have  ratified  thia  cooatitution ;  and,  if  again 
approved  of  in  the  next  enaoioff  Convention  by 
a  majority,  the  change  ahall  Uien  take  place, 
and  the  conatitution,  ao  altered,  shall  be  valid 
and  obligatory. 


THB     BITD. 


Jh. 


